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PREFACE. 


- ♦ - 

This  Third  Volume  of  the  ‘  Records  of  the  Oust  Family’  contains  the  Memoir  and 
Correspondence  of  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
1761—1770. 

The  first  two  volumes  of  this  Family  History  were  the  work  of  Lady  Elizabeth 
Caroline  Cust,  mother  of  the  present  writer.  She  was  the  elder  daughter  of  Edward 
Bligh,  5th  Earl  of  Darnley,  and  Emma  Jane  Parnell,  daughter  of  John  Parnell,  first 
Baron  Congleton,  and  Lady  Caroline  Dawson,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Portarlington  and 
grand-daughter  of  John  Stuart,  Earl  of  Bute.  Married  at  the  age  of  25  to  Reginald 
John  Cust,  youngest  son  of  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Henry  Cockayne  Cust  and  Lady  Anna 
Maria  Needham,  and  grandson  of  Brownlow,  first  Baron  Brownlow,  Lady  Elizabeth 
Cust  became  a  well-known  figure  in  London  Society.  She  was  also  an  active  worker  in 
many  charitable  causes,  especially  those  connected  with  the  welfare  of  women  and 
children.  Later  in  life  she  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate,  and  indeed  to  administer 
Clubs  in  London  for  women  only  on  the  lines  of  those  for  men.  For  many  years  she 
acted  as  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Amateur  Art  Exhibition  held  annually  in  support  of  the 
charitable  institutions  in  which  she  was  interested.  In  addition  to  such  occupations 
Lady  Elizabeth  and  her  husband  followed  the  usual  routine  of  social  engagements  in 
London  and  elsewhere,  varied  by  frequent  tours  on  the  Continent. 

Such  a  life  would  seem  to  be  fairly  well  occupied  in  the  case  of  any  lady  occupying 
a  similar  position  in  Society,  but  Lady  Elizabeth  was  no  ordinary  woman  in  any  sense. 
Possessing  good  health  and  a  strong  physique,  and  a  mind  trained  on  the  lines  of  reason 
and  method,  Lady  Elizabeth  was  able  to  add  a  quite  different  kind  of  occupation  to  those 
already  mentioned.  Quite  early  in  life  Lady  Elizabeth  developed  a  strong  and  lasting 
interest  in  genealogy  and  family  history,  rising  out  of  the  annals  and  history  of  her  own 
birthplace,  Cobham  Hall,  and  of  its  former  occupants,  the  Lords  Cobham  of  early  days, 
and  the  Stuarts,  Dukes  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  through  the  ultimate  heiress  of  whom 
Cobham  Hall  had  come  by  marriage  into  the  Bligh  family.  Lady  Elizabeth  set  to  work 
to  compile,  from  original  documents  so  far  as  possible,  the  history  of  her  ancestors  at 
Cobham  Hall.  She  contributed  more  than  one  article  to  ‘  Archeeologia  Cantiana/  including 
an  important  memoir  of  James,  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  K.Gr.,  the  cousin  and 
friend  of  King  Charles  I.  These  researches  led  Lady  Elizabeth  to  a  special  study  of  the 
branch  of  this  family  in  France,  the  Stuarts  of  Darnley,  who  at  one  time  commanded  the 
Scottish  bodyguard  to  the  King  of  France,  and  had  received  the  Seigneurie  of  Aubigny 
for  their  services.  Eventually  Lady  Elizabeth  produced  and  published  at  her  own  expense 
*  a  volume  entitled  ‘  The  Stuarts  of  Aubigny,’  dedicated  by  special  permission  to  Queen 
Victoria. 

This  work  entailed  frequent  visits  to  the  British  Museum  and  the  Record  Office, 
where  in  spite  of  her  numerous  social  and  charitable  duties  she  became  a  familiar  and 
welcome  visitor.  It  was  characteristic  of  Lady  Elizabeth’s  strong  character  that  on  such 
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journeys  slie  usually  travelled  by  an  ordinary  omnibus,  regardless  of  Belgravian  criticism 
‘The  Stuarts  of  Aubigny  ’  was  recognised  by  students  of  the  historical  period  comprised 
in  the  book  as  of  genuine  importance  and  interest,  and  such  writers  as  John  Addington 
Symonds  and  the  Marquis  de  Vogue  praised  it  with  warm  appreciation.  The  edition'was 
quickly  sold  out,  much  to  the  author’s  gratification. 

Encouraged  by  this  success  Lady  Elizabeth  contemplated  a  further  study  of  her 
interesting  French  ancestors,  who  had  married  into  the  ducal  house  of  Lenox,  such  as  the 
'  Balsac  d’Entragues,  so  intimately  connected  with  the  royal  house  of  Valois,  the 
De  la  Queuilles  of  Auvergne,  and  other  families,  leading  into  the  great  historic  families 
of  the  Visconti  and  Della  Scala  in  North  Italy.  She  also  continued  to  collect  information 
about  her  nearer  ancestry,  the  Bligli,  Clifton,  Parnell  and  other  families.  Her  interest 
was,  however,  diverted  into  another  channel  of  genealogical  research.  At  Belton  House, 
Grantham,  there  was  discovered  among  the  muniments  deeds,  charters,  letters,  and  the 
like,  dealing  with  the  history  of  the  Oust  Family  from  an  early  date.  At  the  wish  and 
invitation  of  Adelbert,  Earl  Brownlow,  Lady  Elizabeth  consented  to  lay  aside  the 
researches  into  the  history  of  her  own  family  and  devote  her  energies  to  that  of  her 
husband’s,  in  which  presumably  she  at  the  time  would  be  less  interested.  This  work 
however,  once  begun,  proved  to  be  of  absorbing  interest  and  occupied  Lady  Elizabeth’s 
leisure  hours  for  many  years  to  come. 


The  deeds  and  other  documents,  which  were  entrusted  by  Earl  Brownlow  to  Lady 
Elizabeth  Cust,  dated  back  to  the  fourteenth  century  and  even  earlier.  To  read,  copy, 
and,  when  necessary,  translate  such  documents  requires  a  special  training  and  the  mind 
of  an  expert.  The  work  already  done  by  Lady  Elizabeth  had  not  brought  her  into 
contact  with  documents  of  this  date  and  description,  while  her  knowledge  of  Latin,  in 
which  for  the  most  part  such  deeds  are  written,  was  restricted.  Nevertheless  Lady 
Elizabeth  was  not  daunted,  and  by  daily  application  at  regular  hours  to  her  work  she 
succeeded  in  deciphering  and  transcribing,  at  first  with  difficulty  but  later  on  with  some 
ease,  the  crabbed  abbreviated  script  of  early  legal  documents.  It  is  only  from  such 
sources  that  the  history  of  a  family  can  be  compiled  at  so  early  a  date.  Conveyances, 
Feet  of  Fines,  V/  ills,  Court  Rolls,  Chancery  Suits,  all  have  to  be  consulted.  Even  Church 
Registers  do  not  begin  before  1538.  From  such  sources  Lady  Elizabeth  constructed 
a  history  of  the  Cust  Family  in  South  Lincolnshire  from  the  days  of  Edward  III.  to  the 
eighteenth  century,  together  with  that  of  each  family  with  whom  thev  intermarried. 

.  The  first  volume  of  the  ‘Records  of  the  Cust  Family’  was  published  in  1808  for 
private  distribution  by  Earl  Brownlow  himself,  a  few  copies  only  being  available  for 
purchase  elsewhere.  The  value  of  Lady  Elizabeth’s  work  was  at  once  recognized  by  the 
Heralds’  College,  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  all  persons  interested  in  genealogical 
research.  Lady  Elizabeth’s  skill  as  a  genealogist  was  shown  very  specially  in  her 
complete  reconstruction  of  the  Pedigree  of  the  family  of  Rye  of  Gosberton,  of  the  greatest 
importance  for  the  history  of  South  Lincolnshire. 

This  appreciation  was  again  generously  extended  to  a  second  volume  of  the  ‘  Records 
of  the  Cust  Family,’  published  in  1909,  which  contained  for  the  most  part  the  history  of 
the  Brownlow  family  and  the  establishment  of  the  Cust  family  at  Belton.  Both  these 
volumes  have  been  held  up  to  admiration  at  the  Heralds’  College  and  elsewhere  as 
examples  of  the  care  and  accuracy  in  verifying  every  date  and  every  fact  in  a  history  of 
this  description. 


Although  Lady  Elizabeth  contemplated  the  issue  of  a  Third  and  completing  volume 
of  the  ‘Records  of  the  Cust  Family,’  and  had  indeed  calendared  in  manuscript  a  collection 
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of  letters  dealing  with  Sir  John  Cust,  his  family  and  friends,  she  felt  that  through 
advancing  age  she  was  no  longer  able  to  continue  any  such  heavy  work  of  composition. 
She  therefore,  with  the  consent  of  Earl  Brownlow,  handed  over  all  the  documents  which 
had  been  deposited  in  her  care  to  her  son,  the  present  writer,  in  the  hope  that  he  would 
be  able  to  find  time  to  continue  her  work.  Lady  Elizabeth,  however,  resumed  her  active 
social  and  charitable  life,  and  took  up  again  her  searches  into  the  genealogies  of  her 
own  family.  Quite  late  in  life  there  came  into  her  hands  a  collection  of  letters  connected 
with  her  own  father  and  mother,  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Darnley,  which  proved  to  be 
of  some  special  interest  for  family  purposes.  Although  over  eighty  years  of  age  she 
began,  with  the  active  assistance  of  her  daughter  Hon.  Mrs.  Arthur  Pelham,  to  transcribe 
and  edit  these  letters  in  a  book,  which  she  had  the  great  pleasure  of  seeing  completed 
shortly  before  her  death  in  April,  1914,  in  her  84th  year. 

The  four  volumes,  of  which  Lady  Elizabeth  Cust  was  the  author,  will  always  remain 
a  monument  not  so  much  to  her  learning,  of  which  she  made  no  boast,  but  to  her 
unfailing  patience  and  industry,  and  to  the  methodical  and  meticulous  attention  which 
she  gave  to  the  material  with  which  she  was  dealing.  In  each  case,  moreover,  she 
produced  a  book  which  for  the  most  part  is  intelligible  and  readable  even  for  those  who 
have  no  immediate  interest  in  the  subject. 

The  task  handed  over  by  Lady  Elizabeth  Cust  to  her  son  was  by  no  means  easy. 
Among  the  many  duties  of  a  busy  life  in  various  public  capacities  it  was  difficult,  indeed 
impossible  to  find  time  to  take  up  so  heavy  a  piece  of  work.  A  large  batch  of  additional 
letters,  found  at  Belton,  increased  the  burden.  Until  the  outbreak  of  the  Great  War  in 
1914  afforded  some  periods  of  leisure  it  was  not  found  possible  for  this  mass  of  corre¬ 
spondence  to  be  sorted  and  transcribed.  The  life  and  career  of  Sir  John  Cust,  not  only 
as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  proved  to  be  of  unexpected  public  as  well  as  local 
interest.  The  first  ten  years  of  the  reign  of  King  George  III.  have  met  with  meagre  and 
superficial  treatment  by  historians,  with  the  result  that  a  man  who  enjoyed  some  public 
notoriety,  as  did  Sir  John  Cust,  has  been  the  victim  of  unmerited  neglect.  First-hand 
information  is  scanty.  Even  the  details  published  in  the  following  Memoir  throw  some 
unexpected  light  upon  these  perturbed  years,  on  the  position  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  on  the 
tumults  caused  by  John  Wilkes,  and  on  the  first  rumblings  of  the  American  revolution. 
Every  detail  needed  time  for  research.  When  at  last  the  manuscript  was  ready  for  printing 
a  further  delay  was  caused  by  the  death  of  Earl  Brownlow  and  the  financial  difficulties 
which  ensued  inevitably  after  this  event.  Moreover  it  was  found  that  the  Memoir  and 
Correspondence  required  a  separate  volume  of  the  ‘  Records.’ 

The  present  writer  is  conscious  that  the  work  now  offered  to  the  Cust  Family  as 
a  continuation  of  their  Family  Records  cannot  be  regarded  as  possessing  the  same 
peculiar  merits  of  industry  and  accuracy  which  were  the  great  characteristic  of  Lady 
Elizabeth  Cust  s  work.  The  Memoir  of  Sir  John  Cust  is  now  published  as  a  tribute  to 
the  memory  both  of  this  good  and  fine  example  of  a  patriotic  English  gentleman  and 
also  of  the  lady  to  whom,  although  not  a  Cust  by  birth  herself,  the  Cust  Family  owes  so 
great  a  debt. 
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Page  13,  line  5.  For  “  Thomas  ”  read  “  Samuel.” 

Page  30,  line  32.  For  “  your  ”  “  you.” 

Page  109,  line  11  from  bottom.  For  “  Sir  ”  reaJ  “*Dr.” 

Page  114,  line  4.  Jor  “  Sussex  ”  read  “  Suffolk.” 

Page  1 14,  line  4  from  bottom.  For  “  daughter  "  read  “  grand-daughter.” 
Page  140,  line  10  from  bottom.  For  “  Kobebt  "  rood  “  William.” 

Page  145,  line  26.  For  “  1731  ”  “  1751.” 

Page  148,  line  2  from  bottom.  For  “  oblingingly  ”  read  “  obliginglv,” 
Page  161,  line  40.  For  “  Term  ”  “  Tern.”  ' 

Page  1/2,  line  14.  “  trade  ”  dele  comma. 

Page  173,  line  10.  For  “  Eobeet  ”  read  “  Eiciiaed.” 

Page  191,  line  19  from  bottom.  i<br  “  She\vd  ”  read  “  Ste\vd.” 

Page  198,  line  14.  2for  “  Ld  ”  read  “  IA .” 

Page  216,  line  4  from  bottom.  For  “  hurst  ”  re/r/f  “  hurt.” 
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THIRD  SERIES. 


CHAPTER  I. 


SIR  JOHN  GUST,  Bart.,  1718—1770. 

The  second  volume  of  this  family  history  terminated  with  the  death  of  Anne  Brownlow. 
Lady  Cust.  She  died  on  December  29th,  1779,  in  her  eighty-fifth  year,  and  her  long  life  covered 
many  of  the  events  to  be  told  in  the  following  pages.  Lady  Cust  did  not  escape  one  of  the 
saddest  penalties  of  old  age,  for  of  the  nine  children  who  grew  up  round  her  knee  four  pre¬ 
deceased  their  mother.  First  she  had  to  mourn  her  gallant  son,  William,  then  later  in  quick- 
succession  her  unmarried  daughters  Elizabeth  and  Dorothy.  Then  came  the  worst  blow  of 
all,  the  loss  of  her  beloved  and  respected  eldest  son,  Sir  John  Cust,  whose  elevation  to  the 
high  post  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  first  Commoner  of  the  Realm  had  been 
his  mother’s  pride  and  glory.  Finally  her  daughter-in-law,  Ethelred,  widow  of  Sir  John, 
followed  him  to  the  grave  before  his  mother.  Lady  Cust,  however,  lived  to  see  her  grandson, 
Brownlowe  Cust,  raised  to  the  peerage  as  a  reward  for  his  father  s  great  public  services. 

The  family  letters  and  other  records  preserved  at  Belton  have  already  shown  the  intimate 
and  affectionate  relations  between  Sir  John  Cust,  his  mother  and  her  younger  children.  Irom 
the  age  of  sixteen,  when  Sir  John  stepped  perforce  into  his  father  s  shoes,  he  never  flinched 
from  the  many  duties  and  responsibilities  which  encompassed  him  throughout  life  as  son. 
husband,  squire,  magistrate,  county  magnate,  colonel  of  militia,  politician,  courtier  and  finally 
as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  In  every  walk  of  life  the  amiability  of  his  character 
can  be  recognized,  and  stood  him  in  good  stead.  He  at  no  time  put  forward  any  claim  ta 
brilliancy  of  intellect  or  action,  but  relied  on  natural  honesty  and  simple  common  sense  ta 
carry  him  through  his  many  duties.  It  is  therefore  a  pleasing  task  to  follow  Sir  John  Cust 
throughout  his  career,  even  if  the  records  of  such  a  blameless,  industrious  and  unselfish  life 
do  not  present  the  same  elements  of  interest  as  lives  which  display  more  marked  individualism 
and  are  spiced  with  scandal  or  romance. 

Sir  John  Cust  was  born  in  London  on  August  29th,  1718,  and  was  baptized  on  September  15th 
in  the  church  of  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields.  The  exact  house  in  which  the  future  Speaker  was- 
born  is  not  known.  Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Cust,  his  parents,  spent  most  of  their  early  married 
life  in  London,  but  do  not  appear  to  have  had  a  fixed  residence  there.  No  letter  moreover 
exists  announcing  the  birth  of  a  son  and  heir,  and  as  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  could  hardly  have  failed 
to  inform  her  brother,  Lord  Tyrconnel,  of  such  an  event,  it  may  be  surmised  that  Lord  Tyrconnel 
wras  himself  in  London  at  the  time  and  able  to  participate  in  person  in  the  joyous  excitement 
of  so  auspicious  an  event,  which  may  perhaps  have  taken  place  in  Lord  Tyrconnel’s  own  house 
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m  Arlington  Street.  We  do  not  know  who  stood  sponsors  to  the  youthful  heir,  hut  it  mu 
be  guessed  that  Lord  Tyrconnel  certainly  and  Savile  Gust  probably  would  be  chosen  Willi  ‘ 
€ust.  the  second  child  of  Sic  Richard  and  Lady  Oust.  was  also  born  in  London  but  ^  I'  M 
the  parents  settled  down  in  a  house  at  Leasingham,  near  Sleaford,  where  their  eight  younger 

“  Jaekv  "T I  “R- find,Chr‘S*ened'  Here  the  lSpeaker  spent  his  childhood  until  he  and  William 

at  Pranth  f  u  T  "  "T  Called’  WCT®  old  ««»«'>  to  be  to  the  Grammar  School 

at  Grantham  under  Mr.  Bacon,  who  retained  throughout  the  affectionate  regard  of  the  fust 

family,  hrancis,  Peregrine  and  Richard  followed  their  brothers  to  the  same  school  a  school 

tinguished  already  by  having  given  his  earliest  education  to  the  great  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
We  first  hear  of  the  children  in  July,  1723,  when  Lady  Gust  went  on  a  visit  to  her  cousin  the 
ountess  of  Exeter,  at  Worthing  ;  Sir  Richard  wrote*  saying  that  Jacky  and  Billy  were  well 
but  that  Franky  and  Perry  had  slight  indispositions. 

In  May,  I  i2o,  Sir  Richard  Oust  was  in  London  and  writes!  that  he  has  seen  Lady  Cast's 
■consul  Mrs.  Dayrell,  daughter  of  Peter  Whitcomfce  and  Mary  Sherard,  sister  to  Alice  Ladv 
Brow-nlow,  who  had  thrown  out  a  suggestion  of  an  eventual  marriage  between  one  of  he'r 
■daughters  and  the  youthful  Jacky,  who  was  already  apparently  looked  upon  as  Lord  Tvrconnel's 
eir  The  suggestion  was  evidently  displeasing  to  Lady  Gust,  for  Sir  Richard,  writing  from 
London  on  May  Cth,  1729,  says  he  has  seen  “the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  A, master,  Mr  and 
Jfa.  Dayrel  and  your  Aunt  and  Cosins  Bret. .  .  .Miss  Dayrell  grows  a  fine  child.  The  mother 
atdl  talks  a  language  that  I  know  you  think  silly  of  her  and  Jacky  and  has  ordered  me  to  send 
you  the  enclosed  to  show  you  her  daughter's  performance  in  writing.  It  shames  poor  Jack  '' 
Probably  the  first  event  which  the  boy  would  be  likely  to  remember  was  the  death  of  his  aunt 
Eleanor,  \  iscountess  Tyrconnel,  on  September  11th.  1730,  on  which  occasion  Sir  Richard 

wrotej  to  his  wife  asking  her  to  see  that  Jacky  and  Billy  appeared  at  Grantham  Church  the 
following  Sunday  in  suitable  mourning. 

Some  time  in  the  following  year  Jacky  went  to  Eton,  but  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the 
*exact  date,  of  the  house  in  which  he  boarded  (probably  Mrs.  Groves’)  or  of  the  name  of  his 

rme  OCCUrS.in  the  Eton  Sch0Gl  List  for  1732, §  and  from  a  letter  written  bv 
ir  Richard  Gust  to  his  wife  on  June  7th,  1733,  we  learn  that  on  his  entry  to  Eton  John  Gust 

had  been  placed  in  the  Fourth  Form,  a  fairly  high  place  in  those  days, ‘and  that  his  brother 
Franky  had  been  placed  in  the  same  form  on  entry  as  his  brother.  While  John  Gust  was  still 
-a  boy  at  Eton  various  events  happened  which  had  an  important  influence  on  his  subsequent 
hfe  and  fortunes.  On  January  22,  1731-2,  his  uncle,  Lord  Tyrconnel,  who  had  been  rejected 
by  the  famous  Mrs.  Delany  in  May,  1731,  less  than  a  year  after  Jacky  and  Billy  had  worn 
mourning  at  Grantham  for  their  aunt,  married  as  his  second  wife  Miss  Elizabeth  Cartwright 
of  Mamham,  a  lady  of  some  fortune.  This  marriage  was  at  first  deeply  resented  byLadyCust 
who  possibly  saw  her  prospects  of  succession  to  Belton  imperilled,  but  later  the  family  learnt 
to  like  and  esteem  the  second  Lady  Tyrconnel,  who  proved  a  good  friend  to  Lady  Gust's  family, 
in  view  of  the  claims  put  forward  by  Lord  Tyrconnel’s  surviving  cousin  and  sister-in-law 
the  Duchess  of  Ancaster,  and  the  heirs  of  her  sisters,  the  Countess  of  Guilford  and  the  Counter 
•of  Exeter,  both  then  deceased. || 

Sir  Richard  Gust  purchased  the  reversion  of  an  estate  at  Carlby  at  Witham  in  Lincolnshire, 
then  owned  by  a  Mrs.  Owen.  Sir  Richard  and  his  family  were  on  speciallv  affectionate  terms 
with  his  cousins,  Mr.  Thomas  Woodcock  and  Miss  Lucy  Woodcock,  who  lived  in  a  house  in 
Great  Marlborough  Street,  London,  where  the  Gust  family  paid  many  visits.  In  July,  1732. 
Mr.  Woodcock  died  very  unexpectedly,  leaving  Sir  Richard  Cust  executor  of  his  will,  and 
with  other  legacies  to  the  Cust  family  the  reversion  of  the  lease  of  the  house  in  Great  Marl¬ 
borough  Street,  the  value  to  be  given  eventually  to  his  godson,  Francis  Cust.  Sir  Richard 


•  See  Vol.  II.,  p.  8.  f  ibid,  p.  9. 
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had  already  completed  the  purchase  of  a  large  house  in  Grantham  when  he  was  taken  ill  and 
died  at  Leasingham  on  Julv  25th,  1734. 

The  premature  death  of  Sir  Richard  left  his  widow  with  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  a  family 
of  nine  children  under  age,  the  youngest  of  them,  Lucy,  being  under  two  years  old.  Sir  Richard 
appointed  his  brother-in-law,  Lord  Tyrconnel,  and  his  half-brother,  Savile  Gust,  trustees  of 
his  will,  his  wife  Anne  being  guardian  of  his  children.  Both  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  Savile  Gust 
entered  on  their  duties  with  affectionate  zeal.  Lord  Tyrconnel  had  succeeded  to  Belton  and 
the  Brownlow  property  on  the  death  of  Alice  Sherard,  Lady  Brownlow,  in  1721,  so  that  when 
Lady  Cust  left  Leasingham  with  her  young  family  and  settled  in  the  house  at  Grantham 
which  Sir  Richard  had  just  purchased  she  was  within  easy  reach  of  Belton  House  and  her 
brother.  The  future  welfare  of  her  boys  was  a  matter  of  concern  to  their  two  uncles.  Jaekv 
was  now  Sir  John  Cust,  Baronet,  with  a  position  to  keep  up  in  the  world,  and  probably  in 
accordance  with  his  father's  intentions  he  proceeded  from  Eton  to  Cambridge.  Before,, 
however,  he  went  up  to  Cambridge,  a  further  step  was  taken  to  insure  his  future  career.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Honourable  Society  of  the  Middle  Temple  on  February  12th.  1734-5, 
and  his  younger  brother  Francis,  although  only  eleven  years  of  age,  was  admitted  on  the  same 
day,  the  admission  in  each  case  being  entered  as  sjiecialiter.  In  the  same  year,  1735,  Sir  John 
Cust  was  admitted  of  Bene't*  College  (afterwards  Corpus  Christi  College),  Cambridge,  as  a 
Fellow  Commoner. 

His  father,  Sir  Richard,  and  his  grandfather,  Sir  Pury,  had  both  been  members  of  Emmanuel 
College,  a  college  noted  for  its  strong  leanings  to  puritanism.  His  uncle,  Savile  Cust,  had, 
however,  been  admitted  of  Bene't  College  in  1717,  though  he  did  not  proceed  to  a  degree. 
Bene’t  College  at  this  date  was  patronized  by  a  number  of  noble  Whig  houses  and  their 
dependents,  and  as  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  Savile  Cust  both  favoured  this  line  of  politics,  the 
reason  for  sending  an  important  young  man  like  Sir  John  Cust  to  Bene’t  College  is  easily 
explained.  The  Master  of  the  College,  the  Rev.  Matthias  Mawson,  D.D.,  was  a  divine  of  some 
note  who  later  on  became  Bishop  of  Ely.  Three  of  the  fellows,  the  Rev.  John  Green,  D.D. 
(afterwards  Master),  the  Rev.  Henry  Heaton  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Salter,  were  contributors 
to  the  notorious  Whig  pamphlets  entitled  ‘‘Athenian  Letters,”  among  the  other  contributors 
being  Philip  and  Charles  Yorke,  the  sons  of  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke  and  college  friends 
of  Sir  John  Cust.  It  was  indeed  a  somewhat  notable  society  at  Bene’t  College  under  Dr.  Mawson’s 
benign  rule.  There  is  but  little  information  as  to  Sir  John  Cust’s  career  at  Cambridge  ;  several 
letters  from  his  mother  to  her  son  there  have  been  preserved.  He  is  still  “  Jaekv  ”  to  her, 
and  her  letters  are  mainly  full  of  family  gossip,  some  cf  them  having  been  already  printed 
in  an  earlier  chapter  of  this  history. t  Mention  occurs  in  these  letters  of  visits  paid  by  Sir  John 
to  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Cockayne  at  Cockayne  Hatley,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Cambridge  and  thus 
within  riding  distance.  Elizabeth  Cust,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Cust,  the  first  Baronet, 
married  in  16G9  John  Cockayne  of  Cockayne  Hatley,  who  died  in  1719,  leaving  his  widow 
with  three  children,  Richard,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth.  Richard  Cockayne  died  in  1731  leaving 
a  widow,  so  there  were  two  widows  living  at  Hatley,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Cockayne,  in 
the  Manor  House,  and  Anne,  widow  of  Richard,  in  the  Hill  House.  Miss  Elizabeth  Cockayne 
died  in  1736,  but  her  mother  survived  until  1739  when  by  a  family  arrangement  the  estate 
passed  to  her  surviving  son,  Captain  Samuel  Cockayne,  R.N.,  who  bequeathed  it  on  his  death 
in  1745  to  Savile  Cust.  Lady  Cust  kept  up  affectionate  relations  with  Mrs.  Cockayne  and 
visited  her  at  Hatley,  where  young  Sir  John  was  evidently  a  welcome  guest  from  Cambridge 
whenever  he  was  able  to  ride  over  and  pay  a  visit  to  his  great  aunt.  We  read  of  a  visit  from 
Sir  John  to  “  Aunt  Cockaine  ”  in  March,  1735-6,  and  of  a  visit  from  Lady  Cust  to  Hatley  ta 
meet  Sir  John  on  June  3rd,  1736.  In  November,  1736,  when  Miss  Betty  Cockayne  was  taken 


B 


9 


*  Shortened  from  S.  Benedict. 


t  Vol.  II.,  pp.  225—242. 


. 


4  RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY. 

ill  and  died  at  Hatley ,  difficulties  arose  owing  to  the  strained  relations  between  old  Mrs  Cockavne 

and  her  son  Samuel  and  his  wife.  The  following  letter  from  Lady  Oust  shows  how  ml, oh 

xlrs.  Cockayne  w as  in  her  thoughts  by  her  letter,  and  in  November,  1737,  Lady  Cast  planned 

a,  visit  to  Hatley  with  her  daughter  Jenny  and  her  son  Dicky.  This  had  to  be  abandoned 

on  account  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  but  Miss  Jenny  seems  to  have  gone  there  later,  and 

,,a  7  succee(led  ln  obtaining  a  lady  companion  for  Mrs.  Cockayne  until  her  death  in 

May,  1  <39.  All  of  these  matters  were  of  some  concern  to  Sir  John  Cust  during  his  Cambridge 
■career.  ° 

Letter  from  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart.,  at  Cambridge. 

Monday  night,  Jan.  ye  17th. 

My  Dear,  1730-7. 

1  rec  d  yr  pritty  letter  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  for  you  allwavs  write  with  so  much 
good  sense  &  solhdity  that  you  give  me  great  Comfort.  You  did  just  as  I  wish’d  vou  would  doe 
]  Brother  Iranky  att  Huntindon  for  I  think  it  would  give  y"  both  a  pleasure  to  see 
-each  other  &  I  knew  he  could  tell  y"  ve  exact  time  when  to  meet  yr  uncle  Tvrconnel.  I  thank  vu 

•  1T1  gTV1,ng-  me  Si°  eXaCt  an  &ccount  of  >rr  journey  and  thought  myself e  of  your  going  to  liattlv  as  vou 
-did  I  desire  when  you  see  my  Aunt  Cockayne  you  will  give  my  kind  service  to  her  and'  let  'her 
know  she  is  offten  in  my  thoughts  and  that  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  get  her  to  me  in  the  summer 

if  she  does  not  goe  to  my  cosen,  lett  me  know  if  my  cosen  and  his  wife  offten  goes  to  see  her  for 
I  think  they  should. 

I  have  heard  from  Franky  this  very  day,  he  went  to  Eaton  last  Wednesday  and  sends  me  word 
he  came  off  very  well  with  his  Task.  I  heard  from  Billy  about  ten  days  agoe  and  he  was  verv  well 
poor  rogue,  I  think  he  is  allmost  lost  to  us  all  wee  see  so  very  little  of  him,  for  the  little  I  saw 
of  Franky  this  Xmass  gave  me  a  great  deal  of- pleasure,  I  wish’d  I  could  have  seen  ye  same  of  him. 
Indeed  my  dear  you  say  very  right  it  is  extreamly  kind  in  mv  cosen  to  take  vr  sister  a^ain  I  had 
some  feares  she  would  not  ask  her  to  come  but  god  allmighty  is  very  good  to  us  to  send  us  so 
valuable  a  fremd  as  she  is.  My  sister  Newton  is  prodigious  freindly  to  Miss  Kelham  or  ellse  Miss 
writes  me  word  she  should  have  but  little  reason  having  met  with  so  great  a  shock.  I  own  I  shall 
be  extreamly  glad  if  she  escapes  the  smallpox,  however  I  hope  she  will.  I  shall  be  readv  to  order 
r  mo;e  money  when  y«  please  but  Mrs.  Fox  will  soon  write  to  her  sister  to  pav  vou  ten  pounds 
You  may  inquire  in  about  a  fortnight  if  they  have  heard  from  her.  Dicky  does'purelv  and  is  <mtt 
sate  back  to  scool.  I  suppose  poor  Mrs.  Carr  is  dead  att  last.  We  are  like  to  be  verv  happv  in 
-our  new  minmster  who  is  a  very  gentlemanlike  clever  man  and  I  think  is  fitt  for  his  station/  If 
it  continues  so  warm  ye  winter  will  pass  away  insencibly.  I  realv  now  vissitt  mv  neighbours  a 
good  deal  but  can’t  say  I  have  any  more  news  to  send  you.  Mr.  Ashdon  has  been  att  Church  and 
is  well  to  a  mirracle.  I  want  y«  much  att  Cribige  after  supper  but  fancy  vou  are  better  imploved 
however  behev  I  allways  like  yr  Company  being  "  ' 

your  real  Affectionate 

Mother  and  sincere  Freind, 

A.  Cust. 

Peregrine  is  well  and  merry  he  and  yr  sisters  desire  kind  love  and  service  to  you  over  and  over. 
*ly  sis:  Newton  desired  Miss  Dolly  might  have  her  sister's  doll,  I  have  just  given  it  her  and  I  never 
.saw  anybody  more  happy  in  all  my  life  when  she  is  with  it,  I  am  sure  you  would  be  delighted  to 
•see  her.  Here  are  manny  inquirys  and  services  to  you.  Y°  forgott  to  date  yr  last. 

Sir  John  Cust  left  Cambridge  in  1739,  when  he  took  the  degree  of  M.A.  as  a  Fellow-Commoner. 
Hardly  any  record  has  been  kept  of  his  life  at  Bene't  College,  which  seems  to  have  been  exem¬ 
plary  if  uneventful.  If  we  may  judge  from  a  letter  written  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to 
Sir  John  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  the  university,  Sir  John  Cust  was  well  thought  of  there. 
Mr.  Gibert  was,  as  has  already  been  stated  in  the  account  of  Lord  Tyrconnel,  a  great  letter- 
writer,  and  his  letters  give  interesting  sidelights  on  the  families  at  Belton  and  Grantham. 
Allowing  for  a  certain  deference  of  tone  in  a  nobleman's  chaplain,  and  the  duty  of  a  parson 
to  give  advice,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Gibert  to  Sir  John  may  be  taken  as  giving  a  fair  account 
•of  Sir  John's  career  up  to  date. 
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Rev.  H.  Gibert  to  Sir  John'  Gust,  Bart. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  really  ashamed  of  my  long  silence  and  I  am  surprised  at  it  too  when  I  consider 
how  sincerely  I  love  and  respect  you  ;  we  are  told  you  have  left  the  University  ;  what  Inward 
satisfaction  must  it  now  he  to  you  to  have  Imployed  your  time  there  so  usefully  as  you  have 
done,  to  have  left  behind  you  a  good  reputation  and  a  Pattern  which,  I  fear,  few  Fellow-Commoners 
will  imitate  ;  had  you  made  your  chief  business  of  your  Pleasures,  all  that  Vanity  would  now  be 
over  and  nothing  woidd  remain  but  Idleness  and  vicious  Inclinations  ;  thank  God,  you  are  hitherto 
free  from  all  these,  and  will  always  continue  so,  if  with  your  usual  Prudence  you  avoid  those  various 
allurements  of  the  Town  which  prove  so  often  fatal  to  Gentlemen  of  your  age  :  Pardon  my  freedom, 
Dear  Sir,  in  pretending  to  advise  one  who,  as  I  often  found,  needs  no  advice  :  Impute  this  to  mv 
eager  wishes  of  seeing  you  sometime  or  other  what  I  know  you  are  capable  to  be,  a  great  Man : 
this  Character,  rightly  understood,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  your  Man  of  Pleasure,  it  requires  not 
only  good  Parts,  but  above  all  an  Immense  application  :  nihil  Tale  sine  magno  Lahore  (led it  mor- 
talibus  Xatura  :  whoever  designs  to  grow  eminently  useful  and  conspicuous  in  the  world,  he  must 
stock  his  memory  with  deep  and  well-chosen  Learning  ;  he  must  so  exercise  his  understanding 
as  to  render  it  quick,  solid,  and  nice  :  he  ought  to  subdue  his  Passions,  and  fill  his  heart  with  noble 
and  virtuous  sentiments.  How  truly  happy  will  you  be  if  you  firmly  resolve  to  make  this  hard 
Task  the  main  business  of  your  days  :  to  you  human  life  will  be  no  more  a  Dream,  a  Vanity,  but 
a  real  blessing,  Indeed,  which  will  continue  and  Improve  for  ever. 

There  is  no  need  to  tell  you  how  remarkable  is  My  lord  Tyrconnel  for  his  nice  taste,  his  well- 
chosen  Knowledge  and  his  honourable  Principles  ;  his  Lordship  anti  Mr.  C'ust  are  two  worthy  and 
sincere  friends  of  yours  in  whose  company  you  will  always  Improve  ;  next  to  these  I  humbly  advise 
you  to  get  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Forster  of  Gray’s  Inn.  I  have  had  great  opportunities  to 
observe  him,  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  he  is  a  man  not  only  of  great  abilities  anti  conduct 
in  worldly  affairs,  but  also  very  fit  to  Improve  in  such  minds  as  yours  the  Love  of  Wisdom  and 
Virtue. 

But  you  will  say  Perhaps  our  Parson  has  surely  got  the  Spleen  else  he  wouldn’t  hold  forth  in 
a  letter  at  this  unconscionable  rate  ;  my  advices  may  be  unseasonable  yet  I  am  sure  I  am  not 
hippish.  I  never  Injoved  my  retirement  so  chearfully,  witness  my  Dog  Pompey,  whom  I  now 
teach  many  merry  tricks  ;  he  is  already  grown  a  tolerable  Arithmetician  for  a  Curr,  anti  gets  me 
some  insight  in  algebra  as  you  shall  see  next  time  you  come  down  ;  my  only  fear  is  I'll  never  get 
into  his  Pate  how  to  exterminate  unknown  Quantities  :  This  Puts  me  in  mind  we  have  Lost  a  very 
Learned  and  Great  Mathematician  yet  I  hope  Multa  Pars  illius  vitabit  Libitinam  his  Book  will 
prolong  his  fame  and  make  some  amends  for  the  want  of  him.  The  Corporation  of  Grantham  is 
overjoyed  at  the  great  victory  this  Town  has  obtained  :  from  the  very  beginning  of  this  affair  I 
made  it  my  Bussiness  to  make  every  Body  sensible  how  much  they  were  obliged  to  My  lord  and 
how  great  Pains  he  was  taking  for  them,  I  followed  as  well  as  I  could  his  Lordship’s  directions  as 
they  were  signified  to  me  by  Mr.  Cust.  All  friends  in  Grantham  are  in  very  good  health  ;  my  wife 
and  I  desire  our  Duty  to  My  lord  and  Lady  and  our  humble  service  to  you,  Mr.  Cust,  and  Miss 
Cartwright,  Mrs.  Newton,  Mrs.  Woodcock,  Miss  Jenny  and  Mr.  Peregrine.  I  am  with  Sincerity 
Dear  Knight  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Gibert. 

Mr.  Haseldine  desires  his  humble  service  to  you. 

Some  light  is  thrown  upon  Sir  John's  life  at  Bene't  College  by  the  following  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Henry  Heaton,  alluding  to  some  imagined  discourtesy  on  Sir  John’s  part  to  his  old 
college  friends  when  posting  from  Lincolnshire  to  London  and  passing  through  or  near 
Cambridge  : — 

The  Rev.  Henry  Heaton,  Cambridge,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

SL 

The  letter  I  troubled  you  with  when  I  was  upon  ye  road  I  thought  necessary  to  justifie  our 
conduct  &  remove  ye  blame  from  ourselves  to  you  &  so  have  shown  you  inconsistent  with  yourself 
if  you  had  not  been  able  to  justifie  yourself  to  us.  Whatever  carriage  we  have  been  used  to  from 
a  person  you  know  we  disappointed  when  we  find  it  not  ve  same  &  as  you  have  hitherto  shown 
yourself  neither  indolent  nor  unmindful  of  appointments  nor  regardless  of  those  you  call’d  yr  acquain¬ 
tance  Mr.  Newcome  and  myself  were  prepar'1  with  articles  against  you  upon  some  of  these  heads 
wch  we  could  have  urgd  with  some  vehemence  if  we  had  mett  you  soon  after  our  disappointment 
but  he  has  since  heard  yr  reasons  and  inform11  me  of  ym  and  we  both  own  tr  force.  But  I  have 
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you  not.eon,y  7 not  ™ke  <*»*«*•  ta  y,  . . . 

manner  throw  out  your  arm  toward  us  and  dri'v  '  ”*'?  1  "ur,l°oddid  m  an  insolent  *  irreverent 

apprehensive  of  some  infect7om  L tiZ^vX Y^ZlTou  TT*'  “  «  > . 

secret.  We  have  heard  of  vr  misfortune  on  ve  rnfl(.  g  f .  to  &  yr  companion  l  shall  keep 
musiek  club  where  I  first  heard  of  it  and  hit  c°ndole  with  you,  it  was  buz'1  about  at  v“ 
I  lament  very  much  mTsCo™  wa“ It’ TuT  *  an  eXCellent  *>'"  <>*  Mr.  Kami 
euffcr'i  a  gold  watch  and  money  to  go  at  so  easy  i  rate"  ho  *  '  *  <l0ien  pist°'?  who  WCJI'I<I  not  have 
interruption  on  y«  road  that  I  hear  of  you  mav  if  ’  i  g“e  to  Glollces(er  without  anv 

believe  we  shall  have  his  company  in  r£  Y  -y°U  P'eaS?  d'rect  to  h,m  there  at  present  but  I 

accepting  my  correspondence  in  thLoblWn?tearmlVc“n  if ^  7^'  1  retUrn  -vou  blanks  for 

you  with  any  news  from  this  quarter  fromVyr  most 

Mr.  Yorke  presents  his  Humble  Service  to  you.  HeN*  Heatox* 

Cambridge,  Decr  10th,  1739. 


From .  to  Sir  John  Cost,  Bart. 

Dear  Sir  John,  Cambridge,  March  the  9th,  1739-40. 

able  to  me8” hVeaTfremhyou  ehhefsiS !°r  T'  “T"-''.  End  °Wiging  Letter.  It  is  equally  agree, 
tary  or  at  yr  writing  Table  in  I  V  V  g  m  ^  presidential  elbow  Chair  and  dictating  to  the  secre- 

to  Mr.  Secretary  an!  extl^Te  1  P"St 

enclosing  my  Packets  when  thev  grow  too  hulk  P  i  ‘  1  h&Ve  USed  the  Llberty  y°u  gave  me  of 

that  that  the  Philosopher  will  Vomo  f  +  y  under  a  cover  to  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  I  doubt  not 

did  to  Mr.  Lawrys  t^en ^seTcarhle  vo^  1  ^  the  Nation  of  Milo’s  Speech 

humorous  Epistle  Wch  j  si10flld  }  ,  :  U  ®  him  lf  £ou  Please  that  I  have  inserted  his 

eloquence  might  be  inserted  reLlTlv  one  aft  T  "T  Brother  desired  ^at  his  Papers  on 

was  quite  finished.  Mr.  Carlile  sent  me  some' t  ier  thaJ  the  subJect  might  not  be  broken  till  it 
that  on  the  Frost  Wch  I  ag°,  &  ^fcter  Wlth  hints  of  ^e  Additions  to 

•change  of  weather.  I  hope  vo  wd  nof  rh  V  ai  T  ^  necessary  iterations  to  fit  it  for  ve 
further  for  I  talk  so  long  to  ^  vouln l  V *  1  wiU  HOt  detain  vou  an^ 

pertinent  to  take  up  much  more  of  yr  timeTn :6iBody  asf  a  Committee  that  I  should  be  very  im- 
Man’s  talking  3  hours  in  ye  house  of  Commons  f^apaCltJ  °f  Pnvate  persons.  I  would  be  like  a 
at  y«  door  when  y.  Debate  "”*■  “  "■'th 

rYojrt  b^z 

famil/coLet  on  w q  h  rva  I"  f’,  7  Chancdlor’s  «*>»d  «>„.  Dr.  Newcome  had  a 
CbJiTwhl  If  John  oT  4  ‘eft  :  C°lle0ti°n  °f  b°°kS  tQ  the  Iib™>-  of  Grantham 
been  attacked  and  bK  ^  f  u  °ne  °f  the  trustees-  The  allusion  to  Sir  John  having 

at  that  dateed  a'ld  r°bbed  by  h«h™.™en  is  an  i, lustration  of  the  risks  taken  by  traveller 

He  had 'bet  a^itted  ofSm^r'm  T  "°  ■*“  ”  tak“*  “P  the  Study  of  la"'- 
there  in  February  17JS  q  ,*■  cmple  before  gomg  up  to  Cambridge  and  he  took  chambers 

he  Lged  L  Zd„„  b  t  ,  C°ntmUed  *°  h°ld  UntU  May’  1743‘  14  is  “ncertain  where 

in  CwtL  CW  b  m  "  I."  °f  1701  Frands  °USt  alludes  to  Sir  Joh"  having  lived 

£mtZZtZa;rr^h"'  *he  ^“P16  Pre0inCtS-  Letters  are  addressed  to  him 
rom  rime  to  time  at  Kichards  ,  a  coffee-house,  near  Temple  Bar 

and  sZreg  ior  tW  °*  hiS  be  We“  to  take  «»  hie  brothers 

na  sisters,  for  they  played  a  large  part  in  the  future  Speaker’s  life. 

The  short  career  of  Billy,”  next  brother  to  Sir  John,  has  already  been  described  in  the 
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chapter  devoted  to  their  mother.  Lady  Gust.*  William  Gust  entered  the  Navy  in  1735,  then 
aged  14,  and  after  a  period  of  training  at  Portsmouth  was  appointed  to  H.M.S.  ‘  Falmouth,’ 
and  sailed  for  the  West  Indies  in  February  1737-8.  Both  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  Savile  Gust 
were  much  interested  in  the  young  sailor.  Savile  Cust  was  particularly  attached  to  him  and 
evidently  intended  to  make  him  his  heir.  William  Cust  wrote  to  Sir  John  on  April  2nd,  1739, 
speaking  most  warmly  of  his  uncle's  kindness,  and  in  a  letter  from  Jamaica  written  in  August, 
1739,  he  says,  “  Last  Sunday  a  Man  of  War  from  England  brought  news  it  is  said  that  a  war 
was  declared  with  Spain  &  we  are  all  very  busy  in  preparing  to  go  out  in  Quest  of  Spanish 
ships."  He  was  back  in  England  in  1740  when  Lord  Tyrconnel  obtained  for  him  an  introduction 
to  Admiral  Vernon,  then  the  popular  naval  hero  in  consequence  of  his  capture  of  Portobello. 
Admiral  Vernon  was  very  kind  to  young  William  and  took  him  on  board  his  own  ship,  whence 
in  1741  he  obtained  his  promotion  to  a  lieutenancy  on  H.M.S.  ‘  Suffolk,’  under  Captain  Thomas 
Davers.  He  served  under  Admiral  Vernon  in  the  expedition  to  Cartagena  and  Santiago  di 
Cuba.  It  has  already  been  told  what  pleasure  William's  success  gave  to  his  family.  His 
mother  writes  to  Sir  John  saying  that  she  will  be  as  good  as  she  can  for  two  such  sons  “  as 
you  and  your  dear  brother  William  are  deserved  the  best  of  mothers. 

William  Cust  returned  to  England  in  February,  1741-2,  and  passed  from  the  debateable 
service  of  Admiral  Vernon  in  the  West  Indies  to  the  equally  debateable  service  of  Admiral 
Mathews  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  served  under  Mathews  in  the  ‘  Stirling  Castle,’  at  the 
battle  with  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  off  Toulon  in  Hyeres  Bay  on  February  11th.  1743-4, 
of  which  he  sent  a  spirited  account  to  his  mother, f  written  from  the  ‘  Stirling  Castle,’  which 
ship  had  been  successful  in  taking  two  valuable  prizes.  No  less  a  person  than  Mr.  Pelham 
himself  had  written  to  Admiral  Mathews  recommending  young  William  Cust  to  his  notice, 
.  so  that  the  Admiral  took  him  for  a  time  into  his  own  ship,  H.M.S.  ‘  Namur,’  and  brought  him 
back  to  England  in  December,  1744.  He  was  in  England  till  August,  1745,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  be  second  lieutenant  under  Admiral  Vernon.  In  January,  1745-6,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  a  sloop,  H.M.S.  ‘  Otter,’  in  which  he  cruised  about  the  Channel 
and  succeeded  in  taking  various  prizes  in  the  Downs,  as  narrated  in  the  letters  to  Lady  Cust.| 
In  July,  1747,  in  reward  for  his  gallantry  in  taking  a  valuable  prize  off  Cherbourg,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  a  man  of  war,  H.M.S.  ‘  Boston,’  in  America.  In  October,  1747, 
he  went  out  under  Commodore  Knowles  in  the  ‘  Port  Mahon,’  and  in  the  following  March, 
before  reaching  his  own  ship,  took  part  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Port  Louis  in  Hispaniola, 
in  which  action  he  unfortunately  lost  his  life.  The  sorrow  caused  by  his  death  has  already 
been  alluded  to.  In  addition  to  the  letters  to  his  mother  and  Sir  John,  of  which  extracts  have 
already  been  printed,  the  following  letter  from  William  Cust  to  his  uncle,  Savile  Cust,  is  worth 
reading  as  a  sidelight  on  naval  discipline  at  this  date. 


William  Cust  at  Plymouth  to  Savile  Cust. 

Sr, 

In  answer  to  yours  desiring  to  know  ye  worst  relating  to  ve  Sergeant,  I  beg  Leave  to  acquaint, 
you  that  he  has  all  along  been  ye  most  idle  drunken  man  I  ever  knew,  &  ye  Fault  I  whipt  him  for 
was  not  only  staying  a  shore  two  nights  without  Leave,  but  at  ye  same  Time  insulting  ye  Persons 
I  sent  on  shore  with  ye  French  Prisoners,  which  might  have  occasioned  a  great  Deal  of  mischief, 
after  which  he  &  five  marines  were  sent  upon  Duty  at  Dartmouth,  in  returning  back  they  stopt 
at  ye  entrance  of  two  Roads,  one  of  which  led  to  Plymouth  &  ye  other  Home,  &  by  ye  Luck  of  a 
Halfpenny  he  carried  them  all  to  Plymouth,  for  which  he  was  broke  &  ye  men  excused  by  a  Court 
Martial  of  their  own  :  Tho’  I  agree  with  you  it  is  right  to  avoid  all  disputes  with  ve  Land  officers, 
yet  when  Marines  are  on  Bd  a  ship  they  are  just  on  ye  footing  with  Seamen,  &  whatever  crimes  they 
commit  they  are  to  be  punished  in  ye  same  manner  as  Seamen,  &  ought  to  be  tried  at  Sea  Court 
Martials,  &  accordingly  the  Admiralty  had  ordered  these  men  Prisoners  on  Bd  a  Man  of  War  to 


*  Vol.  II.,  pp.  242  seq. 


t  Ibid.,  pp.  252,  253. 


t  Ibid.,  p.  207. 


■ 

■ 


8 


RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY. 


stand  their  Tryal,  but  before  that  order  came,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment  had  brought 
them  to  a  Court  Martial,  upon  which  ye  marines  were  ordered  me  again,  &  by  ye  Articles  of  War 
I  have  an  Authority  to  give  any  one  under  ye  Degree  of  a  Warrant  officer  12  Lashes,  &  have  a^ 
yet  received  no  Reprimand  from  ye  Board,  tho’  you  had  better  mention  no  more  of  the  matter. 
&  above  all  be  cautious  never  to  marre  the  Admiralty.  I  thank  you  for  your  care  in  recommending 
me  to  ye  Person  going  to  command  in  ye  West  Indies,  whose  Captain  I  would  like  to  go,  or  a  Volun¬ 
teer  upon  a  Promise  to  be  ye  first  Post  Captain  he  makes,  tho’  that  is  hasardous  as  he  mayn’t  like 
me  when  abroad,  &  then  I  can't  easily  leave  him,  without  great  Loss  of  Time,  neither  do  vacancies 
happen  often,  Mr.  Davers  has  not  had  one,  he  may  put  me  off  for  ye  second  or  third,  &  if  in  ye  mean 
Time  other  Trumps  should  turn  up  here,  it  would  be  pity,  &  I  should  think  Sr  John  in  a  very  fair¬ 
way  at  present,  as  every  Day  brings  different  Winds,  however  I  shall  refuse  nothing  you  judge 
proper,  &  should  like  to  know  who  goes  first,  '&  then  I  shall  be  a  better  Judge  of  ye  Terms  I’m 
upon.  I  will  write  next  Post  to  my  Lord,  &  am 

your  Dutifull  &  Affectionate 
Nephew, 

Feb.  27th,  1746.  Wm.  Cust. 

‘  Otter  ’  Sloop  at  Plymouth. 

Francis  Cust,  the  third  son  of  Sir  Richard  Cust  and  Anne  Brownlow,  was  born  at  Leasingharn 
and  baptized  there  on  March  18th,  1721-2.  He  went  with  his  brother  to  the  Grammar  School 
at  Grantham  under  Dr.  Bacon.  As  his  guardians  destined  him  for  a  legal  career,  little  Franky 
was  admitted  of  the  Middle  Temple  by  special  arrangement  on  February  12th,  173-L-5,  the 
same  day  as  his  brother  Sir  John.  His  early  admission  was  probably  effected  hi  order  to  secure 
in  due  course  the  tenancy  of  chambers  in  the  Temple.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  Francis 
Cust  proceeded  from  Grantham  School  to  Eton,  where  he  arrived  in  the  summer  of  1733  and 
was  placed  in  the  Fourth  Form.  He  appears  to  have  boarded  at  the  house  of  a  Mrs.  Groves, 
known  as  Baldwin’s  Shore,  and  probably  his  brother  John  was  a  boarder  at  the  same  house. 
In  1736,  evidently  at  the  wish  of  his  uncles,  Francis  Cust  was  elected  on  to  the  Foundation 
of  Eton  College  and  remained  a  King’s  Scholar  until  1738,  when  he  was  elected  to  an  Eton 
Scholarship  at  King's  College,  Cambridge,  whither  he  proceeded  in  1739.  Some  letters  of 
Francis  Cust  from  Eton  throw  a  light  on  the  school  life  of  the  period. 

Francis  Cust  at  Eton  College  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Eaton,  May  ye  23d,  1736. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  recd  your  Letter  yesterday  &  should  have  been  very  much  pleased  with  the  Title  you 
gave  me  if  it  was  to  be  my  property  much  longer,  but  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  soon  a  Transforma¬ 
tion  of  Praeposter  into  a  Colleger,  my  uncle  Cust  talking  very  much  of  it.  My  Dame  has  not  got 
any  more  Boarders  yet,  but  has  lately  had  a  very  numerous  Family  :  Cack  &  Deb  Lovell,  Mr.  & 
two  Mrs.  Cawson  with  their  children,  &  Mrs.  Trevisa  &  her  Daughter  who  staid  about  a  month 
but  are  now  gone,  they  all  came  on  purpose  to  assist  my  Dame  except  the  Lovells  &  paid  for  their 
Board.  Our  Breaking  up  is  as  you  guest,  &  it  is  no  more  them  what  I  expected  to  stay  till  Monday 
or  Tuesday,  but  as  for  the  Thursday  or  Fryday  (you  having  been  so  jocular  while  you  was  here  as 
allways  to  make  me  fat  at  the  Breakings  up)  is  almost  incredible  to 

your  most  affectionate 

brother,  Francis  Cust. 

My  Dame,  Sr  Rivers,  petre  &  phoush  give  their  service  to  you,  whom  when  I  met  to  give  your 
service  to  him  was  cocking  his  punctilio. 


Francis  Cust  at  Eton  College  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Eaton,  October  ye  12th,  1736. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  recd  yours  this  afternoon,  by  which  I  find  you  think  I  am  gott  already  into  College,  Which 
I  am  not  but  have  been  in  expectation  of  it  every  Day  &  am  quite  sure  of  it  before  this  month  is 
out.  Mrs.  Groves  went  to  London  last  Sunday  to  see  Mrs.  Trevisa  who  is  so  ill  that  she  was  given. 
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over  by  the  Physicians  on  account  of  Captain  Trevisa  who  died  last  Monday  of  a  l1  ever.  As  for 
the  Baronet's  nephew  who  he  is  l  know  no  more  than  you.  All  that  I  can  say  is  that  he  came  to 
see  the  College  (at  the)  Christopher  &  about  8  of  Clock  at  Night  he  saw  young  Hale  standing  at 
his  Dame’s  Door  &  offered  him  a  great  Deal  of  money  to  take  a  Walk  with  him  in  the  playing 
Fields  who  being  refus'1  by  him  went  to  some  other  Boys  in  the  same  amorous  way,  but  had  the 
same  Luck  with  them.  The  Boys  the  next  morning  told  it  to  almost  all  the  school,  who  vent  to 
the  Christopher  about  7  o’clock  &  sei/.'1  him  as  he  was  just  going  of  &  would  have  duck'1  him  in 
Barnes-pool  had  not  the  Doctor  &  Mr.  Sumner  come  &  prevented  them  by  sending  them  directly 
into  school,  where  they  stayed  till  the  Doctor  had  sent  for  2  Constables  wrho  along  with  Hale  <V  the 
gentleman  went  to  the  Justices  at  Iver.  They  after  having  severely  reprimanded  him  foi  hi.--  fully 
at  last  set  him  free.  This  is  all  that  I  can  say  about  it,  which  l  believe  you  might  see  as  particular 
in  the  newspapers  ;  therefore  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself, 

Your  most  affectionate  Brother, 

Francis  Cust. 

Pray  give  my  Duty  to  mv  Mamma  &  Lord  &  Lady  Tyrconnel  &  Love  to  my  Brothers  &  Sifters 
&  service  to  Mr.  Cartwright. 

p.S. — Mr.  Randal  the  postman  is  lately  turned  out  of  his  office. 


Franky  is  often  mentioned  in  the  letters  from  Anne,  Lady  Oust,  to  Sir  John.  At  Christmas,. 
1736,  she  writes  that  Franky,  who  was  then  at  Belton,  did  not  seem  after  all  to  like  the  Founda¬ 
tion,  though  he  had  not  yet  lain  in  the  Long  Chamber.  In  the  following  March  Franky  had 
the  chicken-pox.  A  letter  from  him  to  Sir  John  from  Eton  on  November  16th,  173S.  has 
already  been  printed,*  and  from  this  it  appears  that  he  was  second  in  the  School. 

William  Cust  writes  from  Port  Royal  on  April  2nd,  1739,  saying,  “  Franky  I  hear  is  almost 
at  the  top  of  Eaton  School,  but  it  will  be  near  a  year  before  he  can  be  admitted  to  King  s 
College.”  In  March,  1739-40,  Francis  Cust,  then  at  Cambridge,  wns  busying  himself  about  his 
youngest  brother,  Richard,  just  about  to  follow  him  at  Eton.f  Francis  Cust  followed  the  usual 
career  of  an  Eton  and  King's  Scholar  at  Cambridge,  proceeding  in  due  course  to  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1742  and  Master  of  Arts  in  1746.  The  following  letters  to  his  brother. 
Sir  John,  throw  some  light  on  Cambridge  life  at  this  period.  If  Francis  Cust  was  a  candidate 
for  a  Craven  Scholarship  in  April,  1742,  he  was  not  successful.  He  was,  however,  elected  to 
a  Fellowship  at  King’s  College. 


Savtle  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


My  Dr  Sr  John, 

Harry  Jewel  brought  me  a  letter  directed  to  Franky,  which  I  open'1,  as  I  saw  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  post  marke  on  it,  it  came  from  King’s  College  &  was  a  congratulation  on  his  resignation, 
being  gone  to  Eaton,  &  his  friend  advisis'1  him  to  contrive  to  be  at  Cambridge  on  ve  3 1  of  next  month 
at  furthest,  otherwise  it  seems  he  will  loose  a  year.  I  sent  it  to  him  at  Eaton,  but  if  he  is  still 
with  you  send  him  away  post,  he  has  yet  time  to  be  rip’d  &  get  to  King’s  by  ye  3d  of  next  month. 
I  hope  this  will  not  prove  another  trick  upon  him,  but  be  it  as  it  will,  it  is  worth  his  while  to 
hast  to  Eaton  to  be  satisfied.  Mrs.  Woodcock  &  all  here  are  well.  She  thinks  it  long  since  she 
heard  from  Grantham,  &  wants  to  hear  of  Mrs.  Chapell,  &  we  wish  you  all  may  be  merry  at  y  e  races. 
Prav  make  my  compliments  to  all  at  Belton  &  at  Grantham  &  believe  me  most  affectionately . 


y«  6th  of  June. 


Yours, 

Savile  Cust. 


Francis  Cust  at  Cambridge  to  Sir  John  Cust  at  London. 

King’s.  Decr  ye  27th,  1739. 

Dear  Brother, 

Considering  that  I  at  present  labour  under  a  scarcity  of  Tea,  &  that  it  is  bought  much 
cheaper  and  better  at  London  than  here,  I  make  recourse  to  you  &  would  be  obhgd  to  you  if  you 
would  send  me  a  pound  of  Green,  &  half  a  pound  of  Boliea  bought  of  Mr.  Twining  at  16’  a  pound. 

*  Yol.  II.,  p.  240.  t  P-  243- 
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which  I  will  repay  for  any  of  these  four  ways,  viz.,  by  paying  ye  Remainder  of  ye  money  for  ye  Books 
you  subscribed  for,  or  ye  next  Time  I  see  you,  or  any  other  wav,  or  what  does  it  signiKe  whether 
I  pay  you  again  or  no?  f  had  a  Letter  lately  from  little  Dick  who  says  you  think  it  better  for 
him  not  to  go  to  Eaton  till  Whitsuntide,  which  I  am  sorry  for,  for  I  think  that  otherwise  lie  would 
come  to  these  blest  Abodes  at  least  a  year  and  a  half  sooner.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  that  one 
Miss  Baron  a  great  fortune  of  this  University  was  run  away  with  lately  by  one  Pemberton.  Fellow 
of  Emanuel  College.  She  has  since  their  marriage  fell  ill  of  ye  small  Pox,  &,  I  believe  in  a  very 
bad  way.  That  Distemper  rages  so  much  here  now,  that  it  is  almost  as  bad  as  the  plague,  &  has 
lately  carried  off  one  of  our  Fellows  who  was  buried  in  our  Chappel  with  great  solemnity  with  our 
\  erses  pinn  d  upon  his  Pall.  I  had  a  letter  lately  from  Perry  &  am  sorry  to  hear  that  he  is  so  far 
from  touching  ye  50£.  I  am  quite  asham'd  of  myself  for  not  having  wrote  since  1  have  been  here 
to  Miss  Cust,  for  which  I  can  make  no  other  excuse  than  that  I  have  nothing  to  sav,  which  1  shall 
likev\  ise  make  use  of  for  an  excuse  for  subscribing  myself, 

Yr  most  affect.  Br., 

Francis  Cust. 

I  beg  my  duty  to  my  Ld  &  Ly  Tyrconnel,  &  service  to  Mrs.  Cartwright. 


Francis  Cust  at  Cambridge  to  Sir  John  Cust  at  London. 

King’s  Welch  Dav,  1740. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  am  obligd  to  you  for  your  Intelligence  of  the  ship’s  going  out,  &  of  Dr  Middleton’s  Book. 
I  write  to  see,  ye  1st  Post  after  having  recd  yrs.  so  that  it  is  not  my  Fault  if  I  am  too  late  with 
ye  inclosed,  which  I  have  sent  unseal'd,  not  that  I  think  it  worth  yr  reading,  but  to  gratify  a  Curiosity 
which  I  think  you  have  to  see  what  I  say,  &  to  save  myself  ye  great  &  needless  Trouble  &  Expence 
of  Wax.  As  to  ye  Life  of  Tu-ly  ye  Poet  (as  old  Prior,  ye  Porter  at  Eaton,  usd  to  call  him)  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  perform  your  proffer'1  Kindness  in  sending  it,  &  have  accordingly 
inclosed  my  Rec* ;  my  mother  has  got  her  own  &  ye  Rec*  at  Grantham,  whom  I  design  to  write  to 
about  it.  I  should  have  wrote  to  you  long  before,  but  staid  as  I  should  now  if  I  had  not  heard 
from  you,  till  ye  Tripos  was  over,  which  will  be  at  ye  Time  of  ye  Assizes.  If  there  is  anything  remark¬ 
able  at  ye  last  Tripos  (as  there  was  not  at  ye  first)  or  at  ye  Assizes,  which  I  doubt,  as  Judge  Page 
attends  ye  Parliament,  you  shall  hear  in  another  Letter.  The  Reason  too  why  I  did  not  write 
before  was  because  ye  Election  of  a  Fellow  of  S1  John's  will  be  in  about  a  Fortnight’s  Time  :  so  that 
if  Bugg*  is  chose  (which  I  a  little  doubt ;  for  he  will  find  powerfull  Antagonistt  in  Jerry  Barnardt 
&  another  man  .  .)  you  shall  hear  likewise  in  another  Letter.  A  Trial  came  on  about  a  week  ago  in  ye 
Vice-Chancellor  s  Court,  some  gowns-men  behaving  contemptuously  to  ye  moderator  ;  but  as  Judg¬ 
ment  is  put  off  to  another  Day,  I  shall  refer  that  too  to  another  Letter.  A  man  of  St  John’s  has 
lost  since  Xmas  50£  out  of  his  Bureau,  &  2  Batchellours  are  suspected  to  have  stole  it  &  if  detected 
will  be  expelled,  which  I  refer  also  to  my  next  Letter.  Now  I  talk  so  much  of  S*  John’s,  I  can't 
help  telling  you  that  Mr.  lownshendj  is  just  enter’d  Nobleman  of  that  Coll:  from  Eaton:  &  ye 
university  can't  dispense  with  ye  Loss  of  Stevens,  who  has  just  taken  Orders  &  left  ye  college.  Bob 
Cooper  is  just  chose  Fellow  of  Queen’s,  in  ye  Room  of  Mr  Brown  who  is  married,  you  certainly 
know,  to  ye  Bishop  of  Peterborough’s  Daughter. 

I  heard  by  chance  that  Bob  Kelham  is  recover'1  from  ye  small-pox,  which  I  should  be  glad  to 
hear  is  true,  for  I  did  not  know  he  had  it  ;  I  beg  you  will  tell  Miss  Cust  I  will  shortly  answer  her 
Letter  :  &  after  having  jumbled  together  a  Farrago  of  I  don’t  know  what,  I  at  last  subscribe  myself  : 

Yours  affectionately, 

Francis  Cust. 

I  beg  my  Duty  to  my  L'1  &  IJ  T.  &  my  Uncle  Cust  &  service  to  Mrs.  Woodcock. 

P-8-— I  forgot  to  wish  you  Joy  of  ye  27th  of  last  month. 


*  Rev.  John  Bugg,  elected  Fellow  of  St.  John's  17  March  1740-1. 

t  Perhaps  Edward  Barnard  of  St.  John’s,  13  March  1743,  tutor  to  the  three  Townshend  brothers  and  afterwards 
headmaster  of  Eton  College. 

J  Hon.  George  Townshend,  eldest  son  of  Viscount,  afterwards  Marquess  Townshend. 


SIR  JOHN  GUST,  BART. 
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Francis  Cust  at  Cambridge  to  Sir  John  Cost  at  London. 


Dear  BROr 


King’s  Coll:  Apl  ye  2nd,  1742. 


You  imagined  in  your  last  we  should  hear  from  one  another  no  more  before  Easter,  which 
I  don’t  think  was  an  absurd  supposition.  Nor  do  I  take  this  to  be  a  contradiction  of  it  :  for  I  am 
so  exact  a  Correspondent  that  did  I  not  want  vr  Advice  in  a  particular  Case,  I  m  not  sure  you  would 
have  heard  from  me.  The  Case  is  this  :  there  are  2  University  Scholarships  just  declared  vacant 
by  a  schedule  of  ye  Vice-C'hancellours,  founded  by  L(l  Craven,  which  are  each  of  them  2;>t  p.  Ann: 
for  14  years.  I  need  not  tell  you  what  an  honourable,  what  a  profitable  &  what  a  pretty  Peece 
of  Preferment  this  is  :  <£  I'm  sure  neither  you  nor  my  Uncle  Cust  (I  mention  him  last  because  he's 
a  younger  Brother  as  well  as  myself)  would  be  against  my  offering  myself  a  Candidate,  if  I  had  any 
Chance  of  succeeding:  but  there  lies  ye  main  Difficulty.  These,  like  other  Preferments,  are  dis¬ 
posed  of  entirely  by  Interest,  &  ye  Disposers  of  it,  who  are  likewise  ye  Examiners  of  ye  candidates, 
are  ye  following  Persons,  viz.,  the  Vice-Chancellour,  viz.,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Master  of  Queen  s.  the 
Professors  of  Divinity,  Law,  &  Physick,  viz.,  Dr.  Bentley,  Dr.  Dickens.  &  Dr.  Plumptre ;  the 
Professors  of  Greek  &  Hebrew,  viz.,  Dr.  Taylor  &  Dr.  Bouquett,  &  ye  publick  orator,  Mr.  Tunstall. 
Now  I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  either  of  these  except  Dr.  Dickens,  who  has  been  wrote 
to  by  some  Nobleman  for  his  vote,  but  he  will  not  promise  it:  But  I  have  had  such  frequent 
experience  of  my  Uncle  C'ust's  vr  Friendship,  that  if  you  can  make  my  interest  with  either  of 
ye  above-mentioned,  I  daresay  you  will  not  be  wanting  in  your  endeavour  to  promote  it.  This 
is  a  Thing  of  very  great  Honour,  &  I  agree  entirely  with  Ovid  in  such  a  case  nec  tarn  Turpe  fuit  vinci. 
quam  contend isse  decorum ■  est.  I  think  any  Person  who  is  sure  of  a  "Vote  would  stand  without  any 
more  Ceremony  ;  &  what  would  induce  me  further  is  that  Dr.  Dickens  has  just  now  desired  me 
to  go  to  see  him  to-morrow,  because  he  says  he  wants  to  have  some  particular  Talk  with  me  ;  y 
I  know  him  to  be  a  man  very  partially  prejudiced  in  Favour  of  ye  Kings-men.  If  ve  Result  of  our 
conversation  be  worth  your  hearing,  I  will  write  to  you  again,  but  I  did  not  chuse  to  defer  it  till 
then  because  I  think  no  Time  is  to  be  lost  :  for  which  Reason  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  my  Chicle 
Cust’s  &  yr  advice  about  it  as  soon  as  possible.  I  don’t  hear  yet  how  many  candidates  there  are 
likely  to  be,  nor  have  I  any  Thing  farther  to  offer  about  it,  but  that  they  are  allowed  a  fortnight 
from  ye  1st  of  April  to  prepare  themselves  for  examination  &  that  ye  Greek  Professor  has  already 
promised  his  Vote.  I  shall  be  guided  by  you  two  entirely  in  this  affair,  &  am 


yrs  most  affectionately, 

Fran.  Cust. 


I  beg  my  Duty  to  my  Uncle  Cust  &  my  service  to  Mrs.  Woodcock,  when  you  see  her. 

P.S. — As  intent  as  I  am _ I  can’t  help  telling  you  how  infinitely  pleased  I  was  to  see  ye 

Lieutenant. 


Francis  Cust  at  Cambridge  to  Lady  Cust  at  Grantham. 


King’s  Coll.  Feb.  ye  28th,  1742-3. 


Mad"1, 

The  Cheeses  are  at  last  come,  &  I  hope  they  will  be  so  well  liked,  that  ye  goodness  of  them 
may  make  Amends  for  your  impatient  expectations  of  them  this  long  time.  I  was  in  Doubt  whether 
I  should  send  them  to  Town,  not  knowing  whether  my  Lady  would  not  chuse  to  have  them  there, 
but  not  hearing  anything  further  relating  to  their  leaving  ye  Country,  I  venture  to  send  them  there. 
I  recd  my  Sisrs  last,  but  have  nothing  to  say  in  Answer  to  it  that  will  be  worth  ye  expence  of  Postage. 
I  desire  yur  La'1  therefore  will  tell  her  yl  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  her  for  ye  Accts  she  has  been  at 
so  much  trouble  to  give  me  ;  but  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  Foulkes  is  so  great  an  obstacle  to 
my  Bror.  I  hope  however  all  ye  consequence  he  can  be  of  will  only  be  to  prolong,  but  not  to  prevent 
ye  match.  I  have  sent  3  old  Franks  because  I  think  they  will  serve  again,  wch  is  a  thought  not  very 
consistent  with  my  usual  Character  of  a  Manager,  wch  Character  if  1  don’t  much  deserve,  I  hope 
I  shall  always  deserve  that  of 

Yr  Lap’3  most  obed*  &  dut1  son, 

Francis  Cust. 


I  beg  my  Duty  to  my  Ld  &  Lv  with  my  wishes  of  a  good  journey  to  Town ;  &  my  Love  to  my  Sis. 

c  2 


. 
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RECORDS  OF  THE  OUST  FAMILY. 


Immediately  on  taking  his  degree  at  Cambridge,  Francis  Cast  entered  on  his  legal  career 
He  was  admitted  to  Chambers  in  the  Middle  Temple  on  November  24th,  1743,  and  called  to 
the  Bar  on  June  13th,  1746.  He  and  his  brother  Sir  John  took  lessons  in  short-hand  writing 
from  the  famous  John  Byrom,  who  mentions  them  in  his  letters  to  his  wife  as  follows 


John  Byrom  to  Mrs.  Byrom.* 


Abington’s.  Thursday  night,  June  10,  1742. 


DEA*EST  LOVE  :  1  had  thine  yesterday  ;  soon  got  better  of  a  cold  that  I  got  one  imdit  when 
it  was  a  cold  wind  after  a  hot  day.  I  have  kept  pretty  much  at  my  lodgings  of  late  because  two 
or  three  gentlemen  call  on  me.  Sir  John  Gust  and  his  brother,  who,  as  I  told  Beppy  m  mv  last 
had  begun  to  learn  shorthand,  have  been  with  me  this  evening,  and  Dr.  Vernon’s  nephew  the 
Captam  s  son  that  dined  at  Stockport  with  Duke  Devon.  This  Sir  John  Gust  is  a  voun*  gentleman 
at  the  Temple,  a  very  sober,  agreeable  man,  and  takes  pains,  and  is  much  pleased  :  his  brother  goes 

m  a  (flay  °r  tw°’  should  have  gone  to-day,  but  had  a  mind  of  a  little  more  instruction 
rst  though  he  is  otherwise  busy,  and  I  have  a  mind  to  get  ’em  forward  too . 


Cambridge,  Tuesday  night,  March  22,  1742-3. 

*.ha,Ve  ™et  wdb  one  of  my  London  beginners,  the  younger  of  the  two  Custs  brothers,  a  fellow 

g  \  'lh°  dlibTUt  JUSt  begm’  bef°re  he  went  to  Cambridge :  I  saw  him  at  S*  Mary’s  on  Sundav 
and  drank  tea  with  him  yesterday  and  hope  to  finish  his  instruction  now  I  am  here.  ‘He  savs  thev 

twl  alT  tty  eighJ  f  th>\m  m  their  Chapel  fr°m  a  Monday  morning  six  o’clock  till  Tuesdav 
three  in  the  afternoon  before  they  could  agree  about  the  choice  of  a  new  Master,  who  by  their  Charter 

must  have  the  majority  of  them  present,  and  there  were  three  parties,  the  bigger  for  Dr  Geor-e 

to^he  Bf°h  Mr‘  frTDl  ‘  ,  eray’  aUd  the  third  for  Mr‘  Chapman  ;  at  last  rather  than  let  it  lap,e 

Dr  Geor  P  ’  &S  *  mUSt  d°  if  n°  ch°ice  be  made  in  forty  eight  hours,  they  chose 


r.  Snape,  Provost  of  King’s  College,  died  in  January,  1742-3,  and  a  sharp  contest  for 
his  post  ensued.  As  a  Fellow  of  the  College,  Francis  Cust  took  part  in  the  famous  election 
in  Chapel  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  January  17th  and  18th,  when  the  Fellows  passed  the  night 
within  the  Chapel  before  they  could  decide  the  election.  In  later  years  Francis  Cust,  though 
non-resident  at  Cambridge,  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  College.  He  settled 
in  London,  where  he  obtained  good  practice  as  a  Chancery  lawyer,  attaining  silk  as  Kind's 
Counsel  and  eventually  becoming  Recorder  of  Grantham  and  Counsel  to  the  Board  of  4dmiraltv 
As  legal  adviser  to  his  brother  Sir  John,  and  all  his  brothers  and  sisters,  his  correspondence 
is  numerous  and  lengthy.  The  Counsellor,  as  he  was  called  in  the  familv,  expected  to  be 
consulted  on  every  occasion,  and  seems  to  have  been  of  an  impulsive,  peppery  nature  whose 
pen  was  not  unfrequently  guided  by  the  state  of  his  personal  feelings  at  the  moment 

On  the  family  monument  in  St.  George’s  Church  at  Stamford  it  is  stated  of  Francis  Cust 
that  “  To  the  acquirements  of  Learning  he  added  the  greatest  Benevolence  of  Disposition  and 
Attachment  to  his  Family  &  his  Friends,”  an  encomium  quite  justified  by  the  undercurrent 
of  affection  in  his  long  and  rather  quarrelsome  correspondence. 

Peregrine  Cust,  fifth  child  of  Sir  Richard  Cust  and  Anne  Brownlow,  was  born  at  Leasingham 
where  he  was  baptized  on  May  19th,  1723.  He  was  called  Peregrine  after  his  cousin,  Peregrine 
Bertie,  Duke  of  Ancaster,  who  was  probably  one  of  his  sponsors.  Like  his  brothers’  Peregrine 
was  sent  to  the  Grammar  School  at  Grantham,  but  being  destined  by  his  uncles  and  guardians 
for  a  business  career,  he  was  not  sent  to  Eton.  In  November,  1736,  he  took  the  measles  as 

ibid. #voL  xhyte DJ342nG8.^d  Ute™Ty  Remains  of  Joh"  Cketham  Soc.  Pub],  (1856),  ii„  P.  p.  1 ;  p.  317, 
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Lady  Oust  writes  to  Sir  John,*  “  just  at  your  Uncle’s  Birthday  and  could  not  goe  though  he 
had  a  quite  new  sute  of  does  on  purpose.”  He  was  placed  as  pupil  or  apprentice  to  a 
Mr.  Webster,  and  Francis  Oust  wrote  from  Eton  to  Sir  John  to  say  that  “  my  brother  Perry  when 
he  has  done  with  Mr.  Webster  is  going  to  be  put  Apprentice  to  Chub  Chase’s  Father,  a  wholesale 
Linnen  Draper  in  Cornhill."  This  apprenticeship,  arranged  by  the  family  solicitor,  Mr.  Thomas 
Forster,  of  Gray's  Inn,  for  which  Lady  Cust  had  to  advance  a  premium  of  £500,  turned  out 
well,  as  Peregrine  was  happy  in  his  business  career  and  practised  it  with  increasing  prosperity. 
He  resided  with  one  of  the  partners,  Mr.  Smith,  afterwards  Sir  William  Smith,  where  in 
November,  1741,  he  was  very  ill  of  fever. f  Sir  John  Cust  looked  after  his  brother  in  London, 
and  saw  him  through  this  dangerous  illness. 

Peregrine  was  sent  as  a  representative  of  the  firm  of  Sir  William  Smith,  Aufrere  &  Co.,  to 
Holland  in  the  autumn  of  1744  to  learn  High  Dutch  and  study  Exchanges.  A  letter  from  him 
_to  his  brother,  Sir  John,  has  already  been  printed, X  in  which  he  tells  him  of  his  being  now  settled 
in  this  house  of  business  and  how  he  owed  his  early  admission  to  partnership  to  Sir  John’s 
friendship  and  interest.  Peregrine’s  career  was  one  of  unbroken  prosperity  in  business  and 
society.  Besides  his  business  as  a  linen  merchant,  he  entered  Parliament  in  1761,  and  remained 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  until  his  death.  He  was  a  Director  of  the  East  India 
Company.  He  left  a  considerable  fortune  in  his  will.  As  the  family  man  of  business, 
Peregrine  Cust  was  in  continual  correspondence  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  :  his  letters 
deal  mainly  with  matters  of  business,  not  of  great  interest  to  anybody  but  the  parties 
concerned  at  the  moment.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  good  type  of  the  useful  busybody  in 
mercantile  and  political  circles,  always  ready  for  work,  and  with  an  eye  to  the  main  chance. 

Richard  Cust,  the  fifth  son  and  ninth  child  of  Sir  Richard  Cust  and  Anne  Brownlow,  also 
plays  a  large  part  in  the  family  history.  He  wras  born  at  Leasingham  and  baptized  there  on 
May  4th,  1728.  Dicky,  as  he  was  called  in  the  family,  was  sent  like  his  brothers  to  the  Grammar 
School  at  Grantham.  The  first  news  we  have  of  him  occurs  in  a  letter  written  by  William 
Cust  from  Jamaica  to  Sir  John  on  August  7th,  1739, §  in  which  he  says  that  he  is  glad  to  hear 
that  his  brother  Dicky  is  so  happily  recovered  of  the  small-pox.  In  the  spring  of  1740 
Richard  went  to  Eton,  apparently  rather  later  than  he  wished,  as  stated  in  Franky  s  letter 
of  December  27th,  1739.  Although  elected  to  a  Foundation  Scholarship  in  1740,  he  probably 
boarded  with  Mrs.  Groves  for  a  year,  as  in  Lady  Cust’s  letter  to  Sir  John  of  May  9th,  1741, 
she  writes:  1 1  “  Dicky  came  to  us  last  Thursday,  he  sais  he  shall  goe  into  Colledge  directly  after 
Whitsuntide,  I  wish  you  could  meet  him  at  Eton  to  settle  him  there.  Dicky  has  a  shirt  missing, 
his  dame  sais  he  left  3  in  London  &  I  had  but  2  came  down,  order  your  man  to  look  strictly 
for  it,  it  is  marked  R.C.”  As  a  careful  mother  Lady  Cust  worried  about  the  shirt,  for  on  May  24th 
she  wrote,  “  you  say  nothing  of  Dicky’s  shirt,  so  I  imagine  it  is  lost.  I  think  to  send  him  up  in 
the  Stage  Coach,  the  1st  of  June,  he  will  be  in  Towm  the  2nd  &  then  you  &  he  may  contrive  the 
cheapest  way  to  goe  to  Eton.” 

A  few  of  Richard’s  letters  from  Eton  have  been  preserved  and  show,  like  those  of  his  brother 
Francis,  how  much  school-life  in  their  day  resembled  that  of  a  century  and  a  half  later. 

In  January,  1741,  poor  Dicky  got  into  debt  to  one  Trinckelow,  and  writes  to  his  big  brother 
for  help,  since  the  Eton  harpv  had  troubled  Sir  John  about  himself.  Dicky  writes  that  he 
“  did  not  refuse  to  pav  Trinckelow  but  insisted  on  his  abating  some  of  the  seven  and  thirty 
shillings  which  he  charged. .  .  .supposes  he  wrote  to  you  because  he  thought  you  would  believe 
him  and  give  him  wrhat  he  required,  as  you  did  not  he  was  contented  with  twenty  shillings. 
This  little  boyish  scrape  seems  to  have  exercised  Dicky's  mind  a  good  deal,  and  he  writes  to 
his  brother  in  due  penitence  a  few  days  later. 

*  Vol.  II.,  p.  237.  t  Ibid.,  p.  247.  t  Ibid»  P-  237. 

§  Ibid.,  p.  243.  ||  Ibid.,  p.  245. 
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RECORDS  OF  THE  GUST  FAMILY 


Richard  Oust  at  Eton  to  Sir  John  Gust  at  London. 

Eton.  Feb.  5th,  174 1-2. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  desire  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  write  to  me  next  post,  and  let  me  know  if  you  received 
the  letter  I  wrote  to  you  in  answer  to  that  you  wrote  to  me  about  owing  Trinekelow  some  monev 
because  it  is  a  week  to-day  since  you  ought  to  have  received  it,  and  I  have  not  vet  had  an  answer 
from  you,  which  I  greatly  desire  to  have,  because  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  whither  or  no  you  forgive 
me  committing  so  great  a  fault,  which  indeed  is  the  first  time  as  I  promise  you  it  shall  be  the  last 
indeed  I  should  not  have  run  in  debt  att  all,  but  as  all  the  bovs  I  know  run  in  debt  I  thought  thev 
would  think  me  stingy  if  I  did  not,  tho’  I  promise  you  I  did  not  run  so  much  as  he  makes  of  l 
told  you  in  my  last  letter  if  you  received  it,  therefore  I  desire  you  will  forgive  me,  for  I  am  a  good 
deal  concerned  about  it,  and  shall  be  ashamed  to  see  you  at  Easter  upon  that  account,  and  desire 
if  you  have  told  none  of  my  friends  about  it,  that  you  would  not  now,  because  it  will  make  them 
have  an  ill  opinion  of  me,  which  indeed  I  would  not  have  them  for  ever  so  much. 

I  am  your  most  affectionate  and  loving  brother, 

R.  Cust. 

I  desire  my  Duty  to  Mrs.  Woodcock  &  Uncle  Cust  &  love  to  my  sisters,  &  service  to  all  friends. 

(To  Sir  John  Cust  to  be  left  at  Richards  Coffee  house, 
near  Temple  Barr,  London.) 


About  the  same  date  Francis  and  Sir  John  are  corresponding  about  a  watch  for  little 
Dick.  In  January,  1/44-5,  his  brother  Billy  was  in  England  and  writes  to  Sir  John  to  say 
that  he  had  been  taken  up  lately  with  his  brother  Dicky's  company,  who  he  found  very 
sensible."  At  the  end  of  that  month  Dicky,  though  he  says  he  was  “  but  5th  boy  of  the  5th 
Form,  was  suddenly  called  upon  to  act  as  an  officer  at  the  Eton  Montem  ;  the  doings  of 
Corporal  Cust  on  this  occasion  are  narrated  in  a  letter  from  him  to  Sir  John  on  February  3rd. 
1744-5,  which  has  already  been  printed.*  Sir  John  seems  to  have  been  very  much  vexed 
with  Dicky  for  not  writing,  and  Dicky  s  letter  shows  how  parental  was  the  care  taken  bv  the 
.  big  brother  of  this  youngest  boy  in  the  family.  A  few  days  later  Dicky  writes  dutifully  to 
enquire  after  his  sister. 

Richard  Cust  at  Eton  to  Sir  John  Cust  at  London. 


Dear  Brother, 


Eaton,  Febye  19th,  1744. 


As  Miss  Jenn\  s  letter,  which  I  received  this  Morning,  acquainted  me  wTith  such  good 
news  concerning  My  sisters  recovery  of  ye  small  Pox,  I  cannot  help  writing  to  you  on  purpose  to 
wish  you  joy  of  it,  as  supposing  you  to  be  quite  happy  upon  ye  account  of  her  now  being  in  a  manner 
got  rid  of  it.  I  am  not  less  glad  upon  her  account  than  yours,  &  as  I  think  it  a  great  happiness 
y  she  is  recovered  I  will  beg  leave  to  wrish  her  as  much  joy  as  I  do  you.  Be  so  good  as  to  tell 
Miss  Jenny  I  will  answer  hers  very  soon,  which  I  think  it  my  Duty  for  as  she  has  been  so  kind  as 
to  let  me  know  how  my  sister  goes  on  I  think  I  ought  to  send  her  an  answer  very  quickly.  I  will 
beg  leave  to  conclude  with  my  compliments  to  all  friends  &  desire  you  to  send  ve  inclosed  to  my 
Mamma  as  soon  as  possible  which  will  oblige  your  most  loving  & 


(To  Sir  John  Cust  at  his  House  in  Xorfolk  Street, 
near  ye  Strand,  London.) 


affectionate  brother, 

R.  Cust. 


In  April,  1744,  Richard  writes  to  tell  his  mother  how  the  whole  school  had  been  to  Windsor 
to  see  the  war  proclaimed.  He  was  destined  for  the  Church,  but  in  October,  1745,  when  the 
Militia  was  called  out  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  Jacobite  army,  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  offered 


*  Yol.  If.,  r.  258. 
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a  commission  to  him,  though  still  a  hov  at  Eton.  His  mother  writes  :  I  fancy  wee  could 
easily  have  Dicky  made  a  Captain,  but  I  should  not  approve  of  it  if  either  you  or  mv  Bro  Cust 
thinks  it  will  interfere  with  his  being  a  Clergyman,  if  it  please  God  the  Protestant  religion 
is  preserved  in  England/’ 

Dicky  was,  therefore,  not  removed  from  Eton,  but  as  he  was  unable  to  obtain  election  to 
King's  College,  Cambridge,  he  applied  for  and  obtained  an  Eton  Postmastership  at  Merton 
College,  Oxford.  John  Chamber,  Fellow'  of  Eton  and  of  Merton  in  1582,  founded  two  scholarships 
at  Merton  College  for  postmasters  or  portionistce  selected  from  such  Collegers  as  might  be 
superannuated  from  election  to  King's  College,  Cambridge.  One  of  these  was  obtained  by 
Richard  Cust  in  1745.  His  uncle  Savile  and  his  brother  were  anxious  to  secure  this,  as  appears 
from  a  letter  from  Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  on  December  5th,  1745,  in  which  he  writes  . 

“  What  you  rec^  directed  to  v*  Warden  of  Merton  was  Dick  s  Nomination  &  Mr.  Cust  desires 
you’ll  go  immediately  with  him  to  Oxford.  Richard  Cust  thereupon  proceeded  to  Oxford, 
where  he  was  matriculated  on  December  12th,  1745,  and  where  he  had  a  distinguished  career. 
He  took  his  B.A.  degree  in  174b  and  his  M.A.  in  1752.  He  was  subsequently  elected  to 
a  Canonrv  of  Christ  Church  and  advanced  to  be  D.D.  in  1/63.  Eventually  he  became 
successively  Dean  of  Rochester  and  Dean  of  Lincoln,  besides  enjoying  the  family  li\ing  of 
Belton.  Richard  Cust,  Scatus  as  his  brothers  nicknamed  him,  perhaps  because  he  was  a  great 
talker,  seems  to  have  been  a  good  type  of  the  cultivated  scholar  and  divine  of  the  18th  century, 
a  well-bred  gentleman,  sincere  in  his  religion,  but  with  a  keen  eye  to  ad\  ancement  in  the 
Church  and  to  profiting  by  his  eldest  brother’s  great  influence  in  high  quarters. 

Sir  John  Cust’s  four  sisters,  Betty,  Jenny,  Dolly  and  Lucy,  all  take  their  share  in  the  family 
correspondence.  As  they  resided  with  their  mother  at  Grantham,  Sir  John  was  not  so  much 
concerned  with  their  welfare  as  he  was  writh  that  of  his  younger  brothers,  to  whom  he  acted 
as  a  kind  of  guardian:  Details  concerning  the  lives  of  these  young  ladies  have  already  been 
given  in  the  account  of  their  mother.  Lady  Cust,  and  there  is  little  to  add  to  these,  except 
a  few  letters  to  Sir  John,  showing  the  affectionate  family  relations  on  all  sides.  So  far  as 
girls  were  able  to  receive  education  in  those  days,  the  Miss  Casts  were  not  neglected  In  their 
mother.  Thev  were  sent  to  an  academy  in  London  kept  by  a  Miss  Brunett,  and  on  these 
occasions  frequently  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  their  cousin,  Mrs.  Lucy  Woodcock,  in  Great 
Marlborough  Street.  Mrs.  Woodcock's  kindness  and  the  attentions  paid  her  by  the  family 
of  Cust  have  been  recorded  in  the  account  of  Anne,  Lady  Cust.  One  letter  from  Mrs.  \\  oodcock 
to  Sir  John  Cust  has  been  preserved. 


Mrs.  Lucy  Woodcock  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

gr 

Tho  writing  is  what  I  am  almost  quite  uncapable  of,  yet  I  can’t  sattisfy  my  self  to  employ 
any  other  hand  to  make  my  acknowledgments  to  you  for  ye  favour  of  yr  oblidging  letter,  goot 
wishes  wch  I  return  to  yrself  and  familly,  particularly  in  my  most  hearty  congratulations  in  regard 
to  yt  approaching  30th  of  this  Inst.,  w<*  I  wish  I  cou'd  have  done  in  person,  or  else  that  L  was  able 
to  make  mv  Complements  in  ye  same  manner  to  every  one  that  has  been  so  good  as  to  take  notice 
of  me,  especially  to  Dear  L>  Cust,  who  will  I  hope  however  give  me  leave  to  refer  her  to  y  letter 
&  accept  of  my  best  and  kindest  wishes  tho  not  addrest  to  her  very  self  as  they  ought  to  have  been 
wch  I  may  truly  say  is  at  present  out  of  my  power  (as  plainly  appears)  you  will  Sr  I  know  be  so  goo<. 
as  to  favour  me  in  making  my  propper  complements  to  L(1  &  L?  Tyrconnel  &  Mrs.  Cartwright,  on 
ye  same  occasion  I  am  quite  ashamd  to  send  you  such  an  intollerable  scrallw0  has  only  to  recoinend 
it  that  it  is  writ  in  ye  sincereity  of  ye  heart  of  Sr 

yr  very  faithful  &  obliged  humble  servant, 

L.  Woodcock. 

August  23rd,  1739. 

My  complements  &  kindest  wishes  attd  all  yr  Brothers  &  Sisters.  I  am  vastly  thankfull  for 
my  Ruffs  and  Reeves  &  all  favours.  I  beg  this  may  be  burnt. 


■ 
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her  letters  is  one  written  in  French  on  October  29th,  1737,  to  her  brother  Sir  John  at  Can,  " 
when  she  was  thirteen  years  of  age  m  n 


r>v  y 


MON-  CHER  FRERE,  Eu“BETH  COST  TO  S,R  JOHN  COST. 

VOO,  d0nn“  -be*UCOUI>  ,le  1,laiS're-  vonhi 

beaucoup  de  plaisir  d' entendre cue  toutes™- 8  VOU*  «•  Cembridg  Ou  „„„. 

J’esper,  que  vous  avez  mai  Met  m™  tore  *  tot  "  V*  *  *«»  «"*>• 

quo  je  vous  ferais  plaisir  de  vous  eerire  one  letre  franeoise  est  pZtS'jtwSi’de  t'™"" 

^tz:7o™wo™:s  rtnir.^  :::  vK^d  t  iaie 

elle  continue  toujours  ses  bontez  enver  moi  Prn-  ’  1  °rte  bie,n  ^  V°US  fait  S6S  comPle'aents 

jour  de  naissance  de  mon  oncle  Tvrconnel  11  si  porte  biinT"  °nC'e.fust  scras  a  la  Compare  le 
Heureuse  si  , ‘avals  aucun  lieu  despere,  de  vnitfs  M  IT  f“*  Res  am,t,es-  Je  fort 

eela  ne  se  pet  pas  11  „e  T*  * . - 

Newton  &  je  suis  bien  aise  que  tout  le  Famille  la  sont  bion  T  •  ,  n  ett  e  <le  ma  tanto 

a  eux  *  remercie  ma  tante  la  gattaue 

SI  non  que  je  suis  et  serais  toujours  J  a  vous  dire 

Votre  humble  servant  &  affectionnet  soeur. 

E  Cust 

quitettrLteutt6  M  m0“  °nC‘e  dUit  qU’n  Vfendra  a  H“‘^  *  ™  port,  avec  iui 

October  the  29th,  1737. 

on  tn6!0^  u  JT6t0n’  aS  h6r  family  Ca“ed  her‘  Was  baPtized  at  Leasingham 

on  April  18th,  17-0.  As  has  been  narrated  in  the  account  of  her  mother,  Jane  was  twice 

marned,  first  on  September  18th  to  Francis  Fane,  of  Fulbeck,  whose  death  on  October  19th 

Mav  StbT«e,  f  t  t  PrPeCA°f  beC°ming  C°UnteSS  °f  Westm”*«nd,  and  secondly  on 
May  8th,  1 ,61,  to  James  Evelyn  of  Felbridge.*  Both  these  matrimonial  alliances  were  matters 

of  considerable  concern  to  Sir  John  Cust,  and  the  subject  of  a  rather  voluminous  correspondence 
conducted  with  some  acrimony  by  her  brother  Francis.  Mrs.  Evelyn  died  on  November  16th’ 
1791,  and  was  buried  with  her  family  in  St.  George's,  Stamford. 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Miss  Jenny  to  her  brother  Sir  John  in  December  1739. 

_  „  Jane  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Brother 

sure  T  ^ind..Ie*ter  for  which  1  return  y°u  a  great  many  thanks,  and  you  may  bo 

Mv  Mother  Tr  ri  r  18  a  great  Pleasure  to  me  to  convers  with  so  kind  &  good  a  friend. 
^  to  th  r'  e  erQ?leSfmg  t0  y°U  &  understanding  my  uncle  Tyr.  will  send  no  more  newspapers 
m  to  the  Country.  She  desires  y°  will  continue  with  Harry  Jewell  yt  she  may  have  ve  St.  James 

Evening  post  3  times  a  week,  and  she  is  willing  to  pay  all  charge,  but  desires  they  may  come  Free. 
Wee  was  vastly  rejoyced  this  morning  to  see  a  letter  from  my  Dear  Brother  Billy  I  am  sure  he  was 

LerrrlT  ^°3  WfriR  u  Tl  1  mightly  Wlsh  to  hear  a  better  account  of  my  Dear  Sister  Cust.  I  was 
ry  the  D  of  Boltonf  has  got  such  a  bad  cough  for  I  cant  forget  her  favours  to  me  when  I  was 

in  town  and  shall  certainly  remember  her  Birthday  &  Drink  her  health.  My  Sis  :  desire  their  kind 
.Love  to  you  and  I  hope  you  will  believe  me  to  be.  Dear  Brother, 

Your  ever  Loving  and 

t~v  „  Affectionate  Sis: 

Dec.  ye  10th,  1739,  JANE  CuSt. 

*  Yol.  II.,  pp.  281  seq. 

?!  Cnriles  ???}*"•  ,I7ke  of  "ho  after  I,er  *»«*  UM  married  Latini. 

renton,  Folly  Peachum.  Hie  Duke  of  Bolton  hiul  been  at  Bene’t  College  with  Sir  John. 
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Dorothy  Oust,  the  third  daughter,  Dolly,  as  her  family  called  her,  was  baptized  at  Leasingham 
on  September  20,  1720.  Her  health  was  never  strong  and  seems  to  have  gradually  taken  the 
form  of  a  lingering  decline  from  phthisis.*  She  died  unmarried  at  the  house  of  her  brother. 
Dr.  Richard  Oust,  at  Oxford  on  September  3rd,  1770,  and  was  buried  in  St.  George's,  Stamford. 

Lucy  Oust,  the  youngest  and  eleventh  child  of  Sir  Richard  Oust  and  Anne  Brownlow,  was 
born  on  November  7th,  and  baptized  at  Leasingham  on  November  24th,  1732,  and  was  thus 
an  infant  at  the  time  of  her  father's  death  in  July,  1734.  Lucetta,  as  she  was  called  in  the 
family,  was  once  sought  in  marriage  by  a  young  man  who  met  with  Sir  John's  approval,  but 
nothing  came  of  it.f  She  lived  unmarried  all  her  long  life  and  was  the  last  survivor  of  her 
generation.  In  1791  she  succeeded  by  entail  to  the  estate  of  Cockayne  Hatley  under  the  will 
of  Savile  Oust.  She  died  on  February  15,  1804,  and  was  buried  with  her  parents,  brothers 
and  sisters  in  St.  George’s,  Stamford. 

Savile  Oust,  Brother  Cust  or  LTncle  Cust  as  he  was  called  in  the  family,  plays  a  large  part 
in  Sir  John  Cust’s  life.  As  his  nephew's  guardian  with  Lord  Tyrconnel,  Savile  Cust  took  an 
affectionate  interest  in  Sir  John's  career,  as  well  as  in  that  of  his  other  nephews  and  nieces. 
An  account  of  Saviie  Cust  is  given  in  a  former  volume  of  this  history .X  He  was  of  a  rather 
difficult,  irascible  temperament,  though  of  a  kind,  affectionate  disposition  to  all  his  relatives. 
Through  his  correspondence  with  the  Rev.  Henry  Gibert,  Rector  of  Belton,  many  side-lights 
on  the  family  at  Belton  and  at  Grantham  have  been  preserved.  Savile  Cust  was  evidently 
a  familiar  figure  in  London  society,  and  his  duties  as  official  Secretary  to  William  Montagu, 
2nd  Duke  of  Manchester,  under  whom  he  also  served  first  as  Clerk  of  the  Cheque  and  later 
as  Ensign  to  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  brought  him  into  acquaintance  with  many  persons 
of  the  highest  station.  Both  Savile  Cust  and  Lord  Tyrconnel  were  known  in  Court  circles 
and  therefore  able  to  advance  the  interests  of  their  young  nephew,  Sir  John.  It  was  probably 
through  Savile  Cust  that  Lady  Cust  and  her  family  became  acquainted  with  the  Duchess  of 
Bolton,  at  whose  house  Lady  Cust  had  a  quarrel  with  Savile  Cust,  which  caused  the  family 
much  anxiety. 

Savile  Cust  inherited  in  1745  the  estate  of  Cockayne  Hatley  in  Bedfordshire  under  the  will 
of  his  cousin,  Captain  Samuel  Cockayne,  the  estate  being  left  in  remainder  to  the  younger 
children  of  Sir  Richard  Cust.  Savile  assumed  the  name  of  Cockayne  Cust,  and  looked  forward 
to  being  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  William.  Billy's  death  left  Francis  Cust  the  next  heir, 
but  as  he  never  married,  the  estate  devolved  on  the  youngest  sister,  Lucy,  at  whcse  death  it 
came  to  Sir  John's  son,  Brownlowe  Cust.  Savile  Cockayne  Cust  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Sir  John  rise  to  the  position  of  First  Commoner  of  the  realm,  but  survived  his  nephew,  as  he 
did  not  die  until  January  27th,  1772. 

Sir  John  Cust  in  his  early  London  life  was  on  affectionate  terms  with  his  aunt  Ursula, 
widow  of  Richard  Newton,  Treasurer  of  the  Middle  Temple,  who  died  on  February  25th,  1736-7. 
Mrs.  Newton  lived  until  1757,  when  she  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  Temple 
Church.  The  following  letter  from  Mrs.  Newton  to  Sir  John  has  been  preserved : — 

Mrs.  Newton  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Wednesday  Morning. 

Feb:  ye  3rd,  1741-2. 

ST  John, 

Yr  Brother  Perey  hath  promest  me  to  eate  an  Apple  Dumplen  with  me  on  Sunday  next 
if  yu  are  not  better  engaged  yr,  I  shall  be  glad  if  yu  will  favour  us  with  yr  good  companye  we  wont 
Dine  teel  two  as  I  think  yu  may  goe  to  yr  Uncle  Cust  in  ye  morning  if  yu  have  visits  at  ye  end  of  the 
Towne  y“  cane  dress  here  whear  yu  will  find  yr  old  Frind  Mr.  Kellam.  I  cane  onley  say  if  y“  will 
accept  of  y®  widows  mite  y11  will  give  a  sinceer  pleasure  to  yr  most  affectionate  Aunt, 

and  humble  servant  to  command, 

U.  Newton. 


*  Vol.  II.,  p.  297. 


f  Ibid.,  p.  280. 


+  Ibid.,  p.  384. 
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It  is  easy  to  picture  this  very  correct  young  man  dutifully  calling  on  his  uncle  on  the 
morning  of  Sunday,  February  7th,  and  dining  with  his  aunt  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Gibert 
in  his  gossiping  letters  to  Savile  Gust,  of  which  some  have  been  printed  in  the  account  of 
Lord  Tyrconnel,  often  alludes  to  Sir  John.  Writing  on  June  6th,  1741,  Mr.  Gibert  says:  “  I 
hope  Sir  John  has  received  my  letter  to  whom  [  refer  you  as  to  what  concerns  my  affair  with 
the  D.  of  R.  Pray  tell  the  Knight  we  have  got  young  Trouts  in  the  River.  We  have  also 
a  very  fat  one  to  Day  at  Dinner  seventeen  Inches  long,  it  was  unfortunately  killed  in  the 
river  about  a  mile  off.” 

There  is  fortunately  still  preserved  at  Belton  a  large  family  group,  painted  by  Enoch 
Seeman,  or  Zeeman,  which  represents  the  Oust  family  at  this  date.  The  history  of  this 
painting  has  already  been  given  in  Lady  Gust's  letters.  It  was  originally  intended  that  the 
group  should  be  painted  by  William  Hogarth,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  the  price 
asked  by  Hogarth  was  excessive,  and  it  was  decided  to  give  the  commission  to  Zeeman. 
Sir  John  Gust  was  entrusted  with  the  choice.  Enoch  Seeman  or  Zeeman,  as  he  was  known 
in  England,  was  of  German  origin  and  obtained  the  patronage  of  Queen  Caroline.  He  was 
therefore  well  known  in  Court  circles.  He  was  quite  a  respectable  practitioner  in  his  art, 
but  quite  devoid  of  any  artistic  inspiration.  The  portraits  in  this  large  group  may  therefore 
be  taken  as  good  likenesses.  Sir  John  Cust,  being  the  head  of  the  family,  sits  in  the  middle, 
holding  a  miniature  portrait  of  his  fiancee,  Miss  Payne,  in  his  hand.  On  his  left  sits  his  mother, 
Lady  Cust,  on  his  right  his  uncle,  Savile  Cfiist,  caressing  a  Hanoverian  spotted  dog.  Further 
on  the  left  is  a  group  of  William  in  the  foreground,  with  Francis,  Jane  and  Peregrine  behind, 
and  on  the  right  a  group  of  Miss  Elizabeth  in  the  foreground,  with  Dorothy  and  Lucy  behind 
her.  Richard  is  seen  in  the  background  between  Savile  and  Sir  John.  On  the  wall  hangs 
a  portrait  of  Sir  Richard  Cust.  Between  Lady  Cust  and  her  daughter  Elizabeth  is  a  tea  table. 
The  picture  was  completed  in  February,  1745,  though  not  yet  stretched  and  framed  ;  it  must 
have  been  one  of  the  last  works  completed  by  the  painter,  who  died  in  the  following  April 
before  the  picture  was  delivered  at  Belton. 
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Sir  John  Cust  settled  down  to  his  studies  for  the  Bar,  to  which  he  was  called  on  November 
26th,  1742.  In  his  case,  however,  this  legal  training  was  only  a  preliminary  canter,  so  to 
speak,  for  the  duties  of  public  life,  on  which  a  young- man  in  his  position  was  expected  to  enter 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  two  duties  immediately  awaiting  him  were  to  find  a 
suitable  wife  and  to  seek  a  seat  in  Parliament.  Neither  duty  was  long  delayed.  In  the  case 
of  the  former,  the  young  lady  to  whom  Sir  John  paid  his  addresses  was  Miss  Ethelred  Payne, 
a  neighbour  in  Lincolnshire  and  something  of  an  heiress.  Miss  Payne  was  one  of  the  two 
daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  Thomas  Payne  of  Hough  on  the  Hill  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Martin  Folkes  of  Hillington  in  Norfolk.  Her  mother  had  died  in  1727,  and  of 
seven  children,  four  boys  and  three  girls,  only  two  infant  daughters  survived,  Elizabeth 
and  Ethelred.  The  following  letter  from  Mrs.  Payne  has  been  preserved : — 

Elizabeth  Payne  to  Thomas  Payne. 

Mar.  6.  1721-22. 

My  Dearest, 

I  have  been  very  much  concerned  ever  since  i  parted  from  you  for  fear  you  have  got  Cold 
with  Riding  in  the  Wett  i  sadly  repent  my  not  going  to  Lincolne  with  you  i  went  to  day  to  Fulbeck 
to  enquire  if  there  servants  knew  anythinge  of  you  but  they  did  not.  I  have  hear  sent  you  a  letter 
that  came  last  post  thinking  you  might  have  arrived  to  enquire  for  Mr  Hurt  if  he  was  att 
Lincolne  for  he  has  not  been  hear,  as  my  Cosine  menshones  he  would  bee  j  cannot 
helpe  being  in  great  fears  for  you  lest  you  should  be  ill,  wee  gott  very  well  home  att  4  a  clock,  j 
shall  be  very  glad  to  see  you  tomorrow  but  beg  you  not  to  come  if  you  do  not  get  time  anafe  to  get 
home  by  day  light  j  desire  you  to  accept  mine  and  my  Garls  humble  Dutty  and  service  and  so  remain 
my  Dearest 

Your  affectionate  Wife 

and  humble  servant, 

Eliz  :  Payne. 

my  Brother  present  his  servis  to  you  j  desire  mine  to  my  Bro.  &  sister  Fane  j  wish  you  may  have 
had  good  luck  in  your  bisness.  my  Dear  since  j  write  this  j  have  seen  Mr.  Marall  and  j  doute  wee 
shall  not  get  much  att  Londonthorpe  things  going  off  at  a  very  great  price. 

Thomas  Payne,  their  father,  High  Sheriff  of  Lincoln  in  1730,  was  the  only  surviving  son 
of  Edward  Payne  of  the  Inner  Temple  by  Elizabeth  Hatcher,  his  wife.  Edwrard  Payne,  in  his 
turn,  was  son  of  John  Payne  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Attorney  to  the  Exchequer  (buried  in 
the  Temple  Church,  May  16th,  1671),  and  Judith  his  wdfe,  daughter  of  Thomas  Gates,  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer  and  son  of  Anthony  Gates,  Master  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 

Edward  Payne  purchased  in  1678  the  manors  of  Hough,  Gelston  and  Brendon  with  the 
High  Hall  at  Hough  from  the  trustees  of  Sir  William  Thorold.  He  was  High  Sheriff  of  Lincoln 
in  1692,  and  died  at  Hough,  where  he  wras  buried  on  December  3rth,  1728.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
Hatcher,  came  of  another  interesting  family  in  Lincolnshire.  She  was  one  of  the  four 
daughters  and  eventually  co-heiresses  of  John  Hatcher  of  Carebv,  High  Sheriff  of  Lincoln 
in  1676,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Anderson,  Bart.,  of  Penley,  Hertfordshire. 
John  Hatcher  was  son  of  Captain  Thomas  Hatcher,  M.P.,  the  well-knowrn  parliamentarian 
and  captain  in  Cromwell's  army,  and  Catherine,  daughter  of  William  Ayscough,  of  South  Kelsey, 
a  great-nephew  of  Anne  Ayscough,  who  was  burnt  for  heresy  in  1546.  John  Hatcher  was 
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grandson  of  Thomas  Hatcher,  the  antiquary,  and  great-grandson  of  Dr.  John  Hatcher,  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  Cambridge  University,  who  purchased  the  estate  of  Carebv,  near  Stamford 
Elizabeth  Anderson,  wife  of  John  Hatcher,  was  also  well  connected  ;  her  mother.  Jacomina, 
was  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Caesar,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  grand-daughter  of  the  famous 
Su-  Julius  Caesar,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  15C8.  Sir  Henry  Anderson  was  son  of 
Sir  Richard  Anderson  of  Penley  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert,  first  Baron  Spencer  of  Worm- 
leighton.  Both  the  families  of  Hatcher  and  Payne  retained  their  sympathies  with  the 
parliamentary  cause  and  held  what  were  considered  very  radical  views  in  politics.  Miss  Payne’s 
mother,  Elizabeth  Folkes,  had  also  interesting  connections  ;  she  was  sister  to  Martin  Folkes. 
the  well-known  antiquary,  and  to  William  Folkes,  a  lawyer,  ancestor  of  the  present  Sir  William 
Ho  veil- Browne-  ff  olkes ,  Bart.  Her  father,  Martin  Folkes,  formerly  of  Rushbrooke  in  Suffolk, 
was  Attorney-General  to  Queen  Catherine  of  Braganza,  and  married  Dorothv,  one  of  the  three 
daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  Sir  William  Hovel  1,  Knight,  of  Hillington,  and  Ethelred  his  wife, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Lilly  of  South  Lynn.  Mrs.  Folkes 's  youngest  sister,  Ethelred! 
was  the  wife  of  William  Wake,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  Christian  name  Ethelred! 
or  Ethelreda,  came  into  the  family  through  the  Lillys  of  South  Lynn  and  became  a  family 
name  among  the  Custs. 

Miss  Payne,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above  notes  on  her  ancestry,  was  a  lady  well-connected 
on  every  side.  Careby  was  but  a  few'  miles  from  Stamford,  the  home  of  the  Custs,  and  Hough 
about  the  same  distance  from  the  Brownlow's  at  Belton.  There  was  already  a  double 
connection  between  the  families,  for  Miss  Payne’s  aunt,  Elizabeth,  had  been  married  to 
Francis  Fane  of  Fulbeck,  who  through  his  mother,  Dorothy  Heron,  was  second  cousin  to 
Lord  Tyrconnel  and  Lady  Oust;  while  Sir  Henry  Heron  of  Cressv  Hall  married  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Sir  James  Long,  Bart.,  of  Draycot  Cerne,  younger  sister  of  Anne-Margaretta, 
wife  of  Sir  Richard  Mason  and  mother  of  Dorothy,  Lady  Brownlow.  Owing  to  the  decease 
of  Sir  Henry  Heron’s  son  and  grandson  without  heirs,  the  Cressv  Hall  property  devolved  on 
Mrs.  Fane  and  her  sister  Anne,  wife  of  Sir  Peter  Fraser,  Bart.  Miss  Payne  and  her  sister 
Elizabeth  were  somewhat  considerable  heiresses  under  the  will  of  their  grandfather.  Edward 
Payne.  The  marriage  seemed  very  suitable  on  both  sides  and  the  young  people  were  genuinelv 
attached  to  each  other.  The  course  of  true  love  did  not  run  smooth,  for  after  Ethelred 's 
engagement  to  Sir  John  was  settled,  her  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Payne,  unexpectedly  died. 
Miss  Payne  and  her  sister  came  under  the  guardianship  of  their  uncle,  Mr.  Fane,  and  during 
the  time  of  mourning  she  declined  to  receive  Sir  John’s  addresses.  In  the  meantime  her 
uncle,  Mr.  William  Folkes,  a  lawwer  and  apparently  also  guardian  of  the  two  sisters,  threw 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  marriage,  alleging  that  Sir  John  was  not  well  enough  off  to 
make  any  settlement  on  his  wife  equivalent  to  the  large  fortune  which  Miss  Payne  now 

inherited.  Mr.  Gibert,  the  Rector  of  Belton,  alludes  to  these  difficulties  in  his  letters  to  Savile 
and  to  Sir  John. 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Savile  Cust. 

(Jan:  24,  1742-3.) 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Last  Letter  you  received  from  Sr  John  makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  Enlarge  on 
yor  two  last.  We  have  been  very  busy  in  getting  ground  at  F-b-c-.*  Mr.  M.  C.  Wf  and  his  wife 
and  others  who  are  often  with  the  Person  in  question  I  had  brought  in  or  Interest  and  given  them 
their  Cue  before  I  received  your  Letter  for  Mr.  Smith  ;  Several  other  essential  steps  had  been  taken 
(m  which  I  must  confess  Mr.  Read  has  been  very  useful  to  me)  bv  which  we  hoped  to  secure  our¬ 
selves  here  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  afterwards  too  late  for  Mr.  F— kes  to  make  any  opposition  ; 
as  we  wTanted  to  Let  him  sleep  for  a  while,  your  unexpected  application  to  him,  I  must  confess^ 
confounded  us  very  much,  but  as  it  happens  the  step  you  took  will  prove  in  the  End  advantageous : 
The  Huffing  Epistle  I  kes  writ  to  my  lady  is  taken  by  his  Lordship  as  a  trik  to  blow  him  into 
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Passion  aiul  to  make  him  spurn  the  match,  hut  he  says  it  wont  do,  his  nephew  must  try  on  his 
chance.  My  lady  who  is  very  hearty  on  our  side  took  that  opportunity  to  make  my  lord  deliver 
to  Sr  John  sooner  than  he  would  have  done  (that  very  morning)  the  settlement  that  you  already 
have  :  we  can’t  well  tell  whether  Wickenbv  or  Hycome  are  not  in  some  degree  Ingaged  in  her  Lady¬ 
ship’s  Jointure,  however  she  desired  this  should  not  he  minded  that  Sr  John  was  welcome  to  chuse 
any  Estate  settled  on  her  and  she  would  take  any  other  of  my  Lords  in  the  Room  of  it,  in  short  her 
Ladyship  is  hearty  for  the  match  and  F — kes  letter  has  not  a  little  contributed  to  make  her  so  with 
some  eagerness  ;  by  the  by  the  Lawyer  mentioned  awkwardly  enough  your  waiting  on  him  to 
treat  about  the  match.  My  lord  seemed  at  first  surprised  but  a  proper  turn  was  given  to  the 
matter  and  all  went  well. 

The  Knight  came  to  me  this  very  morning,  we  have  been  talking  things  over,  chiefly  the  for¬ 
midable  attempt  of  his  first  declaration  to  the  Lady.  I  would  not  have  him  think  he  is  going  to 
cleave  a  Giant  or  to  throw  his  Cap  over  the  moon.  Alas  he  waits  (this  very  morning)  on  a  gentle 
willing  young  Tiling  who  Longs.  T  am  sure,  to  hear  him  talk  Love  as  much  as  he  may  do  himself 
for  a  formidable  Answer.  I  know  that  besides  his  Person  she  has  seen  his  Settlements  and  heartily 
likes  all,  Man  and  Horse  ;  In  short  I  know  that  we  shall  succeed . 

On  June  8th,  1743,  Mr.  Gibert  writes : — 

“ . Sr  John’s  affairs  at  Fulbeck  go  on  very  well,  he  keeps  there  very  close  and  comes  hither 

as  a  visitant  every  noiv  and  then  as  I  suppose  he  acquaints  you  with  all  his  proceedings  with  the 
Lady,  etc.  I  will  say  no  more  on  this  subject  besides  taking  notice  that  Md  did  read  the  right 
settlements  before  the  Knight  and  I  and  approves  it  much . ” 

Sir  John  proposed  to  Miss  Payne  on  January  24th,  1742-3,  and  was  accepted  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  Mr.  Folkes. 

Difficulties  about  the  division  of  the  Payne  property  between  Ethelred  and  her  sister 
Elizabeth  delayed  the  marriage  for  some  months,  as  shown  by  the  following  letters  : — 

Miss  Ethelred  Payne  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

Sr  John, 

I  find  by  this  Letter  that  your  next  will  give  me  great  Pleasure  which  you  think  you 
shall  be  able  to  fix  your  comeing  in  to  the  country,  but  wildest  you  do  stay  I  beg  you  will  make 
your  self  Easey ;  I  return  you  thanks  for  vour  Letters  you  have  been  so  obligeing  to  write  to  me  ; 
Mr.  Vernon  and  my  Sister  Desires  there  complements  to  you  ;  to  whom  I  beg  my  best  respects, 
and  beleived  me  to  be 

your  most  sincere  Friend, 

Ethelred  Payne. 

Miss  Hurst  Desires  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  call  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurst  as  you  come  through 
Stamford.  They  was  concern11  they  was  not  at  home  as  you  went : 

Fulbeck.  Octr  ye  3,  1743. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fane  to  Anne,  Lady  Cust. 

Madam, 

I  have  ye  minet  receive1*  yr  Laships  letter  &  have  showd  it  my  Neice  who  seems  fully  resolve 
not  to  Marry  as  yet  ye  reason  v1  she  gave  me  she  hopes  would  convince  yr  Laship  y*  it  tisso  proper. 
She  will  doe  every  thinge  to  make  Sr  John  easie  &  as  to  ye  other  part  of  ye  world  she  has  no  reason 
for  to  care  about  it  I  am  shure  y*  all  her  friends  wch  to  have  ve  Estate  parted  before  yl  they  marred 
but  being  yt  must  not  be  it  tis  ye  opinion  of  everybody  y*  they  will  all  repent  it  &  wish  that  they 
had  been  advised  by  there  relations  who  can  have  no  interest  but  for  there  happyness.  Miss  is 
much  consern  as  well  as  self  yr  people  shoidd  be  so  free  with  her  Charrite.  She  is  at  Age  to  judge 
for  herself  &  does  for  I  now  ages  derief  her  so  doe  beg  y1  I  may  not  be  blame1’.  Yr  Laship  must 
beleive  y*  I  have  a  great  regard  for  both  my  Neices  we  beg  yr  Answers  yl  yu  wont  take  anythinge 
ill  I  shall  write  more  next  post  for  I  am  now  in  hast  our  complements  is  all  for  good  Lady  Cust. 

Yr  Laships 

most  obedient, 

E.  Fane. 


November  ye  i. 
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Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fane  to  Anne,  Lady  Oust. 


Good  Lady  Oust,  No-  ye  27,  1743. 

me  a  weT7X™f  K  **  ^  ~  *  *»« 

cair  &  thought  yt  I  have  had  for  v">  cant  be  exprest  wasVr  ml happyness  mT°re  mY^U,  &  y* 
better  it  would  have  eane  me  <-  all  r  ■  i  ane  ^au^bters  I  could  not  wesh  vm 

marrage  but  a.,  i,  can,  be  ZM Z  Tof  “*,7,“  ^  ***•  >‘a“  *«»  «*“  before 
cant  think  how  it  was  possible  V  mv  neiee  cLTd  b.T  ",  y  to  apree  "heI1  il  «»•  I  really 

executed  before  ye  other  day  &  mv  neice  thought  it  not  .  mai*ed  so°nner  for  v«  writings  was  not 
died  as  slie  had  stayed  so  long.  I  believe  no  person  willTdame0]"1^^  J)USt  ^ da~v  her  P°°r  Father 
commend  her  prudence  I  make  no  question  of  her  he  n  t  ^  m  doeing  her  Dut>'  but  rather 

hear  if  she  should  be  dl  I  dread  her  C  ^  '  T5’  ^  &  d°6  °Uely  desire  I  mav 

hope  St  John  win  get  safe  to  town  we  SaL' “  ,7“^  ?  S°  fa‘a"  “  I 

complements  woh  concludes  ye  trouble  yt  comes  from  K  eetmg  soon  we  all  joyne  in  our 

yr  Laships  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

E.  Fane. 

«ettlJ°rd  pTC0“iel  Was  a  stronS  supporter  of  his  nephew  in  this  affair  and  made  sufficient 

on lwTf  ?Mat  laf xf tIed  and  the  marria«e  t00k  P>a“  at  Cressy  Hall 
on  December  8th,  1/43,*  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  taking  place  a  few  week*  u  • 

apparently  been  delayed  unexpectedly.!  P  k  *  ’  havmg 

While  this  courtship  was  in  progress  a  vacancy  occurred  hi  the  representation  of  fva 
through  the  death  of  Sir  Michael  Newton,  K.B.,  and  on  April  18  th ,-uTs ?  I  G* 

elected  Member  of  Parliament  for  Grantham,  which  borough  he  continued  to  represent  until 

^rfolk  Street  T  d  ^  °f  “*  aPP™achin«  “a™^>  Sir  John  took  a' house  h 

Norfolk  Street,  Strand  ;  m  October,  1743,  Lady  Cust  went  to  London  to  furnish  and  arrange 

thIhr  I01,  the.recePtlon  of  the  y°™S  couple  after  marriage.  They  had  not  been  settled 
there  long  before  m  February,  1743-4,  the  young  bride  fell  a  victim  to  the  small-pox  which 
caused  the  family  the  greatest  anxiety.  She  fortunately  recovered,  and  as  Sir  John  joyfully 
mformed  Lord  T^connel,  with  the  prospects  of  her  face  not  being  marked,  although  as  he 

to  me  ”  H  tbeenTm0St  SeTere  up0n  her  face-  she  w°uld  have  been  equally  as  agreeable 
illness  H  ’  Jeimy’  ““h  and  helped  him  to  nurse  Lady  Cunt  through  her 

After  Lady  Gust's  recovery  from  the  small-pox,  Sir  John  thought  it  advisable  to  take  a 
ouse  in  the  country,  and  wishing  to  be  near  his  mother  and  Lord  Tyrconnel  expressed  a  wish 
to  rent  the  house  at  Hough,  since  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  resided  principally  at  Great  Thurlow 
in  Suffolk.  As  this  could  not  be  arranged  Sir  John  later  on  rented  a  house  at  Hanbv  Money 
matters  were  a  constant  source  of  friction  between  the  various  related  families,' and  both 

in  s!fFolk!aa  flw leeks’ alteV  V™’  ^  of  Great  Thurlow 

ZlZe  U  PH°r  Crithklade’  "  C°mrSsiTr  fr  lxcise  and  Oerk  of  the  CounS"^^  Kin^Geome  iTnd 

m 

AIY  tijp0!!  ,‘e  H;atcheur  property  at Careby  jointly  with  their  cousins  Mrs.  Fish  and  Miss  Farmer  children  of 
xlr.  Edward  Pa)  ne  s  sisters,  Katherine,  wife  of  Osborne  Fish,  and  Christian  wife  of  Edward  Farmer  The  r  u 
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Mrs.  Fane  at  Fulbeck  and  her  sister  Lady  Fraser  at  Cressy  were  troublesome  relatives  to 
Anne  Lady  (Just  and  her  children.  Much  interest  was  however  taken  in  the  prospects  of  an 
heir  to  Sir  John  and  Lady  Gust,  these  hopes  being  realised  by  the  birth  on  December  oth,  1744, 
in  the  house  at  Norfolk  Street,  of  a  son,  who  was  christened  Brownlowe  at  the  wish  of  his 
great-uncle  Lord  Tyrconnel. 

A  few  letters  relating  to  these  events  have  been  preserved,  and  are  worth  preserving, 
especially  the  affectionate  letters  written  by  Ethelred,  Lady  Gust,  to  her  husband  in  June, 
1744,  when  he  was  forced  to  leave  her  in  London  in  an  anxious  state  of  health.  Allusions 
also  will  be  found  in  the  letters  already  printed  in  the  account  of  Amie,  Lady  Gust. 

Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Gust. 

June  ve  19,  1744. 

My  Dear  Husband, 

I  take  this  very  kind  of  you  in  Letting  me  hear  so  soon  how  you  Ded,  and  am  Glad  to 
find  you  had  a  good  journey  Down,  and  that  you  injoy  your  Health  which  I  pray  God  to  conten  it, 
for  that  inded  is  the  greatest  Happiness  I  can  have  at  present  since  I  am  Dreprive  of  the  Happiness 
of  being  with  you,  but  I  hope  it  won't  be  Long  now  before  that  Blessed  Day  comes,  that  well 
preloing  my  Life  is  injoying  of  you,  inded  I  had  very  Dul  Journey  when  I  left  you,  my  Brother 
Franke  met  us  which  I  took  very  kindle  of  him,  but  I  had  much  Dou  to  keep  up  my  spretes,  when 
I  got  home  Mr.  Cust  was  thear  and  asked  very  kindle  after  you  and  sade  he  hope  it  would  not  be 
long  before  I  see  you  again  which  I  thought  very  good  of  my  Chicle  to  wish  me  so  happy  my  Dear, 
as  that  will  make  me.  my  Lord  Tyrconnel  as  been  so  good  to  send  us  a  side  of  very  fine  Venson, 
so  I  thought  I  would  let  you  know  that  you  might  return  my  Lord  thank  for  it,  as  you  know  the 
best  way  to  dou  it  and  I  am  sorry  it  happen  to  come  when  you  was  not  at  home  to  take  parte  of  it  it 
come  one  Sunday  morning  so  I  thought  it  would  be  wright  to  inveite  our  Freindes  to  Dener  with 
us  so  theat  Mr.  Cust  Mrs.  Nuton  &  Brothe  Franke  all  for  them  on  Monday  which  thea  inquire  very 
much  after  you  wer  glad  to  hear  you  was  well  I  have  no  Letters  to  send  you  this  post.  I  have 
seen  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Grey  they  was  hear  to  see  the  fire  workes  last  night  and  asked  very  much 
after  you,  all  hear  Desire  thear  complements  to  you  and  the  good  Frindes  you  are  wit  and  believed 
me  to  be 

my  dearest  Husband,  your  ever 

faithfull  constant  &  most  obedient 

affectionate  waif, 

Ethelred  Cust. 

P.S. — pray  forgive  this  pore  crall  for  I  cant  help  writing  to  you,  for  it  is  the  greatest  Pleasure 
I  have  known  to  let  you  know  how  I  go  on.  I  have  seen  Mrs.  Mollyneux  to  day  about  her  Bill, 
but  I  have  not  paid  her  it  ;  for  I  thought  I  woul  let  you  know  what  it  come  to  £16  11  4  so  I  desire 
you  would  let  me  know  by  the  nex  post  when  you  woul  have  me  p‘l  her  now  her  no.  I  forgot  what 
you  sade  to  me  about  it  my  Dear  &  she  gos  about  a  fortnet  out  so  I  thought  it  might  be  Let  alone 
till  you  come  home  for  the  thought  of  that  makes  me  very  happy,  pray  dont  forget  the  Box  I 
menshend  to  y°  about  nor  the  Book. 


Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

June  ye  21,  1744. 

My  dear  Husband, 

I  recev’d  your  Letter  and  return  you  thank  for  having  so  good  to  let  me  hear  from  you 
as  often  as  you  can,  for  that  is  all  the  Appness  I  have  at  Present,  I  am  very  Unese  sench  you  left 
me,  for  in  my  condishon  I  am  not  well  nor  can  I  except  it,  but  my  Dear  as  you  were  so  good  to  say 
we  should  met  you  I  sent  to  the  Man  as  soon  as  I  got  home  to  let  him  know  about  the  Hoarses  and 
that  we  shoidcl  whant  them  next  Frvdav  and  Landdou,  or  have  one  Coac  and  the  answerd  was  sent 
Back  that  we  should  have  the  Hoarsse  and  or  one  Coac  if  we  like  it  Better  but  could  not  have  the 
Landdou  except  we  pad  for  it  so  my  Dear  I  think  we  had  Better  have  that  we  had  before  if  you 
like  it  for  it  should  hoart  our  one.  I  desire  you  would  write  to  me  by  the  return  of  the  Post  and 
then  I  shall  have  your  answer  on  Mondy  nex  which  will  be  the  Last  Letter,  but  now  I  think  I  shall 
have  from  you  till  Injoy  you  in  Person  which  will  be  the  greater  Blessing  to  me  this  Life  can  ford 
but  I  was  unese  to  hear  a  letter  that  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Cust  you  seem  not  fix  when  you  should  bo 
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youTai:,  you  !*£%  ^^u  :tZl7JJZT^  T “Lbe  “  T?  “  yr  'OId  »““• 

the  same  place  as  you  left  me  and  indeed  it  will  be  the  Plwen^Jorni^l^r^"^11  ^‘.T" 

I  am  a  bit  Better  to  Day  the  very  hi  l  t  ?  *?*  XuWent  to  Bed  and  1  thank  God 

happy,  thou  I  think  ,Mt  a  Long  wile  to  without  Vo7t™'  Y  b“”*)  1““  y°U  "“te  "»  'ery 

«-?w4c^'r “:y Happness  b-  "ith 

ani  ““  ^  J“m  D"ta  her  W  *»  a»d 

Your  ever  faithfull, 

most  obdent  &  affectionate  Waif, 

c  Ethelred  Oust. 

P.S.— Miss  Jenn  as  had  a  Lett  from  Mrs.  Woodcock  and  she  is  pret  well  I  am  fread  T  w* 

^thoutTalfoT  Wlth  thlS  Cr°Wl  my  Dear  1  beg  as  Love  you  ^11  let  me  see  Ton  nex  Fr  ^ 
without  fale  for  I  am  very  unese  till  see  you.  Dontt  take  it  ill  of  me  for  Desireing  vou  comnanv 

1  *  do  no  longer  wlthout  y°u  my  Dear.  My  Brother  Franke  as  put  in  a  lot' for  mv  Lord 

5  C°nne  r  yOU  t0  glVe  him  Lltt  me  llear  fro™  you  often  as  I  can  Pray  for  give  hast  mv  dear 


Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

My  dear  Husband,  June  ye  24,  1*44. 

but  T  »m  ZTa  healp  "'^T,*0  5T  f°r  1  *hink  of  you  Day  and  Xi*ht  y®«r  never  out  of  mv  thoughts 
so  I  dom  fear  brn  T  T*  make !  “?  “™™1  and  my  bad  Speling  out,  but  I  know  vour  goo  ne  i 
the  WoM  in\r  ,,  y  f  W  eXCT  “•  Thank  God  nex  FrJ-day  I  shall  be  the  Happes  Woman  in 
ikes  eo  bad  l  ?°“  1  think  1  have  »•»  being  well  sences  vou  lift  me  mv  head 

akes  so  bad  to  Day  I  herly  no  what  to  Do  with  it ;  but  I  much  expect  it  now,  the  Hapness  of  seeing 

have  I,'makere  quJt've!1’  as  "’hat  1  menshend  to  you  in  my  last  about  the  Cooes  may  very  well 
I  “'  p":  ,  lf  you.  Llke  80  1  ‘bought  I  would  let  you  know  becares  I  write  to  vou  otherwase 

tiTmi  *’  1  ““  f  prT  Letter  ,rom  my  sister  Cust  in  which  I  tak  it  very  kindle  of  her  in  writting 

be  my  deirHtibaid  1  deS‘reS  ^  beSt  dements  to  all  Frindes  and  beloved  me  to 

your  ever  faithfull 

and  most  obedent  &  Affectionate  Waif, 

Ethelred  Cust. 

,-.df/r'7LPraLG;d  Send  y°l!  a  g°od  Journe  and  safe  to  me.  I  think  of  it  with  so  much  Pleasure 
Wb  1  tb0Ught.lt  a  ^eat  Wlle  sence  I  see  you  but  Fryday  I  shall  be  for  ever  happy  My  Dear  Mv 

had  er  Frai?ke  bas  set  ^°u  a  Let  not  so  1  menshed  for  fear  you  should  Dropt  it.  Pray  forgive  the 
bad  writing  but  I  am  m  hast.  y  orgi\e  tne 


Ethelred  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

My  dear  Hcsbaud,  June  **  28- 

P1  1  recavd  >'our  Letter  and  inded  it  Made  me  very  Unesse  to  find  I  was  not  only  hinder  of 

greai  C'onsearn  m *  °  T?  *°  be  Deprive  °f  lh°  HaPpness  of  seing  you  wh.eh  was  a  very 
me  mded  for  I  prepose  so  much  Appness  of  Fryday  in  seeing  of  you  ho  inded 

*  Eanela^h. 
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makes  this  Life  to  mo  worth  having  but  as  that  can  not  be  know  I  beg  my  Dear  for  Godsake  and 
as  I  know  you  Love  me  you  wont  let  it  be  any  Longer  than  Sunday  nor  Monday  at  the  Longest  : 
then  I  shall  think  myself  the  liappest  woman  in  the  Wold  in  seeing  of  you.  My  uncle  Gust  was 
with  me  when  I  Recevd  your  Letter  and  when  he  find  you  Did  not  come  on  Fryday  and  that  I  was 
consern  that  I  could  see  you  he  was  so  good  to  say  he  wish  you  coidd  contrive  to  come  foi  my  sake, 
which  I  took  very  kinde  of  him  to  wish  be  so  happy  as  that  would  make  me,  for  lie  said  you  might 
come  to  me  of  Sunday  which  I  hertely  wish  you  may  for  the  soonner  you  come  to  me  the  Happer 
you  will  make  me,  but  if  you  don't  come  till  Monday  he  sade  he  would  go  with  me  to  meet  you  as  he 
thinks  it  best  that  we  might  go  to  Hatfi.ld  to  Dener  which  he  beleved  we  migh  do  it  very  well  and 
that  I  might  Let  you  know  what  inn  we  should  be  at,  and  then  we  could  not  miss  of  you  which 
is  over  agenst  Lord  Solsbers  House  for  inded  I  whant  sadle  to  see  you.  I  am  feared  you  can  herle 
read  this  pore  crowle  but  I  was  in  hast  when  I  wret  it.-  My  uncle  Cust  desire  me  to  put  this  note 
in  my  Lette  for  you  my  Dear  I  hertely  wish  you  a  good  Journne  to  me  and  safe  I  beg  complement 
to  all  good  Frindes  &  beleved  me  to  be 

my  dear  Husband, 

your  ever  faithfull  constan  obden  &  affectionate  Waif, 

Ethelred  Ccjst. 

p.S. _ My  Dear  we  shall  be  at  Hatfeld  to  Dener  over  against  Lord  Solsbers  House  I  name  it 

agen  to  fear  you  could  not  Read  it  because  I  have  write  so  Bad  but  I  know  your  goodness  so  you 
excuse  it,  but  I  am  in  great  hopes  of  seeing  you  of  Sunday  hear  having  a  man  with  £50 . 0  .  Od.  pound 
from  Mr.  Geats  but  I  was  not  at  home  then  but  he  said  he  would  come  again  so  then  I  reeved  I  writ 
this  to  let  you  know  of  it. 


Ethelred  Oust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

June  ye  28,  1744. 

My  dear  Husband, 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  in  a  Letter  I  receved  to  Day  that  I  may  have  some  hopes  of  seeing- 
you  on  Sunday  which  I  Do  assure  you  the  souner  you  let  me  see  you  the  Happeer  you  will  make 
me,  what  I  menshend  to  you,  in  my  Last  in  meeting  of  you  at  Hatfeld  to  Dener  of  Monday,  but 
I  hope  you  will  put  a  Stopt  to  it  by  Let  me  see  you  on  Sunday,  which  will  be  a  greather  Pleasure 
to  me  indeed,  for  the  Reason  we  though  of  it  was  that  I  might  see  you  as  soon  as  I  could  as  I  was 
so  Unese  tho  my  Uncle  sad  he  thought  you  w  ould  contrive  to  come  on  Sunday  but  he  sade  I  might 
Let  you  know  what  we  Desire  inn  cases  you  did  not  come  on  Sunday  that  we  might  not  mess  of 
you  on  Monday  uppon  the  Road,  inded  my  Uncle  is  very  good  to  me  and  so  is  all  of  them,  but  my 
Dear  nothing  give  me  any  Pleasure  without  you  it  is  this  onely  inded  makes  this  Life  to  me  worth 
having.  My  Dear  as  you  are  so  good  to  excuse  my  bad  writing  makes  me  not  mess  a  Post,  for 
inded  it  tis  the  only  Pleasure  I  have  till  I  have  the  Happness  of  being  with  you,  which  my  Dear 
I  hope  you  will  contrive  to  be  with  me  Sunday  and  then  you  make  for  ever  Happy.  I  take  it  very 
kindle  of  you  in  giveing  me  your  vice  about  my  Health  but  my  Dear  in  my  condeshon  I  much  expect 
being  not  well  some  times,  but  when  I  am  it  makes  me  unese  to  think  you  are  not  with  me  but  I 
thank  God  I  shall  be  very  Happy  having  you  with  me  very  soon  now,  my  Dear  I  beg  my  best 
complements  to  Mr.  Cocking  and  beleved  me  to  be 

My  dear  Husband 

Your  ever  faithfull  &  constan  obdent 

&  affectionate  Waif, 

Ethelred  Cust. 

p.S. _ My  sister  Jenn  Desire  her  Love  to  you.  I  hertel  wish  you  a  good  Journne  to  me  and  safe- 


Ethelred  Cust  to  Sib  John  Cust. 

My  Dear  Husband, 

I  receved  your  Letter  you  writ  June  ye  28  and  indeed  made  me  extremely  unesse  to  think 
that  there  is  anything  now  to  hinder  my  Happness  but  I  beg  my  Dear  for  God  sake  you  will  come 
and  not  mine  Mr.  Vernon  for  I  doo  asure  you  I  am  so  unesse  I  can  not  thing  of  your  being  any 
Longer  from  me  for  in  my  Condishon  if  anything  should  hapen  and  I  not  see  you  my  Dear  it  would 
go  to  my  Hert  I  am  so  low  Spretes  I  cannot  helpe  being  unesse  wiles  I  am  writting  this  my  Dear  I 
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know  yar  goodness  and  Comperson  and  spoyle  to  me  ho  you  Love  as  I  am  very  well  convence  you 
•do  me  you  would  not  make  me  unesse  if  you  knew  it.  So  I  write  to  you  this  for  or  Three  Lines 
to  let  you  know  wht  I  sowefer  without  you  I  hope  you  will  be  set  out  before  you  Recevd  this  which 
I  pray  God  to  send  you  safe  to  me  and  son  to  make  me  once  Happy  agane  and  am 

My  Dear  Husband, 

Your  ever  faithfull  and  affectionate  most  obdent  Waif, 

Ethelred  Oust. 

P.S.  My  Dear  I  beg  if  Mr.  Vernon  is  not  come  you  would  not  stay  for  my  sister  Cust  will  be 
her  about  me. 

Saturday  nigt,  June  ye  30,  1744. 


Dear  Sr, 


Henry  Vernon  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Oct.  1744. 


I  thank  you  for  the  favour  of  your  kind  letter  for  informing  us  how  my  sister  continues 
to  mend  in  the  smallpox  which  gave  my  wife  and  I  a  very  great  pleasure  to  hear  as  our  concern 
att  first  hearing  y4  she  was  ill  of  that  fatal  distemper  was  very  great.  My  wdfe  desires  to  join  wh 
me  in  desireing  ouer  love  to  my  sister  and  gives  her  joy  of  her  safe  recovery  it  is  a  great  happiness 
for  her  to  have  ’em  in  so  favourable  a  manner  as  not  to  be  marked  with  ’em.  If  I  was  sure  of  my 
wife  s  doing  so  well  I  could  wish  she  had  ’em  in  the  same  way. 

I  hope  you  ha\  e  receiv'1  a  brace  of  hares  and  two  brace  of  partridge  y4  my  wife  and  I  sent  you. 
Mrs.  Fane  desires  her  compliments  as  I  do  mine  to  the  remaining  part  of  your  Familev. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

Henry  Vernon. 


Thurlow.  Nov.  ye  3rd. 

We  have  once  as  you  know  sent  up  ye  commission  of  ye  answer  in  Chancery  &  it  has  been  lost 
unluckily.  Now  we  have  receiv’d  another  to  execute  and  as  they  have  sent  the  name  rong  for 
Mr.  Coldham  s  name  is  Mortlock,  and  they  have  put  it  Mortlack  for  wch  reason  he  could  not  take 
it  and  this  is  to  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  see  y4  Mr.  Morris  Robinson  of  the  Six  Clerk  Office  alters 
it  &  puts  it  right. 

My  wife  has  receiv  d  a  very  odd  account  of  Miss  Farmer  from  Mrs.  Fish  in  relation  to  Mrs.  Spencer 
who  had  seised  upon  everything  &  says  y4  Miss  Farmer  owes  her  more  yu  she  can  pay  her,  and  on 
ye  other  hand  Miss  Farmer  says  y4  Mrs.  Spencer  has  2,000£  of  hers  for  web  she  has  a  bond  in  Judg¬ 
ment  for  her  security  and  we  are  informed  y4  Miss  Farmers  acquaintance  intends  to  apply  to  all  her 
relations  for  some  assistance  to  support  her,  she  being  confined  in  a  dark  room  att  St.  Martin's  in 
Stamford.  We  thought  propper  to  apprize  you  of  it  as  soon  as  we  cd  and  be  pleased  to  send  down 
ye  enclosed  next  post.  With  ouer  love  to  you  &  my  sister  I  remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  serv4, 

HENy  Vernon. 


Elizabeth  Vernon  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  am  glad  to  hear  my  sister  and  Nephew  goes  on  so  well,  as  Miss  Jenney  was  so  kind  to 
give  me  an  account  of.  I  have  to  day  recev’d  a  Letter  from  my  aunt  Nelthorpe,  in  answer  to  one 
I  wrote  about  that  affair,  that  my  aunt  wrote  to  me  when  we  was  at  Hough,  and  we  had  the  Pleasure 
at  the  same  time  of  yours  and  my  sister’s  good  company’s  about  some  money  that  was  due  from 
my  Grand  Pappa  to  her  and  that  she  had  not  been  paid  the  contents  of  my  Letter  was  Cheifely 
to  let  her  know  there  was  a  receit  in  full  from  my  uncle  Nelthorpe  to  my  Pappa,  which  in  my  aunt’s 
Letter  to  day  she  seems  to  resent  very  much  ;  now  if  we  pay  this  do  you  apprehend  there  will  be 
any  trouble  upon  my  having  proved  my  Grand  Pappa’s  will,  and  in  that  Particular  acting  as 
Adminstratix.  The  will  was  not  proved  before,  &  Mr.  Foster  said  it  was  necessary  to  be  done. 
I  shall  take  it  very  kind  if  you  could  give  me  your  oppinon  about  it  in  your  next,  woht  vou  and  my 
sister  is  determind  to  do  as  to  your  share. 
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I  have  inclosed  the  Letter  I  recev'd  to  day  which  after  your  perrusal  I  beg  the  favour  you  would 
send  it  to  me.  Mr.  Vernon  with  myself  gives  our  Loves  to  you  and  my  sister  and  wish  you  tho- 
Complements  of  the  Season  and  I  am,  Dear  Brother, 


Your  most  affectionate  sister  &  humble  servant, 

Eliz  :  Vernon. 

P.S. — We  desire  our  Complements  to  your  friends  you  have  with  you. 

Great  Thurlow.  Dec.  ye  18th,  1744. 


Elizabeth  Vernon  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Brother, 

I  recev’  your  kind  Letter  and  I  am  concern’d  to  hear  my  Sister  is  not  quite  well  though 
I  am  in  great  hopes  it  wont  now  be  long  before  she  is,  as  you  have  persuaded  her  to  have  the  advice 
of  SrEdwu  Hulse,  from  whom  she  has  already  recev’d  Benifite,  for  haveing  his  advice  I  return  you 
my  thanks  for  I  think  my  sister  in  regard  to  herself  is  not  so  carefull  as  she  ought  to  be  ;  I  like 
the  name  my  Ld  Tyrconnel  has  given  my  nephew  mighty  well.  I  think  it  tis  very  proper  &  I  hope 
it  will  please  God  to  bless  him  with  Health  :  Mr.  Vernon  with  myself  gives  our  Loves  to  you  and. 
my  Sister  ;  and  our  complements  to  your  Friends  that  is  with  you. 

I  am  dear  Brother 

Your  affectionate  sister 

&  humble  servant, 

Eliz.  Vernon. 

P.S. — I  have  recevd  my  attire  for  which  I  return  my  sister  thanks.  Mr.  Barton  disapointed. 


William  de  Grey  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  send  this  Letter  to  wish  you  Joy  upon  your  entering  into  that  state  which  I  am  confident 
is  the  most  capable  of  giving  it  especially  to  you  who  of  all  men  in  the  world  deserve  it  most.  One 
of  your  Turn  must  have  found  already  how  much  heartfelt  happiness  there  is  in  the  assured  affection 
of  a  woman  of  Merit  free  from  the  Restraints  that  Fears  Fashion  lay  our  Mistresses  under,  and 
Lady  Cust  must  be  sensible  of  the  preference  of  the  honest  Love  of  a  worthy  man  to  the  unmeaning 
fulsome  Pretences  of  a  thousand.  Is  there  not  more  joy  in  raising  a  smile  upon  the  face  of  one 
Woman  than  making  a  whole  Table  roar  and  is  there  not  more  pleasure  in  making  one  person  always 
happy  than  twenty  merry  for  an  Hour.  I  used  to  think  twas  pity  you  shou  d  not  be  married 
because  you  knew'  so  well  to  make  a  right  use  of  it,  as  you  are  an  active  man  it  might  be  expected 
I  shou’d  wish  the  squaling  of  your  children  might  lull  you  to  sleep  &  the  Clamours  of  your  Clients 
wake  you,  but  those  are  all  externals,  I  shall  rather  wish  you  may  lie  down,  as  still  as  night  to  rise 
as  chearful  as  the  morning — the  Rest  matters  not. 

Mr  Cust  tells  me  you  have  taken  a  house  in  Norfolk  Street.  I  shall  be  your  neighbour  there 
&  shall  be  there  &  every  where  else, 

dear  Sir, 

yours  most  affectionately, 

William  de  Grey. 


Lady  Cust’s  anxiety  is  very  pathetic  and  quite  intelligible  in  a  young  wife  experiencing 
the  first  troubles  of  child-birth.  Uncle  Cust  and  sister  Jenny  seem  to  have  done  their  best 
to  console  Lady  Cust,  but  even  visits  to  Vauxhall  and  Ranelagh  did  not  succeed  in  their  object. 
Sir  John  seems  to  have  wished  to  take  advantage  of  his  journey  to  visit  as  many  relations 
as  possible,  not  only  Lord  Tyrconnel  at  Belton,  but  also  Capt.  Cockayne  at  Cockayne  Hatley, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  at  Great  Thurlow.  Lady  Cust’s  letters  with  their  childish  mistakes 
in  spelling  were  evidently  written  from  the  heart. 

Sir  John  Cust  nowr  settled  down  to  the  serious  business  of  life,  and  never  flinched  from  w'ork 
or  duty.  Although,  so  long  as  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  Lady  Cust  lived,  Sir  John  was  not  personally 
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a  man  of  wealth,  his  position  in  the  county  as  a  young  baronet  and  member  of  parliament 
was  very  high.*  The  fortune  brought  him  by  his  wife  placed  him  in  easy  circumstances. 
His  house  in  Norfolk  Street,  Strand,  was  always  a  family  centre,  and  for  quiet  retreat  he  took 
in  the  spring  of  1747  a  house  at  Hanby  within  reach  of  his  uncle  at  Belton  and  his  mother  at 
Grantham.  Two  daughters,  Anne  and  Elizabeth,  were  born  in  London,  and  in  September, 
1747,  a  boy,  Richard,  was  born  at  Hanby,  who  died  the  following  October  and  was  buried  at 
Grantham.  Brownlowc  therefore  remained  the  only  son  in  whom  all  the  family  hopes  were 
-centred. 

The  marriage  indeed  seems  to  have  given  great  satisfaction  all  round.  Lord  Tyrconnel’s 
affectionate  letters  to  Sir  John  and  to  his  mother  after  the  wedding  have  already  been  printed.* 

William  Cust  writes  on  January  8th,  1743-4,  from  his  ship  the  ‘  Stirling  Castle,’  in  Hyeres 
Bay,  a  letter  of  welcome  and  affection  to  his  new  sister-in-law,  saying  that  he  “  could  not  help 
being  pleased  when  I  first  heard  that  he  had  ye  best  hopes  of  being  married  to  a  person  so  well 
recommended  to  me  by  all  my  Relations  as  yourself. .  .  .and  I  dare  say  you  will  not  take  it 
unkind  of  me  to  congratulate  you  also  upon  ye  same  occasion,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  are 
very  well  convinced  yourself  that  he  is  not  undeserving  of  a  partner  of  your  merit  and  from 
ye  long  experience  I  myself  have  had  of  ye  Constancy  of  his  Love  and  of  his  other  desirable 
qualities.  I  am  well  assured,  I  shall  see  you  a  most  happy  Couple,  a  second  Father  and 
Mother.” 

William  writes  to  Lord  Tyrconnel  a  few  days  later  to  congratulate  him  on  his  success  as  a 
Principal  in  arranging  his  Brother's  marriage.  He  wrote  “  me  a  very  kind  letter  upon  his 
-arrival  in  Town  afterwards  and  says  he  is  now  completely  happy  to  ye  best  Relations  abroad 
and  ye  best  of  Wives  at  home  and  remembers  with  ye  greatest  gratitude  your  ready  and  great 
assistance  in  putting  him  in  possession  of  so  fine  a  Lady,  ye  only  return  he  can  make,  he  says 
is  to  imitate  your  Lordship  in  making  it  his  greatest  pleasure  in  promoting  our  interest  which 
I  acknowledge  with  ye  greatest  pleasure  yr  Lordship  to  do  always,  I  am  so  well  persuaded  of 
the  sincerity  of  his  intentions  as  even  to  rejoyce  at  having  my  nose  out  of  joynt.” 

These  letters  were  written  by  William  Cust  a  few  days  before  the  battle  off  Toulon,  in  which 
Admiral  Mathews  gained  a  victory,  though  the  ‘  Stirling  Castle  '  did  not  actually  come  into 
action. 

Sir  John  Cust  entered  Parliament  at  a  somewhat  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
Early  in  1742  the  long  administration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  come  to  an  end  and  he  had 
been  succeeded  as  Prime  Minister  in  name  by  Spencer  Compton,  Earl  of  Wilmington,  who  was 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  Sir  John  took  his  seat.  The  power  really  rested  in  the  hands 
of  Lord  Carteret,  afterwards  Earl  Granville,  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  King  George  II. 
Wilmington  died  in  August,  1743,  and  was  succeeded  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  by  Henry 
Pelham,  who  with  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  entered  on  what  is  generally  known 
as  the  Pelham  administration,  although  Carteret  remained  practically  in  power  until  November, 
1744.  Europe  was  in  the  convulsions  caused  by  the  war  of  the  Austrian  Succession.  Under 
the  Pragmatic  Sanction  and  on  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  in  1740,  his  daughter, 
Maria  Theresa,  succeeded  to  his  various  hereditary  estates  and  assumed  the  title  of  Queen 
of  Hungary.  The  Elector  of  Bavaria  put  forward  a  claim  to  the  Archduchy  of  Austria  and 
was  supported  by  the  King  of  France.  Meanwhile  Frederick  II.,  King  of  Prussia,  seized  the 
opportunity  of  wresting  Silesia  from  Maria  Theresa.  King  George  II.,  as  Elector  of  Hanover, 
was  personally  involved  in  these  disputes,  and  took  part  in  this  capacity  in  the  war  with  France 
which  resulted  in  the  somewhat  fortunate  victory  at  Dettingen  on  June  27th,  1744.  British 
policy  was,  how'ever,  so  vacillating  and  undecided  as  to  the  support  to  be  given  to  Maria  Theresa 
nn  the  one  side  or  the  King  of  Prussia  on  the  other  that  France  was  encouraged  to  declare 


*  See  Vol.  II.,  pp.  202-3. 
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war  on  England  in  1744.  Owing  to  a  renewal  of  the  Bourbon  Family  Compact  this  involved 
simultaneously  a  declaration  of  war  with  Spain.  The  national  crisis  produced  by  this  bud 
policy  had  one  satisfactory  result  in  that  it  brought  to  the  front  one  man  of  commanding 
genius,  who  saved  his  country  from  ruin,  William  Pitt.  In  Parliament  the  position  of  parties 
was  so  confused  that  there  was  no  regular  opposition.  Whigs  and  Tones  were  at  one  time 
working  with,  and  at  another  passionately  against  each  other.  Owing  to  the  dissensions 
between  the  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  prince’s  supporters  were  mainly  identified 
with  the  Tory  party,  and  to  them  Sir  John  Oust  lent  his  adhesion.  Political  dissension  was 
very  strong  as  to  the  support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  by  Hanoverian  troops,  subsidized  by 
England.  Sir  John  Oust  voted  for  this  and  by  so  doing  almost  quarrelled  with  Lord  Tyrconnel, 
who  had  a  personal  grievance  against  the  Government.  Lord  Tyrcoimel  was  anxious  to 
obtain  a  peerage  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  looked  to  Sir  John  Ousts  good  offices  and  growing 
influence  at  Court  to  further  this  end.  He  resented  Sir  John’s  support  of  the  Government, 
but  on  being  assured  that  this  would  be  likely  to  help  Sir  John  m  furthering  Lord  Tyrconnel  s 
case,  the  family  dispute  seems  to  have  subsided.  Mr.  Gibert  is  again  the  chronicler  of  family 
news  and  extracts  from  his  letters  to  Savile  Oust  on  this  question  have  already  been  given. 
His  letters  to  Sir  John  throw  further  light  on  Lord  TyrconnePs  displeasure  and  the  means 
adopted  to  combat  any  bad  result  therefrom. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Viscount  Tyrconnel.  (1745.) 

My  Lord,  ..  , 

We  had  the  Beginning  of  this  week,  a  specimen  of  the  Behaviour  of  some  Gentlemen.  who 
at  the  opening  of  the  Session  under  the  specious  pretences  of  Oeconomy.  and  Love  oi  ‘heir  Country, 
took  every  opportunity  of  distressing  their  Country,  but  now  they  have  amply  secur  d  the  J 
Interest  cL'tUem  to  trouble  their  Heads  what  becomes  of  that  of  the  F ^mk  OnJ Monday 
came  on  the  grand  Debate  upon  the  method  of  raising  the  sum  of  Three  Millions  tor  the  service 
of  the  n resent  vear  The  Ministry  propos'd  the  borrowing  it  by  Annuities  and  a  Lottery  at  *  pe 
cent  ITo  givi  a  premium  of  J, 000  pounds  pr  Annum  in  Annuities  upon  Lives,  to  be  dmd*l 
proportionately  among  the  Contributors,  having  previously  contracted  with  o  or  b  monied  Harpies 

to  frnnlsh  it  upon  these  Conditions . Sir  John  Barnard  very  justly  took  exception  to •  thu, 

exorbitant  Bargain,  &  propos'd  the  Scheme  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  > inclosing jto  U 

which  by  the  present  value  of  Stocks  He  computed  wou  d  not  co^t  tl  P  P 

150,000  pounds.  &  most  probably  much  less.  To  this  was  objected  in  the. 

Times  of  Distress  might  be  attended  with  fatal  Consequences.  To  obviate  this  Objection  lie  i 
a’second  “ah  which  He  own’d  He  did  not  Himself  so  -U  approve  o^  He 
publick  would  be  serv'd  better  &  cheaper  by  open  subscriptions  l  but  if  Cettamty ^  was  to  be 
all  events  and  cou'd  be  obtain’d  only  by  contracting  with  particulai  person*  the  less  P 

for  It  the  beUer  and  assur’d  the  Houk  he  knew  a  set  of  Gentlemen  who  cou  d  for  a  premium  of 
300,000  undertake  to  lend  the  whole  three  millions  at  4  pr 

was  by  the  lowest  computation,  reckoning  the  Annuities  onl>  &  eleve  %  P  f  15  vearg 

but  by  the  Frauds  practised  upon  these  occasion  wou  d  cost  fcb-  might  aue„d 

purchase  &  by  that  calculation  amount  to  6<o,000.  Anc  ,  &  k*  both  propositions 

rejecting  the  proposal  of  the  Ministry  it  t  ley  wou  a .  you  who  wou’d  make  an  immediate 

open  till  Wednesday  He  wou  d  then  produce  a  List  of  these  Uentien  e 

Deposit  of  250,000£  or  a  security  for  the  performance  ot  their  *  convince  me  0  was 

The  Debate  lasted  till  8  at  night,  but  I  own  I  did  not  hear  one  Argument  to  convmoe 
less  than  3,  but  the  Ministry  were  resolv'd  to  stick  to  then  hrst  Bargau tUd  “deed,  expect 
those  Gentlemen,  who,  a  few  weeks  before  had  so  strongly  Lem  ajter'd  iheir  opinions 

closed  with  Sir  John  Barnard,  but  alas  I  ftnd  places  &  preferment  h^strangelyaher  c  1 

for  they  all  concert'd  in  voting  600,000  pounds  a  »  Bargam  the  Debate 

And  upon  a  Division  found  myself  in  a  minority  of  13-  —  ‘  '  secomj  Divi-ion  at 

over  again  before  the  Report,  but  came  off  with  the  »me  >«■<»«»,  *  "^vour  Counttv  has  been 
9  at  night  were  only  137.  As  your  Lordship  s  zeal  and  ffismterested  Lo  b 

so  conspicuous  in  every  Station  of  your  Life,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  I  have  acted  1 

this  occasion. 


' 
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We  have  had  no  news  from  Scotland  since  Tuesday  but  I  am  afraid  from  this  Severe  Season 
of  the  year  &  the  Disaffection  of  that  part  of  the  Country  where  the  Rebels  now  are,  it  will  be  a 
long  Time  before  our  Domestick  troubles  are  ended. 

My  wife  and  I  hope  our  Duty  will  be  acceptable  to  yor  Lordship  &  my  Lady  ;  &  I  beg  you  will 
believe  me  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect  and  gratitude 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s  most  obedient  and  dutyful 

nephew  and  most  oblig’d  humble  servant 

John  Oust. 

It  is  easy  to  picture  the  pompous  fussy  uncle  at  Belton,  the  obsequious  and  diplomatic 
parson,  and  the  keen  young  politician  in  London.  In  spite  of  his  political  perturbations  and 
his  disappointment  at  not  being  made  a  Peer  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Lord  TyrconneFs  heart 
was  always  in  the  right  place,  and  he  never  really  faltered  in  his  desire  to  help  his  sister’s  sons 
on  their  way  in  the  world.  Perhaps  William  Cust’s  successful  career  in  the  navy  had  a  good 
effect  on  Lord  Tyrconnel’s  mind,  like  that  produced  by  Peregrine  Cust’s  skilful  use  of 
information  as  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  wool  due  to  the  war.  After  the  battle  of  Toulon  Billy 
returned  home  on  board  the  ‘  Norman  ’  with  Admiral  Mathews.  His  account  of  the  battle 
of  Toulon  has  been  given  in  the  account  of  Anne,  Lady  Oust,*  as  well  as  his  version  in  French, 
sent  to  Lord  Tyrconnel.  Other  letters  from  Billy  to  his  mother  and  Sir  John  have  been 
preserved. 


Savixe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

As  to  poor  Billy’s  affaire,  the  letter  is  not  of  so  much  consequence,  for  I  only  thought  it  cou’d 

be  an  introduction  from  you  or  me  to  Ld  C - 1  and  therefore  not  worth  pushing  any  further, 

and  if  you  have  not  got  it,  for  it  must  be  your  being  in  ye  house  will  finish  ye  thing,  or  nothing — - 
but  the  worst  of  all  is  his  declaration  that  he  will  do  no  more  for  you  if  you  vote  etc.  An  ill  use 
may  be  made  of  that,  tho'  you  smell  no  design — they  will  be  fools  indeed,  if  they  don’t  keep  ye 
designs  secret,  tho’  they  will  not  be  so  likely  to  succeed,  if  you  are  allwais  on  yr  guard.  But  the 
declaration  he  has  made  of  yr  voting  will  be  a  fine  handle  for  G^  to  manage.  The  very  Pope  can 
do  no  more  than  damn  those  who  dare  worship  God  in  any  way  but  his,  but  even  he  nor  an  angell 
can  t  sanctifie  an  action  that  is  sinfull,  tho’  done  for  the  sake  of  God's  vicegerant  his  law,  or  even 
for  God  himselfe — will  he  disinherit  you  if  you  don’t  run  into  all  ye  violence  of  an  opposition  did 
he  himself  do  so  ?  Wou’d  he  have  your  vote  against  yr  conscience  and  deprive  you  of  the  liberty 
of  judgeing  for  yrselfe — does  he  treat  his  own  nefue  w^ell,  to  threaten  him,  if  he  don’t  act  against 
his  conscience,  and  tempt  him  who  is  honest  at  present  to  be  a  rogue,  and  wou’d  he  have  his  nefue 
deserve  that  caricter  ?  which  he  must  if  he  acts  against  his  judgement — let  him  convince  his  reason 
and  satisfie  that  in  every  question,  then  he  will  be  sure  of  his  voting  as  he  desires,  but  without  that 
it  is  the  worst  of  slavery,  and  the  greatest  of  tyranny  that  can  be  exercis’d,  and  what  no  honest 
man  can  exert  against  his  meanest  slave,  &  how  wou'd  he  take  it  if  any  man  who  shou’d  charge 
him  with  dishonesty,  &  yet  he  will  deserve  that  charge,  who  attempts  to  make  any  one  act  against 
his  conscience,  etc.,  etc. :  but  so  much  for  the  present.  You  shall  hear  from  me  again  next  Tuesday. 

Yr  most  affect : 

Savele  Cust. 

ye  29th  of  August. 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Receiv’d  the  favour  of  your  very  kind  Letter,  the  greatest  pleasure  it  gave  me  was  from 
a  Je  ne  scay  qvoy  in  the  turn  of  it  which  shews  you  sensible  of  your  happiness,  and  let  me  tell  you 
with  many  a  man  this  is  not  always  the  case,  there  are  such  whose  situation  may  be  as  good  as 
yours  and  yet  will  get  a  trick,  in  spite  of  their  good  stars,  to  make  themselves  miserable,  the  truth 
is  a  nice  and  second  judgment  is  necessary  to  make  us  relish  as  we  ought  the  blessings  of  life,  where 
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this  wanting  there  is  nothing  left  to  be  guided  towards  Happeness  but  blind  Passions  and  unreason¬ 
able  fancies. 

Your  apology  was  yesterday  received,  I  wish  I  could  say  with  pleasure,  I  will  not  make  you 
uneasy  with  the  disgustfull  relation  of  what  passed  ;  the  Point  in  question  he  had  much  at  heart 

and  had  often  Inveighed  against  those  who  first  voted  for  the  H . ns,  and  very  glad  he  was 

you  was  absent  at  that  time  ;  in  these  dispositions  he  received  your  letter,  which  I  would  have 
kept  to  shew  it  in  Grantham  but  he  burnt  it.  I  spoke  pretty  plain  upon  the  matter, — I  told  him 
I  should  think  myself  much  to  be  blamed  were  I  even  angry  with  a  man  for  voting  against  my 
opinion,  that  we  ought  never  to  be  so  loud  against  those  who  voted  against  their  conscience,  which 
he  could  not  say  was  your  case  ;  I  put  him  in  mind  also  how  often  he  had  Inveighed  against  R.W. 
etc.  ;  for  insisting  on  his  friends  voting  always  as  he  listed  and  yet  he  felt  himself  so  much  the  more 
into  the  same  fault  that  he  had  advised  you  more  than  once  to  be  for  what  was  in  your  opinion 
the  wrright  side  of  the  question,  without  acceptation  of  Persons  ;  he  now  begins  to  be  cooler  upon 
the  matter,  yet  as  you  are  likely  to  go  on,  as  he  calls  it,  the  wrong  side  of  the  Post  it  is  well  worth 
your  while  to  use  such  methods  as  will  prevent  the  ill  consequences  which  may  likely  ensue  :  my 
endeavours  I  can  assure  you  will  never  be  wanting  but  when  all  is  done  the  true  Remedies  are 
always  those  which  really  hit  the  Distemper,  the  more  I  dive  into  it  and  the  more  I  am  convinced 
I  have  pointed  over  and  over  again  what  will  effectually  do  ;  I  repeat  it  again — when  he  is  in  London, 
the  M — n — sty  must  take  a  proper  notice  of  him.  I  have  already  pointed  how  it  might  be  done 
without  any  real  Inconvenience,  be  only  so  good  to  remember  this  is  advice  ;  for  the  rest  as  it  is 
in  your  own  bussiness  it  is  fit  you  should  do  as  you  think  proper. 

The  Point  I  Insist  most  upon  with  Md.  is  that  he  must  let  you  Vote  (as  he  has  done  himself) 
according  to  your  conscience  influences  from  him  being  as  much  as  corruption  as  from  a  M.n.t.r—  : 
therefore  I  humbly  conceive  and  let  you  know  that  Journals  of  and  apologies  for  your  conduct 
in  Parliament  should  be  spared,  for  they’ll  be  aft  to  apprize  him  with  unwelcome  things,  which 
otherwise  he  might  have  been  kept  Ignorant  of  ;  whenever  such  methods  are  necessary  you  may 
depend  upon  my  letting  you  know  :  Wool  raises  prodigiously  here  in  the  Country  which  gives  a 
great  Pleasure  to  Md.  I  have  heard  and  have  told  him  that  this  was  chiefly  owed  to  the  great 
Encouragement  the  Q.  of  H.  gives  to  our  manufactures.  If  this  be  true  pray  let  Mr.  Perry  write 
to  his  Lordship  as  soon  as  possible,  and  let  him  know  that  tho’  he  himself  hates  bloody  wars  yet 
he  can’t  help  being  pleased  to  see  good  raise  out  of  evil ;  then  let  him  Enlarge  on  the  vast  advantages 
lately  procured  to  our  trade  in  the  Austrian  Dominions,  this  I  am  convinced  will  have  a  very  good 
effect  and  it  would  have  no  less  good  effect  should  Md.  be  made  sensible  by  proper  Persons  that 
your  chief  aim  in  making  yourself  of  consequence  with  the  K.  and  M — rs  is  to  see  (when  things 
are  ripe  for  it)  Justice  done  to  his  Lordship  in  a  certain  article,  etc. — this  I  have  lately  mentioned 
to  Mr.  Oust. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  that  if  you  like  this.  Lady  C— st  whom  we  expect  soon  must  first  hint 
it  at  a  proper  season  to  try  how  it  is  relished.  Then  shall  I  be  more  able  to  know  how  the  whole 
should  be  represented  to  his  Lordship  when  you  write  to  him  ;  my  most  hearty  wishes  always  attend 
you,  your  Lady,  Mr.  Cust,  and  all  your  Brothers  and  Sisters  wheresoever  dispersed  over  the  face 
of  the  Earth.  I  am  with  the  greatest  Regard  and  Sincerity, 

—  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  &  most  obedient  servant 

Henry  Gibert. 

Jan.  the  24th,  1743—4. 

No  Pamphlet  writ  against  the  Ad — m — t — i — n  should  be  sent  hither  for  let  them  never  be  so 
virulent  they  will  be  so  far  liked  as  to  do  more  harm  than  good,  I  should  rather  be  glad  could  I  get 
one  or  two  sensible  Pieces  writt  in  favour  of  the  Present  Measures,  I  think  I  could  use  them  here 
and  in  other  places  with  some  advantage  to  the  Cause. 

(The  Honble  Sir  John  Cust,  Norfolk’s  Street 
in  the  Strand,  London.) 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  should  be  more  concerned  than  I  am  at  your  Lady  s  Illness,  were  it  not  for  the  assurance 
you  give  us  of  her  being  in  a  fair  way,  I  not  only  heartily  pray  but  strongly  hope  she  11  soon  conquer 
that  so  much  dreaded  and  so  dreadfull  enemy  the  Small  Pox  ;  Pray  let  us  hear  of  her  every  Post. 
Your  last  I  Received  this  morning,  you  do  me  Justice  in  the  good  opinion  you  have  of  my  attach¬ 
ment  to  your  Interest,  my  Pains  I  assure  you,  have  not  been  wanting  in  the  Bussiness  in  question. 


. 
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SILS"  tiU  "°W  to  y°u’  ’*■  b<*a^e  I  would  not  send  you  precarious  information, 

but  would  first  be  well  assured  that  what  I  say  may  be  depended  upon. 

The  Hints  I  gave  you  lately  you  have  extremely  well  taken  and  executed  and  accordingly  they 

a  certain  pered  ,bey°ml  my  expectation:  I  only  knew  for  a  while,  your  Letter  to 

it*  cr  T  Pers°n  had  beefn  received-  lt  was  kept  a  secret  fr°m  every  Body,  yet  I  could  easily  perceive 
its  good  consequences,  for  you  was  again  kindly  mentioned  and  Politicks  were  talked  in  cooler 

and  more  moderate  way  At  last  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  Purpose  of  your  Letter,  when 
the  Person  who  received  it,  and  myself  were  both  alone  ;  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  long 
conversation  we  had  together,  only  this  far  to  the  Purpose  .  g 

couldehuatilrUr/CheTe;VnS  ^  f  ?StIe  ^  the  air~a  thing  Very  Unl,kely  ever  to  happen,  yet  he 
but  take  it  wonderfully  kind  of  you  and  extremely  gratefull,  thus  to  make  of  his  Interest  your 

first  aim  and  Business  in  the  House  ;  it  shewed,  he  thought,  a  mind  finely  disposed.  I  told  him 

rd3nd  d  f  that  ,the  COmPa8sin^  of  your  scheme  was  not  so  impossible  as  he  thought? 

it  depended  entirely  on  making  yourself  a  man  of  weight  and  consequence  with  the  adm-t-n  ■ 

a  thing  indeed  which  must  be  the  work  of  time,  but  nevertheless  f disable  at  last  by  men  of  your 
known  Parts  and  Conduct.  He  said  he  cared  very  little  to  be  made  a  P— r  but  yet  if  you  could 

manage  that  for  him  he  would  be  sure  to  get  you  into  the  P - 1  and  this,  he  thought,  without 

his  Estate  would  be  a  finer  thing  for  you  than  any  Place  they  could  give  you.  I  said  I  knew  that 
the  scheme  in  question  you  had  most  at  heart,  not  so  much  on  your  own  acc*  but  out  of  Regard 
and  Love  and  gratitude  to  his  L— sh— p,  and  that  it  was  your  opinion  Md.  had  desired  over  and 
over  to  be  made  a  P— r  and  could  have  been  made  such  if  whilst  he  was  working  the  good  of  the 

in  theafS'  ^  ™ble  manner  that  he  dld  he  had  in  some  degree  minded  his  own,  I  told  him  that 
m  the  affair  in  Question  you  had  an  advantage  over  him  which  was  that  a  man  can  often  promote 

to!J  another  at  better  grace  than  his  own.  (N.B.-During  this  conversation  he  drunk 

your  health  three  or  four  times.) 

bee^r??ff^0therp0nS!irVati<JnSuWhiCh  nOW  d°nt  °CCUr  to  my  memory,  (i.)  he  said  that  you  had 
been  bred  up  in  a  Colledge  which  was  always  for  the  Court  and  therefore  no  wonder  if  your ‘inclina¬ 
tions  were  turned  that  way  ;  (ii.)  he  thought  it  was  best  to  let  you  manage  your  own  way  and  not 
mterfere  with  your  voting  ;  (ni.)  the  whole  ended  by  this  reflection  of  his  that  since  you  ha^ne 

dZf  ,1  —t—y  " J  fh e  vote  for  the  H.  Tr-ps  it  were  preposterous  and  unwise  now  to 
er  from  them  in  any  of  their  Points  but  such  as  should  be  of  a  very  gross  nature  :  I  trouble  vou 

m  tlHS  — i0n  *  b6ing  important  for  you  to  know 

to  mIkaPh^'Le^^— :dof  H— yrd  ft’  muTh  ™ 

Grrht  •+  e  a  -r  M  rs  muck  better  and  to  make  him  think  we 

ght  not  quite  for  fighting  sake.  It  pleases  him  much  to  see  the  Wool  raised  to  24  shs  at  last 
through  the  vent  of  our  manufactures  into  the  Austrian  Dominions.  I  make  no  doubt  I  shall  soon 
remove  all  difficulties  and  make  you  very  easy  in  your  Political  Proceedings.  God  grant  you  may 
e  as  much  so  on  other  acct  as  you  have  been  risen  to  be  in  this  present.  Your  ladv’s  present  con¬ 
dition  comes  again  into  my  mind  I  long  to  hear  all  is  fairly  over,  I  dread  and  yet  wish  to  hear  of 

depend^  on’  ^n°rning’  for  1  hoPe  y°u  will  write.  I  write  in  haste  but  nothing  but  what  you  may 

I  beg  my  humble  service  to  Mr.  Cust  all  friends  here  in  the  country  are  well.  He  knows  I  write 
to  you. 

I  am  sincerely, 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 
feb.  the  6th,  1743-4.  Henry  Gibert. 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir, 

,  ,  In  my  last  to  Mr-  Cust  1  mentioned  a  letter  I  received  from  you,  by  the  way  of  Boston, 

b2  ^  weeks  afteJ-  d  was  written ;  I  did  not  answer  it  having  nothing  farther  to  add  to  what 
acl  told  you  some  Days  before.  The  late  surprising  French  schemes  have  reconciled  my  Ld. 
to  my  Politicks,  he  confesses  I  was  in  the  right  when  I  asserted  that  the  real  aim  of  the  Court 

fLf+v?Cnn  ^PP^mg  the  Rector  of  Bavaria  was  not  so  much  to  befriend  him  as  to  renew  in 
fact  the  Old  Plan  of  Universal  Monarchy;  he  thinks,  as  well  as  I,  that  Europe  will  never  be  safe 
and  quiet  till  that  powerful land  ambitious  Kingdom  is  brought  within  a  narrower  compass  ;  without 
Enlarging  any  further  on  this  Topick  I  can  assure  you  that  your  behaviour  has  hitherto  done  you 
at  B  lt  n  no  manner  of  discredit.  In  the  neighbourhood  your  voting  for  the  Hanoverians  has 
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been  I  don’t  know  how  and  by  whom  represented  to  Ignorant  People  in  very  bad  Colours,  but,  I  can 
assure  you,  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  get  aright,  and  it  is  pretty  much  so  by  this  Time. 

Md.  as  he  tells  you  in  his  letter  went  to  Lincoln  Assises,  my  Lady  and  I  went  along  with  him — - 
he  brought  an  adress  to  be  signed  by  the  Grand  Jury  and  all  other  Gentlemen  both  Lay  and  Clergy  ; 
the  said  address  was  very  well  relished  and  signed  by  those  who  were  then  present  :  when  the  Grand 
Jury  was  discharged  his  Lordship  made  a  speech  to  the  Judge  in  open  Court,  rather  too  long,  but 
very  Loyal  and  much  to  the  purpose  :  he  is  fully  resolved  if  the  Pretender's  Son  Lands  to  raise  at 
his  Expence  a  number  of  men  to  head  them  himself  and  to  fight  in  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom 
and  his  Majesty’s  rights.  The  fear  of  the  Pretender  which  he  used  to  look  upon  as  a  wooden  legg 
the  ministry  begged  with,  seems  now  to  him  a  thing  of  more  real  and  greater  consequence  :  I  think 
it  not  improper  to  tell  you  all  this  as  it  may  afford  you  proper  hints  how  to  act  with  and  how  to 
write  to  his  Lordship  ;  your  frequent  accts  of  what  passed  please  him  very  much,  and  you’ll  do 
well  to  go  on  with  them. 

The  only  news  I  can  send  you  from  the  country  is  that  there  is  amongst  us  wonderfull  unanimity 
on  behalf  of  the  Protestant  succession  :  all  your  friends  are  here  very  well. 

My  wife  and  I  joyn  in  humble  service  to  you  Lady  Cust,  Mr.  Cast,  Mr.  Francis  Cust,  and  all 
the  young  Ladys. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Regard,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  &  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Gibert. 

Bolton.  March  the  12th,  1743-4. 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

The  Turn  which  Publick  affairs  have  lately  taken  has  given  a  very  good  handle  to  set  right  the 
Politicks  of  a  certain  Person.  We  are  now  fully  convinced  that  the  Present  Troubles  of  Europe 
arise  not  from  bloody  Ministers  of  our  own,  but  plainly  from  the  ambitious  views  of  the  French 
Court.  ’Tis  this,  we  think,  who  to  make  its  w’ay  to  universal  Monarchy  projected  the  Ruin  of  the 
Houses  of  Austrian  Dominions,  and  would  have  effected  it  had  not  England  seasonably  stood  in 
its  deffence  ;  England  is  now  in  a  manner  the  Bulwark  of  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  and  unless  it  be 
reduced  by  means  of  a  Pretender  the  House  of  Bourbon  must  be  stopped  in  his  carrier.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  these  Positions,  Md.  is  fully  persuaded  that  lie  can  be  no  friend  to  his  country  who  at 
this  present  juncture  lays  any  cloggs  to  the  Executive  Power  ;  It  ought  rather  to  be  unanimously 
supported  in  the  strongest  manner  and  he  is  moreover  heartily  glad,  as  things  now  stand  that  the 
Hanoverian  troops  were  carrv’d  in  the  House  and  that  Sir  John  was  one  of  the  voters  he  desires 
his  nephew  by  all  means  to  stand  by  the  Administration,  and  not  to  grudge  additional  Taxes  if 
they  can  but  contribute  in  the  least  to  reduce  the  Power  of  the  Perfidious  French  Court  this  I  can 
assure  you,  is  the  firm  foundation  on  which  our  Politicks  are  now  built.  In  short  things  go  on  here 
better  than  ever,  and  as  it  has  been  so  shall  it  always  be  my  chief  aim  to  keep  them  so  : 

April  the  31st,  1744. 


Visct.  Tyrconnel  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  April  the  15th,  1745. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

I  cannot  lett  this  Post  go  without  Answereing  your  most  kind  and  obliging  Letter.  We 
had,  Thank  God,  as  good  a  journey  as  ye  Badness  of  ye  weather  would  Permitt.  I  pityed  Poor 
Billy  who  was  twice  wet  through,  as  well  as  all  my  servants,  who  Travell’d  in  two  Dayes  Rain, 
after  being  so  Hurryed  by  ye  suddeness  of  my  Journey.  We  found  everything  here  in  Perfect 
Beauty  and  order.  My  Good  Sister  ready  to  Receive  us  att  Belton  with  ye  greatest  Joy  and 
Affection.  Compliments  from  ye  Alderman  and  Corporation,  and  every  day  from  all  our  worthy 
Neighbours.  Belton  never  so  Green  and  Pleasant  ;  ye  Ponds  and  Canal  over-floweing  full,  a  grand 
Rustick  arch  finished  with  vast  Rough  Stones  over  ye  Cascade  of  ye  River,  and  two  Huge  Artificial 
Rocks  on  each  side,  Design’d  and  executed,  as  I  think,  in  a  Taste  superiour  to  anything  that  I  have 
seen,  either  at  Lord  Gainsborough's  or  Lord  Cobham's.  A  Mount  Rail’d  by  five  or  six  Slopes  and 
Terraces,  and  covered  with  ever  Greens  growing  wild  all  the  way  up  to  ye  Top,  which  is  to  be 
Crown’d  with  a  Pavillion  of  Lattice  work  from  whence  Both  ye  canal  and  Great  Pond  in  ye  Park 
are  seen  on  each  side  in  full  view. 
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The  Happiness  I  enjoy  in  ye  Best  of  Wives,  ye  Best  of  Nephews  and  Neices,  ye  Best  of  Relations 
of  all  kinds,  ye  Best  of  Servants,  and  ye  Best  of  Freinds  and  Acquaintance,  is  so  great  that  nothing 
but  ye  consciousness  of  my  great  unworthiness  of  them,  can  be  any  alloy  to,  or  till  my  mind  with 
any  Anxious  Thoughts. 

Dear  Sir  John,  I  am  charm'd  with  yr  Noble  Sentiments  and  Just  Refflections  with  Regard  to 
the  Great  and  Brave  Defender  of  his  Country,  Mr.  Matthewes.  Itt  brings  to  my  Mind  the  story 
of  Themistocles  and  Aristides,  two  Great  Men  who  had  Both  serv'd  their  country  with  the  Greatest 
Honour  and  Reputation  ;  were  Enemyes  to  each  other,  and  by  their  Enmity  were  both  Driven  in 
Exile  by  Ostracism  and  though  not  Banish’d  att  the  same  Time,  yett  were  both  Exiles  together. 
Ye  ten  Admirals  too,  who  after  Defeating  ye  Spartan  Great  Admiral,  Lysander,  I  think  itt  was, 
Conon  I  think  was  one  of  them,  were  inhumanely  Putt  to  Death  because  they  could  not  command 
ye  Winds,  and  ye  Seas.  Athens  was  thus  brought  to  the  Brink  of  Ruin  by  her  Demagoges,  as  Rome 
afterwards  was  near  being  by  her  Factious  Tribunes,  and  this  showes  that  there  is  no  office  so 
Thankless,  almost  Dangerous  as  serving  an  ungrateful  Commonwealth.  Indeed,  such  is  ye  Temper 
of  ye  Times,  that  to  have  any  Degree  of  Meritt,  or  any  Character  to  Loose,  is  sufficient  to  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  ye  uttermost  efforts  of  Envy,  Malice,  Defamation,  and  Cruelty. 

I  am, 

dear  Sr  John,  yr  most  affect. 

Uncle  and  most  obliged  servant  and  freind, 

Tyuconnel. 

My  wife  joins  in  service  to  y°,  yr  Lady  and  all  freinds  in  Town. 


It  is  uncertain  at  which  cf  the  many  courts-martial  held  after  the  inglorious  battle  of  Toulon 
William  Cust  was  called  upon  to  give  evidence.  He  seems  to  have  remained  on  good  terms 
with  Admiral  Mathews,  so  that  it  may  be  presumed  that  he  took  the  Admiral's  side.  The 
question  of  the  subsidies  to  Hanoverian  troops  had  been  justified  by  the  victory  at  Dettingen, 
but  this  victory  had  proved  abortive  and  led  to  France  declaring  war  on  England,  as  an  ally 
of  Maria  Theresa.  The  situation  in  Europe  was  exceedingly  complicated,  and  the  British 
Government  under  the  Pelhams  and  George  II.  was  unable  to  cope  with  the  difficulties  by 
land  and  sea.  The  failure  to  actually  destroy  the  Franco-Spanish  fleet  led  to  protracted  naval 
warfare,  and  England  was  threatened  for  long  by  a  French  invasion  from  Dunkirk.  During 
this  period  William  Cust  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  sloop,  the  ‘  Otter,  in  the  Channel, 
where  he  was  successful  in  capturing  several  prizes.  On  one  occasion  his  conduct  was 
questioned  as  to  the  flogging  of  a  sergeant  of  marines.  His  uncle,  Savile  Cust,  watched  over 
his  interests  at  home,  and  his  brother  Peregrine  acted  as  his  agent  for  prize  money  in  London. 
The  family  at  Belton  and  Grantham  followed  with  affectionate  interest  and  pride  the  successes 
of  their  young  hero  and  were  elated  when,  in  consequence  of  a  brilliant  feat  of  capture  under 
the  very  guns  of  Cherbourg,  William  Cust  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  man-of-war, 
the  ‘  Boston,’  on  the  American  station.  He  left  England  in  October,  1747,  and  in  his  last 
letter  to  his  mother,  which  has  already  been  printed,*  he  alludes  feelingly  to  the  loss  of 
Sir  John’s  second  boy.  As  already  narrated,  Billy,  who  was  a  general  favourite,  sailed  for 
the  West  Indies  under  Commodore  Sir  Charles  Knowdes.  Before  he  reached  his.  own  ship, 
the  ‘  Boston,’  he  took  part  as  a  volunteer  in  the  successful  action  at  Port  Louis  in  Hispaniola, 
in  March,  1747-8.  William  Cust  was  one  of  the  few  officers  killed  in  this  engagement. t 

Meanwhile  events  had  moved  fast,  and  none  too  well  for  the  welfare  of  England.  The 
success  of  Dettingen  was  more  than  balanced  by  the  defeat  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  at 
Fontenoy  on  May  11,  1745,  on  the  top  of  which  disaster  came  the  news  of  the  landing  of 
Prince  Charles  Edward,  the  so-called  Pretender,  in  Scotland,  his  success  at  Preston  Pans  and 
his  victorious  entry  into  Carlisle,  Preston,  Manchester  and  Derby.  Allusion  to  the  alarm 

*  V.,1.  II.,  p.  26S. 

t  An  account  of  this  action  and  a  mention  of  Captain  Cost’s  death  will  be  found  in  Sir  M  alter  Besant’s  story 
*  The  World  went  very  well  then.’  A  painting  of  the  action  at  Port  Louis  by  It.  Paton,  a  paiuter  who  accompanied 
JSir  Charles  Knowles  on  this  voyage,  is  in  the  royal  collection  at  Buckingham  Palace. 
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caused  by  the  advance  of  the  “  rebels  ”  has  already  been  made  in  the  family  correspondence 
It  now  takes  a  prominent  part,  for  the  County  of  Lincoln  was  in  a  state  of  desperate  alarm. 
The  Duke  of  Ancaster  raised  a  regiment  of  militia  in  a  great  hurry,  and  even  young  Richard 
Cust,  at  Eton,  was  offered  a  commission.  X6J2G574: 


Visct.  Tyrconnee  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Nephew, 


Belton.  Nov.  ye  2nd,  1745. 


I  had  yesterday  a  Letter  from  ye  Duke  of  Ancaster,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  yo  enclos’d,  in 
which  he  is  so  kind  to  offer  a  Commission  to  any  of  my  relations.  Ye  Officers  are  to  be  pay’d  bv 
ye  King.  Not  knowing  ye  Inclinations  of  any  of  my  Nephews  upon  this  occasion,  I  begg’d  ve 
Favour  of  His  Grace  to  give  me  time  till  ve  Return  of  this  Post  to  consult  them  about  itt  before  I 
give  an  Answer.  I  therefore  Desire  yo  to  acquaint  all  yr  Brothers  with  itt,  whether  itt  be  agreeable 
to  any  of  them.  If  yo  Approve  of  it  for  my  Nephew  Dicky  and  he  likes  it,  his  name  will  be  incerted 
in  ye  Commission.  If  otherwise,  y°  will  let  me  know  by  ye  Return  of  ye  Post.  Y°  allwayes  act 
with  ye  same  Integrity  in  Parliament  as  out  of  itt,  which  confirms  in  me  ye  Esteem  I  ever  had  for 
y°,  and  will  allwayes  engage  me  to  be,  dear 

Nephew,  yr  most  Affect.  Uncle 

&  obedient  servant, 

•  Tyrconnel. 

My  wife  joins  in  service  to  Lady  Cust  and  all  our  Relations  in  Town. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Ser  John  Cust. 

Deaji  Sir  John, 

Since  this  letter  was  wrote,  ye  Duke  of  Ancaster  has  sent  another  message  to  acquaint  my 
Bror  that  he  is  obliged  to  send  a  list  of  Officers  to  ye  Secretary  of  War  on  Teusday  next,  for  which 
reason  as  wee  could  not  have  an  answer  to  this  by  yt  time,  I  have  aquainted  His  Grace  that  I  chose 
to  decline  it,  imagining  that  you  would  have  still  ye  same  objections  as  when  you  were  with  me 
last.  As  Mr.  Gibert  has  wrote  by  this  post  to  my  Bro.  Cust,  I  must  desire  you  to  acquaint  my 
Brother  with  ye  above  resolution  as  soon  as  you  can.  Please  take  notice  yt  ye  Duke  did  intend  to 
send  an  express  tomorrow  and  I  believe  will  doe  so  now,  butt  sent  us  word  he  would  putt  it  off  till 
Teusday,  which  was  ye  Longest  he  possebly  could,  but  I  thought  it  not  worth  while  to  send  an 
express  and  keep  him  so  long  in  suspence  upon  so  great  an  uncertainty. 

At  all  time,  my  Dr, 

Your  most  affectionate  Mother, 

A.  Cust. 

Subscriptions  of  over  £4,500  were  raised  ;  Lord  Tyrconnel  subscribed  £300,  Sir  John 
Cust  £100,  Savile  Cust  £53,  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  £40.  Lady  Cust  was  too  frightened  to 
remain  at  Grantham  and  took  refuge  at  Sleaford  in  December,  1745.  Sir  John  Cust, 
who  seems  to  have  been  a  good  deal  alarmed  himself,  does  not  appear  to  have  left 
London  during  this  crisis,  but  his  letters  seem  to  have  been  a  comfort  to  the  terrified 
family  in  Lincolnshire.  The  news  of  the  Pretender  s  retreat  and  his  pursuit  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  relieved  their  anxiety  and  enabled  Lady  Cust  to  return  to  Grantham.  In 
her  letters  to  Sir  John  his  mother  describes  how  “  a  tiled  wagon  went  from  Grantham 
full  of  Gentlewomen  on  Thursday  evening — Lincoln  was  full  as  much  alarmed,”  and  on 
December  14,  1745,  she  writes  from  Grantham,  “  Thank  God  we  got  safe  home  last  Thursday 
evening  &  it  was  great  joy  to  me  to  find  all  my  house  &  things  is  safe — all  yr  kind  letters  are 
a  great  comfort  to  me ....  my  bro  :  Tyrconnel  bore  it  much  better  than  I  expected ....  we 
hear  ye  Country  people  carry  Bread  &  cheese  to  ye  Duke’s  army  as  they  go  along,  for  they 
travell  night  &  day.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  seem  to  have  made  a  hurried  journey  from  Hough  to  London,  for 
Elizabeth  Cust  writes  to  Sir  John  on  December  25,  1745,  saying,  “  I  imagine  by  a  letter  I 
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had  from  sister  Jenny  that  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Vernon  are  in  town,  which  would  be  an  agreeable  surprise 
to  you,  though  ye  occasion  is  not  so.  I  hope  they  have  recover'd  ye  frights  &  fatigues  of 
their  journey.” 

With  these  excursions  and  alarums  the  year  1745  came  to  an  end.  It  was  full  of  events 
for  Sir  John  Cust  and  his  family,  for  within  a  short  time  of  each  other,  Billy  was  given  command 
of  a  sloop,  Peregrine,  after  some  difficulty,  was  received  into  articles  of  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Aufrere,  Richard  was  admitted  from  Eton  into  a  postmastership  at 
Merton  College,  Oxford.  Another  important  event  was  the  death  of  Captain  Samuel  Cockayne, 
who  appointed  Sir  John  Cust  executor  of  his  will,  by  which  he  settled  the  Cockayne  Hatley 
estate  on  Savile  Cust,  with  remainder  to  Sir  John  Cust’s  brothers  and  sisters  in  strict  succession. 
Savile  succeeded  and  in  December,  1745,  assumed  the  additional  surname  of  Cockayne  Cust. 
The  family  seemed  to  think  that  Uncle  Cust  would  probably  marry,  but  he  remained  a  bachelor 
to  the  end.  Another  episode,  already  dealt  with  in  the  account  of  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  was  the 
•death  without  children  in  December,  1745,  of  their  cousin,  Anna  Margaretta,  widow  of 
Sir  William  Leman,  Bart.  This  lady,  Miss  Brett  by  birth,  was  the  daughter  of  the  Countess 
-of  Macclesfield  (sister  to  Dorothy,  Lady  Brownlow)  by  her  second  husband,  Colonel  Henry 
Brett.  Miss  Brett  before  her  marriage  had  enjoyed  some  notoriety  as  the  accredited  mistress 
■of  King  George  I.,  and  even  some  popularity,  through  being  English  and  not  German  born. 
Lady  Leman  by  her  will,  dated  December  4,  1744,  left  her  jewels  to  Sir  John  Cust’s  sisters. 
Mrs.  Brett,  her  mother,  was  still  alive  and  put  in  a  claim  to  the  jewels,  which  disturbed 
Lady  Cust  very  much.  She  writes  to  Sir  John  on  December  28,  1745-6,  to  say  “  I  am  afrayd 
by  Billy's  letter  to  my  Bro  :  Tyr  :  that  my  Aunt  Brett  is  dissatisfied  with  La  :  Lemans  will, 
but  for  my  own  part  she  lived  so  strangely  I  never  expected  she  would  dye  like  a  reasonable 
woman.”  Lady  Cust  was  much  afraid  of  being  involved  in  a  lawsuit,  but  it  may  be  surmised 
that  Sir  John’s  tact  and  persuasive  powers  were  able  to  settle  the  dispute,  for  Mrs.  Brett,  when 
she  died  in  1754,  left  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  executrix  and  chief  beneficiary  under  her  will.  Similar 
methods  seem  to  have  been  employed  by  Sir  John  to  patch  up  an  unpleasant  personal  quarrel 
between  his  mother  and  his  uncle  Savile,  for  by  December,  1745,  they  were  friends  again  and 
Savile  sent  from  Cockayne  Hatley  to  Lady  Cust  an  acceptable  gift  of  a  very  handsome  apron 
-and  cap.  At  Belton  also  everything  was- so  smoothed  over  and  Lady  Cust  writes  to  Sir  John 
on  March  12,  1745-6,  saying  :  “  My  Bro  :  &  Sis:  Tyrconnel  are  extremely  kind  &  friendly  to  us, 
Miss  Cust  &  Miss  Jenny  are  to  goe  &  stay  there  next  week  &  they  say  she  shall  ride  out,  walk 
out  &  play  at  Shicklecock  just  as  she  pleases. .  .  .as  for  Miss  Lucy  she  has  done  nothing  but 
laugh  ever  since  she  came,  I  think  her  improved  &  that  she  will  make  a  genteel  woman. . . . 
I  trust  to  God  that  I  shall  be  as  happy  in  my  Daughters  as  my  Sons.  I  think  I  doe  them 
justice  in  saying  they  have  all  good  sense  &  good  dispositions.”  Miss  Cust,  “  Betty,”  had 
been  very  unwell  and  had  just  returned  from  Bath,  while  Miss  Lucy  had  just  returned  from 
a  visit  to  Sir  John  and  Lady  Cust  in  London. 
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At  the  general  election  of  June,  1747,  the  Marquess  of  Granby  and  Sir  John  Oust  were  returned 
as  members  for  Grantham  without  a  contest,  so  that  certain  very  elaborate  arrangements 
for  treating  the  voters  did  not  require  to  be  carried  out.  Sir  John  Oust  remained  in  possession 
of  his  seat  unchallenged  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Parliament  and  the  country  in  general 
had  now  come  through  a  long  period  of  great  anxiety,  and  under  the  careful  government  of 
Henry  Pelham  enjoyed  a  period  of  peace  and  quiet.  The  Jacobite  rebellion  had  been  finally 
crushed  at  Culloden,  and  the  European  war  came  to  an  end  in  October,  1748,  at  all  events  for 
a  time,  through  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-C'hapelle,  no  party  being  the  gainer  except  the  King  of 
Prussia,  who  managed  to  retain  Silesia  for  himself.  Pelham  himself  devoted  his  attention 
to  financial  administration,  while  William  Pitt  as  Paymaster  General  of  the  forces  began  the 
wrork  of  re-organisation,  which  was  to  be  of  such  service  to  his  country  in  the  great  wars  which 
were  yet  to  come.  Domestic  affairs  occupied  the  attention  of  the  country.  Sir  John  Cust, 
in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a  useful  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  now  found  himself  called 
upon  to  fulfil  duties  of  some  distinction  and  importance,  duties  moreover  wfliich  called  for 
the  utmost  use  of  tact  and  discretion. 

His  uncles,  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  Savile  Cust,  both  of  w'hom  had  some  influence  in  Court 
circles,  had  always  been  anxious  to  obtain  an  appointment  at  Court  for  their  nephew,  Sir  John 
Cust.  His  high  qualities  and  unblemished  character  seemed  to  mark  him  out  for  such  a  post. 
On  February  16th,  1746-7,  Sir  John  Cust  was  appointed  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Household 
to  H.R.H.  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  in  the  room  of  Charles  Hamilton,  Esq.,  at  a  salary  of 
£500  a  year  commencing  from  Christmas,  1746.*  It  is  singular  that  no  letters  exist  alluding 
to  this  important  event,  but  possibly  at  the  time  of  appointment  all  the  parties  concerned 
were  in  London  together.  Whether  it  was  owing  to  this  increase  in  their  fortunes  or  from 
a  desire  to  be  independent  and  yet  w  ithin  easy  reafch  .of  his  mother  at  Grantham  and  Lord 
Tyrconnel  at  Belton,  Sir  John  Cust  in  1747  took  a  lease  of  a  house  at  Hanby,  which  formed 
his  country  residence  for  many  years. 

A  post  in  the  household  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  no  sinecure.  The  Prince  lived  in 
almost  active  hostility  to  his  father,  King  George  II.,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  supporters 
in  1749  formed  an  influential  party  in  the  House  of  Commons.  To  this  party  Sir  John  Cust 
naturally  belonged  or  he  would  hardly  have  retained  the  confidence  of  his  royal  master,  but 


*  WARRANT  of  APPOINTMENT  of  SIR  JOHN  CUST,  BART.,  to  be  one  of  the  Clerks  of  OUR 
HOUSEHOLD  (in  the  room  of  Charles  Hamilton,  Esqr.)  at  a  salary  of  £500  per  annum  from  Christmas  last. 


Leicester  House,  16  February,  1746  (20  George  II.). 

By  H  R.H.  Command. 
J.  Dbax. 

To  our  Right  Trusty  and  Right 
Well-beloved  Cousin  Thomas, 

Earl  of  Scarbrough  our 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General. 


(Signed)  FREDERICK  P. 


Entered  in  office  of  H.R.H.’s 
Auditor  General,  18th  Feb.  1746. 

Tho*  Clerk. 


Entered  in  H.R.H.’s  Treasurer’s  office  19  Feb.  1746. 


Edwd.  Godfbey. 
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there  is  no  trace  of  his  being  involved  in  any  of  the  court  intrigues  and  quarrels,  or  of  anv 
intimacy  with  politicians  of  dubious  reputation  such  as  Bubb  Dodington,  Thomas  Potter  and 
Sir  Francis  Dash  wood,  with  whom  Sir  John  does  not  appear  to  have  been  on  more  than  friendlv 
terms.  William  Pitt,  who  at  this  time  was  an  adherent  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  any  personal  relations  with  Sir  John  Gust.  His  most  intimate  friends  and  most 
frequent  correspondents,  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  Henry  Bathurst,  Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  Bart.,  of 
Wenvoe,  were  all  identified  with  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  party  in  opposition  to  Henry  Pelham 

and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  Sir  John  Oust  began  to  take  a  very  prominent  part  in  the 
politics  of  this  date. 

John  Perceval,  second  Earl  of  Egmont,  was  one  of  the  leading  figures  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  especially  during  the  lifetime  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  whose  household  he  was 
Lord  of  the  Bedchamber.  As  an  orator,  a  debater,  a  pamphleteer,  he  was  one  of  the 
dominating  influences  in  politics.  His  numerous  letters  to  Sir  John  Cust  show  how  close 
was  the  friendship  between  the  two  men.  This  friendship  was  probably  due  to  the 
fact  that  his  father,  John  Perceval,  first  Earl  of  Egmont,  was  associated  with  Lord 

Tyrconnel  as  Trustees  of  the  new  colony  of  Georgia,  founded  by  Brigadier-General  James 
Oglethorpe. 

Henry  Bathurst  was  Solicitor  General  and  later  Attorney  General  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
but  a  supporter  of  the  Pelham  Ministry,  in  reward  for  which  he  was  made  Lord  Chancellor 
in  1771.  Sir  Edmond  Thomas  was  a  frequent  correspondent,  but  his  letters  contain  little  that 
is  interesting.  Lord  Baltimore,  one  of  the  best  of  the  Prince’s  friends  and  advisers,  was 
evidently  a  close  friend  of  Sir  John  Cust,  but  not  a  frequent  correspondent. 

It  is  perhaps  characteristic  of  the  English  Parliament,  and  of  the  system  of  party  government, 
that  even  in  time  of  war  and  conditions  of  stress  and  anxiety  greater  interest  is  excited  in 
Parliament  itself  by  questions  of  mere  domestic  interest  rather  than  by  those  of  national 
importance.  Personal  matters  then,  as  now,  excited  more  attention  and  controversy  than 
measures  involving  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  Thus  in  1745,  when  England  was  actually 
threatened  with  invasion,  the  dispute  between  Admiral  Mathews  and  Admiral  Lestock  excited 
more  controversy  than  the  whole  naval  campaign  against  France  and  its  varying  fortunes. 
Parliament  took  only  a  half-hearted  interest  in  the  campaigns  in  the  Netherlands  and  on  the 
Rhine,  and  was  more  divided  over  the  question  of  the  employment  and  payment  of  Hanoverian 
troops  than  over  the  general  and  almost  incomprehensible  policy  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  general  situation  in  Europe.  The  defeats  of  Fontenoy  (1745),  Rocroux  (1746), 
Lauffeld  (1747),  opened  flood-gates  for  recrimination,  but  until  the  real  power  came  into  the 
hands  of  William  Pitt  the  nation  had  little  opportunity  of  realising  the  gigantic  importance 
of  the  struggle  on  which  the  British  Empire  was  embarked  in  its  early  youth.  The  Reports 
of  Parliament,  letters  and  gossip  of  the  period,  and  the  correspondence  of  Sir  John  Cust  in 
particular,  show  that  politicians  and  Parliament  in  general  w^ere  moved  to  unusual  interest 
and  excitement  and  even  to  risk  of  ministerial  crisis  by  such  debatable  matters  of  a  domestic 
nature  as  the  Wareham  Election  petition  in  1748,  by  which  Mr.  Drax,  a  prominent  supporter 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  unseated  ;  the  Mutiny  Bills  of  1749  and  1750  ;  the  Bill  affecting 
a  Turnpike  between  Bedford  and  Northampton,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  Pelham 
administration  sustained  a  defeat  in  1750  ;  the  Middlesex  and  Westminster  elections  and  the 
parliamentary  scandals  resulting  from  them  in  1750-1  ;  the.  bill  for  transferring  the  Assizes 
from  Buckingham  to  Aylesbury,  promoted  by  the  Grenville  family  for  their  ovtl  benefit,  which 
was  the  subject  of  three  days’  hot  debate  in  a  crowded  House  in  March  1748;  the  charges  brought 
by  Sir  Henry  Erskine,  supported  by  Pitt,  against  General  Anstruther,  supported  by  Henry  Fox, 
in  1751  ;  and  the  committal  of  the  Hon.  Alexander  Murray  to  Newgate  in  1751  for  disobeying 
an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  wdiich  occasion  even  Speaker  Onslow  found  his 
equanimity  disturbed. 
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The  Pelham  administration  was  of  the  nature  of  a  Coalition  government,  and  parties  were 
not  only  numerous  but  extremely  confused,  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  or  Leicester  House  party, 
though  in  a  hopeless  minority,  forming  the  only  real  party  in  opposition  to  the  Government. 
Mr.  Pelham,  with  a  secure  and  subservient  majority,  was  therefore  able  to  conduct  the 
government  of  the  country  with  caution  and  discretion,  if  without  distinction  or  glory.  In 
the  light  of  history  the  administration  of  Henry  Pelham  is  shown  to  have  been  one  of  great 
advantage  to  his  country,  since  it  laid  the  foundations  for  the  great  forward  policy  of  a  few 
years  later.  At  the  same  time  the  attacks  of  the  Opposition  were  usually  justifiable,  and 
had  the  Opposition  been  led  by  a  statesman  of  front  rank,  the  stability  of  the  Pelham 
administration  would  have  been  shaken  more  than  once.  As  it  happened  it  was  strengthened 
by  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  1751,  and  survived  intact  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Pelham  himself  in  1754.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  and  colleague,  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  under  whom  parties  were  re-shuffled  and  politics  took  again  a  new 
aspect. 

It  is  evident  from  the  Parliamentary  Reports  and  Sir  John  Cust’s  own  letters,  that  the 
young  Lincolnshire  baronet  took  his  duties  in  Parliament  very  seriously  and  made  himself 
both  noticeable  and  useful  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Earl  of  Egmont,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  politicians  of  his  day,  and  Henry  Bathurst,  who  was  to  become  Lord 
Chancellor,  also  Dr.  Lee,  who  narrowly  missed  being  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  testify 
to  the  high  opinion  they  had  of  Sir  John  Cust's  judgment  and  of  his  probity  and  trustworthiness. 
In  his  royal  master’s  household  Sir  John  seems  to  have  held  himself  aloof  from  the  petty 
intrigues  in  the  rather  disreputable  atmosphere  of  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  circle  at  Leicester 
House,  although  his  post  as  Clerk  of  the  Household  was  of  a  peculiarly  intimate  nature.  There 
are  but  few  records  of  Sir  John’s  intercourse  with  his  royal  master  and  mistress,  but  these 
indicate  a  position  of  confidence  and  authority,  rather  than  one  of  personal  intimacy. 
Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  wife  Augusta  have  had  scant  justice  done  to  them  by 
historians  and  scandal-mongers.  If  there  was  little  that  was  creditable  in  Frederick  s  early 
life,  the  treatment  which  he  received  from  his  father,  King  George  II.,  and  the  open  hostility 
of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  must  have  been  very  galling  to  a  young  man  in  his  position.  Lnder 
the  influence  of  Lord  Carteret,  Viscount  Cobham,  and  others,  the  Prince  of  Wales  became  a 
more  serious  personage  in  the  politics  of  his  time,  and  the  Earl  of  Bute,  with  all  his  limitations, 
had  a  steadying  effect  upon  the  household  at  Kew.  Had  Frederick  lived  to  ascend  the  throne 
he  might  have  shown  himself  as  good  a  king  as  his  father,  and  perhaps  as  his  son.  The 
premature  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  1751  deprived  Sir  John  Cust  not  only  of  a  kind 
master,  who  took  a  real  interest  in  the  family  at  Belton,  but  also  of  those  prospects  of  service 
under  a  sovereign  which  in  the  eighteenth  century  wrere  the  natural  goal  of  a  young 
politician’s  ambition.  The  following  letter  from  Lord  Tyrconnel  alludes  to  the  posthumous 
birth  of  a  Princess,  named  Caroline  Matilda,  destined  to  be  the  ill-fated  Queen  of 
Denmark  : — 


Visct.  Tyrconnel  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

( 

Belton.  July  ye  16th,  1751. 

Dear  Nephew, 

You  made  us  all  very  happy  here  with  the  good  news  of  Her  Royal  Highness’  safe  delivery 
of  a  Princess,  and  that  they  are  both  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  as  Her  R.  H.  s  great  Virtues  and 
Meritt  deserves,  so  she  enjoys  in  the  Highest  Degree  ve  Love  and  Esteem  of  ye  whole  Kingdom 
and  of  all  Mankind.  Upon  this  Account  we  less  regrett  vr  Absence,  knowing  that  Gratitude  as 
well  as  Duty  will  oblige  you  to  stay  in  Town  till  Her  R.  H.  is  perfectly  well.  My  Sister,  my  wife, 
and  I,  had  the  Pleasure  of  Dining  yesterday  att  Hough  with  good  Lady  Cust  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Vernon,  who  are  all  very  well,  as  are  also  all  ye  Little  ones.  Little  Miss  Betsey  is  much  improv'  d 
and  begins  to  talk.  I  have  now  gone  through  ye  Memoirs  of  that  Arch.Traytor  Ludlow  who  has  writt 
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himself  out  in  Bloody  Characters.  I  look  upon  his  Book  as  an  Apology  for  O.  Cromwell  for  it  was 
himself,  if  you  will  beleive  him,  that  drove  Oliver  to  kill  ye  King.  He  is  ye  King  of  ye  King  Killers, 
and  I  beleive  ye  man  in  ye  Mask  who  cutt  his  Head  off. 

I  am  hopeing  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  we  have  ye  pleasure  of  seeing  y°  here. 

Dear  Nephew, 

Your  most  Affect:  Uncle, 

&  most  obedient  humble 

servant, 

Tyrconnel. 

My  wife  joyns  in  services  to  yrself,  Miss  Jenny,  Mrs.  Woodcock,  and  all  Freinds  in  Town. 

The  death  of  the  Prince  moreover  brought  about  many  changes  in  the  household  at  Kew, 
for  the  governorship  of  the  heir-apparent,  Prince  George,  had  to  be  put  on  a  different  footing, 
and  the  household  of  his  mother,  the  Princess  of  Wales,  re-arranged  to  suit  the  new  circum¬ 
stances.  In  the  Princess’s  new  household,  room  could  not  at  first  be  found  for  Sir  John 
Oust  in  his  former  post  as  Clerk  of  the  Household,  but  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Douglas  soon 
afforded  a  vacancy,  to  which  the  Princess  at  once  appointed  Sir  John  Oust  by  warrant,  dated 
June  5,  1751.* 

The  satisfaction  shown  by  the  Princess's  chief  advisers,  Dr.  George  Lee  and  Mr.  James 
Cressett,  is  evidence  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  Sir  John  was  held  by  her  Royal  Highness 
and  her  family.  In  politics  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  meant  the  disappearance  for 
the  time  being  of  an  organised  and  active  Opposition.  It  paved  the  way  for  the  growing 
predominance  of  William  Pitt  and  his  coalition  with  his  most  prominent  rival,  Henry  Fox, 
to  whom  Lord  Egmont  and  his  party,  including  Sir  John  Cust,  were  most  strongly  opposed. 
Lord  Egmont  himself  continued  to  take  an  active -part  in  affairs  of  State,  and  the  letters  from 
him  and  their  mutual  friend,  Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  to  Sir  John  Cust  indicate  that  Sir  John 
maintained  his  high  position  of  general  estimation  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Under  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  the  political  world  displayed  few  features  of  commanding 
interest.  He  had  the  great  gift  of  being  able  to  stifle  the  opposition  of  his  enemies  and  restrain 
the  zeal  of  his  supporters.  The  nominal  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  Sir  Thomas 
Robinson,  but  he  exercised  no  real  influence,  and  the  leadership  was  divided  between  William 
Pitt,  Henry  Fox  and  William  Murray,  shared  occasionally  with  Lord  Egmont,  while  no  one 
of  these  politicians  really  represented  any  party  but  himself.  Hence  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
who  also  represented  himself  only,  but  had  the  ear  of  the  King,  had  no  great  difficulty  in 
keeping  the  reins  of  government  in  his  hands. 

The  years  between  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham  in  1754  and  the  rise  to  power  of  Mr.  Pitt  are 
among  the  least  interesting  in  British  Parliamentary  history.  Debates  in  Parliament  were 
vigorous,  but  the  subjects  thereof  for  the  most  part  of  minor  interest,  while,  as  usual,  in  the 
absence  of  events  of  national  importance  personalities  played  a  large  part  in  the  debates  and 
elicited  the  greatest  eloquence.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore  to  find  that  Sir  John  Cust’s 
letters  contain  little  of  interest  with  reference  to  political  or  Court  affairs.  He  seems  to  have 
been  no  time-server,  and  to  have  preserved  an  independent  attitude  towards  the  ministers 
who  controlled  affairs.  After  the  condemnation  of  Admiral  Byng,  against  whom  popular 

*  WARRANT  of  APPOINTMENT  of  Sir  John  Cust,  Baronet,  to  be  one  of  the  Clerks  of  our  Household  hi 
the  Room  of  James  Douglas,  Esquire,  Deceased:  at  £500  per  annum  from  the  Third  Instant. 

LEICESTER  HOUSE,  5  JUNE  1751  (24  GEORGE  II.). 

(Signed)  Augusta  P. 

By  H.R.H.’s  COMMAND. 


To  our  Trusty  and  Wellbeloved 
George  Lee,  Esq.  LL.D.  OUR 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General. 


James  Cuessett. 


to- 

’ 
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feeling  had  been  deeply  incensed,  the  question  as  to  his  liability  to  capital  punishment  was 
raised  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Lord  Egmont  and  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  party,  introduced 
by  an  eloquent  appeal  from  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  and  supported  by  Sir  John  Cust.  in  spite 
of  the  well-known  hostility  of  the  King,  who  refused  to  consider  a  reprieve  for  the  unfortunate 
Admiral.  In  the  household  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  Sir  John  Cust  seems  never 
to  have  been  under  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  certainly  had  no  intimate  personal 
relations  with  the  less  reputable  associates  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  From  this  shady  side  of 
Court  and  fashionable  society  he  kept  entirely  aloof,  and  was  at  all  times  a  model  of  domestic 
probicv  and  honourable  loyalty  without  obsequiousness  or  undue  self-esteem.  Those  of  his 
colleagues  with  whom  he  seems  to  have  been  on  close  and  friendly  terms  were,  besides  the 
Earl  of  Egmont,  Henry  Bathurst  and  Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  Daniel  Boone,  his  colleague  in  the 
Royal  Household,  Paul  Jodrell,  M.P.  for  Old  Sarum,  who  died  in  17.51,  and  John  and  Edward 
Willes,  sons  of  Chief  Justice  Willes.  Other  letters  from  prominent  friends  like  Lord  Chancellor 
Hardwicke,  Lord  Chancellor  Northington  and  others  refer  for  the  most  part  to  repeated 
applications  for  livings  by  Sir  John  Cust  on  behalf  of  his  old  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Bacon  of 
Grantham,  Mr.  Easton  the  Vicar  of  Grantham,  and  of  other  divines  on  the  look-out  for 
patronage,  including  his  youngest  brother  Richard. 

Family  affairs,  however,  kept  his  pen  busy  and  those  of  his  mother  and  brothers.  Anne, 
Lady  Cust  s  letters,  of  which  many  have  already  been  published,  are  charming  examples  of 
simple  maiernal  love  and  care,  diluted  with  local  gossip  and  estate  business.  The  letters  of 
his  brothers  Francis  and  Peregrine  deal  almost  entirely  with  business,  legal  in  the  one  case, 
commercial  in  the  other.  Those  from  Richard  chiefly  concern  himself  and  matters  of  merely 
local  interest  at  the  time  at  Oxford. 

In  1754  a  great  change  in  Sir  John  Cust's  circumstances  occurred.  Lord  Tyrconnel,  his 
uncle,  although  by  no  means  an  old  man,  began  to  fail  in  health.*  As  obstinate  in  illness  as 
in  daily  life,  Lord  Tyrconnel  refused  to  have  any  special  medical  assistance.  In  February.  1754. 
he  was  still  able  to  attend  to  business  about  his  estates  with  Francis  Cust,  but  on  February  27th. 
1754,  he  died  intestate  and  his  sister  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  succeeded  to  Belton.  During  the 
last  few  months  of  Lord  Tyrconnel  s  life  there  was  great  anxiety  on  the  part  of  his  nephews 
and  nieces,  somewhat  fomented  by  their  uncle  Savile,  lest  Lady  Tyrconnel  should  induce 
her  husband,  when  enfeebled  by  illness,  to  make  a  will  in  her  own  favour  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  Cust  family.  Lord  Tyrconnel  had,  however,  made  up  his  mind  to  make  no  will  or  at  all 
events  to  keep  open  this  possibility  in  order  to  be  able  to  dictate  his  wishes  to  Sir  John  Cust 
and  his  other  nephews.  He  had  ascertained  that  under  his  marriage  settlement  with  his 
first  wife  and  own  first  cousin  (Eleanor  Brownlow)  the  Belton  and  other  properties  must  pass 
to  Lady  Cust  without  power  of  dispute  ;  also  that  the  other  property  left  by  his  first  wife's 
mother  (Alice  Sherard,  widow  of  Sir  John  Brownlow,  of  Belton)  to  him  and  his  wife  had,  after 
the  death  of  his  brother,  William  Brownlow,  and  of  Eleanor,  Lady  Tyrconnel,  become  his 
fee  simple  and  would  therefore  pass  to  his  sister  with  the  rest  of  his  landed  propertv.  This 
inheritance  was  not  allowed  to  pass  without  a  protest  from  the  representatives  of  his  first 
wife’s  three  sisters  :  the  Earl  of  Guilford,  on  behalf  of  himself,  the  Earl  of  Exeter,  and  the  Duke 
of  Ancaster,  claimed  a  share  as  right  heirs  of  Alice,  Lady  Brownlow. 

To  the  ordinary  mind  this  claim  seems  to  have  had  some  just  foundation,  but  the  legal 
acumen  of  Francis  Cust  had  discovered  that  at  the  death  of  William  Brownlow  the  entailed 
property  reverted  to  his  brother,  Lord  Tyrconnel,  so  that  the  claim  of  any  other  descendants 
of  Alice,  Lady  Brownlow,  had  lapsed.  Lord  Guilford  accepted  this  decision,  and  the  matter 
was  settled  without  ill  feeling  on  either  side.  Lady  Cust  therefore  entered  into  possession  of 
Belton,  both  the  estates  and  the  house  with  its  valuable  contents,  and  shared  Lord  Tyrconnel's 

*  See  Vol.  II. 
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personalty  with  her  widowed  sister-in-law.  She  made  over  her  house  at  Grantham  to  Sir  John, 
but  he  does  not  seem  to  have  made  much  use  of  it.  At  the  outset,  he  was  for  a  short  time 
still  in  possession  of  the  house  he  rented  at  Hanbv  and,  when  that  was  given  up,  his  mother 
wished  and  expected  him  to  reside  with  his  wife  and  family  at  Belton  House.  Sir  John  was 
now  de  facto  owner  of  the  Belton  estates,  which  he  managed  on  his  mother's  behalf  ;  but  at  one 
time  he  seems  to  have  wished  for  an  independent  establishment,  for,  although  the  best  of  friends, 
the  position  of  Ethelred,  Lady  6  ust,  with  regard  to  her  mother-in-law  could  not  have  been  very 
comfortable. 

Other  events  in  his  family  occupied  his  own  attention.  His  only  son,  Brownlowe  Cust, 
bom  in  1744,  was  extremely  delicate  in  health,  yet  for  some  unexplained  reason  he  was  sent 
away  from  home  at  the  early  age  of  five  to  a  school  at  Stilton  in  Huntingdonshire,  where  there 
were  twenty-one  boys  from  the  age  of  seven  downwards.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  why 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Cust  should  have  parted  with  their  son  at  so  tender  an  age,  especially  as 
he  seems  to  have  been  more  under  the  care  of  his  grandmother  than  his  parents.  When  in 
due  course,  after  a  short  period  under  the  care  of  a  Mr.  Bowler  near  Oxford,  Brownlowe  Cust 
proceeded  to  Eton,  his  health  became  really  a  matter  of  great  concern,  and  the  boy  was 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  a  medical  man  at  Stamford,  a  friend  of  the  family,  by  name  George 
Baker.  Dr.  Baker  plays  a  considerable  part  in  the  history  of  Sir  John  Cust  and  his  family. 
He  was  a  contemporary  of  Francis  Cust  at  Eton  and  King's  College,  Cambridge,  and  it  was 
doubtless  through  this  acquaintance  that  he  settled  in  Stamford  as  a  physician.  It  would 
appear  that  his  rise  in  his  profession  was  due  to  the  influence  of  the  Cust  and  Brownlow 
families,  for  he  removed  to  London  in  1761,  when  Sir  John  w^as  elected  Speaker.  He 
subsequently  became  F.R.S.,  nine  times  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Physician  to 
King  George  III.  and  Queen  Charlotte,  and  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1776.  Sir  George  Baker 
occupies  an  honoured  place  in  the  history  of  Medicine  through  his  important  discoveries  about 
lead  poisoning.  In  early  life  his  chief  care  for  a  time  was  the  delicate  health  of  young 
Brownlowe  Cust. 

After  Lady  Cust  had  succeeded  Lord  Tyrconnel  at  Belton,  the  position  in  the  county  of 
herself  and  her  daughters  was  greatly  improved.  In  December,  1755,  a  neighbour,  Mr.  C. 

V apparently  a  Mr.  Carderington)  made  overtures  to  the  family  at  Belton  for  a  marriage  between 
his  son  and  Miss  Lucy  Cust.  The  family  conclave  met  and  approved  the  match,  but  the 
young  lady  herself  was  not  willing  and  nothing  came  of  it.  Two  years  later  another  neighbour, 
and  a  near  relative  to  both  Lady  Custs,  Mr.  Francis  Fane  of  Fulbeck,  seeking  a  second  wife, 
offered  his  hand  and  fortune  to  Miss  Jane  Cust.  Jenny,  or  Janneton,  was  now*  thirty-one  years 
of  age,  and  though  Mr.  Fane  was  considerably  her  senior,  the  dispaiity  in  age  was  now  no 
obstacle. 

Francis  Fane  of  Fulbeck,  who  was  now  a  suitor  for  the  hand  of  Miss  Jane  Cust,  was  already 
doubly  related  to  the  family  at  Belton.  His  grandmother,  Dorothy  Long,  wife  of  Sir  Henry 
Heron  of  Cressy  Hall,  was  sister  to  Anna  Margaretta,  Lady  Mason,  so  that  Dorothy  Heron  who 
married  Francis  Fane  of  Fulbeck,  and  her  sister  Anna  who  married  Sir  Peter  Fraser,  Bart., 
were  first  cousins  to  Dorothy  Mason,  Lady  Brownlow,  Anne,  Lady  Cust's  mother  ;  thus  Francis 
Fane,  the  younger,  was  second  cousin  to  Lord  Tyrconnel  and  Lady  Cust.  He  further 
strengthened  this  relationship  by  marrying  Miss  Elizabeth  Payne,  sister  of  Thomas  Payne 
of  Hough,  and  aunt  to  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  and  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Vernon,  who  on  the  death 
of  their  father  came  under  the  guardianship  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fane.  Mrs.  Fane,  and  her  sister, 
Lady  Fraser,  had  inherited  Cressy  Hall,  where  Ethelred  Payne  and  Sir  John  Cust  were  married. 
Mrs.  Fane  had  died  in  1756,  and  Mr.  Fane  was  left  a  widower  at  sixty  in  his  own  family  home 
at  Fulbeck. 
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Francis  Fane  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hacl  the  favour  of  your  last,  and  do  beleive  that  you  and  my  Lady  is  concerned  at  my  Loss 
for  a  good  wife  is  a  valueable  thing  as  time  goes.  I  saw  Mr.  Kipis  the  other  day,  who  confirmed 
me  that  you  was  at  Bath.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  waters  agree  so  well  with  you  and  Mr.  Busts 
and  that  my  Lady  finds  benifit  of  Holt  waters.  I  suppose  we  shall  not  see  you  down  till  ( J  rant  ham 
races.  You  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  about  the  Lincoln  Road  bill,  tho  you  could  not  carry  our 
point  yet  you  was  of  very  great  service  to  the  four  towns  which  I  find  they  did  desire  to  have  them 
brought  in  to  repair  the  turnpike  road.  I  hear  that  they  are  not  determined  whether  they  shall 
go  on  with  the  road  or  not.  I  beg  my  compliment  to  my  Lady,  the  young  ladys  and  Mr  Cust 
and  I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble,  servant, 

Fulbeck.  May  15th,  1756. 


He  was  therefore  no  stranger  to  the  family  at  Belton.  In  spite  of  his  years  he  had 
■considerable  prospects  as  the  next  heir  to  the  Earldom  of  Westmorland,  should  he  survive 
his  cousin,  John  Fane,  7th  Earl  of  Westmorland,  his  senior  in  age  by  twelve  years.  It  was 
this  prospect  which  caused  the  difficulty  as  to  Jane  Cust  becoming  his  wife. 

She  was  evidently  desirous  of  accepting  him  and  Sir  John  seems  to  have  supported  the 
match,  but  her  family  as  a  whole  were  of  opinion  that  she  should  not  marry  with  the  expectation 
of  becoming  a  Countess  unless  the  Earl  of  Westmorland  should  make  a  sufficient  provision 
for  her  out  of  the  Westmorland  estates  should  she  be  left  a  widow. 

The  seventh  Earl  of  Westmorland  was  the  youngest  of  three  brothers,  who  all  succeeded 
to  the  title  but  left  no  heirs.  His  immediate  heirs  were  his  sisters,  Mary,  who  married 
Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Bart.,  and  Catherine,  who  married  William  Paul,  Esq.  The  Fane 
estates  at  Mereworth  in  Kent  were  due  to  pass  with  the  title  of  Baron  Le  Despencer  to  Mary, 
Lady  Dashwood,  and  her  son,  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  M.P.,  one  of  the  leading  politicians  of 
his  day.  After  the  death  of  the  seventh  Earl,  Sir  Francis  Dashwood  was  summoned  to  the 
House  of  Lords  as  Baron  Le  Despencer.  The  remaining  estates  of  the  Earl  of  Westmorland, 
including  the  Apethorpe  property  inherited  from  the  Mildmay  family,  were  to  pass  with  the 
title  of  Westmorland,  the  next  heir  to  which  was  Mr.  Francis  Fane  of  Fulbeck.* 

Mr.  Fane  therefore  was  quite  a  suitable  match  for  Miss  Jane  Cust  and  it  was  not  unreasonable 
ior  her  to  wish  that  adequate  settlements  should  be  made  upon  her  in  the  event  of  her  being 
left  a  widow  with  the  title  of  Countess  of  Westmorland  and  perhaps  a  family  to  support. 
Sir  Francis  Dashwood  was  personally  interested  in  the  disposal  of  the  Westmorland  estates, 
and  as  he,  like  Sir  John  Cust,  belonged  to  the  party  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  it  was 
hoped  that  Sir  Francis  would  be  able  to  influence  the  Earl  of  Westmorland  as  desired. 
Fortune  was,  however,  more  than  usually  unkind,  for  after  everything  had  been  settled  and 
the  marriage  had  taken  place,  Mr.  Francis  Fane  died  a  few  months  later,  four  years  before  his 
cousin,  the  Earl  of  Westmorland.  Thus  Jane  Cust’s  great  prospects  all  came  to  nothing,  as 
the  title  and  estates  passed  eventually  to  her  husband’s  first  cousin. 

Sir  John  s  other  two  sisters,  Miss  Elizabeth  (or  Betty)  and  Miss  Dorothy  (or  Dolly)  had 
rather  delicate  health,  and  no  question  of  matrimony  can  be  traced  in  their  case.  Miss  Dolly's 
letters  are  full  of  amusing  gossip  about  the  family  at  Belton  and  their  neighbours.  One  or 
other  of  the  sisters  was  often  hi  London,  either  staying  with  Mrs.  Woodcock  or  with  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Cust.  Miss  Dolly's  health  was  the  cause  of  visits  to  Tunbridge  Wells  and  Holt 


g  2 


*  See  Part  II.,  Pedigree  of  Fane. 
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to  drink  the  waters,  and  in  1755  she  accompanied  Sir  John  and  Lady  Gust  to  Bath  for  this 
purpose.* 

In  December,  17o6,  Miss  Dolly  writes  an  account  of  an  Assembly  at  Grantham  in  a  letter 
to  Sir  John  giving  the  names  of  the  dancers,  and  in  another  to  Francis  Gust  she  says  : _ 

“  Pere  arrived  with  an  Inflammation  in  his  Eye,  durst  not  ride,  so  came  from  Stamford  in  a 
Pos  chaise,  he  has  been  confined  to  the  House  ever  since  and  could  not  go  to  the  Assembly 

so  we  Children  came  off  but  poorly  in  regard  to  Partners . Mrs.  Newton  and  Pere  are  laving 

schemes  how  to  manage  their  journey . but  there  is  business  of  moment  to  come  first,  Friffles 

‘  V  ‘  v  h?Pfy  time  draws  near  ancl  wiU  cause  ?reat  anxiety . I’ve  a  share  of  a  ticket 

with  Perratus  &  with  his  leave  desire  you  to  register  it  in  my  name  (if  not  already  come  up  a  blank) 

.  .  .  •  •  -Pere  and  Ominus  fight  against  one  another  at  Whist,  but  the  slates  don’t  fly  so  fast  about 
as  with  you.  J 


Dancing  was  evidently  popular  with  the  Miss  Gusts,  for  in  January,  1757,  Miss  Jane,  then 

in  the  first  throes  of  her  engagement  to  Mr.  Fane,  writes  to  Francis''  Cust  and  tells  him  the 
local  gossip  : — 

Ha l!'!ndy  Wr  had . a  ?reat  deal  of  company.  Lady  Sackfield,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pennyman,  Miss 

i  Carfdf P*  and  MrS-  F°rSter’  Mr’  &  Miss  Mantons,  when  we  maid  up  a 

very  Prity  dance  of  8  couple,  danced  1  hour  before  Tea  &  2  Hours  after,  ye  company  parted  before  1 

Yesterday  Brother  Perry  and  Richard,  Sister  Dolly,  &  Lucy  went  after  dinner  to  Paunton  where 
they  had  another  dance  of  G  couples  Sir  Charles  &  Lady  Buck,  Mr.  Selby’s  family,  Ld.  Robert  Suton, 
Mr.  Manners,  Mr.  Bothby— my  sisters  did  not  come  home  till  4  o’clock  this  morning,  to-dav  we 
have  a  set  of  y  Grantham  gentlemen  to  Dinner  and  spend  ye  evening,  Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  Easton, 
r.  Fran*  Garner,  Mr.  Black  Smith,  Mr.  Heron,  Doctor  Newton  who  looks  very  well  for  Bath  •  to¬ 
morrow  is  ye  Assembly  and  being  twelfth  we  are  to  draw  King  &  Queen.” 

So  life  at  Belton  was  quite  gay,  and  the  ladies  found  plenty  of  employment  for  their  feet, 
their  tongues,  and  their  amusement  in  gambling  in  the  National  Lottery  for  Westminster  Bridge.’ 
Presumably  the  accouchement  of  Friffles,  apparently  Mrs.  Newton’s  pet  dog,  was  safely 
accomplished,  for  she  and  Peregrine  accomplished  their  journey  to  London  in  safety,  but  not 
without  some  disaster,  for  Peregrine  writes  to  his  mother  to  say  : — 

A  tolerable  journey  but  as  Miss  Cust  observ’d  it  was  a  very  sliddering  one,  the  worst  part  of 

it  was  to  Stamford . Mrs.  Newton  was  in  pretty  good  spirits  and  very  well  pleased  with  her 

e  ow  traveller  ;  and  my  character  of  being  fond  of  old  women  would  have  been  greatly  rais'd  had 
it  not  been  for  an  unlucky  accident  that  overset  all  and  has  sunk  me  into  deep  disgrace.  When 
we  arrived  at  Sir  John’s  house  and  came  to  take  our  things  out  behold  the  little  red  trunk  with 

all  Mrs.  Newton’s  head  clothes  was  missing . a  heap  of  0.  las  &  how  nows  Sir  etc.  were  vented 

upon  me  and  I  was  accus’d  as  ye  author  of  this  great  calamity . I  was  obliged  to  shrug  up  mv 

shoulders  and  submit  patiently  to  hear  myself  buffited  for  4  whole  hours.  I  wrote  a  letter  of  enquirer 
to  the  Landlords  at  Stevenage  &  Hatfield  but  if  the  trunk  is  lost,  I  may  say  with  Byncr  •  ve  Lord 
have  mercy  on  me.” 


■  ■  *  T^roa"llout  Sir  John  Cust’s  life  he  was  troubled  by  recurrent  attacks  of  the  gout,  for  which  he  made  repeated 
visits  to  Bath,  apparently  at  least  once  a  year  or  oftener.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  also  frequent  visitors  and  it 
is  a  matter  for  much  regret  that  their  letters  throw  no  light  on  their  doings  in  Bath.  It  has  not  been  possible  even 
to  discover  what  lodgings  Sir  John  Cust  had  in  Bath  for  himself,  his  wife  and  his  family.  The  local  press  only 
mentions  his  arrivals  very  casually,  e.g.,  on  January  28,  1758.  Bath  had  at  this  time  attained  its  high-water  mark  of 
ashion  under  the  rule  of  Beau  Nash,  although  Nash’s  actual  regime  was  somewhat  earlier  than  the  visits  of  Sir  John 
Iliere  should  have  been  plenty  to  gossip  about,  and  one  can  hardly  believe  that  his  sisters,  when  in  Bath  refrained 
from  any  participation  in  the  social  life  of  the  city'.  It  was  the  date  of  Anstey’s  famous  ‘  New  Bath  Guide,’  in  which 
the  social  life  at  Bath  is  caricatured  in  an  amusing  way.  Gainsborough  at  this  date  was  painting  in  Bath  but 
unfortunately  for  posterity  neither  Sir  John  nor  any  member  of  his  family  had  their  portrait  taken  bv  this  great 
painter.  It  was  just  about  this  time,  moreover,  that  Bath  was  beginning  to  be  transformed  architectural^  bv  the 
famous  John  \\  ood  and  his  son.  Sir  John  Cust  must  have  seen  the  first  layings  out  of  Wood’s  great  scheme,  a  good 
part  ot  which  was  finished  before  Sir  John’s  death,  although  perhaps  he  never  saw  the  opening  of  the  new  Assemblv’ 
ivooms.  " 
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The  loss  of  Mrs.  Newton  s  trunk  caused  great  concern  in  the  family  and  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  recovered.  One  can  sympathize  with  an  old  lady  of  seventy-five  in  the  loss  of 
al  her  head-gear.  It  was  her  last  visit  to  Belton,  for  she  died  in  September,  1757.  IvavW 
eregrine  her  executor,  and  dividing  her  property  among  her  four  nieces 

of  rZZ  V'T  n  tirely  °CCUpi0d  "ith  hiS  legal  carcer  an<1  1733  "as  made  Recorder 
WH  d  !  e  Pr0t,’aPly  “  "aS  an  unfortunate  deafness  prevented  him  from  rising  to  high 
gal  distraction  and  this  same  misfortune  may  account  for  a  certain  crustiness  in  his  Character 
and  language,  although  his  heart  was  warm  and  affectionate. 

Sir  wTmVT,inUued,t0  pr0sper  aS  a  City  merchant  8n<1  after  the  death  of  his  chief  partner, 
lam  i  nil  h,  he  became  a  man  of  considerable  importance  in  the  Citv.  He  was  dcenlv 
concerned  in  some  attacks  made  by  Mr.  William  Beckford,  M.P.,  on  the  African  trade 

Richard  had  a  successful  career  after  Eton  as  Postmaster  and  Fellow  of  Merton  College 
Oxford.  From  this  point  of  advantage  he  seems  to  have  devoted  his  main  attention  to  his 
own  adi  ancement  in  the  Church,  availing  himself  very  fully  and  successfully  of  his  brother 
Sir  John  s  growing  influence  in  public  affairs.  As  a  family  they  were  wonderfullv  united 
un  Sir  John  Oust,  who  was  looked  upon  more  as  a  father  than  a  brother,  as  well  as  the 
fountam  head  of  providence  and  material  success  in  life. 

Meanwhile  the  inconclusive  peace  after  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  only  formed  a  prelude 
to  the  more  serious  international  war  tilth  Spain  and  France,  which  broke  ou't  in  1755.  During 
this  time  England  was  in  great  danger,  from  which  the  country  was  to  be  saved  by  the  courage 

enterprise  of  VV  llliam  Pitt.  Sir  John  Cust  found  himself  as  a  Lincolnshire  magnate  involved 
in  duties  of  a  rather  unexpected  nature. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  III. 


Among  ttie  papers  preserved  at  Belton  are  some  of  the  Bills  of  Fare  drawn  up  by  Sir  John  Oust 
°f  t.he  n°useliold  to  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  during  their  Royal  Highnesses’  residence 
at  Chef  den  in  September,  17o0.  The  following  three  Bills  of  Fare  have  been  selected  to  show  the 
fare  m  the  royal  household. 


CLIFFDEN.  Wednesday:  5th  Septem’r  :  1750 


His  Roy'l  Highn’ss 
SUPPER. 

Broth 

Partridges  fierst  &  Carbon’de  al 
’Italienne 

Trotter  Pye  and  Beignes. 

1  Pullet  and  -1  Quails 

Pease  a  la  Creme  and  fleurons. 
Ragow  Tongues  Combs  Eggs  Arc 
Porche  aux  Ecrevisses 
Patties  en  Salpicon 

Princess  Elizabeth's  Dinn'r 

Loin  Veal  ro’t 

2  Chicks  boil’d  Sc  sippits 
French  Beans 

Peach  Omelet 
Currant  Pudding  baked 

Lady  Louisa 
Chicken  Broth ....  1 

Supper 

Hasty  Pudding  plain 
Chicken  Broth 


Lord  North  &c  Dinner 
Mutton  and  French  Beans 
Chicks  oyster  Sauce 
Pease  the  English  way 
1  Pheasant  po’t  2  partridges  ro’t 

Lord  Bed  Chambrs 
SUPPER • 

Veal  Cutlets  en  papillotte 

Tart  crearnd  and  Tartlets 

1  Duck.  2  pheas’s  po’ts  Sc  4  Pidgeons 

Artychoakes  in  Leaves 

Perches  anchovie  Sauce 

Chicks  fricassead 

Omelet  Peaches  Sc  fritture 

Extry. 

Mrs.  Cuzzoni 
Veal  stew’d 
1  Duck  ro’t 

Supper 

1  Partridge  ro’t 

Footman. 

Lamb  ro’t  cold 


Hi8  Roy'l  Highn’ss 
Dinner 

Potage  au  purie  Vert  :  Pheasant  S  :  ptio 
Tenches  en  Mattlotte 
Lambs  Heads  a  L’Angloise 
Turky  fierst  aux  oignons 
Salmi  of  Pheasants  (sine  ptio)  Sc  patties 
Mutton  ro’t  A:  Ache 
Extry.  Venison 
Pasty  cold 
5  plates  Quails  4. 

Peepers  2. 

Leveret  la’d 
Pheasants  2. 

Partridges  2. 

French  Beans  and  rotie  :  Jambno 
Tarte  de  Moille  A  beignes 
Gudgeons  fry’d 
ColJer’d  Pigg  and  Olive's 

Pages 

goose  &  giblet  pye 


CLIFFDEN.  Saturday  8th  September.  1750 
Supper 

Broth 

Lamb  Fillets  a  L’Bell 
Tarte  of  cloated  Cream  Sc  Blamange 
2  partridges  and  4  Quails 
Artychoak  bottoms  Sc  fleurons 
Perches  Sauce  Blanch. 

Peepers  au  persille 
Marrow.  Puddings. 

Prince  George  &c  Dinner 

Pea  Soup. 

Loin  Veal  ro’t 

1  Leveret  4  small  rabbits  ro’t  Mush’m  Sauce. 

French  Beans 

Peach  Tart  cream’d 

Currant  Pudding  baked 

Lobster 

Lady  Louisa. 

Chick.  Broth 

Supper 

Buns  plumb  Sc  plain 
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Lord,  Bedchamber’ 8 
Dinner 

Potage  au  purie  Pheasant  S  :  ptio 
Loin  Veal  braiz’d  cucumber  Sauce 
Patte  of  Pheasants.  S  :  ptio 
Capons  aux  oignons 
Lambs  heads  a  L’Angloise 
Perches  Anchovie  Sauce 
Chicks  with  Craviz  A  Mush  : 

Carpenter  Jigot  Mutton.  Sauce  Mangoes 

Carpenter  1  Pullet  2  pheasants  S  :  ptio 
2  partridgs. 

Desart 

Fruit  Pye  and  Cheescakes 

Reid  French  Beans  Sw’tbr’ds  Ia’d  :  Atlets 
Gudgeons  fry’d 
omelet  of  peaches  A  frittare 
Ragou  Pallets  &  Rotie  de  Jambone 


Supper 

Carpenter  Neck  Veal  ro’t 

Tarts  of  Sorts  s  :  ptio 
Carpenter  1  Pheasant  2  peepers  4 
Pidgeons 

Artcho  :  bottoms  A  fry’d 
Reid  Salmi  of  Partridges  S  :  ptio 

Marrow  A  black  puddings 
Large  Craviz 

Extrys  Mrs.  Cuzzoni'a  Dinner 
Beef  stew’d 
1  Duck  ro’t 
Chick  Broth 

Supper 

Chick  1  ro’t 

Gen’l  Henderside  at  2  o’clock 
1.  Mutton  Cutlets 
1.  Chick  ro’t. 


His  Roy’l  Highn’ss 
Dinner 

Potage  au  purie  Vert.  Pheas’t 
Salmon.  Anchovie  Sauce 
Chicks  fricassead.  A  patties 
Olio  rumps.  Pork  A  Sausages 
Hen  Turkey  Sa  :  Salpicon 
Chyne  Mutton.  Cucumber  Sauce. 

5  plates  Quails  4 

Partridges  2 
Leverett.  la’d  1 
Pheas’t  po’ts  2. 

Squabs  1. 

Artycho.  bottoms  A  Sw’tbr’ds  fierst  : 
Tarts  of  sorts 
Herring  Salade  A  Olives 
Macronia  parmezan  A  ramkins. 

Pages 

Loin  Veal  A  French  beans. 

Supper. 

Broth. 

Loin  cold  and  Tongue. 

Tarte  of  Peaches  and  Jelly’s 
1  Pheasant  and  4  Quails. 

French  Beans  A  Cutlets 
Fillets  of  Turkey  and  Boil’d. 

Craviz 

Patties  a  la  Creme. 

Grenel. 

Prince  George  d:c  Dinn’r 

Potage  Kn’d  Craviz  :  Partridge. 

Leg  Mutton  ro’t 
Chicks  Pease  and  Lettuce 
Partridges  Mushroom  Sauce 
Red  Cabbage  and  Sausages. 

French  Beans  and  Toasts 
Currant  Pudding 
Broth  Chick  : 

Supper 

Potatoes,  ro’t 


CLIFFDEX.  Monday  24th  Sept.  1750 

Lord  Bed  Chambrs 
Dinner 

Potage  au  purie  Vert — Partri’s  2. 

Brexton  Lambs  heads  a  la  L’Angloise 

Salmi  of  Pheas’ts  (S.ptio)  A  patties 
Carpenter  Pork  Sa  robart 

Salmon  Ancho  Sa  A  remolad 
Brexton  Capons  Sauce  Salpicon 
Carpenter  Leveret  Partridges  A  Quails 
Brexton  Tarts  of  Clouted  Cream  A  tert’lts 
Ragou  Ear’s  and  Craviz 

Bed  Cham’r  Worn.  Dinn’r 

Brexton  Pullets  Bacon  and  Greens 
Veal  Cutlets  Sliced  Lemon. 

Mutton  ro’t  A  Fr.  Beans 
Tart. 

Carpenter.  Ducks.  3  rot. 

Lord  Bed  Cham'rs  Supp'r 
Carpenter  Veal  ro’t. 

Brexton  Pullets  in  a  pot 
Carpenter  Pheas’t  partridges  A  Squabs. 
Brexton  Pease  English  way 
oysters  Scolloped 
Chicks  fricassead 
Black  A  white  Puddings 

Extry. 

Mrs.  Herbert 

Mutton  ro’t 

Red  cabbage  Stew’d 

Mrs.  Cuzzoni 
Veal  Stew’d 
Eels  fry’d 

Broth  Chick 

Supper 

Eggs. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


^~ng  thC  lfC  °f  a  P°htician  such  as  Sir  Jo*ln  Cust>  is  necessary  to  keep  acquainted 
with  the  framework  of  events  amid  which  his  political  life  was  spent.  It  has  already  been 

noted  that  during  the  Pelham  administration,  both  under  Henry  Pelham  and  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  politicians  were  divided  into  groups  rather  than  parties,  while  the  personal  element 

reigned  supreme.  This  was  to  receive  its  most  striking  illustration  in  the  career  of  William 
Pitt,  the  great  Commoner. 


In  17o4  the  House  of  Commons  was  dominated  by  the  two  great  personalities  of  William 
Pitt  and  Henry  Fox.  During  the  feeble  leadership  of  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  Pitt  and  Fox 
worked  together  with  increasing  power,  but  in  1755  when  Fox  accepted  office,  a  breach  occurred 
between  him  and  Pitt,  which  continued  to  widen.  Pitt  for  a  time  joined  forces  with  the  party 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales  at  Leicester  House,  where  the  personality  of  the  young  Prince  and 
heir-apparent  began  to  be  a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  the  Government  and  the  country.  The 
growing  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  began  in  1755  to  preponderate  at  Leicester  House.  Even 
Sir  George  Lee  found  it  impossible  to  work  with  or  under  Lord  Bute,  while  probably  Sir  John 
Cust  shared  Sir  George  Lee's  views,  ceasing  to  be  of  any  authority  in  the  home  circle  at  Leicester 
House  or  Kew  Palace.  William  Pitt  was  not  likely  to  brook  for  long  the  control  of  Lord  Bute  ; 
moreover  the  course  of  foreign  affairs  soon  directed  his  attention  elsewhere. 

The  state  of  Europe  kept  Great  Britain  in  a  chronic  state  of  unrest  owino-  to  the 
danger  threatening  the  dominions  of  the  King  as  Elector  of  Hanover.  The  expenditure  of 
British  men  and  money  was  not  popular  in  England,  and  the  alternative  scheme  of  subsidising 
Hessian  troops  to  protect  the  King's  electoral  dominions  produced  a  violent  altercation  in 
the  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  which  Pitt  took  an  active  part  against  the  King  and  earned  the 
King's  ill-will  for  ever  afterwards.  Meanwhile  the  rival  interests  of  France  and  England  in 
the  conquest  of  North  America  produced  what  amounted  to  a  state  of  war,  although  an  actual 
rupture  with  France  was  postponed  till  early  in  1756. 

Pitt  was  deeply  interested  in  the  state  of  the  British  Army  and  Navy  and  supported  the 
Government  in  all  efforts  to  make  both  branches  of  the  service  efficient.  One  of  his  special 
efforts  was  directed  to  the  re-institution,  as  an  effective  force  for  the  defence  of  the  realm, 
of  the  national  Militia,  but  he  was  thwarted  in  this  attempt  by  political  and  local  opposition 
of  the  narrowest  type.  The  series  of  disasters  sustained  by  Great  Britain  in  different  parts 
of  the  world  during  the  year  1756,  the  loss  of  Minorca  and  the  disgrace  of  Admiral  Byng.  the 
defeat  and  death  of  General  Braddock  at  Fort  Duquesne  in  North  America,  the  tragedy  of  the 
Black  Hole  at  Calcutta,  and  other  mishaps  by  land  and  sea  made  the  accession  of  William 
Pitt  to  supreme  power  in  the  Government  a  matter  of  national  demand  and  necessity.  Even 
then  it  was  found  impossible  for  Pitt  to  displace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  as  head  of  the 
administration,  and  it  was  not  till  December,  1756,  that  Pitt  was  able  to  become  Secretary 

of  State  for  the  Southern  Department  under  the  nominal  leadership  of  the  fourth  Duke  of 
Devonshire. 

As  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons  Pitt  found  himself  the  champion  of  the  nation  against 
King  George  II.,  standing  alone  among  politicians  who  were  for  the  most  part  unde°r  the 
corrupt  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  Various  measures  were,  however,  introduced  at 
once  by  Pitt,  including  the  disbanding  of  the  Hessian  troops,  the  establishment  of  a  national 
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Militia,  and  the  formation  of  Highland  regiments,  whereby  the  Jacobite  cause  was  finallv 
e  ingmshed.  A  breach  with  the  King  in  April,  1757,  caused  the  dismissal  of  Pitt  from  office 
but  popular  opinion  was  so  strong  that  the  King  was  compelled  to  invite  Pitt  to  resume  his 
post,  *hich  he  did  vith  the  addition  of  having  supreme  direction  of  the  war  as  well  as  of  foreign 
affairs.  In  spite  of  the  humiliating  terms  accepted  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  at  the 
Convent, on  of  Klosterseven  in  September,  1757,  to  which  Pitt  never  assented,  although  thev 
were  m  accordance  with  a  policy  which  he  had  supported,  the  British  Army  and  Navy  under 
Pitt  s  direction  moved  from  success  to  success  at  Minden  in  Germany,  Louisbnrg  m  North 
menca  Quiberon  ,n  France,  Quebec  in  Canada,  and  Plassey  and  Wandiwash  in  India  and 
us  laid  the  foundations  of  the  British  Empire.'  During  this  period  the  House  of  Commons 
practically  ceased  to  carry  any  weight  in  the  government  of  the  nation. 

England  however  during  this  period  of  expansion  had  to  fight  for  its  existence,  depending 
as  always  upon  sea-power,  both  for  the  defence  of  the  realm  at  home,  for  its  commerce  and 
for  carrying  on  the  war  in  foreign  parts.  England  was  now  compelled,  much  against  its’ will 

p„C"ry.  T*t3'  n0t  °“‘y  °n  thc  continent  of  Europe,  but  also  in  North  America  and  the 
East  and  West  Indies.  Safety  from  invasion  at  home  was  by  no  means  secured.  The  presence 

o  the  French  Navy  at  Brest,  Cherbourg,  and  Dunkirk  was  a  never-ending  source  of  danger 
and  anxiety.  Even  the  superiority  in  strength  of  the  British  Fleet,  as  shown  in  the  victories 
at  Cherbourg  and  Quiberon,  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  action  by  the  French,  so  lone  as  the 
enemy  avoided  direct  action.  The  failures  at  Minorca  and  Rochefort  only  decreased 
apprehension.  The  coasts  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  afforded  countless  openings  to  the  enemv 
for  filibustering  expeditions,  so  that  the  defence  of  the  coast  became  a  matter  of  paramount 
anxiety  Pitt  therefore  at  once  saw  the  necessity  of  supplementing  the  regular  forces  of  the 
Crown  by  the  auxiliary  force  of  Militia,  which  had  always  been  more  or  less  in  existence  since 
the  feudal  days.  Every  obstacle  was  thrown  in  his  way  and  his  attempts  to  reorganise  that 
force  defeated  on  several  occasions,  but  eventually  he  succeeded  in  carrving  his  point 

The  Duke  of  Ancaster,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Lincoln /received  the  Kind's 
orders  to  raise  a  regiment  with  two  battalions  of  Militia,  one  for  North,  the  other  for  Sou°th 
Lincolnshire.  For  the  northern  battalion  the  Duke  selected  the  Earl  of  Scarbrough  as  Colonel 
and  for  the  southern  Sir  John  Gust.  The  original  commission  issued  by  the  Duke  of  4ncaster 
to  Sir  John  Cust  is  preserved  at  Belton,  and  is  dated  September  20th,  1758  ;  by  this  Sir  John 
is  appointed  “  Captain  m  and  Colonel  of  the  Southern  Battalion  of  Militia  to  be  raised  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln.”  From  another  paper  preserved  at  Belton,  in  Sir  John’s  writing,  it  appears 
that  his  battalion  consisted  of  ten  companies,  each  company  having  a  Captain,  a°Lieutenant 
and  Ensign.  These  companies  were  distributed  as  follows  according  to  the  wapentakes 


Grantham. 

Captain  :  Sir  John  Cust. 

Lieutenant  :  William  Erie  Welby. 
Ensign  :  William  Leeson. 

Ness  and  Stamford. 

Captain  :  William  Welby. 

Lieutenant  :  George  De  Ligne  Gregory. 
Ensign  :  Henry  Cumbrey. 

North  of  Lincoln. 

Captain  :  Phillips  Glover. 

Lieutenant  :  Stephen  Berridge. 

Boothby  Graff. 

Captain  :  Christopher  Nevile. 

Ensign  :  Edward  Willes. 
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City  of  Lincoln. 

Captain  :  Coningsby  Sibthorp. 
Lieutenant  :  Jonathan  Field. 
Aswadburne. 

Captain  :  John  Thorold. 

Lieutenant  :  Richard  Metheringham. 
Ensign  :  John  Fowler. 

Beltisloe. 

Captain  ;  Richard  Wclby. 

Lieutenant  :  John  Key. 

Ensign  :  John  Green. 

Loveden. 

Captain  :  Thomas  Scrope. 

Lieutenant  :  Frederick  Scrope. 

KntTON  &  PART  OF  ELLOW. 

Captain  :  Everard  Buckworth. 
Lieutenant  :  Major  Thos  Thompson. 
Part  of  Ellow. 

Captain  :  Henry  Boulton. 

Lieutenant  :  Edward  Wileman. 

Ensign  :  Edward  Northom. 


On  June  29th,  1759,  a  List  of  Persons  recommended  by  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ancaster 
o  serve  as  Serjeants  in  the  Southern  Battalion  of  the  Militia  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  Mas 
-approved  by  the  Hmg  and  signed  by  Mr.  Pitt  himself. 

Sir  John  Cust  found  his  new  duties  as  Colonel  of  Militia  no  sinecure.  The  men  had  to  be 
raised,  paid  clothed,  armed,  transported  and  billeted,  and  supplied  generally  from  local 
resources  His  colleagues  moreover  were  a  source  of  much  trouble  personally.  Mr.  Phillips 
over,  of  Wisnngton,  who  became  Major  of  the  Southern  Lincolnshire  Battalion,  north  of 

T  m  ’  t0  haVe  been  a  martinet  who  made  himself  very  disagreeable  and  unpopular, 

in  May,  1750,  Glover  was  involved  in  a  fracas  with  a  Manchester  resident  which  ended  fatally  * 
for  this  crime  he  Mas  tried  for  murder,  but  acquitted. 

Mr.  Scrope  of  Cockerington  who,  with  his  brother  Frederick,  commanded  the  company  for 
e  wapentake  of  Loveden,  was  always  giving  and  creating  trouble.  Mr.  Welby  of  Denton 
was  so  zealous  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  that  his  zeal  sometimes  outran  his  discretion 
Gn  one  occasion  he  brought  about  a  collision  with  the  regular  forces,  which  drew  upon  Sir  John 
Gust  s  head  the  temporary  displeasure  of  the  King  in  person. 

Meanwhile  the  danger  of  invasion  by  the  French  of  some  part  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland  continued  to  be  very  serious.  The  main  French  Fleet  was  kept  in  check  at  Brest, 

*  T’  ^  the  Morblhan’  and  at  Dunkirk  by  the  vigilance  of  the  British  Fleet  under 
dmirals  Rodney  and  Hawke.  In  spite  of  this  vigilance,  in  October,  1759,  a  squadron  of 
ships  under  the  command  of  Francis  Thurot,  an  Irish  smuggler  in  the  French  naval  service 
escaped  from  Dunkirk  with  the  avoved  intention  of  raiding  the  coasts  from  the  North  Sea! 
reat  a  arm  Mas  caused  at  Liverpool  and  other  commercial  seaports  of  importance.* 


whose  Ib°rn  'U  17,27,'Vas  the  ?rand‘°n  of  an  Irishman,  CaPt.  Farrell,  by  a  French  lady  named  Thurot 

veSLl relatb-e1  but  earlv  in’  TT®  the  fathef.  of  Francis  Thurot.  The  boy  was  adopted  by  a  Mr.  O’Farrell, 
a  disreputable1  career  as  valet  to^rS^  mi^"  actlv®  llfe  of  smuggling  in  North  Wales  and  Ireland,  together  with 
became  cnntiin  nf  .i  l  '  .u-  i  /  *1^  '^kmen.  Having  to  escape  to  Scotland,  he  then  went  to  France  ;  there  he 

as  a  smuttier  at  Rnii°lnP’.  "  ^j,1  traded  to  and  Ho  between  Loudon  and  France.  Eventually  he  took  up  his  residence 
**  a  smuggler  at  Boulogne.  Thurot  was  a  well-bred  man  and  also  a  good  artist.  On  the  outbreak  of  war  with 
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Admiral  Hawke's  victory  at  Quiberon  in  November,  1759,  relieved  the  danger  of  immediate 
invasion  in  force,  so  that  Thurot  s  squadron  was  left  unsupported.  In  January,  1760,  Thurot 
left  his  base  on  the  coast  of  Norway  and  proceeded  to  harry  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  landing 
on  the  islet  of  Islay,  where  he  burnt  two  ships  and  the  mansion  belonging  to  the  Campbells. 
Early  in  lebruary  he  was  off  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  entered  the  bay  of  Londonderry  and 
Belfast  Lough,  and  on  February  20th  landed  at  Carrickfergus  to  exact  provisions.  The  small 
garrison  in  the  Castle  was  overpowered  and  captured,  the  French  prisoners  released,  and  the 
town  plundered  by  the  French,  but  owing  to  the  advance  of  reinforcements  the  French  rc- 
embarked  and  did  not  attack  Belfast  itself.  In  the  Irish  Channel  off  the  Isle  of  Man  they 
encountered  some  English  frigates  hastily  collected  under  Captain  John  Elliot  and  were  com¬ 
pletely  defeated  on  February  28th,  1760,  Thurot  himself  being  killed.  This  success  and  the 
great  victories  of  the  British  forces  by  sea  and  land  secured  the  country  from  invasion. 

There  had  however  been  great  alarm  at  Liverpool,  on  account  of  which  both  battalions 
of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  were  called  out  to  march  to  Liverpool  and  Manchester  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Whitmore. 

In  the  first  week  of  November,  1759,  His  Majesty’s  orders  were  received  from  the  War 
Office  through  Major-General  Whitmore  for  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  to  be  called  out  and  be 
made  ready  to  march  to  Manchester.  The  original  order  for  both  battalions,  the  Northern 
under  the  Earl  of  Scarbrough  and  the  Southern  under  Sir  John  Cust,  to  assemble  at  Lincoln 
had  to  be  rescinded  owing  to  the  epidemic  of  smallpox  then  raging  in  that  city.  The  regiment 
however  was  quickly  made  ready  to  march,  and  early  in  December  was  quartered  at  Stockport, 
where  Sir  John  Cust  was  duly  confirmed  as  Colonel  of  the  Southern  battalion  with  all  the 
powers  of  a  military  commander.  From  Stockport  the  Southern  battalion  marched  to 
Warrington,  where  they  remained  until  February,  when,  at  the  request  of  Sir  John  Cust.  they 
were  allowed  to  move  their  quarters  to  Manchester,  where  the  regiment  of  Lincolnshire  Militia 
was  held  in  readiness  for  the  defence  of  Liverpool.  Immediate  danger  of  invasion  was  removed 
by  the  defeat  and  death  of  Thurot  on  February  28th,  whereby  the  city  of  Liverpool  was  freed 
from  anxiety.  So  grateful  was  this  city  to  the  South  Lincolnshire  Militia  for  their  services. 

that  on  March  10,  1760,  the  freedom  of  the  City  was  conferred  on  Sir  John  Cust  as  the  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment. 

In  spite  of  the  French  defeat  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  was  retained  in  its  quarters  at  Manchester 
until  October,  1760,  and  during  this  period  was  drilled  and  made  fit  for  service  under  Captain 
Crosbie  of  the  66th  Regiment.  The  long  separation  from  Sir  John  Cust  was  keenly  felt  by  his 
wife  and  children.  At  Manchester  Sir  John  seems  to  have  been  billeted  on  a  Mr.  Thomas 
Walker,  and  to  have  been  able  once,  if  not  oftener,  to  have  his  family  with  him.  Later  on 

Sir  John  presented  Mr.  Walker  with  a  pair  of  silver  candlesticks  and  invited  him  to  visit  the 
family  at  Belton. 

In  October,  1760,  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  was  at  last  allowed  to  return  to  its  native  county. 


England  lieT''’a^  s^lect®d  int*mate  knowledge  of  the  British  coast,  and  given  command  of  a  sloop  to  act  against- 

^ptember  i/o9  he  was  given  command  of  five  ships  and  a  corvette  at  Dunkirk,  and  evading  the 
One.  of  fi!n  .i  °  erf  e;CaPed  to  Ostend,  whence  he  sailed  for  Norway,  reaching  Gothenberg  and  Bergen  in  safety 
?  ® In,  ]  .returned,  but .Ihurot  with  ihe  remaining  four  sailed  fur  the  north  of  Scotland,  where  they  took  in 

Jdnd  ?  ST  aend  m  Jan,"ary  1760  saiIed  for  tlie  north  of  Ireland,  intending  to  land  at  Derrv.  'Adverse 
T  ^  comPel|ed  them  to  return,  less  one  ship  which  escaped  to  France,  to  the  west  of  Scotland.  There 'they  landed 

r^Pivph’l" he?nieK  con'"landeered  food  and  other  necessities,  and  also  sacked  the  house  of  the  Campbells  but  were 
ITSSickSSSi  IhZ?  ?fcD°,na,d:  On  February  19  Thurot  sailed  again  for  Ireland  and  arrived  the  next  day 

for  attack  and  h,  nt  t  1  TCh  [,r!fners  ,vTere  confined  in  the  Castle.  The  slender  garrison  was  quite  unprepared 
r/&  d •  1  n  g?1  any  bal1  cartr’dges  for  their  rifles.  The  Castle  surrendered  with  the  honours  of  war 

the  French  prisoners  were  reieaseiJ,  and  the  town  was  pillaged.  Meanwhile  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  was’ 

reHeve  c"atrickferun,Lr  '  n'  *Pf  S‘  f°h's  under  Capt‘  Elliot’  011  dut-v  at  Kinsale  sent  him  with  two  fri-a.es  to 
™  A,  p  kfergus.  ihurot  had  already  embarked  and  put  out  to  sea,  but  his  three  ships,  on  one  of  which  the 

him3Splf  CtrnCakf-er*iUS  "aS  a  caPliye’  aud  the!r  n,uch  reduced  crews  were  easily  defeated  by  Capt.  Elliot.  Thurot 

him. elf  was  killed  in  the  action  and  the  captured  ships  were  brought  into  Ramsey  iu  the  Isle  of  Man. 
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Disputes  had  arisen  early  in  the  day  about  the  precedence  which  could  be  taken  by  one  battalion 
•over  the  offier,  a  difficulty  which  seems  to  have  been  never  quite  got  over.  Both  the  Colonels 
in  command  were  of  unyielding  disposition,  and  in  all  these  military  matters  Sir  John  Cust 
maintained  a  firm  and  dignified  attitude,  which  usually  prevailed.  On  the  return  of  the  regiment 
to  Lincolnshire  the  Southern  battalion  was  established  in  billets  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  to 
which  Lord  Scarbrough  considered  that  the  Northern  battalion  was  entitled  A  somewhat 
sharp  correspondence  took  place  between  him  and  Sir  John  Cust,  but  as  the  latter  was 

always  both  firm  and  reasonable,  the  matter  seems  to  have  been  settled  without  serious 
disagreement. 

Any  hopes  however  which  might  have  been  entertained  of  the  disbandment  of  the  Militia 
were  far  from  being  realized.  The  war  in  either  hemisphere  was  being  conducted  with  great 
vigour  under  the  rule  of  William  Pitt,  and  a  series  of  victories  had  restored  the  prestige  of  Great 
Britam  in  Europe,  thus  laying  the  foundations  cf  her  future  Empire.  The  Militia,  which  Pitt 
had  called  into  existence,  was  too  valuable  an  arm  for  national  defence  to  be  dispensed  with 
until  the  fortunes  of  the  nation  by  land  and  sea  had  been  secured  completely.  Although  the 
War  Office  made  arrangements  from  time  to  time  to  prevent  the  duties  of  the  Militia  from 
interfering  too  much  with  the  private  lives  and  occupations  of  the  men  embodied,  the  duties 
o  maintaining  the  regiment  in  a  fit  state  during  a  long  period  of  inaction  were  very  difficult, 
and  at  home  on  native  soil  petty  differences,  jealousies,  and  trifling  worries  kept  arising  which 
at  one  time  almost  caused  Sir  John  to  throw  up  his  commission  in  disgust.  At  all  times,  however, 
his  common  sense  and  conciliatory  temperament  carried  him  through  with  success.  The  high 
■opinion  held  of  him  by  Ministers  and  Parliament  was  a  great  help  to  him.  In  March.  1761, 
a  dispute  was  caused  because  the  adjutant,  or  drill-instructor,  had  taught  to  the  men  quite 
new  motions  and  firing  instructions,  which  differed  from  those  which  had  been  inculcated  on 
the  regiment  by  Capt.  Crosbie  at  Manchester.  This  dispute  caused  Sir  John  Cust  much 


annoyance. 

In  April,  1/61,  a  more  serious  trouble  arose,  this  time  involving  a  dispute  between  the 
Militia  and  the  Regular  Forces.  The  duty  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  was  to  furnish  garrisons 
for  the  county,  and,  in  accordance  with  this  order,  Lt.-Col.  Welby,  a  keen  and  conscientious 
officer,  was  quartered  in  the  town  of  Stamford  with  military  command.  In  April  a  portion  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond's  regiment  of  the  Line,  under  the  command  of  Major  Troughear,  arrived 
at  Stamford  and  proceeded  to  quarter  themselves  on  the  town  without  the  knowledge  and 
permission  of  Lt.-Col.  Welby.  The  insult  was  deliberate,  as  the  officers  of  the  Regular  forces 
declined  to  recognize  the  Militia  as  other  than  armed  civilians.  Lt.-Col.  Welby  resenting  this 
evasion  of  his  authority,  was  informed  that  he  had  no  right  to  stop  the  King's  Troops  marching 
by  H4  Majesty’s  orders.  All  the  same  Lt.-Col.  Welby  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  a  show  of 
resistance,  so  that  Captain  Morris  and  the  remainder  of  his  men  had  to  force  their  way  into 
the  town  past  the  sentries  posted  by  Lt.-Col.  Welby  to  oppose  their  entrance.  Having  satisfied 
his  sense  of  duty,  Lt.-Col.  Welby  considered  himself  released  from  further  responsibility,  but 
Major  Troughear  lodged  a  complaint  at  the  War  Office  against  Lt.-Col.  Welbv  for  a  flagrant 
breach  of  military  discipline.  The  War  Office  took  a  serious  view  of  the  matter,  which  came  to 
the  ears  of  the  King,  so  that  a  severe  reprimand  was  sent  to  Sir  John  Cust,  who  at  once  assumed 
responsibility  for  Lt.-Col.  Welby  s  behaviour.  Sir  John  Cust,  confident  in  the  justice  of  his 
cause,  declined  to  submit  to  this  censure,  and  presented  the  case  in  such  a  wav  that  eventually 
he  gained  the  day,  and  extorted  from  Major  Troughear  and  Captain  Morris,  the  officers  concerned, 
a  reluctant  apology  on  their  part  to  the  Lincolnshire  Militia.  It  is  evident  that  the  strong 
attitude  adopted  by  Sir  John  Cust  and  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held  at  Court  and  in  high 
quarters  carried  the  day  with  great  credit  to  Sir  John  himself.  The  letters  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Townshend,  who  had  succeeded  Lord  Barrington  as  Secretary  of  War,  show  a°personal 
regard  for  Sir  John  Cust,  who  had  “  the  good  of  the  service  so  much  at  heart.” 
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The  Lincolnshire  Militia  was  not  left  inactive  for  long.  In  July,  1761,  it  received  orders 
to  march  to  Hertford  and  places  adjacent,  although  the  removal  of  so  many  working  men 
from  Lincolnshire  at  such  a  moment  caused  very  great  inconvenience  locally,' as  the  harvest 
was  just  about  to  begin.  Sir  John  Ousts  headquarters  were  at  Ware,  and  it  was  while  he  was 
actually  under  canvas  in  command  of  his  battalion  that  he  was  chosen  by  Parliament 
fill  the  exalted  post  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  His  active  duties  as  Colonel  therefore 
came  to  an  end  greatly  to  the  regret  of  the  officers  serving  under  him.  He  continued,  however 
to  maintain  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  Militia  until  it  was  disbanded.  The  letters 
preserved  by  Sir  John  Oust  relating  to  his  command  of  the  Militia  throw  much  light  on  a  piece 
of  local  history,  of  which  there  seems  to  be  otherwise  little  record.*  The  letters  from  his 
children  show  how  much  their  father's  removal  from  home  was  felt  by  his  family.  When  the 
Mrtia  was  allowed  to  return  to  Lincolnshire,  Sir  John  Cost  was  able  to  resume  his  duties  in 
Parliament  and  in  county  affairs.  Troubled  as  he  was  by  recurring  fits  of  gout,  his  wife  could 
not  have  been  very  easy  in  her  mind  while  he  was  away  from  her.  for  in  family  affairs  he  was 
the  central  agency  to  and  from  which  all  questions  were  directed,  the  pivot  upon  which  the 
family  revolved.  These  affairs  were  not  always  unruffled  on  the  surface. 

at  FMl  “r  !  !fr  af"T  a  few  m°nths  aPPa«ntly  happy  marriage  to  Mr.  Francis  Fane 

at  Fulbeck  had  been  left  in  October,  1758,  an  eligible  and  as  it  would  seem  not  inconsolable 

dow.  Tins  marriage,  and  Sir  John's  political  associations,  had  brought  the  family  at  Belton 
mto  somewhat  close  association  with  the  Dashwood  family,  headed  by  Sir  Francis  Dashwood 

rt  M.P  Who  later  on  became  Lord  Le  Despenser.  Among  the  Dashwood  relatives  was 

Medley”^  R FeIbnd«e>  "ho  had  married  Annabella  Medley,  daughter  of  Thomas 

ey,  of  Buxted  in  Sussex,  and  Annabella  Dashwood,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Samuel 
ashwood  and  a  cousin  of  Sir  Francis  Dashwood.  Mrs.  Evelyn  died  in  1758,  leaving  an  only 
aughter,  Julia  Annabella,  who  eventually  married  Sir  George  Shuckburgh,  Bart.,  and  had 
in  er  turn  an  only  daughter,  who  became  Countess  of  Liverpool. t  Mr.  Evelyn  made  an  offer 
of  marriage  to  Mrs.  Fane,  who  was  disposed  to  accept  it,  and  was  supported  in  this  bv  her 
mother  and  sisters,  and  as  it  would  appear  by  Sir  John.  The  settlements  and  other  arrange¬ 
ments  were  entrusted  to  Francis  Oust,  the  Counsellor,  who  unfortunately  took  a  great  dislike 
o  Mr.  Evelyn,  as  did  his  brother  Peregrine,  and  they,  with  the  help  of  their  uncle  Savile  in 
London,  did  all  they  could  to  stop  the  marriage.  This  led  to  a  very  acrimonious  family 
quarre  Francis  Gust,  who  was  warm-tempered  and  somewhat  over  zealous  in  his  .Mini 
desire  to  protect  the  interests  and  good  fortunes  of  his  family,  went  to  some  considerable 'trouble 
m  ra-ing  up  details  about  Mr.  Evelyn's  past  history.  Mr.  Evelyn's  mother,  Julia  Butler 
appears  to  have  been  a  natural  daughter  of  the  second  Duke  of  Ormonde,  and  as  her  half- 
sister,  Lady  Elizabeth  Butler,  had  died  insane  in  1750,  Francis  and  Peregrine  feared  the  heredity 
tamt  of  insanity  in  any  children  which  their  sister  might  have  by  Mr.  Evelvn.  A  further  doubt 
was  cast  upon  the  settlements  made  on  his  first  marriage  with  Miss  Medley,  and  as  to  the  truth 
of  her  having  left  only  one  child.  The  brothers  also  objected  to  a  condition  made  bv  Mr.  Evelvn 
of  a 'further  settlement  by  Lady  Cust  and  Sir  John  of  £1,000  on  Mrs.  Evelvn  and  her  children 
As  Mrs.  Fane  and  Lady  Cust  both  told  Francis  that  all  the  objections  he  raised  were  known 
to  Mrs.  Fane  before  she  accepted  Mr.  Evelyn’s  proposal,  and  as  Sir  John  supported  his  mother 
and  sister  throughout  and  consented  to  the  further  settlement  of  money,  the  marriawe  was 
carried  through  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  Francis  and  Peregrine.  The  latter  was  too  tactful 
and  cool-headed  to  quarrel  with  his  family,  especially  in  letters,  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
hot-headed  lawyer  unfortunately  committed  himself.  Such  storms,  however,  soon  blew  over 
and  there  was  too  much  genuine  affection  in  the  family  at  Belton  to  allow  the  estrangement 

+  TMC  !I  ’  ";herc  tI,ese  lettenf  Hie  printed  as  a  connected  narrative. 

T  bee  Pedigree  of  Evelyn,  post. 
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to  be  of  long  duration.  The  marriage  seems  to  have  been  quite  successful,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  Sir  John  and  his  sisters  were  paying  visits  to  Mrs.  Evelyn  at  her  new  home  at 
Fel bridge  in  Sussex.  Richard  Oust,  who  was  now  Rector  of  Fulbeck,  was  able  to  keep  an  eye 
on  his  sister's  property  there.  Francis  evidently  took  the  whole  matter  very  much  to  heart, 
and  according  to  Dr.  Baker  really  suffered  in  health  from  it.  It  was,  however,  quite  impossible 
to  quarrel  with  Sir  John,  who  was  unrivalled  as  a  peace  maker. 

The  years  1700  and  1761  were  busy  years  for  Sir  John  Oust,  for  in  addition  to  his  military 
duties,  which  kept  him  occupied  a  great  deal  from  home,  the  stirring  events  of  public 
life  demanded  his  constant  interest  and  frequent  presence  in  London.  His  mother's  letters 
reveal  how  keen  his  interest  remained  in  his  family,  both  at  Belton  and  at  Grantham.  Sir  John 
was  continually  on  the  road  between  Grantham  and  London,  or  at  Hertford  or  Ware,  at  which 
places  the  Southern  battalion  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  was  quartered  in  1761.  The  general 
election  in  March,  1761,  though  it  did  not  as  it  was  at  one  time  feared,  bring  about  a  contested 
election  at  Grantham,  yet  caused  Sir  John  much  expenditure  of  time  and  trouble.  In  the 
circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the  visits  intended  by  Sir  John  Cust  to  his  friends 
the  Earl  of  Egmont  at  Enmore  and  Sir  Edmond  Thomas  at  Wenvoe  Castle,  and  also  to  his  wife's 
cousin  Mr.  William  Folkes  at  Hillington  in  Norfolk,  had  to  be  abandoned,  in  consequence  of 
Sir  John  Gust's  busy  engagements  in  London  and  elsewhere.  It  has  already  been  stated  that 
the  position  of  Sir  John  Cust  in  the  household  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  was  affected  by  the 
growing  influence  of  John  Stuart,  Earl  of  Bute,  who  in  November,  1756,  was  appointed  groom 
of  the  stole  to  the  young  Prince  of  Wales,  and  became  the  predominant  controller  of  the 
royal  family  at  Kew  and  Leicester  House.  Sir  John  Cust  was  of  too  independent  a  character 
to  submit  tamely  to  being  governed  by  Lord  Bute,  and,  although  the  exact  date  of  his 
resignation  is  not  recorded,  he  evidently  ceased  at  this  date  or  soon  after  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales's  household,  thereby  incurring  Her  Royal  Highness's  displeasure. 
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It  has  already  been  stated  that  since  the  death  of  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  the  exact  position 
o  Sir  John  Gust  and  his  political  friends  in  Parliament  is  difficult  to  define.  The  Prince’s 
party,  led  by  Lord  Egmont,  Henry  Bathurst  and  others,  had  been  of  considerable  weight 
though  m  a  hopeless  minority,  in  Parliament.  The  Prince's  unexpected  death  destroyed  all 
hopes  and  anticipations  which  may  have  been  built  upon  the  event  of  the  Prince  succeeding 
m  due  course  to  the  throne  and  rewarding  his  followers.  His  friends  continued  a  somewhat 
independent  career  in  Parliament,  though  they  were  soon  split  up  into  groups,  one  containing 
such  highly  respected  men  as  Lord  Egmont,  Sir  Edmond  Thomas  and  Sir  John  Oust  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  another,  men  like  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Bubb  Dodington.  Potter 
and  other  politicians  of  a  less  equable  temperament  in  both  private  and  public  life  4  third 
party  was  formed  by  himself  in  John  Stuart,  Earl  of  Bute,  on  account  of  his  overwhelming 

influence  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  and  the  future  King,  which  he  was  unwilling  or  unable 
to  share  with  any  one  else. 

Lord  Egmont  and  his  friends  thus  formed  a  small  but  influential  coterie  in  Parliament, 
who  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  titular  Prime  Minister,  while  they  were 
not  on  good  terms  with  William  Pitt,  formerly  their  colleague  in  the  Prince  of  Wales's  household, 
and  therefore  had  no  share  in  the  lonely  path  of  glory  pursued  by  that  great  but  eccentric 
statesman.  To  Henry  Fox  and  his  friends  they  were  more  actively  opposed.  George  Grenville 
was  a  kind  of  leader  of  this  half  Whig,  half  Tory  group,  and  Charles  Townshend  was  a  friend, 
if  not  an  actual  ally,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  at  all  events  so  far  as  Sir  John  Cust  was 
concerned.  Lord  Egmont  was  very  unstable  as  a  figure-head.  Although  he  was  ambitious, 
and  was  looked  upon  as  perhaps  the  ablest  and  most  cultivated  man  and  the  best  speaker 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  yet  when  in  1756  he  was  offered  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  the 
leadership  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  seals  of  Secretary'  of  State,  he  failed  to  rise  to 
the  occasion,  preferring  to  confine  his  interests  to  obtaining  a  peerage  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Had  Lord  Egmont  taken  office,  Sir  John  Cust  would  probably  have  been  advanced  to°office 
of  some  sort  in  support  of  Lord  Egmont ;  as  it  was  he  remained  a  private  member,  until  the 
embodying  of  the  Militia  and  his  appointment  to  be  Colonel  brought  him  into  public  notice. 
This  was  the  position  of  Sir  John  Cust  when  the  news  came  of  the  sudden  death  of 
King  George  II.  at  Kensington  Palace  on  October  25th,  1760,  just  at  the  time  when  the 
Lincolnshire  Militia  was  on  its  return  journey  from  Manchester  to  their  native  county,  an 
operation  which  evidently  required  Sir  John  Cust's  close  personal  direction. 

The  accession  of  King  George  III.  made  the  political  situation,  if  possible,  more  chaotic 
than  before.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  remained  titular  Prime  Minister,  with  William  Pitt  as 
the  real  governor  of  the  country.  Both  were  equally  disliked  by  the  young  King,  who  let 
them  know  at  once  that  it  was  the  Earl  of  Bute  who  for  the  immediate  future  would  advise 
and  guide  the  Sovereign.  This  was  a  state  of  affairs  wrhich  could  not  last  very  long,  but 
Newcastle  stuck  like  a  limpet  to  office,  while  the  King  could  not  afford  to  quarrel  with  Pitt 
just  when  Pitt  was  at  the  zenith  of  his  popularity.  The  great  military  and  naval  successes 
of  Pitt  s  administration  had  brought  the  country  into  unusual  enthusiasm  for  the  war  with 
France,  whereas  Bute  was  known  to  be  in  favour  of  a  peace  and  to  be  urging  this  upon  the 
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King.  The  King  in  his  first  speech  to  Parliament  made  a  special  allusion  to  the  services  of 
the  Militia  and  its  value  to  the  country.  In  the  House  of  Commons  special  mention  was 
made  of  the  good  service  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia,  and  General  George  Townshend  spoke 
cordially  by  name  of  Sir  John  Gust  as  their  Colonel.  Lincolnshire  had  sent  two  battalions 

of  1,366  men,  a  number  only  exceeded  by  the  Devonshire  and  the  Yorkshire  W.  Riding  three 
battalions. 

In  Parliament  affairs  went  on  as  usual  until  March,  1761,  when  Parliament  was  dissolved, 
and  the  long-expected  change  of  ministry  or  coup  d'etat  occurred.  The  Earl  of  Holdernesse, 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  Henry 
Bilson  Legge  was  dismissed  from  his  post  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  There  were  now’ 
only  two  parties  in  the  State  that  of  the  rising  sun,  the  Earl  of  Bute,  who  attracted  to  his  side 
all  that  was  known  as  the  Tory  party,  and  that  of  William  Pitt,  who  was  daily  losing  ground 
with  the  King  and  with  the  Whig  party.  Many  of  Sir  John  Cust’s  old  political  friends,  such 
as  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Richard  Glover,  the  poet,  Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  with  less  reputable 
associates  such  as  Bubb  Dodington,  threw  in  their  lot  with  Lord  Bute.  Lord  Egmont  was 
still  mainly  concerned  in  his  attempt  to  get  an  English  peerage  for  himself,  and  courted 
Lord  Bute  solely  for  this  purpose.  Sir  John  Cust  was  urged  to  pay  court  to  Lord  Bute,  being 
clearly  marked  out  for  office,  if  he  chose  to  do  so.  Although  his  personal  relations  with 
Lord  Bute  seem  to  have  been  quite  satisfactory,  he  seems  to  have  been,  with  justice  to  himself, 
reluctant  to  serve  under  a  man  whose  authority  he  had  already  refused  to  acknowledge.  The 

few  letters  preserved  from  Lord  Bute  to  Sir  John  Cust  are  cold  and  formal,  though  courteous 
and  friendly. 

The  dissolution  of  Parliament  in  March,  1761,  was  marked  by  the  passing  of  a  great  parlia¬ 
mentary  figure.  On  March  18th  the  Speaker,  Arthur  Onslow’,  after  thirty-three  vears  of 
office,  surrendered  this  dignified  post  to  the  deep  regret  of  all  parties  in  the  House.  It  would 
be  difficult  at  any’  time  to  find  immediately’  a  successor  to  a  Speaker  like  Arthur  Onslow. 
When  the  House  of  Commons  reassembled  in  May,  1761,  no  one  was  able  to  suggest  any 
particular  individual,  and  as  Parliament  was  adjourned  the  Chair  remained  vacant  for  some 
months.  The  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville  was  during  this  period  chosen  as  Speaker,  but 
his  actual  appointment  was  delayed  until  the  Houses  of  Parliament  were  due  to  reassemble 
for  a  new’  Session. 

Meanwhile  the  public  mind  was  very'  fully  occupied  by  the  new's  of  the  King’s  approaching 
marriage  with  Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg-Strelitz,  and  the  preparations  not  onlv  for 
the  royal  wedding,  but  for  the  subsequent  Coronation  of  the  King  and  Queen  in  Westminster 
Abbey.  The  new  Queen  reached  England  on  September  7th,  1761,  and  the  marriage  took 
place  the  next  day.  The  Coronation  took  place  on  September  20th.  There  are  manv 
allusions  in  Sir  John  Cust  s  family  correspondence  to  these  events,  and  to  the  trouble  taken 
by  country  residents  who  wished  to  see  something  of  the  festivities  in  London.  Anne,  Lady 
Cust,  came  to  London  and  was  one  of  the  first  ladies  in  Lincolnshire  to  see  the  new  Queen. 
Sir  John  Cust  with  his  family,  as  well  as  his  brothers  in  London  and  his  unmarried  sisters, 
all  attended  the  Coronation.  Suitable  festivities  commemorated  the  event  in  Lincolnshire 
and  Grantham,  as  in  all  important  places  throughout  the  kingdom. 

In  the  meantime  during  these  domestic  incidents  a  new  political  storm  was  brewing  on 
the  Continent.  Owing  to  the  help  given  by  Spain  to  France  in  the  negotiations  for  peace 
between  France  and  England,  Pitt  thought  it  necessary  to  assert  the  honour  of  his  country 
by  a  breach  of  relations  with  Spain.  Lord  Bute  and  other  ministers,  knowing  the  new  King's 
desire  for  peace  at  almost  any  price,  temporized  and  thwarted  Pitt  in  his  object.  On 
October  5th  Pitt  resigned  the  seals  of  his  office,  on  w’hich  the  supreme  power,  though  nominally 
in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  passed  almost  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute.  George  Grenville  had  been  won  over  by  the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  at  the  special  wish  of 
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the  King  was  appointed  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Grenville  was  very  unwilling  to 
give  up  the  post  of  Speaker,  but  eventually  obeyed  the  King’s  commands,  transmitted  through 
the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  consented  to  become  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  a  Cabinet 
Councillor,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 

Grenville  had  so  far  accepted  the  post  of  Speaker,  that  he  had  already  made  seme  of  the 
necessary  changes  and  new  appointments  connected  with  the  Chair.  The  post  now  became 
vacant  again  and  there  was  renewed  speculation  as  to  who  should  be  Speaker  Onslow’s 
successor,  an  appointment  which  could  not  be  longer  delayed.  Horace  Walpole,  writing  to 
Harry  Conway  on  October  1:2th,  says  :  “  George  Grenville  is  Minister  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  don  t  know  who  will  be  Speaker.  They  talk  of  Prowse,  Hussey,  Bacon,  and  even  of  old 
Sir  John  Rushout.  Francis  Cust,  writing  to  his  brother  Sir  John  on  October  8th,  had  already 
been  nearer  the  mark  in  saying  :  “I  think  it  must  be  a  matter  of  speculation  who  is  to  be 
Speaker.  Why  not  you  ?  ”  Walpole,  writing  to  George  Montagu  on  October  24th,  says  : 
“  I  don  t  know’  who  is  to  be  ours  (Speaker)  :  Prowse,  they  say,  has  refused  ;  Sir  John  Cust 
was  the  last  I  heard  named. ’’ 

The  Chair  was  in  fact  offered  to  Mr.  Thomas  Prowse,  a  well-known  Tory  Squire  and  member 
for  Somersetshire.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  recommended  and  the  Earl  of  Bute  approved 
this  selection.  The  offer  was  therefore  made  by  Grenville  to  Mr.  Prowse  in  a  letter  of 
October  14th,  1761.  Mr.  Prowse,  however,  who  had  no  desire  for  office  of  any  sort,  declined 
the  offer  on  the  ground  of  ill-health.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  look  for  a  Speaker  elsewhere. 
Sir  George  Savile,  M.P.  for  Yorkshire,  was  a  favourite  with  some  members  and  occupied  a 
commanding  position  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  name  of  Sir  John  Cust  was  submitted 
to  the  Earl  of  Bute  and  approved  by  him,  the  selection  being  agreeable  to  both  Whigs  and 
Tories.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cockpit  on  November  2nd,  1761,  to  hear  the  King's  Speech 
and  choose  a  Speaker.  Mr.  Edwin  Lascelles,  M.P.,  writing  to  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham, 
says  :  “  We  arrived  in  town  this  afternoon.  I  called  at  Sir  George  (Armytage)’s  at  eight  o'clock 
to  go  to  the  Cockpit,  where  we  found  such  a  crowd  of  all  complexions,  especially  of  the  old 
Tories,  that  with  much  difficulty  we  got  upstairs.  I  made  my  wray  into  the  room  and  sot  up 
to  the  Table,  where  G.G.*  was  placed  at  the  head  of  it  and  then  recommending  Sir  J.  Cust 
for  Speaker,  which  everybody  seemed  to  approve.  Sir  John  replied  in  the  episcopal  style 
and  there  it  ended.  Half  of  those  w’ho  were  present  I  am  sure  never  saw’  that  room  before.” 

A  study  of  Sir  John  Cust's  career  shows  clearly  why  he  should  be  thought  of  for  so  important 
a  post  as  that  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  was  a  man  of  good  birth  and  title, 
who  had  left  Cambridge  University  with  a  high  reputation,  and  had  studied  at  the  Bar  before 
entering  Parliament.  For  nearly  twenty  years  Sir  John  Cust  had  been  an  industrious  and 
useful  member  of  Parliament,  and  had  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  politicians  of  all  parties.  As- 
a  courtier  he  had  gained  the  confidence  of  his  patrons,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and 
incidentally  that  of  King  George  II.,  while  the  new’  King  had  been  brought  up  evidently  to 
hold  great  respect  for  Sir  John  Cust.  Through  all  this  he  had  never  lost  his  independence  of 
character.  His  manly  demand  for  justice  to  Admiral  Byng  could  not  have  been  forgotten. 
He  was  know’n  to  be  a  devoted  son,  husband,  and  brother,  and  a  loyal  friend,  as  well  as  a 
model  husband  and  a  most  conscientious  country  gentleman.  As  Colonel  of  Militia  he  had 
displayed  unexpected  capacity  as  a  commander  of  troops  and  by  tact  and  firmness  had  brought 
his  battalion  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  into  high  repute,  earning  thereby  the  confidence  and 
friendship  of  two  successive  Secretaries  of  War,  Viscount  Barrington  and  Charles  Towmshend. 
His  relations  with  the  Earl  of  Bute  were  friendly  but  not  subservient,  and  although  he  may 
have  owed  his  selection  to  some  extent  to  the  efforts  of  his  friends  around  Lord  Bute,  such  as 
Lord  Egmont,  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Charles  Jenkinson,  Richard  Glover,  and  Henry  Bathurst,  it 
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would  be  a  libel  to  suggest  that  it  was  only  as  a  creature  of  Lord  Bute  that  Sir  John  Cust  was 
elevated  to  be  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Lord  Bute  had  in  fact  actually  stated  his  wish 
to  appoint  Mr.  Thomas  Prowse,  M.P.  for  Somersetshire,  while  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  favoured 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Edward  Bacon,  M.P.  for  Norwich.  Mr.  Prowse,  who  had  also  the  support 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke,  had  declined  the  honour  on  account  of  his  health.  There 
was  little  surprise  shown  when  this  important  office  was  offered  to  Sir  John  Cust,  although 
the  Whigs,  such  as  Horace  Walpole,  regarded  it  as  a  Tory  appointment.  Sir  John  Cust 
himself  may  well  have  hesitated  before  accepting  office.  In  the  first  place  it  was  no  light 
task  to  succeed  in  the  Speaker's  Chair  a  man  like  Arthur  Onslow,  with  his  thirty-three  years 
of  experience,  of  whom  Horace  Walpole  wrote  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  subject  whom 
gravity  will  so  well  become,  whose  knowledge  will  be  so  useful  and  so  accurate,  and  whose 
fidelity  to  his  trust  will  prove  so  unshaken.  Sir  John  Cust  had  a  sufficiently  long  experience 
of  parliamentary  life  and  was  well  versed  in  all  the  technical  environment  of  the  Speaker's 
Ohair.  He  did  not  unluckily  enjoy  robust  health,  as  he  was  subject  to  repeated  attacks  of 
the  gout,  involving  frequent  visits  to  Bath  to  take  the  waters.  Honest,  industrious  and  con¬ 
scientious,  kind,  good-natured  and  easy-going,  Sir  John  Cust  may  well  have  shrunk  from  filling 

a  place  so  long  connected  with  the  personality  of  Arthur  Onslow.  His  courage  did  not  desert 
iim  at  the  call  of  duty. 

When  therefore  the  first  Parliament  of  King  George  HI.  met  for  business  on  November  3rd, 
1761,  the  House  proceeded  to  elect  as  its  Speaker  by  unanimous  vote  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart.,  M.P. 
for  Grantham.  The  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  George  Grenville  :  “  I  shall  beg  Leave  to  propose 
to  the  House  a  Gentleman,  who,  I  hope,  will  be  found  equal  to  the  execution  of  this  important 
Trust,  a  Gentleman  of  a  very  ancient  and  honourable  Family,  of  an  affluent  and  independent 
Fortune  to  support  that  high  Rank  and  Station,  of  a  fair  and  unblemished  Character  to  adorn 
it,  free  from  Prejudices  of  every  sort,  and  of  that  known  Temper  or  Moderation  which  are 
most  likely  to  conciliate,  and  to  preserve  to  the  Chair,  that  attention  and  Respect  which  are 
indispensably  necessary.”  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Viscount  Barrington  in  as  com¬ 
plimentary  a  manner:  “  Too  few'  have  applied  themselves  to  what  used  to  be  the  highest 
Ambition  of  an  English  Gentleman,  that  of  being  a  Knowing  Parliament  Man  ;  but  some,  much 
to  their  Honour,  have  made  use  of  their  Time  and  Talents  in  that  Way  under  the  most  kind, 
benevolent,  and  communicative  Instructor  that  perhaps  any  Age  has  produced,  since  the 
beginning  of  our  Constitution.  Among  those  none  have  taken  more  successful  Pains  than  the 
honourable  Gentleman  just  named....  ’  Both  of  these  Ministers  bestowed  on  the  new 
Speaker  the  customary  eulogies  and  compliments.  They  were  followed  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont, 
w-hose  language  might  be  said  to  verge  very  nearly  on  fulsome  flattery,  were  it  not  known 
how  close  and  intimate  the  friendship  had  been,  both  in  person  and  in  politics,  between  the 
Earl  of  Egmont  and  Sir  John  Cust.  The  new  Speaker  displayed  the  requisite  amount  of 
hesitation  and  reluctance  when  invited  to  take  the  Chair,  and  continuing  the  episcopal  manner 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Lascelles,  thanked  the  House  for  the  honour  conferred  on  him  with  suitable 

modesty  and  apologies  for  his  possible  short-comings  in  succession  to  so  remarkable  a  Chairman 
as  Speaker  Onslow.* 

It  is  amusing  to  read  in  a  letter  from  Peregrine  Cust  to  his  mother,  written  on  October  30th. 
that  Sir  John  was  uneasy  as  to  “  what  Wigg  he  shall  wear  on  the  Election  Day,  if  he  wears 
a  Bag,  it  will  be  ridiculous  to  have  him  put  into  the  Chair  in  it  wch  must  happen — if  he  wears 
aTye  wch  wou'd  be  ye  proper  Wigg  as  he  has  not  been  us’d  to  it  it  will  look  presumptuous.” 

The  appointment  gave  general  satisfaction,  and  even  Horace  Walpole  could  not  say  more 
in  the  way  of  a  sneer  than  Sir  John  Cust  is  Speaker  and  bating  his  nose,  the  chair  seems 
well  filled.  In  one  respect  Sir  John  Cust  was  a  worthy  successor  to  Arthur  Onslow,  in  that 


*  See  Appendix  to  Chapter  V. 


■ 

. 


SIR  JOHN  OUST,  BART. 


50 

he  held  no  office  beforehand,  and  was  known  not  to  be  aiming  at  any  farther  advancement, 
which  might  violate  the  independence  and  impartiality  of  the  Chair.  His  orthodoxy  as  a 
Churchman  was  also  guaranteed.* 

One  of  the  new  Speaker’s  first  cares  was  to  find  a  suitable  residence  for  himself  and  his 
family.  Although  the  Speaker  himself  had  private  chambers  in  the  palace  of  Westminster, 
he  had  no  official  residence.  Speaker  Onslow  had  resided  for  many  years  in  Leicester  Street 
and  latterly  in  Soho  Square.  Sir  John  Gust’s  family  residence  in  Great  Marlborough  Street 
was  evidently  inadequate  for  his  exalted  station  and  the  social  duties  required  of  him.  At 
first  he  entered  into  negotiations  for  a  lease  of  a  house  in  Pall  Mall  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich,  but  this  fell  through.  He  then  thought  of  a  house  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  but 
eventually  the  new  Speaker  found  a  house  in  Downing  Street. f 

The  news  was  naturally  received  with  acclamation  at  Grantham  and  commanded  universal 
satisfaction  without,  as  Mr.  Gibert  writes,  “  the  least  Tincture  of  Envy.”  The  worthy  rector 
describes  how  the  town  of  Grantham  honoured  Lady  Cust  with  a  special  visit.  “  Yesterday 
about  Four  o'clock,  our  aldermen,  the  two  Companies  and  all  the  Chief  Inhabitants  of  the 
Towm  about  threescore  in  number  with  their  Musick  at  their  Head,  waited  on  Lady  Cust  at 
Belton.  They  wished  her  Joy  on  the  present  occasion,  drunk  one  glass,  retired  to  the  Stewards. 
Hall  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  gave  a  great  Huzza  in  the  Court  and  retur’d  Homewards  two 
by  two  as  they  came.”  Mr.  Gibert  adds  “  that  your  Feet  may  vie  in  Soundness  with  your 
Head  is  the  only  wish  you  leave  me  to  make  for  you,  I  see  no  other  Defect  but  the  Gout.” 
Perhaps  the  only  regret  came  from  the  South  Lincolnshire  Militia,  which  nowr  perforce  lost 
the  services  of  Sir  John  Cust  as  their  Colonel  and  Commander.  Friends  were  numerous  and 
effusive  in  their  congratulations.  Mr.  Velters  Cornwall,  M.P.  for  Hereford  1722—1768,  wrote 
saying,  “  You  can’t  want  a  worn  out  Aid  de  Camp  for  ye  whole  House  will  be  yr  volunteers, 
and  you’ve  ye  ablest  Clerk  I  ever  knew,  therefore  I  dread  yT  inate  modesty,  goe  on  and  prosper.”- 


*  Certificate  that  Sir  John  Cust  Baronet  of  Grantham  did  Receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  ire 
the  Parish  Church  5.  July.  1761. 

(Signed)  RICHARD  EASTON,  Minister  of  the  Parish. 

SAM’-  HUTH WAITE,  Churchwarden. 

SIMON  READISH  ")  w.. 

GEORGE  TITTERTON)  VVltnesses- 

f  Although  the  name  of  Sir  John  Cust  appears  in  the  Rale  books  of  Westminster  at  this  period,  the  actual, 
number  of  the  house  in  Downing  Street  is  not  stated. 
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RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY. 


APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  Y. 


The  House  calling  .Sir  John  Oust  to  the  Chair,  he  stood  up  in  his  Place,  and  said, — Mr.  Dyson — The  House 
will,  I  hope,  make  some  Allowance  for  the  Confusion  in  which  I  rise,  occasioned  by  the  great,  but  undeserved 
Honour  which  the  noble  Lord,  and  very  honourable  Gentleman  over  the  Way,  and  the  noble  Lord  near  me, 
have  done  me,  in  esteeming  me,  in  any  Degree,  equal  to  that  high  and  important  office,  which  it  is  the  Business 
of  this  Day  to  supply. 

After  returning  them  my  most  sincere  Thanks  for  this  Instance  of  their  good  Opinion  of  me  (Partiality  in 
my  Favour  I  should  rather  call  it),  I  must  entreat  them  to  withdraw  their  Motion,  and  look  round  this  House, 
where  are  so  many  Gentlemen  of  great  Integrity,  Knowledge,  and  Experience  ;  Qualifications  which  have  been 
so  properly  represented  as  essential  to  the  Character  of  that  Person,  who  ought  to  preside  in  this  august 
Assembly. 

Sincerity  of  Intention,  and  Zeal  for  the  service  of  my  King  and  Country,  are  the  only  Merit  to  which  I  can 
lay  any  Claim  :  How  defective  I  am  in  other  Qualifications,  must  I  think,  surely  be  known  to  those  with  whom 
I  have  had  the  Honour  to  serve  in  former  Parliaments  ;  but  it  is  known  to  none  more  than  to  myself  :  Various 
are  the  Reasons,  which  I  could  alledge  for  making  this  Request  ;  the  Dread  of  laying  open  to  publiek  View  my 
own  Inability  for  this  Office,  nay  a  Certainty  of  making  that  conspicuous,  which,  in  a  private  Station,  might 
pass  unobserved,  is  of  itself  sufficient.  But,  after  what  has  been,  with  so  much  Truth  and  Justice,  of  that  great 
Person,  who  filled  that  Chair  for  Thirty-four  successive  years;  when  I  reflect  upon  his  eminent  Abilities,  his 
-extensive  Knowledge  in  the  Constitutional  Law  of  the  Country,  his  inimitable  Method  of  conducting  the 
Business  of  this  House  ;  hut  above  all,  his  Speediness  and  Vigour  in  supporting  its  Rights  and  Privileges,  and 
in  them  the  Rights  anil  Privileges  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  ;  how  greatly  must  I  be  alarmed  at  the 
Difficulties  which  must  attend  any  Successor  to  him  ?  I  most  sincerely  concur  with  the  noble  Lords,  and  very 
honourable  Gentleman,  in  lamenting  that  this  excellent  Person  has  chosen  to  be  no  more  amongst  us.  Let 
not  me,  Sir,  have  so  particular  a  Reason  for  lamenting  his  Loss  beyond  any  other  Member  of  this  House. 

These  Reasons,  however  powerful,  are  yet  personal  and  respect  only  myself  :  There  are  other  of  a  far  higher 
and  more  important  Nature  :  the  Honour  of  this  House — its  Weight — its  Authority — its  Dignity.  Those  cannot 
be  supported,  but  by  Abilities  much  superior  to  mine,  nor  can  they  suffer  the  least  Diminution,  without  infinite 
Prejudice  to  the  whole  Nation,  in  its  collective  as  well  as  representative  Capacity  ;  especially  in  the  present 
arduous  Conjuncture,  when  affairs  of  the  highest  Concernment  to  his  Majesty  and  these  Kingdoms,  must 
necessarily  come  under  the  Deliberation  of  this  House  :  That  these  may  receive  no  Detriment  through  my 
Defects,  I  must  beg  Leave  to  repeat  my  Request  to  the  very  honourable  Gentleman  and  noble  Lords,  that 
they  will  permit  me  to  do  the  Duty  of  a  private  Member  of  Parliament,  in  this  Place,  and  leave  me  in  full 
Possession  of  the  high  Honour  already  conferred  on  me,  without  a  Possibility  of  its  turning  to  the  Disadvantage 
-of  this  House,  the  Publiek,  or  myself. 

The  House  again  calling  Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Chair,  he  was  taken  out  of  his  Place  by  Mr.  Grenville  and  the 
Lord  Barrington,  who  led  him  from  thence  to  the  Chair,  where  upon  the  first  Step  he  said,  I  must  once  more 
•desire  Gentlemen  to  retlect  upon  what  they  have  done,  and  I  must  entreat  them  to  call  One  to  this  Chair  much 
better  qualified  for  a  Trust  of  so  high  and  important  a  Nature. 

But  the  Members  cried,  No,  no. 

Whereupon  Sir  John  Cust  ascended  the  upper  Step  of  the  Chair,  and  standing  there,  said, 

The  Commands  of  this  House  I  shall  ever  receive  with  the  utmost  Deference  :  and  upon  every  future 
Occasion,  I  shall  esteem  it  the  greatest  Glory  of  my  Life  to  obey  them.  I  must  return  my  humblest  Acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  the  House  for  this  Instance  of  their  favourable  Sentiment  of  me  ;  but  hope  they  will  give  me  Leave 
to  lay  my  Imperfections  before  his  Majesty,  and  desire  his  gracious  Permission,  that  the  House  may  appoint 
another  Person,  more  worthy  of  the  Dignity  of  this  Chair,  and  their  own. 

And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  the  Chair,  and  then  the  Mace  (which  before  lay  under  the  Table)  was  laid 
upon  the  Table. 

Then  the  Right  Honourable  Percy  Earl  of  Thomond,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  One  of  the  Burgesses  for 
the  Borough  of  Minehead  in  County  of  Somerset,  and  also  a  Baron  for  the  Town  and  Port  of  Winchelsea,  and 
Treasurer  of  his  Majesty’s  Household,  having  congratulated  Mr.  Speaker  elect,  moved  that  the  House  would 
adjourn  till  Friday  next.  Twelve  of  the  Clock,  that  being  the  Day  appointed  by  His  Majesty  for  the  Presentation 
of  their  Speaker  to  his  Majesty,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  for  his  Royal  Appointment. 


Veneris,  6  Die  Xovembris. 

Anno  2d  Georgii  III  t i i  Regis.  17(11 

The  House  being  met,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Elect  having  taken  the  Chair,  A  Message  was  brought  from  his  Majesty 
by  Sir  Septimus  Robinson,  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod. 

MR.  SPEAKER. 

The  King  commands  this  honourable  House  to  attend  his  Majesty  immediately,  in  the  House  of  Peers. 


' 


SIR  JOHN  OUST,  BART. 


<>1 


Accordingly  Mr.  Speaker  Elect,  with  the  House,  went  up  to  attend  his  Majesty  in  the  House  of  Peers,  where 
Mr.  Speaker  Elect  spoke  to  the  Effect  following  ;  viz. 

MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN. 

Your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled, 
nave,  in  Obedience  to  your  .Majesty’s  Commands,  and  according  to  their  ancient  Rights  proceeded  to  the 
Election  of  One  of  their  Members  to  be  their  Speaker  ;  whom  they  now  present  to  your  Majesty  :  But,  Sir, 
with  the  utmost  Concern  must  I  acquaint  your  Majesty,  that  out  of  so  many  amongst  them  eminently  qualilied 
for  this  important  Station,  their  Choice  has  fallen  upon  me. 

Under  the  apprehensions  of  my  Mind,  arising  from  a  Consciousness  of  my  own  Inability  to  discharge,  as  I 
ought,  so  great  a  Trust,  I  have  this  Satisfaction  that  I  can  now  be  a  humble  Suitor  to  your  Majesty,  that  you 
would  give  your  faithful  Commons  an  Opportunity  of  rectifying  this,  the  only  inadvertent  Step  which  they  can 
ever  take,  and  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  them  to  present  some  other  to  your  Majesty,  whom  they  may 
not  hereafter  be  sorry  to  have  chosen,  nor  your  Majesty  to  have  approved. 

I  do  not  presume.  Sir,  to  make  this  Request  to  your  Majesty  on  my  own  account  ;  it  is  for  the  Sake  of  your 
Majesty’s  Service,  the  Sake  of  your  faithful  Commons,  and,  what  will  ever  be  most  dear  to  you,  Sir,  the  Interests 
of  your  whole  People  ;  that  these  arduous  and  urgent  affairs,  which  have  induced  your  Majesty  to  call  this 
Parliament,  may  receive  no  Prejudice  through  my  Defects  ;  nor  the  zealous  Endeavours  of  your  faithful  Commons, 
for  the  service  of  your  Majesty  and  their  Country,  be  in  any  wise  obstructed  through  this  their  Partiality 
to  me. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  receiving  Directions  from  his  Majesty,  said  : 

SIR  JOHN  CUST. 

I  am  commanded  by  His  Majesty  to  acquaint  you,  that,  although  your  own  Modesty  may  prompt  you  to 
decline  so  important  an  Office  as  that,  into  which  you  are  elected,  yet  he  hath  so  good  an  opinion  of  your 
Integrity,  Diligence,  and  Sufficiency,  for  executing  the  highest  Trust,  that  his  Majesty  is  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  Choice  the  House  of  Commons  have  made,  and  doth  allow  and  confirm  you  to  be  their  Speaker. 

Then  MR.  SPEAKER  said, 

It  is  my  Duty,  Sir,  to  submit  myself  to  your  Majesty’s  Pleasure,  and  no  longer  to  decline  that  Service,  which 
your  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  think  me  capable  of  undertaking. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  with  my  most  dutiful  Acknowledgments  to  your  Majesty,  for  this  Mark  of  your  Royal  Grace 
and  Favour,  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  my  utmost  Endeavours  faithfully  to  discharge  this  Trust  to  the  best 
of  my  small  Abilities  ;  and  if  I  fail  not  in  Uprightness  of  Heart,  and  Zeal  for  your  Majesty’s  and  the  public 
Service,  I  intirelv  rely  upon  your  Majesty’s  Goodness  to  pardon  all  my  Failings,  and  involuntary  Errors,  at 
least  that  they  may  not  be  imputed  to  your  faithful  Commons.  That  they.  Sir,  may  be  the  better  enabled  to 
perform  their  Duty  to  your  Majesty  and  their  Country  ;  I  do,  in  their  name,  and  on  their  Behalf,  by  humble 
Petition  to  your  Majesty,  lay  claim  to  all  their  ancient  Rights  and  Privileges,  particularly,  that  their  Persons, 
their  Servants,  and  Estates,  may  be  free  from  Arrests,  Suits,  and  all  Molestation  :  That  they  may  have  Liberty 
of  Speech,  for  the  better  Management  of  their  Debates  ;  Access  to  your  Royal  Person  on  all  seasonable  Occasions  ; 
and  that  their  Proceedings  may  receive  from  vour  Majesty  the  most  favourable  Interpretation. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  receiving  further  Directions  from  his  Majesty,  said, 

MR.  SPEAKER, 

The  King  hath  the  greatest  Confidence  in  the  Duty  and  affection  of  this  House  of  Commons,  to  his  Person 
and  Government,  and  in  the  Wisdom,  Temper,  and  Prudence,  which  will  accompany  all  their  Proceedings  ; 
and  his  Majesty  doth  readily,  and  willingly  grant  and  allow  them  all  their  Privileges,  in  as  full  and  ample  a 
Manner,  as  they  have  at  any  time  been  granted  and  allowed  by  any  of  his  Royal  Predecessors..  As  to  that 
Part  of  your  Request,  which  personally  relates  to  yourself,  that  you  may  enter  into  this  weighty  Office  with 
proper  Confidence  and  Satisfaction,  I  am  commanded  by  His  Majesty  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  will  make  the 
most  favourable  Construction  of  all  your  Words  and  Actions. 

The  House  being  returned, 

MR.  SPEAKER  repeated,  that  the  House  had  attended  his  Majesty  in  the  House  of  Peers,  where  his  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  approve  the  Choice  they  had  made  of  him,  to  be  their  Speaker  ;  and  to  grant  and  allow  to  them, 
upon  Petition  of  Claim,  made  by  him  to  his  Majesty,  in  the  Name,  and  on  the  Behalf  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
for  that  Purpose,  all  their  ancient  Rights  and  Privileges  in  as  ample  and  beneficial  a  Manner,  as  ever  they  were 
enjoyed  by  any  of  their  Predecessors  :  Particularly,  that  they  themselves,  their  Servants,  and  Estates,  should 
be  free  from  Arrests,  and  all  other  Molestation  ;  that  they  should  enjoy  Freedom  of  Speech  in  their  Debates  ; 
and  have  Liberty  of  Access  to  his  Royal  Person,  when  Occasion  should  require  it. 

And  then  MR.  SPEAKER  said. 

And  now,  I  must  beg  Leave  to  repeat  my  best  Acknowledgments  to  the  House,  for  the  undeserved  Honour, 
which  they  have  thus  conferred  upon  me.  The  best  Return  in  my  Power  to  make  them,  is  to  assure  them  of 
my  earnest  Endeavours  faithfully  to  discharge  this  Trust  ;  at  least  they  shall  ever  find  in  me  a  true  Zeal  for 
their  Honour  and  Service,  Uprightness  of  Intention,  unbiassed  Impartiality,  and  a  due  Respect  to  every  Member 
of  the  House.  On  these  conditions,  I  may  venture  to  ask,  and  have  no  Doubt  of  obtaining,  their  Pardon  and 
Indulgence  for  all  involuntary  Errors,  and  their  Aid  and  Assistance  in  correcting  those  Errors. 

The  happy  Unanimity,  which  at  present  subsists  throughout  the  Kingdom  (and  which  I  pray  to  God  may 
continue)  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  caution  them  against  those  Heats  and  personal  Animosities,  which 
have  formerly  been  such  an  Impediment  to  Business,  and  such  an  Interruption  to  Debates. 


. 
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the ^ule^arid \h-ders^of w“ch..my  ^at  Predecessor  constantly  recommended  a  Compliance  with 
Oenflomnn  ii  tk  the  House,  make  it  equally  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  anything  on  the  subject  But 

Slat,""'  ThT;  wh„T  m°'  "f  I"TeStly  «*”  “  *akc  into  their  Co  J deration  tie  i!  C„C»ence 

After  which  Mr.  Speaker  put  the  house  in  mind,  that  the  first  Thing  to  be  done,  was  to  take  the  Oaths  anrf 
W  r^uirS  °r,be  ,h<!  DeClarati0,‘'  ^  ‘°  “*  ™bsCTibe  ^  <*  Allegiaoce° ai^  Qualification ^by 

fcr-Tn  Speaker  firsfc  aIone’  standing  upon  the  Upper  Step  of  the  Chair,  took  the  said  first 
mentioned  Oaths,  and  made  and  subscribed  the  said  Declaration  and  took  and  subscribed  the  said  oath  \  f 

QuSSoST64  m  ‘°  the  C'erk  °f  the  HOUSe  a“  ACC0Unt  °'  “3  toot  and  subscribed 

him  Tfra!  °thf  J'e,nb<!”  took  the  said  first-mentioned  Oaths,  and  made  and  subscribed  the 
^  l  ^nd,t°°k  and  subscribed  the  said  oath  of  Abjuration  :  And  such  of  the  said  Members  as  are 

subs^e  theTath^f  Q Z  V°  Tv®***  *  ^  ^  “  Acc°unt  °f  their  Qualification,  and  toTake  and 
subscribe  the  Oath  of  Qualification,  delivered  in  such  Account,  and  took  and  subscribed  the  said  Oath  accordingly. 


And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  To-morrow  morning.  Nine  of  the  Clock. 
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There  is  probably  no  person  occupying  one  of  the  highest  positions  of  State  in  the  land  who 
offers  less  material  for  biography  than  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  As  an  illustrious 
successor  in  his  Chair,  Speaker  Lowther  (Viscount  Ulls water),  has  well  said  :  “  The  Speaker  has 
no  secrets  to  reveal  or  to  suggest.  His  daily,  or  nightly  work,  is  done  in  the  face  of  all. 
There  is  nothing  hidden  from  the  public  gaze.”  The  Speaker  lays  aside  a  great  part  of  his 
individuality  upon  taking  his  seat  in  the  Chair.  He  becomes  the  servant  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  its  spokesman,  who  but  on  rare  occasions  can  utter  a  private  opinion  of  his  own. 
Party  politics  must  be  laid  aside,  for  the  Speaker  is  the  representative  of  the  whole  House  of 
Commons.  Even  in  letter-writing  a  Speaker  cannot  without  risk  to  his  position  of  public  confi¬ 
dence  express  himself  freely  upon  politics  or  persons.  Whereas  other  great  officers  of  state  enjoy 
a  considerable  amount  of  patronage,  the  Speaker  has  none  to  dispose  of,  other  than  his  official 
staff  and  his  personal  servants.  On  the  other  hand  his  personal  influence  carried  such  weight 
in  former  days  that  the  Speaker  became  a  channel,  much  used  by  his  friends  and  supjjorters, 
to  say  nothing  of  his  family,  through  which  claims  of  patronage  were  pressed  on  other  better 
placed  statesmen.  To  this  the  correspondence  of  Sir  John  Oust,  as  Speaker,  bears  ample 
testimony. 

During  the  thirty-four  years  which  Arthur  Onslow  occupied  the  Speaker's  chair,  but  few 
events  disturbed  the  surface  of  the  House  of  Commons  or  provided  any  material  for  a  future 
biographer.  So  long  had  Onslow  occupied  the  Chair  with  imperturbable  dignity  that  he 
had  become  something  of  a  tradition.  His  resignation  and  the  accession  of  a  new  and  a  young 
King  marked  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  England  and  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
particular.  Sir  John  Cust  was  called  upon  to  occupy  the  Chair  during  a  period  of  transition, 
during  which  personalities  developed  themselves  with  greater  vehemence  and  quicker  rapidity 
than  under  the  stern  regime  of  Arthur  Onslow  and  the  obdurate  and  calculated  dulness  of 
the  first  two  Georges  on  the  throne.  The  House  of  Commons  over  which  Sir  John  Cust  was 
called  upon  to  preside  in  November,  1761,  was  a  very  different  body  from  that  of  which  Arthur 
Onslow  had  taken  so  dignified  a  leave  in  the  preceding  March.  It  has  been  well  described  as 
a  parliament  not  of  parties  but  of  factions.  William  Pitt,  who  had  earned  for  himself  most 
justly  a  reputation  as  the  saviour  of  his  country,  found  himself  confronted  with  a  young 
Sovereign  of  rather  decided  views,  backed  by  a  Minister  whose  influence  and  power  excited 
the  greatest  jealousy  and  in  some  quarters  active  hostility.  The  Earl  of  Bute  enjoys  an 
unenviable  fame  in  the  history  of  British  politics,  one  which  was  apparently  unmerited,  due 
to  circumstances  not  entirely  of  his  own  making,  though  to  some  extent  to  his  own  character 
and  temperament. 

During  the  violence  of  the  controversy  which  raged  around  the  Earl  of  Bute  and  the 
Princess  of  Wales  and  through  them  about  the  young  King,  George  III.,  all  persons  who  were 
supposed  to  be  attached  to  the  party  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  were  exposed  to  malevolent  attacks 
on  their  personal  character,  while  political  opponents,  such  as  Horace  Walpole,  from  whom 
so  much  of  the  history  of  this  date  is  derived,  could  allow  no  virtue  or  even  reasonable  merit 
in  any  action  of  Lord  Bute  and  his  friends.  Sir  John  Cust,  one  of  the  most  independent  members 
in  the  House,  did  not  escape  the  charge  of  being  the  Earl  of  Bute’s  nominee,  whereas  he  had 
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incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  by  his  resignation  of  his  post  in  the  Princess's 
household,  when  that  household  came  under  the  control  of  the  Earl  of  Bute.  On  the  other 
hand  the  young  King,  who  had  known  Sir  John  Oust  since  his  early  boyhood  days,  always 
treated  the  new  Speaker  with  affectionate  regard,  although  there  is  not  the  slightest  trace 
of  any  ro\al  influence  in  the  choice  of  Speaker.  It  must  therefore  have  given  Sir  John  Gust 
special  pleasure  that,  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  his  first  duty  outside  the  regular 
routine  of  the  Chair  was  to  present  in  person  to  the  King  in  the  presence  of  the  Queen  for  the 
Royal  Assent  to  a  Bill  containing  “  An  Act  for  enabling  His  Majesty  to  make  provision  for 
supporting  the  Dignity  of  the  Queen,  in  case  She  shall  survive  His  Majestv.” 

The  speeches  delivered  by  Sir  John  Gust  as  Speaker  were  carefully  prepared  no  doubt 
beforehand,  including  the  short  speech  made  by  the  Speaker  on  presenting  this  Bill  to  the 
King,  and  the  drafts  were  carefully  preserved  by  him.* 

A  survey  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  November,  1761,  might  have  revealed  to  a  clairvoyant 
the  sources  of  the  trouble  and  unrest  which  marked  the  proceedings  in  Parliament  during  the 
next  ten  years.  William  Pitt,  the  great  Commoner,  was  still  the  most  conspicuous  member 
of  the  House,  smarting  in  anger  from  his  dismissal  by  the  King  and  from  his  supersession  bv 
the  upstart  Earl  of  Bute.  Remarkable  among  the  members  for  his  height,  his  wit,  and  his 
reputation  as  a  fashionable  rake,  was  John  Wilkes,  Member  for  Aylesbury,  as  vet  better  known 
m  social  than  in  political  circles,  the  friend,  neighbour  and  protege  of  the  Grenville  family, 
and  a  devoted  admirer  of  William  Pitt.  Another  conspicuous  new  member  was  Colonel  Isaac 
Barre,  big  and  swarthy  with  a  bullet  in  his  cheek,  received  while  fighting  with  Wolfe  at  Quebec. 
Barre  was  a  vehement  orator,  with  a  wealth  of  invective  which  would  have  been  a  trial  to 
the  authority  of  any  Speaker,  and  proved  so  to  Sir  John  Cust.  Among  other  members,  who 
were  to  make  themselves  notorious  in  debate,  was  William  Beckford,  Member  for  the  City 
of  London,  soon  to  enter  upon  a  somewhat  turbulent  career  as  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  The 
opening  days  of  the  Speaker’s  first  session  were  full  of  omen  for  the  future.  Wilkes  at  once 
commenced  his  series  of  personal  attacks  on  Bute  by  criticising  the  King’s  speech  and  defending 
the  conduct  of  Pitt.  Beckford  delivered  a  tirade  on  foreign  affairs.  Peregrine  Cust,  the 
Speaker’s  brother,  the  member  for  Bishop's  Castle  and  a  Director  of  the  African  Company, 
replied  to  Beckford,  and  drew  on  himself  the  ire  of  the  great  Pitt  himself.  The  Militia,  the 
employment  of  troops  in  Germany,  the  projected  war  with  Spain,  and  the  peace  with  France, 
which  the  King  and  the  Earl  of  Bute  were  desirous  of  promoting,  were  all  in  turn  the  subject 
of  heated  debate.  Grenville  spoke  in  bitter  opposition  to  Pitt,  Later  on  Barre  earned  dis¬ 
tinction  by  an  attack  on  Pitt  in  language  of  such  violence  as  to  astonish  and  shock  the  House. 
As  no  system  of  reporting  speeches  had  as  yet  been  adopted,  a  great  part  of  this  debate  has 
been  lost  to  posterity.  Much  good  work,  in  which  Sir  John  Cust  had  as  a  private  member 
taken  a  considerable  part,  had  been  done  in  editing  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses,  but  the 
House  of  Commons  was  still  jealous  of  its  privilege  of  carrying  on  its  debates  nominally  in 
private  session.  These  debates  and  events  belong  to  the  history  of  the  country  rather  than 
to  the  biography  of  the  Speaker,  but  it  is  important  to  point  out  again  that  from  the  very  outset 
Sir  John  Cust  was  called  upon  to  preside  over  an  assembly  very  different  in  character  and 
behaviour  from  that  of  the  previous  twenty  or  thirty  years.  Barre,  for  instance,  a  new-comer 
to  the  House  and  ill-acquainted  with  its  forms,  introduced  the  name  of  the  King  in  attacking 
Pitt  ;  this  produced  an  acrimonious  discussion,  during  which  Pitt  even  remarked  to  Beckford 
in  an  audible  voice,  “  how  far  do  the  scalping  Indians  cast  their  tomahawks,”  while,  on  a 
member  giving  Barre  some  refreshment,  Charles  Townshend  said  they  should  feed  him  with 
raw  flesh.  It  was  indeed  no  easy  task  that  the  new  Speaker  had  to  take  in  hand.  On  July  14th, 
1762,  Sir  John  Cust  was  sworn  of  His  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  and  took  the  oath  and  also 


•  See  Appendix,  Chapter  VI. 
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his  seat  accordingly.*  Meanwhile  the  country  drifted  into  a  new  war  with  Spain,  which  was 
announced  to  Parliament  by  the  King  in  January,  1762.  In  the  following' May  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  was  pushed  out  of  his  office  and  the  Earl  of  Bute  became  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  Prime  Minister.  This  necessitated  a  further  change  of  officers,  as  George  Grenville  succeeded 
Bute  as  Secretary  of  State,  and  Sir  Francis  Dashw'ood,  to  his  and  everybody  else's  surprise, 
was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Earl  of  Egmont  had  obtained  his  lifelong  wish  and  had  worried  Bute  into  making 
him  an  English  peer,  after  which  he  subsided  into  obscurity  for  a  time,  his  gifts  as  an  orator 
and  as  a  debater  carrying  much  less  weight  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  King  and  the  new 
Prime  Minister  now  openly  began  to  work  for  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  in  which  they 
were  aided  by  Henry  Fox,  Pitt's  chief  rival,  who  had  been  persuaded  by  Bute  to  succeed 
Grenville  as  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Peace  was  concluded  in  the  following  December, 
and  although  it  was  very  unpopular  at  the  time,  subsequent  events  have  shown  that  on  this- 
occasion  the  much  abused  Earl  of  Bute  Was  a  saner  and  better  guide  to  the  nation  than  the 
great  Commoner  himself.  The  debate  upon  the  peace  was  noteworthy  for  the  famous  scene  on 
December  9th,  1762,  a  scene  w'hich  helps  to  illustrate  the  difficult  task  laid  upon  the  Speaker 
in  this  parliament,  and  one  which  even  the  thirty  years’  experience  and  imperturbable  gravity 
of  Speaker  Onslow  might  have  failed  to  let  pass  with  equanimity.  Mr.  Pitt  was  ill  with  the 
gout,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  he  coidd  attend  in  his  place.  The  debate  had  just  begun,  when 
the  House  was  alarmed  by  a  shout  from  without.  Horace  Walpole  describes  the  scene  : 

“  The  doors  opened,  and  at  the  head  of  a  large  acclaiming  concourse  was  seen  Mr.  Pitt 
borne  in  the  arms  of  his  servants,  who,  setting  him  down  within  the  bars,  he  crawled  by  the 
help  of  a  crutch,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some  few  friends,  to  his  seat  ;  not  without  the  sneers 
of  some  of  Fox’s  party.  In  truth  there  was  a  mixture  of  the  very  solemn  and  the  theatric 
in  this  apparition.  The  moment  was  so  well-timed,  the  importance  of  the  man  and  his  services, 
the  languor  of  his  emaciated  countenance,  and  the  study  bestowed  upon  his  dress,  were  circum¬ 
stances  that  struck  solemnity  into  a  patriot  mind,  and  did  a  little  furnish  ridicide  to  the 
hardened  and  insensible.  He  was  dressed  in  black  velvet,  his  legs  and  thighs  wTapped  in  flannel, 
his  feet  covered  with  buskins  of  black  cloth,  and  his  hands  with  thick  gloves.”  He  spoke 
at  once  but  not  at  length,  and  it  was  not  until  the  question  of  the  King's  prerogative  was  raised 
that  he  spoke  at  length.  He  spoke,  in  spite  of  his  feeble  state,  for  three  hours  and  twenty-five 
minutes,  this  prolixity  and  his  weak  health  rendering  his  speech  less  effective  than  usual. 
Moreover  he  did  not  further  the  cause  of  the  Opposition,  for  which  he  was  expected  to  make 
this  oration,  but  left  them  in  the  lurch.  At  the  close  of  his  speech  Pitt  quitted  the  house, 
without  waiting  to  hear  Fox’s  reply,  and  was  received  with  cheers  by  the  mob  assembled  outside. 
The  debate  therefore  resulted  in  a  complete  triumph  for  Bute,  Fox,  and  the  Court  party. 

The  accession  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  to  supreme  power  called  into  existence  a  power  which 
up  to  this  date  had  been  dormant,  or  at  least  of  ephemeral  importance,  the  political  power  of 
the  Press.  The  Whig  party  had  been  supported  by  a  ponderous  yet  rather  effective  periodical 
publication,  entitled  ‘  The  Monitor,’  which  after  the  defeat  of  the  Whigs  attacked  Bute  and 

*  At  the  COURT  of  ST.  JAMES’S 
the  14th  of  JULY  1762 

PRESENT  \ 

The  KING’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY  IN  COUNCIL. 


This  day  the  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  SIR  JOHN  CUST  BARONET,  SPEAKER  of  the  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS,  was  by  HIS  MAJESTY’S  COMMAND,  SWORN  of  HIS  MAJESTY’S  MOST  HONOURABLE 
PRIVY  COUNCIL  and  TOOK  his  PLACE  at  the  BOARD  accordingly. 

W.  SHARPE. 


(Copy  of  Privy  Councillor’s  oath  annexed.) 
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the  Tory  government.  One  of  the  writers  was  Wilkes,  who  started  in  its  pages  the  press 
eampaign  against  Bute  and  the  Princess  of  Wales.  Bute,  in  defence  of  his  administration, 
replied  with  a  periodical  entitled  ‘  The  Briton.’  Wilkes,  quick  to  see  opportunities  laid  open 
to  him,  started  a  new  periodical  with  the  title  ‘  The  North  Briton,’  a  direct  and  undisguised 
attack  on  Bute  as  a  Scotchman,  leading  in  due  course  to  a  repetition  of  the  scandalous  and 
unfounded  charges  against  the  King's  mother,  thereby  incurring  the  extreme  displeasure  of 
the  King  himself.  This  periodical,  in  which  wit,  truth,  scurrility,  and  libel  were  blended 
skilfully  by  the  united  cleverness  of  Wilkes  and  his  ally,  Charles  Churchill,  caught  the  ear  of 
the  public,  already  influenced  against  the  King  by  his  treatment  of  William  Pitt,  and  pro¬ 
duced  a  riotous  outbreak  against  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Princess  of  Wales.  ‘  The  North 
Briton  ’  continued  at  intervals  its  career  of  vituperation  in  the  guise  of  popular  feeling  until 
it  culminated  through  the  famous  No.  45  in  a  series  of  events  which  brought  Wilkes  into  serious 
conflict  not  only  with  the  King  but  with  Parliament  itself,  and  shook  the  whole  fabric  of  the 
Constitution.  Wilkes  was  by  no  means  an  unpopular  member  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  had  some  powerful  friends,  besides  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple,  even  among  members  of  the  Tory 
government,  such  as  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  a  boon  companion  in  profligacy.  Sir  John  Cust 
seems  to  have  been  on  friendly  terms  with  Wilkes,  although,  by  virtue  of  his  high  office,  he 
became  an  unwilling  victim  of  the  Parliamentary  disorder  which  ensued  shortly  after.  Both 
as  Speaker  and  as  private  neighbour  in  Downing  Street,  Sir  John  Cust  must  have  been  fully 
cognizant  of  the  events  in  Great  George  Street,  which,  apparently  of  little  interest  in  them¬ 
selves,  were  charged  with  so  much  historical  importance.  It  is  possible  that  even  the  political 
uproar  caused  by  ‘  The  North  Briton  ’  might  have  burnt  itself  out,  had  not  the  furnace  been 
further  heated  by  Wilkes’s  indefensible  action  in  printing  at  his  house  in  Great  George  Street 
the  ‘  Essay  on  Woman,’  an  obscene  parody  on  Pope’s  ‘  Essay  on  Man,’  concocted  some  time 
before  by  Wilkes  and  his  boon  companion  the  brilliant  and  profligate  Thomas  Potter.  Potter 
had  been  in  his  earlier  days  at  the  University  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  friend  and 
colleague  of  Sir  John  Cust.  His  early  death  in  1759  had  cut  short  a  career  at  one  time  of 
brilliant  promise,  but  he  would  have  remained  unknown  to  fame  had  not  Wilkes  thrown  down 
a  challenge  to  Society  in  this  indecent  poem,  one  it  would  seem  of  many,  in  which  a  large 
share  was  credited  to  Thomas  Potter. 

The  unpopularity  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  was  further  increased  by  an  ill-judged  excise  imposed 
upon  cider  and  perry,  a  harmless  tax  in  itself,  for  it  only  affected  certain  vested  interests  in 
the  western  counties,  the  representatives  of  which  made  every  use  of  the  Government's  un¬ 
popularity.  It  seems  now  fairly  clear  that  so  far  from  clinging  to  an  office,  which  he  had  never 
really  desired,  the  Earl  of  Bute  had  for  some  time  obtained  the  King's  reluctant  consent  to 
his  leaving  office  as  soon  as  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  France  and  Spain  was  signed,  which  took 
place  in  Paris  on  February  10th,  1763.  Pleading  apparently  quite  genuine  reasons  of  ill-health 
and  also  the  risk  to  his  Sovereign  involved  in  his  own  unpopularity,  Bute  resigned  office  in 
April,  1763,  and  was  succeeded  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  by  George  Grenville.  The  storm, 
which  had  been  raised  by  Wilkes  about  the  person  of  Bute,  was  just  about  to  burst,  although 
its  chief  object  was  now  removed  from  personal  attack.  The  storm  indeed  burst  upon  a  startled 
and  unprepared  Parliament. 

Parliament  had  risen  in  April  a  few  days  after  the  exciting  news  of  the  Earl  of  Bute’s 
resignation.  During  the  recess  there  took  place  that  series  of  events  concerning  John  Wilkes 
and  his  printed  publications,  which  ended  in  making  Wilkes  a  popular  hero  and  ‘  Wilkes  and 
Liberty  ’  a  war  cry  arousing  passions,  which  affected  the  Crown,  the  Parliament,  and  indeed 
the  whole  nation.  The  Government,  while  taking  most  justifiable  action  to  defend  the  King 
in  person  and  the  Constitution  from  the  insolent  and  dangerous  attacks  by  Wilkes,  unfortunately 
took  one  false  step  after  another,  and  involved  themselves  in  an  unprecedented  and  most 
indecorous  controversy  relating  to  the  privileges  of  Parliament. 
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The  Speaker,  when  not  in  the  Chair,  has  next  to  no  power  of  political  action,  and  therefore 
these  early  acts  in  the  comedy  of  .John  Wilkes  versus  the  King  and  the  Government  were  not 
the  immediate  concern  of  Sir  John  Gust  except  officially  as  Speaker,  to  whom,  as  in  duty  bound, 
Edward  Weston,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  communicated  the  fact  of  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  John  Wilkes,  having  been  committed  to  the  Tower  under  a  warrant  from  the 
Earls  of  Halifax  and  Egremont.  principal  Secretaries  of  State.  This  was  but  a  formal  procedure, 
although,  as  the  House  of  Commons  was  not  sitting,  no  actual  message  could  be  delivered 
to  the  House  from  the  King  until  the  beginning  of  a  new  session. 

Sir  John  Cust  to  Edward  Weston.* 

Downing  Street, 

April  30,  1763. 

I  thought  it  might  be  necessary  to  keep  a  short  Memorandum  of  the  Message  which  you  brought 
me  this  day  from  the  Earls  of  Halifax  and  Egremont,  therefore  as  soon  as  you  left  me,  I  put  down 
in  writing  the  material  things  that  passed  between  us  in  relation  to  Mr.  Wilkes’  Commitment  to 
the  Tower.  I  have  inclosed  it  for  your  perusal  that  if  there  is  any  Mistake  between  us  it  may  be 
rectify’d. 

The  memorandum  referred  to,  dated  as  above,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker,  was  as  follows  : — 

Edward  Weston,  Esq  :  came  to  me  this  day  from  the  Earls  of  Halifax  and  Egremont,  His  Majesty’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  acquainted  me,  that  full  proof  had  been  made,  that  Mr.  Wilkes, 
a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  was  Author  of  a  Libel  called  the  North  Briton  published  on 
Saturday,  April  23rd,  and  that  he  had  carried  the  same  Libel  to  the  Press  in  order  to  be  printed ; 
that  he  had  refused  to  make  any  answers  touching  the  said  Libel,  and  that  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower,  the  offence  being  a  Breach  of  the  Peace,  to  which  Privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend. 

Mr.  Weston  further  told  me,  by  order  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  that  if  the  Parliament  had 
been  sitting.  His  Majesty  would  have  immediately  acquainted  the  House  of  Commons  with 
Mr.  Wilkes’  Commitment,  and  Mr.  Weston  added  that  he  wras  fully  persuaded  that  the  King  would 
send  a  Message  to  that  purpose  on  the  first  day  of  next  Session,  but  that  in  the  meantime  he  was 
ordered  to  acquaint  me  with  what  had  been  done.  To  this  I  answered  that  I  was  very  sensible 
of  His  Majesty's  tender  regard  for  the  Privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  I  conceiv'd  did 
not  extend  to  a  Breach  of  the  Peace  ;  and  that  I  hoped  such  a  Message  as  Mr.  Weston  mentioned,, 
would  be  sent  to  the  House  on  the  first  day  of  next  Session. 


E.  Weston  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

May  1,  1763. 

I  only  beg  to  observe  that  what  is  said  of  the  King’s  Intention  that  was  no  part  of  my  Message  : 
But  upon  your  saying  to  me  at  parting,  that  you  hoped  such  a  message  would  be  sent  the  first  day 
of  next  Session  I  assum’d  that  it  wTould  without  doubt  be  done,  or  to  that  effect.  The  Truth  is 
that  I  understood  it  to  be  a  Thing  of  Course  but  had  no  Orders  to  declare  it  as  an  Intention  of  His 
Majesty.  If  you  think  of  producing  the  paper,  of  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  send  me  a 
Copy,  I  beg  a  small  alteration  in  that  Part,  and  the  rather,  because,  at  the  time  when  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  sent  to  you,  the  Secretarys  of  State  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  King 
since  the  Commitment  of  Mr.  Wilkes  to  the  Towrer. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Edward  Weston. 

May  1,  1763. 

I  thought  it  necessary  to  put  down  in  writing  what  had  passed  ;  quite  ready  to  rectify  statement 
in  memorandum. 

*  Hist.  MSS.  Commission,  10th  Report,  1885.  Papers  of  Charles  Fleetwood  Weston  Underwood,  Esq. 
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The  Earl  of  Halifax  told  Edward  Weston  that  he  was  well  satisfied  with  what  passed 
between  the  Speaker  and  him.  The  Earl  of  Egremont  died  on  August  22nd  following,  before 
the  meeting  of  Parliament.  There  is  no  trace  of  these  events  in  Sir  John  s  own  corre¬ 
spondence  at  Belton,  but  at  this  date  the  letters  which  have  survived  are  very  few  in 
number,  and  for  some  months  there  are  none  at  all.  This  was  probably  due  to  an  agreement 
with  his  family  that  the  Speaker  should  be  spared  correspondence  so  far  as  possible. 

Parliament,  which  had  been  summoned  for  September  6th,  was  prorogued  till  October  11th, 
and  on  that  day  again  till  November  15th,  on  each  occasion  Mr.  Speaker  being  absent  in  the 
•country.  It  was  known  beforehand  that  immediately  upon  the  meeting  of  Parliament  a 
question  would  be  raised  as  to  grave  constitutional  controversy  between  the  Ministry  and  an 
Opposition,  which  for  political  purpose  had  adopted  Wilkes  as  a  hero  and  a  champion.  W  ilkes 
had  returned  from  Paris  at  the  end  of  September  and  every  movement  of  his  was  noted  by 
the  Government  and  in  the  press.  In  the  Grenville  Papers  it  is  stated  that  on  Wednesday, 
November  9th,  “  Mr.  Wilkes  went  out  this  day  in  his  chair  at  half  an  hour  after  twelve  to 
Sir  John  Cust’s,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  stayed  three  quarters  of  an  hour  ; 
from  thence  he  went  to  Mr.  Thornton's,  stayed  near  an  hour  ;  from  thence  home.  The 
object  of  his  visit  to  the  Speaker  has  not  been  disclosed,  but  it  probably  related  to  the 
procedure  Wilkes  intended  to  adopt  on  the  Speaker  taking  the  Chair  on  November  15th. 
The  House  of  Commons  met  in  due  course  on  that  day  and  in  anticipation  of  a  scene 
there  was  a  crowded  attendance  of  members.  After  some  new  members  had  been  sworn 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  was  about  to  declare  the  Session  open,  in  readiness  for  the  Message 
from  the  King,  which  the  Prime  Minister,  George  Grenville,  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  rose 
from  his  seat  to  read.  Before  he  could  begin,  John  Wilkes  had  risen  from  his  seat  and  com¬ 
plained  to  the  Speaker  of  a  breach  of  privilege.  The  Speaker  stated  that  no  discussion  could 
take  place  according  to  precedent,  until  a  Bill  had  been  presented  and  read.  The  Speaker  s 
ruling  was,  in  this  case,  ignored,  because  at  once  an  acrimonious  discussion  ensued  between 
Pitt  and  the  Whig  leaders  on  the  one  side  and  the  so-called  King  s  friends  on  the  other,  which 
lasted  about  five  hours,  ending  in  a  complete  defeat  of  Wilkes  s  supporters.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  then  rose  and  informed  the  House  that  "he  was  commanded  by  the  King 
to  acquaint  the  House  that  His  Majesty  having  received  Information  that  John  Wilkes  Esquire 
a,  member  of  this  House,  was  the  Author  of  a  most  seditious  and  dangerous  Libel  published 
since  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  ;  he  had  caused  the  said  John  Wilkes  Esquire  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  and  secured,  in  order  to  his  being  tried  for  the  same  by  due  Course  of  Law  :  and  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  discharged  out  of  Custody  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  upon  an  account 
of  his  Privilege  as  a  Member  of  this  House. .  . .  In  this  Situation  His  Majesty  being  desirous 
to  shew  all  possible  attention  to  the  Privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  every  Instance 
wherein  they  can  be  supposed  to  be  concerned  ;  and  at  the  same  Time  thinking  it  of  the  utmost 
Importance  not  to  suffer  the  Public  Justice  of  the  Kingdom  to  be  eluded,  has  chosen  to  direct 
the  said  Libel,  and  also  copies  of  the  Examinations  upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  appointed 
and  secured  to  be  laid  before  the  House  for  their  consideration.'" 

A  humble  address  to  His  Majesty  was  then  voted,  and  after  the  papers  referred  to  had  been 
read,  Lord  North  followed  with  a  motion  stigmatising  the  notorious  ‘  North  Briton,  No.  45, 
as  a  false,  scandalous  and  seditious  libel  and  an  insult  to  the  King.  This  started  a  debate,  or 
rather  a  wrangle  over  words,  which  lasted  for  eight  hours  until  two  o  clock  in  the  morning, 
when  on  a  division  being  taken  Lord  North  s  motion  was  carried  by  273  votes  to  111  and  the 
No.  45  was  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  Common  Hangman.  During  this  long  debate  \\  illiam 
Pitt,  among  others,  rose  constantly  to  his  feet,  as  did  W  ilkes,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  and  other 
members,  culminating  in  an  impassioned  speech  by  Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  M.P.  for  Camelford, 
to  whom  special  allusion  had  been  made  in  the  No.  45,  attacking  the  writer  of  this  article  as 
a  cowardly  rascal,  a  villain  and  a  scoundrel.  During  this  whole  long  sitting  the  Speaker  had 


. 

. 

•  • 


SIR  JOHN  GUST,  BART. 


69 


been  unable  to  leave  the  Chair,  and  his  efforts  to  maintain  the  Orders  of  the  House  and  to 
control  the  angry  passions  aroused  were  of  no  account. 

Meanwhile,  at  the  same  time  as  this  debate  round  John  Wilkes  and  ‘  The  North  Briton 
was  taking  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  House  of  Lords  was  receiving  from  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich  an  account  of  the  indecent  and  blasphemous  poem,  the  ‘  Essay  on  Woman,  which, 
whether  it  had  been  written  by  Wilkes  himself  or  by  Thomas  Potter,  or  by  both  in  conjunction, 
Wilkes  had  with  shameless  audacity  printed  at  his  private  printing-press  in  Great  George 
Street.  Only  two  peers  were  found  to  make  any  defence  of  Wilkes,  and  this  printed  paper 
was  declared  to  be  a  most  scandalous,  obscene,  and  impious  libel.  Wilkes  therefore  found 
himself  tried  and  condemned  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on  the  same  day,  while  the  charge 
of  blasphemy  and  indecency  alienated  from  him  personally  some  influential  persons,  like 
William  Pitt,  who  for  political  reasons  had  been  ready  to  give  him  their  support. 

Two  events,  however,  occurred  immediately,  which  postponed  any  immediate  action  on 
any  side.  After  the  attack  made  on  him  by  Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  Wilkes  the  next  morning  sent 
an  insulting  message  to  him,  which  resulted  inevitably  in  a  duel  w'ith  pistols  in  Hyde  Park. 
Wilkes  was  severely  wrounded  by  a  bullet  in  the  groin  and  for  a  fortnight  was  in  some  danger, 
chiefly  through  his  own  indiscretions.  He  was  for  this  reason  withdrawn  compulsorih  from 
the  scene  of  action.  On  Friday,  November  18th,  when  the  House  of  Commons  met,  the  (  lerk 
at  the  Table  informed  the  House  that  “  Mr.  Speaker  was  taken  ill  last  night  and  continued  much 
indisposed  :  but  not  being  able  conveniently  to  write,  he  had  directed  him  to  express  to  the 
House  his  Concern  that  he  was  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  attend  their  service,  but  hoped 
in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  return  to  his  Duty  ;  and  that  in  the  meantime,  he  submitted  it  to 
the  House  to  do  as  they  shall  think  proper.  And  thereupon  the  Clerk  (to  whom  those  who  spoke 
addressed  themselves  according  to  former  Practice  in  the  Absence  of  the  Speaker)  by  Direction 
of  the  House  put  the  Question  for  adjourning  the  House  till  Monday  morning  next,  nine  of 
the  clock. ...” 

Horace  Walpole,  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford  on  November.  18th,  alludes  to  this  event, 
saying  :  “  I  have  luckily  got  a  holiday,  and  can  continue  my  despatch  as  you  know  dinner 
time  is  my  chief  hour  of  business.  The  Speaker,  unlike  Mr.  Onslow  w’ho  was  immortal  in 
the  Chair,  is  taken  very  ill,  and  the  House  is  adjourned  to  Monday.  Wilkes  is  thought  in 
great  danger.” 

On  Monday,  November  21st,  the  House  being  met,  the  Clerk  at  the  Table  acquainted  the 
House  that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  the  Speaker  ;  which  he  read  to  the  House  ;  and  which 
is  as  followeth,  viz.  :• — 


Sm, — I  beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  pay  my  most  respectful  Compliments  to  the  House,  and  to 
express  to  them  my  very  great  concern,  that  the  public  Business  has  been  postponed  on  account 
of  my  Indisposition.  I  am  truly  sensible  of  their  kind  Indulgence  to  me  on  this  Occasion.  Tho’ 
I  find  myself  considerably  better  my  Physician  judges  it  very  hazardous  for  me  to  venture  out 
of  doors  to-day.  I  can  howrever  have  no  doubt  but  that  writh  the  further  Indulgence  of  the  OU!,e 
I  shall  be  able  to  attend  their  service  on  Wednesday  next. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

John  Oust. 

Downing  Street. 

Monday,  Nov.  21,  1763. 

To  Thomas  Tyrwhitt,  Esq. 


Whereupon  it  was  moved  that  the  House  would  adjourn  till  Wednesday  next,  Nine  of 
the  Clock. 

On  the  follow'ing  Wednesday  the  Speaker  again  took  the  Chair  and  returned  his  humble 
thanks  to  the  House  for  their  indulgence  to  him  during  his  indisposition. 


. 

U  ..  .  .  , 


70 


RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY. 


The  concurrent  illnesses  of  the  Speaker  and  Wilkes  postponed  further  action  against  the 
latter  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  and  to  some  extent  the  angry  passions  subsided.  It  is 
evident  that  it  was  not  due  to  the  wound  received  by  Wilkes,  as  Horace  Walpole  and  other 
writers  state,  that  the  discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  adjourned,  but  to  the  illness 
of  the  Speaker.  When  the  House  of  Commons  reassembled  on  November  23rd,  a  debate  was 
at  once  raised  upon  the  all-important  question  of  the  Privilege  of  Parliament.  The  question 
before  the  House  was  That  privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of  writing 
and  publishing  seditious  libels,  nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  obstruct  the  ordinary  course  of 
the  laws  in  the  speedy  and  effectual  prosecution  of  so  heinous  and  dangerous  an  offence. " 
A  debate  ensued  on  the  question  as  to  whether  Mr.  Wilkes  being  involved  personally,  ought 
not  to  be  present  during  the  debate.  On  a  division  being  taken  the  number  of  members  voting 
against  the  Government  and  through  them  against  the  King  was  substantially  increased. 

The  King,  who  wras  following  events  with  keen  interest,  was  excessively  amazed  at  this, 
especially  as  some  highly  respected  members,  such  as  General  Seymour  Conway,  had  voted 
against  the  Court  party.  Writing  to  George  Grenville  on  November  23rd,  the  Kin£  said  : 

The  Speaker  s  coming  on  Friday  will  be  equally  as  well,  as  his  attendance  at  the  House  is 
of  the  greatest  Importance.  I  am  sorry  so  many  acted  inconsistently  yesterday,  that  hurts 
us  in  some  degree  ;  and  the  breaking  the  Orders  of  the  House,  which  allows  each  Member  to 
speak  but  once,  and  to  make  an  explanation,  is  grown  to  be  a  constant  evil,  which,  if  not  put  a 
stop  to,  will  cause  long  debates  on  matters  that  formerly  an  hour  would  have  determined. ” 

On  November  24th  the  debate  was  resumed  and  lasted  till  two  in  the  morning,  marked  by 
two  disagreeable  episodes,  one  through  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  and  his  attack  on  Sir  John  Rushout, 
the  other  a  violent  attack  on  Lord  Temple,  who  was  present,  by  Mr.  Richard  Rigbv,  which 
provoked  as  violent  a  reply  from  Mr.  James  Grenville,  and  but  for  the  intervention  of  the 
House  might  have  ended  in  a  duel,  the  Speaker  not  escaping  criticism  for  having  again  allowed 
the  altercation  to  go  as  far  as  it  did  before  good  humour  was  restored.  By  a  majority  of 
nearly  twro  to  one  the  House  of  Commons  surrendered  one  of  its  cherished  privileges. 

This  defeat  in  the  House  of  Commons  might  have  been  a  final  rebuff  to  Wilkes  and  his 
supporters,  but  for  the  short-sightedness  of  the  Government  in  carrying  out  the  order  that  the 
‘  North  Briton,’  No.  45,  should  be  burned  by  the  hangman  at  Cheapside.  A  serious  mob  riot 
ensued,  during  which  the  Sheriffs  were  insulted  and  even  wrounded.  The  matter  was  duly 
reported  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  but  the  Ministry  w^as  unable  to  offer  any  real  satisfaction 
to  the  City  of  London  for  this  breach  of  peace  and  public  decorum.  From  Bingley's  Appendix 
to  ‘  The  North  Briton  ’  it  appears  that  on  Thursday  the  eighth  of  December  the  House  ordered 
their  thanks  to  the  Sheriffs  for  the  proper  spirit  and  vigour  with  which  they  had  conducted 
themselves  in  attempting  to  burn  ‘  The  North  Briton.’  Mr.  Alderman  Harley  being  in  the 
House,  the  Speaker  gave  him  the  thanks  of  the  House  in  a  very  florid  harangue,  wherein  he 
laments  the  not  having  had  more  time,  that  he  might  have  performed  that  duty  in  a  manner  more 
suitable  to  himself — to  which  compliment  Alderman  Harley  returned  as  solemn  a  replv. . . . 

The  popularity  of  Wilkes  was  further  increased  by  his  successful  action  against  Mr.  Robert 
Wood,  Under  Secretary  of  State,  for  trespass  in  Wilkes’s  house  and  seizing  his  papers,  with 
damages  of  one  thousand  pounds,  wdtile  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  failed  to  establish  that 
Wilkes  was  the  actual  writer  of  ‘  The  North  Briton,’  No.  45.  Other  events  also  tended  to 
excite  public  interest  in  favour  of  Wilkes,  especially  as  the  fact  of  his  being  wounded  in  a  duel 
invested  him  with  a  kind  of  mock  heroism.  The  House  of  Commons  was  further  embarrassed 
by  Wilkes  not  complying  with  an  order  from  the  Speaker  to  attend  in  his  place.  As  the  House 
doubted  his  word  as  to  his  recovery  from  his  wound,  although  he  was  attended  by  an  eminent 
and  highly  respected  physician,  Dr.  Richard  Brocklesbv,  they  ordered  a  special  commission 
of  medical  inquiry,  which  Wilkes  declined  to  receive.  While  the  Government  was  debating 
a  further  course  of  action  and  adjourned  for  the  Christmas  recess,  Wilkes  left  London  secretly 
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for  Paris  on  the  excuse  of  visiting  his  daughter  in  that  city,  although  really  it  was  a  dexterous 
move  to  embarrass  the  Government  still  further,  for  Wilkes,  as  Horace  Walpole  says,  preferre* 

France  to  martyrdom. 

Parliament  had,  however,  not  done  with  John  Wilkes,  and  was  not  disposed  to  pass  o\er 
the  insult  to  the  House  of  Commons  dealt  by  Wilkes  before  he  left  for  France.  He  was 
summoned  to  attend  in  the  House,  after  its  reassembling  on  January  19th,  1704,  when  it  was 
understood  beforehand  that  he  would  be  expelled  from  the  House.  On  January  11th  Wilkes 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  stating  that  his  wound  still  prevented  him  from  travelling  and 
enclosing  a  certificate  to  that  effect  from  two  French  medical  authorities.  To  this  the  Speaker 
returned  a  carefully  worded  and  courteous  reply  as  follows  : 


Sir, — I  rec<l  by  the  post  this  day  the  favor  of  your  letter  dated  from  the  Hotel  de  Saxe  at  Paris 
the  11th  instant  together  with  a  certificate  of  a  physician  and  Surgeon  both  u Inch  I  shall  accoidma 
to  your  desire  communicate  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday  next,  to  which  day  the  House 
is  adjourned  from  yesterday. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  the  account  which  you  give  of  your  Health,  and  am 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

John  Cust. 

To  John  Wilkes  Esq: 
at  Paris. 


On  Thursday,  January  19th,  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  attendance  of  John 
Wilkes,  Esq.,  in  his  place,  to  answer  a  charge  mentioned  in  an  order  of  this  House  of  Thursday 
the  first  day  of  December  last,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House,  “that  he,  upon  Tuesday 
last,  received  a  letter  by  the  general  post  from  Mr.  Wilkes,  dated  Paris  the  11th  instant,  mclosmg 
a  paper  in  the  French  language,  purporting  to  be  a  certificate  of  one  of  the  French  king  s 
physicians,  and  of  a  surgeon  of  the  said  King's  army,  relating  to  the  state  of  Mr.  W  ilkes  s  health, 
subscribed  with  two  names,  but  not  authenticated  before  a  notary  public,  nor  the  signature 
verified  in  any  manner  whatsoever.”  And  Mr.  Speaker  read  the  letter  to  the  House.  Later 
on  Wilkes  attacked  Sir  John  Cust  with  great  virulence  for  introducing  his  letter  to  the  House 
in  such  terms.  The  House  was,  however,  in  a  vindictive  mood,  and  after  various  motions  for 
adjournment  and  sitting  till  half-past  four  on  Friday  morning,  it  was  resolved  that  John  W  ilkes 
was  guilty  of  a  false,  scandalous,  and  seditious  libel,  and  further,  the  said  John  W  ilkes,  Esq.,  be 
for  his  said  offence  expelled  this  House.  The  next  day  a  new  writ  was  moved  for  Ayles  mn . 
This  was,  however,  bv  no  means  the  end  of  John  Wilkes.  For  the  remainder  of  this  session 
until  the  House  was  prorogued  on  April  19th,  Wilkes  dominated  the  House,  although  the  chief 
actor  in  this  drama  was  not  only  no  longer  a  member  of  the  House,  but  remained  absent  in 
France  for  the  next  three  or  four  years.  Day  after  day  the  House  wrangled  over  breaches  o 
privileges  and  the  legality  of  general  warrants.  The  Speaker  was  the  chief  sufferer  owing  to 

the  inordinate  length  of  the  debates.  . 

The  House  of  Lords  joined  the  fray  with  an  abortive  discussion  about  a  prosecution  of 

Wilkes  for  printing  the  ‘  Essay  on  Woman.’  The  main  debate  began  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  February  13th,  on  which  day  the  House  sat  till  midnight ;  the  next  day,  after  a  heated  deba  e, 
the  House  did  not  rise  till  seven  the  next  morning.  This  was  at  that  time  the  longest  sitting 
of  the  House  on  record.  During  all  these  long  hours  the  Speaker  never  left  the  Chair. 

Horace  Walpole  describes  this  famous  debate  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Hert  ore  sa\ing  . 
“  You  ought  to  be  witness  to  the  fatigue  I  am  suffering,  before  you  can  estimate  the  men 
I  have  in  being  writing  to  you  at  this  moment.  Cast  up  eleven  hours  in  the  House  of  C  ommons 
on  Monday,  and  above  seventeen  hours  yesterday— ay  seventeen  at  length-and  then  you  may 
guess  if  I  am  tired  !  nay  you  must  add  seventeen  hours  that  I  may  possibly  be  there  on  nc  ay , 


. 
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and  calculate  if  I  am  weary.  In  short  yesterday  was  the  longest  day  ever  known  in  the  House 
of  Commons — why  on  the  Westminster  election  at  the  end  of  my  father's  reign,  I  was  home 
by  six . . . .  ” 

Evidence  was  taken  against  Robert  Wood,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  against  Philip 
Carteret  Webb,  solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  and  against  the  messengers  employed  in  serving 
the  warrant  on  Wilkes.  Walpole  writes  :  “  I  have  heard  Garrick,  and  other  players,  give 
themselves  airs  of  fatigue  after  a  long  part — think  of  the  Speaker,  nay  think  of  the  clerks 
taking  most  correct  minutes  for  sixteen  hours  and  reading  them  over  to  every  witness  ;  and 
then  let  me  hear  of  fatigue.” 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  following  Friday  and  the  House  sat  till  five  o'clock  the 
next  morning.  Walpole  writes  again :  ‘‘If  you  had  seen  how  ill  we  looked,  you  could  not  have 
wondered  we  did  not  speak  well.  A  company  of  colliers  emerging  from  damps  and  darkness 
could  not  have  appeared  more  ghastly  and  dirty  than  we  did  on  Wednesday  morning,  and 
we  had  not  recovered  much  bloom  on  Friday.”  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  used  language,  of  which 
Walpole  writes  :  “  Had  old  Onslow  been  in  the  Chair,  I  believe  he  would  have  knocked  him 
down  with  the  mace.  He  did  hear  of  it  during  the  debate,  though  not  severely  enough  ;  but 
the  town  rings  with  it.”  “  At  last  Pitt,  who  had  three  times  in  the  debate  retired  with  pain, 
rose  about  three  in  the  morning,  but  so  languid,  so  exhausted,  that,  in  his  life  he  never  made 
less  figure.  Grenville  answered  him,  and  at  five  in  the  morning  we  divided.  The  Noes  were 
so  loud,  as  it  admits  a  deeper  sound  than  Aye,  that  the  Speaker,  who  has  got  a  bit  of  nose  since 
the  opposition  got  numbers,  gave  it  for  us.  They  went  forth;  and  when  I  heard  our  side  counted 
to  the  amount  of  218,  I  did  conclude  we  were  victorious  ;  but  they  returned  232."  “  You 

would  have  almost  laughed,”  writes  Walpole,  to  see  the  spectres  produced  by  both  sides  ; 
one  would  have  thought  that  they  had  sent  a  secret  warrant  for  Members  of  Parliament  into 
every  hospital.  Votes  were  brought  down  in  flannels  and  blankets,  till  the  floor  of  the  House 
looked  like  the  pool  of  Bethesda.  Tis  wonderful  that  half  of  us  are  not  dead — I  should  not 
say  us  ;  Herculean  /  have  not  suffered  the  least,  except  that  from  being  a  Hercules  of  ten 
grains,  I  don  t  believe  I  now  weigh  above  eight.  I  felt  from  nothing  so  much  as  the  noise, 
which  made  me  as  drunk  as  an  owl- — you  may  imagine  the  clamours  of  two  parties  so  nearly 
matched,  and  so  impatient  to  come  to  a  decision.”  Great  ladies  also  were  attracted  to  the 
scene  of  action.  Walpole  writes  :  “  The  Amazons  came  down  in  such  squadrons,  that  we 
were  forced  to  be  denied.  However  eight  or  nine  of  the  patriotesses  dined  in  one  of  the 
Speaker's  rooms  and  stayed  there  till  twelve — nay  worse,  while  their  dear  country  was  at 
stake,  I  am  afraid  they  were  playing  at  Loo  !  ” 

These  protracted  sittings  not  unnaturally  had  a  serious  effect  on  the  unfortunate  Speaker's 
health,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  at  this  time  the  seeds  were  laid  of  the  ill-health 
which  was  to  bring  his  career  to  a  premature  end.  Walpole  writes  to  Lord  Hertford 
on  February  24th  :  “  Since  that,  there  has  been  an  accidental  suspension  of  arms.  Not  only 
Mr.  Pitt  is  laid  up  with  the  Gout,  but  the  Speaker  has  it  too.  We  have  been  adjourned  till 
to-day,  and  as  he  is  not  recovered,  have  again  adjourned  till  next  Wednesday.”  Sir  John 
Cust  must  also  have  been  very  much  concerned  by  an  unusual  event  in  the  nature  of  a  fracas 
within  the  precincts  of  the  House,  caused  by  a  Lincolnshire  neighbour  and  acquaintance  of 
his,  Mr.  Thomas  Scrope,  who,  during  a  temporary  attack  of  insanity,  drew  his  sword  in  the 
Lobby  and  had  to  be  removed  by  force  into  proper  custody.  Before  the  Session  closed  George 
Grenville  introduced  on  March  9th,  1764,  his  famous  motion  for  imposing  certain  Stamp  duties 
on  various  minor  articles  of  commerce  in  the  American  *  Colonies,  a  measure  harmless  on  the 
face  of  it,  neither  unjust  nor  oppressive,  intended  to  benefit  the  Colonies  while  relieving  the 
Exchequer  at  home,  but  a  measure  which  produced  unexpected  results,  which  have  gone  far 
to  transform  the  history  of  the  civilized  world.  A  tired,  scantily  attended  Parliament  accepted 
the  Bill  with  hardly  any  criticism  and  little  attention  in  either  House. 
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Sir  John  Gust's  health  had  suffered  so  much  that  in  the  following  autumn  he  with  his  wife 
and  daughter  went  to  Spa,  in  order  to  get  more  special  treatment  for  his  gout.  W  e  hear  of 
his  travels  through  his  friend  Edward  Weston,  and  his  correspondence  with  Sir  James  Porter, 
the  British  Minister  at  Brussels.  From  these  letters  we  learn  that  Sir  John  Gust  was  at  Spa 
in  September,  whence  he  paid  a  visit  to  Holland  to  see  the  assembly  room  of  the  States  of 
Holland.  “  He  is  gone  to  Holland  from  Spa  to  see  the  room  the  States  assemble  in,  he  was 
pleased  with  what  he  saw  there  and  returns  to  Spa,  and  takes  this  on  his  way  home  he  picked 
up  the  gout  and  health  with  it,  he  can  stand  another  session.  His  friend.  Sir  George  Baker, 
wrote  to  Weston  on  October  13th  to  say,  “  I  expect  the  Speaker  every  day.  He  left  Spa  ten 
days  ago  ;  but  the  wind  has  been  in  his  teeth  and  it  has  been  high  enough  to  frighten  Ladies. 

On  the  same  day  Sir  James  Porter  wrote  from  Brussels  to  say,  “  Sir  John  Gust  pass  d 
here  and  family  all  well,  stal’d  but  a  night— The  Duke  of  Devonshires  Gorps  passd  on  with 
passport— air  and  exercise  did  Sir  John’s  business— the  water  finishd  the  Duke.  ’ 

Meanwhile  Sir  John's  cousin  and  friend,  the  Earl  of  Guilford,  then  residing  at  \\  alders  are 
near  Dover,  sent  a  cordial  invitation  to  Sir  John  to  stop  with  his  family  and  rest  at  Waldershare. 
Sir  John,  however,  having  been  delayed  two  days  by  contrary  winds  could  not  spare  the  time, 
and  pressed  on  his  journey’-  back  to  Downing  Street. 
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Mercurii,  2d  Die  Decembris. 

Anno  2d  Georgii  III  tii  Regis  1761. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Speaker,  this  Day,  upon  presenting  to  His  Majesty  the  Bill,  for  enabling  His  Majesty  to  make 
Provision  for  supporting  the  Royal  Dignity  of  the  Queen,  in  case  She  shall  survive  his  Majesty ;  when  it  passed 
the  Royal  Assent  : 

Most  gracious  Sovereign. 

It  has  been  the  first  Care  of  Your  faithful  Commons,  to  take  into  their  Consideration  what  Your  Majesty  most 
-affectionately  recommended  to  them  from  the  Throne,  namely  the  Enabling  Your  Majesty  to  make  that 
Provision  for  the  Queen  in  case  She  shall  survive  You,  to  which  Her  Royal  Dignity,  and  Her  own  Merit,  give 
Her  the  justest  Claim. 

On  such  an  Occasion,  I  should  ill  discharge  the  Trust,  which  has  lately  been  reposed  in  me  by  the  Commons, 
-and  most  graciously  confirmed  by  Your  Majesty,  if  I  omitted  to  assure  You,  that  they  feel  the  warmest  Sentiments 
of  Gratitude  to  Your  Majesty,  who  have  made  their  Happiness,  and  that  of  their  Posterity,  Your  principal 
Object :  Of  this  Your  Majesty  has  given  abundant  Proof,  by  your  Royal  Nuptials  with  a  Princess,  whose 
illustrious  Ancestors  were  early  Assertors  of  the  civil  and  religious  Liberties  of  Mankind  ;  and  in  Consequence, 
-closely  attached  to  Your  Majesty’s  Family  ;  a  Princess,  whom,  the  most  distinguished  Virtues,  and  amiable 
Endowments,  pointed  out  to  Your  Majesty’s  Choice,  and  made  the  Partner  of  the  brightest  Crown  in  Europe. 

I  cannot  but  esteem  it  a  very  singular  Honour  and  Happiness  to  myself,  that  the  first  Bill  which,  by  command 
-of  the  Commons,  I  present  to  Your  Majesty,  is  a  Bill  which  they  have  with  the  greatest  Zeal  and  Unanimity 
endeavoured  to  testify  their  Duty  to  Your  Majesty  and  Your  Royal  Consort  ;  and  that  it  is  no  less  acceptable 
to  Your  Majesty  than  to  Your  Commons,  and  all  whom  they  represent. 

But,  Sir,  though  they  have  passed  it  with  the  utmost  Expedition  which  their  Forms  allow,  yet  it  is  Matter 
of  real  Satisfaction  to  them,  that  they  can  entertain  the  most  pleasing  and  well  founded  Hope,  that  it  will  be 
a  long  Course  of  Years  before  it  can  have  any  Effect  ;  and  the  domestic  Happiness  of  the  Queen  is  so  inseparably 
connected  with  the  public  Interests  of  Your  People,  that,  on  the  Behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  as  well  as  of  every 
■Subject  of  your  Realm,  Your  faithful  Commons  will  never  cease  to  implore  the  Almighty,  that  he  will  be  pleased 
to  distinguish  this  Nation  by  his  Divine  Favour  and  Protection,  in  prolonging  Your  Majesty’s  happy  Reign 
beyond  no  ordinary  Date  ;  and  that,  if  ever  the  Provision  of  this  Bill  shall  become  effectual,  it  may  be  lamented 
only  by  Posterity. 

The  Bill,  Sir,  which  I  have  in  my  Hand,  is  intitled,  An  Act  for  enabling  His  Majesty  to  make  Provision  for 
supporting  the  Royal  Dignity  of  the  Queen,  in  case  She  shall  survive  Your  Majesty  : 

To  which  Your  Commons,  with  all  Humility,  beseech  Your  Majesty’s  Royal  Assent. 
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Parliament  did  not  meet  again  until  January  10th;  1765,  when  the  King  announced  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  the  approaching  marriage  of  his  aister  ^cess  C^lme  Matdda,  with 
first  cousin,  the  Crown  Prince  of  Denmark,  a  marriage  which  was  eventuaUj  t  e 

m  a  duei..  ueneiai  -  ,  •  i  •  „„  fiPfenCe  The  vexed  question  of 

of  General  Warrants,  made  a  remarkable  sPeech  m  hl*  °  *  .  WUliam  Meredith, 

the  legality  of  General  Warrants  was  again  raised  on  January  J4J  amendment 

with  a  violent  attack  on  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  ^eeretarj  of  btate^  Dn  Haj  m  motion  as 

* 

amended  by  Dr.  Ha\  was  rejecteu,  „  A  .  nr(ipr  w  the  Speaker,  though 

warm  was  the  debate  that  even  General  Conway  was  call  d  to  orderly  toe  bp  ^  ^  , 

the  Speaker  declared  that  he  had  heard  not  mg  c asor  3^^  ^  inting  0f  the  votes. 

When  the  House  reassembled  the  Speaker  was  as-  Meredith's  motion  or  Dr.  Hav's 

as  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  whether  it  was  u :  ^  ^  ^  ^  wa3  delayed  until 

upon  which  the  House  actually  \o  e  .  made  by  Sir  William  Meredith. 

Dr.  Hay’s  motion  had  been  carefully  distinguished  from  that  made  by  " 

A  few  days  later  George  Grenville  introduced  y  t Live  on 

Colonies  and  Plantations  of  America.  Nothing  could  b  ^.Js  Qn  playi^g  cards  and 

the  face  of  the  bill  than  the  duties  propose  on  eg  specially  seeing  that  the  sole  object 

dice,  on  pamphlets,  newspapers,  almanacks  and  the  l  k  P  J  Expenses  of  defending, 
of  raising  this  revenue  was  to  enable  Parliament  to  defray  the  necess  y^p  ^  ^  &  mQre 

protecting,  and  securing  the  said  Colonies  and  Plants  i  N h  g  protest  from 

momentous  effect  upon  the  future  history  of  he  world.  M  for  , i  vlg  ^  was 

Colonel  Barr,,  the  bill  was  passed  by  wh«  the  bill  was  sent  up 

absent  all  the  session  at  Haye  _  The  whole  transaction  was  a  good  example  of  the 

to  and  passed  by  the  House  of  Lo  .  ,  ..  -th  wpich  business  relating 

salutary  neglect,  as  Edmund  Burke  subsequently  described  it,  with 

to  the  Colonies  was  usually  despatched.  ...  h ad  tapen  his  course  of  action 

Mr.  Grenville,  being  a  man  of  strict  routine  and  principle,  had  tak  ^  ^  wa3 

through  a  quite  estimable  and  justifia  e  apprecia  events  turned 

not  content  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  s  policy  “^m  erican  despatches,  which  none 
out,  that  Mr.  Grenville  lost  as  the  comparatively  insignificant 

of  his  predecessors  ever  did.  In  mu  .  t  the  privileges  of  Parliaments, 

affair  of  John  Wilkes  had  raised  far-reaching  «««*«.  ^e  choice  of  their 

the  freedom  of  the  Press,  and  the  "SM  ^  a£fairs  relating  to  the  government  of  the 

rount"Vdeid  thi^  apparently  innocent  Stamp  Duty 
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America,  and  indirectly  to  the  formation  and  consolidation  under  pressure  of  circumstances 
not  only  of  the  United  States  of  America  but  also  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  British  Empire. 

So  important  has  this  event  become  in  the  eyes  of  posterity  that  scant  notice  has  been 
taken  of  a  motion  which,  though  at  the  moment  abortive  of  success,  was  the  harbinger  of 
important  social  reforms.  This  was  a  bill  introduced  by  Thomas  Gilbert,  M.P.  for  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme,  to  regulate  the  relief  of  distress  among  the  poor,  but  it  was  not  until  1782  that 
Mr.  Gilbert’s  bill  actually  became  law. 

During  the  early  months  of  this  year,  while  presiding  over  the  House  of  Commons  during 
this  period  of  interest,  Sir  John  Cast  had  various  matters  to  deal  with  arising  from  his  territorial 
position  as  a  Lincolnshire  landlord.  As  a  land  owner  in  the  fen  district  near  Boston  and 
Gosberton,  Sir  John  Cust  had  to  deal  with  many  questions  arising  from  time  to  time  about  the 
drainage  of  the  pasture  land  and  the  supply  of  water  to  neighbouring  residents.  A  somewhat 
difficult  question  arose  from  the  drainage  of  the  Risegate  Eau,  causing  much  dissension  on 
the  spot  and  involving  the  water  supply  to  Cressy  Hall,  where  Sir  John  Cust  had  been  married 
to  Ethelred  Payne,  which  was  occupied  for  her  life  by  Lady  Gust's  aunt  Anne,  widow  of  Sir  Peter 
T'raser,  Bart.,  a  lady  who  at  all  times  maintained  a  lively  and  somewhat  aggressive  assertion 
of  her  own  rights.  The  matter  gave  rise  to  considerable  correspondence.  Another  matter 
which  caused  Sir  John  Cust  much  trouble  and  concern  related  to  Turnpikes  on  the  main  road 
from  Grantham  to  Sleaford  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  high  road.  This  was  really  a  matter 
-of  but  local  importance,  but  as  it  involved  the  promotion  of  a  private  bill  in  the  House  of 
-Commons,  promoted  by  the  Speaker,  and  as  it  led  to  a  diversity  of  opinion  between  the  interests 
of  the  ruling  houses  at  Belvoir  Castle  and  at  Belton,  the  dispute  assumed  for  the  moment 
undue  magnitude.  It  resolved  itself  very  much  into  a  personal  conflict  between  the  Speaker 
on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  that  prominent  politician  and  wire-p idler,  Mr.  John  Calcraft. 
This  gentleman  was  the  son  of  an  attorney  at  Grantham,  who  was  town-clerk,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  chief  Parliamentary  agent  and  business  adviser  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland  and 
the  Manners  family  at  Beivoir  Castle.  In  this  way  the  younger  Calcraft  became  the  controller 
of  the  affairs  and  finances  of  the  famous  Marquess  of  Granby,  and  through  him  of  Henry  Fox, 
aiterwards  Lord  Holland.  Through  Fox  Calcraft  had  obtained  the  lucrative  post  of  army 
agent  and  contractor  for  the  forces.  Calcraft,  whose  political  convenience  was  not  burdened 
by  scruples  of  fidelity,  was  quite  ready  to  transfer  his  allegiance  to  William  Pitt  when  that 
statesman’s  star  seemed  to  be  in  the  ascendant.  The  strength  of  Calcraft's  position  lay  in  the 
complete  subjection  of  the  Marquess  of  Granby  for  financial  reasons,  and  in  his  influence  with 
the  public  press,  which  through  Wilkes,  Sir  Philip  Francis,  the  author  of  ‘  Junius's  Letters  ’ 
(if  he  be  not  Francis),  and  other  writers,  was  now  beginning  to  be  a  power  in  the  land.  Calcraft 
■was  perhaps  the  most  formidable  opponent  whom  Sir  John  Cust  had  to  encounter  both  in 
Parliament  and  in  his  home  surroundings.  The  dispute  arising  from  this  Turnpike  Bill  had  to 
be  conducted  for  Sir  John  Cust  by  his  brothers  Peregrine  and  Richard,  and  his  son,  Brownlowe, 
since  the  Speaker  was  unable  to  attend  to  local  business  except  by  letter. 

The  House  of  Commons  adjourned  for  the  usual  Easter  recess  in  April  ;  during  this  period 
an  event  took  place  which  could  not  help  giving  great  concern  to  Sir  John  Cust,  both  as 
Speaker  and  as  a  personal  friend.  This  was  the  alarming  illness  of  the  King,  dating  from  the 
previous  February. 

When  the  House  reassembled  the  King's  health  was  the  chief  matter  of  interest  and  the 
question  of  a  Regency  came  up  for  serious  discussion.  The  acrimonious  debates  which  took 
place  about  the  Regency  Bill  belong  to  the  parliamentary  history  of  the  country.  The  main 
controversy  lay  in  the  inclusion  or  omission  by  name  of  the  Princess  Dowager  of  Wales  in  any 
•Council  of  Regency.  The  attempt  to  prevent  the  insertion  of  her  name  caused  the  deepest 
affront  not  only  to  the  Princess,  but  to  her  son,  the  King.  It  is  impossible  to  believe  that 
Sir  John  Cust  can  have  acquiesced,  except  officially,  in  any  slight  placed  upon  a  royal  lady,  in 
whose  service  he  had  been  for  so  many  years  and  whose  confidence  he  had  enjoyed  both  before 
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and  after  her  husband’s  death.  No  one  moreover  was  in  a  better  position  than  the  Speaker 
to  appreciate  the  personal  feelings  of  the  King  in  any  matter  relating  to  his  mother. 

The  immediate  effects  of  the  Regency  Bill  were  disastrous.  Mr.  Grenville  was  dismissed 
from  office  bv  the  King,  and  Parliament  was  adjourned  in  May,  instead  of  the  usual  prorogation. 
In  the  obscure  and  tortuous  negotiations,  through  which  the  King  sought  to  find  Ministers 
more  congenial  to  himself,  the  Speaker  for  obvious  reasons  took  no  part.  The  political  situation 
revolved  round  the  perplexing  personality  of  William  Pitt.  Little  as  King  George  III.  liked 
doing  so,  the  King  found  himself  compelled  almost  to  sue  as  a  favour  from  Pitt,  that  he  should 
take  the  reins  of  government  and  protect  the  Crown  from  either  George  Grenville  or  Henry 
Fox.  Pitt,  entrenched  behind  unassailable  barricades  of  gout,  mystery  and  ill-temper,  offered 
conditions  which  were  unacceptable  to  the  King,  who,  in  order  to  carry  on  a  government  of 
some  sort,  was  obliged  to  reinstate  Grenville  and  his  colleagues.  These  Ministers  in  thtir 
turn  dictated  conditions  relating  to  the  Earl  of  Bute  and  his  friends,  which  only  served  to 
humiliate  and  annoy  still  further  the  distracted  King.  After  a  few  weeks  Grenville  was  again 
dismissed,  and  once  more  the  King  threw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  Pitt,  who  this  time  emerged 
from  his  trenches  and  went  so  far  as  to  visit  the  King  personally.  Pitt  s  accession  to  fa\  our 
was  how'ever  thwarted  by  the  impossible  attitude  of  his  brother-in-law,  Earl  Temple.  Finally , 
at  the  end  of  June  the  situation  was  saved,  or  at  all  events  stabilised  for  a  time,  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham  to  be  Prime  Minister.  The  Speaker  cannot  ha'se  failed 
to  feel  some  satisfaction  in  the  new  Ministry,  for  among  the  new  ministers  were  some  of  his 
persona]  friends.  Besides  Lord  Rockingham  himself,  who  treated  the  Speaker  with  refined 
courtesy,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  became  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  General 
Conway  Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  Sir  John  Cust  s  staunch  and  lifelong 
friend,  became  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  Although  the  new  Ministry  made  the  exclusion 
of  the  Earl  of  Bute  a  condition  of  their  service,  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham  and  his  colleagues 
became  victims  of  the  sneers  and  malicious  backbiting  of  Horace  Walpole,  on  whom  posterity 
depends  too  much  for  the  parliamentary'  history  of  this  period. 

The  new'  Ministry  had  however  hardly  been  in  office  for  a  few  days  when  an  event  occurred 
which  caused  the  Speaker  great  personal  annoyance,  and  which  at  first  he  regarded  as  almost 
a  personal  affront.  In  an  age  when  the  fruits  of  patronage  were  among  the  most  prized  prh  ileges 
of  those  who  held  high  office  in  the  State,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  found  himself 
in  a  lonely  state  of  empty-handedness.  Such  meagre  patronage  as  the  Speaker  was  able  to 
exercise  wras  solely  concerned  with  the  service  of  the  House  in  his  official  capacity  ;  the  most 
valuable  post  at  his  disposal  was  that  of  Chaplain  to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  an 
accepted  custom  that  the  chaplain,  whose  duties  entailed  unremitting  attendance  on  the  House 
when  in  Session,  should  after  a  few  sessions  be  entitled  to  some  high  promotion  in  the 
Church  at  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign.  Sir  John  Cust  on  being  elected  Speaker  appointed  as 
Chaplain  his  younger  brother,  the  Rev.  Richard  Cust.  In  due  course  the  Speaker  submitted 
to  the  King  his  recommendation  of  Dr.  Cust  for  promotion,  and  received  the  King  s  promise 
that  his  brother  should  be  appointed  to  one  of  the  next  vacancies  in  the  canonries  of  Windsor, 
Westminster  or  Canterbury,  as  he  might  select.  Dr.  Cust  selected  the  canonry  of  W  mdsor, 
for  which  he  was  content  to  wait,  and  for  this  reason  allowed  vacancies  at  Westminster  and 
Canterbury  to  be  filled  by  other  nominees.  When  a  vacancy  seemed  likely  to  occur  at  Windsor 
the  Speaker  w'as  startled  into  indignation  at  receiving  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  a  letter 
saying  that  H.R.H.  Princess  Amelia,  the  King's  aunt,  had  applied  to  his  Majesty  for  this 
vacancy  on  behalf  of  her  own  chaplain,  Dr.  Bell,  and  that  the  Princess's  request  could  not  be 
refused  by  the  King.  The  Speaker  was  excessively  annoyed,  and  disposed  to  take  it  as  an 
affront  to  himself,  in  the  first  place  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  their  spokesman  in 
favour  of  their  Chaplain,  who  had  already  served  longer  than  most  Chaplains  did  before  receiving 
due  promotion,  and  secondly,  on  account  of  the  near  relationship  to  himself  of  the  disappointed 
candidate.  The  Princess  however,  although  aware  of  the  Speaker’s  feelings,  declined  to  give 
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way.  Sir  John  Cust,  who  was  then  in  residence  at  Belton,  appealed  to  Lord  Egmont  to  intercede 
for  him  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Lord  Rockingham.  The  latter  was  very  cordial  in 
his  sympathy,  but  unable  to  ask  the  King  to  offend  his  aunt.  Sir  John  Cust  was  too  good 
a  courtier  himself  to  press  the  matter  too  far.  By  good  fortune,  however,  a  Canonry  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxford,  fell  vacant,  and  Dr.  Richard  Cust  was  wise  enough  to  accept  this  opportunity. 
The  Canonry  was  conferred  on  him  in  due  course  by  the  King,  to  whom  loyal  thanks  were 
dul\  tendered.  As  the  Canonry  at  W  indsor  did  not  become  vacant  immediately,  Dr.  William 
Bell  received  a  Canonry  at  W  estminster,  so  that  both  the  Princess  and  the  Speaker  were  pacified. 
The  Speaker  appointed  in  his  brother's  place  the  Rev.  Richard  Palmer. 

Meanwhile  the  first  rumblings  reached  England  of  the  great  convulsion,  which  was  so  soon 
to  take  place  in  the  New  World  and  to  strike  at  the  very  vitals  of  the  British  Constitution. 
The  Stamp  Act  introduced  by  George  Grenville,  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  the  Parliament 
and  received  the  Assent  of  the  King,  aroused  the  extremest  hostility  in  the  Colonies  of  America 
and  led  to  mutinous  outbreaks  against  the  King  s  authority.  The  question  was  raised  in  the 
most  aggressive  manner  as  to  the  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to  impose  taxation  on  the 
Colonies,  who  were  not  represented  in  that  Parliament.  The  growth  of  the  British  Colonies 
had  been  so  gradual,  so  much  involved  in  the  world- struggle  with  France,  that  no  claim  to  self- 
government,  at  all  events  of  a  fiscal  nature,  nor  am*  claim  to  representation  in  Parliament 
in  the  mother  country  had  as  yet  been  made.  Once  these  claims  were  raised,  even  other 
argument  was  submerged  in  their  importance.  The  fact  that  the  Colonists  owed  their  safety, 
their  very  existence  to  the  protection  given  them  by  the  Government  at  home  against  the 
French  and  against  the  Indian  tribes,  and  also  the  fact  that  the  Stamp  Duties  as  levied  were 
intended  for  no  other  revenue  purposes  than  the  maintenance  of  this  protection,  were  ignored 
as  soon  as  the  question  was  raised  of  taxation  without  representation.  The  mutinous  outbreaks 
were  direct  breaches  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  whose  sovereignty  the  Colonies  were  not  at  first 
by  way  of  disputing.  In  a  constitutional  crisis  the  Sovereign  is  unable  to  act  independently 
of  his  Legislature,  so  that  the  acts  of  the  Colonies  were  a  direct  challenge  to  the  British  Constitu¬ 
tion.  On  this  ground  it  appeared  that  the  King  would  receive  the  strong  support  of  both 
Houses  of  Legislature  in  any  steps  which  might  have  to  be  taken  to  maintain  the  right  of 
the  Crown  to  govern  the  Colonies  as  the  King  in  Parliament  might  think  fit.  The  Colonies  in 
America,  however,  made  use  of  a  weapon  which  has  seldom  failed  to  achieve  its  purpose. 
They  repudiated  all  transactions  with  the  merchants  of  the  great  trading  cities  at  home,  with 
the  result  that,  as  ^oon  as  their  pockets  suffered,  the  representatives  of  these  important 
commercial  interests  began  to  agitate  on  their  own  account  for  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
Act.  The  new'  Ministers,  not  being  responsible  for  the  Stamp  Act  themselves,  were  disposed 
towards  repeal,  but  the  menace  to  the  commerce  of  the  nation  was  of  greater  effect  than  the 
claim  of  the  Colonies  to  deny  the  King’s  authority.  This  was  a  subject  affecting  the  constitu¬ 
tional  relations  between  the  Legislature  and  the  Crowm,  in  which  the  final  decision  must  lie 
with  the  Sovereign.  In  view  of  the  crisis,  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham  was  advised  to  ask 
the  King  to  dissolve  Parliament,  but  he  decided  not  to  do  so,  and,  when  Parliament  met  again, 
to  take  measures  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act. 

Parliament  met  on  December  17th,  and  the  Stamp  Act  became  immediately  a  subject  for 
animated  debate  in  both  Houses.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  George  Grenville,  anxious  for 
the  fate  of  his  own  offspring,  moved  an  amendment  to  the  Address  to  the  King  “  to  express 
our  just  resentment  and  indignation  at  the  outrageous  tumults  and  insurrections  which  have 
been  excited  and  carried  on  in  North  America,  and  at  the  resistance  given  by  open  and  re¬ 
bellious  force  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  that  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,”  but  received 
so  little  support,  even  from  those  members  who  like  Charles  Townshend  agreed  with  him,  that 
he  withdrew  his  amendment.  Ministers  had  little  trouble  in  disposing  of  a  similar  motion  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Parliament  adjourned  over  Christmas  until  January  14th  in  the  ensuing  year. 
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When  the  House  of  Commons  met  on  the  appointed  day  the  troubles  in  America  became 
immediately  a  subject  for  debate  and  for  the  intervention  of  William  Pitt.  Pitt  had  made 
himself  almost  inaccessible  for  several  months  on  the  score  of  gout  and  general  ill-health,  and 
had  kept  the  King  on  tenterhooks  for  weeks  while  new  Ministries  were  formed  and  unformed 
again  after  a  few  hours  of  existence.  Pitt  now  came  up  unexpectedly  from  Bath  and  appeared 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  As  a  direct  attack  on  the  Rockingham  Ministry  he  threw  himself 
with  great  vigour  into  the  debate,  in  which,  and  in  the  ensuing  debate  upon  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  he  attained  perhaps  the  culminating  point  of  his  great  rhetorical  powers.  His 
great  point  was — no  taxation  without  representation,  and  that  that  House  had  no  right  to 
lay  an  internal  tax  upon  America,  whose  resistance  he  applauded.  He  advocated  repeal,  but 
also  the  declaration  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  Kingdom  over  the  Colonies.  Grenville 
replied  with  great  vigour,  until  the  wrangle  betwreen  him  and  Pitt  assumed  a  tone  which  seemed 
to  call  for  the  intervention  of  the  Speaker,  but  which  was  excused  on  the  ground  that  a  debate 
upon  the  Address  was  by  tradition  one  of  free  conversation  and  discussion  without  too  great 
an  insistence  upon  the  rules  of  the  House.  The  Speaker  s  intervention  w  as  howe\er  required 
when  General  Conway  presented  Letters  and  papers  from  America  mentioning  particular 
names  of  men  and  incidents,  to  the  printing  of  which  he  was  opposed.  The  question  how  to 
print  the  papers,  so  as  to  be  of  any  use,  and  at  the  same  time  to  omit  names,  wras  referred  to 
the  Speaker,  w’hose  own  opinion  seems  to  have  been  strongly  against  printing  the  names.  A 
few  days  later  the  question  of  receiving  a  petition  from  a  North  American  Congress  against  the 
Stamp  Act  brought  Pitt  again  into  the  field,  this  time  to  break  a  lance  in  an  altercation  with 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  which  almost  led  to  a  challenge  to  a  duel.  The  next  step  was  the  intro¬ 
ducing  on  February  3rd  by  General  Conway  of  the  five  resolutions  establishing  the  right  of 
taxation  in  all  cases  whatsoever  and  demanding  the  punishment  of  the  rioters,  but  preparing 
the  way  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  Thus  began  this  famous  debate,  which  proved  one 
of  the  most  important  in  the  history  of  the  civilized  w'orld.  The  debate  w^as  sustained  at  a 
high  level  and  most  of  the  speakers  achieved  success,  but  for  the  Speaker  himself  the  debate 
proved  a  heavy  burden.  On  the  first  day  it  lasted  till  between  three  or  four  in  the  morning. 

Fortunately  the  Speaker’s  new  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  Richard  Palmer,  who  attended  the 
debates,  thought  fit  to  send  to  his  predecessor,  Dr.  Richard  Cust,  at  Belton,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  family  circle  there,  a  short  account  of  the  debates  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  both 
in  the  House  of  Commons  and  in  the  House  of  Lords.  His  letters  have  all  the  freshness  which 
an  eye-witness  usually  can  give  to  an  account  of  proceedings  of  which  he  was  an  unbiassed 
observer,  and  moreover,  as  he  told  Richard  Cust,  the  only  stranger  present.  Horace  W  alpole, 
from' whose  account  most  of  the  story  of  this  debate  was  derived,  was  too  much  of  a  political 
partisan  to  be  a  true  and  accurate  chronicler  of  this  debate,  especially  where  George  Grenville 

was  concerned,  or  anything  to  do  writh  the  Earl  of  Bute. 

The  five  resolutions  moved  by  General  Conway  were,  according  to  Mr.  Palmer 

(1)  That  it  be  the  Resolution  of  this  House  that  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  have 

a  right  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

(2)  That  there  had  been  Riots  and  Insurrections  in  America  most  dangerous  in  their 

tendency  and  Consequences. 

(3)  That  these  Riots  had  been  encouraged  by  the  Votes  of  several  Assemblys  and  t  at 

this  was  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

(4)  That  an  address  be  presented  to  the  King  that  His  Majesty  would  give  orders  to 

the  Governors  of  those  Provinces  to  enquire  after  and  bring  the  Rioters  to  condign 

(5)  That  another  address  be  presented  to  the  Crown  to  require  that  the  Colonies  should 

demand  Satisfaction  for  the  same  to  all  the  Sufferers. 
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Mr.  Palmer  notes  the  powerful  speakers  up  to  George  Grenville,  who  spoke  with  his  usual 
good  sense  and  spirit,  and  then  to  William  Pitt,  whose  eloquence  made  more  appeal  apparently 
than  his  arguments.  Mr.  Palmer  writes  :  “  However,  he  certainly  manifested  Fine  Talents  and 
Spirit  in  several  parts  of  his  speech.  One  strain  of  Eloquence  is  yet  in  my  ears.  After  great 
Professions  of  the  goodness  and  reasonableness  of  his  Principles,  he  concluded  with  a  Tone 
of  \  oice  and  Manner  most  affecting,  ‘  So  I  preserve  the  Integrity  of  my  Principles,  Let  who 
will  Take  the  World.’  ” 

The  first  Resolution  was  carried  without  a  division.  Mr.  Palmer  adds  that  “  I  cannot 
fold  up  my  paper  without  giving  myself  at  least  the  pleasure  of  telling  you  that  Mr.  Pitt  took 
occasion  yesterday  to  mention  the  Speaker's  Name  in  the  house  in  very  handsome  and  respectfull 
Terms.  Young  Brownlowe  Cust  was  present  during  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  when  a 
similar  Resolution  was  carried  by  135  to  5,  the  five  dissentient  voters  being  Lords  Pawlet, 
Cornwallis,  Torrington,  Camden  and  Shelburne.” 

In  this  debate  Edmund  Burke  made  his  first  important  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Writing  again  on  February  8th  Mr.  Palmer  informed  the  family  at  Belton,  that  the  House 
sat  on  Monday  and  Wednesday  till  between  two  and  three  the  next  morning,  on  both 
of  which  days  he  had  not  power  to  move  till  it  arose.  The  first  three  of  General  Conway’s 
resolutions  had  been  passed,  the  last  two  dropped.  On  Friday,  February  7th,  Grenville  proposed 
that  “  An  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  that  all  the  Laws  of  the  British  Legislatures, 
which  had  been  violated  in  the  Colonies,  should  be  put  in  execution.”  This  drew  an  impassioned 
speech  from  Pitt,  which  Mr.  Palmer  describes  in  terms  of  glowing  enthusiasm.  He  wrote  that 
in  this  speech  Pitt  had  the  attention  of  the  whole  House,  which  nevertheless  he  spoiled  much 
at  last  and  lessened  the  regard  which  was  due  to  him,  by  walking  out  of  the  House  in  a 
contemptuous  manner  as  soon  as  ever  Mr.  Grenville  rose  up  to  reply,  which  contempt 
Mr.  Grenville  resented  with  a  noble  spirit,  and  had  the  Sense  of  the  House  with  him.  The 
debate  ended  in  a  violent  altercation  between  the  past  and  present  Attorney  Generals, 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton  and  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  ending  in  a  motion  by  the  latter  that  the  Speaker 
do  leave  the  Chair,  which  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  so  that  Grenville’s  motion  was 
defeated,  in  spite  of  the  support  given  him  by  the  friends  of  Lord  Bute. 

A  few  days  later  the  Speaker  reported  to  the  House  that  with  reference  to  the  papers  from 
America  submitted  by  General  Conway  for  the  Speaker’s  supervision,  he  had  found  it  impossible 
to  omit  proper  names  and  retain  the  sense.  This  aroused  a  rather  bitter  debate  with  a  personal 
attack  by  Mr.  Rigby  on  General  Conway,  but  as  it  was  shown  that  publication  would  do  unusual 
harm  to  certain  individuals,  the  order  for  printing  the  American  papers  was  now  set  aside  without 
a  division. 

In  a  letter  written  on  Saturday,  February  22nd,  Mr.  Palmer  describes  the  great  debate 
in  Committee  upon  the  actual  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  which  had  been  carried  about  two 
o’clock  that  morning  on  a  Division  of  the  House  by  a  majority  of  275  to  107.  Ever  since 
Parliament  had  met  in  December  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  had  been  engaged  in  taking 
evidence  upon  the  effect  of  the  Stamp  Act  in  America,  one  of  the  chief  persons  examined  being 
Benjamin  Franklin,  who,  though  opposed  to  the  passing  of  the  Stamp  Act  from  the  outset, 
had  done  his  best  to  procure  the  safe  working  of  the  Act  in  America,  urging  on  his  friends  that 
a  firm  loyalty  to  the  Crown  and  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  Government  of  this  Nation,  which 
it  is  the  safety  as  well  as  honour  of  the  Colonies  to  be  connected  with,  will  always  be  the  wisest 
course  to  take. 

As  soon  as  Franklin  perceived  that  the  resistance  to  tlie  Act  was  substantial  and  based  on 
general  popular  feeling  in  America,  he  changed  his  ground  and  became  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  repeal.  It  was  during  his  long  examination  by  the  Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  Franklin  developed  the  full  powers  of  his  quick,  shrewd  and  subtle  intellect,  and  it  was 
the  aggressive  attitude  adopted  by  some  of  his  questioners  which  drew  from  him  phrases. 
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which,  if  perhaps  originally  intended  by  Franklin  to  be  little  more  than  oracular,  may  be 
described  as  the  planks  upon  which  the  platform  of  American  independence  was  eventually 
to  be  built.  For  instance  when  he  was  heckled  as  to  the  probable  refusal  of  the  Colonies  to 
pay  external  taxes,  as  well  as  internal,  Franklin  replied  :  “  They  never  have  hitherto.  Many 
arguments  have  been  lately  used  here  to  show  them  that  there  is  no  difference,  and  that  if 
you  have  no  right  to  tax  them  internally,  you  have  none  to  tax  them  externally,  or  make  any 
other  law  to  bind  them.  At  present  they  do  not  reason  so  ;  but  in  time  they  may  possibly 
be  convinced  by  these  arguments.” 

The  evidence  taken  in  Committee,  and  the  clamorous  appeals  of  the  merchants  and  trading 
agents,  who  crowded  the  lobbies  of  the  House  of  Commons,  had  made  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
Stamp  Act  inevitable,  especially  as  it  became  generally  known  that  the  King,  placed  by  his 
Ministers  in  the  dilemma  of  having  to  choose  between  enforcing  his  rights  by  the  sword  and 
the  repeal  of  the  Act,  had  told  Lord  Rockingham  that  he  should  choose  the  repeal.  Mr.  Palmer's 
letter  about  the  debate  on  General  Conway's  motion  is  of  particidar  interest  on  account  of  his 
mention  of  the  first  entry  of  Edmund  Burke  as  an  orator  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  his  panegyric  on  this  young  statesman’s  performance.  Pitt,  evidently  strongly  influenced 
by  Franklin’s  evidence,  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  repeal,  but  without  any  relaxation  of  the 
duty  shared  by  the  Colonies  with  the  mother  country  of  obedience  to  Acts  of  Parliament.  He 
could  not  however  refrain  from  a  taunt  at  Grenville  as  ‘  Stampmaster.’  Grenville  in  closing 
the  debate  practically  gave  up  his  lost  cause.  The  crowds  in  the  lobbies  and  outside  the  House 
signified  the  popular  approval  of  the  repeal  by  their  welcome  to  Conway  and  Pitt  and  their 
insolence  to  Grenville.  This  was  not  the  final  stage  of  the  Bill,  for  when  on  the  following 
Tuesday  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  received  by  the  House  in  “  full  session,”  a  motion 
was  made  to  omit  the  right  to  tax  the  Colonials  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  and  eventually  to 
recommit  the  Bill,  which  latter  motion  w'as  defeated.  The  Bill,  therefore,  passed  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Speaker  had  as  a  matter  of  course  no  further  concern  with  it,  but  his  Chaplain 
alludes  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  interest  taken  by  the  Speaker  and  the  conversations  which 
they  had  held  together  upon  this  perplexing  subject.  When  the  Bill  was  presented  in  the 
House  of  Lords  the  Speaker  sent  his  Chaplain  to  this  House  to  hear  the  debate. 

Mr.  Palmer  sends  some  interesting  notes  to  the  family  at  Belton.  He  expatiates  on  the 
privilege  of  hearing  Lords  Camden  and  Mansfield  speak,  and  places  Mansfield  as  an  orator  even 
higher  than  William  Pitt.  “  To  me  indeed,”  he  writes,  “  it  had  the  charms  of  Novelty,  and 
my  Curiosity  was  agreably  gratified  in  being  witness  to  any  Debate  between  two  such  celebrated 
Persons.”  The  Bill  came  up  in  two  separate  portions  from  the  Lower  House,  the  Resolution 
that  we  had  a  right  to  tax  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  and  that  the  Stamp  Act  be 
repealed.  Mr.  Palmer  contrasted  Lord  Camden's  carefully  marshalled  and  long  prepared 
arguments,  known  to  have  been  drawn  up  in  consultation  with  Pitt,  with  Lord  Mansfield  s 
easy  and  lucid  presentment  of  his  views,  spontaneous  and  unpremeditated,  and  delivered  with 
a  strong  and  melodious  voice  and  unoffending  address.  Lord  Egmont's  speech  also  came  in 
for  high  commendation  by  Mr.  Palmer.  The  two  Bills  were  sent  to  Committee  and  brought 
to  a  safe  conclusion  by  Lord  Rockingham.  In  a  later  letter  Mr.  Palmer  gives  an  abstract  of 
the  two  Protests  against  the  Repeal,  drawn  up  mainly  by  George,  Lord  Lyttelton.  The  Stamp 
Act  was  thus  repealed,  but  to  the  Act  of  Repeal  was  attached  a  Declaration  of  the  Right  of 
Great  Britain  to  tax  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  For  this  reason  the  Repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act  was  but  the  close  of  the  First  Act  in  the  great  drama  of  the  American  Revolution. 
It  was  no  slight  honour  for  the  Speaker  to  have  presided  over  the  debates  in  the  House  of 
Commons  at  a  crisis  of  such  immense  importance  in  the  civilised  world. 

A  study  of  the  debates  on  this  historic  occasion  shows  that  if  Pitt,  Camden,  Conway,  Burke, 
Barre  and  others  may  be  praised  for  their  prescience  in  defending  the  liberties  of  certain  persons 
overseas,  with  whom  they  had  really  little  sympathy  or  fellow-feeling,  those  who  opposed  the 
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repeal  the  most  strongly  had  very  strong  arguments  on  their  side,  the  warnings  uttered  by 
them  being  fully  justified  in  the  march  of  future  events.  Refusal  to  pay  internal  taxation 
led  by  short  and  rapid  stages  to  the  refusal  to  pay  any  taxes  at  all,  and  eventually  to  war  and 
the  loss  for  ever  of  the  American  Colonies,  destined  to  be  known  one  day  hence  as  the  C  nited 
States  of  America.  It  is  easy  to  be  wise  after  the  event,  especially  for  the  historian,  who  is 
able  to  review  the  whole  situation  from  every  point  of  view  and  to  award  praise  or  blame  according 
to  the  results  arising  from  the  actions  of  the  parties  concerned.  To  an  unimpassioned  student 
of  this  critical  period  of  English  history  it  must  be  evident  that  the  violent  acts  of  the  American 
colonists,  at  the  time  a  minority  themselves,  were  genuine  acts  of  defiant  rebellion,  incidentally 
against  their  sovereign  lord,  the  King,  to  whom  they  still  professed  allegiance,  and  directly 
against  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament.  At  this  stage  of  these  momentous  events 
the  course  pursued  by  the  King,  his  Ministers  and  his  Parliament  was  based  on  accepted  grounds 
of  custom  and  usage,  and  they  cannot  be  blamed  for  any  shortcomings,  except  that  of  political 
clairvoyance.  It  required  the  genius  of  a  practised  statesman  like  William  Pitt,  the  fervid 
if  unbalanced  sympathy  with  any  form  of  struggling  humanity  which  was  revealed  in  Edmund 
Burke,  and  the  bull-dog  independence  of  a  Colonel  Barre  to  reveal  to  a  self-complacent  Par¬ 
liament,  and  so  self-complacent  a  nation  as  the  English,  the  dawn  of  a  new  age,  in  which  the 
New  World  was  to  become  the  rival  of  the  Old.  Had  William  Pitt  been  as  great  a  man  as  he 
was  a  statesman,  less  theatrical  in  his  speeches  and  behaviour ;  had  George  Grenville  been  of 
a  more  pliable  intellect,  less  bound  up  by  parchment  and  red-tape;  had  Benjamin  Franklin 
shown  himself  to  be  an  honest  and  patriotic  statesman  rather  than  a  journalistic  politician, 
the  burning  question  of  the  taxation  of  the  Colonies  might  have  been  settled  without  the  great 
disruption  which  ensued.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham  that,  although 
he  knew  that  he  was  imperilling  his  very  unstable  Ministry  and  that  whatever  he  did  would 
be  repugnant  to  the  King,  he  carried  through  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act. 

Meanwhile  the  House  of  Commons  reverted  to  some  of  the  difficulties  which  the  Rockingham 
Ministry  had  inherited  from  their  predecessors.  Among  these  was  the  tax  or  rather  the  excise 
on  Cider,  which,  without  being  actually  oppressive,  had  excited  such  extreme  resentment, 
especially  in  the  Western  counties,  that  it  had  to  be  modified  and  eventually  removed. 

For  the  next  few' months  public  affairs  consisted  of  a  series  of  futile  struggles  between  parties, 
the  Rockingham  Ministry  being  too  weak  and  disorganised  to  meet  the  attacks  of  the 
Grenvilles,  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  party,  and  other  opponents.  Only  one  man  could  save  them, 
and  he  was  William  Pitt,  whose  attitude  now  became  more  difficult,  more  impossible  than  ever 
it  had  been  hitherto.  Moreover  the  King  openly  refused  to  accept  Pitt  as  his  Prime  Minister, 
and  told  Lord  Rockingham  that  if  he  resigned  the  King  would  choose  his  new  Ministers  himself. 
The  relations  between  the  Court  and  the  Government  became  more  and  more  strained. 
Parliament  was  kept  sitting  all  through  May  and  it  was  not  until  June  3rd  that  it  was  at 
last  prorogued,  when  the  Speaker  was  released  from  his  duties,  which  had  been  continuous, 
and  trying  to  his  health,  for  more  than  six  months. 
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The  exigencies  of  his  parliamentary  duties  kept  the  Speaker  away  from  Belton  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  17G6.  His  interests  there  and  in  Grantham  were  however  looked  after 
by  the  Family  Conclave,  to  whom  was  now  added  young  Brownlowe  Cust,  just  about  to  attain 
his  majority,  which  happy  event  occurred  on  December  5th,  1765.  Various  festivities  vere 
held  to  celebrate  this  occasion  at  Belton,  and  at  Grantham.  Francis  Cust  writes  to  Sir  John 
on  December  28th,  saying  that  they  had  been  in  a  state  of  immense  Engagement  m  Midnight 
Festivity.  “  I  was  not  in  Bed,”  he  writes,  “  till  near  five  o’clock  yesterday  morning  after  ye 
Assembly  of  16  Couple  of  Dancers,  &  it  was  not  easy  to  rise  till  the  Corporation  came  to  Dinner 
by  an  appointment  made  before  we  came  down.  I  have  no  time  to  dilate  upon  them.  They 
ad  came  but  Butcher  and  Wh alley,  were  all  in  good  Humour,  and  ye  last  Batch  staid  till  one 
o’clock  this  morning.  Brownlowe  introduced  himself  to  ’em  in  a  new  character  of  getting 

very  handsomely  foxed,  &  Pere  :  was  absolutely  Fox  of  Fox-Hall.... 

Brownlowe  followed  up  this  letter  with  one  giving  his  father  more  details  of  the  latter 
festivity.  “  Everybody,”  he  writes,  “  brought  with  ’em  a  cheerful  and  most  (I  really  believe) 
a  very  friendly  heart.  No  one  was  absent  except  Butcher  and  Whalley,  the  former  was  engaged 
at  Belvoir  upon  some  business  relating  to  the  farm  w<*  he  holds  of  the  Duke  s  the  latter  s 
excuse  of  absence  I  know  not  but  think  we  may  as  well  endeavour  to  find  it  out.  I  understood 
everything  that  he  complained  of  relating  to  the  Malt  was  settled  by  you  in  a  very  handsome 
manner  on  your  side.”  Hard  drinking  was  the  rule  on  such  occasions,  and  usually  accompanied 
by  card-playing.  Brownlowe  describes  a  scene  of  revelry,  which  would  create  a  scandal  in  the 
20th  century,  but  was  evidently  looked  upon  as  the  right  thing  in  the  18th . 


“  My  uncle  P.  was  presently  in  the  possession  of  the  jolly  god  but  nevertheless  the  bhnd  godde^ 
wou’d  not  quit  her  hold.  So  far  from  it  that  she  contended  with 

most,  and  was  so  successful  that  the  Corporation  went  home  some  pouxjdg  1 ^ 

but  what  was  most  surprising  of  all  was  that  with  their  money  ie  go  counteract  his  luck 

observed  that  he  laid  such  bets  as  shew’d  that  he  tried  as  much  as  he  cor "henTaddi^'d 
About  ten  o’clock  cards  became  tiresome  and  everyone  was  preparing  g  proclaim’d 

himself  very  respectfully  to  the  Alderman  as  the  head  of  the  Corporation  having  first  proclaim  a 

"  seT/heTst  we  an,  all  standing.  I  move  that  we  ail  sit  down 

motion  was  agreed  to  r.em.  con.  when  P.  took  the  chan  and  presided  well  till  he  £el1  P  . 

everyone  in  mind  of  Hogarth's  Alderman  in  his  Midnight  Conversation  :  he  was  waken  d  b>  a  loud 
ZTZ  th?  thanks  ofthe  company  to  Mr.  Todd  and  -e  for  a  duet  wot  we  sung  no^on^  woM 

of  which  do  I  know  now  but  Tom  Short  observ'd  very  well  that  he  h*lle'  ®  i  '.  h'.  Presidency 
to  sing  of  the  same  master.  Pere  :  upon  being  wak'd  and  being  sick  ““^dhis^  Presidency 

web  I  assum’d  and  begun  well  by  abusing  my  predecessor  for  "ot  g  under  iock 

made  Twigg  and  I  very  good  friends,  and  I  displeas  d  nobody  by  keeping  the  P  - 

Td  kev  HU  past  one  o'clock  ,  and  when  they  would  go  I  lent  them  the  eery 'J*  ‘ 

power  to  conduct  them  to  their  carriages.  The  last  who  was  Mr  Hurst  was  too  feebh ’ 

and  too  heavy  in  flesh  for  me  who  was  not  much  stronger  than  himself  to  support  h 

both  fell  together  without  the  least  hurt  to  either  of  us.’’ 

In  view  of  the  possible  appearance  of  Mr.  John  Calcraft  as  a  candidate  for  Grantham,  the 
Speaker  arranged  with  the  Family  Conclave  to  celebrate  the  occasion  of  Brownlowe  s .  corning 

of  age  by  a  treat  to  the  Corporation  and  freemen  of  Grantham.  In  the  rs  wee-  y. 
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Francis  and  Peregrine  were  busily  engaged  in  the  local  arrangements  for  this  treat,  not  an 
easy  business,  when  party  feeling  was  running  rather  strong,  and  there  were  rumours  of  a 
possible  general  election.  The  Speaker  himself  was  unable  to  leave  London,  and  was  spending 
a  few  days  on  a  visit  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evelyn  at  Felbrulge,  before  the  House  of  Commons 
reassembled  on  January  14th.  The  details  of  this  treat  are  given  in  several  lengthy  letters 
to  the  Speaker,  but  belong  rather  to  a  biography  of  Brownlowe  Oust,  who  was  the  hero  of  the 
occasion.  The  Speaker,  however,  directed  everything  and  of  course  defrayed  all  the  expenses. 
The  great  treat  came  off  on  January  8th.  As  a  token  of  the  friendship  and  goodwill  between 
the  great  families  of  Belvoir  and  Belton,  the  dinner  at  Grantham  was  attended  by  the  Marquess 
of  Granby  and  Lord  George  Sutton.  Lord  Granby  was  not  only  courteous  and  cordial  to  young 
Brownlowe,  but  made  a  special  point  of  doing  honour  to  the  Speaker  and  Lady  Gust. 

In  the  morning  Brownlowe  had,  as  his  father’s  son,  taken  up  his  right  to  be  a  freeman  of 
Grantham,  and  had  received  an  enthusiastic  welcome  from  the  Corporation  at  the  Town  Hall. 
In  his  speech  to  the  Corporation,  in  which  due  allusion  was  made  to  the  important  sen  ices 
which  Sir  John  Cust  was  rendering  to  his  country  and  to  the  town  of  Grantham,  Brownlowe 
offered  to  commemorate  the  occasion  by  a  gift  of  silver  plate.  This  offer  having  been  gratefulh 
accepted  by  the  Corporation,  took  eventually  the  form  of  a  pair  of  silver  maces.  The  account 
given  by  the  principal  performers  in  this  treat  shows  what  a  severe  tax  was  put  upon  their 
physical  constitutions  by  the  existing  laws  of  conviviality  and  hospitality.  Francis  and 
Peregrine  were  veterans  in  such  contests,  as  indeed  was  Lord  Granby.  The  clergy  were  allowed 
to  leave  the  revels  at  the  stage  of  the  proceedings  when  conviviality  became,  as  it  was  intended 
and  expected,  real  excess.  Young  Brownlowe  was  known  to  be  of  less  robust  constitution, 
and  he  himself  pars  tribute  to  the  consideration  shown  him  by  Lord  Granby  in  not  pressing 
him  to  drink  too  much  wine.  The  festivities  lasted  till  past  one  in  the  morning  when,  as  Brownlowe 
wrote  to  his  father,  “  Pere  went  to  bed  at  the  George,  and  Frank  and  I  took  my  grandmother  s 
coach,  wch  they  sent  for  us,  and  returned  home  very  sober.”  Francis,  however,  in  his  letter, 
which  was  full  of  praise  for  Brownlowe’s  behaviour  all  through  the  day,  ends  by  saying  “  that 
Brownlowe  came  home  with  me  in  ye  coach  this  morning  between  two  and  three  o  clock  by 
Snow-light  We  were  both  of  us  a  little  boshy  but  not  much  ;  and  we  took  care  of  one  another. 
Brownlowe  adds  a  pleasant  touch  by  telling  his  father  that  “  I  was  very  well  received,  which 
gave  me  very  great  pleasure,  and  I  believe  it  proceeded  out  of  real  regard  to  you. 

The  proceedings  at  Grantham  had  not  been  without  a  jarring  note.  It  so  happened  that 
the  retiring  Alderman  and  the  Alderman  for  the  time  being  were  both  adherents  of  Mr.  CalcrafU 
At  the  dinner,  where  the  Marquess  of  Granby  was  present,  opportunity  was  taken,  m  view  of 
Lord  Granby’s  notorious  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Calcraft,  of  proposing  in  his  lordship’s  presence  and 
that  of  young  Brownlowe  Cust  to  drink  success  to  Mr.  Calcraft  in  all  his  efforts.  Lord  Granby 
however  as  a  true  gentleman  and  a  loyal  friend  to  Sir  John  Cust  evaded  the  trap  by  expressing 
his  friendship  for  Mr.  Calcraft  and  assuring  the  company  that  he  was  taking  all  the  pains  he  could 
for  him  at  Rochester,  for  which  constituency  Mr.  Calcraft  had  recently  been  an  unsuccessful 
candidate.  In  view  evidently  of  Lord  Granby’s  decision  Mr.  Calcraft  elected  to  pursue  his 


candidature  for  Rochester,  for  which  he  was  returned  in  17C8. 

A  new  element  of  discord  however  began  to  show  itself  in  the  local  politics  of  Grantham 
and  its  neighbourhood.  The  friendly  accord  between  the  ruling  families  at  Belvoir  and  Belton 
still  held  good.  The  Duke  of  Rutland  had  a  younger  brother,  Lord  William  Manners,  who 
through  an  early  liaison  during  his  residence  at  Cambridge  University  had  several  illegitimate 
children,  to  whom  he  devoted  much  parental  care.  Anxious  to  establish  himself  and  his  family 
as  a  rival  house  to  Belvoir  Castle,  Lord  William  Manners  purchased  an  old  mansion,  formerly 
a  Franciscan  monastery,  at  Grantham,  known  as  The  Grange,  and  not  only  obtained  for  his 
son  Mr.  John  Manners,  a  seat  in  Parliament,  but  also  in  17C4  a  rich  wife  m  the  person  o 
Ladv  Louisa  Tollemache,  elder  sister  and  co-heiress  of  the  Earl  of  Dysart,  who  eventua  y 


. 
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on  the  death  of  her  brother  in  1821  became  Countess  of  Dysart  in  her  own  right.  In  March, 
1766,  it  was  rumoured  in  Grantham  and  duly  reported  to  Sir  John  Cust  that  Lord  M  llliam 
Manners  had  purchased  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  the  royalty  of  the  Manor  and  Soke  of 
Grantham.  This  Manor,  which  was  originally  a  dower  of  the  Queen-Consort  of  England,  had 
been  granted  by  King  William  III.  to  William  Bentinck,  first  Earl  of  Portland.  The  Soke, 
meaning  a  district  wherein  the  power  and  liberty  to  administer  justice  is  exercised,  comprised 
detached  portions  in  three  Hundreds  of  the  County,  the  Hundreds  of  Winibrigs  (in  which 
lay  Grantham),  of  Trehow  (in  which  lay  Belton)  and  Bettisloe.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Soke 
had  been  granted  by  charter  to  the  Alderman  and  Justices  of  Grantham.  The  sale  of  the 
Manor  was  a  direct  affront  to  Sir  John  Cust,  who  had  good  reasons  for  thinking  that  he  should 
have  been  given  the  option  of  purchase  before  Lord  William  Manners.  This  was  the  view 
generally  taken  in  Grantham  itself.  Application  was  at  once  made  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
by  the  Speaker  both  in  person  and  through  his  friend,  the  Earl  of  Egmont.  In  each  case  the 
only  reply  elicited  was  that  Lord  William  Manners  had  applied  through  the  Marquess  of  Granby 
some  months  before,  and  that  if  the  Duke  could  not  make  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
them  Sir  John  Cust  should  have  the  next  offer.  The  purchase,  as  was  fully  expected,  was 
eventually  completed  by  Lord  William  Manners,  and  the  Manorial  rights  have  since  descended 
to  the  Earls  of  Dysart,  as  representatives  of  Mr.  John  Manners.  This  affair  caused  a  great 
deal  of  ill-feeling  in  Grantham  and  the  neighbourhood,  leading  to  much  dispute  and  loca 
bickering  as  to  the  actual  exercise  of  manorial  rights. 

•  The  Speaker  and  his  family  had  soon  a  further  cause  for  annoyance  from  the  same  quarter 
The  Speaker’s  colleague  in  the  representation  of  Grantham,  Lord  George  Sutton,  who  had 
inherited  the  great  Sutton  estates  in  Nottinghamshire,  was  disposed  in  view  of  an  impending 
general  election  to  vacate  his  seat  at  Grantham  and  seek  election  for  the  county  of  Nottingham. 
As  by  agreement  the  representation  of  Grantham  was  divided  between  the  families  at  Belvoir 
and  Belton,  Lord  William  Manners  took  advantage  of  his  new  position  to  put  forward  his 
son  Mr  John  Manners,  at  the  time  member  for  Newark,  as  a  candidate  for  Grantham  as  a 
colleague  or  even  an  opponent  for  Sir  John  Cust.  The  Speaker  was  moved  to  indignation 
and  refused  absolutely  to  appear  as  a  colleague  of  Mr.  John  Manners.  In  this  he  \\as  suppor  e 
by  the  Marquess  of  Granby,  who,  although  refusing  to  countenance  Mr.  John  Manners  as  a 
candidate  for  Grantham,  could  find  no  other  member  of  the  Manners  family  to  propose  bu  a 
Captain  Manners,  an  illegitimate  son  of  the  reigning  Duke,  and  therefore  Lord  Granby  s  hall- 
brother.  Popular  feeling  in  Grantham,  as  well  as  the  Speaker's  own  feelings, -  resented  deeply 
a  choice  of  bastards  for  the  representation  of  the  Borough.  In  view,  however,  of  the  ad\  antages 
arising  from  an  agreement  between  Belton  and  Belvoir  Castle,  the  Speaker  was  persuaded  by 
the  Family  Conclave  to  accept  the  candidature  of  the  Duke's  son  as  “  being  sprung  rom  e 
Duke’s  own  loins.”  Lord  William  Manners,  at  the  time  supported  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Calcra  , 
did  not  relinquish  his  intention  of  pushing  the  candidature  of  his  son,  Mr.  John  Manners. 

It  was  probably  this  acquisition  of  property  by  Lord  William  Manners  which  e  ir  on 
Cust  to  inquire  from  Mr.  Nathaniel  Ryder,  son  of  the  late  Chief  Justice,  Sir  Dudley  Ryder, 
if  his  mother  had  any  intention  of  disposing  of  her  small  estate  at  Harrowby  on  the  border 
of  the  Belton  estate,  from  which  the  Chief  Justice’s  family  eventually  took  their  title.  1  i 

however  proved  not  to  be  the  case.  .  ,  • 

Sir  John  had  now  reached  an  age  at  which  his  services  to  his  country,  especially  in 

exalted  position  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  entitled  him  to  consider  the  prospect  o 
retirement  with  suitable  dignity  and  reward  to  the  leisured  ease  of  a  great  County  magnate 
The  old  house  at  Grantham,  which  his  mother  had  made  over  to  him  in  1754,  vas  unsuit  j 
for  such  a  position,  and  the  Speaker  was  considering  the  question,  when  his  mother  expressed 
her  wish  to  return  herself  with  her  daughters  to  the  house  at  Grantham,  and  to  hand  over 
Belton  House  to  Sir  John.  This  was  effected  during  the  summer  of  1/66.  The  nev  arrang 
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ment  may  not  have  been  acceptable  immediately  to  the  Speaker’s  brothers,  who  for  obvious 
reasons  had  enjoyed  greater  freedom  of  home-life  under  their  mother's  roof  than  they  could 
expect  from  their  brother  and  his  wife. 

Francis  Cust,  ever  inclined  to  be  captious,  writes  in  September  complaining  to  the  Speaker 
of  an  unsuitable  re-arrangement  of  pictures.  As  events  turned  out  the  Speaker  was  not  able 
to  spend  much  of  his  time  at  Belton,  which  became  rather  a  home  and  centre  of  operations  for 
young  Brownlowe  Cust  as  his  father's  representative.  • 

Politics  were  now  in  a  very  disturbed  condition.  It  was  evident  that  the  Rockingham 
Ministry  could  not  last  much  longer.  It  fell  indeed  in  July,  when  they  were  dismissed  by 
the  King,  whose  displeasure  they  had  deliberately  incurred.  As  one  of  the  out-going  Ministers, 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Dowdeswell,  had  to  be  rewarded,  gossip  said  that  Sir  John  Cust  was 
to  be  made  a  Peer,  and  that  Mr.  Dowdeswell  would  succeed  him  as  Speaker.  William  Pitt 
was  now  sent  for  by  the  King  and  installed  in  power  with  the  Duke  of  Grafton  as  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  With  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham  the  Speaker  had  enjoyed  a  courteous 
friendship,  but  no  intimacy',  chiefly'  through  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  then  First  Lord  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty.  In  August  however  Lord  Egmont  wrote  to  the  Speaker  informing  him  that  at  an 
interview  with  the  King  he  had  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  resign  office,  partly  on  account 
of  ill-health  but  mainly  on  account  of  his  profound  disagreement  with  the  principles  of  the 
new  government.  William  Pitt  about  the  same  time  now'  quitted  the  House  of  Commons 
and  entered  the  House  of  Lords  as  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  holding  the  office  of  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
Great  man,  great  statesman  as  was  William  Pitt,  his  acceptance  of  a  peerage  was  unpopular 
in  the  country',  and  from  the  time  that  the  Great  Commoner  was  merged  in  the  Earl  of  Chatham 
his  influence  declined,  and  except  for  the  portentous  strength  of  his  individuality  he  ceased  to 
have  a  paramount  influence  on  public  affairs.  The  removal  of  Pitt  to  the  House  of  Lords 
shifted  the  political  interest  from  the  Lower  House  to  the  Upper.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
there  was  no  statesman  who  could  claim  rivalry  with  such  men  as  Lord  Mansfield,  Lord  Camden 
and  the  new  Earl  of  Chatham. 

In  the  autumn  of  17C6  a  rise  in  the  price  of  corn  stirred  up  fears  of  famine  and  produced 
serious  riots  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  In  order  to  stay  the  famine,  and  because  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  not  sitting,  the  Privy  Council  induced  the  King  to  use  his  royal  prerogative  and  put- 
an  embargo  on  the  export  of  corn,  which  turned  out  a  wise  and  effective  measure.  This  action 
however  was  seized  upon  by  the  Opposition,  who  urged  that  Parliament  should  have  been 
summoned  earlier  and  that  the  Act  of  the  Council  was  illegal.  A  front  attack  wras  therefore 
arranged  in  both  Houses  when  Parliament  reassembled  on  November  11th,  George  Grenville 
leading  the  attack  in  the  House  of  Commons,  supported  by  Edmund  Burke,  and  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Speaker,  thinking  evidently  that  the  House  of  Lords 
would  be  the  chief  scene  of  action,  allow'ed  his  chaplain,  the  Rev.  R.  Palmer,  to  attend  the 
debate  in  the  Upper  House.  Mr.  Palmer  wrote  an  interesting  account  of  this  debate  to  Richard 
Cust,  with  special  references  to  the  part  taken  in  the  debate  by*  Lord  Mansfield,  Lord  Camden, 
and  Lord  Chatham.  He  says,  that  “  Lord  Chatham  (w'ho  was  that  day  introduced  in  the 
House  by  Lord  Northington)  spoke  twice  on  this  subject  enforcing  (as  his  manner  is)  the 
arguments  which  had  been  used  before  with  appeals  to  the  Passions.  His  first  Speech  was 
in  a  gentle  and  respectful  Tone  of  Voice,  and  w'ith  becoming  Dignity.  His  Second  (after  having 
been  irritated  by  Lord  Temple,  who  however  abstained  from  personalities)  was  with  his  usual 
high  Tone  of  Voice  and  Gesture,  as  in  the  Commons.  What  passed  in  this  last  House  I  only 
learn  from  the  Speaker  to  have  been  much  ye  same,  I  mean  the  same  arguments  as  the  Lords." 

Although  this  attack  failed  the  matter  did  not  rest  at  this  point,  for  a  Bill  of  Indemnity 
was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  to  relieve  all  those  who  were  accused  of  illegal 
practices  in  restraining  the  exportation  of  grain.  The  debate  which  ensued  showed  as  great 
a  fluctuation  of  opinions  in  the  Government  as  in  the  House  of  Commons  itself.  When  on 
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December  10th  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  reached  the  House  of  Lords,  Mr.  Palmer  again  attended 
fheXbaL,  and  wrote  a  very  lively  description  to  Richard  Oust.  This  debate  began  with  a 
spirited  and  unexpectedly  successful  attack  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on  the  Earl  of  Chatham 
The  latter  in  replying  used  language  which  caused  a  heated  controversy  between  himself  and 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  managed  with  some  difficulty  to  appease. 
Lord  Mansfield's  speech  on  this  occasion  is  described  by  Mr.  Calmer  as  one  o  t  le  mo»  mas  cr  y 

and  finest  that  ever  came  even  from  this  great  orator  himself.  .  .  . 

Meanwhile  soon  after  the  Earl  of  Chatham  had  taken  office  he  began  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  especially  the  large  fortune  accumulated  ,y 
individuals  engaged  in  the  East  India  trade.  The  whole  question  of  the  Charter  to  be 

examined,  with  a  threat  that  if  the  Company  could  be  shown  to  have  exceeded  its  power  the  r 
property  might  be  confiscated  by  the  Crown.  Chatham  however  mismanaged  the  whole  affam 
When  it  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  on  November  loth  it  was  entrusted  to 
William  Beckford,  a  violent  partisan,  and  thereby  excited  the  hostility  of  Char  es  Tom  nshen  , 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  Speaker  had  a  personal  interest  in  this  debate  because 
his  brother  Peregrine  was  a  member  of  the  East  India  Company  and  took  an  important  part 
in  the  debate.  Burke  made  a  fine  and  impassioned  speech  against  Chatham.  The  motion 
for  inquiry  was  carried  on  this  occasion,  and  the  matter  formed  the  subject  of  bitter  and  animated 
debate  after  the  Parliament  reassembled  in  the  new  year  Indeed  during  d-arly»j* 
of  1767  the  state  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  became  deplorably  low.  The  Earl  of  Chatham 
offended  by  the  treatment  which  he  had  received  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond  about  the  C . 
Indemnity' Bill,  retired  to  Bath  with  the  gout  and  did  not  reappear  in  the  House  of  Lord 
several  yiars.  Although  quite  inaccessible  personally,  he  still  continued  to  dominate  the 

G0“lmht°in  thTHouse  of  Commons  passed  into  the  hands  of  Oiar.es  Tcmnshend, 

the  brilliant  but  dangerous  financier,  whose  subsequent  actions  were  ° '  j  T  h d 

uoon  his  country  As  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  following  May  Charles  Tow  nshenil 
included  in  his  Budget  the  taxes  which  he  proposed  to  lay  upon  the  Colonies ^ ^  “ 
the  seeds  of  the  American  revolution  and  war,  which  were  to  result  eventua  1>  1  ^^CeSS^ 

and  constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America.  It  was  a  small  sum  to  start  with,  but 
the  ultimate  residt  of  his  action  was  overwhelming.  Townshend  himsel  le  m 

SeCd7s  the  repeated  wrangling  on  American  and  East  Indian 
and  With  them  the  Court  party,  sustained  an  unexpected 

Tax  which  was  opposed  with  success  by  the  representatives  of  the  landed  mtere  . 
evident  That  with  the  approaching  statutory  end  of  the  existing  Parkamen  the  position  of 
the  Government  became  more  and  more  precarious.  In  these  circums  ances  i  P 

to  learn  that  the  Speaker,  who  suffered  from  frequent  attacks  of  gout.  (o  fee 

penses  of  his  high  office  a  great  burden  on  his  estate,  began  to  ■  li[e  * 

allowed  to  refinquish  his  office  at  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  and  retire  into  private  . 

In  April,  1767,  his  brother  Richard  announced  his  intention  to  enter  “^‘““ollege 
a  Miss  Mary  Harris,  one  of  a  family  connected  by  more  than  one  family  h  J  ^ 

In  connection  with  this  event,  Sir  John  Cust  resumed  his 

a  pleasure  denied  to  him  at  the  special  request  o  is  ami  .  A-nril  4th  he  writes  to 

kindness  of  his  mother  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  her  chddren  _0n  ^ very 
thank  Lady  Cust  for  her  kind  concern  for  him  about .  the  gou  ^  *  h  g  ^ 

happily,  but  it  yesterday  attack’d  me  in  a  ridiculous  place,  vu  .  one  ot  my  nng  , 

.  Early  in  March  the  Speaker  had  an  attack  of  gout,  and  the  Home  of  Commons  had  to  adjourn  on  Thursday, 
March  12tb^  to  the  following  Monday  on  account  of  the  Speaker  s  indisposition. 


■ 
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plagued  me  to-day  more  than  I  con'd  have  imagined  in  such  a  place  However  my  Health 
is  Thank  God  very  weU  and  therforc  I  have  great  reason  to  be  satisfied.  In  this  year.  17  b,, 
the  Speaker  sat  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  for  the  fine  whole-length  portrait  in  Speaker  s  robes 
whichP  is  preserved  in  good  condition  at  Belton  House.  The  Speaker  himself  selected  as  he 
title  of  the  document,  which  he  was  to  hold  in  his  hand,  the  first  Bill  which  he  had  presen  « 
as  Speaker  to  the  King,  that  to  provide  a  settlement  for  the  Queen  upon  her  marriage, 
family  were  much  exercised  over  his  dress,  especially  the  colour  of  his  stockings.  The 
Speaker's  wig  had  to  be  taken  to  the  Studio  for  a  special  sitting  of  its  own.  The  picture,  w  lc 
cost  £150,  vis  completed  in  1708,  and  a  mezzotint  engraving  by  J.  Watson  was  published 

m  Wune  of  this  year  the  Speaker  took  the  first  step  by  consulting  in  private  his  friend,  the 
Earl  of  Egmont,  and  also  the  Earl  of  Bute,  as  to  approaching  the  King  with  reference  to  obtaining 
a  peerage  for  himself,  should  he  relinquish  his  office  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
This  was  not  the  first  communication  with  Lord  Bute  on  this  subject  for  his  courteous  reply  to 
the  Speaker,  and  to  the  Speaker's  allusion  to  other  instances  of  friendship,  Lord  Bute  said  . 
he  could  only  “  repeat  what  I  had  the  honor  of  expressing  to  you  last  year,  my  situation  has 
given  me  no  opportunity  of  learning  ought  that  might  be  of  service,  was  my  power  equa 
Sy  wishes,  your  very  just  expectations  should  be  fully  answer  d  ;  indeed  I  make  no  doubt 
but  they  will  be  :  tho’  I  may  have  no  other  merit  to  you  in  it,  my  dear  Sir,  than  earn  y 
wishing  it,  for  if  you  are  satisfied,  it  will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  whatever  channel  the 
favor  may  go  thro'.”  In  September  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  who  had  been  in  serious  iU-bealth, 
writes  to'  Sir  John  about  their  respective  prospects  at  the  ensuing  election  and  adds  that 
••  What  I  have  already  said  will  partly  anticipate  what  I  am  at  present  able  to  say  m  Regard 
to  yr  particular  view-as  I  now  stand  circumstanced,  I  can  learn  nothing,  I  can  thereof 
advise  N othing — when  I  can  do  either,  you  may  depend  upon  hearing  from  me  again.  No  g 
seems  to  have  come  immediately  from  these  overtures.  The  Session  was  again  prolonged 
vear  beyond  its  usual  limits,  as  Parliament  did  not  rise  till  July  2nd. 

7  In  September,  1767,  the  Speaker  was  informed  by  his  son  of  an  offer  of  marriage  m 
to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  by  Brownlowe's  Cambridge  and  life-long  friend  Phdtp  Yorke,  who 
had  just  succeeded  to  his  father's  estate  at  Erthig  near  Wrexham.  The  friendship  with  the 
Yorke  family  was  due  to  Cambridge  associations  at  Bene't  College  for  both  the  ”Pea  " 
his  son  Philip  Yorke  was  a  welcome  guest  in  the  Speaker’s  family,  and  the  on  y  o  I 
which  could  be  alleged  against  his  union  with  Elizabeth  at  that  time  was  inadequacy  of  means. 
Brownlowe  writes  to  Philip  from  Belton  on  September  2nd  saying 

and  the  latter  I  find  is  in  his  opinion,  of  great  consequence. 

The  details  of  this  courtship  have  already  been  published  elsewhere,*  from  which  several 
glimpses  are  obtained  of  the  family  life  at  Belton  ;  how  they  danced  on  September  1 1th,  1.6, 
the  Assembly  and  were  surprised  by  a  cold  supper  ordered  for  them  by  Sir  John, 
did  not  get  home  before  6  a.m.  ;  how  one  of  the  Corporation,  no  friend  to  Belton  left  a  supper 
given  by  the  Alderman  at  Grantham,  “  because  there  are  none  there  but  Custs  ,  how  in 
November  “  the  torrent  of  lawyers  to  town  was  so  great  that  his  father  and  mother  could  not 
"me  at  Barnet  to  brin/them  to  town.”  On  February  3rd,  .768,  Philip  Yorke  himself 

*  '  Tbe  Chronicles  of  Erthig,'  by  Albin  a  Cast  (Mrs.  Wherry),  where  many  lelters  from  Brownlowe  Cost  to  hi, 
friend  are  given. 
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writes  to  the  Speaker  from  Grantham,  saying  “  You  are  so  totally  of  the  Publick  that  even  your 

Familv  must  lament  the  multiplicity  of  your  Vocations.  ’  ,  n  ,  ,  ,  • 

Sir  John  Oust  was  at  Bolton  in  October,  where  he  entertained  Dr.  Richard  Cust  and  his 
bride,  and  Richard's  great  friend.  Dr.  John  Kelly,  Professor  of  Medicine  at  Oxford.  Dr.  he  ; 
returned  the  hospitality  of  Belton  by  providing  a  berth  for  a  young  protege  of  the  Spey 
at  Grantham,  as  a  pupil  to  Dr.  Kelly's  brother,  then  chief  mate  on  the  East  Indianian,  Lord 
Clive.’  At  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  Speaker  was  in  London  and  jus  mother _resien 
at  Belton  for  a  time  with  her  family,  he  received  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  h.s  old  .a  .  ..  - 
master  at  Grantham,  Francis  Bacon,  which  caused  the  Speaker  much  concern,  i 
“use  of  anxiety  happened  in  London.  A  Mr.  Taylor,  a  great  friend  of  young  Brow, Howe 
<Z  and  brother  to  Z  wife  of  Mr.  William  Folkes.  Ethelred, 

visitor  at  the  Speaker's  house  in  London,  and  while  there  was  taken  seriously  ill,  resultin,  i 
loss  of  reason.  The  Speaker  and  Lady  Cust  kept  their  unfortunate  friend  unde. ^heu-  roof 
for  some  time  until  it  became  necessary  to  remove  him  under  care  elsewhere. 

caused  them  some  considerable  agitation  and  alarm.  ,  ,  , 

Parliament  met  again  on  November  24th,  but  little  of  interest  took  place  befor. i  the •end 

of  the  year.  The  shadow  of  the  impending  general  election  was  now  apparent.  Si 
who  had  hitherto  been  returned  unopposed  for  Grantham  since  he  first  entered  Parliament 
found  himself  in  some  danger  of  a  contest.  This  was  due  to  the  desire  of  his  colleague  Lord 
George  Sutton,  to  contest  a  neighbouring  county.  The  situation  in  the  Manners  family  h  » 
already  been  mentioned.  Lord  William  Manners  was  anxious  to  put  forward  his  son  Mr.  o  in 
Manners  but  Sir  John  Cust,  supported  by  his  political  adherents  and  all  his  family,  stoutly 
refused  to  accept  Mr.  Manners  as  a  colleague.  The  Marquess  of  Granby,  who  was  also  opposed 
to  the  candidature  of  Mr.  John  Manners,  had  proposed  as  a  candidate  his  own  1  egi  ima  e 
brother  Captain  Edward  Manners,  to  whom  Sir  John  Cust  and  his  party  had  given  an  unw  i  hn 
assent  ’  In  view  of  a  possible  contest  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Speaker  in  London,  Brownlowe 
Cust  and  his  uncles  began  to  put  into  practice  the  usual  methods  of  treating  and  engaging 
the  votes  of  the  freemen  of  Grantham.  The  Aldermen  and  Corporation  were  duly  entertained 
to  dinner  at  Belton  on  January  4th,  1768.  A  second  entertainment  was  to ^take i  place  , 
Grantham  itself  in  conjunction  with  the  representatives  of  Belvoir  Castle  The  Marque. 
Granby  a  valiant  soldier,  gentleman  and  boon  companion,  but  rather  a  shifty  man  in  politics 
and  business  agreed  with  Brownlowe  Cust  to  walk  the  town  together,  this  being  a  preset 
form  of  soliciting  votes  in  aid  of  their  respective  candidates.  Sir  John  Cust,  and  either  Lord 
George  Sutton  or  Captain  Edward  Manners,  as  the  case  might  be.  This  was  confirmed 
a  meeting  between  the  Speaker  and  Lord  Granby  at  Court.  Another  suggestion  was 
Mr  Thoroton  the  Duke  of  Rutland’s  confidential  agent,  should  be  the  chosen  represen  a  ive 
from  Belvoir  Castle.  Much  correspondence  and  many  negotiations  took  place  upon  the ^ubp* 
of  this  canvass,  and  eventually  it  did  come  off,  the  Marquess  of  Granby  and  Brown  lo»eC„st 
walking  the  town  on  January  25th,  1768,  and  calling  on  the  voters,  not  omitting  Lmd  Wdham 
Manners  while  the  expenses  of  the  canvass  were  divided  between  the  Duke  of  Rutland ^  and 
Sir  John  Cust  As  events  turned  out.  Lord  George  Sutton  was  not  chosen  as  candidate 
Leicestershire,  and  therefore  resumed  his  candidature  at  Grantham,  so  that  when ^the  gene 
election  did  come  in  March,  Sir  John  was  once  more  returned  L  Duke 

Sutton  as  his  colleague  on  March  16th.  The  total  joint  expenses  defrayed  by  Duke  a 

Sk^Z^W  lllVmTl  rather  acrimonious  correspondence  took  place  between 
Sir  John  Cust  and  Lord  William  Manners  regarding  the  legal  rights  of  t he  in  erm, •  h  L 
the  manors  within  the  Soke  of  Grantham.  Since  the  recent  purchase  of  he  Maraud  Soke 
by  Lord  William  Manners  the  neighbouring  landowners  had  been  mak  g  q  - 
exact  position  as  to  manorial  rights.  So  long  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  Lord  of  the  Manor 


■  •  1 1  ■ .  un  a 

,•  , 


90 


RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY. 


no  question  of  the  sort  had  arisen.  The  local  resentment  caused  by  the  action  of  Lord  William 
Manners  disturbed  this  equanimity.  Sir  John  Cust  being  the  principal  landowner  concerned 
was  the  natural  spokesman  for  himself  and  his  neighbours,  and  this  disagreeable  correspondence 
was  therefore  conducted  through  him. 

In  January,  1768,  the  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  was  resumed 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  when  Peregrine  Cust,  who  represented  at  that  time  Bishop  s  Castle  in 
Shropshire,  had  the  unusual  distinction  of  being  summoned,  as  a  Director  of  the  East  India 
Company,  to  be  examined  by  the  House  of  Lords  about  the  Company  s  dividends.  This 
summons  was  received  by  the  House  of  Commons  with  due  solemnity ,  and,  full  regard 
having  been  given  to  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Peregrine  Cust  was  allowed  to 
attend,  under  suitable  escort,  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords.* 

Meanwhile  an  event  happened  in  London  which  turned  out  to  be  of  portentous  significance 
for  the  Speaker.  After  five  years’  exile  in  France,  John  Wilkes,  harassed  by  his  creditors  and 
relying  upon  the  ever  short  memory  of  the  British  public,  decided  to  avail  himself  of  the  in¬ 
stability  of  the  Government  and  the  approach  of  the  Septennial  General  Election,  to  make 
once  more  a  bold  venture  to  regain  his  former  popularity.  Wilkes  paid  a  short  visit  to  London 
on  December  3rd,  1767,  with  the  intention  of  making  public  his  intended  candidature  for  the 
City  of  London,  and,  after  two  months  or  so  waiting  in  safety  in  Holland,  returned  to  London 
for  good  in  the  first  days  of  February,  1768.  He  had  at  once  set  to  work  to  utilise  the  press 
in  his  plan  of  campaign  against  the  Government.  When  advised  to  be  prudent  he  thus  replied, 
“  What  the  devil  have  I  to  do  with  prudence  ?  I  owe  money  in  France,  am  an  outlaw  in  Eng¬ 
land,  hated  by  the  King,  the  Parliament,  and  the  bench  of  bishops. . .  .1  must  raise  a  dust  or 
starve  in  a  gaol.”  An  opportunity  for  raising  a  dust  quickly  occurred  and  was  seized  upon  by 
Wilkes,  the  victim  being  the  unsuspecting  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Early  in  February  one  of  those  parliamentary  incidents  occurred  which  for  the  moment 
bring  the  Speaker  into  public  notice  as  an  individual  and  make  him  a  target  for  criticism.  In 
May,  1766,  the  Mayor  of  Oxford,  Mr.  Philip  Ward,  and  other  members  of  the  corporation, 
finding  the  City  of  Oxford  liable  to  discharge  certain  bonds  due,  for  which  payment  was  not 
forthcoming,  approached  the  sitting  members,  the  Hon.  Robert  Lee  and  Sir  Thomas  Stapylton, 
with  a  written  proposal,  that  if  these  gentlemen  could  advance  a  sum  of  £/,500  to  relie\e  the 
city’s  debts,  they  could  count  on  safe  re-election  on  the  next  occasion,  if  they  sought  it.  It 
would  appear  that  these  worthy  officials  never  dreamt  that  this  proposal  would  e\er  land  them 
in  serious  difficulty,  especially  as  the  two  gentlemen  concerned  declined  as  a  matter  of  course, 
and  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  raised  the  money  elsewhere.  In  January,  1768,  the  approach 
of  the  General  Election  brought  about  a  manifestation  of  virtuous  indignation  in  the  House 
of  Commons  at  the  extensive  corruption,  which  had  set  in  through  all  the  constituencies. 
Members  being  called  upon  to  clear  their  own  characters,  Sir  Thomas  Stapylton  revealed  what 
had  happened.  The  House  of  Commons,  in  an  outburst  of  piety  and  virtue,  at  once  decided 
to  make  a  public  example  of  the  unfortunate  persons  concerned  in  this  act  of  corruption.  The 
ex-Mayor,  Philip  Ward,  and  several  other  members  of  the  Corporation  were  ordered  to  attend 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House.  As  they  acknowledged  their  crime  they  were  informed  that  they 
had  committed  “  a  high  and  flagrant  Breach  of  the  Privilege  of  this  House,  tending  to  subvert 
the  Freedom  and  Independence  of  Parliament.”  As  a  punishment  they  were  ordered  to  be 
committed  under  the  Speaker's  warrants  to  detention  in  gaol  at  New'gate.  Here  the  unfortunate 
offenders  spent  a  few  wretched  days,  until  they  sent  an  apology  and  a  petition  for  release. 
They  were  then  summoned  again  to  the  Bar  of  the  House,  where  on  their  knees  they  reeei\ed 
a  solemn  reprimand,  composed  and  addressed  to  them  by  the  Speaker  from  the  Chair. 

It  is  evident  from  the  drafts,  which  the  Speaker  preserved,  that  the  composition  of  this 


*  See  Appendix, 
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speech  was  not  an  easy  matter.  It  was  left  entirely  to  the  Speaker  and 

amotion  being  at  once  made  in  the  ~  to  Sir  John 

to  print  the  Speech  by  him  mac  -  Humanity  of  the  Speaker  to  the  Oxford  Prisoners 

Orst  on  Februa?  12th  from  Oxford  say  ^  better  ^  the  Dcan  of  Christ  Church 

is  in  everybody  s  mouth,  and  Mr.  Charles  Jenk  ns  aUe  an(i  proper  manner,  highly 

last  night,  says  that  the  repranan  "aa  ^  „  Th  the  matter  should  have  ended, 

to  the  satisfac^on  o  ^e  H„  XJtX^dvised  and  unfortunate  Oxford  citizens 

si:, r  5— £5  ssars 

r."« ” ■>“»”d 

his  Pen-  x  1.  ™rv  mnph  stirred  bv  the  sufferings  of  the 

The  popular  mind  does  not  seem  to  have  b  >  ^  q{  reprimand  produced  from 

prisoners  in  Newgate,  but  the  pu  ica  ion  o  1  titled  ‘  Animadversions  on  Sir  John  Custs 

Wilkes  a  counter-attack  in  the  Public  Advertiser, ^entitled  J^xTd  ^is  ^  is  a  good 

speech  tc and  lampooner  in  framing  a  political  libel, 

“rChatwas  after  all  a  quite  legitimate,  if  so-ne-hat i  severe,  exermse i  oi The 
privileges.  He  selected  therefore  the ^  too  long  for 

Speaker  for  satire  and  eontume  y.  year  in  Bingley’s  edition  of  Wilkes’s  writings, 

its  points,  but  as  it  was  reprmted  m  the  follow  g  „  0  {  as  proof  of  Sir  John  Custs 

it  has  John  Gust  was  at  all  affected  himself 

i™s * wm«; Ta—  1- - 

that  infamous  abuse  of  your  speech  a  great  degree.” 

a  mark  of  ~ 

tinction  for  a  Minister  or  public  official  to  he  singled  ^^ruary-  19th  to  reprimand 

an  rci  — — *  -  - 

Election.  On  March  lOth  Parl—  was  p^  place  theText  day. 

rZoM  Uh  “u“—  for  the  ttae  beh*  *.»  his  arduous  duties  as  Speaker 

0f  t  h^  r  “Ttated,  the  election  at  O—  ~  W  Glutton 

continuing  ^  oandtdatoe  wrth  t  e  rf  seeing  hia  aon,  Brownlowe,  enter  on 

;XPrntrySlife°hhny  being  returned  unopposed  ^ 

Peregrine  Oust  had  no  imore^e&iitTapplicationTo^t^  Ting  through  the  Duke  of 

Oust  now  made  a  renewed  and  mo  VV  services  as  Speaker.  In  a  letter 

Grafton,  soliciting  His  Majesty's  favour  as  a  reward  for  h  P.vately  by  gir  John 

fSTStt  Xh  he  togld  methat  he  had  laid  my  Request  before  his  Maj  :  who  wasgrac.ously 


. 
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pleas  d  to  receive  it  in  the  manner  I  cou'd  wish  that  from  the  present  state  of  affairs  the  King  s 
Servants  cou  d  not  advise  His  Maj :  to  create  any  new  Peers,  but  that  if  I  had  no  objection 
to  take  the  office  of  Speaker  again  my  Request  shou'd  be  granted  after  one  or  at  most  two 
sessions.'’  In  his  courteous  reply  Lord  Bute  writes,  “  There  are  few  things  that  can  happen 
wherein  I  more  sincerely  interest  myself,  than  in  the  success  of  your  application.  I  ever  thought 
you  had  merited  this  mark  of  His  Majesty’s  Royal  favour,  &  rejoice  to  find  the  same  opinion 
in  those  of  much  more  consequence  than  I  am.” 

It  was  therefore  more  or  less  in  obedience  to  a  royal  command  that  Sir  John  Gust  awaited 
the  summons,  should  it  come,  to  occupy  once  more  the  Chair  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
In  the  meantime  he  retired  to  Belton  where  he-  busied  himself  in  his  son's  election,  as  well  as 
his  own,  and  took  the  opportunity  of  visiting  his  property  in  Huntingdonshire  and  recording 
his  vote  there,  as  solicited  by  the  Duke  of  Manchester  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  On  this 
occasion  he  was  joined  on  the  way  by  Brownlowe,  and  after  the  polling  at  Huntingdon  was  over 
the  father  and  son  visited  Cambridge  and  renewed  their  respective  acquaintances. 

The  General  Election  produced  but  little  change  in  the  political  world.  The  Duke  of  Grafton 
remained  Prime  Minister,  but  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  on  whose  support  the  Duke  had  depended 
when  be  took  office,  disappeared  from  the  scene  of  action.  There  probably  was  no  time  in 
English  history  when  politics  sank  to  a  lowrer  level  of  credit,  and  where  a  Government,  supine 
and  vacillating,  was  only  maintained  in  office  by  the  impossibility  at  the  moment  of  substituting 
anything  better.  It  was  due  to  these  circumstances  that  one  matter,  one  person  onlv,  managed 
to  dominate  the  scene  of  action.  This  person  wras  again  John  Wilkes. 

On  his  return  from  France,  \\  ilkes,  relying  quite  as  much  on  the  unpopularity  of  the  Grafton 
administration  as  on  his  owrn  popularity  with  the  mob  and  in  the  press,  defiantly  offered  himself 
as  a  candidate  for  the  City  of  London.  Although  he  was  badly  defeated  in  this  contest,  he 
obtained  sufficient  credit  and  public  notice  by  this  candidature  to  embolden  him  to  strike 
rapidly  by  offering  himself  immediately  as  a  candidate  for  the  County  of  Middlesex.  Wilkes 
was  now  a  popular  favourite,  and  ‘  Wilkes  and  Liberty  ’  or  ‘  Wilkes  and  No.  45  ’  (being  the 
number  of  the  ‘  North  Briton  '  for  which  he  had  been  prosecuted  for  attacking  the  King)  became 
the  catch  wrords  of  a  revolutionary  mob,  leading  to  riots  in  London.  In  these  violent  cir¬ 
cumstances  Wilkes  gained  an  easy  victory  at  the  poll.  Being  now  secure  of  the  popular  favour. 
Wilkes  proceeded  to  challenge  the  Court  and  the  Government  on  the  question  of  his  outlawry, 
which  would  prevent  him  from  taking  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons.  On  April  20th 
Wilkes  appeared  at  the  King's  Bench  and  surrendered  himself  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield. 
To  the  surprise  of  everyone,  including  Wilkes  himself,  Lord  Mansfield  by  a  legal  quibble  declined 
to  receive  his  surrender.  Wilkes  again  seized  a  point  of  advantage,  and  posing  as  a  law-abiding 
citizen,  compelled  the  law-officers  to  remove  this  legal  quibble  and  complete  his  arrest.  This 
having  been  done,  Wilkes  w'as  duly  committed  to  gaol  in  the  King’s  Bench  Prison  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  his  progress  to  gaol  being  in  the  nature  of  a  popular  ovation.  During  these  troubled 
days  riots  were  continually  breaking  out  in  the  City  of  London  and  elsewhere,  controlled  in  the 
Citj  by  the  spirited  action  of  Lord  Major  Harley.  In  Westminster  and  elsew’here  the  Govern¬ 
ment  through  Lord  Weymouth,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  Viscount  Barrington,  the  Secretary 
for  War,  had  taken  military  precautions  for  keeping  the  peace,  in  view  of  any  serious  outbreak, 
while  Wilkes  was  in  gaol.  Serious  riots  had  taken  place  led  by  the  coal-heavers  and  sailors 
in  Wapping.  In  all  these  troubles  Sir  John  Cust  was  not  personally  concerned.  For  him 
the  question  of  the  Speakership  was  sufficient  to  command  his  attention.  It  was  again  rumoured 
that  Sir  John  Cust  wrould  be  made  a  Peer  and  that  Mr.  Dowdeswell  would  be  elected  Speaker, 
but  in  view  of  the  Kings  own  wish,  as  conveyed  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton  to  Sir  John  Cust, 
and  presumably  also  to  a  meeting  of  members  of  Parliament,  it  was  decided  to  propose  Sir  John 
Cust  for  re-election.  It  is  quite  clear  that  Sir  John  himself  did  not  seek  re-election,  for  he 
was  tired  out  by  the  last  Parliament,  and  his  health  was  already  giving  signs  of  being  inadequate 
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for  anv  further  prolonged  strain.  It  was  however  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  House  that  lie 
should  be  chosen  again  to  occupy  the  Chair,  and  he  could  not  do  other  than  accede  to  this 
request.  The  next  Parliament  met  on  May  10th,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  election  of  a 
Speaker.  In  a  few  chosen  words,  Lord  Charles  Spencer  moved  the  re-election  of  Sir  John 
Cust,  and  after  alluding  to  the  duties  and  qualifications  of  a  Speaker,  said  that 

“  in  whom  shall  we  more  surely  find  them,  than  in  the  Flight  Honourable  Gentleman,  who.  during 
the  last  Parliament,  filled  that  Chair  with  so  much  Honor  to  himself  and  so  much  satisfaction  to 
the  House?  Those  who  were  Members  of  that  Parliament  must  feel  that  what  I  say  falls  short 
of  his  real  Deserts  :  those  who  were  not,  and  consequently  had  not  an  opportunity  of  being  so 
immediately  acquainted  with  his  Merit,  will  very  soon  be  sensible  that,  my  Commendations  are 
poor  and  insufficient,  though  built  on  the  truest  ground. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Henry  Temple,  \  iscount  Palmerston,  who  said  : 

“  I  rise  to  second  the  motion  ;  rather  from  a  desire  I  have  of  showing  my  hearty  agreement  to 
the  proposition  made  by  the  noble  lord,  than  because  it  seems  to  require  any  further  arguments 
to  support  it.  Among  the  various  objects  which  employ  the  attention  of  a  newr  parliament  the 
Choice  of  a  Speaker  must  ever  be  of  great  importance  :  since  it  must  have  an  influence  upon  every¬ 
thing  wdiich  comes  under  our  consideration,  few  parliaments  ever  met  at  a  more  interesting  crisis 
than  the  present.  This  requires  an  exertion  of  parliamentary  wisdom  ;  and  there  is  an  ample  field 
for  its  deliberations.  We  now  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  imports  us  to  remember  that  the 
hour  of  tranquillity  is  the  hour  of  resource.  The  fate  of  this  country,  for  ages,  may  perhaps  depend 
upon  the  counsels  of  this  parliament.  In  vain  shall  we  expect  that  our  proceedings  should  be 
attended  with  that  weight  they  ought  to  be,  unless  the  person  in  that  Chair  makes  authority 
respectable.  Within  these  walls  many  gentlemen  might  doubtless  be  found,  whom  we  might  deem 
worthy  of  so  important  a  trust,  and  whose  conduct  we  might  reasonably  hope  would  justify  our 
opinion,  but  I  congratulate  the  House  that  wre  have  something  stronger  than  Opinion  on  which  to 
ground  our  confidence,  wTe  have  Experience,  the  Experience  of  the  last  Parliament,  and  the  certain 
Assurance,  which  that  and  only  that  can  give — I  will  not  so  much  offend  the  Delicacy  of  the  Right 
honourable  Member  who  has  lately  presided  here,  or  do  so  much  Injustice  to  his  Character,  as  to 
attempt  to  describe  it ;  his  best  Advocates  are  his  Actions.  I  appeal  to  them,  and  they  will  speak 
for  him  in  such  a  strain  as  must  draw  the  feeble  \  oice  of  Panegyric.  I  feel  it  more  becoming  for 
me  to  leave  to  Gentlemen's  own  Recollection,  the  Wisdom,  the  Knowledge,  the  Integrity,  the 
Impartialitv,  the  Zeal,  the  Assiduity,  with  which  the  Right  honourable  Gentleman  has  already 
executed  his  high  office;  and  to  content  myself  with  paying  to  his  Merits  the  most  honourable 
Tribute,  which  it  is  in  my  Power  to  offer,  by  seconding  my  noble  Friend  s  Motion,  that  the  Right 
Honourable  Sir  John  Cust  do  take  the  Chair  of  this  House  as  bpeaker. 

The  usual  ceremonies  then  took  place  after  Sir  John  Cust  had  replied  in  suitably  modest 
language,  begging  the  House  to  reconsider  its  decision. 

He  was  then  led  to  the  Chair  by  Lord  Charles  Spencer  and  Viscount  Palmerston,  and  after 
a  decorous  display  of  reluctance  took  his  seat  and  the  mace  was  laid  upon  the  table.  The 
proceedings  did  not  as  usual  terminate  then,  for  the  Right  Hon.  John  Shelley,  member  for 
Newark,  added  a  further  cordial  speech  of  welcome  before  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  He  said,  addressing  the  Speaker, 

“  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  testifying  the  satisfaction  I  feel  at  seeing  you  again 
called  to  that  important  Trust ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  extremely  happy  in  shewing  my  personal 
regard  and  attention.  I  must  beg  leave  to  congratulate  the  whole  House  upon  this  occasion  ;  the 
•elder  part,  those  who  would  be  most  ready  to  give  the  Chair  assistance,  I  congratulate  them  upon 
the  ease  thev  will  find  from  your  explanations  ;  with  regard  to  the  younger,  I  congratulate  them 
upon  the  favour  and  indulgence  they  will  receive  at  your  hands.  Sir,  the  fortune  you  have  not 
only  in  possession,  but  still  so  great  in  reversion,  must  add  weight  and  dignity  to  the  Chair  you 
fill,  as  wTell  as  be  a  security  to  the  Public  for  your  being  above  the  Temptation  of  little  U  orldly 
Allurements.  With  regard  to  integrity,  I  will  not  presume  to  say  anything  about  that,  as  your 
past  conduct  in  the  last  Parliament  gave  the  strongest  demonstration  of  it,  so  that  a  repetition 
of  it,  if  spoke  with  Truth,  must  look  like  Flattery.  ’ 
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The  next  day  the  Speaker  attended  at  the  House  of  Lords  and  received  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  the  King's  approval  of  his  election.  On  returning  to  the  House  of  Commons  the 
Speaker  addressed  the  House,  alluding  with  genuine  feeling  to  the  bad  business  and  injury  to 
health  caused  by  late  sittings,  a  warning  unluckily  to  which  the  new  House  gave  insufficient 
heed.  The  Speaker  also  informed  the  House  that  the  King  had  only  summoned  them  on 
this  occasion  to  meet  for  special  business. 

On  the  day  that  Parliament  met  to  elect  their  Speaker  serious  events  took  place  outside 
the  precincts  of  the  House.  Fearing  that  the  friends  of  W  ilkes  would  take  some  violent  action 
to  release  him  from  gaol,  the  Secretary  for  Wrar  had  stationed  troops  at  different  places  according 
to  plan.  A  large  crowd  assembled  in  St.  George's  Fields  in  the  belief  that  Wrilkes  would  break 
away  from  the  prison  and  go  to  Westminster  to  try  and  take  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
A  detachment  of  Foot  Guards  was  stationed  outside  the  prison,  and  endeavoured  to  restrain 
the  populace.  A  slight  fracas  led  to  a  violent  attack  on  the  soldiers.  After  the  Riot  Act  had 
been  read  to  no  effect,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  fire  upon  their  assailants.  Several  persons 
were  wounded,  four  casual  spectators  lost  their  lives.  Later  on  a  young  farmer,  named  Allen, 
was  shot  by  a  guardsman  in  mistake  for  one  of  the  ringleaders.  This  was  known  as  the  Massacre 
of  St.  George’s  Fields  and  became  a  great  and  important  asset  in  Wilkes's  campaign.  Prompt 
orders  were  made  by  royal  proclamation  to  suppress  riots  and  all  unlawful  assemblies. 

The  first  business  of  the  new  House  of  Commons  was  to  thank  the  King  for  the  prompt 
measures  taken  by  his  command  to  secure  public  safety.  George  Grenville,  however,  made 
a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  magistrates  of  Westminster  for  their  apathy  and  negligence  in 
allowing  the  recent  riots  to  reach  such  a  height  of  danger,  and  contrasted  with  this  the  wa\ 
in  which  the  Lord  Mayor  Harley  and  the  City  Corporation  had  controlled  and  suppressed  the 
troubles  within  the  City  precincts.  Lord  North  then  moved  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House 
be  given  to  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Harley,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  for  his  \  igilant 
and  active  conduct,  in  support  of  the  Laws,  and  for  the  Preservation  of  Public  Peace  during 
the  late  Disturbance.”  The  Lord  Mayor  was  invited  to  attend  at  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  on  May  16th  the  Speaker  made  him  a  complimentary  address,  thanking  him  in  the 
name  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  his  services  on  this  occasion.*  On  May  18th  the  question 
of  the  outlawry  of  Wrilkes  came  up  for  debate.  A  motion  by  Colonel  Luttrell  inquiring  vh\ 
the  Laws  had  not  been  put  in  force  against  Wilkes  on  his  return  in  February  was  ruled  by  the 
Speaker  to  be  out  of  order.  The  debate  gave  an  opportunity  for  the  Hon.  Thomas  Lyttelton 
to  speak,  when  he  urged  with  some  force  that  the  affairs  of  America  were  of  greater  importance 
than  those  of  Mr.  John  Wilkes. 

Another  question  raised  during  this  short  session  was  a  proposal  to  embody  the  Militia 
as  an  additional  protection  to  the  country  from  riot  and  disorder.  This  proposal  created  so 
much  disapproval  in  the  country  that,  under  pressure  from  the  County  Members,  it  was  dropped. 

The  House  was  adjourned  on  May  21st  till  June  2nd,  on  which  day  it  met  for  a  few  hours 
only,  to  be  adjourned  over  and  over  again  to  June  21st,  to  August  11th,  to  September  13th, 
and  at  last  prorogued  to  the  following  November. 


*  See  Appendix. 
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LETTERS  FROM  THE  REV.  R.  PALMER,  CHAPLAIN  TO  THE  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS,  TO  THE  REV.  DR.  RICHARD  CUST  AT  BELTON,  1/66. 

Dear  Sir,  ,  ,  T  ,  ieast  to  entertain  with  the  best  account  I  could 

Among  several  Correspondents  whom  I  tore  meant leas .  Wjnte  ^  ^  Succcssouri  f  am  sorry 

JS-'S” about  the  whole,  least  my  own 

observation  or  memory  might  deceive  or  mislead  me  m  »!  P"l*  following  Question,  ;  1.  That  it 

Secretary  Conway  opened  the  Debates  with  a  “°  1  have  ,L  RjgM  t0  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  Cases 

be  Resolution  of  this  House  that  the  King.  Lor  s  1  America  most  dangerous  in  their  Tendency 

u,kateoeee,  2.  That  there  had  been  1  lots  -  ^ ” ^ot“°  of  sevLl  Assemblys,  and  that 

This  wasf derogatory  Jo  toekomTof  toe” Crown  of  Great  BtoUin.  ^J^u" 

s:rt.n:  Z'tzs ^  ^  *.  « 

should  demand  Satisfaction  for  the  same  to  a ll  the  S  ’///crcrs.  the  House  till  between  three  and 

four^tois^mornin^*0!1  attended^he'^hole^and'was^aiUnostJtoe^inljJperson^h^  who  was  not  a  Member,  orders 

^^Ttoe'substanc^of^the^everatofpeechtoJ'oiJrather  of  Taxation^nterrml 

possibly  give  in  a  Letter— The  Intent  of  -  r.  onwaj  s  >  P  Dowedswell— for  the  Right  of  Taxation  ;  but  left 
as  well  as  external  ;  and  then  to  repeal  the  Stamp  -  •  -  •  ^  ^  A<jfc  when  it  came  under  Consideration. 

the  House  at  Liberty  to  act  as  they  p  ease  Attorney  General  spoke  long  and  learnedly 

Mr.  Stanley,  strongly  for  the  Motion  in  order  to  enforce  the  Act.  The  Attorney  Gene^  J  ^  ^fs  Enforciug  jt 

for  the  support  of  the  Bfghftorf  ^‘‘““^’aJ ’FkulTwith  his  History  and  Reasoning;  and  was  against  the 
Mr.  Beckford  answered  Mr.  York,  Unaing  great  ,  d  t  viz  That  it  be  particularly  specifyed 

Right.  Mr.  Nugent  mention^  (hut  d.d  not  movm  for)  an  ‘^f^kl  excellently  wjil  for  the  Right  of 

y*  Right  of  imposing  internal  Taxe  .  •  T  cQ  far  ^  i  could  judge  he  seemed  to  speak 

Taxation  ;  but  was  willing  to  leave  the  Question  ^ch  Ike  thaJ  J  reading  a  Lecture  in 

fuller  and  cleverer  to  the  Point  than  Mr.  Yo  ,  g  hantisomelv.  Mr.  Hussey  was  for  supporting 

College.  Mr.  Tho  :  Pit  spoke  for  1  answerad  him.  Sergent  Hewit  spoke  next,  but  Nobody 

the  right,  but  repealing  the  Act.  *Ur.  \\  eaue  ^Doused  his  arguments,  &  complimented 

could  hear  him  that  could  help  it  except  the  Famous  tLJou.  Mr.  Burke  said  that 

him  upon  them.  By  this  you  will  judge  that  g  d  F  derick  Campbell  absolutely  for  enforcing 

it  was  right  in  Theory,  but  not  at  all  expedient  in  Pra clue.  Imrd  t  re  p  ,  the  Question  the 

the  Act.  Col  ;  Barry  spoke  long  and  most  warmly  toe  l V  for  enforcing  the  Act ; 
Words  All  cases  whatsoever.  Then  r^e  Mr -Gcenv^e  ^  ^  CQuld  be  said,  though  no  more  than  what 

And  who  spoke  with  his  usual  good  .  e  I  ’  t  hejp  se€ing  in  him  too  much  of  the  Spirit  of 

he  had  said  before,  for  so  dangerous  a  Measure.  f  ^  G*enviJle  Mr.  Pit,the  great  Commoner,  addressed 

Opposition,  and  secretly  wishing.  Si  sic  pro  Pa  .  ,  like  Mr  Grenville,  he  said  but  little  new, 

thePHouse  in  the  best  Speech  I  have  yet  'remarkable  this  Speech 

yet  he  kept  much  closer  to  the  point  m ^debate  t  dd^  ^  waa  9upported  by  the  same  Arguments  ; 

in  the  House  of  Commons  and  That  of  Lord  Umde  concert  •  and  Both  also  took  occasion  to  compliment 

in  so  much  that  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  nothing  new  or  stronger 

each  other’s  Abilities  and  Virtues.  I  believe  Mr.  Pit  dlsaPPol^e^  line  Talents  and 

than  heretofore,  in  the  support  of  the  q^eTS  ^et  S  myEars.  After  great  Professions 

Spirit  in  several  points  of  his  Speech.  One  stra  Concluded  with  a  Tone  of  Voice  and  Manner  most 

of  the  goodness  and  reasonableness  of  his  Principles  ^  World/.  Sr  Fletcher  Norton 

affecting,  “  so  I  preserve  the  Integrity  of  my  Pnncip  es,  Blakestone  spoke  again  after  these  Gentlemen 

Again  attacked  him,  but  not  with  the  same  it  there  not  as  the  Repre- 

to  explain  himself  on  his  former  speech,  an  Custom  and  Usage.  There  were  one  or  two  more  Speakers 

aentativcs  of  the  whole  Body  of  the  People,  but  J  ^  Issue  that  the  Question  was  carried, 

“ — the — — s 

WillIhemgeyUou  £  mat  mytest  compliments  accept  me  to  Lady  Cust,  the  young  Ladies,  *  Mr.  *  Mrs.  Gibert  ; 

and  beleive  me  to  be  with  true  esteem  Dear  Sir, 

„  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

All  in  Downing  Street  are  well.  *  R.  Palmer. 

Feb.  4.  1766. 


- 


96 


RECORDS  OF  THE  GUST  FAMILY. 


Feb.  8. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  any  Letter  of  mine  has  afforded  the  least  Entertainment  to  you  ;  and 
still  happier  that  it  was  agreable  to  the  Ladies.  And  as  you  have  given  me  encouragement  to  communicate 
to  you  what  was  the  Issue  of  the  remaining  Questions,  I  will  give  you  the  best  account  I  can,  which  your  polite 
Acknowledgement  of  my  last  so  well  deserves.  And  as  I  learn  that  Mr.  Brownlowe  has  prevented  me  in  a  great 
degree,  I  shall  have  little  merit  to  claim  in  the  short  account  that  is  left  me  of  what  passed  in  the  House  yesterday. 
On  Monday  and  Wednesday  the  House  sat  till  between  two  and  three  the  next  morning,  on  both  which  Days 
I  had  not  power  to  move  till  It  arose  ;  and  was  adjourned  on  Thursday  morning  till  Friday  (Feb.  17),  on  which 
Day  Mr.  Grenville,  animated  with  his  former  success  by  the  mysterious  conduct  of  Mr.  Pit,  who  drew  in  the 
Ministry  to  join  on  that  Occasion  with  the  mob  he  hates,  proposed  his  last  Question  in  the  House,  which  was 
that  “  an  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  that  all  the  Laws  of  the  British  Legislatures,  which  had  been 
violated  in  the  Colonies,  should  be  put  in  Execution.”  Mr.  Pit  now  thought  proper  to  oppose  Mr.  Grenville 
in  the  w’armest  Terms  ;  and  was  judged  never  to  have  spoke  better  yn  on  the  present  Question.  For  my  own 
part,  I  never  heard  him  speak  with  so  much  reason  and  Eloquence  united  before.  He  kept  close  to  the  Point 
in  debate  ;  a  merit  which  he  has  not  all  ways.  And  having  considered  the  reason  applyed  to  the  Passions  with 
all  the  Powers  of  Eloquence.  I  am  glad  to  (do)  him  this  Justice.  I  was  glad  to  hear  him  speak  with  such 
wisdom  and  spirit  as  commanded  and  deserved  the  Attention  of  the  House  :  and  the  more  so  because  with  all 
the  honest  and  therefore  pardonable  prejudices  which  I  brought  with  me  to  Town  in  his  favour  I  protest  I 
was  never  more  mortifyed  than  in  being  obliged  to  part  with  some  of  my  esteem  for  his  Talents  and  Virtues 
on  the  two  or  three  former  times  of  my  hearing  him  attempt  to  manifest  both.  He  began  his  observations  on 
Mr.  Grenville’s  Question  with  professions  of  his  own  love  of  his  Country  and  of  Esteem  for  his  adversary  which 
did  him  honour  in  a  popular  Assembly,  and  then  proceeded  to  his  General  Arguments,  which  were — That  this 
Question  precluded  the  House  from  taking  the  Stamp  Act  under  immediate  consideration  another  Day,  by,  in 
effect,  ordering  it  to  be  put  in  execution  instantly  under  the  General  Expression  of  all  Laws — That  as- soon  as 
this  order  was  sent  to  the  Colonies,  they  would  become  a  scene  of  Blood,  which  he  painted  in  a  very  pathetick 
manner.  That  the  Stamp  Act  Itself  might  probably  be  repealed  in  a  short  time,  and  therefore  that  Blood  shed 
for  nothing — and  after  all  in  the  present  State  of  the  Colonies  you  had  no  power  to  put  these  Laws  in  execution, 
if  you  could.  In  this  speech  he  had  the  attention  of  the  whole  House,  which  however  He  spoiled  much  at  last, 
and  lessen’d  the  regard  which  was  due  to  him,  by  walking  out  of  the  House  in  a  contemptuous  manner  as  soon 
as  ever  Mr.  Grenville  rose  to  reply.  Which  contempt  Mr.  Grenville  resented  with  a  noble  spirit,  and  had  the 
Sense  of  the  House  with  him,  and  then  proceeded  to  examine  his  Arguments  in  a  masterly,  but  not  satisfactory 
manner.  I  have  been  so  much  taken  up  with  Mr.  Pit  that  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  Ch.  Townsend  was  the 
first  who  spoke  against  the  Question,  and  in  a  very  good  speech  layed  open  the  secret  design  and  exposed  the 
weakness  of  it.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  York,  on  the  same  side  of  the  Question — Mr.  York  by  Secretary  Conway, 
Sr  Wm.  Meredith,  Mr.  Dowdswell,  and  others  of  inferior  note.  Mr.  Grenville’s  great  advocates  for  the  Question 
were,  Mr.  Jenkinson,  Dr.  Hay,  Mr.  Elliot,  Sr  Fletcher  Norton,  who  all  painted  in  strong  colours  the  base  Politicks 
of  absolving  America  from  her  subjection  to  the  British  Parliament,  which  would  now  never  be  recalled.  There 
has  not  been,  I  am  well  informed,  a  finer  Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  some  years.  And  when  I  reflect 
at  this  Hour  on  the  Speeches  of  Mr.  Pit,  Mr.  Townshend,  Mr.  York,  Mr.  Grenville,  Mr.  Elliot  and  Dr.  Hay  on 
that  Day  I  am  persuaded  they  would  have  done  honour  to  old  Rome  in  all  her  glory.  But  the  splendor  of  it 
however  was  somewhat  overcast  by  a  long  Personal  contest  between  the  present  and  late  attorney  General. 
The  Latter  of  which  attacked  the  former  in  a  very  indecent  manner,  and  accused  him  publickly  of  being  a 
Temporizer,  and  had  nearly  exposed  himself  to  the  Censure  of  the  House.  Which  Mr.  Yorke  replyed  to  with 
great  dignity  &  Candour  and  had  the  Approbation  of  the  whole  House  with  him,  and  left  Sr  Fletcher  the 
contempt  of  it.  Lord  Granby  spoke  in  favour  of  Mr.  Grenville’s  Question  against  the  Ministry — The  House 
rose  about  Ten. 

I  know  of  nothing  material  to  add,  and  therefore  beg  my  most  respectfull  compliments  to  Lady  Cust,  and 
the  young  Ladies  &  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gibert.  I  will  do  myself  the  honour  of  executing  her  La’yships  commands  in 
the  subscriptions.  Yourself  might  be  very  sure  that  I  would  not  forget  to  order  the  Votes  to  Oxford,  and  will 
take  care  that  they  shall  go  regularly.  Please  to  acquaint  the  Ladies  that  the  Princess  of  Brunswick  is  brought 
to  Bed :  but  wether  of  a  Boy  or  Girl  (to  speak  in  homely  Language)  I  know  not.  All  are  well  in  Downing 
Street.  I  have  very  large  Congregations  in  the  House  of  Late  ;  and  I  love  to  see  them  there. 


Beleive  me  as  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  faithful!  humble  serv’t 

R.  Palmer. 


I  am  glad  to  hear  Miss  Dolly’s  better. 


Downing  Street, 

Saturday  (Feb.  22). 

Dear  Sir, 

This  morning  about  two  o’clock  the  Motion  in  the  Committee  for  a  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  carried 
on  a  Division  of  the  House  275  to  167.  The  Question  was  moved  for  by  Mr.  Conway  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Cowper, 
member  for  Rochester. 

Mr.  Conway  in  a  Speech  of  less  than  an  hour,  recapitulated  all  the  Arguments  which  had  been  made  use  of, 
and  added  some  new  ones  arising  out  of  the  examination  of  Evidence  before  the  House  from  the  American 
Colonies,  among  which  Mr.  Franklin  was  a  principal  one,  and  from  some  of  our  Merchants  and  Traders  into  those 
ports  at  home,  among  which  were  some  of  consequence  from  Leicester  and  Nottingham  ;  All  tending  to  shew 
the  miserable  effects  which  this  Act  had  produced  upon  Trade,  and  was  still  likely  to  produce  to  a  much  greater 
degree.  Mr.  Cowper  dwelt  most  on  the  fatal  and  unavoidable  consequences  of  enforcing  the  Act  from  the 
determined  Spirit  of  the  Americans  not  to  submit  to  It.  Mr.  Jenkinson  next  spoke  in  answer  to  these  Gentlemen 
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and  enlarged  much  on  giving  up  their  right  over  the  Colonies,  which,  by  the  repeal  of  the  Act,  he  said  would 
be  doing  it  A 'cup  and  for  erer.  And  it  must  be  owned  he  spoke  with  much  good  sense,  and  in  a  very  pathetick 
and  affecting  manner.  To  him  the  Attorney  General  replved  in  a  long  and  laboured  harangue  ;  and  with  that 
embarrass  which  must  he  natural  to  a  Man  who  had  before  voted  for  and  spoke  in  favour  of  this  very  Art.  He 
took  pains  to  shew  the  futility  of  Amendments  to  the  Act,  and  that  nothing  could  answer  the  End  proposed  but 
a  total  Repeal,  and  that  the  Americans  might  not  abuse  this  Indulgence,  he  expressed  his  own  wish  that  for 
the  honour  of  the  British  Parliament,  they  would  exert  their  Authority  in  enforcing  some  other  Acts  which  were 
not  duely  executed  in  the  Colonies.  Upon  the  whole  he  was  judged  to  acquit  himself  with  little  honour  to 
himself  or  his  cause.  Sr  Fletcher  Norton  seemed  sensible  of  it,  and  therefore  rose  immediately  on  Mr.  York’s 
sitting  down.  But  luckily  for  them  both  Mr.  Burke,  a  young  Member  and  Secretary  to  Lord  Rockingham 
getting  up  at  the  same  instant,  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Chairman,  probably  forseeing  some  mischief  named  Mr.  Burke. 

I  must  tell  you  that  this  Gentleman  is  one  of  the  best  Speakers  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  present,  and  promises 
great  things.  His  Knowledge  of  Affairs  is  both  deep  and  clear,  his  Language  copious  and  flowing.  Ilis  Classical 
Allusions,  with  which  he  loves  to  ornament  his  Speeches  very  pertinent.  and  his  Elocution  ready,  except  that. 
He  sometimes  or  rather  generally  speaks  too  fast.  His  principal  argument  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act  was  a  new 
one,  at  least  I  don’t  remember  it  to  have  been  insisted  on  in  the  House  in  that  light  in  which  he  placed  it.  whic  li 
was,  without  entering  on  the  right  of  Taxation — to  shew  from  constant  Usage,  that  Internal  Taxation  was  never 
once  thought  of  since  the  first  emigration  of  the  Americans  from  this  Country,  and  that  England  never  thought 
of  any  other  power  over  them  or  Interest  in  them,  but  that  of  regulating  their  Commerce  to  the  advantage  cf 
their  Mother  Country.  Mr.  Nugent  offered  at  a  reply,  but  I  must  own  that  I  could  not  observe  any  thing  more 
than  he  spoke  very  loud. 

To  come  now  to  Messieurs  Pit  and  Grenville.  The  former  of  which  spoke  principally  to  this  point,  viz.  that 
he  was  persuaded  that  a  repeal  of  the  Act  would  be  so  far  from  encouraging  the  Americans  in  Insults  on  Britain 
that  it  would  add  Dignity  to  the  Crown  of  England  not  to  be  afraid  of  retracting  a  false  step,  and  could  so  leek 
upon  the  Affections  of  the  Colonists  as  to  bind  them  to  us  more  cordially  than  ever,  that  we  had  no  just  rear  on 
to  be  afraid  of  their  Throwing  off  all  Subjection  to  the  British  Government,  which  Terrors  had  been  exaggerat<  il 
beyond  all  reason,  and  that  if  it  should  hereafter  happen  that  They  dared  to  refuse  Obedience  to  any  Acts  which 
the  Wisdom  and  Equity  of  that  House  should  judge  proper.  not  levying  money  on  them,  he  would  be  the  first 
man  to  .Toyn  hand  and  heart  against  such  a  sp>irit,  and  to  correct  it.  There  was  nothing  very  remarkable  that 
fell  from  him.  Only  towards  the  close,  in  allusion  to  the  Egyptian  Task  Masters  he  dignifyed  Mr.  Grenville 
with  the  Title  of  ‘  Stampmaster.’  Mr.  Grenville  closed  the  whole  debate  who  seeing,  I  suppose,  the  Sense  of 
the  House  did  little  more  than  struggle  for  some  amendments  at  least  in  his  Act,  which  last  honour  however  he 
strove  for  in  vain.  The  House  divided  as  above. 

Mr.  Conway  and  Mr.  Pit  were  huzzavd  to  their  Chairs  by  the  People  waiting  in  the  Lobby  :  who  were  very 
numerous,  and  expressed  their  Joy  with  ye  loudest  Acclamations  on  hearing  the  Division.  Poor  Mr.  Grenville 
was  hissed,  as  he  passed  through  him  (sic).  Lord  Rockingham  and  some  other  Lords  were  in  the  House — I 
wish  my  Paper  w'1  allow  me  to  say  all  I  intended.  However  you  have  the  whole,  except  a  few  Observations 
of  my  own,  which  you  may  spare.  Lord  Granby  dines  here  to-day  who  seems  to  have  let  himself  down  in  the 
affair  of  Mr.  P'  Tayler’s  Election,  professing  to  support  him  with  his  best  Interest,  and  losing  his  Point  (viz: 
the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Keck’s  Poll  in  the  House  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tavler)  160  to  24. 

I  beg  my  best  compliments  to  Lady  Cust  (whose,  commands  I  have  executed  in  regard  to  the  subscription) 
and  all  the  Family,  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  affectionately, 

R.  Palmer. 

I  was  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  other  day  and  heard  the  D.  of  Newcastle  speak  with  great  Spirit  for  his 
years. 


Feb.  24. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  hopes  that  yesterday  put  an  end  to  all  material  debates  about  the  Stamp)  Act  and  that  this  will 
be  the  last  time  I  shall  have  occasion  to  write  about  it,  I  would  not  let  it  go  off  the  Stage  without  some  account 
of  its  exit,  which  may  be  said  to  be  a  gracefull  one.  If  the  numerous  attendants  upon  it  with  hearts  dc  \  oices 
on  that  occasion  can  make  it  so. 

The  Report  from  the  Committees  being  made  of  their  several  Resolutions.  It  was  moved  by  Ld  Strange 
&  seconded  by  Dr.  Hay  that  the  first  Resolution  should  be  postponed  ;  viz.  the  Right  to  Tax  the  Colonies  in  all 
cases  ichatsoever. 

The  Principal  Speakers  were  after  the  two  first.  Mr.  Dowdswell  con — Mr.  \\  edderburn  pro — Lds  Palmerston 
&  Cavendish  Con,  Mr.  Grenville  con — who  desired  that  the  Question  might  be  dropt.  that  we  might  preserve 
some  remains  of  the  Authority  of  the  British  Parliament.  The  arguments  of  those  who  were  for  the  Question 
were  taken  from  what  they  called  the  ridiculousness  of  insisting  on  a  right  of  Taxation  in  all  cases  whatsoever 
at  the  Instant  in  which  you  were  repealing  an  Act  upon  the  resolution  of  their  assemblies  that  you  had  no  right 
to  Tax  them  at  all. 

Mr.  Dyson  then  proposed  a  previous  Resolution  to  the  Repeal  viz.  that  before  such  Repeal,  a  Censure  should 
be  passed  upon  the  Congress  of  New  York,  and  the  association  of  the  merchants.  M  hich  was  answered  by 
Mr.  Conway  with  great  spirit.  Taking  notice  first  that  the  Question  was  quite  out  of  all  Order  at  present,  which 
he  did  not  expect  from  one  who  was  a  Dictator  in  Order,  and  that  the  proper  time  for  moving  that  was  when 
the  Resolutions  of  the  same  kind  were  before  the  House,  and  asked  for  what  secret  Reasons  this  new  Question 
was  not  then  proposed,  and  why  it  was  now  1  And  also  with  what  Reason  you  could  expect  the  assemblies 
to  erase  out  of  their  Books  those  resolutions?  to  give  up  the  great  point  in  dispute,  k  to  condemn  their  own 
proceedings  ?  observing  If  you  had  power  to  enforce  this  order  previous  to  the  Repeal  of  the  Act,  you  might 
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out  24  »  to  133.  The  Houae  roa.  about  two  a*  usual.  You  have  the  times  oMt  at  Belt on ^  ^  ^ 

the  trr.iiTFH^  bXe"  the  particulars  couM  not  he  pitched  ur„„. 

rhnlthLad>dCuS't  desire  you  will  enduire  in  their  Name,  after  Mrs.  John  Garnar,  if  alive.  It  not  that 

my<eomi>nments**li'n'which>all  her.^jo'jm,  to  theTamiiy  at  Be, ton  and  add  my  own  to  Mr.  *  Mr,.  Gihert 

&  Mrs.  Marten  &  Miss,  and  am  Sir  Your  mogt  obedient 

humble  servant 

R.  Palmer. 

PS — Mr.  Peter  Taylor  has  withdrawn  his  Petition.  ,,  ,  ,  ,  T  ri  Dartmouth  his 

»r.ts±?.'isr:w:  ="-“=7  £-£?-  «  -  * 

5SMrcr."“t.  a  ni.  , , 

N.B.-I  would  beg  leave  to  observe  that  by  the  Relation  of  ^ousand 

Agreements  not  to  take  any  goods  of  any  Kind  whatever  from  '  ng  Votes  that  It  was  rejected  and 

PRys  that  such  a  resolution  was  ever  proposed,  as  it  will  now  appear  upon  the  yotesthatltwa3  reje 

consequently  be  a  kind  of  acknowledgement  that  such  conduct  in  the  Americans  was  Right. 

!  fear  the  little  account  which  I  have  to  give  jou  o«w£  h„d 

-ugr  in  their  ^ ^  a"  ^ 

in  being  witness  to  any  Debate  between  two  such  celebrated  Persons  fax  the  colonies  in  ail  cases  whatsoever. 
The  orders  for  the  Day  were  1.  The  Resolution  that  M  e  had  a  right  to  ta^  J;he  Colomes^naU  ^ 

2.  That  the  Stamp  Act  be  repealed.  Each  of  these  making  two  sep 

Shelburne  opened  the  Debate  and  was  followed  by  Lord  Pomphret.  Shelburne  speaks  well). 

Not  to  trouble  you  with  the  trite  observations  of  these  Lords  (though  “^y  employed 

Lord  Camden  rising  next  drew  the  attention  of  the  House.  Hls JP*  ■  S  Taxat-or  j  from 

in  recapitulating  and  enforcing  his  former  Arguments  and  those  Usage  of  our  own  Constitution, 

the  Law  of  Reason  and  of  Nature,  the  supreme  of  all  Laws  2.  from  Custom  A L  sage  or  „  nts 

which  never  lewd  Internal  Taxes  on  any  subject  without  their  own  consent,  examining  “d  j 

drawn  from  Wales,  Calais,  Durham,  Chester,  etc  Consequently  he ^  was  Locke  and  Harrington. 

should  have  told  you  too  that  in  the  course  of  what  he  said  he  rested  0f‘ Nature  and  Reason  which 

Lord  Mansfield  replyed  to  him.  L  Exposing  his  argument  f^He  then  went  through 

he  shew  meant  no  more  than  every  Man’s  own  Reason  A  was  m  hseif  a  mere  vagu  deduction  of 

all  the  cases  of  Calais,  the  Countries  Palatine,  etc.  :  in  a  most  masterly  quite  superficial  A 

Facts  from  History  to  our  Laws,  that  Lord  Camden  s  o  serva  ions  c  f  ifuR  a  Writer,  that  he  could  not 
Futile.  On  Harrington  he  remarked  that  he  was  known  and  estee  And  ag  to  Mr.  Locke,  though 

but  be  surprized  to  hear  him  quoted  as  an  Authoritv  o  a  n  is  '  own  Consent,  Yet  it  was  no 

he  had  said  that  money  could  not  be  raised  in  a  Free  Governmen  Circumstances  whatever.  He  took 

more  than  a  general  Proposition  never  intended  to  exten  u  a  par  i  others  A  Attendance  at  the 

occasion  to  laugh  obliquely  at  Lord  Camden’s  set  speech,  his  with 

House  of  Commons,  by  saying  that  what  fell  from  himself  was  unPre™;^‘ta  ^  Ua  ^ ien  ber  of  it.  He  concluded 
Friends  in  that  House,  or  the  Other,  where  he  had  never  been  since  he  ceased &  “of  that  Right  by  a  Bill  in 
with  Insisting  on  the  Right  of  Taxing  the  Colonies  ;  bu  was  against  ^ 

Parliament,  which  he  thought  nugatory.  Lord  Egnion  spo  ’  Feudal  Tenures  from  Historv,  and  the 

Going  back  to  the  Original  of  our  Constitution,  and  showing  from  the  Fexid^Tenuv^,lror^  ci  Taxation 
Record,  in  the  Tower,  that  the  .Supreme  Power  of  England  never  acted upon  the  confined  Prmc^le  . 

&  Representation  going  together,  but  that  when  the  1 bx.gence,  of J ,he  Uove,„„,ent.  Hi, 
upon  the  People  not  by  right  of  their  having  repmerifal.tea  but  that  of  being  «  ^  on  lhi,  0ccasio„.  The 

rfthe"  Bm,  wTcommiUed  ;  the  first  for  Monday  next,  the  other  the  Day 

I  got  to  the  House  of  ol  ^n"  Z 

ZSZ  -grower  to  the  Betaiier  and  Consumer. 

Thank  God,  Sr  J.  is  very  well  again.  Floouence  of  Ld  Mansfield 

I  have  scarce  left  myself  room  to  tell  you  that  I  was  much  more  cbamiedjdh  he  *  nQ  A  ala 

than  with  that  of  Mr.  Pit.  If  indeed  Ld  M.  can  be  said  to  affect  the  l)owe  °f  P1^Ue  ;ndm  which  gives  him 

or  Addresses  to  the  Passions, -His  powers  seem  to  consist  in  a  comprehension  of  Lnd  g  ccntemplate  in 

an  instantaneous  View  of  the  Point  on  which  the  Question  turns  ;  which  he  well  knows  shew 


. 

' 
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SIR  JOHN  OUST,  BART. 


This  Power  of  Truth  or  what 


all  its  Lights,  and  then  to  express  his  Ideas  with  equal  propriety  anil  clearness, 
seems  such  (the  Love  of  which  is  congenial  to  the  Human  mind  and  therefore  allways  affecting  to  the  Heart) 
with  a  strong  and  melodious  Voice  and  unoffending  Address,  are  his  Lordship  s  greatest  A  perhaps  the  Truest 
Yot  that  Pone  compliments  him  with  the  Power  of  Words.  For  want  of  lloom  to  sa>  more.  1  am 


Eloquence, 
dear  Sir 


My  compliments  to  all  at  Belton. 


Yours  very  sincerely, 

R.  1‘. 

March  21.  1766. 


Vs  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  my  imperfect  accounts  of  what  has  passed  in  the  Houses  relative 
to  the  Stamp  Act  have  afforded  some  little  Amusement  to  the  Family  at  Belton,  I  have  been  encouraged  to 
send  you  as  good  an  Abstract  as  I  could  make  in  a  very  short  time  of  the  Protests  against  the  Repeal  of  ,t  ,n 
the  House  of  Lords.  Previous  to  which  I  must  tell  you  that  I  was  on  Tuesday  sennight  much  entertained  with 
the  last  Debate  about  it  in  that  House:  when  Lord  Mansfield  distinguished  himself  by  his  superior  argument 
and  eloquence  more,  at  least  to  my  Judgement,  than  I  had  ever  known  him  before.  I  he  purport  of  his  speech 
was  to  show  the  great  difference  of  repealing  this  act  from  any  other  in  our  own  Countrj  which  might  <o  iound 
oppressive  or  grievous,  from  the  consideration  that  you  could  not  give  up  this  Act  to  the  Americans  without 
giving  up  their  subjection  to  the  British  Parliament  Inasmuch  as  it  was  notorious  from  several  I  apers  h  ing 
before  them  on  the  Table,  that  the  Americans  did  not  so  much  complain  of  the  inexpediency  or  Burden  of  this 
particular  Act,  as  of  the  Right  which  the  Parliament  assumed  of  taxing  them  at  all  and  as  therefore  thej  refused 
to  submit  to  the  Act  on  this  very  principle  that  the  British  Parliament  had  no  right  to  levy  Internal  Faxes  upon 
them,  so  vou  could  not  consistent  with  the  Wisdom  or  Dignity  of  Parliament  yeild  to  the  Americans  the  repeal 
of  this  Act  without  at  the  same  time  surrendering  your  authority  over  them,  which  was  never  the  Case  among 
British  Subjects;  who  however  murmuring  and  rising  against  particular  Acts  which  they  feel  or  feai  to  ae . 
Oppressive,  presume  not  to  deny  the  General  Right  of  the  Government  to  raise  Taxes  upon  them  when  the  Good 
of  the  Publick  shall  require  it.  This  argument  though  no  more  than  what  has  often  been  -uggerted  to  myself 
and  mentioned  in  conversation  with  the  Speaker  on  the  subject,  Ld  Mansfield  placed  in  all  its  Lights  m  a  most 
masterlv  Manner,  and  closed  with  a  very  pathetick  enumeration  of  the  sad  consequences  which  might  be  expected 
to  follow  naturallv  on  either  enforcing  or  repealing  the  Act.  However  though  he-  declared  himself  against 
committing  the  Bill  from  the  Commons,  you  will  not  find  him  amongst  the  Protestors 

There  have  been  two  Protests  ;  the  first  of  which  was  March  11th— and  the  several  Grounds  of  then  I  issent 

were  these  following. 

1.  A  Total  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  while  America  denyes  the  Legislative  Authority  of  Great  Britain,  must 
make  the  Parliament  contemptible  ;  and  under  these  circumstances,  in  fact  surrender  their  Ant.ent  Right  of 

Supreme  Junsdiction.^annot  ^  be  supposed  to  be  wholly  or  fundamentally  wrong  ;  because  It  passed  both 

Houses  of  Parliament  with  very  little  Opposition,  and  that  of  the  Lords  without  any. 

3.  If  particular  Parts  of  it  were  wrong  or  greivous,  they  should  be  allways  ready  to  redress  such  grena  «.<■  • 

and  they  might  be  altered  by  an  Act  to  explain  and  Amend.  .  , 

4.  Taxes  for  the  support  of  Government  ought  to  extend  equally  to  all  subjects  of  that  Go\ernment. 

anv  Partialitv  may  breed  Jealousies  at  home.  , 

5  The  Ability  of  the  Americans  to  pay  this  Tax  unquestionable,  60,000  not  amounting  to  one  shilling  1 
head  a  year  ;  and  which  is  generally  but  a  third  part  of  one  Day’s  labour.  Again  the  Debt  contracted  last  iiar 

of  1.750,000  is  now  discharged  by  their  Funds.  ,  ,  „  ...  ..  •- 

6.  Everv  Province  is  separate  &  Independent,  with  no  Common  Council  employed  by  the  Constitution  of 

the  Colonies  to  act  for  all.  Such  Tax  therefore  cannot  be  regularly  imposed  by  their  Provincial  Wm  s 
without  the  Interposition  of  Parliament  and  It  may  be  further  observed  that  m  a  new  war  perhaps  not  far  remo  e 
the  Burden  of  it  will  lye  upon  ourselves  together  with  an  immense  Debt  contracted  for  the  sake  of  the  Colonies 

m  ^Thf  Insistence  of  no  Tax  without  Representation  (a  R  ght  declared  by  themselves  to  S.  Conway)  must  set 
them  absolutely  free  from  all  other  Taxes  and  obedience  to  the  Legislate re  This  stril ato  directly  at^  t^e 
Act  of  Navigation,  and  other  subsequent  Laws,  as  well  as  extends  to  all  in  t  is  s  an  u  i 

MeI8b Such  T^iditTin  an  Administration  under  such  Insults,  draw  on  fresh  ones,  and  may  lead  to  Anarchy. 

0.  Declaration  of  our  Right  is  nugatory  :  looking  more  to  Deeds  than  words,  and  the  reasons  for  makmg 
Peace  with  the  Americans  are  still  worse  arising  from  their  Hostile  Combinations  to  distress  and  starve  our 
Manufacturers,  in  case  we  submit  not  to  them  which  are  threats  never  heard  of  but  from  those  with  whom  >ou 

a  6 Lastly— These  Disturbances  might  in  due  time  have  been  quelled  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Administration 
before  the  arose  to  such  an  height,  as  to  profess  (as  appears  by  one  of  Governor  Barnard  s  Letters)  to  Int.midate 

the  British  Parliament. 


Signed 

Bedford 

Coventry 

Bridgewater 

Temple 

Buckingham 

Wentworth 

Sandwich 

Bolinbroke 

Marlborough 


W.  Gloucester 

Kerr 

Leigh 

J.  Bangor 

Waldgrave 

Aylesford 

Gower 

Hyde 

Weymouth 


Scarsdale 

Lyttleton 

Hallifax 

Eglintoune 

Suffolk 

Abercorn 

Vere 

Trevor 


Thos  :  Bristol 

Ferrers 

Grosvenor 

Towmshend 

Dudley  A  Ward 

Ch.  Carlisle 

Powis. 
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Abstract  of  the  2nd  Protest,  March  17. 

1.  We  think  that  the  Declaratory  Pill  will  not  obviate  the  mischeife  of  the  Repeal  ;  especially  as  It  declares 
that  which  is  Criminal  to  be  only  null  and  void. 

2.  Objections  arising  from  the  payment  in  specie  here  are  false  in  as  much  as  directions  were  sent  that  all 
the  Produce  of  America  stamps  be  payd  to  the  Deputy  Paymaster  in  America  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Trooi  s 
there  and,  with  regard  to  the  Admiralty  Courts,  the  Same  Power  has  existed  for  near  a  Century  before  the  Stamp 
Act  was  made  :  and  the  Penalties  now  in  Britain  are  recoverable  without  a  Jury  before  two  Justices.  However 
we  wish  an  amendment  in  Both,  and  a  New  Plan  was  proposed,  but  no  notice  taken  of  it  by  the  present 
Administration. 

3.  The  experiment  of  enforcing  the  Act  ought  to  have  been  tryed.  According  to  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
Governors  ;  and  from  the  Encouragement  given  to  the  Act  in  Jamaica,  Barbadoes  and  some  other  Places. 

4.  Such  a  Precedent  of  Fear  or  Impatience  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  will  discourage  all  officers  in  America 
from  their  Duty,  and  be  an  Ill  example  to  future  Ministers. 

5.  Dishonourable  for  Parliament  to  be  threatened  into  this  measure  agst  their  own  Opinion  and  to  the  dis¬ 
claiming  their  own  Authority  :  and  to  be  directed  or  Influenced  by  the  sentiments  of  the  Commons  is,  in  effect 
to  vote  the  Lords  useless.  And  while  the  Parliament  is  sitting  to  suspend  the  execution  of  Laws  without  Its 
consent  is  to  infringe  the  Bill  of  Rights  :  which  declares  such  suspension  of  the  Laws  expressly  illegal  and  the 
Partiality  in  exempting  the  Americans  from  being  liable  to  be  pressed  into  the  Sea  Service  and  that  of  paying 
no  Taxes  likewise  may  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences. 


My  compliments  to  Mr.  Gibert. 
Mgrch  21. 


Abercorn 

Bridgewater 

Suffolk 

W.  Gloucester 

Gower 

Powis 

Scarsdale 

Weymouth 

Kerr 

J.  Bangor 

Grosvenor 

Lyttleton 

Dudley  &  Ward 

Temple 

Essex 

Hyde 

Tho.  Bristol 

Ferrers 

Marlborough 

Buckingham 

Avlesford 

Sandwich 

R.  Duresme 

Vere 

Leigh 

C.  Carlisle 

Trevor 

Eglintoune 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  very  affectionate 
humble  servant 

R.  Palmer. 


JOINT  PAYMENTS  MADE  BY  MR.  SAMUEL  FORSTER  FOR  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  RUTLAND 
AND  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  SIR  JOHN  C’UST,  BART.,  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  GRANTHAM 
ELECTION  1768. 


25  Jan.  1768.  Walking  the  Town. 

Paid  to  32  publick  Houses  at  £1:11.6  each  for  treating  the  Freemen  on  the  Canvass  Day  as  p’r 
particulars,  £50  .8.0. 

to  six  half  Hogsheads  of  Ale  given  away  at  the  Market  Cross  on  the  said  Day  at  £2  :  10  each,  £15. 
gave  Mrs.  Woulds  by  order  of  Lord  George  Sutton  and  Mr.  Cust  for  her  loss  by  her  Fruit  Stall, 
Gingerbread,  etc.,  being  thrown  down  and  pillaged  on  the  Canvass  Day  by  the  Boys,  5  -. 

Paid  Mr.  William  Crabtree's  Bill  for  the  Canvass  Day  or  first  entertainment,  £03.  11  .  10. 
(Its  very  large,  S.F.) 


5  March.  Second  entertainment,  £65.8.0. 

12  March.  Crabtree’s  Bill  at  the  Angel,  £56  .6.0. 

Crabtree’s  Bill  at  the  George,  £51  .11.6. 


15  March.  Crabtree’s  Bill  for  the  cold  Entertainment  on  proclaiming  the  Writt,  £18 .5.6. 

17  March.  Paid  the  Ringers  for  the  Election  Day  by  order  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland  and  Sir  John 
Cust  a  guinea  each  to  make  them  equal  with  the  Drums  and  Colours,  £8.8. 0. 

20  chairmen  for  Ld  George  Sutton  at  10  /-  each. 

20  do  for  Sr  John  Cust  at  10  /-  do 
Election  day,  16  March,  1768. 

22  March.  Paid  Sr  John  Cust  a  Bill  for  Treating  the  Freemen  in  London  and  for  other  expences  on  that  account 
and  for  sending  down  the  Precept  for  the  Election  by  a  Special  Messenger  Post  from  London 
as  p’r  Particulars,  £50 .3.1. 

Hasledine — -Crabtree’s  Entertainment  at  his  house  on  Election  day,  £50  .  10  .  0. 

William  Crabtree’s  do  at  his  house,  £81  .7.6. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  GUINEAS  GIVEN  TO  TIIE  FREEMEN  OF  GRANTHAM  SINCE  THE  31st  MARCH, 
1768,  BY  MR.  FORSTER. 

Total  Joint  expenses,  £1191  .4.2 
Share  of  Sr  J.  C'ust,  £595 . 12 . 1. 

Christmas  Crowns  to  sundry  Freemen  of  Grantham  after  St.  Thomas  1767,  and  St.  Thomas  1768. 


FRIDAY  29  JANUARY  1768. 

The  Lords  do  desire,  that  this  House  will  give  Leave  to  Peregrine  Cust,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  this  House, 
to  attend  their  Lordships  this  Day,  in  order  to  his  being  examined  upon  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  intituled. 
An  Act  for  further  regulating  the  Proceedings  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England,  trading  to  the 
East  Indies,  with  respect  to  the  making  of  Dividends. 

Resolved.  That  this  House  will  send  an  Answer  to  that  Part  of  the  said  Message  which  desires  this  House 
to  give  Leave  to  Peregrine  Cust,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  this  House,  to  attend  their  Lordships,  by  Messengers 
-of  their  own. 

A  Message  from  the  Lords,  by  Mr.  Montagu  and  Mr.  Cuddon  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

The  Lords  do  desire  that  this  House  will  give  Leave  to  Peregrine  Cust,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  this  House, 
to  attend  their  Lordships  on  Wednesday  next,  in  order  to  be  examined  upon  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill, 
intitled,  ‘An  act . Dividends.’ 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  send  an  Answer  to  the  said  Message  by  Messengers  of  their  own. 


1  FEB.  1768. 

The  House  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  Message  from  the  Lords,  of  Friday  last,  wherein  their 
Lordships  desire  that  this  House  will  give  leave  to  Peregrine  Cust,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  this  House,  to  attend 
their  Lordships  To-morrow  in  order  to  be  examined . and  the  said  Message  was  read. 

And  Peregrine  Cust,  Esquire,  being  present  stood  up  in  his  Place,  and  declared  that  he  was  willing,  with 
the  Leave  of  the  House,  tft  gtT  to  the  Lords,  as  is  desired  by  their  Lordships  in  the  said  Message. 

Resolved  that  Peregrine  Cust,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  this  House,  have  Leave  to  go  to  the  Lords,  as  is  desired 
By  their  Lordships  in  the  said  Message,  if  he  thinks  fit. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them  that  this  House  hath  given  Leave  to  P.  C. 
. . to  go  to  the  Lords  to-morrow  as  is  desired . if  the  said  Member  thinks  fit. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  William  Burke  do  carry  the  said  Message. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  KING  ON  THE  PROCLAMATION  ISSUED  YESTERDAY,  FOR  SUPPRESSING 
RIOTS,  TUMULTS  AND  UNLAWFUL  ASSEMBLIES  (11  MAY,  1768). 

Thanks  from  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  H.M.  for  the  proclamation. 

Debate  in  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  George  Grenville  attended  the  magistrates  of  V  estminster  Lord 
Mayor  praised. 

Address  agreed  to  nem  :  con  : 

Lord  North  moved  “  that  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Harley, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  for  his  vigilant  and  active  conduct,  in  support  of  the  Laws,  and  for  the  Preservation 
of  Public  Peace,  during  the  late  Disturbance,”  May  16. 

The  Lord  Mayor  being  come  to  the  House,  the  Speaker  addressed  him  as  follows  : 

My  Lord  Mayor  of  London  :  the  spirit  of  insubordination,  which  unhappily  prevails  in  this  Kingdom,  has 
lately  broke  out  into  such  outrageous  acts  of  violence,  and  such  daring  insults  upon  civil  authority,  in  and  about 
this  great  metropolis,  that  unless  the  salutary  laws  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order  are  strictly 
put  into  execution,  consequences  of  the  most  alarming  nature  are  to  be  apprehended,  anarchy  and  confusion 
must  ensue,  which  can  only  end  in  tyranny  and  despotism.  No  man,  therefore,  can  do  a  more  essential  ser\  ice 
to  his  country  than  a  civil  magistrate,  who  by  a  prudent,  temperate,  but,  at  the  same  time,  lirm  and  vigorous 
oxertion  of  the  powers  with  which  the  laws  of  the  land  entrust  him,  suppresses  all  riots  and  tumults,  and 
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resolutely  resists  those  lawless  and  desperate  practices,  which  tend 

and  privileges  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  your  fellow- 

performed  to  your  Country  ;  your  Conduct  upon  the  late  Oecasmn  snows  no  K  *  The  hene(icial 

citizens  formed  of  you,  when  they  called  you  to  your  present Reside  :  they  extend  to 
effects  of  this  conduct  are  not  confined  to  t  le  me  lopoi  ,  t  .  -  convinced  that  he  has  sufficient 

the  whole-  Kingdom.  By  your  example,  every  other  civil  magist  incumbent  upon  him 

Power  by  the  Laws  to  prevent  any  disturbance  of  the  pub  -  activity,  the  factious 

to  exert  those  powers.  By  the  success  which  hah  Those  who  have  been  seduced, 

and  seditious  will  learn  that  they  cannot  offend  the  Laws  uith  hn, n  J  ^  sensible.  that  nothing  is  so 

under  false  pretence  of  liberty,  to  join  m  tumu  s  am  i  is  ’  }  fc  perfect  obedience  to  lawful  authority 

subversive  of  that  very  Liberty,  as  acts  of  outrage  and  vm'ence  :  and  that  ^  them_ 

is  the  only  security,  which  they  can  ha\e  or  t  ie  eiijoxnun  o ■  e  c  ^  signal  Merit  to  pass  undistinguished 

Your  Lordship  has  already  experienced,  that  this  House ..II  not  crrn.tr ^  occasion.  Iu 

or  unrecorded  by  them.  \ou  had  the  pecu  iar  tmol”‘  .  haye  come  to  an  unanimous  Resolution, 

considering  the  great  service  which  >ou  a\e  <  om  u  vigilant  and  active  conduct  in  support  of  the 
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The  first  clays  of  the  recess  were  spent  by  the  Speaker  with  a  fit  of  the  gout  and,  the  necessary 
steps  for  recovery.  His  friend  and  neighbour,  Sir  William  Welby,  while  writing  about  the 
disputes  with  the  Manners  family  as  to  manorial  rights,  says,  “  I  am  glad  the  Militia  Bill  is  dropt. 
for  had  it  gone  forward  it  was  so  distasteful  to  the  officers,  they  would  most  of  them  have 

resigned.” 

Coming  straight  from  the  scenes  of  riot  and  disorder  in  London  the  Speaker  was  confronted 
with  a  similar  disturbance  in  his  own  county,  which  called  for  his  interference  in  person,  both 
as  landowner,  as  magistrate,  and  as  Colonel  of  Militia.  For  some  years  past  the  Fen  lands 
near  Boston  in  Holland  traversed  by  the  river  Witham  had  suffered  so  much  from  inundations 
and  other  troubles  caused  by  the  river,  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  had  been  obtained  to  permit 
of  the  inclosure  of  the  Fen  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  this  land  of  better  service  for  agricultural 
purposes.  This  Act,  which  was  drawn  up  mainly  by  Francis  Cust,  as  legal  adviser,  was  passed 
through  Parliament  with  the  help  of  Peregrine  Cust  and  the  authority  of  the  Speaker.  No 
opposition  seems  to  have  been  made  and  so  Commissioners  had  been  appointed  to  effect  the 
Inclosure  and  allot  the  land  thus  recovered  for  use  among  the  eleven  towns  concerned  in  the 
common  rights.  Locally  the  Inclosure  was  looked  upon  as  a  beneficent  and  necessary  action 
in  the  interests  of  the  whole  neighbourhood.  Some  local  farmers  had  however  been  in  the 
habit  of  keeping  their  cattle  on  the  Fen,  thus  controlling  the  price  of  meat  with  the  local  butchers, 
and  had  looked  upon  this  practice  as  an  established  right.  In  order  therefore  to  resist  the 
Inclosure  which  threatened  to  deprive  them  of  such  rights,  to  which  they  had  no  legal  claim, 
these  graziers  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  labourers  on  the  estates  of  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Sir  Charles  Frederick,  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  and  other  proprietors,  and  worked  them  up  to  an 
organised  mob,  which  on  June  6th  assembled  riotously,  attacked  the  Commissioners  m  Boston, 
drove  them  out  of  the  town,  forcibly  seized  and  destroyed  papers,  assaulted  some  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  harassed  others  or  obtained  money  from  them  by  violence.  They  threatened  not  only 
to  destroy  the  new  inclosures,  but  also  those  of  past  years.  The  local  magistrates  were 
intimidated  and  took  no  action  towards  arresting  the  ringleaders  and  checking  the  riotous 
mob  An  appeal  was  sent  to  Sir  John  Cust,  as  Colonel  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Militia,  asking 
him  to  send  military  help.  Sir  John  Cust,  who  had  just  witnessed  the  disastrous  results  of 
military  interference  in  London,  was  strongly  opposed,  as  was  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
to  the  use  of  military  force.  Sir  John  wrote  a  very  strong  letter  to  this  effect  to  his  frienc , 
Mr.  Fydell,  one  of  the  chief  local  magistrates,  blaming  the  local  magistrates  for  their  inaction. 
He  himself  had  little  personal  interest  in  the  Inclosure  and  was  quite  prepared  to  stop  any 
further  work  in  that  direction,  and  even  get  the  Act  repealed,  if  it  were  really  unpopular  and 
regarded  as  an  act  of  oppression.  He  writes  to  Mr.  Fydell,  “  As  to  my  personal  concern  in  the 
Fen  1  believe  you  know  very  well  that  I  am  perfectly  indifferent  about  the  Inclosure.  My  on  y 
Inducement  for  taking  the  part  I  did  in  it  was  from  a  firm  persuasion  that  it  wou  d  be  a  genera 
public  advantage  that  must  increase  the  produce  of  the  Land  in  these  times  of  scarcity  and 
enable  the  little  proprietors  to  make  a  real  use  of  their  property  and  prevent  a  good  deal  ot 
Roguerv  &  Oppression  now  practised  on  the  Fen.  In  this  I  have  been  confirmed  by  y  our.^c 
and  every  other  man  who  understands  anything  of  the  Fen  with  whom  I  have  talke  upon 
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the  subject.”  All  the  same,  Sir  John  wrote,  the  riot  must  be  quelled,  “  As  an  Englishman, 
as  one  who  has  the  utmost  reverence  for  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  my  country  I  cannot  but 
use  my  best  endeavours  to  quell  this  spirit  of  licentiousness  which  too  generally  prevails  throrgh- 
out  the  Kingdom,  and  if  a  stop  is  not  put  to  it  and  a  submission  paid  to  the  Laws  and  the 
Magistrates  no  man  will  be  safe  in  his  person  or  his  property.  We  must  be  either  urnler  the 
Dominion  of  a  Mob  or  an  Arms .”  He  and  his  friends  urged  the  local  magistrates  to  take  steps 
to  arrest  the  chief  offenders  and  bring  them  to  justice,  and  he  and  his  friends  promised  handsome 
contributions  to  the  expense  of  such  action. 

Sir  John  notified  the  facts  to  Viscount  Barrington,  then  Secretary  for  War,  saying  that  the 
situation  did  not  require  military  force  to  deal  with  it.  The  supineness  of  the  magistrates  had 
meanwhile  allowed  the  disturbance  to  organise  itself  and  spread,  even  to  the  seizure  of  guns 
and  ammunition.  A  seditious  letter  was  captured,  which  was  clear  evidence  of  an  organised 
attempt  at  revolution.  In  view  of  this  event  Sir  John  Cust  and  the  local  magistrates  met 
at  Sleaford,  and  decided  to  ask  Viscount  Barrington  to  send  military  assistance,  as  without  this 
they  were  warned  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  anyone  in  their  position  to  approach  Boston. 

Colonel  Charles  D'Oyly,  acting  for  Lord  Barrington  at  the  War  Office,  at  once  ordered  the 
2nd  Regiment  of  Dragoons  (The  Scots  Greys)  from  Northampton  under  Colonel  Douglas  to 
proceed  to  Sleaford  and  Boston  and  place  themselves  under  the  orders  of  Sir  John  Cust  and 
the  other  magistrates.  This  was  approved  by  Lord  Barrington,  who  wrote  to  Sir  John  on 
July  14th  : — 

“  I  have  had  a  great  deall  too  much  experience  of  Riots  for  many  years  together  ;  but  I  never 
knew  anything  so  audacious  as  the  proceedings  of  these  Lincolnshire  men.  You,  Sir.  and  the 
other  Magistrates  of  that  County  have  shewn  great  spirit  in  trying  to  suppress  them  without  military 
assistance,  but  surely  it  became  of  absolute  necessity  to  require  it,  when  the  men  you  had  hired 
would  not  act  and  the  mob  began  to  train  themselves  with  the  Fire  Armes  they  had  seized.” 

The  despatch  of  the  cavalry*  had  at  once  the  desired  effect  of  dispersing  the  mob  without 
any  loss  of  life.  Some  of  the  ringleaders  fled  from  the  country,  others  surrendered  themselves. 
Sir  John  Cust  and  the  other  Magistrates  spent  a  week  at  Boston  from  July  18th— 25th.  trying 
and  sentencing  offenders.  Lord  Barrington  was  warmly  thanked  for  sending  the  troops  so 
speedilv,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  Scots  Greys  under  Colonel  Douglas  was  highly*  praised. 
Lord  Barrington  endorsed  this  commendation,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  John,  saying,  “  I  heartily* 
wish  Boston  in  New  England  were  at  present  as  quiet  as  your  zeal  and  diligence  have  render’d 
Boston  in  Lincolnshire.”  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  wrote  saying,  “  I  think  myself  and 
anyone  else  concerned  greatly  indebted  to  you  and  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  who  gave  their 
attendance  there,  by  "whose  prudent  and  sensible  conduct  this  affair  seems  to  have  been  happily 
terminated.'  Brownlowe  Cust,  who  accompanied  his  father  to  Boston,  wrote  to  Philip  Yorke 
speaking  of  the  serious  nature  of  the  riot  and  the  weakness  of  the  local  Magistrates,  whom 
they  found  almost  afraid  to  sign  any*  warrant,  and  how*  the  arrival  of  the  Greys  just  saved 
the  guns  and  firearms  not  only  at  Boston,  but  also  at  Sleaford  and  Stamford.  Brownlowe 
added  that  having  to  attend  at  Lincoln  on  the  grand  jury*  at  the  Assizes,  the  charge  made  by* 
Chief  Justice  Sir  Edward  Clive  was  directed  against  all  inclosures  of  any*  sort,  and  describes 
‘  Aunt  Clive  as  he  calls  him,  as  a  lump  of  deaf  and  blind  stupidity,  and  that  had  the  Boston 
rioters  been  tried  by  him,  they  might  have  been  acquitted  and  the  riots  renewed. 

Horace  Walpole,  writing  to  Sir  Horace  Mann  on  August  14th  about  the  coalheavers’  riot 
in  London,  says,  “  Well  !  but  we  have  a  worse  riot,  though  a  little  further  off.  Boston — not 
in  Lincolnshire,  though  we  have  had  a  riot  even  there,  but  in  New  England — is  almost  in 
rebellion,  and  two  regiments  are  ordered  thither.” 

Little  is  known  of  the  Speaker's  movements  during  the  next  few  months,  which  were  spent 
for  the  most  part  at  Belton.  The  arduous  duties  in  Parliament  had  seriously  affected  his  health. 
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and.  as  it  would  appear,  his  spirits  as  well.  In  June  the  Speaker  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
then  Prime  Minister,  soliciting  promotion  for  his  chaplain,  the  Rev.  R.  Palmer,  and  said, 

“  Your  Grace  will  permit  me  to  add  on  my  own  account  that  in  my  present  very  laborious  and 
painful  office  (tho'  high  in  Rank)  the  only  instance  in  which  I  can  shew  my  good  wishes  to  any 
deserving  man  is  the  Recommendation  of  him  to  be  Chaplain  to  the  House,  that  I  have  not  the 
disposal  of  a  single  employment  not  even  of  the  lowest  Clerk  or  Servant  of  the  House,  anil  that  if 
the  Chaplain's  expensive  attendance  during  a  Session  of  Parliament  is  prolonged  beyond  the  usual 
time,  it  is  a  very  considerable  diminution  of  the  favor,  which  I  intended  to  do  him.” 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  was  unable  to  accede  to  the  Speaker’s  request,  and  in  August  the 
Speaker  again  wrote,  saying, 

“  Your  Grace  will  permit  me  to  express  my  concern  at  this  second  disappointment  since  the 
Dissolution  of  the  parliament.  The  Chaplains  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  often  been  pre¬ 
ferred  at  the  end  of  two,  but  constantly  at  the  end  of  three  years'  services,  and  as  the  Speaker  has 
nothing  in  his  Disposal  but  the  Chaplaincy  of  the  House  your  Grace  will  be  sensible  how  greatly 
I  must  be  mortify’d  if  it  is  made  of  little  or  no  value  while  I  continue  in  that  station.” 

It  is  evident  that  the  Speaker  was  too  much  indisposed  to  leave  Belton  this  summer,  for  as 
Parliament  had  been  prorogued  until  August  11th,  he  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  begging 
him  to  obtain  the  King's  permission  to  be  absent  on  that  day,  when  Parliament  was  to  be 
again  prorogued  till  September  13th.  Lord  Shelburne  wrote  to  say  that  he  had  laid  the 
Speaker's  excuses  before  the  King  and  that  His  Majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  approve 
them. 

Brownlowe  Cust's  letters  to  Philip  Yorke,  chiefly  written  from  Belton,  give  a  few  glimpses 
of  the  family  life  at  Belton  and  Grantham.  From  these  we  learn  that  the  Speaker  and  his 
family  were  to  leave  Belton  for  London  on  October  24th,  but  as  Brownlowe  was  “  not  Speaker 
but  only  Speaker's  son,  and  a  common  member  of  Dom  :  Com  :  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
be  in  town  so  soon  as  my  father  by  a  week  or  ten  days.’’  Brownlowe  also  alludes  to  the  number 
of  guests  at  Belton,  showing  that  the  Speaker  and  Lady  Gust  extended  generous  hospitality 
to  their  friends. 

In  the  meantime  a  storm  was  brewing  in  London  which  was  to  have  a  disastrous  effect 
upon  the  Speaker's  life.  Since  his  election  for  Middlesex  and  his  sentence  to  imprisonment, 
John  Wilkes  had  been  having  what  may  be  called  a  good  time  in  the  King's  Bench  prison, 
and  with  the  help  of  an  ever-increasing  number  of  supporters  was  preparing  a  new  campaign 
against  the  Government.  In  spite  of  the  King's  declared  hostility  to  Wilkes  Ministers  were 
too  much  divided  among  themselves  to  wish  to  stir  up  at  the  moment  any  question  relating 
to  Wilkes.  Least  of  all  did  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  had  at  one  time  showed  sympathy  with 
Wilkes  and  had  also  earned  much  public  censure  for  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  prevent 
or  punish  the  riots  in  Westminster.  Ministers  fondly  hoped  that,  so  long  as  Wilkes  was  safe 
in  gaol,  they  could  not  be  molested  any  further  by  him. 

Parliament  met  on  November  8th.  By  a  singular  piece  of  good  fortune  one  of  the  new 
members,  Mr.  Henry  Cavendish,  took  down  notes  of  the  debates  during  this  Parliament,  which, 
although  liasty  and  abridged,  give  the  only  faithful  report  of  the  proceedings  in  Parliament  at 
this  period.  The  opening  days  were  uneventful,  consisting  chiefly  of  a  debate  on  the  troubles 
in  America,  in  which  George  Grenville  made  a  strong  attack  on  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  on 
Lord  Chancellor  Camden,  and  a  debate  on  the  treatment  of  Corsica,  a  subject  taken  up  and 
pressed  with  more  warmth  than  wisdom  by  Edmund  Burke,  and  one  in  which  the  House  took 
but  scanty  interest. 

Wilkes  had  in  the  King's  Bench  Prison  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  his  plan  of  campaign  ; 
he  was  secure  of  popular  enthusiasm,  and  able  to  command  both  legal  and  financial  assistance. 
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In  the  House  of  Commons  itself  he  had  new  friends,  Sergeant  Glynn,  James  Townshend.  John 
Sawbridge,  and  one  Sir  Joseph  Mawbey,  a  rich  distiller  and  pigbreeder.  William  Beckford. 
the  pseudo-Chatham  in  the  City  of  London,  received  a  waning  notoriety  by  his  Minport  of 
Wilkes.  Such  eminent  men  as  the  Marquess  of  Granby,  Admiral  Hawke,  and  General  Conwav 
told  the  Duke  of  Grafton  that  they  would  ojqpose  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes  from  the  House 
of  Commons. 

Wilkes,  in  defiance  of  Ministers  and  even  of  his  friends,  composed  a  petition  recounting 
all  his  grievances  against  the  various  authorities  who  had  been  involved  in  his  case.  In  this 
he  complained  “  of  his  arrest  under  a  general  warrant,  of  his  imprisonment  in  the  Tower,  of 
the  seizure  of  his  papers,  of  the  bribing  of  his  'servant,  Michael  Curry,”  and  ended  bv  sub¬ 
mitting  the  whole  of  his  case  “  to  the  Wisdom  and  Justice  of  the  House  in  full  Persuasion  of 
having  an  effectual  and  speedy  Redress  of  all  his  grievances.” 

On  November  14th  the  storm  burst,  when  Sir  Joseph  Mawbey  presented  the  Petition  to  the 
.Speaker,  who  was  at  once  confronted  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  dignity  and  honour 
of  the  House  cf  Commons  on  such  an  emergency.  The  chaplain,  the  Rev.  R.  Palmer,  wrote 
to  Dr.  Richard  Cust  an  account  of  the  debate  on  this  day.  He  said  that  Sir  Joseph  addressed 
the  House  in  a  short  speech,  affecting  to  treat  the  Petition  with  great  neglect  as  what  he  could 
not  avoid  receiving,  and  which  he  proposed  to  lye  upon  the  table.  The  trap  was  well  baited. 
Lord  Strange  at  once  moved  “  that  the  Petition  do  lye  upon  the  Table  only  till  all  the  Records 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  against  Mr.  Wilkes  be  laved  before  the  House.” 

Lord  North  said  that  Wilkes,  having  been  tried  and  convicted  by  a  Jury,  was  the  one  man 
who  could  not  be  injured  by  a  general  Warrant.  Mr.  Beckford,  professing  to  be  ”  tired  of 
the  noise  of  Wilkes  and  Liberty,”  advised  the  admittance  of  Wilkes  to  the  House  and  a  pardon 
from  the  King.  Had  this  advice  been  sincere  and  the  House  wise  enough  to  accept  it,  the 
whole  Wilkes  plan  of  campaign  would  probably  have  broken  down.  This  would  not  have 
suited  either  Wilkes  or  his  enemies,  who  were  determined  to  crush  him.  Lord  Strange's  motion 
was  agreed  to  unanimously,  but  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  thus  planted  for  good  and  all  in 
the  business  of  the  House. 

During  the  next  few  days  subjects  of  great  interest  came  up  for  debate :  the  troubles  hi 
America,  especially  in  Virginia  ;  an  important  act  to  remove  in  the  popular  interest  certain 
long  established  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  and  the  Church,  known  as  the  Nullum  Tempus 
Bill,  which  abrogated  an  old  accepted  statute — Nullum  Tempus  occurrit  Regi  aut  Ecclesiae  ; 
and  the  cession  of  Corsica  to  France,  on  which  subject  the  chief  orators  in  the  House.  Grenville, 
Barre  and  Burke,  poured  forth  streams  of  eloquence.  The  House  was  only  really  interested 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes  and  on  November  23rd  a  new  debate  was  started  upon  the  Report 
-on  the  Petition  presented  ten  days  previously. 

So  confused,  so  desultory  was  this  debate  that  the  Speaker  was  obliged  to  intervene,  asking 
that  some  regular  motion  should  be  before  the  House  for  discussion.  From  this  date  until 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament  in  May  of  the  following  year  the  House  of  Commons  was  almost 
entirely  occupied  with  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 

The  attack  on  the  Government  was  not  confined  to  one  House  only.  By  skilful  tactics 
Wilkes  not  only  obtained  hearing  in  both  Houses,  but  entangled  these  Houses  in  delicate 
questions  of  privilege,  which  involved  the  Speaker  in  frequent  difficulty  and  anxiety  and  were 
debated  Avith  much  bitterness.  Wilkes  first  obtained  leave  to  appear  at  the  Bar  of  the  House 
to  take  part  in  the  debate  on  his  own  petition.  Then  he  attacked  the  Government  for  Lord 
Mansfield’s  alterations  in  the  records  of  his  imprisonment.  When  an  examination  of  witnesses 
was  demanded  Wilkes  was  clever  enough  to  ask  through  Sir  Joseph  Mawbey  for  the  attendance 
from  the  House  of  Lords  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  the  Earl  of  March,  and  Earl  Temple.  This 
led  to  a  passage  of  arms  between  the  two  Houses,  which  had  to  be  conducted  through  the 
Speaker,  rmd  a  heated  discussion  as  to  an  application  to  the  House  of  Lords  for  a  conference 
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being  made  by  private  members  or  the  whole  House.  Wilkes  also  attacked  Lord  Barrington 
for  writing  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Regiment  of  Guards  employed  in  quelling  the  riots  in 
St.  George's  Fields,  and  later  on  got  hold  of  and  printed  a  letter  addressed  by  Lord  Wey mouth 
to  the  Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions  at  Lambeth  urging  him  to  take  precautions  against  an 
outbreak  of  riot. 

On  December  8th  a  new  election  was  necessary  for  Middlesex,  when  Wilkes's  friend  and 
legal  adviser,  Sergeant  Glvnn,  was  elected  on  December  14th  ;  this  election  led  to  a  riot,  during 
which  a  young  man  was  unfortunately  killed  by  an  Irish  chairman.  Everything  was  worked 
up  with  great  skill  against  the  Government,  and  increased  the  prestige  of  Wilkes  as  a  defender 
of  popular  liberty. 

The  House  adjourned  on  December  19th  for  the  Christmas  Recess  in  a  thoroughly  bad 
humour  and  did  not  reassemble  till  January  23rd.  The  Speaker  probably  spent  the  recess 
in  London.  During  the  recess  Wilkes  strengthened  his  position  by  obtaining  election  as 
Alderman  of  the  ward  of  Farringdon  Without  in  the  City  of  London.  He  was  now  both  a 
member  of  parliament  and  a  magistrate,  and  at  the  same  time  a  criminal  and  a  prisoner.  The 
new  session  began  with  Wilkes,  and  no  other  subject  of  interest  was  debated  for  weeks  in  either 
House.  The  House  of  Commons  was  thoroughly  disorganised  and  out  of  hand.  Every  step 
taken  by  Ministers  involved  them  in  fresh  difficulties,  every  decision  against  Wilkes  increased 
his  strength  and  popularity.  All  the  old  questions  were  exhumed,  general  warrants,  seditious 
libels,  privilege  of  members.  On  January  27th  John  Wilkes  was  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the 
House,  attended  by  large  but  decently  behaved  crowds  of  admirers.  Long  and  bitter  was  the 
debate,  Grenville,  Barre,  Rigbv,  Norton,  and  especially  Burke,  being  conspicuous  for  their 
eloquence.  Wilkes  reappeared  in  the  House  on  January  31st,  when  he  managed  to  shift  the 
debate  on  to  a  question  of  blasphemy,  or  constructive  blasphemy.  The  House  sat  into  the 
early  morning,  but  had  to  be  adjourned  to  February  2nd,  when  it  was  resumed  with  increasing 
bad  temper  and  disorder.  To  such  a  pitch  did  the  disorder  rise,  that  the  Speaker  was  called 
upon  to  intervene,  and  had  to  explain  to  the  House  that  the  only  power  he  had  to  repress 
disorder  was  by  ‘  naming  ’  members,  and  some  of  the  older  Members  recollected  that  even 
the  great  Speaker  Onslow  had  said  that  if  the  Speaker  were  to  name  a  member,  he  would  not 
know  how  to  proceed  any  further  in  the  case.  Wilkes  remained  defiant  and  impenitent.  The 
House  again  sat  till  after  2  a.m.  and  Ministers  obtained  a  victory,  but  at  the  cost  of  their 
reputation.  This  did  not  end  these  proceedings  because  the  House  was  kept  sitting  till 
4.30  a.m.  on  a  question  of  a  violation  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  by  one  Allen,  concerned 
in  the  riots  at  the  Brentford  election.*  The  next  day  Allen  was  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the 
House,  and  being  convicted  of  his  offence  was  committed  to  Newgate  on  a  warrant  from  the 
Speaker.  The  same  evening  Lord  Barrington  moved  for  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes  from  the 
House. 

Another  long  and  remarkable  debate  ensued,  including  a  powerful  speech  by  George  Grenville 
and  one  of  fiery  eloquence  by*  Edmund  Burke.  The  House  sat  again  till  3  a.m.  when  the 
expulsion  was  voted  by  a  large  majority.  Wilkes  however  gained  a  great  advantage  by  the 
omission  of  the  charge  of  blasphemy.  The  victory  was  purchased  dearly  bv  the  disunion  among 
the  Ministers  themselves,  the  disorder  of  Parliament,  and  the  increasing  gulf  of  hostility  between 
the  Crov’n  and  the  people.  As  for  Wilkes  himself,  Horace  Walpole  is  justified  in  saying  that 
as  regards  the  Crown,  the  nation  and  the  public,  nothing  could  excuse  or  palliate  their  em¬ 
ploying  their  thoughts,  time  and  power  to  crush  a  personage  that  was  fitter  to  be  the  merry 
Andrew  than  the  martyr  of  one  of  the  most  formidable  Courts  in  Europe.  In  spite  of  all  these 
arduous  duties  the  Speaker  remained  well :  his  mother  writing  to  Philip  Yorke  on  February  6th 


*  The  two  men  concerned  in  the  death  at  the  Brentford  election  were  brought  for 
Government  could  not  face  the  injustice  of  allowing  this  seutence  to  be  carried  out. 
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“  thanks  him  for  the  good  news  of  the  Speaker  and  his  Family  being  in  good  health,  for  indeed 
the  Speaker's  Friends  are  very  anxious  for  his  well-fare,  who  goes  through  such  prodigious 
Fatigues."’ 

During  these  debates  on  Wilkes  the  increasing  troubles  with  American  Colonies  had  not 
passed  unnoticed.  On  January  25th  the  House  debated  at  great  length  a  Petition  from  the 
Colonists  of  Massachusetts  Bay'.  Burke  made  a  long  and  eloquent  speech,  and  the  House  sat 

till  3  a.m.  On  February  8th  a  further  debate  was  initiated  by  Governor  Pownall.  Such 

questions  as  this,  affecting  the  history  of  the  whole  world,  were  of  secondary  importance  in 
the  public  mind  compared  to  the  success  or  failure  of  John  Wilkes.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate 

the  debt  of  the  American  nation  to  John  Wilkes'  for  had  the  British  Parliament  been  in  a 

position  to  consider  quietly  and  dispassionately  the  novel  and  dangerous  situation  in  Ameiica 
the  birth  of  the  United  States  might  have  taken  place  quietly  in  the  same  circumstances  and 
with  the  same  results  as  that  of  Canada  or  Australia  in  a  future  generation.  The  actual  result 
is  written  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  remainder  of  this  turbident  session  was  occupied  by  Wilkes  and  his  elections  for  Middlesex, 
involving  at  intervals  a  series  of  bitter  and  disorderly  debates,  raising  important  constitutional 
questions  of  the  rights  of  the  free  electors  to  choose  their  own  member,  and  culminating  in  an 
act  of  administrative  violence,  which  although  it  for  a  time  appeased  the  fury  of  the  conflict, 
has  been  generally  condemned  by  posterity.  When  the  Middlesex  election  was  not  under 
debate,  any  other  question  before  the  House  led  to  an  angry  discussion.  On  one  occasion, 
when  proceedings  were  being  taken  against  the  High  Sheriff  of  Cumberland  for  a  false  Return, 
and  a  question  relating  to  the  Orders  of  the  House  had  been  referred  to  the  Speaker.  Grenville 
attacked  the  Speaker  for  intervening  in  the  debate.  When  the  Speaker  was  defended  and 
praised  for  taking  this  license  in  a  matter  which  did  not  concern  general  politics,  Burke,  who 
had  supported  Grenville,  said.  “  I  shall  never  transgress,  but  in  my  own  poor  words,  I  have 
notwithstanding  chosen  to  obstruct  the  Chair,  though  a  gentleman  so  very  ably,  so  very 
impartially,  fills  it.”  The  tribute  to  the  Speaker  shows  the  respect  felt  by  the  House  for  Sir  John 
Cust  and  the  sympathy  for  the  trying  nature  of  his  duties.  The  Speaker  was  again  called 
upon  to  intervene  during  a  three  days'  debate  from  February  28th  to  March  2nd  upon  the 
Arrears  on  the  Civil  List  ;  which  called  forth  a  first-class  debate,  in  which  questions  of  importance 
had  to  be  referred  to  the  Speaker's  knowledge  and  experience  and  guided  by  his  ruling. 

This  debate  was  noticeable  for  the  first  speech  of  the  young  Charles  James  Fox.  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  interest  that  as  Speaker  Sir  John  Cust  should  have  presided  over  the  debut-s  of  such 
famous  orators  as  Edmund  Burke  and  Charles  James  Fox. 

The  circumstances  of  the  successive  elections  of  Wilkes  for  Middlesex  are  written  elsewhere 
in  history.  When  on  the  last  occasion  the  election  was  declared  in  favour  of  Colonel  Henry 
Luttrell,  the  House  of  Commons  sitting  on  Saturday,  April  15th,  was  invaded  by  a  great  crowd, 
in  the  lobby  and  the  passage  of  the  House.  Within  the  House  itself  there  was  much  tension, 
ill-feeling,  noise  and  some  disorder,  causing  the  Speaker  much  anxiety.  Burke  seized  the  occasion 
for  another  quite  unjustified  attack  upon  the  Speaker  for  shoving  partiality  to  a  particidar 
member.  Luttrell  s  election  was  confirmed,  and  a  petition  by  the  Electors  of  Middlesex  against 
his  return  was  rejected  on  Sunday,  May  8th,  at  2  a.m.,  after  a  stormy  debate  on  the  Privilege 
of  Parliament,  in  which  Burke  again  took  a  prominent  part.  In  the  meantime  the  House 
of  Commons  had  taken  a  decisive,  if  false  step,  by  rejecting  Governor  Pownall  s  motion  to 
repeal  the  Act  carried  by  Charles  Townshend  for  imposing  taxes  on  the  American  Colonies. 

On  May  9th  the  House  adjourned,  and  on  May  10th  Parliament  was  prorogued  by  the 
King  in  person,  who  was  very  badly  received  by  the  populace  as  he  passed  through  the  streets. 
Thus  ended  this  long  session,  in  which  the  British  Parliament  had  showed  itself  at  its  worst. 

It  can  be  no  reproach  to  the  Speaker  that  disorders  should  have  occurred,  considering 
•  the. -temper  of  the  House,  the  lack  of  any  strong  guiding  personality  among  the  leaders,  and 
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the  rise  of  a  new  school  of  impassioned  rhetoiic  in  the  person  of  Edmund  Burke.  \Y  ilkes  passed 
for  a  time  back  into  prison,  and  Sir  John  Gust  was  never  brought  face  to  face  with  him  again. 

The  Government  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament  had  brought  themselves  into  great  discredit 
over  each  question  of  importance  which  they  had  debated  during  the  past  session.  The  case 
of  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  raised  by  the  action  of  the  House  of  Commons  into  one  of  first-class 
constitutional  importance.  The  treatment  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  complaints  and 
petitions  lodged  by  the  Colonists  of  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  had  embittered  these  Colonies 
against  the  King  and  his  Government,  and  led  by  fairly  rapid  stages  to  the  American  War 
and  the  loss  of  the  United  States.  -The  attempt  to  break  up  and  despoil  the  East  India 
Company  had  ended  in  a  fiasco,  the  agitation  paving  the  way  for  the  impeachment  of  Warren 
Hastings  in  later  days.  So  intense  was  the  feeling  in  the  country  against  the  Government,  that 
petitions  were  actually  sent  demanding  an  immediate  dissolution  of  Parliament. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  from  time  to  time  and  actually  did  not  meet  again  during  1709. 
The  Speaker,  weary  with  long  sittings  of  the  whole  House,  and  with  the  attacks  on  the  Chair 
by  Burke  and  other  excitable  members,  retired  to  Belton,  where  he  spent  the  summer. 

Brownlowe  Oust,  whose  health  caused  some  anxiety,  was  making  a  tour  in  France  in  August, 
having  visited  Spa  for  his  health.  A  composite  letter  to  him  from  his  mother,  his  sister 
Elizabeth,  and  his  father,  has  been  preserved,  which  throws  some  light  upon  the  life  of  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Cust  at  Belton,  and  the  hospitality  which  they  showed  to  their  friends  and  neighbours. 

Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  writes  that  she  had  only  Elizabeth  at  home,  as  Anne  had  gone  to 
Scarborough  with  her  Aunt  Dolly.  Elizabeth  writes  that  she  is  still  holding  out  against  an 
■engagement  to  Philip  Yorke,  who  was  assiduous  but  patient  in  his  courtship.  She  describes 
the  visit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weston,  and  a  niece  of  theirs,  Miss  Lilie,  and  announced  the  engagement 
of  Mr.  Pelham  (afterwards  Lord  Yarborough)  and  Miss  Aufrere.  Sir  John  adds  a  few  words 
alluding  to  the  petitions,  for  which  the  spirit  grows  very  languid,  and  says  that  Anne  “  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  improving  herself  in  Divinity  and  politicks  by  the  Lectures  she  may 
receive  from  Parson  Horne,*  who  is  now  at  Scarborough.  He  adds,  that  Lord  Chatham 
is  certainly  at  Stow,  I  take  for  granted  will  come  out  in  opposition,  if  his  Health  gives  him 
leave.”  The  Earl  of  Chatham  had  reappeared  at  Court  in  July,  and  seemed  anxious  to  resume 
a  part  in  public  affairs.  At  this  time  the  letters  by  ‘  Junius,’  in  the  public  press,  began  to 
have  a  powerful  effect  on  public  opinion.  The  attacks  on  the  King,  on  individual  Ministers 
and  on  certain  private  characters  were  written  in  a  masterly  way  by  a  trained  writer,  but  the 
secret  of  their  authorship  has  been  kept  until  the  present  day. 

Nothing  of  special  interest  occurred  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  family  at  Belton,  but  in 
November  the  first  of  what  proved  to  be  successive  blows  fell.  The  Speaker  s  eldest  sister, 
Elizabeth,  usually  known  in  the  family  as  Aunt  Cust,  had  for  a  long  time  been  an  invalid, 
and  living  alone  at  Bath,  where  Brownlowe  visited  her  more  than  once.  On  November  0th 
she  died,  her  brother  Francis  and  Sir  George  Baker  having  gone  to  see  her.  Brownlowe  had 
not  returned  from  his  travels  at  the  time  of  her  death,  which  must  have  been  rather  unexpected, 
because  on  November  5th  Sir  John  Cust  wrote  a  cheerful  letter  from  Belton  to  Philip  \orke, 
alluding  to  the  latter's  mare,  which  Sir  John  was  taking  care  of  at  Belton,  and  saving,  Me 
set  forward  for  Town  on  Wednesday,  where  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  meeting 
your  Friend  Brownlowe,  safely  arrived  from  his  Summer  Tour.”  This  was  the  first  breach 
in  the  family  circle  since  the  death  of  William  Cust,  but  unfortunately  others  were  to  follow. 
The  Speaker  attended  in  the  House  of  Peers  on  November  14th,  when  Parliament  was  further 
prorogued  until  January  9th,  1770. 

Besides  the  courtship  of  Philip  Yorke  for  the  hand  of  Elizabeth  Cust,  another  event  seemed 
pending,  which  promised  well  for  the  Speaker's  family.  Brownlowe  Cust  on  his  return  from 


*  Horne  Tooke,  the  friend  of  Wilkes. 
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his  tour  in  France  made  up  his  mind  to  a  matrimonial  venture,  in  which  he  had  the  help  of 
his  dear  friend,  Philip  Yorke.  The  lady  in  question  was  Miss  Mary  Colebrooke,  elder  daughter 
and  co-heiress  of  Sir  James  Colebrooke,  first  baronet.  The  Colebrooke  family  were  old  friends 
of  the  Speaker,  and  the  young  lady’s  uncle  and  guardian,  Sir  George  Colebrooke,  seems  to  have 
arranged  the  match.  Brownlowe  himself  was  heart  and  soul  in  his  courtship,  but  at  a  meeting 
of  the  young  couple  in  December  at  Broughton  Hall,  the  house  of  her  cousin  Lady  Broughton, 
wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Broughton,  Bart.,  events  took  place  which  led  to  the  engagement  being 
broken  off,  much  to  the  regret  of  both  families.  Brownlowe  was  much  upset  and  distressed 
in  mind  by  this  unfortunate  event,  which  was  due  to  some  unfounded  gossip  about  his 
paying  court  to  another  young  lady  at  the  same  time.  The  trouble  caused  by  his  abrupt 
return  from  Broughton  to  London  was  increased  by  his  father's  illness.  This  does  not  appear 
to  have  given  cause  for  great  anxiety,  or  to  have  prevented  the  Speaker  from  paying  some 
visits  during  the  Christmas  recess.  Brownlowe  himself  went  to  spend  Christmas  with  his- 
uncle  and  aunt  Vernon  at  Great  Thurlow  in  Suffolk. 

His  sister  Anne,  writing  from  London,  gives  a  reassuring  account  of  the  Speaker's  health 
and  says  :  “  It  will  be  a  great  means  of  recovering  your  quiet  to  hear  that  my  father  is  return'd 
greatly  benefitted  by  his  jaunts,  he  is  grown  quite  strong  and  stout  and  wants  very  little  strength 
of  voice  to  make  him  just  as  he  used  to  be  when  in  good  health  and  his  hoarseness  is  in  a  great 
degree  gone  &  mends  every  day.  I  don't  doubt  but  he  will  have  no  more  of  it  by  next  Tuesday 
&  Trust  woud  the  Boys  but  be  good  and  managable  there  would  be  not  the  least  fear  of  the 
return  of  the  Hoarseness.  It  is  exceedingly  happy  to  have  him  so  charmingly  well  again.” 
She  adds  that  “  Mr.  Baker  has  just  come  in  and  found  the  Speaker  vastly  well  and  greatly 
mended.” 

Philip  Yorke  also  writes  to  Brownlowe  on  January  6th,  “  that  he  had  breakfasted  in  Downing 
Street,  and  found  all  the  Family  in  perfect  health,  as  he'  saw  no  ailment  whatsoever  in  the 
Speaker — he  may  speak  thicker  towards  the  evening,  but  at  other  times  his  voice  is  clear  as 
ever.”  The  Speaker  himself  wrote  in  good  spirits  on  January  4th  to  Brownlowe,  who  was  then 
at  Grantham,  alluding  to  his  misadventure  with  Miss  Colebrooke  and  the  possibilities  of  the 
question  being  re-opened.  The  Speaker  refers  to  a  communication  from  Lord  North  to 
Brownlowe  of  an  important  nature  sent  specially  by  King’s  Messenger,  and  urgeel  him  “  to  be 
in  London  in  time  for  the  opening  of  Parliament,  if  not  for  the  usual  party  meeting  at  the 
Cockpit.”  “  Being  at  the  Cockpit  is  not  all  material,  tho’  I  could  wish  you  to  be  with  me 
time  enough  on  Monday  to  go  there,  if  it  shou'd  be  thought  proper,  but  put  y  ourself  to  no 
inconvenience,  for  if  you  are  here  on  Tuesday  morning  it  will  be  time  enough.  I  propose 
waiting  upon  Lord  North  to-morrow  morning  on  purpose  to  thank  him,  shall  tell  him  you  are 
better,  and  that  if  you  continue  mending  you  will  be  in  Town  on  Tuesday.  " 

Two  days  later  the  Speaker  writes  to  his  son,  who  had  returned  to  Thurlow,  on  the  same 
subjects.  He  says,  “  Mr.  Yorke  has  given  you  a  full  account  of  himself  and  of  my  own  Health  : 
what  he  says  of  ye  latter  is  I  assure  you  strictly  true,  and  I  find  myself  quite  fit  to  enter  upon 
Business  nor  am  I  terrified  with  the  thoughts  of  a  long  day  on  Tuesday.  " 

Brownlowe  returned  to  London  in  due  course,  and  discussed  with  the  Speaker  how  to 
re-open  his  courtship  with  Miss  Colebrooke.  Sir  John  Oust  drafted  for  his  son  a  letter  to  the 
young  lady,  denying  the  report  of  his  attachment  to  any  young  lady  and  appealing  for  a  re¬ 
consideration  of  his  case.  Before  this  letter  was  sent,  written  on  January  18th,  for  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  was  sent,  the  blow  had  fallen  on  the  family,  and  the  Speaker  lay,  if  not  in  imminent 
danger,  at  all  events  in  a  condition  when  he  could  not  be  troubled  with  any  business.  The 
draft  of  this  letter  is  probably  the  last  paper  in  the  Speaker's  own  handwriting. 

On  the  appointed  day  Parliament  reassembled  with  Sir  John  Cust  in  the  Chair.  This 
Parliament  has  sometimes  been  known  as  the  ‘  Horned  Cattle  ’  Parliament  because  the  first  words 
of  the  King's  Speech  dealt  with  certain  troubles  relating  to  horned  cattle.  A  few  days  later,. 
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while  the  House  was  at  Prayers,  the  Speaker  was  taken  suddenly  and  seriously  ill  with  a 
paralytic  stroke. 

On  Wednesday,  January  17th,  Mr.  Hatsell,  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  rose  and  said  : — 

“  I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  the  House  that  Mr.  Speaker  is  so  much  out  of  order  that  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  attend  the  service  of  the  House.  He  sent  for  me  this  morning  and  desir  d  that  I  would 
in  the  most  grateful  terms  express  his  dutiful  acknowledgment  to  the  House  for  the  great  kindness 
they  have  always  shewn  him  and  the  Assistance  they  have  given  him  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office  ; 
that  he  was  extremely  sorry  that  the  Publick  Business  should  meet  with  any  Delay  upon  his  account, 
but  that  he  found  himself  so  very  ilk  and  the  Nature  of  his  complaint  such  as  to  make  it  impossible 
for  him  to  ascertain  when  he  should  be  again  able  to  attend  his  Duty,  that  he  therefore  with  great 
Concern  must  intreat  the  House  to  excuse  him  at  present  from  any  further  attendance  on  their 
Service ....  Mr.  Speaker  would  have  written  a  letter  to  have  made  his  Excuse  to  the  House,  but 
was  unable  from  ve  State  of  Weakness  he  is  in.  He  therefore  repeatedly  desir’d  that  I  would  express 
his  Dutyful  Thanks  to  the  House  for  their  kind  acceptance  of  his  former  services,  and  his  great 
concern  that  his  State  of  Health  should  be  the  cause  of  the  least  delay  to  the  Business  of  the  Publick.' 

After  the  delivery  of  this  message  and  before  any  Member  spoke,  the  Mace  was  brought  into 
"the  House  by  the  Serjeant  and  laid  under  the  Table.  The  Lord  North  then  acquainted  the 
House  that  there  had  been  no  opportunity  of  informing  His  Majesty  of  Mr.  Speaker  s  illness 
and  therefore  moved  to  adjourn  till  Monday  morning  next. 

On  Monday,  January  22nd,  Air.  Serjeant  came  and  brought  the  Mace  and  laid  it  under 
the  Table.  Then  the  Lord  Barrington  (addressing  himself  to  the  Clerk,  who,  standing  up, 
pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down)  spake  as  followeth  :  “  Mr.  Hatsell,  I  am  commanded  by 
the  King  to  inform  this  House  that  Sir  John  Cust  hath  sent  him  word  that  he  is  prevented 
by  Indisposition  attending  the  Service  of  the  House  as  Speaker  ;  and  I  am  further  commanded 
by  His  Majesty  to  say,  that  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  Public  Business,  He  gives 
Leave  to  this  House  to  proceed  to  the  Choice  of  a  Speaker.’’  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  was  proposed 
by  Lord  North  and  Mr.  R.  Rigby,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Townshend  was  proposed 
by  Lord  John  Cavendish  and  seconded  by  Lord  George  Sackville.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  was 
elected  by  237  against  121  votes.  This  was  the  first  contested  election  for  Speaker  for  fifty 
years  or  more. 

Meanwhile  Sir  John  Cust  lay  between  life  and  death.  Sir  John  Gordon,  M.P.,  wrote  on 
January  15th  expressing  his  great  concern  at  the  accounts  of  the  Speaker  s  illness  in  the  news¬ 
papers,  and  at  wrhat  he  had  heard  from  Dr.  Baker  himself,  who  spoke  of  the  illness  as  a  flying 
Gout.  He  adds  : — 

“  Sir  John  is  most  heartily  concerned  with  any  Indisposition  of  his  Friend’s  and  will  ever  be 
interested  in  the  warmest  manner  in  everything  that  relates  to  him  or  his  Family.  His  fears  are 
"that  the  Speaker’s  Anxiety  to  attend  the  House  may  possibly  induce  him  to  venture  sooner  abroad 
"than  mav  be  proper  for  his  state  of  health.  He  hopes  in  God  that  may  not  happen  and  that  his 
Family  will  have  Influence  enough  with  him,  for  his  and  their  sakes,  to  prevent  his  running  im¬ 
proper  hazards,  even  in  the  Service  of  his  country.” 

The  Earl  of  Egmont,  as  might  have  been  expected,  wrote  with  genuine  sorrow  and  concern 
to  his  life-long  friend,  apparently  the  last  letter  addressed  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

“  Y*  Resignation  of  the  Painfull  office  you  were  in  has  given  me,  however,  some  satisfaction 
not  only  as  I  think  it  will  ensure  the  Re-establishment  &  Confirmation  of  yr  Health,  but  as  I  flatter 
myself  it  will  accelerate  wht  I  wish  as  much  as  yourself.  I  was  yesterday  at  the  Levee,  and  the 
King  had  a  long  discourse  with  me  about  you,  in  wch  he  spoke  with  greater  earnestness  upon  your 
subject  than  I  ever  observ'd  in  him  before  on  any  occasion,  and  with  such  expressions  of  Regard, 
opinion  &  Value  of  you,  as  seem’d  to  impart  a  Design  to  give  some  speedy  &  original  Testimony 
of  it  in  a  more  public  manner.  .  .  .  As  I  thought  an  Advertisement  of  this  Nature  could  not  injuriously 
.affect  your  Spirits  whatever  your  present  condition  of  Health  may  be  I  have  ventured  to  trouble 
you  with  these  few  Lines,  wch  I  hope  you  will  not  think  officious  or  Troublesome,  as  you  know 
the  sincere  good  meaning  of  the  writer.”  (Signed  as)  Sir  John’s  affectionate  and  faithful  Friend. 
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Brownlowe  Oust  wrote  to  Lord  Egraont  giving  a  message  from  his  father  to  ask  for  his 
Secretary,  Mr.  Easton,  to  be  recommended  to  the  new  Speaker.  The  King  took  immediate 
action,  and  on  Saturday,  January  20th.  Lord  North  sent  for  Brownlowe  Cust  and  told  him 
that  “  next  to  being  again  enabled  to  hold  the  office  of  Speaker,  he  hoped  what  he  had  to 
communicate  to  me  would  be  agreeable  to  my  Father.  This  was  contained  in  a  message  from 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  speaking  of  the  King's  embarrassment  about  promises  of  peerages  which 
he  had  given  and  that  therefore  he  could  not  give  Sir  John  Cust  a  peerage  by  himself.  The 
Duke  added  expressions  of  regard  and  his  wish  to  do  all  he  could  to  help  on  this  cause,  and 
that  he  had  no  family  reasons  for  interfering.  Meanwhile  it  was  stated  that  Sir  John  Cust 
shall  be  included  in  the  first  Peers  that  are  made,  and  in  case  of  his  death  his  son  is  to  be 
considered  on  the  same  ground.  If  Sir  John  Cust  shall  recover  his  health,  he  is  to  be  appointed, 
upon  a  Vacancy,  to  an  Office  of  Honor  &  Profit  as  a  mark  of  his  Majesty's  approbation  of  his 
Services,  until  he  can  be  removed  into  the  House  of  Peers.*’ 

Sir  John  Cust  died  on  January  22nd,  the  day  on  which  his  successor  was  proposed.  Lord 
North,  as  Leader  of  the  House,  said  on  this  occasion  : — 

“  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  see  that  Chair  empty  without  regretting  the  loss  of  our  late  member, 
who  so  worthily  filled  it.  Not  to  praise  the  virtues  of  the  dead  is  to  neglect  our  duty  to  the  living  : 
it  is  to  withhold  from  them  the  noblest  and  strongest  incitements  to  public  and  private  merit  ; 
the  hope  of  being  remembered  with  honour,  and  producing  virtue  in  others  not  only  bv  their 
example,  but  their  fame.  Our  late  Speaker  was  in  every  respect  qualified  for  his  high  office.  He 
had  a  minute  and  habitual  knowledge  of  all  the  forms  and  rules  by  which  the  proceedings  in  this 
House  are  regulated,  and  in  the  preserving  and  enforcing  of  which  a  considerable  part  of  his  office 
consisted.  He  attended  our  deliberations  with  the  utmost  punctuality,  and  applied  to  public 
business  with  unwearied  diligence  and  his  abilities  were  such  as  enabled  him  to  discover  what  was 
his  duty  in  every  situation,  and  his  integrity  such  as  constantly  fulfilled  it.  He  had  an  impar¬ 
tiality7  which  knew  no  distinction  of  party,  no  private  interest,  no  ties  of  blood,  no  attachments 
of  friendship,  but  he  had  a  constitution  by  no  means  equal  to  the  vigour  of  his  mind  or  the  ardour 
of  his  zeal.  The  fatigue  which  he  willingly  endured  was  more  than  he  was  able  to  sustain,  and 
the  disorder  wdiich  terminated  in  his  death  was  brought  on  by  too  assiduous  an  application  to  the 
discharge  of  his  trust.” 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Sir  John  Cu'st’s  premature  death  was  caused  by  a  complication 
of  ailments  in  the  digestive  and  other  functional  organs  of  his  body,  due  to  his  long  periods 
of  confinement  in  the  Chair  during  the  too  frequent  long  sittings  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  addition  to  general  exhaustion  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  Dr.  Baker  certified  the 
cause  of  death  as  what  was  then  known  in  medical  circles  as  a  putrid  fever,  a  disease  arising 
from  causes  such  as  those  mentioned.  The  particular  circumstances  of  Sir  John  Gust’s  death 
were  sufficiently  notorious  to  bring  about  eventually  a  relaxation  of  the  conditions  which 
prevented  the  Speaker  from  leaving  the  Chair  even  for  the  most  necessary  purposes.  It  was 
not,  however,  till  many  years  later  that  the  House  consented  to  make  arrangements  which 
allowed  for  the  comfort  of  the  Speaker  without  interruption  to  the  business  of  the  House. 

The  death  of  the  Speaker  was  a  crushing  blow  for  his  family  :  for  his  mother,  to  whom  he 
had  been  an  unfailing  and  devoted  friend  and  helpmeet  for  thirty-five  years  ;  for  his  wife  and 
children,  for  whom  he  had  provided  a  home  of  undisturbed  domestic  happiness  ;  and  for  his 
brothers’,  whose  prestige  in  the  public  eye  rested  so  much  on  their  near  relationship  to  the 
Speaker.  With  every  mark  of  respect  the  body  of  Sir  John  Cust  was  conveyed  to  Belton, 
passing  through  Grantham,  which  he  had  represented  in  Parliament  for  twenty-seven  rears, 
and  where  the  news  of  his  death  had  been  received  with  the  most  genuine  grief  from  all  parties 
in  all  ranks  of  life.  Anne,  Ladv  Cust,  and  Dr.  Richard  Cust  on  the  spot  received  many  messages 
to  this  effect,  including  one  from  the  Duke  of  Rutland  speaking  of  Sir  John  as  one  “  for  whom 
I  ever  entertained  the  highest  regard  and  I  hope  the  same  friendship  will  still  subsist  between 
the  two  families — notwithstanding  the  machinations  of  some  ill-disposed  persons  who  have 
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endeavoured  for  their  private  advantage  by  unwarrantable  means  to  sow  divisions.”  As 
Sir  John’s  son,  now  Sir  Brownlowe  Gust,  Bart.,  was  already  in  Parliament  as  member  for 
Ilchester,  the  late  Speaker  s  next  brother,  Francis  Cust,  the  Counsellor,  offered  himself  to 
replace  his  brother  as  member  for  Grantham,  and  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  late  Speaker, 
no  opposition  was  made  to  his  return  on  February  2nd  following. 

In  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Levett  Blackborne  to  Mr.  George  Vernon  at  Clontarf  written 
on  February  3rd,  1770,*  Mr.  Blackborne  after  mentioning  the  tragic  death  of  Charles  Yorke, 
adds  “  Poor  Sir  John  Cust  followed  in  a  few  days  after,  absolutely  killed  with  a  long  sitting, 
and  thereby'  byr  a  repeated  gout.  As  mv  intimacy  continued  there  till  his  death,  I  feel  very 
much  for  his  loss,  as  one  of  the  most  friendly  and  worthy  of  men.  The  Rutland  family  seemed 
likely  to  be  spirited  by  Ld.  William  into  an  opposition  at  Grantham.  But  I  am  glad  to  find 
the  Duke  s  good  sense  hath  preserved  the  coalition  between  Belvoir  and  Belton  entire.  Frank 
Cust,  the  Councellor,  I  hear,  is  chosen  sine  opposite),  the  election  being  yesterday'.” 

So  unexpected  was  the  death  of  Sir  John  Cust,  that  he  had  not  taken  anyr  steps  about  his 
Will.  It  would  appear  that  at  first  he  was  presumed  to  have  died  intestate,  for  the  administra¬ 
tion  as  such  was  granted  in  April,  1770,  to  Sir  Brownlowe  Cust.  Subsequently  a  will  dated 
August  4th,  1751  (P.C.C.,  Somerset  House,  211,  Taverner),  was  discovered,  and  also  a  draft 
of  the  same.  The  executors  of  this  will  were  his  three  brothers,  but  as  they  renounced  their 
duties,  administration  was  granted  on  June  20th,  1772,  to  Sir  Brownlowe  Cust,  the  order  of 
April,  1770,  being  cancelled.  This  will  settles  his  estates  in  due  family  succession,  his  daughters 
and  sisters  not  coming  into  the  entail  until  the  male  issue  of  his  son,  brothers,  and  uncle  had 
been  exhausted.  Richard  Nelthorpe  of  Scawby,  and  Henry  ffolkes  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields 
were  appointed  Trustees,  and  the  property'  included  two  Wharfs  in  London,  Brooks's  Wharf 
and  Bull  s  Wharf.  It  is  noteAvorthy  that  although  Sir  John  proA/ided  a  marriage  portion  of 
£20,000  for  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  £5,000  for  each  of  his  four  sisters,  byT  some  OA'ersight 
he  omitted  to  provide  a  similar  marriage  portion  for  his  daughter  Anne. 

The  year  1770  was  full  of  mourning  for  Belton  and  the  neighbourhood.  On  May  9th  there 
passed  aAvay  the  Rev.  Henry  Gibert  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  who  had  been  for  forty-six 
years  Rector  of  Belton  and  the  intimate  friend  of  the  family  since  the  days  of  Lord  Tyrconnel. 
During  the  summer  the  health  of  Dorothy  Cust  began  to  fail  ;  a  visit  to  Clifton  and  the  hot 
wells  at  Bristol  in  July  proved  unavailing.  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  and  her  sister  Lucy,  went  to 
Clifton  and  hoped  to  fetch  the  invalid  home  to  Belton,  but  she  was  taken  seriously  ill  at  Oxford 
on  the  way  and  died  there  on  September  3rd  in  the  house  belonging  to  her  brother,  Richard, 
Canon  of  Christ  Church.  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  had  therefore  the  sorrow  of  losing  three  of  her 
children  within  a  feAV  months.  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  retired  to  a  house  at  Northaw  in  Hert¬ 
fordshire,  and  AA'as  much  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Vernon,  at  Great  Thurlow,  whose  health  Avas 
also  failing.  A  happier  note  was  struck  Avhen  the  long  courtship  of  Philip  Yorke  and  Elizabeth 
Cust  was  ended  by  their  marriage  at  Northaw  on  July  2nd.  This  happiness  was  further  increased 
when  Brownlowe  Cust,  who  had  recovered  from  his  rejection  by  Miss  Colebrooke,  was  married 
on  October  16th  at  St.  George’s,  Hanover  Square,  to  Miss  Jocosa  Katherine  Drury,  second 
daughter  and  co- heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Drury,  Bart.,  of  Overstone  in  Northamptonshire,  an 
alliance  eagerly  promoted  by  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  and  the  Family  Conclave.  The  importance 
of  thisunarriage  was  enhanced  by  that  of  her  elder  sister  in  the  following  July  to  John  Hobart, 
second  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  afterwards  ambassador  to  the  Court  of  Russia. 

On  October  18th,  1770,  there  also  died  the  Marquess  of  Granby,  so  intimately  associated 
with  Sir  John  Cust's  life  and  career  at  home  and  in  Parliament. 

Death  still  continued  to  take  heavy  toll  of  the  family  at  Belton.  In  February,  1772,  the 
new  young  mistress,  Jocosa,  Lady  Cust,  died,  lea\*ing  only  a  little  daughter,  Ethelred  Anne,. 

*  Rutland  Papers,  Hist.  MSS.,  Appendix  V. 
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a  few  months  old.  The  following  vear  saw  the  death  of  old  Savile  Cockayne  Cost,  Mr.  Cust, 
as  the  family  called  him,  sometimes  nicknamed  ‘  The  China  ’  in  the  letters  of  his  nephews. 
On  August  11th,  1773,  Mrs.  Henry  Vernon,  sister  of  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  died  and  was  buried 
at  Great  Thurlow  in  Sussex.  Owing  to  her  death  questions  arose  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
Payne  estate  at  Hough  as  between  the  two  sisters,  Elizabeth  Vernon  and  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust. 
Mrs.  Vernon  bequeathed  her  share  in  the  estate  to  her  husband,  who  offered  to  sell  the  property 
to  Sir  Brownlowe  Cust.  A  question  raised  as  to  Lady  Gust’s  claim  upon  the  estate  produced 
a  coolness  between  Sir  Brownlowe  and  his  uncle,  and  the  matter  had  not  been  settled  when 
Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  died  at  Northaw  on  January  27th,  1775,  and  was  buried  with  Sir  John 
Cust  at  Belton.  Mr.  Vernon  had  estranged  himself  from  the  Cust  family  by  marrying  for  a 
second  time  within  four  months  of  his  first  wife’s  death.  By  this  wife  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Cullum,  Bart.,  he  left  two  sons  and  a  posthumous  daughter,  for  Mr.  Vernon  died  at  Lille  on 
December  18th,  1776,  when  the  dispute  as  to  the  property  at  Hough  came  to  an  end,  and  it 
eventually  passed  to  his  nephew  at  Belton. 

Neither  Elizabeth  Vernon  nor  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  enjoyed  very  strong  health.  Ladv 
Cust  was  a  good  wife  and  mother  and  maintained  the  duty  and  dignity  of  her  high  station. 
The  few  letters  of  hers  which  have  been  preserved,  imperfect  in  style  and  composition,  show 
a  simple,  warm,  affectionate  nature.  She  lacked  the  stronger  qualities  of  her  mother-in-law. 
Anne,  Lady  Cust,  but  nothing  occurred  to  disturb  the  genuine  happiness  of  her  married  life 
with  Sir  John  Cust,  to  whom  she  looked  for  guidance  in  everything. 

After  her  death,  her  daughter,  Anne,  was  left  alone  until  the  summer  of  1777.  when  in 
spite  of  difficulties  raised  by  her  brother  and  her  uncles,  she  married  of  her  own  inclination 
Mr.  Jacob  Reynardson  of  Holywell  Hall  in  Lincolnshire.  She  left  two  daughters.  Ethelred 
Anne,  wife  of  General  Thomas  Birch,  and  Katherine  Sarah,  wife  of  Wvrley  Birch  of  Wretham. 
Norfolk,  from  whom  descended  a  numerous  progeny  of  Birch-Reynardsons  and  Birches. 

Anne,  Lady  Cust,  the  Speaker’s  mother,  lived  long  enough  to  see  this  marriage,  and  also 
the  second  marriage  of  her  grandson,  Sir  Brownlowe,  to  Frances,  only  child  of  Sir  Henry  Bankes. 
She  also  was  able  to  see  the  Speaker's  services  to  his  country  at  last  recognised  by  the  elevation 
of  Sir  Brownlowe  Cust  to  the  Peerage  in  1776  as  Baron  Brownlow,  In  1779  she  had  the  jov 
to  hear  of  the  birth  of  a  son  and  heir  to  her  grandson  at  Belton,  but  the  sorrow  of  the  death 
of  her  dear  daughter,  Elizabeth  Yorke,  at  Erthig.  At  the  close  of  the  same  year  she  ended  her 
long  and  honourable  life,  and  after  forty-five  years  of  widowhood  was  laid  by  her  husband. 
Sir  Richard  Cust,  in  St.  George’s  Church  at  Stamford.  Under  her  will,  made  after  the  Speaker's 
death  in  1770,  Belton  House  and  property  passed  to  her  grandson,  Lord  Brownlow. 
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PART  II.  [A] 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  SIR  JOHN  CUST. 


S  a  vile  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

When  I  parted  with  Billy  this  morning  at  Hatley,  I  thought  we  should  have  set  forward  to  morrow 
for  London  but  the  Ram  falling  has  determin'd  the  Duke  to  stay  longer  :  however  it  is  pittv  we 
shall  loose  any  time  m  pushing  Billy  forward,  for  which  reason  you  had  best  take  Billy  with  you 
m  a  hackney  coach  (if  his  Captain  will  permitt  him  to  stay  in  town)  on  thursday  morning  &  be  at 
Lord  Wmchelseas  soon  after  ten,  &  aske  for  him— if  you  are  let  in,  Lcl  Tyrconnels  letter ’will  be  a 
proper  introduction,  if  not,  dont  leave  it,  but  leave  both  yr  names,  &  as  soon  as  I  get  to  town  I'll 
go  with  Billy  to  deliver  his  letter  &  y°  having  been  with  your  brother  before  will  be  shewing  a  proper 
respect  tho  you  are  not  acquainted  with  him,  &  if  you  don't  hear  from  me  by  the  post  next  fridav, 
you  will  find  me  m  town  on  Saturday  morning  there  I  hope  to  see  you  &  billy  at  my  own  house  bv 

nine  of  the  Clock  on  Saturday  morning - La  Winshelsea  lives  in  Sacville  Street  Pickaclilly,  if  Bill v 

cant  go  with  you  you  had  best  go  however. 

Kimbolton 

ye  5th  of  April  Monday 

^To  Sr  John  Cust  Barlt  at  Richards  Coffe  house 
Temple  Barr  London.) 


Savile  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

Has  Stanser  no  obligations  to  the  family  that  make  him  yr  friend  ?  If  he  has,  why  will 
he  push  you  to  make  Garner  an  enemy  ?  If  he  will  strike  into  any  part  of  Garner’s  business,  I 
should  think,  if  he  is  attached  to  you,  he  should  avoid  making  you  instrumental,  particularly  if 
he  really  has  substance  for  in  that  case  he  can  drive  it  without  you  or  Perry  who  can't  even  get 
him  a  correspondent  without  engaging  to  be  answerable  for  difficiencies,  and  to  suppose  Garner 
will  not  find  it  out  is  greatly  to  suspect  his  sagacity,  and  if  it  was  my  case,  I  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  at  least  whilst  Garner  lives,  for  whether  Perry  does  it  himself,  or  by  his  friend,  will 
he  not  have  the  same  reason  to  say  you  set  up  Stanser  in  opposition  to  him  ? 

I  wish  I  may  be  able  to  be  at  the  Sessions,  but  we  have  a  Hatley  Settlemen  to  try  at  the  same 
time,  and  I  have  a  sheep  stealer,  and  pocher,  to  try  at  Bedford  Assises,  which  I  will  however 
endeavour  to  execute  by  proxy,  if  other  things  at  Hatley  will  permitt  me  to  be  absent.  I  can  t 
think  there  can  be  any  harm  in  I  ranks  being  at  Cambridge,  and  his  absence,  as  e  very  bod  v  goes, 
would  be  too  particular. 

You  need  not  say  anything  to  Md  about  Allen,  Wills  of  Ledenham  was  by,  and  can  tell  vou  all 
the  particulars,  if  your  curiosity  permits  you  to  know  them. 

»  I  have  given  Frank  my  abstract  of  the  coppy  of  my  Aunt  Proby’s  will  by  which  she  orders  that 
the  parson  and  seven  others  shall  be  Governors  of  that  Charity,  who  are  to  be  nominated  by  you, 
-as  yr  father  was  surviving  trustee  and  executor,  for  those  seven  we  have  five  Custs,  and  two  others 
you  can  govern  should  be  thought  of  as  they  are  to  appoint  the  Schoolmaster  and  have  other  powers 
that  may  be  of  use  and  therefore  I  see  no  reason  to  refuse  Mr.  Proby’s  offer  as  his  being  the  tenant 
is  a  reason  for  excluding  him  from  being  a  trustee,  tho’  that  compliment  may  be  made  to  his  father 
who  will  be  but  one,  and  I  think  I  have  a  schoolmaster  to  recommend,  but  that  only  amongst  our¬ 
selves,  and  old  lorster  sais,  we  may  first  take  Mr.  Proby’s  security  for  the  principal  and  interest, 
and  then  you  may  by  deed  appoint  gouvernors. 


'  1  • 
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I  found  but  two  dozen  of  franks  when  I  arrived,  which  Miss  Lucy  gave  one  lap1'  up,  directed 
for  me,  but  none  were  left  with  Mrs.  Dawes,  and  if  any  accident  has  happened  to  those  you  left 
with  Fletcher,  I  shall  be  aground  for  franks  when  I  get  to  Hatley,  which  I  must  get  you  to  supply. 
My  best  love  to  all  concludes. 

Your  most  affectionate, 

Sav.  Cock.  Oust. 

Half  Moon  Street, 

The  First  of  July. 

To  Sir  John  Cust,  Bt.  at  Hanby,  near 
Faulkingham,  Lincolnshire. 


Savixe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Sr  John, 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  safely  arrivd  in  Lincolnshire,  &  that  you  found  my  lord  &  all  your 
friends  well.  You  are  so  much  in  the  Duke  of  Manchester’s  favour,  that  he  has  fix  d  upon  you 
to  be  one  of  his  Trustees  in  a  purchase  he  has  just  made  of  a  hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  there  will 
be  no  occasion  for  you  to  execute  the  Deed,  till  you  come  to  town  next  winter,  &  as  I  thought  such 
.a  mark  of  confidence  in  so  great  a  man  was  not  to  be  refus  d  I  ventur  d  to  assure  his  grace  that  you 
wou’d  accept  of  it  as  he  was  satisfied  you  wou’d  faithfully  discharge  it.  .  .  . 

Mr  Douglas  of  the  City,  Billys  captains  brother,  has  a  nefue  who  is,  it  seems,  one  of  Admiral 
Vernons  Lieutenants,  who  wrote  to  Mr  Douglas  by  the  sloop  that  brought  the  last  newes  from 
•Carthagena  of  our  defeat  before  Fort  S'*  Lazar,  &  acquaints  him  in  that  Letter  that  as  soon  as  the 
■outworks  at  Carthagena  were  taken  that  Cap*-  Douglas  was  sent  out  on  a  Cruise  which  was  very 
welcome  newes  to  me,  as  in  the  first  place,  it  prevented  Billy  s  being  a  spectator  of  the  loss  of  his 
■countrymen,  &  if  there  shou’d  be  any  sickness  on  board  any  of  the  ships,  Billy’s  ship  will  escape 
any  ill  consequence  from  it,  as  they  were  sent  on  a  Cruise  before  the  sickness  at  Carthagena  began  ; 
&  this  gentleman  also  acquaints  Mr  Douglas  that  Cap1  Douglas  is  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  6c  his 
ships  crew  in  perfect  health  :  there  is  no  apprehension  of  Sickness  in  that  Country  at  Sea,  which 
is  the  best  remedy  for  those  wTho  are  taken  ill  at  land,  so  Billy  has  not  only  been  out  of  danger  (tho 
he  has  had  his  share  of  the  honour  of  the  victory)  but  he  is  in  the  healthiest  situation  that  country 
will  admit  of,  tho  had  he  been  at  land  I  hope  we  need  not  be  under  any  apprehensions  from  the 
Climate  as  it  has  hitherto  agreed  with  him  so  well,  but  I  doubt  we  shall  not  soon  hear  from  him, 
as  he  can’t  write  till  he  returns  from  his  cruise. 

I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  desire  Mr  Gibert  to  get  me  six  pair  of  thred  stockings  of  the 
same  size  &  fineness  with  the  same  cloks,  wTith  those  I  had  last  year,  but  some  thing  better  made 
for  they  are  all  worn  out  tho  I  had  twelve  pair — Pray  make  my  compliments  to  my  Lord  &  Lady, 
Lady  Cust  &  all  friends  at  Belton  &  Grantham,  &  beleive  me  your  most  affectionate 

humble  servant 

Savixe  Cust. 

Marg*  Street 
ye  4th  of  July. 


Savixe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

My  Dr  Sir  John 

*  x  recd  yours  of  the  23d  instant  &  have  lodg’d  the  two  letters  for  Billy  one  with  Mr  Corbet, 

the  other  with  Mr  Douglas  senr  who  have  both  promis'd  me  to  send  them  by  the  first  opportunity, 
&  as  one  will  send  by  a  merchantman  &  the  other  by  a  man  of  war  I  hope  he  will  get  one  or  them, 
but  they  must  wait  for  the  next  opportunity,  for  you  may  observe  by  the  Newespapers  that  botli 
fleets  were  sail’d  before  they  came  to  me. . .  . 

Margaret  Street 

ye  26th  of  August  1740. 


‘ 
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Visct.  Tyrconnel  to  Savile  Cust. 

Belton.  April  the  19th,  1742. 

Dear  Cust, 

Yr  indefatigable  Zeal  and  Activity  in  ye  service  of  yr  Freinds  and  Relations  is  so  great 
that  I  could  fill  volumes  with  those  particulars  that  I  myself  have  been  a  Witness  of,  and  therefore 
shall  not  Attempt  to  crowd  into  the  compass  of  a  Letter.  Not  satisfyed  with  that  y°  are  ever 
contriving  Methods  of  putting  yr  Freinds  in  a  way  of  promoting  ye  same  Laudable  purposes  & 
bringing  them  to  a  successful  effect  ;  and  if  ye  most  Freindly  Man  deserves  Freinds  most,  I  know 
no  man  so  well  entitled  to  them  as  yourself.  This  is  what  my  Sister,  my  Nephews,  and  Neices. 
Mr.  Gibert  and  myself,  have  had  ye  most  happy  Experience  of,  and  are  most  thankful  and  grateful  l 
for.  What  Interest  I  may  have  with  y°.  Present  Ministers  I  know  nothing  off,  as  I  have  not  Tryed 
itt,  but  I  am  sure  I  had  none  or  very  little  with  ye  Last  and  that  when  I  was  in  Parliament  and 
in  some  things  did  not  Act  Dissagreeably  to  them. 

Retired  from  ye  Political  World,  amongst  Trees  and  Bushes,  in  this  Busy  Bustling  Time  when 
nothing  is  heard  but  Drums  and  Trumpets,  Warr  and  Alarms,  and  ye  Relations  and  Recommendations 
of  those  who  may  be  of  use  in  either  of  ye  Houses  of  Parliament  being  many,  must  first  take  place, 
I  have  little  Reason  to  think  my  recommendation  will  signifye  much.  However  I  hope,  like  Dutch 
Physick,  if  it  does  no  good,  it  will  do  no  Hurt,  and  I  will,  and  do  by  this  Post,  send  y°  the  Letters 
as  Desired.  I  own  myself  very  much  oblig’d  to  Those  Noble  Lords  that  have  been  so  kind  to  my 
Nephew,  whose  Meritt  will  amply  supply  the  Defects  of  mine,  and  not  Less  so  to  ye  good  Duke  of 
Manchester  and  Lord  Torrington,  all  whose  Favours  and  Goodness  to  my  Nephew  I  shall  Allwayes 
Acknowledge  with  ye  Greatest  Gratitude,  and  begg  ye  Favour  of  them  to  Accept  my  Thanks,  and 
that  I  shall  esteem  all  kindness  done  to  him  as  to  myself  and  also  to  Mr.  Edwin,  though  I  have  not 
ye  honour  of  being  known  to  him.  It  is  as  great  an  uneasiness  to  have  debts  of  obligation  with4 
ye  power  of  Repaying  as  to  owe  money,  but  in  ye  Former  Case  ye  uneasiness  to  ye  Debtor,  and 
in  ye  Latter  itt  is  to  the  Creditor. 

I  am,  dear  Cust, 

Yr  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

Tyrconnel. 

We  were  all  extremely  Happy  in  Billy’s  company,  to  whom  Mrs.  Woodcock,  and  Misses,  all  Desire 
services,  not  forgetting  good  Sir  John  and  Mrs.  Newton. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Ser  John  Cust. 

Aldgate.  May  19,  1743. 

I  trouble  you  with  this  cheifly  to  advise  you,  that  I  have  sent  to  Mr  Seeker  who  set  out  for 
Grantham  this  Morning,  the  little  Commission  you  was  pleasd  to  give  me  before  your  departure 
from  this  place,  an  Account  of  w'hich,  as  likewise  your  Acc4  Curr4,  you  have  here  unto  annex’d  :  by 
wch  you’ll  please  to  observe  there  is  due  to  me  a  little  Ballance  of  15s  8d  wch  will  about  serve  to- 
pay  Mr  Hasledine  ye  Fees  of  Venison  sent  Mr  Smith  in  July  &  August  last,  the  6  yards  of  Callicoe 
I  told  you  we  had  at  6/  p.  yd,  I  found  upon  enquiry  was  of  a  sort  very  unfit  for  Waistcoats,  &  as 
ye  Dimmity  you  bought  at  our  House  in  ye  year  1739  cost  8/6  p.  yard,  I  imagind  you  wou’d  have 
some  thing  not  inferior  to  that,  &  have  therefore  sent  you  7  yards  at  9  /-  wcd  I  think  is  exceeding 
fine,  &  strong,  &  will  I  hope  prove  to  Content,  but  as  I  was  oblig’d  to  buy  it  at  a  Retail  Shop,  I 
dont  value  myself  much  upon  the  Cheapness.  I  receiv’d  your  Letter  from  Stilton  yesterday  &  will 
take1  care  of  that  for  my  Brother  Billy.  Franky  brought  me  the  paper  on  Tuesday  &  it  was  wrote 
whilst  he  stay’d  &  carried  to  my  Uncle  the  same  day,  I  hope  this  will  find  you  safe  arriv’d  in  the 
place  you  so  often  thought  of  during  your  short  stay  here  &  as  I  am  sensible  you  can’t  find  time 
to  read  anything  of  so  little  moment  as  my  Letters  I  shou’d  be  sorry  to  be  the  least  Alloy  to  your 
Happiness  &  therefore  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself, 

Dear  Brother 

Yours  m°  affectionately 

Pereg  :  Cust. 


■ 


■ 
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Sir  John  Cust 

TO 

Peregrine  Cust. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

1742. 

1742 

Jan.  1. 

To 

Cash 

pd  for  Gill  Blass 

8 

0 

Dec.  28. 

By  cash 

To 

d» 

paid  Carr,  of  Wine 

10 

0 

May  16. 

By  d° 

To 

d° 

paid  Post  of  d° 

1 

0 

r 

To 

d° 

pd  for  6  Silk  Hrs 

19 

2 

* 

To 

d° 

Making  &  Charges  .  . 

1 

6 

Ballance 

due  to  me 

May  17. 

To 

d« 

pd  for  7  yds  Dimmity 

3 

3 

0 

To 

d° 

pd  for  1.1  yd  Lace 

with  Loop  &  Button 

7 

6 

Sent 

to  Mr  Sec 

5 

10 

2 

Lace  & 

cd  7  yds 

2 

2 

0 

2 

12 

6 

4 

14 

6 

15 

8 

5 

10 

2 

ker  1 }  yd 
Dimmitie 


silver 
3  silk 


Hrs 


N.B. — 2  Handrs  I  sent  before  & 
1  I  gave  you  in  Town  make  6  H1^. 


Richard  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Grantham.  May  ye  5th,  1744. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  would  certainly  according  to  your  desire  have  wrote  last  night  from  Huntingdon,  but 
finding  yt  ye  letter  would  only  lie  in  ye  Post  Office  &  yt  you  would  not  receive  it  sooner  than  you 
will  by  my  Putting  of  it  off,  I  chose  rather  to  stay  till  I  got  Home,  as  yl  being  most  convenient  to 
me.  As  My  sister  Dolly  intends  to  write  to  Mother  in  next  Post,  I  will  not  fill  up  my  letter  with 
-an  account  of  our  Journey,  but  will  only  beg  leave  to  tell  you  yt  we  arrived  here  very  safe  about 
3  o’clock,  &  Had  a  very  Pleasant  Journey.  We  had  not  been  here  long  before  My  Lord  &  Lady 
Tyrconnell  came  to  Pay  My  Mother  a  Visit,  who  inquired  very  kindly  after  you  &  all  other  friends 
in  Town.  I  delivered  my  Uncle  Gust’s  letter  to  ye  Man  at  Bigleswade  he  promised  me  yt  he  would 
send  it  to  Cap  Cockayne  in  a  very  little  time.  He  said  he  had  heard  from  him  yt  Day,  &  yl  he 
was  pretty  well  recovered  &  had  got  abroad  again.  I  not  having  time  to  continue  any  longer  with 
this  nonsense,  will  beg  leave  to  conclude  with  returning  you  &  my  sister  thanks  for  your  kindnesses 
to  me,  &  assuring  you  I  remain 

your  ever  Loving  &  affectionate  Brother, 

Richard  Cust. 

I  desire  you  will  Pay  my  Compliments  to  all  Friends  in  Town. 


Wiixiajm  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Grantham.  18  May  1745. 

I  go  every  day  to  Belton  where  my  Lord  Tyrconnel,  who  has  had  no  return  of  his  illness,  receives 
me  very  civilly.  .  .  .Lord  T.  insists  on  Sir  John  &  Lady  Cust  &  child  coming  to  stay  with  him.  . . . 
if  my  sister  did  not  care  to  venture  the  child,  he  would  excuse  her ....  but  said  their  could  not  be 
the  least  reason  for  your  staying  away.  .  .  .according  to  my  injudicious  method  I  said,  indeed  my 
Lord  as  Sir  John  is  to  be  at  Thurlow.  I  should  think  he  might  very  well  come  from  thence  to  the 
Horse  Race,  for  it  would  be  company  to  your  Lordship  &  what  your  Lordship  s  Friends  at  Grantham 
will*  expect  of  him  &  what  made  me  ye  more  ready  to  say  so  is  because  it  is  my  own  Desire  that 
you  should  be  here  then,  for  wdien  I  first  came  down,  ye  first  Question  that  was  asked  me  was,  is 
Sr  John  coming  to  ye  Cocking  &  when  I  said  no,  they  looked  at  each  other  with  surprise  &  I  imme- 
-diately  said,  but  I  believe  he  intends  ye  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  all  gentlemen  at  ye  Horse  Race.  My 
Lord  said  I  judgd  right  &  that  he  insists  upon  your  coming  then  which  I  beg  leave  to  advise  you 
further  to,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  please  my  Lord  &  prevent  great  clamour  against  you  at  Grantham. 
I  went  to  Hough  last  Thursday  &  breakfasted  with  Mr  &  Mrs  Vernon.  .  .  .The  smallpox  is  at  Sleaford 
&  Lincoln.  I  was  at  ye  Cocking  yesterday,  when  your  Cocks  lost  every  Battle  but  for  ye  credit 
-of  Belton  ones  they  won  every  one  on  Thursday  &  you  are  gainer  four  guineas  upon  the  whole. 


. 
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Francis  Cust  to  Lord  Tyrconnel. 


Mid  Term  London.  30  Aug.  1745. 

My  Bro^-  waited  on  the  Commissioner,  Vernon,  and  is  by  his  advice  gone  to  Portsmouth 
.  .  I  here  has  been  some  alarm  about  the  Pretender _ 


William  Cust  to  Lord  Tyrconnel. 


To"al  Vfrn°n  had  appointed  him  his  2»a  Lieut,  the  Admiralty  had  sent  for  him  to  come  to 
Town  as  a  witness  m  a  Court  Martial.  The  King  was  just  arrived. 


Admiral  Vernon  to  Lieut.  William  Cust. 


(?) 


Sir, 


‘Royal  George.’  Sepr  12th,  1745. 


T  to-1  received  y°urs  Wlth  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  Martiall  from  which 
am  obliged  to  you  and  could  not  but  have  a  pleasure  in  the  Reading  the  particular  account  vou 
gave  me  of  them.  But  could  not  forbear  Laughing  to  myself  when  I  Read  of  a  sea  officers  sub- 
nption  for  raising  a  Regiment :  when  there  seems  a  much  more  visible  want  for  a  number  of  small 

hvU1iTg  that  TSllt  m°,re  USefully  be  emPloyd  for  Preventing  the  Rebells  receiving  success 

by  sea  :  that  they  might  have  desired  their  money  to  be  Imployed  in  Hyring  for  the  present  service. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  humble 
servant 

E.  Vernon. 


Extracts  from  Letters  from  William  Cust. 

To  Lord  Tyrconnel. 

H.M.S.  ‘  Namur  ’  at  Blackstakes.  28  Dec.  1744. 

2  hansom  letters  from  Sir  John  inform  him  that  he  &  Lord  Tyrconnel  had  waited  on  Mr  Mathews 
to  forward  his  Preferment:  thanks  Lord  T.  for  all  his  kindness ....  The  Happiness  mv  Brother 
injoys  is  greatly  owing  to  your  Lordship  who  had  so  great  a  Hand  in  bringing  about  v^marnaee, 
therefore  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  sincerely  rejoyce  at  her  Ladyship’s  safe  Delivery  of  a  son,  who 
tho  he  makes  you  appear  a  Degree  older  in  ye  Eye  of  ye  world,  will  give  you  ye  Pleasure  of  seeing 
some  of  your  virtues  descended  a  Degree  lower  in  Posterity.  It  is  so  pleasing  a  Reflection  to  think 
1  return  home  so  great  m  your  Lordships  Favour. 


To  Sir  John  Cust. 

Chatham.  9  Jan.  1744(5). 

had  been  taken  up  lately  with  his  brother  Dicky’s  companv,  who  he  found  very  sensible. . .  . 
It  is  a  great  pleasure.  .  .  .to  have  you  for  my  Elder  Brother  who  is  capable  of  expressing  himself 

m  y  engaging  manner  you  do  &  outdoes  your  expressions  by  your  actions _ find  you  too 

much  eoncernd  because  you  have  not  ye  Interest  you  wish  to  promote  me.  I  do  not  desire  you 
to  follow  my  Rule,  but  I  receive  great  comfort  from  it,  which  is  to  contract  an  acquaintance  with 
as  many  People  as  I  can,  who  can  be  of  any  service  to  me,  &  then  not  to  forfeit  their  esteem. 


To  Sir  John  Cust. 


Mr  Mathews  had 
exert  influence  to  get 
perhaps  he  was  now 


H.M.S.  ‘Namur’  in  Portland  Road.  25  Nov.  1746. 
made  him  4th  Lieut,  of  his  ship  and  was  order’d  home.  . .  .begs  his  brother  to 
him  promoted.  ...  Sir  John’s  letters  had  not  been  so  frequent  since  his  marriage* 
a  father - Hopes  his  brother  Franky  will  succeed  in  his  way  of  life _ 
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Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Brother, 

I  shou’d  have  waited  on  you  without  fail  last  night  but  I  had  ingag' d  myself  Day  or  two 
ago  to  Mr  Massingberd  to  spend  the  Evening  with  him.  I  was  less  inclin’d  to  put  his  ingagemenfc 
off  as  I  desird  Mr  Mitchell  particularly  to  acquaint  you  how  the  affair  stood,  who  w'as  with  me 
yesterday  &  knows  as  much  as  myself— the  last  Express  my  Bro  sent  me  contain’d  the  Capt  : 
Examination  wch  did  not  prove  a  great  deal  but  I  insisted  with  Mr  Crespigny  to  have  the  Opinion 
of  a  Civillian  upon  it,  &  it  appear’d  Mr  Crespigny  had  before  omitted  a  very  material  circumstance 
wch  was  that  of  the  Pass  being  a  year  Old.  Doctor  Paul  who  we  apply’d  to  says  that  the  Pass  of 
a  Danish  ship  must  contain  not  only  an  account  of  the  Ship  &  People  belonging  to  Denmark  but  likewise 
an  acct  of  ye  Goods — now  the  Pass  found  on  Board  the  Ship  is  dated  last  year  &  he  acknowledges 
in  his  Deposition  that  this  is  his  2(l  Voayage  &  therefore  as  he  has  no  Pass  for  it  Doctr  Paul  thinks 
this  Circumstance  sufficient  to  Condemn  Ship  &  Cargoe — -there  was  besides  Gunpowder,  Granada 
shells  &  a  Chest  of  Cartridge  found  on  Board  &  some  other  Circumstances  that  make  so  well  for 
us  that  we  have  taken  out  a  Monition  &  I  sent  Billy  word  to  send  the  Ship  up  the  River  as  soon 
as  he  can.  I  shall  be  sure  to  come  to  you  this  Evening  but  I  am  so  busy  at  present  I  am  afraid  I 
cant  before.  I  am  now  going  to  the  Mercers  Meeting,  there  I  find  by  Enquiring  yesterday  a  petition 
was  to  be  presented  in  behalf  of  Mr  Smith,  I  hope  that  this  Evening  you'll  have  nothing  but  good 
News  from 

your  ever  affect.  Brother 

Thursday  morning.  Pere  Cust. 


John,  Lord  Perceval,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Bath.  Monday,  June  2nd,  1746. 

Dr  Sr  John 

The  Post  of  this  morning  brought  me  your  Letter  of  last  Saturday,  by  wcl1  I  find  that  I 
had  made  a  mistake  as  to  yr  adjournment  of  ye  Coal  Bill,  wch  I  was  confident  had  been  put  off  to 
ye  1st  of  June,  so  that  I  imagind  my  Letter  in  relation  to  it  would  have  reached  you  in  good  Time. 
However  it  is  full  as  well,  wc^  I  wholly  owe  to  yr  care,  &  kindness,  and  am  therefore  extremely 
obliged  to  you  for  wht  you  did  in  that  Affair ;  but  I  must  still  renew  my  request  to  you  to  adjourn 
it  on  next  Friday  to  ye  25th  Instant,  by  w0*1  Time  if  not  sooner  I  hope  to  be  certainly  in  Town. 

I  have  seen  a  Plan  of  Peace  in  ye  Publick  Papers  said  to  be  proposed  by  the  King  of  Prussia — 
But  it  is  darkly  worded  as  to  what  Part  of  ye  Netherlands  is  to  remain  to  France,  and  it  is  very 
sure  that  as  they  have  demolishd  most  of  ye  Strong  Places  they  have  taken,  Let  them  restore  what- 
portion  of  it  they  think  fit,  the  whole  must  be  their  own  again  at  any  Time  in  one  Campaign,  and 
the  Dutch  having  no  Barrier  must  lie  at  ye  mercy  of  that  Power — and  as  to  Italy  the  Establishment 
of  Don  Philip  there  must  put  the  King  of  Sardinia  in  an  equal  state  of  dependence  &  throw  all  Italy 
in  a  little  Time  into  ye  Hands  of  the  House  of  Bourbon — Yet  notwithstanding  the  advantages  of  this 
supposed  Plan  to  France,  I  can  hardly  bring  myself  to  believe  that  we  must  not  submit  to  Terms- 
of  harder  digestion,  if  we  treat  in  this  Conjuncture,'  &  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  the  I  rench 
will  consent  to  ye  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  Mardike,  or  Graveline  or  the  Restitution  of  Ostend,  or 
that  Spain  will  bona  fide  submit  to  ye  Point  of  no  search  for  wch  we  have  so  long  contended  and 
if  these  Things  are  not  obtained  and  Cape  Breton  be  given  up  (tho  no  man  of  Common  Sence  expects 
to  keep  it),  I  should  imagine  no  minister  in  this  Country  could  maintain  his  ground  against  ye  C  [amours 
that  would  arise  against  him  &  ye  subsequent  &  unavoidable  chicanery,  &  other  consequences,, 
wch  we  must  expect  from  France  after  this  or  any  other  Peace  that  might  be  made  with  her  in  our 
present  Scituation. 

When  I  think  upon  these  Things,  and  then  take  ye  other  side  of  ye  question— When  I  survey 
the  allmost  real  exhausted  condition  of  this  country,  wch  I  call  real  because  our  Credit  is  so  much 
impaired  New  Funds  almost  impossible  to  be  found,  &  ye  Publick  at  ye  mercy  of  a  few  mercenary 
Jobbers,  &  when  I  reflect  upon  the  scandalous  manner  as  you  justly  term  it,  in  wctl  ye  war  has  been 
hitherto  carried  on,  without  any  shadow  of  Probability  that  it  will  be,  or  indeed  now  can  be  carried 
on  better — when  bv  taking  all  our  Measures,  and  hiring  all  our  troops  6  months  later  than  we  should 
or  might  have  done,  we  can  bring  no  Alternative  to  our  suggestion,  but  that  we  are  either  govern  d 
by  those  who  know  not  how  to  govern,  or  who  mean  to  ruin  us  ;  I  see  no  hope  of  Preservation,  <!x 
have  nothing  left  to  say,  but  to  Lament  with  you  the  deplorable  condition  to  wch  faction  has  reduced 
this  country  &  to  partake  of  ye  general  stupefaction  wc^  I  think  has  invaded  men  of  all  denominations 
that  I  meet  with,  at  ye  past  and  continued  encouragement  of  that  Faction  contrary  to  all  the 
Principles  of  private  or  Publick  Policy.  I  am  sure  of  all  Honour,  Gratitude  &  virtue  between  man. 
&  man. 
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stiH^  ted°Net?  TtTJf Ih  h“  San  vlT, g°°d  ‘°  this  «ovemmeu..  I  hear 
assured  by  Letters  from  Bristol  where  t-h  -  ‘  +U  C,°  "  U  re  ^°,u  are  among  other  things  we  are 

the  Brest  &  Ferroll  Fleets  are  actually  saih/VT  f°  CertaintY  in  their  Intelligence,  that 

that  they  have  clean  avoided  our  Squadron,  &  tZ  they "  T'l’ 

but  to  engage  you  if  I  in „  f'  "  1  °“n  g,VO  much  credd  ‘°  ■<  myself, 

Reports  prevail  with  you  ’  ^  ™6  kn°W  nOW  and  th«‘  Yr  Leisure  hours  what 

&  wh^her“  XetlreTid  laf  EmoTter  Pi“»  « *  «*“•»  10,000  £  pr  a!1n. 

worthy  his  Acceptance — His  last  w<d>  was  woZr  —M M0°l  h“  Har»"«ues"«  “  Trifle  hardly 
-express  words,  &  if  He  don’t  sav  so  of  +}-,;«  f  T  i  '\000  >OLl  ma>r  remember  he  termd  so  in 

I  am  equally  persuaded  that  manv  in  o ,  r  H  "  he  thin?“  *«***»■  to  his  deserts  ; 

-deserves  a  more  exalted  station "  I  want  to  S?v  ar  agr®ed  with  him  as  to  think  that  he 

how  our  Friends  confer  the  Promotions ’ w °W  whet^r,^  has  ^vrith  an^  more  Ruffles  & 
recd,  and  whether  it  works  among  them  as  it  is  T+  &.the  Klcks  they  have  themselves 

what  other  Proceedings  in  ^0^  to  Changes  1-  ?  f  f 1 P6°t ‘‘  Wish  heM  ^wise, 

■expected-whether  Tom  Carew  le  ver  »  t  7  Prei,erments  are  discoursed  of,  and  when  they  are 

si E5! “2  to-— - - ^ 

t^TphTcel^lhmefore^eartU^wearied^oFl)1  ^  ^ry^dele^Man^w*?1!  truhr'anf  !at 

Dr  Sr  John 

Yr  obliged  &  faithfull 
humble  ser^ 

Perceval. 


Sr 


(Letter  from  William  Oust,  R.N.,  to  Savlle  Cust,  Feb.  27,  1746) 


you  that  ttTan  ^^S?***  to  ?  *•*«“*.  P  »eg  >-ve  to  acquaint 

was  not  only  staying  on  Shore  two  Xith  t  I r  l  ever  knew’  &  ye  I  whipt  him  for, 

I  sent  on  shore  with  ye  French  Prisoners  which  rnVht^L  Ut  **  ^  Sam?  Time  insuItin?  Fe  Persons 
-after  which  when  he  &  five  Marines  werp  Q  igi^  ave  occasioned  a  great  Deal  of  Mischief, 

atopt  at  y*  Entrance  »f,™ R  ” »  ^  a‘  -turning  back,  they 

of  a  Halfpenny  he  carried  them  all  to  Plymouth  7*  ,P  ym  h  *  ye  other  H°mc,  *  by  y«  Luck 
Court  Martial  of  their  own  Z  I  br?ke,  &  ye  men  excused  bv  a 

officers,  yet  when  Marines  are  on  B^aThirTik  ^°U  ^  1S  nght  t0  avoid  aI1  Disputes  with  ye  Land 
Crimes  they  commit  they  are  to  be  Tn  v"  ^  0“  ^  Wlth  Seamen’  &  ^tever 

-at  Sea  Court  Martials  &  "accordinglv  the  4dm'  it  6  ^ai^e  ”lanuer  as  Seamen,  &  ought  to  be  tried 
of  War  to  stand  their  Trval  bu/befom  fw‘  1Y  had  °rdered  these  men  Prisoners  on  Bd  a  Man 
had  brought  them  tTa  Cutt W  ul  S  2““  C°mmanding  officer  Regiment 

-articles  of  War  I  have  an  authoritv  to  mV  a  a  h  h  th®  man";es  were  ordered  me  again  ;  a-  bv  ve 
&  have  as  yet  received  no  Reprimand  fZJ  e  p”®  T  u  °egree  °f  a  Warrant  officer  12  Laches, 

Matter,  &  above  all  be  cautious  never  to  move  the  Ad^raltv°UThth,  f"  T™™  m°re  °f  *he 
mending  me  to  ve  Person  tmincr  tn  nn  i  •  mnalty.  I  thank  you  for  your  care  in  recom- 

or  a  volunteer  upon  a  Promise  to  bH-TX  t'p7,  'li63'  'Vh°3e  Captai'1  1  'vould  1,ke  to  go> 

mayn't  like  me  w^en  abroad.1  then^  ?i°fv  Z  ^  ^l63'  th°'  ‘hat  “  his  °rd<‘rs  «  •» 
■do  vacancies  happen  often.  Mr  Danvers  has  not  ha!  *  i™’  “lthout  *reat  Loss  of  Time,  neither 

if  in  y»  mean  Time  other  Trumps  shouW  tmn  un  hem0?’  Pl“  m<S  °ff  f°r  ^  seeond  »r  « 

in  a  very  fair  way  at  present  «  ™!  l! 7'  f  w  would  be  a  P">y.  &  I  should  think  S'  John 

you  judge  proper,  &  should  like  to  kno'w  who  go^flrst  &ethtenV^mhSilhhWeVhr  1  refUSe  no,hin« 
Tm  upon.  I  will  write  next  Post  to  my  Lord.Tam  8  beMer  Judge  of  >’*  Terms 

Your  Dutiful  &  Affectionate  Nephew 

Wm.  Cust. 


Feb.  27th,  1746. 

‘  Otter 1  Sloop  at  Plymouth. 


' 
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Sir  John  Cost  to  Lord  TYrcoxnel  (draft). 

May,  1746. 

...  .1  don’t  find  it  determined  when  the  parliament  is  to  be  up  I  believe  there  is  something  upon 
the  Anvil  as  the  usual  Business  of  the  Session  would  be  over  in  less  than  a  week.  God  grant  it  may 
be  as  some  people  are  apt  to  think  a  plan  of  peace  to  be  laid  before  ye  2  Houses  for  yr  approbation, 
for  surely  a  bad  peace  at  present  wou’d  be  much  preferable  to  the  consuming  &  hazardous  War 
we  are  now  engaged  in.  I  was  in  great  hopes  Admiral  Vernon’s  Bill  for  preventing  smuggling  wou’d 
have  passed  this  session  as  it  seems  to  be  extremely  well  calculated  to  put  a  stop  to  that  great  & 
detestable  evil  but  after  it  had  gone  thro  the  Committee  &  orderd  to  be  ingrossd,  without  any  exception 
taken  to  it  It  was  today  upon  the  3  Reading  for  what  Reasons  I  can't  imagine  put  off  to  the  End 
of  the  Session  and  another  Bill  orderd  to  be  brought  in  upon  the  plan  of  ye  Black  Act  to  get  the 
better  of  these  desperate  gangs  of  smugglers  but  several  Material  provisions  in  the  Admiral' s  Bill 
which  strike  at  the  Root.  viz.  the  smugglers  at  sea  intirel^  omitted.  We  have  no  news  of  the  further 
progress  of  the  French  since  they  took  the  Citadel  of  Antwerp  but  unfortunately  we  are  in  such  a 
situation  as  not  to  be  able  to  withstand  any  projects  they  may  form.  . .  . 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Brother 

I  receiv'd  your  favour  of  the  15th  safe  with  a  Note  inclosed  on  Mr.  Hoare  for  Two  Hundred 
Pounds  which  is  paid  &  I  return  you  herewith  the  value  of  it  in  8  Bank  Notes,  5  of  £20  2  of  £30 
&  1  of  £40.  Your  draft  on  me  for  £200  shall  be  paid  &  whatever  money  you  want  more  I’ll  keep 
ready  for  you.  I  think  you  are  quite  right  not  to  starve  the  cause  &  I  hope  the  noble  spirit  you 
have  shown  will  disappoint  the  expectation  of  your  ennemies  both  now  &  hereafter.  I  wrote  you 
my  fears  last  post  &  shall  be  glad  to  hear  wether  any  thing  appears  in  favour  of  Lord  G.  if  there 
does  I  don’t  apprehend  it  can  hurt  you  as  the  Duke’s  freinds  have  already  promis’d  you  their  Interest. 
I  am  very  glad  you  approve  of  the  Wiggs  &  you  may  get  them  made  please  let  them  be  40  Browns 
&  10  Giezles  of  as  different  shades  as  you  can,  they  must  be  of  a  midling  length  with  worsted  cawles 
&  good  hair  &  of  different  sizes  but  none  less  than  what  may  fit  a  Boy  of  14.  I  cant  send  you  a 
sample  but  I  hope  these  Particulars  will  be  sufficient  &  I  shall  be  glad  if  I  can  dispose  of  them  so 
as  not  to  let  you  be  a  loser.  I  think  however  as  this  is  the  first  tryal  it  wont  be  proper  to  order 
any  more  of  any  sort  of  goods  till  you  see  how  they  answer ....  Hats  at  4  or  5  sh  :  will  I  beleive 
answer  the  Best  &  if  you  can  get  3  or  400  made  soon  I  will  send  them  with  the  shoes  the  Bill  of 
Parcills  for  wch  is  quite  regular  &  as  you  think  I  may  be  safe  in  swearing  them  foreign  I  wont  give 
you  any  further  trouble  either  about  that  or  the  weight  wcb  last  I  will  get  here. 

I  was  at  the  House  yesterday  and  heard  the  King  dissolve  the  Parliament  &  afterwards  dined 
with  Mr.  Cust  where  I  heard  the  Writs  will  be  out  of  Monday  &  that  for  Grantham  will  be  down 
of  Wednesday  so  that  if  you  are  intimate  with  the  returning  officer  I  beleive  you  may  get  the  Election 
over  within  4  days  after.  I  shall  see  the  Doctor  tonight  &  if  he  knows  any  thing  further  he  shall 
acquaint  you  but  I  beleive  let  the  Election  be  when  it  will  you  may  depend  on  my  staying  in 
Town  till  it  is  over.  Mr.  Cust  is  very  much  pleas’d  with  your  Management  &  intends  if  possible 
to  pay  you  a  visit  &  in  the  meantime  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  Freemen  shou’d  be  treated  here  before 
the  Election.  Pray  tell  Miss  Jenny  I  traced  her  Letter  but  I  cant  send  the  Gown  because  at  iiresent 
I  have  no  7  yds.  P°  by  me  in  the  collrs  she  wants.  I  had  a  Letter  yesterday  from  Plymouth  in  \vctl 
I  was  told  that  the  Capt.  sail’d  from  thence  the  day  Admiral  Warren  appear'd  of  that  Port  &  that 
it  jvas  thought  he  was  gone  with  him.  I  desire  my  Duty  to  Lord  &  Lady  Tyrconnel  &  my  Mother 
&  love  to  my  sisters 

I  am, 

Dr  Sr  John 

Your  ever  affect.  Bror 

London.  18  June  1747.  Pere  Cust. 

Pray  advise  the  Receit  of  the  Bank  Notes. 

To  Sir  John  Cust  Bar4  at  Grantham 
in  Lincolnshire. 

K  2 
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Lord  Baltimore  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

Dr  Sir, 

I  am  favour'd  with  yours  rejoyce  at  your  success  but  still  have  no  oportunity  of  com¬ 
municating  your  letter  till  this  Election  is  over  which  will  be  the  8th  of  next  mounth. 

your  most  humble 
ser4 

Woodcolt.  June  the  19th,  1747.  Baltimore. 

P.S. — I  have  bin  here  some  [time]  shall  not  be  in  town  till  all  is  over  my  compliments  to 
Ld  Tirconnell. 


Peregrine  Cost  to  Sr  John  Cost. 

Dear  Sr  John, 

I  receiv'd  both  your  favours  of  the  29  &  24  Instant  &  by  the  same  Post  as  the  last  one 
from  Mr.  Haseldine  advizing  me  that  Tuesday  was  the  day  fixt  on  for  treating  the  Outners.  I 
have  acordingly  been  with  Mr.  Sherard  who  being  very  much  indispos’d  with  the  Gout  has  intrusted 
me  with  the  management  of  the  treat  &  intends  to  send  his  Clerk  on  tuesday  to  lend  me  assistance 
in  the  drinking  Part,  I  have  been  to  day  with  Wright,  Pears  &  Calcraft  &  by  the  help  of  an  old  List 
I  found  by  me  we  shall  find  it  very  easy  to  come  at  all  the  freemen  here.  Calcraft  is  to  call  on  me 
•on  Monday  to  acquaint  me  with  the  number  we  shall  have,  when  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Sherard  I 
shall  agree  with  him  at  so  much  a  head  for  the  Eating.  I  am  extremely  glad  to  find  by  your  Letter 
•of  the  20th  that  the  Duke  &  you  are  upon  such  amicable  terms,  I  wish  it  may  always  continue  & 
I  make  no  doubt  but  it  will  frighten  all  pretenders  to  succeed  you  for  the  future,  the  spirit  you  show 
in  making  light  of  your  money  at  this  juncture  will  add  great  weight  to  your  Interest.  I  am  sure 
nothing  can  please  Bill  more  than  to  advance  whatever  you  want  of  his  &  therefore  you  may 
•command  any  sum  not  exceeding  £490  I  only  desire  you’ll  let  me  know  some  little  time  before  I  am 
to  pay  it.  The  Puff  of  Vigilant  in  the  Papers  was  mine,  I  thought  at  this  time  it  wou’d  have  great 
weight  with  the  Common  People,  &  your  Lincolnshire  Country  squires  have  shewn  themselves  such 
Noodles  in  Compositions  that  I  don't  suppose  they’ll  have  sense  to  smoke  it.  I  have  not  yet  bespoke 
the  Hat  lining  &  shall  wait  your  further  directions.  As  to  wiggs  I  cant  find  out  any  particular  way 
of  packing  them  up  but  the  best  way  of  preserving  the  Curl  will  be  I  fancy  to  put  it  up  in  Papers. 
The  shoes  I  shall  send  away  next  week  in  a  ship  without  Convoy  &  insure  to  the  full,  the  next  you 
intend  shall  go  to  a  different  part  of  the  world,  as  they  are  not  yet  made.  I  desire  you'll  tell  the 
shoemakers  to  put  their  name  in  the  inside  for  on  looking  over  the  last  I  found  some  very  bad,  those 
with  Wykum  in  them  were  very  good  &  I  beleive  he  us’d  you  the  best  of  all— pray  also  let  me  have 
the  following  Particulars — the  Weight  of  the  Leather,  Number  of  Pumps  &  shoes,  &  how  many 
Boys  &  how  many  Mans,  the  more  shoes  you  can  get  for  your  4  /6  the  Better,  for  its  a  vast  Price,  you 
.must  expect  to  be  cheated  at  this  time,  but  when  I  come  into  the  Country  I  hope  we  shall  find  some 
way  of  putting  it  on  a  cheaper  footing,  for  I  am  very  desirous  that  the  sales  shall  afford  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  continue  the  scheme  of 

Dear  Sr  John 

Your  ever  affect.  Brother 

Pere  Cust. 

I  beg  my  duty  to  Ld  &  Lady  Tyr  :  &  my  Mother,  &  love  to  my  sisters. 

London.  June  27,  1747. 

To  Sr  John  Cust  Bar*1  at  Grantham 
in  Lincolnshire. 


\ 

Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London.  Aug.  4,  1747. 

Dear  Sr  John. 

I  have  received  both  your  favours  of  the  29  ult°  &  1st  Instant  with  a  Bill  inclosd  for  50£ 
which  is  paid  &  together  with  118.  15.  the  Amount  of  the  Quarter's  salary  is  pass'd  to  your  Credit. 
I  wont  justify  myself  about  my  Puffs  because  I  am  inclin’d  to  think  what  you  say  true  &  yet  if  I 
■do  not  you  must  think  me  a  great  Ass  for  they  have  cost  me  near  half  a  guinea,  as  to  your  being  amaz  d 
.however  at  my  carelessness  loose  manner,  &c.  I  think  I  turn  the  tables  upon  you,  because  you  ought 


. 


' 
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to  know  the  Doctor  too  well  to  Credit  any  thing  of  his  reporting  :  he  carried  it  so  far  with  my  uncle 
that  he  wrote  me  a  Letter  he  did  not  believe  Billy  was  preferr’d  at  all,  &  what  reason  the  Doctor 
had  for  setting  me  off  in  such  false  Coulrs  I  cant  conceive,  for  that  I  had  the  greatest  grounds  to 
think  Billy  had  a  ship  I  beleive  you  yourself  will  allow,  -when  I  tell  you  that  Mr  Douglas  heard  it 
from  Lloyd  who  was  going  to  Plymouth  to  Command  the  Otter,  &  Scobie  had  it  from  Ram  of  the 
Admiralty  office.  Billy  is  come  to  town  &  in  charming  spirits.  Prosperity  is  a  glorious  thing, 
&  I  hope  it  will  allways  attend  our  family,  last  year  we  were  dead  as  it  were,  &  had  nothing  before 
us,  but  the  Prospect  of  Ruin  &  Divisions  :  but  this  yeares  extraordinary  Success  has  so  releiv’d  us 
that  I  hope  it  will  be  a  Lesson  to  us  never  to  sit  down  contented,  but  for  ever  pursue  the  Advancement 
of  the  Family  with  a  laudable  Ambition.  I  have  consulted  with  Billy  about  Wiggs,  &  he  confirms 
what  I  had  heard  that  they  are  sent  to  New  England,  but  this  is  only  in  the  General.  I  cant  find 
what  sorts  are  fit,  &  therefore  its  impossible  to  send  a  sample  ;  as  the  Election  is  over  we  are  both 
of  opinion  there  is  no  absolute  necessity  of  imploying  the  Barbers  so  soon.  When  Billy  gets  to 
New  England  he  can  make  particular  enquiry,  &  it  will  earn  more  both  to  your  &  their  Advantage  : 
if  you  are  so  far  ingaged  you  can’t  recede  we  must  manage  as  well  as  we  can,  but  pray  defer  it  a  little 
because  its  very  probable  you  may  very  soon  see  Billy. 

your  affect.  Bro. 

Pere.  Cust. 

I  beg  my  love  to  my  sisters  pray  tell  my  sister  Cust  I  have  delivered  her  letter  to  Billy. 

I  cou’d  not  get  Wykams  Indentures  done  to  send  this  Post.  Pray  give  the  inclosed  to  Jack 
Good. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Lord  Tyrconnel. 

My  Lord. 

I  beg  leave  to  take  this  first  opportunity  of  returning  your  Lordship  and  My  Lady  mine 
and  my  wife’s  most  grateful  Acknowledgments  for  the  many  Favours  conferrd  upon  Us  while  we 
were  in  the  Country.  It  is  my  Lord  with  the  truest  satisfaction  I  reflect  upon  the  Friendship  your 
Lordship  constantly  shews  me  as  I  must  be  ever  sensible  it  &  to  that  I  am  indebted  for  all  my 
Happiness  in  this  Life.  I  fully  intended  asking  the  Favour  of  your  Lordship  and  my  Lady  to  make 
use  of  your  pew  in  S*  George’s  Chinch  but  have  been  very  kindly  prevented  by  a  Letter  my  sister 
Jenny  recd  yesterday  from  my  Lady  for  which  we  beg  to  return  you  our  best  Thanks. 

I  was  at  Cheere's  the  Statuary  this  morning  who  tells  me  He  sent  the  Duke's  Bust*  to  your  Lord- 
ship  by  this  wTeeks  Carrier  I  have  therefore  paid  Him  the  nine  guineas,  but  He  made  an  extraordinary 
Demand  of  six  shillings  for  the  packing  Case,  which  I  wou’d  fain  have  had  Him  remit  but  cou'dnot 
prevail.  I  have  bought  for  your  Lordship  the  several  Tryals  of  Lord  Lovat,  Lord  Kilmarnock  & 
as  also  the  Letters  from  a  young  painter  with  a  plan  of  Mount  Vesuvius  and  Dr  James’s  Dispensations 
all  which  your  Lordship  will  receive  by  the  Venison  Hamper  next  week.  I  have  not  been  in  Town 
long  enough  to  pick  up  any  publick  News  but  as  soon  as  I  hear  any  worth  your  Lordship’s  notice  I  shall 
beg  Leave  to  trouble  you  with  it.  My  wife  and  I  hope  our  Duty  will  be  acceptable  to  your  Lordship 
and  my  Lady  and  I  beg  you  will  believe  me  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect,  sincerity  and  gratitude 

My  Lord 

Your  Lordship’s  most  obedient 
&  dutyful  nephew  &  most 

obedient  Humble  servant 

Marlborough  Street.  John  Cust. 

Nov.  7th,  1747. 


John,  Lord  Perceval,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Dear  Sr  John 

I  am  surprised  to  find  by  yr  Letter  wch  I  recd  yesterday,  that  you  are  so  ignorant  of  our 
Transactions  here,  for  it  has  been  understood  by  9  in  10  of  the  House  of  Commons  ever  since  yesterday 
sennight,  &  it  has  been  certainly  known  for  several  days  to  ye  whole  Town  that  ye  Parliament  is  to 


*  This  alludes  to  a  leaden  bust  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  now  at  Belton  House. 
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your  Court  who  knew  you  were  at  such  a  distance' had^t  ^°jfVery  man’s  EIection>  I  am  surprised 
it,  especially  since  instead  of  ye  distance  of  Time  vou  ?artlcular  care  to  infonn  you  of 

this  Day  sennight  or  to  morrow  sennight  at  the  farthest.  *  *  18  ““  eVent  that  WiH  IiaPPen  hY 

The  House  adjourned  last  Thursday  to  next  Thursday 
or  at  farthest  Tuesday  when  the v  will  ‘  ,  „  1  y  ’  ,  h  tbey  Wl11  Slt  aSain  till  Monday 

tion  will  come  out  ye’ Zy  next Day  s  tte  Zt  h  '‘Z'T*  ‘he  Prada™t'»”  Disselu. 

known  when  ye  writs  will  be  issued  &  th  l  nL  ^T*  that.  very  Night-It  is  not  absolutelv 
senee  must  se^  that  ye  whole  effect  of  fhis  Measur  (w"  P*°P‘e-But  a  man  of  Common 
to  look  about  then/  I  am  the^  ^  W 

But  I  hope  you  k/wZw/o'app^Effectim/B  PI<T*  °/  WeStminster  int0  >'our  Neighbourhood— 
and  that  you  will  be  put  /  no  tr/blet  1/ence  r/  T/"4  itS,f°win«  *«  “greater  Height. 
ye  Independents  who  are  grown  Contemptible  v  T  1  1re^a’rT  °  myseb  1  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
there  than  I  ever  had,  even  T‘his  H°"  a  greater  Interest 

5a  1  £2 

not  Timetohwri^^yfX™^y™tIpe^C™“™n8dye.”l0tiv^  °f  4his  Dissolut>on.  but  1st  I  have 

with  sufficient  certainty  to  write _ These  three  cP™  6p  °  Write‘  1  am  not  perhaps  informed 

upon  this  head,  &  I  §  determizu>  me  at  Pr*^  to  be  silent 

your  success  in  y«  present  and  all  your  future  views'6™  aSSUranCeS  °f  my  bearty  Sood  ^hes  for 


Pall  Mall  Tuesday  Morning 
(1747). 


I  am 

Yr  affectte  humble  serv* 

Perceval. 


Sm  John  Cust  to  Lord  Tyrconnel. 

r'd  4his  — « 

every  thing  with  an  high  Hand  and  wbat’c  u  *  Ministry  seem  determin’d  to  carry 

to  approve8 their  conduct  one  Wancc  0?  whkh  *  Some «  other  procur'd  a  majority 
presented  a  petition  for  Seaforth  in  favour  of  1-,  S  'T?  vlSib  e  on  Friday  last,  when  Lord  Gage 
was  therein  charged  /th  having  taw/  d  the  77 ^ddle^  ^  Duke  of  New  castle 
to  his  House  and*  there  taking  them  on!  bytet  '1  t°h  4hef  Co£“°nS  by  invitin<?  a11  the 
to  every  House  in  the  Town  to  solMt  in  the  “  them  for  ™eir  votes'  He  afterwards  went 
officer  during  the  whole  Poll  and  Demisted  n  ,  'wanner,  was  in  the  Town  Hall  next  the  Returning 

by  the  Candidates.  The  Ministry  ^ere  I  supposed?  'A™  ^  preSence  was  ^rongty  objected  to 
upon  the  Examination  and  therefore  were  resold  ^  7  ou’d  come  out 

of  147  to  96.  If  this  was  the  worst  The  ?  7°*  be  beard\but  rejected  it  by  a  majority 

were  very  well  off,  but  I  own  I  was  eciuallv  Qllr!?n  7^  SU  6r  ^rom  tbe*r  Hands,  I  shou’d  think  we 

upon  our  voting  the  Seamen  that  the  current  supphas  of°thiWar  heaij^Ir' ^®lham  tel1  us  yesterday 
amount  to  eleven  millions.  Since  such  a  sum  tl  m  ®  year  ]f°uld  at  the  lowest  computation 

who  was  pretended  to  be  laid  aside  for  hi<s  t  ra,1S  f  1  WOU  d  have  wished  a  certain  Minister, 

he  wou’dWe  C°nt“>  Play  *  ^r  the’  I  belief 

the  dangerous  situation  we  are  nowin  ;  out  of  which  T  do  'V  ^  n0t,to  sldTer  us  to  be  brought  into 
of  our  present  Ministers  will  be  able  to  extricate  us  **  ^  probabdlty  tbat  tbe  Dexterity 

f4 /vision  they  seem  apprehensive  their  measures 
us  hard  to  give  L  PHouseYp“  n  h“  ^ 


Marlborough  Street, 
Nov.  24th,  1747. 
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Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Jan  :  ye  6th,  1747 ,8. 

Dr  Sr  John, 

Wee  pack’d  up  yr  livery  box  last  night  &  I  hope  y°  will  receive  it  safe  on  Saturday  next, 
if  you  please  to  be  at  ye  opening  of  it,  for  I  have  putt  700£  in  it,  it  is  part  of  a  morgage,  that 
was  paid  me  inn  a  little  while  agoe,  &  if  upon  giving  these  guineas  it  will  be  of  service  to  you,  you 
are  Wellcome  to  the  use  of  it,  for  I  shall  not  want  it  till  you  come  into  ye  country,  &  I  am  not  sure 
I  shall  want  it  then.  I  did  design  to  have  laid  it  out  in  some  sort  of  stock,  because  I  could  easelv 
sell  when  I  please,  but  I  shall  be  beter  pleasd  to  have  it  a  convenience  to  you.  Yr  hats  are  to  goe 
next  week,  we  could  not  get  yr  breeches,  which  I  was  very  sorry  for,  I  will  consult  with  Mr.  Has  : 
about  sending  them.  My  Bro  :  &  Sis  :  Tvr11  supped  here  of  Monday,  My  Bro  :  shew’d  me  yT  leter 
to  him,  &  seem’d  very  well  pleas’d  with  it,  &  I  think  every  thing  goes  onn  here  very  well,  as  farr 
as  I  see.  Miss’s  desire  ther  kind  love  &  joyne  with  me  in  ye  same  to  my  Lady  &  Miss  Jenny.  C’apt 
King  told  us  last  night  at  ye  assembly  he  had  seen  y°  lately.  Not  knowing  any  more  yt  is  material 
to  acquaint  y°  with,  I  remain 

Dear  Sr  John 

your  ever  most  affectionate 
mother  &  Faith  full  friend 

A.  Cust. 

there  is  a  Brace  of  Hares  sen  by  ye  carrier  which  came  from  Hanby  the  famely  there  is  all  pritty 
well.  You  will  find  ye  money  in  a  loose  waiscote  sleeve,  pray  let  me  know  if  it  is  right  &  if  y°  receive 
it  safe  by  Saturday  night's  post. 


Sm  John  Cust  to  Lord  Tyrconned. 

Yesterday  the  Fund  for  the  ensuing  year  was  settled  in  the  Committee  of  \\  ays  and  Means.  It 
is  to  be  an  additional  Duty  of  5  per  cent  upon  all  goods  imported.  I  am  afraid  this  will  have  very 
ill  Consequences  by  the  Clog  it  will  be  upon  Trade  in  general  as  it  will  naturally  lessen  our  Imports 
and  whatever  does  that  from  Countrys  where  the  Ballance  is  in  our  Favour  must  of  necessity  lessen 
our  own  Exports.  But  it  was  said  the  Money  was  granted,  and  therefore  must  be  rais’d.  The 
English  of  which  is  the  Ministry  first  involve  us  in  fruitless  idle  Expences  and  then  tell  us  the  nation 
must  be  ruin’d  to  pay  Them.  *But  they  have  got  a  very  supple  House  of  Commons  who  will  suffer 
Themselves  to  be  dictated  to  in  whatever  Manner  our  Administration  pleases.  An  Instance  of  this 
happen’d  this  week  in  the  petition  against  Mr.  Drax  for  Wareham.  The  Right  of  Election  for  which 
place  was  settl’d  contrary  to  the  uninterrupted  Usage  of  the  Borough  as  appeard  not  only  by  living 
witnesses,  but  from  tw*o  reports  from  the  Committee  of  Privileclges  and  Elections  agreed  to  b\  the 
House  in  King  Charles  the  2nds  Reign.  But  notwithstanding  the  Right  was  carried  against  Mr.  Drax 
by  204  to  95.  He  has  still  remaining  a  majority  of  7  but  I  take  for  granted  the  House  will  next 
week  make  as  little  scruple  of  voting  58  more  than  65 . 

Marlborough  Street. 

Jan:  23,  1747/8. 


Henry  Bathurst,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Dear  Sir  ! 

Many  thanks  for  your  many  favours.  I  am  sorry  any  Lapsus  Linguce  of  Sr  F.  D.  should 
Lave  spoil’d  so  fair  an  opportunity  of  ending  the  opposition  to  the  Buckingham  Jobb  with  Eclat  ; 
But  you  have  certainly  behaved  yourselves  like  men,  and  have  gained  credit  by  your  defeat.  It 
would  be  Idle  to  debate  it  any  longer,  but  if  I  was  in  towm  I  wou’d  propose  to  alter  the  title  of  the 
Bill  to  “  A  Bill  for  excluding  the  Family  of  the  Greenvilles  from  services  for  the  County  of  Bucks.” 

I  wish  you  wou’d  acquaint  me  by  the  Return  of  the  Post  where  you  think  the  Qr  for  a  Million 
out  of  the  sinking  fund  will  be  put  ;  nothing  wou’d  sooner  tempt  me  to  change  my  mind  &  return  to 
London  immediately  than  the  thoughts  of  being  present  on  that  occasion.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see 
the  copy  of  the  Account  of  the  Public  Debt,  but  I  am  not  surprised  it  appears  to  be  no  more  than 
62,000,000£,  because  they  make  no  account  of  the  1,000,000£  borrowed  on  the  Civil  List,  of  6,930,000£ 
borrowed  this  year,  of  the  5,000,000£  Navy  debt,  nor  of  the  Life  Annuities  lately  given  as  premiums; 


. 


* 
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And  if  to  these  you  add  the  Deficiencies  on  the  land  &  Malt  (which  are  artfully  postponed  to  another 
year)  &  of  the  last  year’s  million  out  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the  amount  of  above  330,000£,  it  will 
make  the  whole  Account  little  less  than  80,000, 000£.  There  is  no  fallacy  in  the  surpluss  account, 
but  communibus  Annis  it  may  be  computed  at  900,000£.  What  you  observe  in  regard  to  the  whole 
income  of  the  taxes  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  Interest  of  the  Public  debt  only  shews  many 
of  them  are  deficient  &  must  be  made  good  elsewhere  which  as  it  can  not  be  out  of  the  Land  or 
Malt  must  be  out  of  the  Sinking  fund,  &  therefore  it  will  be  impossible  ever  to  appropriate  more 
than  500  or  at  most  600,000£  p.  anm  to  the  discharge  of  the  80,000,000£  even  supposing  for  the 
future  you  should  raise  the  supplies  within  the  year,  which  I  fear  will  be  impossible.  Besides  the 
deficiencies  of  the  Public  Taxes  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  for  the  future  the  taxes  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  payment  of  the  Civil  list  will  likewise  be  deficient,  which  will  be  a  further  diminution 
of  the  same  sacred  fund. 

This  is  the  first  place  d  have  had  reason  to  complain  of  being  hurried  with  business,  but  here 
it  interrupts  me.  .  .  .dicentem  multa  &  mvlta  volentem  dicere.  . .  .however  I  believe  you  will  not  be 
sorry  for  it,  as  this  letter  is  already  unreasonably  long. 

I  am, 

yr  faithfull 

&  obedient  servant 

H.  Bathurst. 

P.S. — Morton  makes  his  compliments  to  you,  &  the  rest  of  our  friends,  to  whom  I  likewise 
beg  mine. 

(March  1747.) 


Henry  Bathurst,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Dear  Sir 

Many  thanks  for  your  obliging  letter  together  with  its  inclosed,  which  is  well  adopted 
to  the  Understandings  of  the  Buckinghamshire  freeholders.  I  am  glad  the  Bill  has  been  put  off 
long  enough  to  give  time  for  a  Petition  from  the  Grand  J ury,  for  I  do  not  see  how  it  will  be  possible 
to  refuse  to  hear  counsel  upon  it,  &  I  shou’d  hope  that  might  be  a  means  of  shaming  Pelham  from 
supporting  such  a  Paultry  Jobb — The  friends  of  Ailesbury  will  I  suppose  be  too  well  advised  to 
move  any  amendment  in  the  Comtee  in  favour  of  that  town.  I  mean  by  way  of  fixing  the  Assizes 
there  ;  for  should  they  do  that,  it  will  in  a  great  measure  take  off  the  appearance  that  it  will  other¬ 
wise  have  of  being  a  Jobb. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  the  Accident  that  has  happened  at  Leicester  House,  because  it  will  be  almost 
an  impossibility  to  keep  a  child  of  that  age  so  still  as  to  have  the  bone  knit  properly,  so  that  there 
will  be  great  danger  of  a  perpetual  lameness. 

The  Roads,  Weather  &  Business  have  all  been  worse  than  I  ever  knew  them  before,  so  that  unless 
they  soon  mend  I  shall  think  myself  well  off  if  I  return  without  being  out  of  pocket  by  my  Journey, 
&  escape  without  a  broken  limb  or  a  feaver.  I  shou'd  be  obliged  to  you  if  as  soon  as  the  Account 
of  the  National  Debt  is  brought  into  the  house  you  wou’d  send  me  a  copy  of  it,  for  I  want  to  see 
how  their  calculation  &  mine  agree.  I  hope  Pelham  moves  to  give  the  Sinking  fund  this  year  for 
a  million  that  some  one  will  call  upon  him  to  show  the  Probability  of  it's  Raising  so  much.  .  .  . 
But  I  beg  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  of  your  time  :  I  was  told  Ld  Bath  had  moved  for  an  Account 
of  the  National  Debt  with  a  very  extraordinary  Introduction,  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  hear  the  truth 
of  it  as  also  whether  it  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  any  Motion. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  all  friends.  Pray  tell  Mr  Hamilton  that  I  congratulate  him  on  his 
Reprieve,  which  I  hope  the  Mercy  of  the  Ministry  will  hereafter  extend  into  a  Pardon.  As  for  the 
Petition  for  Calliton,  it  is  doubtless  a  very  strong  case,  yet  I  own  I  think  it  wToud  be  more  prudent 
to  drop  it,  as  the  Ministry  will  certainly  settle  the  right  of  Election  in  Ld  O’s  favour  &  consequently 
give  him  the  Borough  ;  whereas  7  years  hence  there  may  be  a  chance  of  it’s  being  settled  in  another 
manner. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  faithfull 

&  obedient  servant 

H.  Bathurst. 

Gloster.  March  8th,  1747. 

P.S. — Mr.  Morton  desired  I  woud  send  you  his  compliments. 


. 

. 

' 
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Lord  Tyrconnel  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  April  ye  3Cth,  1748. 

Dear  Nephew 

I  Receiv’d  with  ye  greatest  Pleasure  Imaginable,  as  y°  cannot  but  know,  yr  Last  Letter, 
since  by  itt  I  find  I  may,  through  ye  great  Mercy  of  God,  Live  to  see  an  end  to  this  Execrable. 
Detestable,  Ruinous,  ill  Advis’d,  ill  concerted,  Romantick,  Quixote,  senceless,  all  consumeing  Land 
warr.  Ye  goodness  of  God  has  brought  Good  out  of  Evil,  &  when  Things  Appear'd  worst,  they  are 
Turn'd  out  for  ye  Best.  Had  ye  Austrians  fullfilled  their  engagements,  &  Acted  with  common 
Honestv  by  us,  we  might  have  been  fighting  Twenty  yeares  for  I  landers,  which  will  now  be  Restor  d 
by  ye  Dash  of  a  Pen.  I  hear,. under  God,  we  are  greatly  oblig’d  for  this  to  our  Noble  Duke,  who 
Preserv’d  us  from  Popery,  &  Slavery  att  Colloden,  &  now  has  wrote  so  effectually  Irom  I  landers  as 
to  induce  our  Ministers  to  Accept  of  these  much  better  Terms  than  in  ye  Present  Miserable  Seituation 
of  our  affairs,  we  could  have  had  ye  Least  Reason  to  Hope  for.  Happy  for  them  Happy  for  us. 

Quod  optanti  Divom  promettere  Nemo 
Auderet  volvenda  Dies  en  Attulit  ultro. 

Itt  now  Remains  that  ye  Best  wch  may  be  made  of  this  most  Blessed  Event  &  that  ye  gentlemen 
of  ye  House  of  Comons,  ye  Trustees  &  Guardians  of  our  Libertys  &  Propertyes,  may  make  ye 
Best  use  of  itt  by  Retreiving,  as  much  as  Possible,  ye  Madness  of  Past  Measures,  entering  into  all 
just  schemes  of  Frugality,  &  Publick  Economy,  striking  off  all  unnecessary,  &  superfluous  expence 
of  Government,  gradually  Paying  our  exorbitant  Debts,  &  next  year  takemg  off  two  slid  lines  in  > 
pound  which  if  not  Done  next  year,  will  never  be  done,  since  ye  Debt  of  their  own  makemg  may  :>e 
made  a  Pretence  for  Perpetuating  ye  Double  Land  Tax.  Lett  those  who  have  been .so  mean 
servile  to  load  their  coilntry  so  exorbitantly,  be  but  half  as  Dilligent  m  Takemg  of  y  Burden,  A: 
bad  as  things  are,  if  a  Nation  can  ever  Learn  Wisdome  by  Past  Sufferings,  we  shall  ne\  er  more 
enter  into  a  consumeing  Land  Warr,  we  shall  Leave  ye  Ballence  of  Power  upon  ye  Continent,  & 
ye  Liberties  of  Europe,  a  couple  of  Cant  words-,  Anglice  ye  Austrian  Pride,  Insolence  &  Greediness, 
as  well  as  all  ye  Powers  of  ye  Continent  to  whom  we  have  been  Bubles  for  above  halt  a  Centura, , 
&  who  allwayes  think  they  have  a  right  to  Riot  &  Revel  in  our  Blood  &  Treasure,  to  their  own 
Inventions  &  to  fight  their  own  Quarells  themselves,  &  then  I  beleive  they  will  be  more  Pacified  & 
less  Proud  &  Contentious,  itt  was  found  so  in  ye  late  War,  when  England  had  y«  wittto  keep  ou  ot 
it  &  could  have  been  so  still,  if  for  Private  &  not  Publick  Reasons  we  had  not  been  Driven  into  itt. 
I  Rejoyce  extreamly  to  hear  ye  Parliament  is  to  break  up  so  soon,  that  we  may  have  y  Pleasure 

of  seeing  y°,  good  Lady  Cust,  &  ye  Little  ones  here. 

&  J  I  am  Dear  nephew 

your  most  affect. 

Uncle  &  obligd 

humble  servant 

Tyrconnel. 

Was  much  concerned  att  ye  Misfortune  of  young  Prince  Henry  Mine  &  all  our  services  to  alt 
Freinds. 


James  Douglas  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Dear  Sir  .  T  i 

It  is  always  usual  to  ask  His  Royal  Highness’s  leave  to  go  into  Mourning,  &  I  have  fV 
atantiv  done  it  except  in  the  case  of  the  Dutchess’s  Death  when  my  concern  for  her  made  me  overloo 
trm  I  really  S  you  for  the  loss  you  have  sustain'd.  X  read  Admiral  Knowles  s  Letter 

wherein  he  mentions  him  to  his  Honour  which  is  the  only  comfort  his  Family  can  have. 


Old  Bond  Street 

6  May  1748. 


I  am  really. 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  faithful  & 
obedient  servant 

Ja:  Douglas. 


I  us'd  to  desire  the  Lord  or  Groom  in  waiting  to  ask  leave  for  me  L»  Donneraile  is  now  in. 
waiting. 


4 

. 


>.  i 
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Lord  Tyrconnel  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Nephew.  Belton’  May  y*  7th’  1748- 

After  ye  Pleasing  News  of  ye  signing  ye  Preliminaryes  for  our  General  Peace  &  as  I  hoped 
ye  stopping  ye  Issues  of  ye  most  Noble  &  Best  Blood  in  Christendome  ;  a  Day  I  never  thought  I 
should  hve  to  see  :  How  great  must  be  my  schock  when  I  heard  of  an  unaccountable  Victory  to  no 
use  or  Purpose  but  to  robb  us  of  ye  most  valuable  of  Men  !  yo  Best  can  tell,  by  what  y4lf  felt 

mu°eh  I  f  T  M®lancholy  occasion.  To  Aggrevate  y*  greif  I  cannot,  to  Alleviate  itt,  I  am  too 
Honpsf  Fellow  sufferer  to  have  itt  in  my  Power,  i  stand  as  much  in  need  of  itt  mvself  itt  is  an 
Honest  Sorrow  &  becomes  us,  can  we  Deny  ye  Tribute  of  our  Tears  to  him,  who  did  not  spare  his 
Blood  to  serve  his  country.  Possessd  of  every  amiable  Quality  that  endear’d  him  to  all  who  knew 
him,  whose  Love  &  Affection  to  his  Brothers  &  Sisters,  whose  Duty  &  Piety  to  his  Mother  whose 
readiness  &  willingness  to  embrace  any  condition  of  Life  that  his  Freinds  &  Relations  thought 
proper  for  him,  v  hose  great  Gratitude  to  me  for  ye  small  services  which  itt  was  in  my  Power  to 
o  him,  &  y  latal  Proof  he  lias  given  of  my  two  first  Recohiendation  of  him  !  his  constant  & 
e  act  correspondence  by  Letters  (Divided  by  such  Imense  extracts  of  sea  &  Land)  with  his  Freindes 
Relations,  &  not  forgetting  ye  Lowest  of  People  whom  he  knew  from  his  childhood,  &  his  finding 

mrr  while'  It?  e  %  y6^reatest  DanSer  &  Difficultyes  of  ye  sea,  &  of  a  most  Long  &  Bloody 
Warr,  while  att  y  same  Time  he  was  a  most  Dilligent  &  Active  officer  ;  His  indefatigable  Zeal  for 

his  King  &  Country  ;  his  Protecting  our  Trade,  &  takeing  so  many  Privateers  with  which  our  Coast 
^warm  d,  &  when  he  had  done  all  this,  After  a  Peace  sign’d,  when  his  valour  could  be  of  no  Farther 

Honour ' imv  ^  6  l  ^  &  DymS  a  victim  to  itt  •'  Young  indeed  in  vears,  but  old  in 

Ehhffi  h&  Ve  ;  WiTe  mtrePld  courage  was  founded  upon  ye  solid  Basis  of  Religion,  &  Like 
Elijah,  he  is  gone  to  Heaven  in  a  Chariot  of  Fire  !  We  Lament  ourselves  &  not  him  •  &  he  now 
Receives  those  eternal  Glorious  Rewards  from  ye  King  of  Kings,  which  no  earthly  Monarch  tan  give  • 
Buch  joys  as  nothing  can  Interrupt  ;  but  ye  knowledge  of  ye  greif  that  his  Loss  is  to  his  Freinds  • 
-that  is  all  Freinds  to  y®  Greatest  virtue  &  Meritt  ;  which  is  ye  only  greif  he  ever  gave  them,  there 
is  not  a  Drj  eye  in  this  house,  nor,  I  beleive,  in  Grantham. 

My  good  sister  Beares  this  severest  of  Tryals  like  a  Roman  or  Rather  a  Christian  Heroine  &  as 

t  “0*!“e  n  UlyC'Thy  °f  SUCh  “  S°n’  4  WOrthy  ye  °f  all  her  Sex,  for  ever  Haveing  had  such 
a  one  .  Dear  Nephew  as  itt  is  a  great  Honour  to  y°  to  be  so  nearly  Related  to  this  Man,  excellent 

^rtuef.000m!  mOSt  gl0nOUS  yOUth’  S°  iS  iU  m0re  80  tc  find  y°  are  as  nearly  Related  to  his 

I  am.  Dear  Nephew 

yr  most  afflicted 

&  affectionate  uncle 

&  sincere  humble  servant 
Tyrconnel. 

My  wife  &  Mrs.  Levinz  Joyn  with  us  in  services  to  good  Lady  Cust  &  ye  young  ones  Miss  Jennv 
y  alderman,  Mr.  Cust,  Mrs.  Newton  services  to  Lady  Frazer  &  Mrs.  Woodcock.  ’  “  ’ 


Lady  Mary  Greathead  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 


Sir, 


Guys  Cliff.  Oct.  ye  15th,  1748. 
near  Warwick. 


j  *  A  pa7iCl!Iar  aPPlication  has  been  made  to  Mr.  Greathead  in  behalf  of  one  John  Sherman 

KitThenT011  ^  fSt  r  the,  Pnn.ce  of  Waleses  servants,  &  has  a  Salary)  to  get  him  into  the  Princes 
Kitchen,  &  understanding  that  those  Employments  are  at  your  Disposal,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the 

ifvou  wi;,  i\m  SOh,Clt7g  yr  laterest  to  serve  this  young  man,  &  shall  esteem  it  a  singular  favour 
you  ill  ?et  him  into  the  Kitchen— his  father  was  some  time  footman  &  afterwards  spaniel  keeper 
to  his  Royal  Highness  which  perhaps  may  add  to  his  recommendation.  Mr.  Greathead  Jovns  wffh 
me  in  Compliments  to  you  and  Lady  Cust,  I  am  Sir  * 

yr  Hum1'1'  Serb 

Mary  Greathead. 


. 

* 


. 
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Allen,  Lord  Bathurst,  to  Sir  John  Oust,  Bart. 

S'  I  am  commanded  by  H.R.H«  to  return  bis  ^H^w^S 

morning.  He  desires  that  y-  ^"who”^  toV’e  y'  Hr  to.  I  have 

I  can  seal  hoid  my  pen  long  enough  to  assure  y* 

that  I  am  with  perfect  Esteem  &  friendship  yf  most  faithfull 

humble  serv1 

Kew.  Monday.  Bathurst. 

3  o’clock. 


.  H.R.H.  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,'  to  Sir  John  C’ust,  Bart. 

Kew,  9  o’clock. 

,  ,  r  aH,  n’ clock  for  an  hour.  I  am  curious  to  hear  all  the  particulars 

„£  tMsdayll  l  ^"afraid  to^d  tU  whose  time  may  he  otherwise  employ'd,  blood 

night.  F.  P. 

If  yu  set  out  by  11  y11  be  here  by  12. 

(Bedford  Road  Bill) 


H.R.H.  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  to 


Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 


12  of  clock. 


My  good  S*  Jn  Oust,  I  thank  yu  for  yr 
o’clock,  I’ll  not  keep  yu  but  half  an  hour. 


account,  and  sh1  be  glad  to  see 
Good  night. 


yu  here  tomorrow  at 

F.  P. 


1L 


Sir  Dudley  Ryder  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


19  Jun.  1747. 


Sr 


~  I  have  ye  favour  of  your  .^ter  requesting  n y“e  “of 
Parliament  for  Grantham.  It  was  some  m  f  Granby,  as  I  dont  Imagine  yours  &  his- 

“  Lm£d  rn  Vttz*  - — -  - — this — 

&  shall  desire  my  Tenants  to  give  you  their  otes  i  e  ^  ^  ^  greafc  Regard 

Sr  yr  most  obedt 

humble  serv* 


Earl  of  Hardwicke  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Park  House.  Octr  21,  1/49. 


Sir 


-  I  receiv'd  the  honour  of  your  letter  relating 1  -  the  L^ngof 
a  memorand  of  your  former  application  forJh  t  H  fnd  b  my  Book  that  I  have  other  applica¬ 
tion  to  shew  you  all  possible  Regard  ^  J  give  an  Answer  with  certainty, 

^  ^rlh  great  Respect, 

Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

Hardwicke. 


* 


. 


' 
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James  Verxon  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London  4  Aug.  1749. 

Sr 

I  have  received  your  application  on  behalf  of  George  Marshall  &  you  may  depend  upon  it 
that  he  shall  be  ye  first  expectant  that  I  shall  take  care  to  place  as  soone  as  it  comes  to  my  Turno 
being 

good  Sir 

your  much  obliged 

humble  servant 

Ja :  Vernon. 


Henry  Bathurst,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  M.P. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  send  you  the  Pamphlets  which  I  mentioned  to  you  as  worthy  of  your  Perusal  I  mean 
•such  of  them  as  I  have,  for  Hutcheson’s  I  can  not  procure.  If  when  I  return  to  town  you  encourage 
me  to  Print  my  Collections  from  the  Statute  Book  in  Relation  to  the  Public  Debts,  I  will  send  it 
Jorth  with  such  Additions  &  Amendments  as  you  advise. 

•  ••••  ••• 

Feb.  27,  1748. 


do  do 

I  am  under  an  indispensable  necessity  of  attending  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  a  Cause 
■tomorrow  Evening  :  therefore  hope  you  have  not  Said  any  thing  to  his  R.H.  about  having  spoke 
"to  me,  tho’  if  you  have,  it  is  probable  the  day  will  escape  his  Memory,  &  I  hope  Wednesday  will 
-equally  serve  your  purpose  of  filling  the  table.  If  not,  I  must  beg  you  will  defer  doing  me  the 
intended  honour  till  tuesday  or  some  other  day  in  next  week. 

Monday  night  (n.d.). 


Henry  Bathurst,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  ! 

Tho’  I  was  very  sincerely  sorry  to  leave  my  friends  at  a  time  when  there  was  so  much  to 
be  done  in  Parliament,  yet  their  Partiality  for  me  is  so  great  that  I  begin  to  think  it  was  lucky  that 
T  was  obliged  to  quit  London  when  I  did  ;  for  I  fear  if  I  had  been  present  I  shou'd  not  have  acquitted 
myself  so  well  as  my  Friends  are  now  willing  to  believe  I  shou’d  have  done,  had  I  been  there.  That 
"there  is  One  Reason  that  makes  me  really  concerned  that  I  cou'd  not  attend  on  Wednesday  last, 
"which  is  the  Pleasure  of  hearing  a  good  Debate  :  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  that  even 
Prowse  &  Ld  Strange  were  under  the  necessity  of  owning  that  Ld  Egmont  acquitted  himself  well. 
I  know  the  Time  must  come  when  Every  Body  will  confess  (what  they  must  already  be  sensible 
-of)  his  superior  Abilities  ;  But  Prejudices  are  not  immediately  to  be  removed,  however  wrongly 
they  may  have  been  taken  up.  I  look  upon  the  Altercation  between  Fox  &  Erskine  as  a  very  for¬ 
tunate  occurrence,  for  that  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  Symptom  of  an  old  heart-burning,  &  not 
-as  the  effect  of  a  sudden  falling  out  ;  And  I  do  not  take  the  D.  of  Argyll  to  be  more  forgiving  than  the 
rest  of  his  countrymen.  He  is  certainly  at  the  Head  of  a  very  considerable  Body,  &  tho'  no  immediate 
good  of  any  consequence  is  to  be  expected  from  him,  yet  in  a  proper  time  his  Assistance  will  be 
material. 

The  P.  told  me  the  day  before  I  left  town  that  Dr.  Lee  wou’d  certainly  be  in  the  House  on 
Wednesday  :  But  from  having  no  Account  of  his  Speaking  I  imagine  He  was  not  able  to  be  down 
— urvless  He  can  attend  a  little  more  constantly  People’s  Eyes  will  be  turn'd  from  him.  Perhaps 
it  will  be  difficult  for  him  even  with  the  best  Health  to  maintain  his  Rank. 

I  shall  wait  with  Impatience  for  the  next  Post.  I  think  the  Ministry  are  too  timirous  not  to 
give  way  greatly  in  the  Navy  Bill  :  the  last  Division  will  make  them  sick  of  these  foolish  Attempts, 
"they  will  begin  to  look  upon  the  Opposition  with  an  Eye  of  less  contempt  than  they  have  hitherto 
affected  to  do.  Surely  we  have  reason  to  think  that  a  little  more  Practice  will  form  several  Speakers 
■equall  to  those  they  are  to  contend  with,  &  then  there  will  be  no  room  to  doubt  of  having  numbers 
sufficient.  For  my  own  part  I  am  under  no  uneasiness  on  that  score,  I  only  wish  those  we  have 
were  less  whimsical. 


■ 
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There  has  been  nothing  to  append  on  the  Circuit  worthy  of  relation  ;  The  goodness  of  the  Roads, 
&  Weather  has  made  some  amends  for  the  badness  of  our  trade  ;  &  tho’  I  am  not  likely  to  have 
much  room  to  brag  of  the  Quantity  of  money  I  bring  back  with  me  to  town  Yet  probably  l  shall 
acquire  a  stock  of  Health  that  may  be  of  Service  in  the  House  :  so  that  I  do  not  consider  this  time  as 
entirely  thrown  away. 

Morton  joins  with  me  in  compliments  to  Ld  Egmont  <fc  Yourself  ;  we  have  daily  remembered  you 
&  wished  ourselves  with  you  :  not  that  there  is  any  compliment  in  that,  for  it  must  be  confess'd 
you  have  better  things  at  the  King’s  Arms  than  we  can  meet  with  upon  the  Road. 

I  am  with  many  thanks  for  your  goodness  in  writing, 

Most  faithfully  your  Friend 
&  servant 

Gloucester.  March  6,  1748.  '  H-  Bathurst. 


Henry  Bathurst,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  M.P. 

Dear  Sir, 

j  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  last  favour  as  well  as  your  former,  the  fiist  I 
received  at  Monmouth,  the  other  at  this  Place.  I  am  glad  there  has  been  so  much  spirit  shewn 
against  the  Buckingham  Jobb.  It  ought  certainly  to  incourage  our  friends  to  exert  themselves 
upon  other  occasions  ;  when  they  see  it  is  so  easy  to  put  the  Minister  out  of  his  Byass,  for  nothing 
can  be  a  greater  Prejudice  to  a  Man  in  Pelham  s  scituation  than  the  loss  of  temper  which  must  make 
him  guilty  of  many  Imprudent  Actions  &  consequently  lay  himself  open  to  a  Reply.  I  am  glad 
Willes  acquitted  himself  so  well,  for  I  take  him  to  be  a  young  man  of  many  valuable  Qualities, 
&  when  he  has  got  over  the  concern  of  speaking  in  Public  will  want  neither  abilities  nor  application 
to  make  a  figure  in  the  House. 

I  wish  this  young  Orange  had  made  his  Appearance  sooner  in  the  world  ;  It  might  have  prevented 
some  of  that  absurd  Intriguing  in  favour  of  Staclholderesses  that  embarrassed  our  affairs  the  last 
year  ;  &  of  which  I  can  never  think  without  calling  to  mind  the  famous  Answer  that  is  recorded  by 
Sr  N.  T.  to  have  been  made  by  K.  William  when  he  was  first  chose  Stadholder :  upon  an  offer  from 
England  of  a  marriage  with  Princess  Mary  ;  "I  cannot  think  of  settling  my  own  affairs  till  I  ha\e 
first  settled  the  affairs  of  my  Country.”  The  two  times  are  very  much  alike.  I  wish  the  Men  were 
so  too  ! . .  . . 

Hereford.  March  14th  (1748). 

p.S. — I  hope  the  young  Prince  continues  in  a  fair  way  ?  Pray  tell  the  Speaker  I  enquire  after 
his  health. 


Lord  Tyrconnel  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Nov:  ye  13th,  1749. 

Dear  Sr  John.  . 

I  hope  this  will  find  y°  good  Lady  Cust  &  yr  little  ones  safe  Arriv’d  in  Marlborough  Street. 
I  was  very  sorry  y°  had  so  wett  and  bad  a  night  home  to  Stamford  after  so  unnecessary  &  insignificant 
a  meeting  to  no  purpose  nor  ever  likely’  to  be  of  any  ;  we  gott  home  safe,  thank  God,  though  y  tv  ay  es 
were  very  bad,  &  had  ye  coachman  stopt  I  beleive  I  should  have  been  overturn  d.  I  am  mightily 
concern’d  to  find  by  ye  News  that  his  Royal  Highness  has  been  indispos'd,  but  I  hope  he  is  now 
Recover’d,  a  Prince  of  so  generous  Humane  Noble  Frank  sincere  open  Honest  Affable  obliging 
Disposition,  so  True  a  Lover  of  ye  Libertyes  of  ye  people,  so  good  a  Husband,  so  kind  cV  generous 
a  Master,  whose  service  is  perfect  Freedome,  must  not  only  engage,  those  that,  like  y°.  have  y 
Happiness  as  well  as  Honour  of  Attending  him,  but  of  all  those  who  are  true  Lovers  of  their  country  : 
to  wish  his  Health  &  Long  Life ;  &  therefore  I  hope  we  shall  soon  have  ye  Pleasure  of  Hearing  of  his 
perfect  Recovery,  I  have  heard  not  a  word  for  ye  great  Man  to  whom  I  wrote  in  lavour  of  Mr.  Bacon, 
but  hope  y°  will  waite  on  his  Lordsp.  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  that  I  did  on  ye  Pressing  Request 
of  Ld  Vere  should  be  att  his  expence  but  as  ye  world  goes  I  shall  wonder  att  nothing. 

I  am,  dear  Sir  John, 
yr  most  affect. 

Uncle  &  humble  servant 

Tyrconnel. 

All  here  with  Mrs.  Berisford  Joyn  in  service  to  ye  &  all  Freinds  in  Town. 


' 

.  ■ 
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Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Nov:  ye  18th,  1749. 

Dr  Sr  John 

I  return  y°  a  Thousand  Thanks,  for  giving  me  ye  satisfaction  of  hearing  y°  gott  safe  to 
London  for  you  are  constantly  in  our  thoughts,  &  I  feared  the  Journey  would  be  rather  Tedious. 
I  thought  there  was  also  danger  of  meeting  with  Thieves,  &  I  sincerely  rejoyce  y°  escaped  all  dangers. 
I  have  recd  my  things  &  I  did  not  want  them  for  yesterday  I  mean  Thursday  which  was  indeed 
a  Joyfull  day  &  very  happy  &  merry  wee  all  were.  There  were  11  couples  danced  &  2  tables  at 
Cards,  I  was  surprized  to  see  Mrs.  Fane,  I  really  think  she  seemes  better,  than  she  has  been  these  last 
4  or  5  yeares,  they  did  not  go  away  till  one  in  ye  morning.  My  cousin  Smith  &  Mrs.  Smith  came 
last  Monday,  &  I  believe  are  much  pleas’d  with  going. to  ye  assembly  last  Teusdav  to  Belton  ot 
Thursday,  to  ye  play  of  ye  foundling  (by  Mr.  Whitleys  com)  of  Fryclay,  where  they  mett  my  Bro  : 
&  Sis  :  Tyr  who  I  expect  to  Diner  supp  with  me  to  day.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Smith  go  on  Monday  to  stay 
some  Days  at  Belton.  I  have  spoke  to  Mr.  Easton,  he  says  he  should  be  very  happy,  if  one  of  his 
own  sons  had  been  old  enough  to  go  to  Pere,  but  his  eldest  is  but  just  12  this  month,  &  he  must 
also  aquaint  the  Prebend  (his  wife's  uncle)  before  he  can  dispose  of  him.  Mr.  Easton  sais  ye  pro  : 
'in  this  place  for  ye  generallity  give  their  children  but  bad  education,  but  he  will  think  of  it,  &  give 
me  an  Answer  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  if  he  does  recomend  any,  y°  may  depend  upon  having  a 
right  sort,  of  boy,  to  be  sure  it  would  be  ve  making  of  such  an  one.  Wee  remembred  Dr  little  Nanny  s 
birthday  &  drank  her  Health,  wishing  you  &  my  Lady  may  live  to  have  great  comfort  in  her.  \° 
need  not  wish  for  more  than  I  have  in  you,  all,  &  I  am  sure  in  y°  my  Dear,  who  are  a  Comfort 
Credit  &  happiness  to  all  yr  relations  &  when  ever  I  doe  injoy  yr  Company,  it  does  give  me  true 
satisfaction,  who  am  with  real  Love  &  Friendship, 

Dear  Sr  John, 

yr  ever  most  affectionate 

Mother  A  :  Cust. 

I  beg  my  kind  com.  to  my  Daughter,  &  many  thanks  for  her  obliging  leter  I  recd  this  morning 
am  very  well  pleas’d  to  keep  my  C’apuchine  love  &  kisses  to  ye  little  ones.  I  have  not  yet  heard 
from  Pere.  when  I  do,  will  be  sure  to  send  yr  note.  I  am  glad  v°  writt  to  my  Bro  :  he  not  receiving 
yr  leter  of  Thursday,  w^ee  all  thought  he  looked  grave,  he  desires  kind  Com  :  &  bids  me  tell^y0  he 
has  recd  both  yr  letters,  there  is  2  Tables  below  at  cards  &  they  all  desire  com  :  to  y°.  Mrs.  \  ernon 
did  not  come  to  ye  assembly. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

I  recd  some  Time  ago  the  account  of  ye  Supplies  for  the  last  six  years,  wcd  you  ha\e 
extracted  with  some  Trouble  a  pretty  exact  but  I  believe  not  entirely  so,  however  they  are  so  near 
the  Truth  that  they  are  sufficient  for  any  use  unless  for  a  Pamphlet  expressly  upon  ye  Publick 
debts  :  wrCh  may  be  a  proper  Amusement  for  our  Leisure  Hours  in  ye  next  Summer.  I  am  extremely 
obliged  to  you  for  the  Pains  you  have  taken,  and  so  are  all  who  wish  well  to  ye  Common  Cause  and 
to  their  Country,  and  wish  any  Labours  or  Knowledge  of  mine  could  be  of  equal  use  to  you  or  to 
ye  Publick. 

I  have  spent  a  little  of  ye  Time  I  am  allowed  to  have  to  myself  in  carefully  considering  ye  exact 
Produce  of  our  Present  Revenue,  exclusive  of  ye  Civil  list,  and  ye  annual  Grants  of  the  Land  and 
Malt — not  being  quite  satisfied  with  ye  general  accounts  there  seem  of  all  produce,  and  I  want  very 
much  to  see  you  to  have  yr  Judgment  of  it.  I  have  likewise  endeavoured  to  state  ye  true  Charges 
upon  the  Sinking  Fund— and  if  I  am  not  deceived  the  Revenue  is  less,  and  the  Charges  on  the  Sinking 
Fund  greater  than  ever  we  have  heretofore  computed  them  at.  (A  statement  follows  of  the  said 
Fund§  amounting  to  £3,560,669  and  the  charges  amounting  to  £713,465  14  4$.) 

There  is  one  Point  on  which  I  desire  you  wd  assist  me  for  I  have  not  ye  Papers  sufficiently  correct 
by  me  to  know  distinctly  and  minutely  the  Interest  paid  for  every  distinct  Branch  of  the  Publick 
debt — and  all  ye  Annuities  upon  lives  at  I— rest  and  what  are  at  31  and  4  ;  I  think  there  is  none 
at  5.  However,  I  wd  be  exact  even  to  one  half  Penny  in  this,  and  I  dare  say  you  have  this  ready 
drawn  out  amongst  yr  Papers. 

I  shall  now  trouble  you  no  farther  upon  this  subject,  but  say  something  to  you  upon  our  Great 
Man.  Never  w^as  a  man  more  Indefatigable  than  he  is  to  carry  his  Point,  wch  is  to  gain  ye  sole 
ascendant — In  one  Quarter  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  seems  to  have  succeeded  better  than  I  could 
have  thought.  But  in  ye  other  I  believe  he  has  not  made  much  Impression — Tho  there  is  a  great 
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Distinction  paid  him  and  he  has  been  almost  constantly  in  private  Partys  in  ye  Country  ever  since 
you  left  it,  wch  enflames  Boone  and  others  of  hasty  Tempers  to  a  high  degree  and  has  roust  even 
Doctors  Commons  into  more  spirit  than  I  thought  was  to  be  found  there.  And  there  is  this  Symptom 
wch  wpi  convince  you  that  he  has  not  succeeded,  wch  is  that  he  is  out  of  Humour  beyond  measure, 
and  complains  that  tho’  there  is  much  civility  there  is  no  confidence  and  that  if  things  continue  in 
this  wav  he  shall  be  brought  into  shame  and  disgrace  and  can  be  of  no  use.  In  fine,  I  believe  if  things 
continue  G  months  as  they  are  he  will  retire  in  vexation  and  despair,  abusing  us  and  all  mankind 
for  ye  misfortune.  If  it  happens  to  him  he  must  thank  himself  for  it,  as  he  could  not  be  contented 
without  an  Immoderate  Share  of  Power  and  favour  to  ve  exclusion  of  all  others,  and  he  could  not 
forbear  attempting  to  begin  ye  very  first  moment  he  had  his  footing  to  unravel  any  system  of  those 
to  whom  he  was  obliged  for  his  advancement,  &  to  undermine  their  Interest  and  Credit  with  equal 
folly  and  dishonour. 

You  promised  me  that  I  should  see  you  here  before  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament  wch  I  hope 
you  will  perform.  If  so,  I  may  expect  you  very  soon.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  but  to  engage 
you  to  dine  with  me  on  ye  Princess  s  Birthday  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  ever, 

Yr  faithful  friend  and  seH 

Egmont. 


Charlton.  Nov.  4,  1749. 


Lord  Tyrconnel  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Dec  :  ye  9th,  1749. 

Dear  Nephew. 

I  am  much  oblig’d  to  y°,  that  in  ye  Midst  of  ye  Noble  Endeavours  to  stemm  ye  Tyde  of 
Corruption  Venality  &  Abject  servility  in  ye  Highest  Places,  where,  most  Fatally  for  this  unhappy 
Nation  itt  prevails  most,  who  as  they  ought  to  Redress  all  our  Greivances,  are  themselves  ye  Greatest 
to  that  we  must  ever  Despair  of  any  Legal  Redress,  &  that  y°,  I  say,  in  these  Unhappy  circumstances 
can  find  Time  enough  to  send  so  Tragical  an  Account  of  our  Publick  affairs.  That  Land  is  to  be 
burthen’ d  for  ever,  money  Reduced,  every  publick  Interest  given  up  to  maintain  ye  power  of  those 
who,  upon  every  occasion,  either  of  Warr  or  Peace,  have  most  notoriously  &  impudently  sacrificed 
ye  Interest  of  their  Country  to  their  own  selfish  &  ambitious  Vewes.  I  am  very  glad  However  that 
all  Vertue  &  Honour  is  not  extinct  in  every  Part  of  Westminster,  &  Heartily  wish— though  I  am  too 
old  to  Live  to  See  itt  that  att  a  Generali  election,  ye  same  Noble  Ardor  &  Spirit  may  appear  throughout, 
ye  Kingdom,  that  these  Tyrants  may  be  Pull’d  down  who  have  already  Ruin  d  ye  Kingdome  & 
seem  to  Triumph  &  glory  in  their  Wickedness,  &  to  Treasure  up  Wrath  against  ye  Day  of  V  rath. 
Pride,  Intolerance,  Tyranny,  cruelty  &  oppression  may  last  a  while  for  our  sins,  but  sure  thej  cannot 
Last  Alwayes. 

I  am,  dear  Nephew, 

yr  most  Affect.  Uncle 

&  most  humble  servant 


r  I 'itt»  nrwTXT 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dec.  ye  27th,  1749. 

Dr  Sr  John. 

Wee  are  all  concern’d  my  Lady  has  had  her  legg  troublesome  again  to  her,  but  Mr.  Hawkins 
opinion  has  given  us  much  satisfaction,  for  tho  I  am  sory  she  must  be  pesterd  with  more  medecines, 
I  think  it  a  great  deal  better  than  outward  applications  would  be,  &  I  hope  God  will  give  good  success 
to  ye  present  method  she  is  under,  it  is  also  great  satisfaction  yl  she  has  such  good  advice,  &  I  think 
Mr.  Hawkins  shew's  himself  a  very  horniest  man.  I  wHtt  to  yr  Bro  :  Francis  Last  Saturday  A  sent 
him  an  order  about  ye  jewells,  I  wish  it  may  help  y°  to  get  Possession,  for  I  want  to  have  them  sent 
down  by  ye  very  next  carrier.  I  shall  now  make  you  laugh,  but  I  am  in  earnest,  Mrs.  Chaplin  A  her 
son  have  a  Day  or  2  ago  sent  an  invitation  to  my  Bro  :  &  sister  Tyr  :  &  yr  sisters  to  goto  Blankney 
in  Masquerade  ye  9th  of  next  month.  Miss  Cust  don't  chuse  to  go,  so  only  yr  sis  :  Jenny  goes,  I 
supose  it  is  a  good  deal  at  Ld  Georges  desire  &  wee  think  ye  dressess  should  be  something  \  ery  genteel, 
as  it  is  upon  this  particular  occasion,  &  perhaps  ye  jewells  might  be  of  service  either  to  my  sistei 
or  Miss  Jenny,  but  Pray  be  very  secret  when  y°  send  them,  yl  it  may  not  be  suspected  when  they 
come,  &  then  I  should  think  they  might  come  safely  in  ye  Butter  Tinns,  Mr.  Hasledine  will  take 
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care  about  ye  mats.  Will  Barber  took  care  to  send  yr  Liverys  yesterday,  where  is  yr  Pumps  from 
Dean  &  some  other  shoos,  also  2  p*  for  Perry,  which  Will  should  have  markd,  he  sais  they  are  layd 
by  themselves,  if  so  pray  let  em  be  taken  care  off  &  given  to  yr  Bror.  I  am  much  pleasd  y4  mv 
pritty  god-Dau  :  is  happy  with  her  shoes,  for  that  was  my  chief  Design  in  thinking  to  send  her  such 
a  trifle.  I  heartily  wish  to  hear  better  news  of  yr  good  Bro  :  Francis’s  health,  and  y<>  my  good 
-Dftur  &  Dear  little  Babys  have  my  sincere  wishes  for  many  happy  new  years,  who  am 

Dr  Sr  John 

yr  ever  Truely  Affect,  mother, 

A.  Cust. 

Miss  Cust  sends  her  kind  love  to  y°  &  joyns  with  me  in  Affectionate  com  :  to  my  Lady.  I  carried 
Master  Clarke  s  hatt  &  cane  yesterday  Mr.  Clarke  was  at  home,  &  it  pleas'd  me  to  see  how  happv 
ye  good  woman  looked  he  came  down  to  thank  me  today,  I  believe  it  makes  him  ye  hapier  because 
Mr.  Mid  :  has  just  turn  d  him  off  to  everybodys  surprize. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Sr  John.  J“n  :  **  6th’  1749'50- 

I  can't  omit  giving  y°  the  satisfaction  to  know  ye  cabinet  came  safe  today,  &  very  glad 
I  was  to  see  it,  as  I  could  not  help  being  in  some  feares,  y4  it  should  miscary  if  y°  please  now  to  pav 
Mr.  Crofts  &  Mr.  Forster  what  y<>  think  propper  and  take  ye  money  of  yr  Bro  :  Peregrine,  &  Let  me 
know  what  ye  sum  is.  My  Bro  :  Tyr  :  had  ye  last  week  a  leter  from  Mr.  Forster  of  Peterbrow  to 
wish  him  ye  com  :  of  ye  season,  he  therin  expatiated  upon  vr  noble  behaviour  (as  he  termd  it)  at  ve 
Westmmster  eiection.  My  Bro  :  was  much  pleas'd  &  said  he  could  boast  of  his  nephews  like  Ld 
Cobham.  Miss  Cust  was  at  Belton  of  Thursday  &  said  my  Bro  :  was  mightely  pleased  with  yr  leter. 
I  often  think  of  Lady  Cust,  &  long  to  hear  her  legg  is  better  again.  I  was  glad  little  Bettey  cut 
a  tooth  easely,  &  hope  to  hear  she  has  more  as  well— having  nothing  material  I  will  onely  add  mv 
com  :  to  my  Lady,  &  Love  to  ye  little  Deares 

and  remain 

Dr  Sr  John 

yr  Truely  affect  :  Mother 

&  Faithfull  Freind 

A.  Cust. 

Missess  desire  their  love  &  service.  We  are  all  obliged  to  y°  for  yr  care  to  send  ye  things  so  well. 

I  heard  last  Sunday  y4  poor  Mr.  Kelham  was  taken  extreamlv  ill  of  Xmas  Day  they  thought 
he  would  have  dyed  imediately  I  have  not  heard  of  him  since,  I  believe  it  is  something  like  a  Palsy. 


Lord  Tyrconneu  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sr  John 


Belton.  Jan:  ye  24th,  1749/50. 


We  are  now,  &  have  for  a  Few  Dayes  had  ye  Happiness  of  my  Nephew  ye  Oxonian's 
Company  here,  though  he  goes  away  to  Morrow  Morning,  itt  is  ye  greatest  pleasure  to  me  to  hear, 
that  his  many  &  great  Disappointments  he  is  Like  to  succeed  at  Last,  there  not  being  ye  least 
Shadow  or  Pretence  in  ye  Warden,  not  to  do  him  &  ye  College  Justice.  I  am  greatly  oblig'd  to 
His  R.H.  for  his  kind  enquiry,  &  Design  to  have  oblig'd  me,  had  I  been  in  Town  with  so  Charming 
an  entertainment,  as  I  am  sure  never  was ,  or  can  be  seen,  but  there.  Indeed  mine  &  yrs  &  ye  whole 
Nation  s  obligations  to  that  most  excellent  Prince  &  Princess,  as  they  are  &  ever  will  be  most  sensibly 
felt,  so  they  ought  allwayes  to  be  most  gratefully  &  generally  Acknowledg'd.  I  am  sorry  to  give  y° 
much  Trouble,  though  I  know  y°  don't  grudge  itt,  about  so  many  Trifling  commissions  ;  however 
these  Trifles  are  an  Amusement  to  us  in  ye  Country.  As  ye  first  Print  I  gave  y°  of  ye  Waterworks 
here  was  but  a  Proof  sheet  &  also  ye  other  y4  I  gave  ye  Sergeant,  Alderman,  I  send  each  of  y°  by 
ye  oxoman  Doctor  one  of  ye  Best  &  Fairest  Impressions,  as  also  one  for  my  Aunt  Brett,  Lady  Frazer, 
Mrs.  Newton,  Mr.  Cockayne  Cust,  &  Mrs.  Woodcock  &  Desire  y°  to  gett  them  putt  into  a  Frame 
&  glass  by  Mrs.  Woodcock’s  Framemaker  in  Carnaby  Markett,  ye  expence  of  which,  as  yl  are  done 
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with  a  gilt  edge,  is  eight  shillings  &  3  pence  each,  besTdlTye  ^  To 

of  ye  Money  y°  will  receive  from  my  .inimij  m  }  *  1  ’  e  whole  is  forty,  So  there  Remains 

desire  ye  remaining  Numbers  of  Albums  s  ^Wa  ^  which  are  sold  by  Harding  upon 

?££££*  y  Price  of  Eighteen  shilling.  ~Ir.  Dods.ey  has  complete, 

my  sett  of  Albinos  &  will  send  me  His  Bill  I  shall  also  desire  ye  Favour  of  y  pay 

I  am,  dear  Nephew 

yr  most  Affect :  Uncle 

Tyrconnel. 

itt  being  my  Wedding  Day,  my  sister  &  all  Joyn  in  services  where  Due. 


Henry  Bathurst,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  M.P. 

I  woud  not  have  omitted  by  the  last  Post  to  return  thanks  for  your  late  favour.  Had  not  Morton 
(who  happen'd  to  be  most  at  leisure)  undertaken  to  'wnte-  o{  the  Mr  of  the  Rolls's  salary, 

I  wish  Nugent  had  not  made  a  general  JP™1*10^  observation  ih  regard  to  the  Civil  list  is 
but  had  put  it  only  on  the  manner  of  doing  •  t  j0bb  than  I  before  took  it  for. 

certainly  just,  &  makes  the  Hanaper  a  air  appear  o  e  prevent  the  frequency  of  them,  as 

The  reason  of  the  second  Clause  relating  to  specia  uri  .  Party  &  the  gentlemen  in  most 

they  are  now  frequently  applied  for  merely  to  cat  e  It  i,«  Inconvenience 

Counties  complain  of  their  being  so  frequenHy  returned  m  trifflingc  ^  ^  ^  ^  clause 

I  have  often  heard  mentiond,  as  it  was  L  Lh.  J w  reeard  to  Wales  was  upon 

was  shown  to  him,  &  alter’d  &  approved  of  by  him,  the  o  ^  of  tpe  j  kingdom.  I  own 

the  application  of  some  of  the  Judges,  Council,  &  gen  emen  o  trouble  with  them,  or  shoud 

I  can  see  no  objection  to  either,  &  did  not  imagi ^^^Xty  has  ^ny  doubt  about  the  Propriety 
have  been  sorry  to  have  given  it.  ov^v  -  J  .  orqy  i  must  beg  you  will  m  that 

of  either  of  them  I  am  not  so  anxious  about  them  as  not  to  ce  ,  ^  The  R epetition  of  the 

case  take  an  opportunity  of  telling  A  llies  ow  i  cam®  Capital,  which  cannot  be  shook 

Earthquake  is  really  an  alarming  consideration  as  r t  attack, i  th< t  Caprh r  ,  a  ve  rotten 

without  shaking  the  whole  Kingdom.  I  have  long  jn  the  ^ral  sense  of  the 

foundation,  speaking  in  a  metaphysical  sense  ;  but  it  now  seems 

words. . .  .  H.  Bathurst. 

Gloster.  Wednesday  night 
(1749-50). 


Henry  Bathurst,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  M.P. 

tions  upon  it.  1  do  not  see  tnav  uiwc  ,  .  •  f  omitted.  .  .  .1  was  surprised 

several  Items  are  added,  which  you  have  very  proper  y  Tax  ag  Breach  Gf  the  Union,  but 

that  the  Scotch  did  not  last  year  complain  of  the  new  Wi  h  that  nothing  shoud  be  col- 

-rr— “  of -,f  in  that  Kingdom. . . . 

Stafford.  March  23rd 
(1748). 


John  Morton,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Dear  Sir  .  nt  Qf  ye  Hanaper  Debate,  Tho’ 

You  have  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  accur  none  of  ye  Humour  of  that 

C“cat!ot  LTSvlnow^e's^Cr,  Pelham!  “sir  John  full  in  my  view  from  your  Descrip- 
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tion.  The  obloquy  falling  where  it  did  must  have  deprived  ye  Chair  of  making  a  fine  self-denying 
Parade,  which  I  daresay  was  in  Preparation  during  ye  whole  time  that  Sir  John  kept  his  Character 
behind  the  Scenes.  Pelham,  I  fancy,  must  feel  much  on  hearing  of  his  appearances  at  Brentford, 
as  it  served  to  so  little  purpose,  &  can  only  have  made  Victory  ye  more  valuable  by  shewing  more 
remarkably,  what  efforts  were  exerted  on  ye  other  side.  I  am  sorry  at  Nugent's  opposition  to  ye 
Master  of  ye  Rolls's  salary,  which,  I  think,  shou'd  only  be  made  to  ve  present  Method  of  raising 
it.  Those  eminent  &  very  material  posts  of  Justice  can't  in  my  opinion  be  made  too  valuable  in 
a  free  country.  It  is  certainly  Right  to  make  them  ye  object  of  Competition  among  ye  greatest 
men,  that  are  capable  of  taking  them,  &  we  can't,  I  think,  in  this  Age  expect  such  a  Degree  of  Virtue, 
as  to  see  offices  coveted  for  ye  meer  opportunity  of  Doing  Good.  But  why  shou’d  not  such  a  necessary 
addition  fall  on  ye  civil  List,  which  was  increased  to  ye  Height  it  now  is  for  ye  purpose  of  maintaining 
all  Regal  dignity  in  proper  Splendor  &  Grandeur  ?  And  politically  speaking  how  wisely  shou'd 
we  manage  at  present  to  inculcate  a  Beleife  that  such  a  Use  of  that  Revenue  is  not  displeasing  to 
a  certain  Quarter.  I  wish  we  had  given  Pelham  less  Room  for  imputing  even  to  us  a  neglect  of 
(Economy,  which  for  my  own  part  I  wou’d  have  ye  subject  of  a  Daily  Debate,  was  I  of  sufficient 
weight  to  advise.  The  Credit  arising  from  such  a  conduct  might  not  perhaps  be  so  immediate  as 
ye  more  modern  Topicks  of  opposition  are  supposed  to  be  attended  with.  But  then  whatever  we 
obtain  must  be  a  real  good  to  ye  people.  If  they  are  once  convinced,  who  are  ye  authors  of  that 
a  lasting  credit  must  be  derived  from  it,  &  give  me  leave  to  say  'tis  such  sort  of  credit  only  can 
support  that  plan  of  Administration,  which  I  have  heard  promised,  &  which,  I  verily  beleive,  is 
now  intended. 

I  ask  Pardon  for  my  Digression.  Pray  by  all  means  pursue  &  affix  ye  Increase  proposed  to 
ye  Hanaper  office  on  ye  Report.  Except  ye  Master  of  ve  Rolls  there  is  not  an  office,  but  is  more 
valuable,  than  at  ye  Time,  when  this  particular  Branch  of  Decrease  first  began.  And  if  you  must 
be  beat  (as  I  conclude  you  must)  yet  in  ye  Ways  &  Means  oppose  the  Tax  now  proposed  to  raise 
ye  sum  wanted.  It  is  ye  most  unequal  in  ye  world  since  ye  Man,  who  is  either  obliged  to  sue  for 
ye  smallest  just  Debt,  or  defend  ye  most  trifling  unjust  Demand,  is  as  much  burthened  as  he,  who 
commences  a  suit  for  a  Million.  If  it  must  be  a  Tax  on  Justice,  let  Equity  so  far  guide  us  as  to 
raise  it  pro  Rata — &  I  can't  help  thinking,  that  it  wou’d  be  much  better  to  lay  a  penny  or  twopence 
a  pound  on  all  Damages  recovered  above  ten  pounds,  than  in  ye  present  Method.  I  don’t  know 
that  this  will  do,  it  being  a  meer  sudden  thought  of  my  own  &  consequently  very  liable,  to  great 
Imperfection.  ’Tis  unreasonable  to  ask  you  for  any  more  of  your  time,  but  if  you  can  spare  me 
a  Line  on  ye  Report,  it  will  greatly  oblige  me.  Beware  of  letting  ye  new  salary  pass  thro  ye  Duke 
of  Cleveland's  office.  If  you  do  every  farthing  unappropriated  sinks  to  him.  Comps,  as  due. 
Bathurst  desires  his.  I  am, 

your  most  faithfull  &  obed*  serv* 

John  Morton. 

Mar,  12th,  1749. 


Henry  Vernon  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  receiv’d  your  obliging  letter,  and  my  wife  and  I  return  you  and  my  sister  many  thankes 
for  ye  attention  you  have  had  to  her  in  this  affair  and  we  are  extreamley  glad  to  hear  yt  your  little 
family  holds  well  and  we  boath  wish  they  may  continue  so.  Tho’  we  are  concerned  for  ye  accident, 
we  still  fetch  Master  Brownlow  with  great  pleasure,  and  think  ourselves  very  happy  in  his  pretty 
company  at  Whitsontide,  and  shall  not  fail  to  take  great  care  of  him.  My  wife  returns  my  sister 
many  thanks  for  her  obliging  offer  of  getting  her  things  for  her  in  town,  but  desires  she  will  not  do 
anything  in  y*  until  she  hears  further  from  her.  We  are  very  much  concerned  to  hear  of  Mr.  H. 
Folkes’«s  loss  as  it  must  no  doubt  poor  man  be  a  very  great  affliction  to  him  and  to  all  the  family, 
as  she  was  so  deserving,  and  with  every  kind  loves  to  you  and  to  my  sister  and  to  the  little  ones. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

and  humble  servant, 

Hough,  April  ye  16th,  1750.  Henry  Vernon. 

For  Sir  John  Cust,  Bt.,  att  His  House  in 
Great  Malborough  Street,  London. 


ft'  -h 
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Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  to  Miss  Dorothy  Cost. 

April  29,  1750. 

Dear  Sister  Dolly, 

I  was  very  glad  to  find  by  your  Leatter  that  Mrs.  Newton,  Perry  &  yourself  liad  so  good 
a  Journey  to  Grantham  &  can  easily  imagine  how  happy  a  Day  this  Day  sennight  must  have  been 
to  you  as  I  dont  know  any  satisfaction  like  meeting  one's  Friends  &  Relations  after  a  Long  Absence. 
I  must  beg  you  to  return  my  Thanks  to  Perry  for  his  very  kind  Letter  from  Stilton  &  a  very  agreable 
one  I  assure  you  it  was  to  have  so  good  an  account  of  Brownlowe  tho  I  find  by  Franky  He  did  not 
not  deal  quite  honestly  by  me  but  Brownlowes  Behaviour  was  very  Different  ye  next  day,  when 
my  Brother  called  upon  him  For  he  came  to  Breakast  with  him  brought  his  Bedfellow  Master 
Bigland  &  was  so  rude  &  noisy  that  Mr.  Forster  was  most  heartily  tired  got  into  ye  coacli  as  soon 
as  he  cou’d  &  Bless'd  his  Starrs  that  he  had  no  Children  to  Torment  him.  I  have  rec'd  the  shoes 
&  Fans  &  have  spoke  to  ye  People  who  will  get  them  done  &  if  they  are  brought  home  Time  enough 
will  send  them  in  Lady  Tyrconnel's  Box  I  have  paid  for  a  Dozen  &  ten  pair  of  Gloves  &  one  pair 
of  mittens  &  will  send  them  down  at  ye  same  time.  The  Paris  Net  &  Flowers  which  my  sister  Cust 
mentioned  I  will  get  tomorrow  &  send  them  down  also.  I  shou'd  be  glad  if  you  would  send  me 
word  where  ye  woman  lives  from  whom  I  am  to  get  my  Ladys  Thread.  I  desired  my  brother  l-  rancis 
to  tell  you  Mrs.  Woodcock  was  in  preatty  good  Health  &  that  her  maid  would  do  very  well  but  I 
made  a  small  mistake  in  ye  latter  part  of  my  account  for  I  went  to  make  her  a  visit  on  Sunday  & 
find  the  maid  wont  do  at  all.  Mrs.  Braclkin  is  still  with  her  but  Mrs.  Woodcock  is  looking  out  for 
another.  I  beg  you  would  not  make  any  apologies  for  giving  me  any  Commissions  for  I  assure  you 
I  shall  Think  them  no  sort  of  Trouble  but  on  ye  contrary  shall  be  very  glad  if  I  can  be  of  use  to  you  or 
any  of  my  Friends.  I  sent  to  Day  into  Arlington  Street  to  inquire  after  Mrs.  Pennyman  s  Parcel  but 
none  had  been  left  for  her.  if  it  comes  too  late  for  my  Lady's  Box  I  will  bring  it  down  with  me 
or  convey  it  soon  by  a  safe  hand  if  I  meet  with  any  opportunity.  Sr  John  &  I  beg  you  would  give 
our  Duty  to  Lady  Cust.  Lord  &  Lady  Tyrconnel  &  our  best  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Newton  &  Love 
to  Perry  &  my  sister,  &  I  am 

Dear  Miss  Dolly 

Your  most  affectionate  Sister 

Ethelred  Cust. 

P.S. — Sr  John  recd  ye  enclosed  Accounts  from  Air.  Canning  yesterday  which  he  desires  you  will 
give  Mrs.  Newton  but  as  he  has  not  ve  account  Mr.  Canning  sent  before  or  knows  whether  Mrs. 
Newton  recd  ye  Bills  there  taken  notice  of  he  cant  tell  whether  its  right.  Mrs.  Woodcock  has  just 
sent  to  desire  me  to  make  his  compliments  Thanks  to  you  &  my  sister  Cust  for  your  Letters. 
My  Little  ones  is  I  thank  God  very  well  and  desires  their  Duty. 

April  ye  29/1750. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

As  I  am  not  certain  that  I  shall  go  down  to  the  House  this  Day,  I  beg  if  you  see  Sr  George 
Vandeput  in  ye  Court  of  Requests  that  you  wd  speak  to  him  concerning  the  withdrawing  his  Petition. 
wch  I  believe  he  intends  to  desire  me  to  do  this  day,  and  if  he  continues  in  that  mood,  I  beg  of  \  ou 
to  do  it  for  him.  I  have  a  great  Cold,  and  took  something  for  it  last  Night,  wch  makes  me  unwilling 
If  I  can  avoid  it  to  go  out  this  morning.  But  if  you  are  not  engaged  to  Dinner,  &  ye  House  does 
not  sit  late  I  shd  be  glad  you  wou'd  eat  a  Piece  of  mutton  with  me,  &  bring  with  you  either  Boone 
or  Sr  Edwd  Thomas. 

Egmont. 

0 

Tuesday  morning  (1750). 


Admiral  Mathews  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sudbury  Common.  May  ye  16th,  1750. 
Sir 

My  Kinsman,  Coll1  Robinson  acquaints  me,  His  Royal  Highness  has  done  me  the  honour 
to  invite  me  to  dine  with  him  next  Monday,  and  that  you  would  send  me  a  Card  signifying  his 
Royal  Highness’s  Pleasure.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  his  Royal  Highness  for  the  continued  marker 
of  his  favours  but  such  is  my  unhappy  situation  in  regard  to  the  Gravel  that  I  dare  not  risque  e\  en 
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to  appeare  in  his  presence,  which  I  should  have  done  so  before  cou’d  I  have  done  it  without  mv 
waiting  to  have  return’d  him  thanks  for  the  great  honour  done  me  during  my  illness  I  must  therefore 
intreat  you  to  give  my  Duty  to  his  Royal  Highness  &  that  you  will  excuse  me  to  him  for  the  afore¬ 
going  reasons.  I  sincerely  wish  you  joye  of  a  young  prince  ;  and  am  glad  to  hear  P.  Edward  is  so 
tair  awaye  to  be  restor’d  to  his  former  health,  and  am  with  great  truth 


Sir 


To  Sr  John  Cust,  Barb 


Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

Thos.  Mathews. 


Valentine  Hasledine  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Jan.  26th,  1750. 

3  ^6trer  ^°day  ?t°m  Mr'  Stanser  herein  he  desires  me  to  pay  his  dutv  to  vou,  &  begg 
irr  i°f  y  aichace  ab  the  Petltlon  intended  to  be  offer’d  about  the  Tobacco  trade  —for  it 
seems  they  have  a  large  Quantity  of  ye  commodity  by  ’em  ;  if  yr  Hon^  will  please  to  give  him  a  Line 
upon  that  subject  at  yr  leisure,  I  daresay  it  will  please  him  very  much .... 


Valentine  Hasledine  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  July  8th,  1751. 

I  have  my  Lord  s  orders  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  two  very  curious  prettv  Piggs,  which  you 
was  so  kind  as  to  send  him  :  they  are  still  reprieved,  and  likely  to  be  so  for  some  time  now,  as  they're 

improving  every  day.-Lady  Cust  is  obliged  by  yr  kind  offer  and  will  be  glad  to  accept  of  two  of  ye 
same  breed ....  * 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Feb.  4,  1750/1. 

The  Reason  I  did  not  write  to  you  sooner  is  in  truth  because  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  say  •  there 
is  no  gleaning  for  news  after  those  who  acquaint  you  from  hence  with  whatever  happens  and  I  doubt 
not  but  I  came  too  late  when  I  let  you  know  that  my  Lord  and  Lady  set  out  to  morrow  for  London  • 

them6r  SaW  them  g°  thlther  Wlth  S°  Ilttle  eagerness  as  they  now  do  ;  a  Thread  would  almost  stop 

The  News  you  sent  to  my  lord  from  time  to  time  are  extremely  proper  and  your  Letters  give 
Hun  great  satisfaction  especially  what  concerns  the  Prince  ;  we  talk  often  of  Him,  and  my  lord 
I  find,  is  as  strongly  well  affected  to  his  Royal  Highness  as  you  can  possibly  wish . 


Sr 


Robert,  Duke  of  Manchester,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


-for  The  Th?iUkS  ?Ue.^°  y°U  f°f  your  extreme  Kindness  in  managing  a  very  troublesome  affair 

-for  me  are  more  than  I  will  undertake  to  express  till  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  I  am  very 

m^f  w>hh°WHmrh  u  T*  °blli?  d  tG  y°Ur  Dlhgence  and  Pendent  Conduct  for  the  success  we  have 
met  with,  and  it  will  always  be  esteem’d  a  very  extraordinary  Favour,  by 


Sr 


(Mitchel’s  affair  of  ye 
Land  Tax.  1750 /l.) 


Your  most  oblig’d 

humble  servant 
Manchester. 
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Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

1751  ?  Hatley. 

Having  an  opportunity  to  write  by  the  Post,  I  thought  you  wou’d  like  to  hear  that  I  am  now 
with  Mr.  Cust  prosing  on  Family  affairs.  I  got  down  yesterday  at  2  o'clock  at  the  Expence  uf  1/6 
&  intend  to  return  to  morrow  in  the  same  manner  so  that  if  you  &  the  serjent  incline  to  do  me  the 
favour  of  dining  with  me  on  Wednesday  I  shall  (be)  glad  to  see  you,  &  beg  a  line  by  virtue  of  the 
Penny  Post. 


15  Oct.  1751. 

I  have  bot  a  Ticket  in  the  Lottery  for  you,  &  my  Lady  wch  I  hope  for  both  your  sakes  will  be 
lucky,  the  No  of  it  is  23834,  it  cost  £118  6.  I  shall  send  it  you  by  Jenny.  I  have  made  you  Dr 
for  its  amout  (Westminster  Bridge  Lottery) 


March  1750-1. 

As  this  unfortunate  Accident  of  the  Princes  may  put  it  out  of  your  mind  that  you  are  to  come 
to  me  tomorrow'  morning  at  11.  o’clock  having  occasion  to  send  my  Man  to  my  Lord's  I  have 
order'd  him  to  leave  this  as  a  remembrance  to  you  from 

your  affec. 

Pere  Cust. 

Aldgate.  Monday. 


Grantham.  Nov.  23,  1751. 

I  receiv’d  your  Letter  to  me  wch  I  shew’d  to  my  Lord,  who  takes  the  Bavarian  &  Polish  Treaties 
in  the  Manner  you  cou’d  wish,  as  you  will  be  more  convinc’d  of  by  a  very  handsome  Letter  as  he 
tells  me  he  wrrote  you  on  the  Princesses  Birthday  for  he  never  show’d  it  to  me  tho’  I  came  in  from 
Grantham  just  as  it  was  sealing  up ...  . 


Savile  Cockayne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


March  1750/1. 

Dr  Sr  John, 

I  heartily  condole  with  you  for  your  loss,  for  it  is  a  terrible  stroke,  but  must  be  borne, 
but  I  shall  see  you  on  Wednesday  when  I  hope  to  be  in  towm,  unless  by  tomorrows  post,  I  am 
summon’d,  and  in  that  case  I  shall  set  out  directly.  My  best  compt’s  to  my  Lady  and  ye  little  ones, 
concludes. 


Yr  affec. 


Sav  :  Cock  :  Cust. 

Hatley  ye  23rd  of  March. 

The  little  Boy  at  Stilton  is  very  wTell. 


May,  1751. 

Dr  Sr  John, 

I  hope  Phillips  will  be  with  Frank  tomorrow  morning  to  be  examin’d  as  he  promis'd  me 
to  set  forward  today  of  which  I  inform’d  you  Frank  and  Kellom  by  Thursdays  post  if  you  and  they 
had  my  letters,  and  I  sent  instructions  in  that  to  Kellom  which  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  are  rec'd. 
But  I  am  extremely  concern'd  to  hear  Frank  has  not  yet  been  at  Winchester,  for  whatever  you  may 
think,  his  hearing  was  certainly  worse  when  I  saw  him  at  Biggleswade,  and  I  find  all  who  know 
him,  on  the  road  and  at  this  place,  think  so  and  much  too  many  disagreeable  condolences,  I  have 
had  all  the  way  on  misfortune,  as  it  is  called.  His  mother  sent  him,  as  I  hear,  twenty  pounds  to 
bear  his  expenses  and  I  will  send  him  a  note  on  Mr.  Hoare  for  Eldreds  debt  to  him  if  he  will  go  and 
let  me  know  what  it  is,  which  money  shall  be  ready  for  his  receipt  on  his  return  from  Winchester 
and  does  not  mind  the  trouble  for  if  he  loses  his  ears,  he  11  get  nothing  by  the  Law,  but  discontent 
or  that  his  acquaintance  bring  him — no  motions,  etc.  whilst  perhaps  he  will  be  the  only  person  who 
does  not  know  his  deafness  is  the  only  reason  he  is  neglected.  I  rather  chuse  to  write  this  to  you 
than  him,  least  I  should  mortifie  him,  and  sink  his  spirits  and  I  depend  on  you,  that  you  will  not 
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tell  him  this,  which  may  affect  him  tho  pray  by  all  means  send  him  to  Winchester,  but  what  will 
become  of  mine  or  any  buisness  in  the  meantime.  The  Little  Boy  is  well  &  in  spirits  but  the  enclos'd 
speaks  more  of  him.  My  Best  Love  to  all.  concludes. 


ixiusii  aiiec 


Sav  :  Cock.  Cust. 

Stamford.  Sunday  ye  6th  of  May. 

I  beleive  I  shall  stay  here  two  or  three  days  but  hope  to  be  at  Hatley  ye  latter  end  of  ye  week, 
for  which  place  I  beleive  I  shall  set  forward  next  Thursday  morning. 


Savile  Cockayne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust  (n.d.). 

My  Dr  Sr  John. 

I  am  much  oblig'd  to  you  for  your  immediate  information.  But  as  Ld  R*  is  the  Princes 
Ld,  the  weight  of  the  Administration  must  go  with  him,  &  therefore  it  can’t  do,  but  if  it  wou’d  I 
wou’d  by  no  means  employ  you,  as  attaques  of  that  kind  may  be  retorted,  &  whatever  I  did,  I  wou'd 
have  you  out  of  the  scrape,  however  I  shou’d  like  to  hear  how  this  affair  goes  on,  as  you  accidentallv 
hear  of  it,  but  I  wou’d  by  no  means  have  you  so  enquisitive  as  to  give  any  suspition. 

My  best  love  etc. 

Yr  affec  : 

s.  c.  c. 

Perry  is  here  &  well  &  goes  for  London  to-morrow  Saturday.  Dick  is  at  Bath,  &  the  waters 
have  done  him  good. 


Sm  Edmond  Thomas,  Bart.,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  John 

Tho’  I  write  you  a  second  Letter  do  not  imagine  it  is  to  upbraid  you  for  not  hearing  from 
you,  for  I  am  sufficiently  sensible  of  your  Goodness  to  me  in  that  Respect ;  but  as  I  have  not  yr 
votes  sent  me,  I  am  quite  ignorant  when  ye  adjournment  is  made  to,  which  I  did  not  observe  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Papers,  I  suppose  ye  subsidies  will  come  on  directly  which  I  suppose  will  be  all  ye 
remaining  business  of  a  political  kind.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  be  up  quite  so  early  as  ye 
meeting  but  before  the  month  is  expired  I  propose  ye  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 

I  should  imagine  ye  K.  has  been  a  good  deal  shocked  at  ye  death  of  ye  Q.  of  Denmark,  having 
had  so  many  alarms  of  that  kind  lately  in  His  Family,  &  I  have  understood  she  was  a  Favourite 
Daughter.  I  suppose  you  passed  some  of  these  Holydays  at  Charlton,  pray  make  my  Compl.  to  L. 
Egmont.  Lv  Thomas  joins  with  me  in  Compli.  to  yourself  &  Lv  Cust,  &  be  assured  I  am 

most  Faithfully  yours 

Edmond  Thomas. 

Does  Mr.  Cresset  keep  his  Secretaryship. 


Jan.  3,  1751. 
Wenvoe  Castle. 


James  Cressett  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(June,  1751.) 
Sir 

It  is  with  very  sincere  pleasure  that  I  felicitate  you  (upon  what  I  had  wished  might  have 
bapened  at  first)  your  being  reinstated  in  the  employment  you  held  under  our  Late  Most  Gracious 
&  Dear  Master.  My  design  was  to  have  done  myself  the  honour  to  have  waited  upon  you  yesterday, 
but  I  was  prevented  &  to  this  minute  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  call  upon  you  as  I  intended. 
I  have  sent  orders  to  my  Clerk  to  draw  up  your  warrant  which  I  shall  get  signed  as  soon  as  possible, 
&  send  it  y°  I  am  with  the  highest  regard  &  esteem 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

Carlton  House  &  most  humble  servant 

3  o’clock  Wednesday.  James  Cressett. 

Sir  John  Cust. 
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Sir  Edmond  Thomas  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  John 

Believe  me  I  was  most  sincerely  rejoyced,  to  hear  of  Her  R.H’s  mark  of  Regard  towards 
you,  and  as  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  doubt  of  my  satisfaction,  as  it  concerned  you  personally, 
so  you  will  allow  me  to  say  it  did  not  give  me  less  on  a  more  extended  consideration.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  vou  for  your  good  wishes,  A  have  (between  Friends)  all  the  Reason  in  the  world  to  be 
satisfyd  of  R.H.  good  &  gracious  Intentions  towards  me,  from  which  I  have  reason  to  hope  for  the 
earliest  good  effects.  And  I  once  more  assure  you  that  the  manner  this  Invent  has  fallen  out  in 
your  favour,  will  only  enhance  ye  satisfaction  I  shall  feell  whenever  any  Tiling  of  the  Like  kind 
happens  to  mvself.  As  you  will  stay  now  some  Time  Longer  in  town,  pray  let  me  hear  now  and 
then  from  you.  Tell  L^  Egmont  I  shall  epistolize  Him -soon  &  enquire  a  Little  into  ye  Time  of  His 
intended  Western  Progress  when  I  shall  be  ready  to  attend  His  Summons.  Remember  me  to  Him. 
Joddrel,  Boone,  etc.  If  you  remember  I  told  you  some  Time  since  what  Fox  would  do  at  Malmesbury — 
He  will  get  a  footing  likewise  at  Wells  if  poor  Hamilton  is  not  a  Little  supported,  which  I  think 
ye  D.  of  N.  might  find  His  interest  to  do. 

I  hope  this  will  find  your  self,  Lv  Cust  &  Little  ones  well.  LV  Thomas  joins  with  me  in  compliments 
to  you. 

I  am,  Dr  Sir, 

most  faithfully  yours 

June  11,  1751.  Edmond  Thomas. 

Wenvoe  Castle. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Lord  Tyrconnel. 

My  Lord. 

I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  the  happy  Event  which  we  have 
waited  for  with  so  much  Impatience  and  Anxiety  happened  to  Day  viz.  the  safe  Delivery  of  the 
Good  princess  who  wTas  brought  to  Bed  this  morning  about  eight  o’clock,  after  a  short  and  easy 
Labour  of  a  young  princess  and  Thank  God  both  Her  Royal  Highness  and  the  Child  in  a  very  good 
way.  I  own  I  did  not  expect  it  so  soon  as  I  had  the  Honour  of  being  with  Her  Royal  Highness 
yesterday  and  thought  I  never  saw  Her  look  better.  She  has  sent  for  me  several  Times  since  I 
came  to  Town  and  is  so  exceeding  gracious  and  kind  to  me,  that  if  it  was  possible  for  any  Thing 
to  make  up  my  Loss  it  wou’d  be  Her  Royal  Highness’s  Friendship  but  what  is  the  greatest  Addition 
to  my  Happiness  is  the  Regard  the  princess  expresses  for  your  Lordship  knowing  how  much  the 
Prince  her  Husband  esteemed  you. 

Your  Lordship  will  expect  very  little  political  news  at  this  Time  of  the  Year,  when  Town  is  so 
very  empty.  The  new  president  of  the  Council  seems  highly  pleased  with  his  preferment  and  the 
Talk  is  strongly  of  a  Junction  between  His  Lordship  the  discarded  Secretary  of  State  and  the  present 
secretary  of  War.  What  Foundation  there  is  for  such  a  Report  must  be  left  to  a  session  of  parliament 
discover.  Mrs.  Woodcock  Thank  God  continues  extremely  veil.  She  returns  \our  Lordship 
many  Thanks  for  a  very  fine  Haunch  of  Venison  which  she  dined  upon  on  Teusday  and  eat  with  a  better 
Appetite  than  she  has  done  any  Thing  for  some  Time  :  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  Her  & 
drinking  your  Lordship’s  &  my  Lady’s  Health.  My  two  Brothers  my  sister  Jenny  &  myself  propose 
making  a  Visit  tomorrow  to  my  Aunt  Brett  &  Mrs.  Newton  at  Twickenham  and  hope  to  find  the 
Country  agrees  with  them.  I  begg  my  Duty  may  be  acceptable  to  my  Lady  &  hope  your  Lordship 
will  believe  me  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect  Sincerity  and  Gratitude, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  dutyfull  nephew  &  most 

Marlborough  Street  obliged  Humble  Servant 

July  11th,  1751.  JoHN  CuST- 


John  Willes,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Astrop.  July  4th,  1751. 

Dear  Sr 

A  very  kind  &  friendly  Letter  I  received  from  you  last  night  deserves  my  very  best  Thanks. 
It  gave  me  no  small  Pleasure  to  hear  of  ye  Princess  &  Dr  Lee’s  Behaviour  with  respect  to  my  Brother, 
&  we  shall  now  soon  see  whether  our  Family  is  to  be  proscribed  at  S.  James's.  I  hope  it  will  prove 
otherwise.  In  either  case  ye  Message  I  desired  you  deliver  to  Dr  Lee  will  be  quite  unnecessary 


. 


■ 


' 
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tho  I  shall  think  myself  equally  oblig’d  to  you  for  your  good  Intentions  towards  me.  If  you  have 
an  opportunity  &  don't  judge  it  improper  you  may  tell  Dr  Lee  as  from  me,  yt  as  no  one  about  ve 
Prince  has  lost  more  by  his  Royal  Highness’s  death  (I  mean  in  point  of  Expectation)  than  myself 
I  hope  yl  when  any  Place  falls  yt  is  worth  my  acceptance,  I  shall  not  be  forgotten  ;  especially  as  I 
have  this  further  merit  yl  I  refused  to  accept  of  a  Place  in  my  Father’s  Gift  wch  would  have  vacated 
my  seat  in  Parliament,  from  no  other  motive  but  my  attachment  to  his  Royal  Highness.  Had 
y  been  out  of  ye  Case,  as  ye  Place  was  worth  400£  p*  aim  :  &  for  Life  I  should  certainly  have  accepted 
of  it.  As  this  happened  no  longer  ago  than  last  year  you  can’t  but  remember  it,  I  could  not  however 
be  understood  to  mean  yl  I  desire  to  be  preferred  to  those  whose  faithful  services  to  ye  Prince,  & 
their  unfortunate  circumstances  since,  recommend  them  to  her  Royal  Highness's  first  attention. 
I  have  too  much  compassion  for  them  myself  to  entertain  a  Thought  of  yt  Nature. 

F°or  Jodrel,  whose  Death  I  am  most  sincerely  concerned  for,  because  I  had  a  very  high  opinion 
of  his  Integrity,  as  well  as  his  Abilities,  comes  across  me  &  shews  me  ye  Folly  of  formin'^  schemes 
m  a  World  where  our  continuance  can  be  but  short,  &  is  besides  very  uncertain.  Excuse  the  length 
of  this,  but  I  really  cannot  be  short,  when  I  am  as  it  were  unbosoming  myself  to  a  Friend,  for  such 
I  have  always  found  you  to  be.  I  shall  be  under  ye  same  obligations  to  her  Royal  Highness  & 

Dr  Lee  for  their  good  Inclinations  towards  my  Brother  whether  he  succeeds  or  not.  I  am  with 
great  esteem 

,  your  obliged  Friend  and  most 

obedient  humble  serv* 

J.  WlLI.ES. 

What  I  said  on  ye  other  side  is  on  a  supposition  of  his  Majesty  don’t  put  a  Negative  on  my 
Brother  if  he  does,  adieu  to  ambition,  contentment  shall  be  my  Harbour. 


Sir  Edmond  Thomas  to  Sir  John  Oust,  Bart. 

Dear  Sir  John 

It  was  a  great  Mortification  to  me  to  find  myself  disappointed  in  the  Pleasure  Ld  Egmont 
flattered  me  with  of  meeting  you  at  Enmore,  where  our  Satisfaction  was  greatly  allay’d  by  ye  account 
of  the  Loss  of  Poor  Joddrel,  a  most  Mortifying  one  to  his  Friends,  to  whom  it  is  almost  irreparable, 
&  a  great  one  to  His  Country  at  this  Juncture  :  but  to  leave  so  melancholly  a  subject  I  heartily 
congratulate  you,  on  the  Happy  &  safe  Delivery  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  who  I  hope  continues  as 
well  as  possible,  I  am  sure  it  is  a  Thing  we  cannot  but  be  infinitely  sollicitous  about  on  every  account. 

I  hope  Ld  Egmont  had  a  good  Journey  to  Town  &  is  perfectly  well,  and  that  this  will  find  you 
so.  I  suppose  Ly  Cust  &  your  Little  Family  are  in  Lincolnshire,  &  I  hope  likewise  well. 


Wenvoe  Castle. 
July  14th,  175L 


I  am  Dr  Sir, 

yours  most  Faithfully 

Edmond  Thomas. 


Sir  Edmond  Thomas  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sr  John, 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  will  find  you  in  London  or  the  Country,  but  whether  ever  you 
are,  it  will  always  give  me  a  sincere  pleasure  to  hear  yourself  &  Family  are  well  :  I  direct  my  Letter 
however  to  London  as  your  Namesake  &  Relation,  wlio  I  met  ye  other  day  at  ye  Hot-well  told  me 
He  Left  you  there.  ^  News,  I  expect  none  from  you  at  this  Time.  I  understand  ye  Pari  :  meets  ye 
10th  of  Nov.  so  ye  K.  going  abroad  seems  certain.  By  ye  Papers  Sandwich  seems  to  have  aimed  [atj 
making  a  great  Figure  at  Huntingdon.  I  had  a  Letter  from  Ld  Egmont  by  last  Post  by  which  I 
was  sorry  to  hear  of  my  Lady’s  accident.  We  have  a  most  melancholy  wet  season,  but  three  or 
four  days  fair  weather  would  save  all  our  Wheat  in  this  country,  ye  greatest  part  of  which  is  cut 
&  very  good. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  Lv  Cust,  in  which  Lv  T.  joins  with  me  who  am 

Dr  Sir 

most  faithfully  yours 

Edmond  Thomas. 


Wenvoe  Castle. 
Aug.  18,  1751. 


' 
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Dr  Sr  John. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

August  ye  3rd,  1751. 


Perhaps  yr  Brother  Francis  has  allready  aquainted  yo  with  his  gaining  ye  Cause, of  right 
of  Common  in  Gunnerby  <fc  Manthorpe  field,  but  still  I  would  give  yo  ye  satisfaction  of  hearing  all 
ye  particulars  for  it  is  a  very  popular  thing,  so  many  people  are  concern’d,  that  yr  Brother  is  much 
commended.  ye  people  in  Manthorpe  Town  shouted  all  night  men  women  and  children,  &  drank 
Counsellor  Cust  <k  Mr.  Welby  the  attorney’s  health  upon  their  knees.  At  first  they  feard  thcv 
should  lose,  for  they  had  a  young  Counsellor  and  an  old  attorney,  now  they  say  ye  young  Counsellor 
opened  ve  cause  charmingly.  Pray  let  yr  sis  :  Jenny  see  this/for  I  shall  not  write  to  her  tonight. 
My  Bro  :  Tyr  :  dined  with  ye  Judgess  at  Lincoln  of  Teusdav  &  coming  home  very  late,  he  was 
overturn'd  very  near  Ancaster  ye  other  side,  but  thank  God  nobody  was  hurt.  Dicky  and  Mr.  Gibert 
were  with  him.  He  is  very  cheerfull  after  it.  La.  George  Manners  was  brought  to  bed  last  Thursday 
of  a  son  all  like  to  do  well,  she  is  at  Blankney.  La  :  Cust  was  so  kind  she  dined  with  me  last  Thursday 
&  brought  yr  little  deares,  they  return’d  home  in  very  good  time,  <£  brownlow  is  return’d  to  school 
at  last.  Mr.  Cart  :  of  Ossington  was  taken  very  ill  last  Saturday,  has  had  severall  fitts,  he  was 
something  better  last  Wednesday  but  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  he  will  recover  or  no.  I  will 
please  myself  y°  will  soon  come  amongst  us,  I  must  lament  that  I  see  so  little  of  y°  my  Dear,  but 
wee  can  t  have  every  thing  wee  wish  for,  so  I  must  be  contented  in  this  manner  to  profess  myself 
most  sincerely 

Yr  ever  Affect  :  mother 
&  Faithfull  Friend 

A.  Cust. 

Miss  Cust,  Miss  Dolly  &  Dicky  are  now  with  me,  &  Joyne  in  their  kind  love  to  y°.  Lucy  went 
home  with  Lady  Cust,  pray  excuse  ye  sad  blotts  in  this  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  send  it. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Charlton.  Aug.  20,  1731. 

My  dear  Sr  John. 

I  only  trouble  you  with  this  to  inform  you  of  an  Event  wcb  I  shall  leave  you  to  speculate 
upon  by  yr  own  Light  wuthout  any  wch  I  shall  attempt  to  communicate  at  this  distance — on  ye 
15th  Inst  :  I  recd  a  Letter  from  a  servant  that  a  Certain  Person  wd  be  glad  to  .see  me  whenever  I 
came  to  Town  &  I  happen’d  accidentally  to  be  at  my  own  House  there  that  Morning,  &  went  in 
Obedience  to  my  Summons.  I  had  2  full  Hours  conversation,  with  obliging  expressions,  that  it 
was  thought  very  long  since  our  last  meeting— This  is  all  I  shall  tell  you  now  &  I  leave  you  to  Judge 
from  it — whether  I  am  in  a  better  scituation  or  another  Person  in  a  worse  than  either  of  us  have 
been  in  for  some  Time  Past — for  one  or  other  of  these  Circumstances  sbd  seem  to  be  ye  case  from 
this  alteration. 

I  dont  expect  any  more  reasoning  in  ye  Post  Letters,  than  you  found  in  mine.  But  with  all 
health  &  happiness  till  we  meet  wcb  I  hope  will  be  soon  after  my  return  from  Bath,  where  I  propose 
to  go  with  my  wife  in  about  3  weeks. 

I  am  ever  yrs  truly 

Egmont. 

Burn  this. 


Valentine  Hasledine  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Oct.  7th,  1751. 

The  Alderman,  Mr.  Southern,  &  Mr.  Andrews  (the  other  Churchwarden)  came  to  wait  upon 
my  Lord  yesterday  to  know  his  final  resolution  about  the  subscription  to  the  Bells  ;  but  his  Lordship 
was  a  little  uneasy  at  that  time  about  the  Chancery  suit  &  Mr.  Eldred’s  request  of  being  employed 
as  Sollicitr  therein  ;  so  that  I  did  not  think  it  proper  either  to  introduce  ye  gentm  or  the  Duke's 
subscription,  especially  as  Mr.  Gib  :  had  not  spoke  to  my  Lord  upon  that  subject.  Mr.  Southern 
was  very  pressing  for  an  answer  &  said  he  must  wait  upon  Ld  William  this  morning,  and  therefore 
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xx  r  n°fc  hlS  paPeJs  for  further  consideration  ;  so  upon  the  whole,  I  was  forced  /wch  r 

Hon  agreed  to  in  case  of  extremity)  of  setting  down  just  under  —Rutland  £52  10*  0d'  '  '  5 

nnrl  t  +v  u  ....Lord  Tyrconnel  &  Sir  John  Cust  £52  10*  0d 

FWfTH  ^  I,th°U5ht  proper  to  aPP^ze  yr  Hon'  immediately  as  Mr  Southern  &  Mr  Gozna  /the  n 
Elect)  intend  waiting  upon  you  tomorrow  at  dinner  to  invite  you  to  the  Feast  •  Tf  ,-n  ? 

please  to  let  me  know  by  ye  Rearer  A-  will  «<*,,,!  ’  ,  y  r  tne  heast  •  >ou  are  engaged, 

sarc  •*  xr&zi  sas  arsas* 

if  necessary,  wcfl  they  hoped  would  not  be  :  8  y  ready  to  do  more, 

Sir^hn7usTLTfoTtatasOname  ^  ^  ‘he  “St  °f  Subscribe">  to  the  Bells;  only 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Sr  John:  Wednesday,  Nov:  y«  13th,  1751. 

Journey/  My’^shCarTTonto^^^  °f  bad  «  good 

“  I  love  to  fill  my  mind  with  y-e  most  agreeable  thfng^t  I  ea/  TZ n„  J  "  J  TT  “  ,Person' 
dear  Peregrine,  I  fear  he  will  have  a  cold  journey  &  not  think '„e„  .  exPecta“'m  of  seeing 

I  think  Saturday  will  be  an  agreeable  dav-n.vi  T  u  5  .  .mlry  over  above  pleasant  but 
Mrs.  Swann  ye  widdow  ye  day  after  is  Mrs.  Wa’tson's  As^emblT  &  the  after”  Assembly  f°r 

all  which  I  hope  will  afford  him  some  variety  however.  My  Bro  •  &  sis  •  Tvr  ■  orJ  ,  .f"?11®  fssembl.v. 
this  afternoon  as  they  return'd  from  Codehv  r  ‘  y  ‘  ar  well,  they  just  call  d 

amongst  all  her  for  T  T  N6'rt°n'  bl“  1  h°Pe 

Cust  not  forgetting  Nancy  &  Bettsv  y  «„ ’  ll  P.?y  !  ,  ™y  Klnd  com  ;  t0  hor,  &  Lady 

will  be  assured  y>  I  am  with  ye  sincerest  love  &  friendship!”'  ^  1  b<5g  ™y  Dear’  y°" 

Yr  ever  most  affect,  mother 

&  Faithfull  Friend 

-A.  Cust. 

poor  Mrs.  Stevens  continues  very  ill.  Dor  Walker  was  wii-h  1  .  , 

every  body  is  very  sorry  for  her.  her  laSt  Monday  &  a8ain  today. 

Yr  Cooper  brought  a  bill  here,  £2  4  6  for  work  done  in  last  March  &  Anrill  T  inM  it-  tv,  ,  , 
wnte  to  yo  tonight  &  would  mention  it,  if  vo  Piease  I  oan  innl?nf  r  P  !  ft  W  1  Sh°uld 
much  work  don,  &  pay  him  for  you  if  ye  work  wa  I  !  fT  Y  gardmer  if  he  knows  of  so 

Pray  make  all  our  Com  :  to  Mrs  Wo^d^ock  ’  "  1  *****  Y  ™n  ^  his  ™ney- 


Lord  Tyrconnel  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Nephew  Belton,  Nov.  ye  19th,  1751. 

&  that  all  Z  FTLt^ZtuZs^here^are  My^fe  and ‘fhave  b  “1  T^k  *°  *?"**'’ 

fo  %dr  bR"odb worse  than — 1  - e" 

I  am  much  oblig’d  to  v°  for  r  /  .7  lch  ■  have  executed  ye  Comissxons  I  troubled  v°  with. 

p  8  *  7  7  g°0d  Wl8heS  °n  Birthday,  but  I  am  gott  into  ye  Vale  of  veares 

tnr^TZrVrsT  ^  T"’  th°Ugh  *  great  deal  to  thaak  God  for  sparing  mv  Life  this’ 
children  behind Tr  fnlTT  Hansome  good  young  woman  dyed  yesterday,  leaving  six  young 
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eldest  Miss  Thorolds  who  Honour’d  us  with  their  company  on  my  Birthday.  Notwithstanding 
ye  many  great  Publick  &  Private  losses  &  misfortunes  of  ye  year  51,  itt  is  some  satisfaction  to  see 
ye  Parliament  open  with  a  speach  From  ye  Throne,  ye  most  truly  gracious  that  ever  I  saw,  &  which 
Deserves  ye  unanimous  Thanks  of  ye  Collective,  as  well  as  Representative  Body  of  ye  People,  without 
ye  Least  Flattery,  &  truly  ve  untying  such  a  Gordian  Knott,  &  extricating  ve  Nation  out  of  so  Intricate 
a  Labyrinth,  as  some,  who  had  more  Ambition  than  Virtue,  had  entangled  itt  in  ;  must  for  ever 
Redound  to  ye  Honour  of  those  who  by  their  Wisdom.  Capacity  &  Integrity  have  by  God's  Good 
Providence  extricated  ye  Nation  from,  &  now,  dear  Sr  John,  since  I  have  sav'd  so  much  upon  ve 
Happy  Prospect  of  our  Political  Affairs  ;  I  can’t  Help  congratulating  y°  on  ye  Return  of  a  Day, 
which  has  so  greatly  contributed  to  itt  :  a  Day  that  makes  ye  Happiness  of  ye  Best  &  most  amiable 
of  Princes,  ye  Best  &  Kindest  of  Masters,  ye  Best,  most  generous  open  &  sincere  Freinds  a  day  which 
has  produced  a  number  of  most  Beautiful!  &  accomplish'd  Princes,  &  Princesses  Form'd  not  only 
for  ye  Future  Hopes  of  these  British  Kingdoms,  but  also  to  Diffuse  Virtue  &  Happiness  on  most 
of  ye  Protestant  States  of  Europe  :  which  many  of  his  Majesty's  Descendants  do  all  ready,  &  which 
^  they  will  all  do,  if  they  copy  from  their  Illustrious  Ancestors,  one  great  example  is  unhappily 
gone  !  but  my  wishes  &  Prayers  shall  ever  be  as  itt  is  ve  whole  Nation’s  that  those  years  that  were 
taken  from  ye  Prince  may  be  added  to  Her  Royal  Highness  ;  that  she  may  Live  to  be  an  example 
to  ye  youngest  of  them  ;  that  they  may  learn  to  be,  as  she  is,  ye  Admiration  &  Delight  of  Mankind. 

I  am, 

Dear  Nephew 

Yr  most  Affect :  Uncle 
&  obligd  humble 
servant 

Tybconnel. 

My  wife  &  I  joyn  in  service  to  y°  Lady  Cust  &  Familly. 

P.S. — I  am  truly  sorry  to  hear  of  Ld  Chancellor's  illness,  as  y°  know  I  alwayes  had  ye  greatest 
Value  for  his  LordshP  &  indeed  he  is  ye  fittest  man  for  that  high  station,  as  he  has  few  Equals  & 
no  superiors  in  ability  &  Integrity. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sib  John  Cust. 


Deab  Sr  John. 


Dec.  ye  14th,  1751. 


I  return  y°  my  most  sincere  thank es,  for  yT  kind  letter,  which  I  reed  last  Saturday,  y° 
in  words  &  actions  are  always  good,  &  deserve  ye  friendship  of  yr  relations,  I  think  I  can  say  you 
have  many  good  friends.  I  rec’d  this  leter  from  Mr.  Kippiys  last  monday  &  as  I  dont  know  what 
answer  to  make  to  it,  I  here  send  it  to  you,  it  seemes  a  very  int  eligible  account  of  ye  affaire,  therefore 
I  desire  to  have  it  again  safe.  Wee  are  impatient  to  hear  what  Journey  yr  Bror  Perry  &  his  nephew 
had  to  London,  ye  stage  coaches  being  so  lately  robb’d  causes  us  to  be  more  unneasy.  give  me 
leave  to  congratulate  you  &  my  Daur  upon  ye  happy  return  of  ye  5th  instant  &  I  hope  you  will  both 
live  to  see  yr  Dr  son  grown  up  to  make  a  good  figure  in  ye  world,  in  order  to  it  I  must  recomend 
it  to  y°  &  his  mama  to  fortifye  &  strengthen  his  mind  in  every  degree  you  posseblv  can,  as  he  is 
now  7  years  old  all  weakness  in  him  must  be  overcome,  my  Lady  &  you  must  not  take  amiss  what 
I  now  say  as  I  am. a  parent  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  my  mind,  &  I  have  ye  Dr  child’s  future  happiness 
so  sincerely  at  my  heart,  I  can’t  refrain  from  telling  y°  the  truth.  We  are  obliged  to  my  son  Francis 
for  some  entertaining  leters,  &  Mrs.  Croffts  runaway  match  was  subject  enough  to  expatiat  upon, 
I  don’t  know  butt  his  Humour  might  be  a  little  blunted,  as  there  was  occasion  for  a  willow  garland, 
which  I  hope  gott  safe  to  him.  At  first  I  wTas  affrayd  La  :  Fra  :  had  canted  y°  up,  &  y°  had  been 
to  see  her.  I  own  I  wonder  she  can  be  civill  to  you,  when  she  would  not  drink  yr  health  on  yr 
Birthday.  Perry  will  tell  y°  y4  Mrs.  Fane  said  she  represented  me  in  very  false  Coulleres  to  Mrs. 
Brown  &  Mrs.  Wyche,  to  be  sure  she  usess  me  quite  barberously.  Wee  shall  be  very  glad,  iff  my 
cousin  Wood  :  continues  satisfyed  &  gives  no  hints  y*  she  wants  some  body  to  torment  them, 
herself  two  in  a  degree,  for  she  is  realy  ye  best  alone  as  I  don’t  doubt  but  you  have  had  a  full  account 
of  us  from  yr  Bro  :  Perry.  I  shall  now  only  add  my  kind  Com  :  to  my  Daur  &  all  ye  children, 
assure  y°  it  is  with  pleasure  y4  I  profess  my 

self  yr  ever  most  affect  :  Mother 
.  &  sincerest  of  Friends 

A.  Cust. 

Missess  are  Joynt  in  kind  love  &  service  to  y°  all.  here  is  2  great  Cotes  come,  ye  other  is  not 
yett  finish’d. 

u  2 
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Dear  Sr  John 


Sir  Edmond  Thomas  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


I  am  so  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  early  Remembrance  of  me  that  I  could  not  omit 
my  acknowledgment  of  it  by  the  Return  of  the  Post.  What  you  tell  me  is  something  extraordinary 
1  suppose  will  occasion  speculation.  What  I  meant  by  a  Storm  I  never  imagined  was  to  raise 


& 


,**rwO*  r  ‘  -  A  ima^incu  vv  its  IU  mis© 

itself  at  once,  or  for  some  Time,  tor  I  should  if  possible,  think  the  calm  would  rather  grow  more 
so,  but  1  carry  d  my  thoughts  to  some  time  hence  from  ye  consequences  of  Things  at  Present. 

•  ,,PrpP^Se  se,eing  y°u  a11  in  Town  after  the  Holydays,  the  enjoyment  of  ve  Few  Friends  one  has 
is,  all  ye  Consolation  that  these  Times  seem  to  afford  us.  Pray  remember  me  to  such  as  you  see 
Our  Compliments  of  ye  season  attend  yourself,  Lv  Cust  &  little  folks,  from  hence.  I  had  good 
weather  for  my  Journey  tho  cold,  but  it  has  been  disagreeable  since  my  arrival. 

I  saw  Potter  at  Bath.  They  tell  me  the  Gayest  man  there,  with  ye  Ladies  &  Plav,  ye  Last  of 
which  I  heard  had  not  been  quite  so  favourable  to  him  lately.  The  Place  was  very  full  It  will 
be  charitable  in  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you,  who  am, 

Dr  Sr  John, 

your  most  Faithful 
&  affectionate 

Wenvoe  Castle.  xr.  ^ 

ti  ,  Edmond  Thomas. 

Decemb.  1/th,  1751. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Sr  John.  Feb‘  ^  14th  (1752  ?)' 

To  night  is  our  first  Consert  &  as  I  could  not  hear  about  y«  disposal  of  yr  Tickets  I  have 
given  one  to  Miss  Bacon  &  ye  other  to  Miss  Smith.  My  Bro  :  Tyr  :  call’d  of  us  they  &  3  of  vr  Sisters 
are  gonn,  Miss  Dolly  has  not  been  quite  well  this  last  week,  so  dare  not  venture  ye  colcf  weather 
affects  her  but  I  hope  it  will  soon  go  off,  I  had  a  leter  from  Mr.  Cook  yesterday,  he  saves  he  heares 
L  Exeter  has  sent  to  desire  Dr  Taylor  to  recomend  a  phisician  in  poor  Doc  :  Wallys  room  I  hope 
he  will  recommend  Doc  :  Baker.  Mas  :  Geo  :  Cart  :  has  been  here,  he  goes  with  his  Papa  to  morrow 
to  London,  m  order  to  go  to  the  Accademy  at  Woolich  which  Mr.  Charlton  has  procur’d  for  him 
With  all  our  kind  &  propper  Compliments  I  remain  my  Dear 

yr  ever  most  Affect  : 

Mother 


Mr.  Hasledine  was  last  week  very  ill,  &  I  believe  is  still  very  poorly. 


A.  Cust. 


Eare  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


My  dear  Sr  John, 


July  13,  1752. 


I  did  not  receive  yr  obliging  Letter  till  an  hour  before  I  left  Enmore  &  since  I  returned 
one  thing  or  another  has  constantly  interrupted  me,  when  I  have  been  sitting  down  to  return  you 
thanks  for  it — But  between  us  omissions  of  this  kind  will  have  no  Ill  consequences. 

In  regard  to  ye  Costive  Quality  of  ye  Person  you  enquired  of  Concerning  ye  Pretensions  of  a  Certain 
gentleman  to  a  disputed  Estate,  He  shews  himself  a  perfect  Puppy  for  concealing  what  all  ye  world 
either  knew  at  that  Time,  or  must  very  soon  have  known,  for  the  Titles  &  pleadings  were  (before 
you  spoke  to  him)  published  abroad,  &  I  have  seen  and  read  them  since  I  came  here.  If  I  under¬ 
stand  anything  of  Law,  I  must  say  (tho  it  is  of  your  Friend)  that  there  cannot  be  a  more  Litigious 
&  unwarrantable  Suit  than  what  he  lias  commenced,  &  I  am  very  sure  he  will  not  get  out  of  it  without 
paying  heavy  Costs— The  worst  part  of  ye  story  is  that  he  will  by  and  by  call  upon  you  &  me  to 
lend  him  money  for  that  Purpose. 

Now  I  am  upon  this  subject  of  Law  I  must  return  you  thanks  for  yr  Enquiries  concerning  my  son's 
money.  I  hope  there  will  never  be  occasion  for  me  to  enquire  farther  whose  Right  it;  would  be 
after  his  decease. 

A  few  days  ago  riding  out  in  ye  evening  I  met  the  P.  in  her  coach,  wch  she  very  oblingingly  stoppd 
to  talk  with  me,  I  had  ye  Honor  of  a  conversation  with  her  for  a  Considerable  Time,  in\vch  she 
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mentioned  you  as  she  allwavs  does  with  great  Regard,  &  told  me  that  she  had  given  you  Leave 
to  absent  during  this  month  on  account  of  ye  Races,  by  wch  I  presume  that  yr  waiting  will  coino 
about  ye  beginning  of  September — When  I  hope  to  assure  you  by  word  of  mouth  how  much  I  ever  am  ; 

yr  faithfull  humble  servant  &  friend, 

(To  sr  John  Cust  Bart  :  at  Grantham  Egmont. 

in  Lincolnshire.) 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

July  18,  1752. 

Dear  Sr  John 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  yr  kind  condolence  with  me  on  ye  late  Loss  we  have  had 
by  ye  death  of  Lady  Anne.  It  was  so  long  expected,  &  she  was  so  much  less  in  our  Family  than 
her  poor  sister,  that  my  wife  was  not  affected  with  it  in  ye  same  extravagant  degree  of  affliction, 
wch  she  suffered  upon  the  former  occasion — Yet  every  additional  circumstance  of  grief  in  a  family 
circumstanced  as  mine  is  now  is  very  difficult  to  be  borne,  as  to  my  wife  herself  I  can  say  nothing 
that  is  really  good  for  tho  the  original  Place  of  the  Complaint  is  considerably  heal’d,  yet  many 
circumstances  forbid  us  to  expect  a  long  Continuance  of  those  good  appearances,  on  ye  contrary 
we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  from  week  to  week  new  symptoms  still  more  terrible  than  ye  former. 
I  dread  it  very  much  for  within  these  few  days  she  has  complained  of  a  great  deal  of  Pain,  of  wch 
she  has  hitherto  been  entirely  free.  However  the  Surgeons  have  consented  that  she  shd  remove 
to  Charlton,  where  she  is  to  be  attended  but  twice  a  week,  unless  some  new  Turn  shd  happen — This 
gives  her  some  spirits,  as  she  supposes  that  they  think  her  better  by  indulging  her  in  this  change 
of  Place. 

You  talk  with  great  Philosophy  of  the  scituation  in  wcb  we  stand  as  to  publick  affairs — If  we 
can  find  no  Ressources  there  we  must  be  a  miserable  lot  of  men,  for  I  see  nothing  in  ye  Times  to  help 
us — Our  Comforts  &  our  Prospects  can  arise  only  out  of  ourselves.  But  where  the  mind  is  well 
formed  these  ressources  are  very  great.  You  and  I  prudently  prepared  ourselves  in  this  manner  ; 
I  know  none  of  our  People  besides,  who  had  done  it  in  earnest,  and  therefore  we  alone  are  happy 
now.  For  myself  I  can  solemnly  say  that  I  am  in  Regard  to  everything  of  a  publick  Nature.  I 
allways  look  upon  affairs  of  this  kind  as  a  farce  wcb  might  serve  to  pass  Time  away  as  well  as  any 
other  Amusement  or  Employment,  not  a  whit  better — I  still  think  of  them  as  I  did,  &  am  therefore 
quite  Indifferent  whether  I  take  up  that  kind  of  Life  again  or  not,  as  if  I  do,  I  can  as  readily 
easily  return  again  to  what  I  now  am,  as  I  have  done  once  allready — Would  to  God  I  coud  philosophize 
as  well  in  w'hat  regards  the  Miserys  of  other  People  as  in  what  concerns  my  own  disappointments — 
.But  tho  I  have  studied  the  late  famous  work  of  Bolingbroke  upon  innate  moral  Principles,  in  wcl1 
he  labours  in  particular  to  prove  that  Compassion  is  not  a  Principle  of  that  kind,  &  that  there  is 
in  reality  but  one  Innate  Principle,  wch  is  the  Pursuit  of  Pleasure  &  Avoidance  of  Pain,  this  thing 
of  Compassion  sticks  so  close  to  me,  that  I  am  confoundedly  mistaken  if  it  was  not  born  with  me, 
&  will  never  die  in  me  till  I  die  myself. 

Now  I  am  speaking  of  the  Pamphlet,  if  you  have  not  read  it.  It  is  worth  yr  while.  It  will  confirm 
you  in  the  opinion  you  have  entertained  of  that  Man.  It  has  confirmed  me  thereby  in  one  Point 
— That  he  had  not  ye  least  Ability  for  Argument  or  reasoning,  &:  that  his  whole  Excellence  was 
in  a  lively  Imagination — for  in  ye  course  of  my  Life  I  never  read  such  a  saltatory,  unmethodical 
Tautological  Performance  more  obscure  &  confused  than  any  Piece  of  Metaphysical  Stuff  that  I 
ever  took  into  my  Hands. 

But  there  is  another  Pamphlet  called  ye  Doctrine  of  Libels  published  just  before  ye  acquittal 
of  Owen  ye  Printer  wch  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  :  I  know  not  ye  author  but  it  is  in  all 
respects  an  excellent  Book.  &  will  I  am  confident  be  of  great  service. 

Yr  assurance  of  ye  continuance  of  yr  friendship  must  allways  be  agreeable,  tho  never  necessary 
to  me.  I  know  you  too  well  to  doubt  it  without  either  fresh  Professions  or  new  Instances  I  trust 
that  I  stand  in  ye  same  Light  with  you,  I  therefore  shall  voluntarily  abstain  from  the  one  as  my 
scituation  will  I  doubt  compell  me  from  ye  other,  &  content  myself  with  subscribing  myself  plainly 
very  sincerely, 

yours, 

Egmont. 

(Sir  John  Cust,  Bart,  at  Grantham  in  Lincolnshire.) 

(Catherine  Cecil,  Countess  of  Egmont,  died  August  Hi,  1752. 

Her  youngest  sister  Lady  Margaret  Cecil  died  of  the  small  pox  at  the  Earl  of  Egmont’s  in  Pall 
Mall,  March  16,  1751/2. 

Her  eldest  sister  Lady  Anne  Strode  died  July  3,  1752.) 


. 
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Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dec.  20,  1752. 

Allusions  to  Richard  Cust  s  Election  to  a  Fellowship  at  Merton  :  displeasure  at  the  excessive 
transports  of  joy  shewn  at  Grantham  : 

“  I  am  a  wofull  Witness  myself  what  a  poor  Toad  a  Fellow  of  a  College  is,  &  Tho’  ye  Fell** 
of  Merton  may  be  a  little  better  than  ours  they  can  never  make  ye  Family  of  vast  consequence.” 

I  remember  M(*.  the  last  winter  he  was  in  Town  and  Mr.  Cust  and  my  asking  him  to  go  to 
Ld  Bath,  flew  out  into  a  violent  Passion  &  s1*  a  Fellowship  of  a  Coll  :  was  a  low  Thing  for  his  Nephew 
to  ask  for,  &  now  he  thinks  he  has  (jot  him  ye  highest  Thing  in  ve  world.” 

I  dined  with  Jodrell  a  few  Days  ago,  &  enquir'd  after  your  friend  Egmont.  He  dined  with 
Jodrell  himself  ye  Day  before  his  Illness  was  put  into  ye  News  &  he  was  at  that  time  perfectly  well. 
Mrs.  W.  has  been  much  pleas’d  with  her  godson’s  Letter,  &  shew’d  it  ye  Alderman, _ 


Ser  George  Lee  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

S*  James’s  Square.  Jan:  15th,  1754. 

Dear  Sir 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  my  Lord  Tyrconnell  is  so  ill,  there  is  no  occasion  for  your  coming 
to  Town,  Mr  Boon  &  I  will  look  as  well  as  we  can  into  the  Household  affairs  ;  your  uncle  Mr  Cust 
told  me  last  Sunday  at  Court  the  unhappy  scituation  you  are  in,  upon  which  I  spoke  to  Her  Royal 
Highness  yesterday  before  I  received  your  Letter  and  have  her  commands  to  tell  you  she  desires 
you  will  give  yourself  no  uneasiness  about  coming  to  Town,  and  hopes  you  will  not  think  of  coming, 
till  it  is  quite  convenient  &  agreeable  to  yourself.  Mr  Cust  told  me  you  made  some  difficulty  about 
writing  to  me  upon  this  subject.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  it,  for  I  assure  you  I  with  great  pleasure  obey 
your  commands,  and  am  with  the  most  sincere  esteem  &  regard, 


Dear  Sir, 

your  most  faithfull  & 

obedient  humble  servant 
George  Lee. 


Sir  Robert  Taylor  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Albemarle  street. 

Jan.  26th,  1754. 

Dear  Sir 

I  deferred  my  Acknowledgment  of  your  last  obliging  Letter  till  I  had  received  some  further 
Information  from  Mr.  Clarke  concerning  my  Lord’s  distemper.  I  had  yesterday  the  Favor  of  hearing 
from  him  &  I  am  sorry  to  say  his  account  is  not  so  good  as  I  could  wish  it.  Since  his  Lordship  will 
not  hear  of  having  a  Physician  the  only  way  I  apprehend  is  to  desire  Mr.  Clarke  to  make  such 
Alterations  in  our  present  method  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  &  to  inform  me  from  time  to  time 
of  the  success  of  them.  I  have  therefore  in  the  inclosed  Letter  (with  which  I  have  taken  the  Liberty 
to  trouble  you)  communicated  my  sentiments  to  Mr.  Clarke  concerning  his  Lordship's  present 
condition.  I  hope  to  hear  an  account  from  him  shortly  of  the  effects  of  the  medecines  last  recom¬ 
mended.  I  heartily  wish  we  had  a  better  Prospect  than  we  appear  to  have  of  succeeding  in  our 
earnest  endeavours  to  preserve  so  valuable  (a)  Life.  I  beg  Sir  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present 
mine  &  my  Family’s  respectful  compliments  to  my  Lady  &  your  own  Family  &  to  believe  that  I 
am  with  most  hearty  wishes  for  my  Lord’s  better  Health 

Dear  Sir, 

Yr  most  faithful 

&  obliged  servant 

R.  Taylor. 


■ 


* 
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Lord  Guilford  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


London.  Mar  :  ye  7th,  1754. 

Dear  Sr 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  favour  of  your  obligeing  Letter,  with  a  tolerable  account  of  the 
health  of  my  Lady  Tyrconnel,  &  the  rest  of  our  friends  at  Belton  after  our  great  loss.  My  good 
wishes  will  always  attend  them,  &  I  remain  very  sincerely, 

Dear  Sr 

Your  obedient  & 
obliged  humble 

Servant  Guilford. 

I  beg  you  to  repeat  my  compliments  &  assurances  of  respect  to  the  Ladies  in  which  Lady  Guilford 
joins  very  sincerely. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (1754.) 

I  hope  Mr.  Scatus  &  Mrs.  Dorothy  will  be  safe  in  Town  before  this  Letter  arrives,  from  whom 
you  will  have  had  a  large  and  satisfactory  account  of  matters  very  diverting  &.very  serious.  The 
Assembly — my  Lord  Baker  (who  by  the  By  does  not  heartily  forgive  my  Letter  from  the  Fox  at 
Kelhamtho'  he  is  willing  what  it  shd  be  thought  that  I  am  in  a  Tiff  with  him)  and  above  all  the 
Case  of  Tommy  Apreece  wcil  is  attended  with  some  curious  Incidents  will  afford  Matter  of  small 
Talk  of  the  diverting  kind,  but  the  Loss  of  the  Notes  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  ye  Alderman  by  last 
Monday's  Post  is  of  a  serious  Nature.  My  mother  has  made  a  diligent  search,  wcd  has  employ  d 
too  much  of  her  Time  to  Day  to  too  Little  Purpose  :  &  she  is  confident  that  she  had  put  ’em  in 
her  Letter  before  she  sent  it  to  the  Post-House.  It  was  indeed  often  read  before  it  was  sealed  up 
&  I  think  I  remember  that  Scatus  was  the  last  who  read  it  on  his  Return  from  the  Parsons  Club 
that  Day  at  Grantham.  Soon  after  that  I  wrote  to  Owen  Davies  about  his  V  enison  &  I  can  hardly 
think  that  ye  Notes  went  to  him.  One  of  the  Notes  was  my  Draught  to  you  for  ye  money  paid 
for  Palmers’  Children.  The  other,  wch  is  more  serious,  was  a  Note  for  50£  drawn  by  somebody 
{but  my  mother  does  not  remember  who)  on  Minors  &  Baldero  in  Lomberd  Street  payable  to  Mitchell 
&  endorsed  by  him ...  . 

The  late  Lady  T.  died  either  ve  11th  or  22th  of  Septr  in  ye  year  1730— We  think  it  was  ye  11th 
I  must  here  tell  you  that  you  are  under  the  Dominion  of  a  very  mistaken  Notion,  when  you  fancy 
I  am  pleased  with  the  Inscription  as  it  was  last  sent.  I  really  am  not  &  wish  very  much  to  see 
one  that  is  the  very  Veritas  ;  but  I  have  seen  many  that  are  desperate.  Suppose  we  shd  adjourn 
the  whole  affair  till  next  Spring,  wch  my  mother  would  like  as  well .... 

Have  you  any  objection  to  be  a  Trustee  in  Sire  Smith  s  will  ?  Miss  Dolly  &  Dick  can  give  you 
an  account  of  his  Illness  &  his  Physician  and  his  Relations  are  very  much  of  opinion  that  ye  sanction 
of  your  name  wd  save  poor  Mrs.  Dawson  from  the  jaws  of  a  voracious  Husband.  I  wd  not  myself 
decline  ye  Trust  but  I  think  a  Serjt  is  as  well  out  of  Peoples  Wills  lest  he  shd  bring  himself  into 
such  a  droll  scrape  as  the  China  brought  him  into  with  Tarvill  Bather  &  Digby. 

F.  C. 

Belton.  Sept.  20. 


Francis  Cust. 

The  Serj*  thinks  that  as  Sr  John  has  been  so  long  destitute  of  all  skitt  he  shd  not  have  let  so 
many  Posts  slip  without  giving  the  Serj1  some  account  of  Eldred,  the  forfeited  estate,  etc  :  He 
sent  Sr  John  a  long  acct  last  Post  of  what  passed  between  him  and  Ld  G  -  d,  &  hopes  Sr  J. 
recd  it,  but  does  not  know  as  ye  Serj*  was  too  late  for  the  Post.  Since  that  the  Earl  has  perused 
the  Deed  of  ye  21st  of  Septr  with  Ldy  Cust,  ye  Alder“  anti  ye  Serj1-  in  Bond  Street,  that  is  so  much 
of  it  as  recites  the  Limitations  in  ve  marriage  settlem1  &  my  Lord  Barber  is  to  peruse  ditto  at  the 
Serjeant’s  Chambers  after  wch  Things  are  to  be  hastd  to  a  Conclusion.  Thus  much  may  suffice 
at  present  after  the  warm  work  at  C’alcraft’s  (or  rather  at  a  House  that  Calcraft  hired)  till  fi\e  o  clock 

this  morning.  It  shd  however  be  added  that  Ld  G - d  intimated  to  the  Serj1  that  ye  Inspection 

of  Deeds  in  his  custody  had  never  been  refused  to  Ld  Tyrconnel,  but  had  been  frequently  granted, 


^  _  ... 


. 
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r*qhu\rLr^T,i;°h  a  Rhe°eipt  xigned  by  Crabtree  for  a  Copy  of  y  Deed  of  1714  wch  at  La  -  . 

tree  gave  the  Rec*  to  Ha^erfor'this  eopv”f  ^ the^ Deed"^ M'',  Har.per'3  Chambers  when  Crab- 
to  Faldingworth  wch  the  Seri t  found  in  a  O,  r  nf  n  T  U°  6SS  than  that  ^round  Title  Deed 
deal  of  Expense  *  Troubled  some' y^s  p,“  M‘  *»  “  — 

smuatmg  that  Lady  Cust  had  no  occasion  for  that  copy  on  Jh  L<1  «  ^  ,  0?P°,t.unity  of  in¬ 
return  d  to  Harper  so  that  Sr  Tniln  u  ,,  °n  vv  L  (r d  desired  it  might  he 

it  be  returned.  The  Serji  Lendse  Lgs  tlmt  Sr  ZV  TV?  V™  »b»u*  l(  *  1  «•  it  *  let 
Mr.  Wilmot's  opinion,  w-ch  Oibert  sW  not  have  kept  YberaSr  JnT  V  B"tler's  case  with 

Serjeant  and  also  Lfl  G - d’s  first  Letter  to  Sr  Tohn'in  chi,  f  'V  1  sendlt  111  a  Trunk  to  the 

hands  he  may  have  great  use  of  this  T  Pfl  i  J  u  T  ^  ClaimS  the  Estate-  The  Serjt  appro¬ 

ve  Serjt  therefore  begs  to  have  it  at  Dick’ s 

Care  of  ,t  &  let  Sr  John  have  it  again  to  preserve  among  the  others  pr0m,Se8  *°  ,ako 

his  JScVtr°VmK  1  G°°dS  *  Chat‘e,S  fTOm  iTanby :  and 

of  Cockayne- Hat  ley!  8  Scatus  IS  aPPrehensl™  that  he  can't  hold  the  Living 


Rev.  H.  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


s? ,rx™ 

I  canrmt  yitutw  tor^  IdSlX  T  ^  ^  DupinS  in  the  hl*h  *W.t 

Races.  Doctor  HaselZ  itVTVX  and  ^“"fiaTum  T  "T  ‘°  ^  “  ,"‘5 

to  set  up  a  Monument  for  his  Brother.  I  answered  him  that  T  !  I  R  P  ^  m  the  Church 

Where  you  designed  to  remove  Lady  Bro,X™  a!TtWfo^  f.T™’ 

b°e“  tgXst  y^u^Ladv  St  ^  LXt  ^  7Y“  ~ 

(and  these  alone)  ought  and  will  sufficiently  xet^i^hkHfp" andfdear  a?counts'  Th«® 
and  Humanity  :  and  If  he  he  ruined  as  he  likety  ST  hisTeing  fmnTout  V,  ZV  7^°™ 
none  to  blame  but  his  own  conduct.  I  hope  Mr  WhiSon  will  g  ^ ^  !  *’  h' ,U  We  1  dare  say 

which  are  between  the  first  and  the  5th  of  his  Father's  Sacred  HTstorv^  Mvwff  T  ^ 
in  compliments  to  you.  Ladv  Cust  Mr  Rrmvnlnum  i  -History.  My  wile  Joyns  with  me 


Belton,  June  the  3rd,  1754. 


Your  most  obedient  and  most  obliged  humble 

servant  Henry  Gibert. 


oir  John  uust  to  Richard  Cust. 

Dear  Scatus. 

msmmmsm 

more  tafuTut  TTV  ”*  “  P"~*  *  3  or  400f 

e.ther  person  De  're^' £  ^  ^  Ce^go  ~2?LXZ 


> 
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X  can’t  help  being  myself  much  prepossessed  in  favour  both  of  ye  old  &  young  gentlemen  being 
thoroughly  convinced  from  ye  account  1  have  heard  that  They  are  good  sort  of  people.  I  wish 
ye  young  Man  c(1  have  advanc'd  a  little  either  at  breakfast  or  ye  assembly  but  his  silence  is  to  me 
the- strongest  proof  of  ye  Honesty  &  Sincerity  of  his  passion  &  ye  object  of  it  no  bail  sign  of  his 
understanding.  Nor  am  I  much  surprize!  at  his  talking  to  every  body  but  his  flame  for  to  be  sure 
there  is  not  a  more  ridiculous  Animal  in  ye  creation  than  a  Man  heartily  seriously  in  Love,  than 
He  is  before  his  Mistress  who  he  knows  is  acquainted  with  his  passion.  If  he  had  made  violent 
Love  I  shou'd  have  suspected  Him  more  for  a  man  who  counterfeits  ye  passion  has  greatly  the 
advantage  of  one  who  is  really  smitten. 

I  wonder  you  should  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  L^  Sackville  smok  d  it.  Do  you  think  it  possible 
for  Mrs.  F.  to  know  of  a  Love  Affair  &  not  tell  it  as  a  secret  to  every  mortal  that  visits  her.  My 
objection  to  his  coming  too  often  to  Belton  was  not  an  apprehension  of  his  making  too  great  a  pro¬ 
gress  but  its  becoming  the  common  talk  of  ye  country.  If  in  point  of  Circumstances  it  s  thought 
prudent  to  go  on,  cou’d  not  you  contrive  to  ride  out  with  Lucetta  A:  appoint  Co:  to  meet  you  upon 
ye  Heath,  &  see  whether  ye  Air  wou’d  not  inspire  Him  with  a  little  more  Courage  &  address,  but 
if  Lucetta  is  not  absolutely  determined  upon  a  negative  ye  best  way  is  to  come  to  Town  if  it  goes- 
on  where  we  need  not  be  so  much  expos’d  to  ye  country  talk.  I  am  going  to  ye  play  with  B.  & 
Master  Baily  so  am  oblig’d  to  conclude  in  a  great  Hurry. 

Dear  Sc: 

Your  most  affec: 

Tuesday  night. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Bath.  Sep'r.  10,  1754. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

X  was  greatly  concernd  to  find  by  yr  obliging  Letter  that  I  was  to  lose  the  Pleasure  I  had 
proposed  to  myself  in  yr  company  at  Enmore,  but  much  more  so  at  ve  occasion  which  deprived 
me  of  that  satisfaction.  The  Gout  is  a  disagreeable  companion  in  all  times  of  life,  anil  generally 
too  frequent  in  its  visits,  when  it  begins  to  make  so  early  an  acquaintance  as  it  has  done  with  you. 
However,  I  trust  that  yr  great  temperance  and  sobriety  wrill  keep  it  within  tolerable  bounds. 

It  is  a  happy  Circumstance  in  ye  Constitution  of  our  Minds,  at  least  it  is  so  in  mine,  that  in  \  e 
midst  of  our  Troubles  we  cast  about  for  something,  and  often  do  find  something  to  give  us  consola¬ 
tion  in  ye  very  cause  of  our  uneasiness — and  in  this  case  of  my  concern  for  yr  visitation,  I  derive 
some  degree  of  hope  that  it-  may  constitute  to  our  meeting  oftner  in  this  Neighbourhood  than  we 
shd  have  otherwise  done.- — Exercise  and  ye  Bath  Maters  are  generally  Thought  not  onl\  \e  best 
Remedy  but  ye  best  Preservative  against  your  Distemper  &  I  flatter  myself  that  yr  Physicians  will 
advise  you  to  a  constant  and  regular  Journey  once  a  year  into  this  Part  of  ye  wrorld,  where  in  >e 
Autumn  in  all  probability  you  will  always  find  me,  and  there  particularly  you  will  find  me  this  \ear 
for  at  least  ye  Remainder  of  this  month  ;  if  they  shd  think  it  adviseable  to  send  you  as  I  think  they 

ought  to  do.  •  . 

Thank  you  very  kindly  for  ye  Hints  you  gave  me  in  yr  Two  Letters  (of  which  bj  &  b\ )  on  \ 
one  ever  came  to  my  hands.  This  affair  still  remains  misterious. — In  town  it  is  deny  d  ;  in  ye 
Country  it  is  affirmd  and  ye  People  are  making  Preparations  for  it.  But  I  have  a  cause  to  battle, 
and  I  bless  God  a  temper  to  despise,  either  the  attempt  or  even  ye  success  of  the  utmost  ill  will  that 
can  be  exerted  against  your  faithful  humble  servant, 

Egmont. 

To  Sr  John  Cust,  Bart.,  at  his  House, 
in  Argyle  Buildings,  London. 

Free. 


(Lady)  Mary  Greville  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sr 

I  shou’d  think  there  must  be  a  mistake  in  the  answer  Mrs.  Long  has  transmitted  to  me 
as  from  you  for  my  Aunt  Coventry  ;  concerning  the  cup  she  gave  to  Mrs.  Woodcock  and  is  so  \er\ 
desirous  of  exchangeing  wtb  Sr  John  Cust  for  another  Peice  of  Plate,  or  obtaining  in  any  wa\  or  at 

X 


■ 

. 
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•a-nj  expence  yon  please  to  prescribe  because  it  wn<3  T  nrrl  rv  , 

I  don’t  imagine  you  will  be  reluctant  to  gratae  my  poor  AmT  7 en  M.  U  *  *  Rerluest  that 
shou  d  set  a  particular  value  on  it.  Nothin-  had  been  p^Ip  eSpecmll~v  as  lfc  18  impossible  you 
by  directly  asking  Mrs.  Woodcock  to  put in ‘nto mV  hTnds  whin  T  “T®*  **  CUp  in  question 

it  for  mo,  or  mine,  and  it  was  not  because  I  did  not  think  of  i^haM^61^’  7  *  kn®W  She  intended 
obliging,  Sr,  in  making  up  for  my  Deceas’d  Fr L,  7  7  u  h  1  1  not  do  lfc’  You  were  very 

for  wch  once  more  accept  the  sincere  acknowledgmts,roef  °miS31°I1S  W,th  re§ard  to  the  Pictures*. 

Your  most 

humble  servant 

My  Daughter's  compts.  att«  you  &  we  unite  in  them  to  Lady  Gust.  GREVILI-E' 

The  Grove,  Isleworth  Bay,  Middlesex. 

Feb.  22,  1755. 

I  defer  writing  to  my  Aunt  til,  you  are  so  good  as  to  Favor  me  w*  a  Line  in  answer  to  this. 


Dr  Sr 


J.  Secker  to  Sir  John  Gust. 


•direction  of  my  las^but^you  tdT  ^sThow  Wailed '  V  ^  ^  mistake  in  the 

•excuse  it.  Your  setting  me  ri-ht  in  mv  hinnd*.  •  77  m*°  d’  S°  1  hope  -vou  wil1  the  readier 

still  more  wrong  in  my  address  to  vou  not  u  s.m  rest,m&  George  Lee,  having  made  me 
Councill’r,  and  as  iThink  itTs  rath-  -  ?  ltW*S  t0°  late  that  Sr  George  was  a  Privy 

you  will  think  I  have  adopted  the "ToTo 7^7°  of  honors  of  a  title,  I  fancy 

concern  &  having  once  beerm  to  blnnH  er,ai ”,  natlon  v-hom  I  have  lately  had  too  much 

the  proper  addrisToVeS  ‘of  tS  ^ 

in  Town,  that  hai  made  so  much  no.se 

it  so  particularly  to  Her  Ryl  Higss  Family  I  think  i/^  m  ™tlce’  yet  as  rePort  has  extended 

of  y«  truth.  Y  g  mdy’  1  thmk  ma^  not  be  disagreeable  to  you  to  be  informed 

ing  ^iduse^Htn^ofTorne  pLott  o^scheme^v^^d^h^appeara10^  ~  ad^  contain, 

for  further  particulars  to  a  Letter  ance  of  being  treasonable  :  but  referring 

market.  This  Let  er  was  sent  to  fuLZVZ  ”  *  *°  ^  mite  H°me  Inn  in  ye  Hay 

take  it  to  the  Higher  Powers  by  whom  he  wash’d'  u  ?  ^  M'  Carrin*ton  the  Messenger  'to 
on  enquiry  was  left  there  wl>  orders  for  it  to  he  "j  4“  seoure  lf  possible  the  Banbox,  which 

had  been  delivered  to  his  wife  on  which a  SaL  d  May  manager  of  the  Opera  house,  &  it 

he  had  just  received  in  a  Banbox  ye  Letter  was  fdd^essed'TO  YoTwhfchR6  h™  UP'  The  Letter 
fun  or  trick  had  not  opened.  He  was  examine  x  i l  ^  ^°L  h  h  He  imagming  to  be  some 
to  hurt  him  without  any  possibilities  of  truth  in  it  Th  ^  appeanrL£  to  be  a  malicious  Letter 

about  Feildings,  &  Carfeton To.i ‘  and  iWas  re  ated *7™  r  gT  °<  People  gathered 

powder  had  been  discovered  under  Kew  house  *  the  Pri  Lond°n  that  several  Barr.ls  of  Gun. 
loaded  wh  gunpowder  &  that  the  Prince  of  WaI  k  u  ,  r”106;’  10use’  tbat  tbe  Swan  was  likewise 

We  had  yesterday  mormng  several^ messengers^ t7r  T  7“  at  *  ^aped  the  Ball. 

Sr  George  Lee  sent  Mr  Re\molds  ve  HoikpI  .  7™?  t0  kno'v  whether  we  were  not  blown  up. 

the  truth  from  whom  I  havi  tto  account  T  hTe  177*  “T!*  *°  h“  R-vl  Hi*S  "*>' 

else  goes  on  as  usual  :  M«  Paine  &  Bromleys  telling  her s7t>7?n“h77  ? fTD,Iman  .*  everything 
mg  to  me  or  ye  oMcers  has  wrote  to  \Ti7  v>„  u  t  sne  could  not  have  ve  Lamps  without  applv- 

I  have  spoke  to  S'  George  of  it  who  if  she  apply'' to  W  °7  ^  has  received  the  same  answer. 

nothing  from  her  as  yet,  or  has  she  spoke  to  Mr  Boone  “  W°  ‘°  him’  but  1  have  heard 

as  HkeX^SiS  2-bSS? '  ^  ^  ^ ^  i  £  ^ 


Rew:_  June  12th,  1755. 


very  much  Sr 

Your  most  obligd  hum:  Ser4 

J.  Secker. 


1  . 

■ 

- 

' 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


155 


J.  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Kew.  June  17,  1755. 


about  household  accounts 
complaints  against  Dilman 


at  Kew.  Charges  for  poultry,  woodyard. 
about  the  garden  produce,  and  the  service  of  the  Princess  of  v\  ales. 


Kew.  June  19th,  1755.  the  same. 


Dr  Sr. 

I  understood  by  the  Alderman  whom  I  accompany’ d  as  far  as  Maidenhead  Bridge  on  his 
wav  to  Bristol  yt  I  shoud  have  had  y«  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  again  m  Town  as  Saturday  last  but  was 
told  in  Malborough  Street,  where  I  called  other  day,  y*  you  intended  meeting  Lady  bust  on  the 

road,  otherwise  I  shoud  have  before  acquainted  you  that  everything  went  of  ^  other 

the  Birthday.  The  Supper  for  the  Prince  &  Dancers  being  exceedingly  elegant  A  all  the  other 
dinners  &  slippers  in  proportion.  Mr.  Rich.  y«  Player  made  Her  Ryl  Hig*  a  present  ot  a  Boat  for 
ye  pond  in  y«  garden,  which  holds  12  people,  in  the  shape  of  a  swan,  it  is  directed  by  a  viieel  turned 
by  a  man  out  of  sight,  &  has  a  very  pritty  effect.  Rich  brought  a  Band  of  Mustek  w  him  to  pi ay 
af  ve  launching,  for  whom  I  was  obliged  to  find  o*  a  dinner  &  wine  besides  Claret  drank  m  >  boat. 
The  Pages  according  to  custom  took  great  pains  to  put  of  as  much  wine  as  they  coud  for  y  honor 
of  ve  Princess  especially  Angel  who  is  worse  than  them  all.  I  attended  ye  whole  time  but  it  is 
impossible  to  hinder  entirely  the  extravagances  those  gentry  have  a  mind  to  run  into.  e  young 

'P'flmilv  were  extremely  happy  &  danced  till  abt  4  in  ye  morning.  .  , 

Dilman  thought  prope/to  comply  S'  George  Lee’s  Letter.  I  have  not  seen  him  since  but 
hear  he  goes  about  complaining  how  ill  y«  Princess  has  used  him.  S'  George  spoke  to  y  Princess 
obmit  him  who  was  verv  an°ry  &  said  she  woud  not  protect  him,  &  Sr  George  might  turn  him  of 
U  he  pfea™;d  yt  hThad  ior  a  ioi  time  behaved  very  ill.  This  I  had  from  Mr.  Boon  but  Sr  George 
has  not  said  a  word  to  me  about  him.  I  heard  in  y^  Ballroom  Lady  Augusta  tell  Sir  George  and 
Mr  Boon  yt  Dilman  had  been  w«*  her  had  told  her  yt  there  was  a  rowt  made  about  nothing  .th_ 
she  told  him  he  flew  in  the  face  of  his  officers,  &  she  woud  have  nothing  to  say  to  him  A  he  to 
to  that  Z  was  ye  worst  enemy  he  had  in  the  house,  which  she  sard  ^ 

then  mentiond  the  affair  of  ye  Peas  &  said  he  was  a  very  bad  man.  The  Prince  asked  .ur.  r» 
yesterday  whether  S'  George  had  sent  for  Dilman  before  him  &  whether  he  had  not  turned  him  o  . 

T  can’t  learn  what  S'  George  has  done,  but  I  suppose  I  shall  hear  soon. 

Mr  Boon  came  down  the  day  before  the  Birthday  &  has  been  here  ever  since.  He  has  not  once 
mentioned  that  same  affair  I  told  you  of  ;  but  talks  of  making  me  a  present  of  a  gun,  which  I  am 
afraid  will  be  all  I  shall  gett.  I  told  Will.  Holmes  y‘  oysters  are 

+  _  von  i*  verv  much  obliged  to  vou  for  your  kindness  in  asking  it  for  him.  He  ^ 

twoY  Tumbrochev  or  turnspits  in  the  Kitchen  which  if  an  accident  shoud  happen  to  one  of  them 

he  ah*  be  vastly"  obliged  to  you  if  you  woud  stand  his  Friend.  He  can  gett  a  man  tc .  ser^ 

&  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gibert, 

and  am  Sr 

your  most  obd  obliged  hum.  servt 

J.  Secker. 


J.  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Kew.  July  26,  1755. 


About  Garden  stuff  ^for  H54  -oodyard  etc^  ^ 

much"ftererr,butt;  iJlmr  TaSefuU  as  has  indeed  al,  ye  "ll'S 

accidentally  are  now  constant  &  these  thmgs  must  in  course  embrace  y  quantity  ot 

in  the  Kitchen.  o 


■ 
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J.  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (at  Bath). 

London,  Oct.  18th,  1755. 

T  am  this  clay  come  to  Town  to  give  directions  about  Airing  Leicester  House  as  it  has  been 
all  white  washed  it  will  be  necessary  that  it  shd  be  more  &  longer  Aired.  Therefore  have  ordered 
Them  to  begin  directly.  Her  Royal  HigS  removes  this  day  fortnight  ”...  .everything  going  on  in 
its  usual  method.  Her  Roy1  Higs  has  had  a  slight  cold  but  is  now  very  well.  Mr.  Boon  has  not 
been  to  Kew  &  I  don  t  believe  he  now  will,  Sr  George  was  there  this  day  &  desired  his  comps  to  vou. 

Greening  has  taken  possession  of  the  gardens  &  Dilman  is  no  more  thought  of. 


Ethelred,  Lady  C'ust,  to  Anne,  Lady  Cust. 


Madam. 


Sept.  16,  1755. 


I  shou  d  have  given  myself  this  Pleasure  of  writing  to  vour  Ladyship  sooner  to  return 
you  my  best  Thanks  for  ye  great  Conveniencies  we  meet  with  in  your  House  in  Arlington  Street 
but  as  Sr  John  &  my  Brother  Perry  have  both  wrote  every  Post  sim-e  we  came  to  Town  I  thought 
it  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble  your  Ladyship  at  ye  same  time.  We  found  your  Ladyship’s  House 
extremely  neat  &  in  very  good  order.  Mrs.  Wade  had  got  all  \-e  Rooms  &  Beds  very  well  aird  but 
I  was  concern’d  to  make  use  of  ye  best  Damask  Bed  &  wou’d  fain  have  gone  up  higher  ye  second 
night  but  Mrs.  W  ade  wou’d  not  permit  me  having  as  she  said  rec'd  your  express  Directions  to  lay 
me  in  ^hat  Bed.  I  am  sure  I  am  extremely  oblig’d  to  your  Ladyship  for  your  great  care  of  me  but 
1  wou  d  have  done  very  well  to  have  gone  up  two  pair  of  stairs.  V  John  reed  your  Ladyship’s  Kind 
Letter  yesterday  for  which  he  desires  me  to  return  you  his  best  Thanks.  We  are  very  glad  to  find  bv 
it  that  we  shall  have  ye  Pleasure  of  my  sisters  Dolly’s  Company  I  wish  very  much  to  make  it  agrea-ble 
o  er  but  am  afraid  she  will  find  it  dull  at  Holt.  I  have  some  distant  Hopes  of  having  my  Brother 
&  Sister  Vernon  with  us.  He  has  been  advisd  to  try  Bath  &  seem'd  desirous  of  going  but  was  afraid 
he  cou  d  not  because  he  expected  his  Father  ye  middle  of  October.  I  have  seen  ye  Commissioner 
since  I  came  to  Town  &  he  will  not  be  at  Thurlowe  till  ye  latter  end  of  October  or  beginning  of 
November  so  that  I  have  wrote  my  sister  word  that  I  think  she  will  have  time  to  spend  a  month 
there  &  return  before  ye  Commissioner  goes  into  Suffolk  &  shall  have  her  answer  to  morrow. 

Mrs  Newton  has  been  very  kind  to  us  since  we  came  to  Town.  She  lets  us  have  ye  Pleasure 
o  seeing  her  almost  every  day  &  thank  God  seems  much  better  in  her  Health  than  when  she  left 
on  on  in  j,  spring.  She  made  many  kind  inquiries  after  your  Ladyship  &  ye  rest  of  our  Lincolnshire 
friends  &  very  Happy  with  ye  Account  we  gave  her  of  them.  She  has  been  much  disturb’d  with 
workmen  all  this  summer  but  has  at  last  got  rid  of  them.  I  wish  we  cou'd  say  ye  same  in  Marl¬ 
borough  Street  but  our  House  is  at  present  so  full  of  them  that  we  shou’d  have  been  very  much 
at  a  Loss  without  your  Ladyship’s  kindness  in  letting  us  make  use. of  your  House  here.  But  I  hope 
we  shall  have  a  neat,  comfortable  Place,  when  we  come  to  Town.  I  must  begg  Leave  to  repeat 
my  Thanks  to  your  Ladyship  &  hope  you  will  believe  me  to  be 

Madam, 

Your  Ladyship’s  most  Dutyful 
&  affectionate  Daughter 

Ethelred  Cust. 

John  J°yns  with  me  in  Duty  to  your  Ladyship  &  Love  to  my  Brothers  &  Sisters  & 
my  little  Girls  who  Thank  God  both  hold  very  well  desire  their  Duty. 

London.  Sept.  ye  16/1755. 


Lord  Bathurst  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sr 

I  recd  yr  obliging  lr  yesterday  with  great  satisfaction,  w^h  flatters  me  with  ve  hopes  of 
seeing  y«  here  on  Wednesday  next.  Since  yo  forbid  it  I  will  not  send  mv  Post  Chaise  for  vu  but 
yu  will  find  a  serv*  of  mine  at  ye  White  Hart  in  Sodbury  who  will  bring  yu  thro  my  Grounds  from 
thence  is  less  than  an  Hour  &  half  you  may  very  well  gett  to  Sodbury  in  five  hours  so  that  if  yu  sett 
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out  after  eight  y°  may  he  here  before  three  wcb  is  my  usual  hour  of  dining,  but  I  can  stay  an  hour 
longer  for  yu  with1  ye  least  inconvenience. 

You  will  find  Coll  :  Urmston  here.  &  yr  friend  Fortroy  who  are  both  in  great  joy  at  ye  hopes 
of  seeing  yu  expecting  to  be  fill'd  with  Bath  news,  having  been  kept  fasting  for  some  time  here.  I 
wall  detain  y°  no  longer  but  to  assure  y°  that  I  am  with  true  esteem  &  regard, 

Yr  most  obedient 

faithfull  humble  serv1 

Cirencester.  Bathurst. 

Oct.  18,  1755. 


F[rancis]  C[ust]  (1755). 

I’m  afraid  you’ll  think  I  give  an  unreasonable  Load  to  the-  Mail  with  ye  enclosed  Letter,  but  as 
we  have  been  in  a  monstrous  state  of  Hurry  and  Dissipation  to  Bay  by  ye  Intervention  of  Miss  Blomer 
&  ye  Capt.  &  with  them  Mr.  Brudenell  ye  member  for  Rutland  (who  by  the  By  enquires  much  after 
Doll  &  was  disappointed  at  not  seeing  her  here,  &  who  is  also  a  very  favourite  Toast  of  Capt.  Blomeir), 
wctl  together  with  some  troublsome  Business  for  ye  approaching  Sessions  has  sacrificed  this  day.  .  .  . 

Belton.  Oct.  6,  1755. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


My  Dr  Sr  John, 


London.  Octob.  21,  1755. 


I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  yr  kind  Letter  acquainting  me  with  yr  Conversations 
held  upon  my  Conduct  in  ye  Part  of  ye  wTorld  here  you  now  are — -The  Partiality  wch  we  have  to  our¬ 
selves,  &  ye  Biase  of  our  own  Inclinations  so  often  mislead  us  all  that  it  is  happy  to  be  well  informed 
of  ye  sentiments  of  others,  and  of  ye  world  in  general  concerning  ourselves,  for  we  are  sure  in  them 
to  find  neither  Biass  nor  Partiality  in  our  Favour — For  this  Reason  I  have  ever  heard  the  Ill  man¬ 
kind  may  at  any  Time  have  said  of  me  without  uneasiness,  because  (tho  unjust  I  hope  in  most 
Instances)  yet  it  has  brought  advantage  with  it  to  me  in  all — And  tho  I  shall  never  be  insensible 
of  ye  Admonition,  yet  I  am  callous  to  the  smart  of  ye  Reflections  wctl  Ignorance  &  Malice  are  con¬ 
tinually  making  upon  those  who  happen  thro  any  Circumstances  to  stand  forward  in  ye  Publick 
view. 

You  may  tell  Potter  that  he  has  been  misinformed — -that  I  am  not  Chancellor  of  ye  Exchequer, 
nor  do  I  intend  to  be — That  I  have  declined  all  Employments  at  this  Time — And  for  this  Reason 
(not  that  I  have  ambition  to  attain,  or  desire  to  compass,  any  one  Scituation  or  advantage  in  ye 
world,  more  than  I  believe  to  be  now  in  my  Power,  if  I  would  accept,  but)  that  by  ye  advancement 
of  Fox,  a  Decision  is  made,  so  opposite  to  those  Connexions  in  wch  you  and  I  have  long  engaged, 
&  certainly  so  insulting,  &  so  distastefull  to  those  for  whom  I  must  have  an  Eternal  Regard,  that 
{tho  void  as  you  know  me  to  be  above  all  other  men)  of  any  personal  Prejudices  or  aversions,  my 
Honour  will  not  suffer  me  to  Engage — Another  Reason  is  because  in  opinion  and  in  conscience 
I  cannot  be  against  the  Subsidies  wrCl1  unfortunately  as  I  think  (and  can  explain  to  you  better  here¬ 
after)  Potter  &  his  Friends  &  Sir  Geo.  Lea  have  violently  declared  against  so  that  in  that  point, 
there  are  Vestigia  Nvlla  retrorsum.  I  know  how  unpopular  this  Measure  will  be  made,  and  there¬ 
fore,  I  will  not  put  myself  into  a  scituation,  wch  should  enable  any  man  to  insinuate,  that  I  had 
any  other  motive  for  taking  that  part,  than  my  real  Judgment  of  ye  Rectitude  and  Necessity  of  the 
Thing. 

Were  it  not  for  this  and  other  untoward  Circumstances  I  should  have  been  willing  to  have 
entered  into  office  at  this  Time — because  many  Publick  and  many  private  Reasons  wd  have  made 
it  eligible  to  me.  I  think  the  National  affairs  want  the  help  of  plain  and  honest  men  of  wch  Number 
I  mean  to  be,  &  I  might  have  had  some  degree  of  Influence  in  Regard  to  the  Spirit,  the  Steadiness, 
&  y6  Moderation  of  Measures  at  least  I  had  some  chance  for  it,  as  likewise  to  have  aided  towards 
ye  advancement  of  some,  &  Reconciliation  or  Good  Temper  of  others,  who  mean  well,  and  w11  have 
been  usefull  to  ye  Publick — and  as  to  my  own  particular,  I  am  wearied  with  Misconstruction,  & 
Misrepresentation  with  ye  precarious  state  of  sustaining  allways  ye  same  Degree  of  Credit  (what- 


' 


, 

* 


158 


RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY. 


ever  that  may  be)  in  the  part  that  I  have  taken,  &  fearfull  with  Reason  every  hour,  of  being  driven 
or  hurried  out  of  my  own  Biass  by  ye  Impetuosity,  &  warmer  Imaginations  of  other  men — But 
the  Faults  of  some,  the  mistakes  of  others,  &  the  Perplexity  of  ye  Times  make  it  still  the  least  Evil 
to  remain  as  I  am,  tho  I  am  well  aware  that  I  shall  find  that  an  Evil  and  a  great  one  too. 

The  Negotiations  with  me  and  others  carried  with  them  those  circumstances,  wd  render  it  im¬ 
possible  thereby  to  know  whether  they  were  sincere  or  nob — Symptoms  occurred  that  gave  sus¬ 
picions  on  one  hand,  or  ve  other — -What  was  not  right  therefore  in  this  Transaction  became  extremely 
difficult  to  assign  to  any  positive  or  certain  Cause — It  might  be  fluctuation  between  sincerity  & 
jealousy  from  Time  to  Time,  as  either  of  these  Humours  might  predominate — Both  these  Qualities 
might  operate  at  ye  same  Time  in  ye  different  Minds  of  a  Junto  who  might  be  consulted  upon  ve 
occasion,  &  might  counteract  each  other — It  might  be  real  Impotence  to  do  all  they  wished  to 
perform.  Therefore  as  to  ye  admission  of  Fox,  which  upon  ye  assigned  Reason,  others  would  not 
come  in  to  do  the  King's  Business,  it  remains  even  yet  a  doubt  with  me  (acquainted  as  I  am  with 
y6  whole  of  what  has  passed)  whether  the  Events  wch  led  to  his  being  placed  where  he  now  is,  sprung 
from  Necessity,  or  Secret  Choice.  .  .  .But  one  thing  I  know,  that  on  ye  Part  of  some  of  us,  some 
errors  have  been  committed  too,  for  whether  those  we  dealt  with  were  sincere  or  not,  if  a  premature 
violence  upon  this  subsidiary  measure  had  not  carried  some  of  us  too  far,  that  could  not  have  been 
made  a  pretence,  and  in  that  case  they  wd  have  been  much  embarrassed  to  justifie  or  colour  wht 
they  have  done — And  no  Insincerity  or  ill  usage  could  have  hurt  us  much,  if  many  of  us  hd  come 
in  together — Nor  would  our  Power  of  Resenting  ye  deceit  or  any  Ill  Usage  afterwards  have  been 
less  than  now- — But  this  being  ye  case — I  should  be  mad  to  come  in  alone. 

Yet  what  has  been  done  is  a  measure  so  forced,  so  unnatural,  and  so  disliked  by  such  Numbers, 
such  Individuals,  and  such  bodys  of  men  ;  is  so  contrarient  to  Great  Connexions,  &  great  Conjunc¬ 
tures  wch  either  do  now,  or  in  a  Course  of  Nature  must  exist,  that  I  think  it  a  state  too  violent  to 
last — And  either  it  will  come  to  be  reversed  even  before  it  is  complete,  wcb  I  shd  not  still  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  see — or  at  least  prove  itself  very  soon  intolerable,  and  impracticable  too. 

You  see  that  I  write  without  Reserve — and  even  -without  any  Concern  if  my  Letter  shd  be  opend, 
as  it  is  supposed  most  are  now,  when  a  man  acts  upon  no  other  Principles  than  those  of  Honesty 
&  Honour  He  is  not  afraid  that  his  Reasons  should  be  known  as  to  yrself,  from  you,  none  were 
ever  concealed  by 

Yr  faithful  humble  serv* 

Egmont. 

P.S. — In  addition  to  all  other  Confusion  we  begin  at  last  (as  much  as  I  have  been  ridiculed  for 
my  Political  foresight  alone  this  twelvemonth)  seriously  to  expect  an  Invasion  with  a  very  formid¬ 
able  Force — and  ye  French  by  ye  safe  Return  of  all  their  shipes  have  now  a  fleet  near  40  great 
ships  at  Brest  &  Rochfort — besides  15  or  16  wcd  will  be  ready  soon  at  Toulon. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London,  April  6,  1756. 

The  King  was  ill  for  about  a  week  with  an  aguish  disorder  wch  gave  a  good  deal  of  alarm.  But 
ye  Bark  &  a  good  Constitution,  wch  shed  it  self  in  a  breaking  at  about  ye  month  has  brought  him 
through  his  Disorder.  By  what  I  can  understand  he  is  now  in  a  manner  perfectly  recoverd — 

Wht  you  observe  upon  ye  conduct  of  certain  People  is  very  just  ;  it  must  in  the  long  run  pro¬ 
duce  disagreeable  consequences — But  in  truth  ye  conduct  of  all  Denominations  of  Men  and  all 
Parties  is  such,  that  he  who  really  means  well,  &  who  has  understanding  enough  to  know  what  is 
wrong  and  right  for  the  Publick  &  who  wishes  to  maintain  ye  character  of  a  Honest  man  must  find 
it  impossible  to  maintain  any  other  character  than  that,  and  very,  very,  difficult  (tho  he  aims  at  no 
other)  to  be  allowed  even  that. 

In  this  sad  state  of  things  and  men — whom  with  respect  to  the  first  all  our  Interests  seem  to 
be  irrevocably  shatterd,  and  with  respect  to  ye  latter  I  am  unable  perfectly  to  understand  what 
any  of  them  mean,  and  less  able  in  my  Judgment  to  act  with  any  of  them  in  these  Things  that  I 
know  they  do  mean — I  have  for  ye  present  set  up  my  rest  in  the  Innocent  satisfaction  of  a  private 
Life,  with  the  affection  of  my  own  Family,  &  the  good  will  of  a  few  sincere  Friends — among  whom 
I  have  reason  to  consider  none  more  so  than  yrself.  I  am  confident  that  you  look  upon  me  in  ye 
same  Light .... 
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Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London,  Novr  4th,  1756.  Thursday. 

I  wish  I  were  able  in  Prudence  to  communicate  to  you  by  Letter,  wht  I  know  in  Regard  to  the 
Transactions  wch  have  passed  and  are  now  carrying  on  with  Relation  to  ye  subject  you  mention. 
But  I  have  convincing  Proofs,  &  very  late,  that  the  Post  is  not  to  be  trusted,  for  wch  reason  you 
will  excuse  not  entering  into  that  matter  in  any  way  that  can  be  satisfactory  to  you.  Tho  I  cannot 
forbear  just  giving  you  light  into  a  few  particulars.  Upon  Mr.  Fox’s  Resignation  about  3  weeks 
ago  every  thing  fell  into  confusion — The  supposition  that  this  was  intended  by  him  to  give  himself 
into  ye  supreme  direction,  &  to  force  out  ye  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  so  much  resented  that  it  brought 
on  a  negotiation  with  Mr.  Pit — so  little  satisfaction  was  received  in  consequence  of  those  overtures 
that  an  agreement  between  him  and  Fox  was  suspected — wcil  encreased  both  ye  disgust  &  appre¬ 
hension.  They  then  thought  proper  to  call  upon  me,  with  offers  so  considerable  both  in  respect 
to  Power  &  anticipations  in  all  kinds  that  there  was  nothing  left  for  me  to  wish  or  to  desire,  had 
I  entertained  an  ambition  as  unbounded  as  any  man  ever  Nourished,  or  as  I  have  been  heretofore 
accused  of  by  those  who  have  ever  hated  me  without  a  Cause,  and  abused  me  without  foundations. 
How  I  acted  upon  this  occasion  I  must  forbear  to  mention  now  minutely.  But  in  general  I  may 
tell  you  that  finding  no  support  wch  could  have  been  sufficient  unless  I  had  acted  a  base  Part  by 
those  who  desired  to  advance  me,  &  knowing  that  the  affairs  of  ve  Publick  must  have  been  more 
distracted  by  ye  joint  Resentment  of  all  who  wd  have  been  disappointed,  I  excused  myself  from 
taking  ye  -whole  upon  me  in  ye  House  of  Commons  with  Reasons  not  only  so  strong,  but  deliverd 
with  so  much  Respect,  that  I  think  my  Refusal  has  not  been  construed  into  a  matter  of  offence 
—when  it  was  found  that  no  support  was  to  be  procured  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Duke  of  N. 
determined  to  resign,  wch  it  is  said  that  y*  Chancellor  intends  to  do  with  him,  tho  neither  have 
actually  done  it  yet,  as  neither  their  successors,  nor  the  future  Plan  are  yet  entirely  settled. 

The  Negotiations  since  Tuesday  sennight  (when  I  gave  my  answer)  have  been  confined  to  two 
-  only  viz.  Fox  &  Pit — Fox  has  neither  courage  nor  strength  to  undertake  it,  after  &  I  think  so — 
and  I  believe  avoids  it  as  much  as  possible  he  can,  designing  however  to  keep  some  great  pecuniary 
employment  upon  which  Terms  I  am  informed  that  he  has  offer’d  to  act  under  Pit — But  Pit’s 
demands  have  been  so  great,  &  his  Points  so  difficult,  that  Fox  has  been  mor  then  once  very  near 
forced  by  his  Friends  to  run  ye  Risque,  &  if  he  shd  be  thus  compelled  he  wd  undoubtedly  be  supported 
with  all  ye  weight  of  Power  wch  for  a  time  must  create  dreadfull  confusion,  but  would  end  in  his 
Ruin  at  last. 

If  Pitt  therefore  relaxes  a  little  as  I  conjecture  that  he  will  do,  the  decision  will  be  made  in  y e 
favour  of  him  and  his  Friends,  of  wch  Number  I  wish  all  mine  were  also,  and  forsee  clearly,  that 
they  who  are  not,  have  little  to  expect  in  politicks  for  some  time  (&  God  only  knows  how  long)  to 
come. 

You  know  ye  true  ground  of  things  so  well,  as  evidently  to  perceive  the  Natural  weight  wcd 
has  depressed  those  who  are  depressed  &  raised  those  who  are  or  will  be  raised  :  without  looking 
into  the  conduct  of  ye  Friends  for  any  errors  in  them  that  might  account  for  these  Revolutions.  I 
hope  therefore  ever  to  continue  in  your  opinion  (whatever  may  be  Issue  of  the  affairs)  not  less  an 
honest  man  or  less 

yr  faithfull  Friend 

Egmont. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


May  7,  1756. 


We  have  proceeded  to-day  upon  ye  Committee  &  are  to  meet  again  on  Monday.  Touchet  & 
Basnet  answer'd  ye  Questions  propos’d  by  Beckford  &  then  they  went  into  an  Examination  of  ye 
African  trade  wcd  took  up  almost  ye  whole  day,  they  afterwards  examind  me  touching  Roberts  s 
•demand  to  inspect  our  Books,  &  upon  the  Charges  of  management.  Ld  George  attended  again  & 
Sr  Nich8  Bayley  was  there  notwithstanding  his  promise  to  you.  Pray  tell  the  Serjeant  I  have  not 
heard  from  French.  I  think  myself  much  oblig’d  to  you  for  your  coming  to  Town  &  I  think  ye 
Loss  of  you  was  sensibly  felt  to  day  for  Beckford  has  nobody  to  keep  him  in  order ....  I  don  t  doubt 
but  B - d’s  scheme  is  to  get  an  alteration  in  ye  Act  but  I  hope  we  shall  defeat  him.  . .  . 


May  10,  1756. 

We  have  had  another  Committee  today  in  wch  nothing  material  has  pass'd.  I  was  exainin  d 
as  to  y®  Charges  wch  Beckf.  alledges  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  ye  £800  charges  of  management  wch 
I  shewd  plainly  to  y®  Committee  ought  to  be  charged  to  ye  Publick  :  the  rest  of  ye  day  was  taken 
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up  in  examining  the  Cursitor  Baron  who  made  a  very  foolish  figure.  .  .  .1  hope  you  keep  your  Reso¬ 
lution  of  going  on  fryday  to  Bristol  I  think  will  be  very  proper.  Cooper  will  introduce  you 
to  dinner  at  ye  Club  upon  ye  Downs  where  you  will  have  a  very  good  opportunity  of  abusing  B  d  , 
but  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  say  nothing  of  Nugent,  for  fear  you  shou’d  get  into  Comp3  with  some 
of  the  other  party.  .  .  . 


21  May  1756. 

I  can  with  pleasure  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Sandvs  prepard  His  report  sooner  than  \ve  imagind 
&  read  it  to-day  at  ye  Committee  where  it  was  approv'd  of  without  any  opposition  &  as  it  is  very 
much  in  our  favour  the  affair  is  happily  ended  for  us  &  B  d  has  made  a  very  foolish  figure  , 
it  is  to  be  debated  on  Tuesday  in  ye  Committee  but  as  no  Strangers  can  be  admitted  I  cannot  give 
you. the  Account  of  what  passes.  .  .  . 


Sib  George  Lee  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


S*  James’s  Square. 

June  17th,  1756. 


Dear  Sir 

I  have  delivered  your  Message  to  Her  Royal  Highness,  who  commanded  me  to  acquaint 
you  that  she  does  not  expect  you  at  Kew  next  month,  and  desires  you  will  stay  in  the  country  as 
long  as  it  is  convenient  and  agreeable  to  you.  I  went  last  Tuesday  to  Kew  to  Dinner,  to  know 
if  H.R.H.  had  any  Commands,  She  told  me  her  Table  &  everything  was  to  her  mind,  but  she  gave 
orders  for  an  allowance  of  Coals  &  Candles  to  Mr.  Duval  a  Clergyman,  the  son  of  the  Physitian, 
who  is  come  to  reside  at  Kew  to  teach  the  young  Princes  French  &  Latin. 

I  hope  you  have  had  no  return  of  the  gout,  and  had  a  good  journey  to  Grantham,  I  just  crawl 

about  my  necessary  business,  but  am  still  excessively  Lame.  _ 

There  are  no  advices  yet  from  the  Mediterranean,  nor  any  news  in  Town.  I  am  with  real  esteem 

&  respect, 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

Geo.  Lee. 


J.  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir 

By  the  York  Coach  on  Monday  next  I  shall  send  you  the  Creditor  which  is  ab1  £70.0.0. 
less  than  last  year,  owing  to  y«  Princess  being  in  town  this  May,  &  in  y®  country  last.  Miss  Good- 
rick  who  succeeds  Miss  Powers  now  Mrs.  Bloodworth  desired  me  to  give  her  orders  for  a  tea  kettle 
&  Lamp,  I  do  not  find  that  either  Miss  Powders,  Mrs.  Dance,  or  Mrs.  Doshire  ever  had  anything 
at  all  since  I  came  in  &  if  once  any  one  of  them  gets  anything  they  all  will  be  wanting  everything, 
therefore  I  told  her  I  coud  not  do  it  without  mentioning  it  to  ye  officers— she  says  she  is  sure  it  is 

usual _ I  assurd  her  since  I  came  in  to  ve  contrary  but  y*  I  would  ask  you,  if  you  ever  remembered 

it.  Wm  Holmes  says  he  does  not.  I  shall  wait  on  Sr  George  on  Moitday  who  when  he  was  at  Kew 
ye  other  day  desired  me  to  acquaint  you  he  had  spoke  to  Her  Roy1  Higs  who  said  you  was  very 
welcome  to  stay  in  ye  country  as  usual  next  month.  Every  Body  says  the  Prince  s  Household  is 
to  be  setled  &  I  hear  He  is  to  go  to  Kensington  &  have  forty  thousd  a  year  allowd  him  ;  there  is  a 
report  in  ye  City  today  which  there  gains  credit,  yt  Bing  has  landed  a  thousd  men  at  Minorca  & 
beat  ye  french,  this  comes  by  ship  news,  &  I  fear  is  not  true — -tho  everybody  agrees  He  has  not 
been  at  Gibralter  since  as  there  is  more  yn  one  or  two  ships  arrivd  from  thence  a  fortnight  after  he 
left  ye  place.  I  escorted  my  Girl  as  far  as  Colchester  &  then  returned  &  I  fancy  in  about  a  week 
or  ten  days  I  shall  go  down  to  Ipswich  &  bring  her  up  when  everything  will  be  concluded  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  beg  my  comp8  to  the  Ladies  I  wish  you  good  sport  at  ye  Races,  &  am  dr  Sir 

Your  most  obligd  obed1  serv1 

J.  Secker. 


Saturday  ye  19th,  1756. 
(June). 


. 
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Francis  Cust  to  Anne,  Lady  Cust. 


(1756.) 


Dear  Mad"1 

I  don’t  remember  to  have  ever  wrote  any  Lett*-  at  all.  much  less  one  from  Oxford  (wch 
I  suppose  is  mistaken  for  Bath)  that  cd  entitle  me  to  so  agreeable  <S:  unexpected  a  Return  as  I  had 
from  your  LaP's  very  kind  Letter  yesterday.  I  had  heard  the  Post  before  from  Dr.  Baker  that  he 
had  distress'd  himself  by  managing  his  matters  so  ill.  as  let  you  all  slip  thro’  Stamford  when  he 
was  not  there.  &  I  was  likewise  very  much  obliged  to  Miss  Lucy  for  giving  me  Notice  by  that  Post 
of  your  safe  arrival  at  Belton,  especially  as  I  hail  given  her  a  Dance  that  I  thought  she  wd  not  thank 
me  for  ;  but  still  it  was  a  very  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  receive  so  good  an  account  from  your  LaP 
of  your  Journey.  We  were  solicitous  to  hear  this,  as  we  had  the  misfortune  not  only  to  see  so  little 
of  your  LaP  the  last  morning  but  to  see  you  too  much  fatigued  for  the  Beginning  of  a  Journey.  The 
three  Brothers  left  behind  think  they  stand  clear  of  any  charges  for  not  writing  on  SatF  Night  first, 
because  they  had  nothing  at  all  to  advance,  &  therefore  waited  for  Tidings  from  Belton  wch  is  become 
ye  great  Mart  of  Intelligence  now,  &  secondly,  because  not  one  of  em  was  in  Town  nor  in  ye  way 
to  write.  We  all  set  out  on  Saturday  morning  in  ve  Stratford  Stage  Coach,  &  walked  from  there 
to  Wanstead  where  we  spent  two  very  pleasant  Days  &:  indulged  ourselves  very  much  in  tra\  ersing 
over  ye  Precincts  of  Low  Layton,  &  observing  what  sweet  weather  you  all  had  for  travelling.  Scatus 
is  going  to  Oxford  this  week,  &  the  Terms  coming  in  to  morrow  made  us  take  this  only  opportunity 
we  ccl  have  of  keeping  two  days  together,  &  we  intended  to  have  gone  to  Layton  Church  on  Sunday, 
but  ye  weather  kept  us  in  Mr.  Goodere’s  Parish,  who  encpiired  very  much  after  all  at  Belton.  The 
Bladen  Family,  &  with  them  ye  celebrated  Miss  Harriett,  are  now  in  Sr  John  Strange  s  House.  We 
all  dined  together  at  Aldgate  yesterday,  &  took  our  Leave  of  Scatus,  who  set  out  this  morning  for 
Oxford  from  Arlington  Street,  having  first  paid  his  Compliments  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Best.  To  Day  the 

Alderman  &  I  dined  with  Mr.  John  Moore  in  Spittle  Fields - W'e  wanted  Miss  Lucy  with  us  as 

we  spent  a  great  Deal  of  Time  in  seeing  ye  manufacture  of  silks,  Sattins,  velvets,  &  many  had  some 
gold  &  silver  stuffs  for  Ladies  gowns,  of  very  pretty  Patterns  in  the  Looms,  wch  were  too  much 

crowded  with  silk  that  was  making  into  broad  stripes - 1  doubt  the  Alderman  &  I  cant  often 

have  a  meeting,  but  we  hope  to  hear  as  much  as  we  can  of  absent  Friends,  &  particularly  that  your 
LaP  has  by  this  Time  had  a  happy  meeting  with  Sr  John  &  his  Family,  who,  we  expect,  reach 
Grantham'' some  Time  to  day,  I  beg  your  LaP  will  tell  him  thkt  he  forgot  to  let  me  have  the  Measure 
of  his  Hat,  tho’  he  does  not  expect  me  to  tell  him  yet  why  I  want  it.  .  .  .There  is  a  variety  of  un¬ 
certain  &  contradictory  Reports  about  public  affairs,  but  nothing  to  be  depended  on  :  The  last 
prevailing  Rumours  are  that  there  has  been  a  second  engagem*  in  ye  Mediterranean,  but  I  can  t 
learn  any  such  accounts  as  can  satisfy  a  Sir  Gregory.  W'e  have  Hopes  that  Things  are  not  so  bad 
at  Minorca,  as  they  have  been  represented,  but  these  Hopes  are  almost  counterbalanced  by  the 
Fears  wch  ye  Ministry  is  in  for  Jersey  &  Guernsey.  .  .  .1  am  disappointed  in  Mr.  Clarke  s  Reception 
of  his  Daughter’s  Picture  &  in  not  hearing  from  Mr.  Easton  an  Acc1  he  said  he  wd  give  me  of  ye 
Chief  Justice's  Funeral  at  Grantham.  There  is  a  very  scurrilous  &  Libellous  Epitaph  upon  him 
handed  about  in  Manuscript. 


(Mid:  Term:  June  17.) 


(1756.) 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  John 

I  went  with  my  Mother  yesterday  to  a  Rout  at  L(1  W'iddrington’s  at  Turnham  Green  vc 
prevented  me  from  acquainting  you  that  the  Committee  met  in  ye  morning  upon  ye  African  papers 
&  we  deliver'd  in  a  complete  answer  to  all  Roberts’s  charges  wch  has  closed  the  whole  Examination 
&  we  are  to  have  a  report  wch  is  to  be  prepard  and  read  on  Monday  :  then  it  is  we  shall  want  your 
assistance  &  therefore  I  wou’d  propose  to  you  to  take  ye  trouble  of  coming  a  2  time  :  as  y  time 
approaches  so  near  to  your  leaving  Bath  it  can  be  no  detriment  as  to  ye  Waters  &  as  Miss  Jenny 
&  myself  intend  to  meet  my  sister  at  Oxford  you  may  accompany  us  thither  in  ye  Oxford  Machine 
but  you  will  please  to  understand  that  as  I  am  a  Stranger  to  yr  engagements  you  may  have  upon 
your  hands,  &  the  Difficultys  &  distresses  such  a  journey  may  put  you  to,  I  only  offer  it  to  be  under¬ 
taken  or  not  as  it  may  suit  your  convenience.  Ch.  T.  has  been  strong  with  us  these  2  last  times  & 
at  every  committee  we  cou’d  have  beat  B.  2  to  1  upon  any  Question.  We  have  now  wrote  out 
Roberts’s  charges  on  one  side  of  a  sheet  of  Paper  &  our  answers  on  y«  other  w<*  contains  a  bnet 
of  ye  whole  &  we  have  deliver’d  Copy  to  all  our  friends  that  are  Speakers  upon  this  occasion,  ion 

will  be  pleas’d  to  hear,  we  heard  B - d  upon  a  question  ye  other  day  ;  the  Occasion  of  it  was  this  ; 

he  wanted  in  order  to  postpone  matters  to  take  into  Consideration  the  state  of  ye  Forts,  &  y  tom- 

Y 
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mittee  being  of  opinion  it  did  not  come  properly  before  them  he  said  he  wou’d  move  ye  House  to  bring 
it  before  them  wch  he  accordingly  did  but  it  was  carried  against  him  by  so  large  a  majority  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  divide.  Since  I  wrote  so  far  I  have  reed  yours  &  Dicks  Letter.  [  clout  think 
it  material  for  you  to  take  a  Journey  to  Bristol  if  you  think  of  coming  to  Town,  to  enable  you  to 
do  ye  latter  I  senu  you  inclos’d  Bank  Notes  value  £4C.  There  is  no  certain  acct  yet  from  Port- 
mahon  or  I  w o u d  have  sent  if  you.  To-day  \\  arr  was  proclaiin  d  inclos'd  is  y®  Proclamation. 

May  12. 


Francis  Oust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Mid-Term.  June  26,  17o6.) 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  Lett1-,  vvch  I  did  not  expect  last  Post,  nor  was  disappointed  at  not 
receiving  ye  Post  before,  for  I  know  by  sufficient  experience  how  inconvenient  to  you  the  Business 
of  Letter  writing  must  be.  I  was  of  Mr .  Nairne  s  opinion  at  Bath  that  vvre  wanted  a  little  Time 
more  to  throw  away,  &  I  think  your  situation  at  Grantham  must  be  such  till  towards  ye  end  of  ye 
summer,  before  wed  Time  I  don  t  see  how  either  you  yourself  will  be  cool,  or  your  study  sans  Litter. 
I  shd  not  have  waited  for  your  Lett1-  if  I  had  any  Thing  to  have  said  to  you  or  mv  sister,  further 
than  enquiring  after  vour  arrival  wch  I  expected  to  hear  without  asking  you  particularly  about  it. 
&  indeed  I  heard  from  \  ivian  that  you  were  all  safe  &  vegete  in  ye  morning  near  Stilton.  If  I  cd 
have  sent  any  extraordinary  Gazette  or  satisfactory  AcUs  of  Minorca  vou  vvd  certainly  have  heard 
from  me,  &  I  hoped  much  to  send  you  very  good  news  by  Thursday's  Post,  but  was  so  much  dis- 
appointed  in  ye  evening  of  that  Day  that  the  best  accounts  that  cd  be  sent  were  what  I  cave  to 
Cussy  in  my  Lett1-  to  her.  The  Papers  this  morning  will  have  told  you  ye  News  wch  was  universally 
believed  on  Wednesday  &  ye  account  by  authority  was.  every  moment  expected  very  impatiently, 
but  when  Bynge  s  Lettrs  arrived  we  were  all  brought  back  where  we  were  when  you  left  us.  As 
it  s  now  an  established  tact  that  B.  is  got  back  to  ve  Place  from  whence  he  came,  it  seems  to  be 
desired  that  he  may  go  from  thence  to  ye  Place  of  Execution.  Ch.  Townshend  told  me  yesterday 
that  he  had  seen  Bvnge’s  Letter  by  wch  he  says  that  he  called  a  Council  of  War,  &  that  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  em  all  that  it  being  impracticable  to  relieve  ye  garrison  it  was  thought  prudent 
to  return  to  Gibraltar  in  order  to  preserve  that  Place — that  accordingly  they  set  sail  the  29th. 
Upon  ye  whole  the  utmost  that  we  can  boast  of  seems  to  be  a  drawn  Battle.  I  shall  however  wait 
for  this  Night  s  Gazette,  &  if  it  be  possible  to  get  one  in  Time  for  ye  Post,  I  shall  send  it  you  let  ye 
contents  be  what  they  will.  It’s  ye  general  opinion  that  the  French  are  in  Possession  of  ye  Harbour 
of  Mahon  still,  &  Blakeney  s  Behaviour  is  greatlv  extolled. 

As  to  ye  \  acancv  of  ye  great  Post  in  ve  Law,  the  News  at  Court  wras  last  Sunday,  &  understood 
as  ye  most  probable,  that  L(1  Edgecumbe  was  to  have  a  Pension — Murray  continue  AtD  Gen.  A: 
besides  to  be  made  C’hanc1  of  ye  Dutchv,  with  a  Promise  likewise  of  a  Peerage,  &  a  Teller’s  Place 

for  Ld  Stormont - The  Ch.  Baron  was  to  be  Ch.  Justice.  Sir  Rd  Lloyd  Ch.  "Baron  &  Ch.  Yorke 

Soil1  -Gen1  but  this  is  all  unsaid  again  by  Murray’s  Refusal  to  accept  these  Terms.  It's  now  agreed 
that  he  is  to  be  Ch.  Justice  &  a  Peer  &  to  go  the  Northern  Circuit  with  Bathurst,  so  that  you'll 
probably  either  give  him  a  Dinner  or  Venison  at  least.  As  ye  other  Chief  Just  :  goes  ye  Midland 
I  don  t  know  what  you  11  do  with  him,  but  I  think  you  won’t  like  to  let  him  dine  at  ve  Inn  at 
Grantham.  If  ye  Chief  Just  :  was  not  made  in  Time,  Serj*  Willes  was  to  have  gone  the  Northern 
Circuit  as  Judge.  He  told  me  with  some  sort  of  sneer  ve  other  Day  that  Grantham  was  still  open 
for  Sr  John  :  I  told  him  I  was  glad  of  it,  and  that  Hcirrowby  was  open  for  him.  You  don't  know 
perhaps  that  ve  Gallows  at  Carlisle  is  known  by  the  Name  of  Harrowby.  .  .  . 

I  have  now  got  you  a  Gazette,  &  procured  it  with  no  small  Pains  as  there’s  a  monstrous  demand 
for  ’em.  I  can  t  get  another  &  yet  I  want  one  for  Scatus,  who  begs  hard  for  ye  first  authentic 
Account,  &  I  want  another  for  Dr  Baker  to  whom  I  am  writing.  I  think  from  B’s  account  that 
we  are  fairly  beat.  . .  . 


J.  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  ye  26th,  A:  have  sent  for  the  Creditor  which  I  conclude  by 
this  is  in  Mr.  Godfery’s  possession.  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  concern  you  are  pleas'd 
to  take  in  my  affairs,  which  at  present  I  cannot  see  when  they  will  be  compleated.  Sr  George  Lee 
was  kind  enough  to  tell  me  the  other  day  yl  he  heard  from  you  Miss  J —  was  at  Ipswich,  A:  said  I 
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might  he  absent  from  Kew  when  I  pleas'd.  If  I  have  not  a  Letter  to  day  to  forbid  me  I  propose 
setting  forwards  for  that  place  to  morrow.  The  Gazett  I  make  no  doubt  will  have  given  you  as 
much  or  rather  more  satisfaction  about  that  scoundril  Bing  than  you  desire.  I  ha\e  heard  of 
Nobody  that  attempts  to  vindicate  him  crazy  of  his  associats,  ye  only  difference  yl  is  made  between 
ye  Land  and  Sea  officers  in  ye  Judgement  ot  all  L  hear  speak  of  it  is  that  \rt  former  ought  to  be  hanged 
for  fools  as  well  as  knaves  for  running  their  heads  into  a  Matter. 

Mr.  Boon  has  not  yet  layn  at  Kew  &  is  very  little  there  at  all.  Everything  goes  on  in  its  usual 
course.  I  beg  my  comps  to  ye  Ladies  &  am 

Sr  your  most  obligd  hum  :  serv1 

J.  Secker. 

London,  July  1,  1756. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Gust. 

Mid-Term,  July  6  (1756). 

I  recd  a  message  from  Savile  late  on  Sat^  Night  to  attend  him  early  on  Sunday  morning,  \vc^ 
I  was  a  good  Deal  unprepared  for  not  imagining  that  he  wcl  think  of  sending  for  any  of  us  ;  but 
however  I  obeyed  the  Summons  instanter  &  spent  some  Time  with  him  on  Sunday  morning.  He 
not  onlv  looked  extremely  well  in  Health,  but  better  likewise  in  Humour  than  I  ha\e  known  him 
of  some  vears.  He  was  quite  free  in  his  Behaviour  without  the  least  affectation  of  Ceremony,  & 
without  the  least  Disposition  to  Dispute.  Part  of  his  Business  was  Reid  &  the  Col  :  but  \e  greatest 
Part  was  his  own  Mortge,  in  wch  I  think  he  is  hard  pressed,  for  he  has  promised  to  raise  ve  money 
by  the  25th  of  this  month  &  he  seems  to  be  in  no  Readiness  for  that.  \\  e  are  doing  all  we  can  to 
get  it,  &  ye  Alderman  cd  help  him  to  it  by  the  Time  he  w'ants  it  at  ye  small  Premium  of  10  shills 
pr.  cent,  but  he  abuses  this,  &  says  ye  Aldm  is  like  my  dear  Sam  :  &  wants  Procuration  money  ;  & 
as  every  attempt  to  assist  him  is  thus  perverted  I  don’t  see  what  is  to  be  done.  Tou  will  however 
have  an  opportunity  soon  of  seeing  him  as  he  set  out  for  Hatley  yesterday  morning,  &  intends  to 
give  you  a  meeting  at  Folkingham  sessions  next  Monday.  He  wrants  you  to  go  back  with  him  that 
Night  as  far  as  Stamford,  &  ye  next  day  to  Huntingdon  Sessions  with  him,  for  ye  D.  of  Manchester 
wants  to  muster  up  all  his  forces  &  he  can't  have  a  Majority  without  you.  \ou  will  sa\  to  this 
that  you  art?  not  qualified,  but  Harris  sends  your  Dedimus  to  Mitchell  by  next  Thursday  s  Post, 
so  that  you  may  be  sworn  at  Stilton,  as  you  go  by.  .  .  .There  is  no  Ch.  Justice  &  Serj*  M  dies  goes 
the  Western  Circuit  as  Judge,  wch  will  leave  a  great  Opening  on  the  Midland  this  Time,  for  we  are 
to  be  at  Lincoln  ye  1st  of  Aug1  without  ye  SerjC  The  Ch.  Justice  Willes  &  Baron  Smythe  come  to 
Church  at  Grantham  on  Sunday  ye  1st  of  Aug1  &  I  believe  go  to  Lincoln  that  Night.  \\  llmot  had 
charge  ye  Western  Circuit,  but  there  being  some  very  considerable  causes  at  Durham  &  Lancaster, 
w^  two  Places  fall  to  the  Junior  Judge  &  complaints  having  been  made  of  ye  manner  of  aclmimstrmg 
Justice  in  ye  North,  Wilmot  has  been  desird  by  ye  Chance1-  to  go  the  Northern  Circuit,  &  he  &  Bat¬ 
hurst  will  probablv  dine  at  Grantham  on  Wednesday  the  3rd  of  August.  .  .  .  \  ou  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  by  your  Journey  to  Town  about  Africa,  going  to  Bristol,  etc.,  you  have  made  the  Alderman 
come  off  volitante  Fiy'ura.  He  was  chose  at  Bristol  last  Friday,  &  led  ye  van  with  \  greatest 
majority  upon  ye  Polls  tho’  there  were  not  less  than  five  or  six  nominated  ag*  him.  He  cd  not  have 
conceived  that  he  had  been  so  popular,  &  he  ascribes  it  all  to  you.  .  . . 


J.  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Sir 

As  Mr.  Godfrey  had  sent  once  or  twice  after  the  Creditor,  when  I  receiv’d  your  last  Letter 
I  ordered  ye  man  who  fetch’d  it  from  the  Inn  to  take  it  directly  to  Mr.  Godfreys,  which  I  did  to 
save  time  as  I  imagd  it  needless  to  have  it  brought  to  Kew,  tho  I  am  now  sorry  for  it,  as  I  find  you 
had  omitted  sighning  it,  which  has  only  occassioned  a  harangue  of  about  3  hours  between  Godfrey 
&  me  on  ye  regularity  of  business.  I  thought  I  shd  never  have  got  shut  on  him.  When  you  have 
sighnd  it  please  to  direct  immediately  to  them  Queen  Street,  Golden  Square.  I  have  s-poke  to 
Greening  2  or  3  times  before  ab*  ye  salads  &  mushrooms  :  ye  former  he  promises  to  sew'  next  winter, 
tho  :  Fallowfield  thinks  he’ll  not  be  able  in  regard  to  mushrooms.  I  am  afraid  he  cannot  serve  them. 
Nothing  material  has  happd  here  except  a  Quarrel  in  the  Kitchen  between  two  of  the  scullery  people 
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who  broke  one  anothers  Heads  with  Saucepans  for  which  I  have  suspended  them  both.  There 
is  no  talk  now  about  the  Princess  Household,  affairs  of  greater  Consequence  I  fancy  has  put  a  stop 
to  it  for  ye  present.  There  are  no  further  accounts  come  about  Bing  whom  everybody  wishes  may 
be  hanged. 

I  am  not  able  as  yet  to  ascertain  anything  of  my  own  affairs.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  your 
Gout  is  so  much  worse.  \  ou  have  armed  yourself  1  believe  with  ye  only  remedys  in  ye  world  for  it. 
I  hope  if  more  severe  it  is  ye  sooner  you  will  get  rid  of  it.  I  beg  my  respectful  comps  to  Lady  Cust 
&  ye  young  Ladies  & 

am  your  most  obligd  obed  hum.  serv1 

Kew.  July  10,  1756.  J.  Seckf.r. 

The  brother  &•  sister  who  are  at  present  with  me  send  their  comps  pray  don't  forget  to  send  ye 
leave  of  Creditors  by  ye  first  post  to  Godfrey  as  nobody  can  receive  their  money. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Anne,  Lady  Cust. 

Madam. 

After  enjoying  so  much  happiness  with  your  Ladyship’s  the  rest  of  my  Friends  a  Relations 
in  Lincolnshire,  I  can  t  omit  the  first  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  that  by  travelling  much  at 
our  ease  &  being  four  days  upon  the  Road  we  had  an  agreable  Journey  to  Town  where  we  arriv'd 
yesterday  about  three  o  clock.  The  weather  favour'd  us  as  much  as  we  could  expect  and  by  Rapping 
ourselves  warm  my  wife  and  I  came  the  whole  way  in  the  open  chaise  without  finding  >t  cold.  But 
I  can  t  help  lamenting  that  I  am  got  to  this  distance  from  vour  Ladyship  as  I’m  afraid  it  will  be 
so  long  before  we  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  again.  I  thought  it  particularly  unlucky  to  come 
away  at  this  Juncture  as  I  shou’d  have  been  extremely*  glad  of  an  occasion  to  have  taken  a  Ride 
or  two  to  Fulbeck.  \  our  Ladyship  may  easily  imagine  that  my  sisters  have  never  been  out  of 
my  thoughts  since  I  left  Them  and  I  heartily  wish  this  affair  "was  as  agreable  to  Miss  Jenny  as  it  is 
to  her  Friends.  It  is  a  point  no  doubt  in  which  she  must  Judge  for  Herself  but  a  right  sort  of  Man. 
a  good  Home,  a  good  settlement,  &  an  ample  provision  for  Children  (if  there  shou'cl  be  any)  are 
so  very  desirable  for  a  young  woman  &  so  difficult  to  be  met  with  that  some  things  may  be  dis- 
pens  d  with  in  order  to  obtain  them  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  she  will  not  hereafter  repent  her 
refusal  of  Them  or  if  ever  she  has  another  offer  so  free  from  objections.  Perry  spent  the  evening 
with  me  last  night  &  made  me  very  happy  to  see  Him  in  such  good  health  and  Spirits  :  He  with 
the  rest  of  us  wishes  very  nvuch  that  Fulbeck  may  be  a  Home  for  one  of  my  Sisters  but  a^  the  Serj* 
&  Dick  are  expected  so  soon  in  Town  He  thought  it  wou'cl  be  better  to  defer  writing  to  ^Mr.  F.  till 
next  post.  We  shall  therefore  before  Thursday  draw  up  a  letter  in  concert  &  will  take  care  to  give 
your  Ladyship  a  copy  of  it. 

The  Talk  of  ye  Town  is  intirely  ingross'd  by  these  great  changes  in  the  Ministry.  The  Duke 
of  Newcastle  &  Mr.  Fox  are  both  quite  out  &  Mr.  Pitt  with  His  Friends  is  come  in  upon  his  own 
Terms  but  it  s  much  questioned  whether  he  will  be  able  to  maintain  the  great  victory  He  has  got 
for  I  don  t  find  that  He  is  at  all  acceptable  to  the  generality  of  Mankind. 

John  Raynes  set  out  this  morning  with  my  Horses  &  will  be  at  Belton  on  Thursday.  He  brings 
with  him  every  thing  my  sisters  desircl  except  Miss  Cust’s  Cloak  which  is  not  yet  brought  home 
but  my  wife  will  take  care  to  send  it  in  the  Box  on  Saturday. 

My  wife  Joyns  with  me  in  Duty  to  your  Ladyship  best  Love  to  my  sisters  &  Mrs.  Newton  &  I  am 

s  Madam, 

Your  Ladyship’s  most 

dutyful  &  affectionate  Son 

London.  Nov.  16th,  1756.  John  Cust. 


Francis  Fane  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sr 

I  had  the  favour  of  your  very  kind  letter.  I  am  sorry  that  it  happens  so  unlucky  that 
I  did  not  know  of  your  desire  of  going  to  town  so  soon,  that  I  might  have  waited  upon  you  sooner 
to  have  talked  with  you  about  what  I  mention’d  to  my  Lady,  as  you  say  Mr.  Custs  will  be  down 
soon  I  hope  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  as  soon  as  it  suits  their  convenience  : 
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I  shall  be  verv  ready  to  come  into  any  proposals  that  shall  be  demanded  that  Lyes  in  my  power 
for  I  have  nobody  to  consult,  but  with  myself,  I  shall  think  myself  very  happy  to  come  into  so  good 
Ld  worthy  family.  I  Beg  my  compliment  to  my  Lady  and  Miss  that  you  will  accept  the  same  youiselt . 

I  am  Dear  Sr 

Your  most 

Obedient  Humble 
servant 

Fulbeck.  Fr.  Fane. 

Nov.  22,  1756. 


Richard  Oust  to  Sir  John  Cost. 


Belton.  Feb.  2. 


Dear  Sr  John.  ,  , 

4s  mv  Mother  wrote  to  vou  last  Post  I  have  very  little  New  to  advance  except  t  at  my 
■Mf  l  Fuiwk  brought  over  Mr.  F.  to  Belton  yesterday,  where  he  was  caught  by  Lady  Sack- 

TTmI  Ha  din  The  thing  will  now  most  certainly  be  proclaimed  not  only  at  Grantham 

TJy*  Quarters  of  ye  Compass,  *aU  .^^to 

b^x':=:gPrr. t  ixr  tut  : 

= k.  rss 

« "  sirs  tszz 

;UePpPrtcipaie^eC«V.  *  we  think 

Janeton,  rather  than  upon  Janet  on  her^lf;  '  l  it  tie  "shewn  during  ve  whole  Transaction  of  this 

any  suspicion  of  interestedness  in  er,  "  “  e  '  ,  e  Addition  sh'1  be  made,  whether  she  becomes 

affair.  For  my  own  part  can  t  1 F  ^Bu,L*T Wa  last  visit  seems  to  have  been  purely 
ye  wife  or  Mother  of  a  Peer  -  ‘  °  ^  ^  upon  ye  affair  having  rec-  no  Letter  from  8r 

to  get  a  sight  of  Jin,  tor  tie  naci  in  or  »  p  '  1  H  pvnpr.ts  one  indeed  to  Morrow,  and  has 

Francis  since  that,w<*  we  transmitted  to  you  art  Post.  He  expects  one  indee  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

therefore  given  us  due  Notice  y*  he  will  be  here  agai 1  -  'when  enlivened  bv  ye  Presence 

Belton,  and  there  is  always  so  much  pleasure  m  ns  ’  He  ig  verv  sanguine  himself  y» 

of  Janeton,  yt  my  Mother  thinks  he  makes  Love  very .  ^re  *:  that  head, ?v»  great  indeed 

Ld  W.  means  to  settle  something  by  Deed,  and  is  so  litt  le dubious  antMne  ^  severe 

will  be  his  Disappointment,  sh*  ye  Matter  turn  out  contrary  to  ^  ^ct  ^  ^  Matter  lies 
in  her  sentence,  I  am  afraid  he  will  call  out  w  ^gw^ther  Ld  w  will  do  anvthing  or  not,  &  this 
in  a  very  narrow  Compass  for  we  want  only  discover  Shd  ve  Match  take  place  I  am 

I  imagine,  you  will  now  find  it  no  very  drfficu *  ,7®  thS  Xeighbourhood.  Lady  Sackville. 

satisfied  it  wcl  be  looked  upon  m  a  \  er\  cie  1  a  e  •  spope  verv  handsomely  upon  it  & 

who  took  an  opportunity  of  touching  us  all  upo  \  •  ’  P  f  whatever  mav  be  ve  opinion 

gave  us  to  understand  she thought  h -  “  ^^'^ered,  y*  I  think  Mm  ought  to 

decide1  fmherself' without  any^Influenee  from  any  Quarter.  I  think  likewise  we  ought 
to  be  well  satisfied  wth  her  final  Resolution  whatever  it  be . 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

DEA*it  gav^  inexpressible  pleasure  to  see  a  letter  this  morning 
our  hopes,  y*  y°  continued  better  of  yt  painfull  disorder,  >  are i  much  ‘  5  «£  ^  to  Mrs. 

to  yo.  Wee  are  glad  y»  could  not  shew  y*  coppy  of  Sir  F.  letter,  as  it  was  no 
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C0PPyed  it,  but  yrs  today  putt  us  to  some  difficulty  what  to  do  as  yt  negciator  returned  ye  orriginall 
w“  he  went  to  F— However  wee  thought  it  propper  Mr.  F.  should  know  ye  main  contents  of  ve 
leter  :  so  Scatus  writt  it  to  him  ct  left  it  to  Mr  F  :  choyce  what  he  liked  to  do  in  ye  affair — ve  messenger 
is  just  returnd  w-tb  ye  orriginall  leter  wch  I  here  inclose,  but  wee  hope  Sr  Fr  :  wont  desire  to  keep  it, 
&  wee  desire  y°  won’t  loose  it,  as  in  Justice  it  ought  to  be  returnd  to  Mr  F.— I  find  you  wrote  in 
great  hast  but  supose  you  told  S'  Fr  :  it  was  Miss’s  Relations  yt  wanted  to  know,  w»  my  Ld  would 

realy  do,  &  yt  it  was  Mr  F.  having  so  little  to  setle  of  his  own  yt  made  her  relations  trouble  mv  Ld _ 

it  is  but  right  to  Justifye  Mr  F  :  in  this,  &  at  ye  same  time  ourselves  that  my  L'1  may  not  think  us 
craving  of  anything  Unreasonable. 

As  to  Arlington  Street  House,  I  writt  my  last  onely  in  case  v°  should  hear  further,  if  v°  do,  I 
would  not  agree  to  part  with  it  before  next  Midsummer.  I  drank  tea  yesterday  with  Sr  Fra  & 
La  Which  :  they  both  express  their  happiness  to  a  high  degree — Sr  F  :  is  a  vast  deal  chearfuller  & 
Dr  Dimock  assures  yl  he  is  better,  <fc  not  in  a  Dropsy — wee  all  desire  our  com  :  as  due  &  wishing 
you  y*  great  Blessing  of  health. 

I  remain  my  Dear 

yr  ever  most  Affecte  Mother 

A.  Oust. 


Anne,  Lady  Oust,  to  Peregrine  Cust. 

„  .  Wednesday,  Jan.  ye  26th.  1757. 

Dear  Allderman. 

I  ha\e  many  Thanks  to  return  you  for  yr  affectionate  letter  of  ye  20tl1  instant,  &  ten 
thousand  thanks  to  give  ye  for  ye  happy  six  weekes  injoyment  of  yr  company.  I  reflect  of  it  now 
with  sincere  pleasure  &  have  this  satisfaction  still  at  my  heart,  yt  tho  I  am  from  yo  I  hope  ever  to 
hear  of  yr  well!  are  m  every  respect.  You  was  very  good  to  give  us  a  perticular  account  of  yt  Journev 
—ye  badness  of  ye  Season  made  us  still  more  anxious  to  hear  of  yr  safety,  but  I  am  now  as  solicitiouss 
to  hear,  ye  french  box  getts  safe  to  my  sist  :  I  think  it  an  ugly  affaire  &  a  great  chance  if  it  ever 
comes  to  light,  so  pray  when  y°  write  to  any  of  us  lett  us  know  about  it.  I  hear  inclose  yr  receit 
for  ye  25£  w«  I  should  have  given  y°  before  y°  went,  this  brings  to  my  mind  ye  lesser  order,  in 
Mr  Deards  hands,  pray  desire  Sr  J»  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Deard  about  it  I  think  if  he  has  not  disposed  of 
it,  Sr  J“  may  as  well  take  it  from  Mr  Deard.  I  am  glad  Mr  &  Mrs  Birch  are  pritty  well  &  desire  mv 
Com  :  to  them,  I  am  also  glad  ye  number  of  ye  prize  was  right,  I  am  glad  Mrs  Aufrere  has  had  such 
good  luck,  I  wish  yr  Sisters  had  had  as  good. 

The  Regociator  went  yesterday  to  Jk  (&  he  sais  ye  Ride  was  excessive  Bad)  Mr.  F.  had  wrote 
to  Sr  F.  D.  desiring  him  to  call  in  Ma  :  Street,  so  if  neither  Mr  F.  nor  wee  hear  nothing  by  tomorrows 
post  it  will  have  a  bad  aspect.  ’iT  sis  :  js  now  very  explicit,  yt  if  there  is  not  a  certainty  of  ye  50<  £ 
a  year  Jointure  in  case  ye  title  descends.  She  cannot  make  herself  easy,  &  wee  all  think*  as  she 
does,  &  Scatus  sais  he  has  satisfyed  Mr  F  :  fully  about  it,  but  Mr  F  :  makes  himself  sure,  my  Ld 
will  agree  to  it,  &  in  case  he  does  not  hear  from  Sr  Fr  D.  between  this  &  Saturday,  will  write,  bv 
y  Post  a  2nd  Letter  about  it.  Mrs  Wellby  of  Wellbourn  was  taken  so  ill  last  Saturday  at  supper, 
they  sent  in  ye  night  for  Mr  Wellby — She  was  yesterday  a  great  deal  better,  by  wt  I  hear  it  vas 
somethmg  of  a  fitt,  &  I  trust  she  has  not  a  return,  yt  will  in  all  likelyhood  carry  her  off. 

.  ^  assure  y°  my  Dear  I  can  t  express  how  much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  y°  fr.  yr  last,  it  enter  - 
taind  me  extreamly  and  yr  love  &  Friendshipp  therein  mentiond  gives  great  satisfaction  to  vr 
most  affect :  mother, 

&  Faithful  Friend, 

A.  Oust. 

Scatuss  &  ye  Spinsters  send  their  kind  love.  Mr  &  Mrs  q.  &  ye  Mantons  playd  at  Cards  here 

last  night  &  desired  their  Com  :  to  y°.  W  hen  y°  write  if  y°  can  always  let  us  know  how  Ja  :  Manton 
does. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust. 

Saturday,  Jan:  ye  29th,  1757. 

Dr  Lady  Cust, 

I  think  myself  extreamly  obliged  to  you  for  yr  kind  leter  I  recd  this  morning,  for  I  should 
have  been  in  a  Thousand  anxietys,  if  y°  had  not  been  so  good  as  to  give  us  an  account  of  Sr  Johns 
health  at  this  time.  I  am  sorry  he  has  been  so  ill  &  of  so  ugly  a  Disorder.  I  hope  in  God  it  won’t 
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return  &  that  he  will  keep  quite  free  from  Pain,  but  shan’t  have  my  mind  quite  easy  till  next  post 
confirms  my  hopes.  Mrs  Mainton  has  been  extreamly  ill  with  ve  same  complaint  &  was  brought 

verv  low  &  weak,  but  is  now  well  and  goes  abroad. 

I  am  also  concern'd  for  my  sis  :  Newtons  loss.  I  fear  it  was  not  directed  &  not  being  a  large 
box  from  ye  begining  I  suspected  it  might  never  come  to  light  again.  I  think  it  should  be  described 

a  french  box  &  not  a  trunk.  .  ,  , 

Wee  have  not  yet  heard  if  ye  Serg1  gott  his  cloke  bagg  again  or  no  :  wee  shall  be  glad  to  hear 

wt  gr  F.  D.  sais,  as  it  is  now  time  ve  affaire  shall  be  finally  fix’d  one  way  or  other. 

Missess  all  desire  their  very  kind  Com  :  to  yr  La  :  with  many  Thankes  for  yr  message  to  them, 
&  are  truly  sensible  of  yr  Friendship  to  them  upon  all  occasions. 

Miss  Cust  &  Mrs  Clibert  are  just  corne  from  Paunton,  they  are  all  well.  I  have  just  been  to  see 
Scatus  &  Mrs  Fra  :  Whichcote  Scate  upon  ve  great  pond,  in  ye  water  works  &  w’as  entertaind  with 
them,  thev  seated  from  11  to  near  3.  S'  Fra  Whichcote  continues  considerably  better  since  he 
came  from  Aswerby  &  I  hope  will  return  so.  wee  all  like  Miss  Gusts  cloke  vastly.  I  hope  i 
Mra  Newton’s  box  is""  found  y°  will  be  so  good  to  let  us  know  it.  Mr  &  Mrs  Gibert  desire  their  Com  : 
&  wee  all  joyne  in  ye  same  to  Brownlowe  &  his  Sisters. 

I  am  my  dear 

yr  most  Affect  :  Mother  & 

Faithfull  Friend 


(added) 

Dr  Sr  John 

I  hope  this  will  find  y°  recoverd  of  yr  late  indisposition.  I  trouble  y°  now  because  my 
sis  •  Newton  has  mention'd  y*  Lady  Gower  has  not  yet  gott  a  house.  I  think  mine  certainly  wou  c 
serve  her  better  than  anybody.  I  shall  be  willing  to  take  5000  but  leave  it  to  you  &  perry  if  y 
could  gett  ye  50£  it  has  cost  me  in  repairs.  I  shan’t  insist  upon  it  myself,  &  shall  be  contented  with 

ye  full  sum  of  5000£.  . 

No  more  at  present  from  my  L>r 

Yr  Truely  affect  :  Mo  : 

A.  Cust. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Monday,  Feb  :  ye  14th,  1757. 

Dear  Sr  John 

Scatuss  writt  to  you,  as  to  the  most  material  points  last  post  which  I  dare  say  y°  wil 
answer  as  soon  as  you  can,  I  assure  you  I  have  intirely  beein  in  ye  same  way  of  Thinking  as  you 
have  all  along,  but  it  was  fitt  Miss  should  Judge  for  herself.  I  must  do  her  ye  Justice  to  say  her 
behavior  to  Mr  F.  has  been  in  every  respect  very  much  to  be  commended  &  I  believe  he  has  a  righ 
sense  of  it  &  I  hope  this  affaire  will  turn  out  to  our  wishes.  His  Temper  C’arracter  &  her  being  settled 
in  so  credittable  &  I  think  Comfortable  a  Situation  are  circumstancess,  y  I  think  must  please  all 
who  wish  her  well.  This  is  a  good  time  of  year  for  new  Liverys  does  &c  :  so  I  wish  it  may  be  now 
soon  compleated,  for  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  it  any  longer  Kept  secret,  nor  indeed  can  it,  tor  every 
body  now  knoves  it  here,  as  well  as  in  London.  Scatuss  is  just  come  from  hunting  saw  Mr  Vernon 
&  M«  Vernon  is  well.  I  am  extreamly  glad  my  Dear  to  find  y°  hold  well  to  be  sure  w"  one  is  absent 
from  ones  friends  one  has  a  double  concern  for  their  health,  to  heer  of  yr  wellfare  is  one  ot  \  area  est 

happyne&s  of  D  S  John,  ever  Xruely  affect  :  Mother  &  Faithful  Friend 

A.  Cust. 

All  heere  are  Joynt  in  com  :  to  y°  L"  Cust  &  dear  Missess. 


Jane  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Brother. 

After  receiving  two  such  kind  letters  I  should  think  myself  very  underserving  of  ym  not 
to  take  ye  first  opportunity  to  return  you  my  thanks.  You  must  wonder  that  manny  of  your  letters 
affected  me  greatly  uppon  y*  subject  they  was  uppon,  but  when  I  made  Brother  Perry  understand 
my  meening  it  gave  great  ease  to  my  mind,  what  my  Freinds  said  at  ye  beginning  of  ys  affar  had 
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a  very  great  uait  Jr  Mr  F.  has  acted  his  Part  so  well  that  his  sollicitations  was  so  Presino  in  his  last 
visits  that  it  Hurt  me  to  Beni  him  y»  answer  he  wishtl  tor,  &  on  y«  other  hand  v«  settlements  are 
so  perplexing  that  I  am  some  what  desturbd  as  to  Sir  F.  D.  letter.  We  was  all  sensible  that  if  mv 

vZ  sZt  r  "7e  Uee<?-  l"as  but  j',st  where  1  *  i‘  »as  for  that  reason  we  was  des  rZ 

you  should  have  a  meeting  with  Sir  F.  D.  which  I  hope  Mr  F.  would  continue  be  as  it  will  I  must 

nm  a  chance  in  regard  to  Lord  Ws  for  that  reason  I  have  lookd  uppon  v«  match  as  mv  Lords  Doeing 
nothing  i  looking  uppon  y«  chance  as  one  I  am  sensible  nobody  cant  marrv  without  great  risk  in 
one  shape  or  other  &  for  that  reason  it  has  been  so  serious  an  afair  to  me.  i  I  would  imin'  p ,t 

TZ  !h‘DSH  r  T\ Lh*ht~t0'be  SUre  1  have  a  ProsP-‘  being  left  in  low  surcumstlnces  whteh 

not  hp  8f  a  >  e  ^  °n  but.lt  Xt  18  God  S  wdl  d  sha11  be  80  1  ho^e  I  should  be  content  as  it  would 

not  be  of  my  own  seecking,  &  it  may  be  rong  to  be  too  solisitis  about  it  you  are  very  good  to  come 

mvseff  ti  nUtS  ai  1  deSTe;T&  mdeed  if  y°U  had  UOt  1  Sh0uld  not  have  taken  d  well,  for  I  know 
myself  that  I  have  deserved  Nothing  but  what  is  reasonable,  &  I  have  a  right  to  y™  settled  to  mv 

satLsfactmn-ras  to  my  Fortune  it  is  uncertain  wither  it  is  to  be  in  LanS  or  Money  that  I  have 

nothing  to  doe  with,  only  it  is  in  Land  in  regards  to  ye  settlements,  as  I  have  Desired  half  Back 

in  chance  ot  one  younger  Child,  &  I  should  want  ye  monny— would  ther  not  be  some  dificult  about 

as  i^,°re  Than  °ne  y-TngerFChulld_I  haVe  desired  a  thousand  Pound,  which  I  should  ehuse  to  have 
s°on  as  I  was  a  widow,  it  that  should  happen,  &  if  one  younger  child  I  am  willing  3000  Pound 

tan  4000f  oWbeen,  ™  °f  ^  bl“  if  mOTe  than  >■»”**  child  I  cant  give  up  Ze 

than  4000£  to  be  divided  amongst  as  they  come  of  age,  as  you  must  be  sensible— I~should  have 

sho  ?nh°Ug  ll  T  °n’  &  thGymUSfc  °nly  risk  as  wel1  as  my  ^lf  &  if  I  have  any  Jovnter  added  I 
ibe  "?Ting  t0i  gTe  up  anythmg  that  was  reasonable  when  ever  it  was  thought  “proper  which 
I  apprehend  I  can  doe  by  a  Deed-in  regard  to  ye  Personal  Estate  Perry  would  tell  you  that  ilyou 
hought  it  %%as  better  not  to  be  in  ye  settlements  I  leave  it  to  you,  &  tho  I  am  very  desireous  of  bein<* 
as  secure  as  I  can,  not  to  have  trouble  if  I  am  left  a  widow,  yet  I  would  not  Tve  up  Mr  Fane  more 

troTh^n  ^rirldent  t0  my  sed  y  sometimes  by  wanting  to  be  secure  one  carries  it  so  far  as  to  create 
ouble  but  I  know  you  &  Brother  Franciss  would  be  so  kind  to  see  things  was  done  right  their 
eing  so  little  to  settle,  it  makes  me  cumber  my  Head  with  things  I  should  never  have  thought  of— 

Wo!7  P116  1  t  ?°meS  t0  L°rd  W*  6State  &  1  n°  Joynter  added’  would  it  be  rong  to  desire  mv 

Fr^nW  TBaCk  I  t0  you— by  yF  former  letters  &  Ye  two  I  have  had  since  I  wrote  to  brother 

Fmnk  I  see  von  think  it  is  a  match  worth  Risking— if  Lord  W.  does  nothing  as  to  mvself  I  am  great  lv 

vof?  t  hkf  ™anypeopla  that  dehbentes  long,  does  ye  the  thing  at  last.  I  am  realy  sorry  to  give 

to  BroyF?»n\  f  /^m,UCh  ab°Ut  yS  afad  but  Cant  be  helpt‘  1  a™  much  obliged 

j° ’  •  F/a^  f°r  y  PaFt  of  his  letter  to  Dick  to  day  which  concerns  me,  &  when  I  want  his  advNe 

I  shall  ask  it-  we  are  all  extreamly  glad  my  Aunt  Newton  &  Brother  Perry  had  so  good  a  Journey 

iond°f  M  v  Tk?  S  l0SS-  MF  Glbert  says  her  caPs  was  in  a  rong  Box,  I  am  sure  vou  are  very 

g  d  to  be  so  charatable  to  ye  Poor  who  never  wanted  it  more— as  to  news  I  know  of  none  since 

Perry  left  us,  for  we  have  kept  close  at  Home  &  ye  ground  is  covered  with  snow  again.  Brother 
Richard  is  gone  to  Grantham,  who  is  to  hold  forth  their  tomorrow-all  our  Proper  compliments 
attends  my  sister  ye  little  Dears  &  all  Freinds.  I  am  Dear  Brother,  P 

your  most  affect : 

Mr  &  Mrs  Gibert  desires  their  comp3.  E  G^ST' 


Jane  Oust  to  Francis  Oust. 

Dear  Brother  Franciss  dan  *  ^ 

I  have  a  great  Deal  to  thank  you  &  ye  rest  of  my  Brothers  for  ye  trouble  you  have  all  had 
on  my  account  &  I  beleive  you  will  think  y3  letter  differs  from  what  I  wrote  last  to  Sir  J  in  short 
y  afair  is  allways  in  my  thoughts,  &  I  find  I  cant  make  myself  so  easy  as  I  would  doe  :  if  I  wa«  a 
goemg  to  bemarrid,  &  by  ray  Brothers  letter  to  day  to  my  Mother  I  find  Sir  F.  D.  does  not  think 
Proper  to  talk  to  Sir  J.,  &  if  yt  1S  ye  chase  their  nothing  more  to  be  done  with  Lord  W.,  if  I  could 
ave  ^  Joynter  securd  that  Sir  F.  D.  mentioned  in  his  letter,  I  should  give  Mr  F.  no  further  trouble 
for  then  I  run  y«  risk  of  my  Lord  W.  surviving  Mr  F.  &  being  left  with  a  scanty  Provition,  which 
is  a  anough,  but  to  run  ye  chance  of  being  a  Lady,  &  no  more  Joynter  added  is  realy  to  much  as  it 
18  ble  to  know  Wlther  their  will  be  a  Family  or  not,  if  my  Lord  W.  would  Joyne  indeed  I 

should  desire  nothing  more  might  be  ast  as  indeed  I  beleive  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  be  sure  if 

fv°!  r  hvUnC^ed  a  yeaF,  C°Uld  be  added  t0  yC  5  in  chase  of  children  it  would  be  better,  but  as  to 
that  I  should  not  mind,  if  I  could  have  ye  500£  securd,  for  if  I  was  left  a  widow  with  children  in  a 
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prudent  way  I  could  live  very  handsomlv  &  save  I  could  not  Hurt  like  a  Lady  of  Quality,  hut  I 
hope  it  would  not  be  my  inclination  &  to  marry  with  so  irianny  chancess  against  me  I  think  is  not 
prudent.  Ys  afair  has  realy  not  on  my  side  been  wanting  if  consideration,  for  I  have  conversd  it 
over  &  over  again,  &  ye  Probability  of  haveing  but  a  little  to  live  on  Hurts  me.  .  Brother  Richard 
goes  tomorrow  to  Fulbeck,  &  he  is  to  tell  Mr  F.  from  me,  that  if  Lord  W.  will  Joyn  in  ye  Deed,  I 
will  agree  to  ye  Match,  but  not  otherwyes,  I  am  sensable  of  Mr  F.  good  charicter,  &  that  he  wishes 
ye  match  to  take  place,  I  am  sorry  their  is  so  much  in  ve  way  to  hinder  it  &  if  I  marry  I  shall  sin¬ 
cerely  wish  to  make  him  happy,  but  I  had  better  repent  not  being  married  than  marrid.  You 
Sir  J.  have  wrote  as  fully  uppon  vs  afair  as  you  can  well  doe  I  beleive  &  I  think  their  is  very  little 
differance  in  your  thoughts  about  it,  &  if  any  new  thoughts  arises  between  you,  you  must  let  me 
know,  &  you  will  acquaint  Sir  J.  with  ys  letter— Mrs  Hariot  Digby  &  ve  eldest  Miss  Cart  of  Osington 
cald  of  us  in  their  way  to  Carlton  where  they  are  going  to  stay’  till  Weednessday,  have  been  at  Grantham 
a  few  days,  &  stay’  2  days  in  their  return.  Mrs.  Wellby  of  Welborn  was  taken  extreamly  Ill  last 
Satturday  Night  after  Eating  her  super  that  Mr  Wellby  of  Denton  was  sent  for  in  ve  Night,  &  he 
went  their  yesterday  morning  we  hope  to  hear  of  Mrs  Wellby  to  night  by  ye  Post,  we  are  all  con- 
cernd  for  Mr  &  Mrs  Richard  Wellby,  who  will  indeed  have  a  sad  loss — I  am  concernd  we  did  not 
hear  today  my  Aunt  Newton  has  found  her  caps  ;  we  allso  should  be  glad  to  know’  wither  your  Baggs- 
are  come  to  light,  I  assure  y°  it  gave  Lusev  &  me  great  Pleasure  to  meet  you  at  Stamford,  &  y’ou 
maid  many  other  People  happy  that  added  to  ours.  I  keep  Ben,  so  will  detain  you  no  longer  than 
that  you  are  desired  to  accept  yre  Joint  Comts  of  all  ye  House  &  I  am  with  manny  thanks  for  all  your 
goodness  to  me  sincerely  dear  Brother 

your 

•  most  affect.:  Jane  Cust. 

To  Francis  Cust,  Esq.  at  Richards  Coffee  house 
near  Temple  Bar,  London. 


Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  to  Anne,  Lady  Cust. 

1757. 

Madam. 

As  I  take  for  granted  yesterday  united  my  uncle  Fane  &  Sister  Jenny  I  can’t  let  this  post 
slip  without  washing  yrour  Ladyship  my  uncle  &  sister  &  all  \’e  Family’  joy  of  that  happy  event  and 
as  I  have  so  long  know’n  them  both  I  am  sure  one  may  venture  to  pronounce  that  it  will  be  attended 
with  all  ye  Happiness  that  can  be  desird.  I  am  glad  we  are  likely  so  soon  to  have  the  Pleasure 
of  seeing  them  in  town  but  am  sorry  to  find  wre  shan't  see  your  Ladyship  with  them,  as  I  think  no 
satisfaction  equal  to  ve  enjoyment  of  all  one’s  Friends  together  upon  these  occasions.  I  have  been 
very  happy  in  my  sister  Dolly’s  company  who  has  been  very  active  and  diligent  since  she  came  to 
Town  &  has  omitted  none  of  her  Commissions.  Sr  John  Joyns  with  me  in  Duty  to  your  Ladyship 
&  Love  to  my  Brothers  &  Sisters  and  I  am 

Madam, 

Your  Ladyship’s  most 

Dutyful  &  affectionate  Daughter 

Ethelred  Cust. 

P.S, — My  little  girls  desire  their  Duty  to  your  Ladyship,  &  their  Uncles  &  Aunts  &  begs  leave 
to  wish  them  Joy. 

London.  April  ye  19/1757. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  Johx  Cust. 

.  .  .  .my  going  to  the  Chief  Justice  is  likewise  not  in  Time,  for  he  went  out  of  Town  yesterday  : 
the  apprehension  of  that  made  me  desire  to  write  to  him  a  Fortnight  ago.  I  went  how’ever  to  him 
on  Sunday  Night  as  I  heard  he  was  to  go  ye  next  morning,  &  was  three  times  at  his  House  to  no 
Purpose.  Tho  he  is  a  very  early  Man,  yet  I  was  Time  enough  with  him  yesterday  morning  before 
he  decamped.  I  did  this  on  Purpose  to  prevent  suspence  in  you  &  my  mother,  &  it  not  being  usual 
with  me  to  be  early  enough  for  such  a  chief  you’ll  note  it.  I  find  his  desire  to  come  to  Lincoln  incog  : 
for  he  hates  the  Parade  of  a  Judge  &  of  being  treated  like  one  with  ceremony.  I  knew  this  when 
I  first  mention’d  to  you  his  dining  with  you.  The  other  Judge  goes  to  Lincoln  on  Saturday  directly 
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from  London.  The  Chief  goes  from  his  house  to  Oakham  by  himself.  I  did  not  know  w-ch  piace 
to  propose  to  him  :  He  said  Belton  was  an  entertaining  Place  ;  &  he  W*  therefore  come  to  you  after 
Church  at  Grantham,  &  he  desired  not  to  be  entertained  wd  be  much  better  pleased  with  yr  Family 
Dinner,  afterwd«  ho  said  he  wd  wait  on  you  at  either  of  ye  Places  as  was  most  agreeable  to  you  and 
my  mother  ;  but  as  he  was  alone  he  begged  not  to  be  entertain'd.  His  saying  either  of  ve  Places 
was  owing  to  my  mentioning  ’em  doubtfully,  for  I  had  not  yr  LetH  then,  &  nothing  was  settled. 
He  hardly  knew  at  f  rst  when  he  sh(1  be  at  Grantham.  Since  I  saw  him,  I  have  heard  his  Intentions 
were  to  have  staid  at  Oakham  till  after  Church  on  Sunday,  &  have  come  that  Night  to  Ancaster, 
-as  this  is  the  case,  I  really  think  you  can't  do  better  than  send  a  servant  to  him  with  a  Letter  on 
Saturday  at  Oakham  &  let  him  know  that  as  you  was  very  desirous  of  paying,  your  Respects  to 
him  you  desired  his  Company  to  Dinner  on  a  supposition  that  he  would  be  at  Grantham,  but  that 
1  e  chuses  to  stay  Church  at  Oakham  that  in  such  case  my  mother  desires  him  to  take  a  Bed  at 
Belton,  wc  is  a  better  Place  of  accommodation  than  Ancaster  &  leave  it  to  him  wch  he  likes  best, 
only  assure  him  he  shall  not  be  treated  with  ceremony.  If  you  don’t  send  to  him  at  Oakham,  you 
must  all  be  in  a  strange  state  of  Uncertainty,  for  he  can’t  write  to  you  an  Answer  to  your  Letter. 

y  sending  the  complim1  is  paid  very  handsomely  &  I  really  don't  believe  he  knows  at  present, 
what  he  shall  do  or  can,  till  he  gets  to  Oakham.  You'll  suppose  B.  Smythe  to  be  with  him  or  not 
as  you  think  proper.  But  how  will  you  do  about  him  on  Saturday  ?  I  think  you  shd  pay  your 
•complim  s  to  him  at  ye  Inn  after  he  has  dined,  &  tell  him  you  understood  that  both  Judges  were 
to  come  ye  next  Day,  &  therefore  wrote  to  ye  C’h.  J.  hoping  to  have  both  their  companies.  It  wd 
be  civil  to  propose  to  show  him  ye  House,  Wch  he  will  have  Time  enough  to  see,  if  he  don’t  inter¬ 
fere  with  my  mother’s  dinner,  &  by  drinking  a  Dish  of  Coffee  he  will  be  very  decently  taken  care 
of  without  any  future  Precedent  of  waylaying  ye  Judges  being  at  all  necessary.  I  think  among 
the  Judges,  the  Houses,  the  two  contending  suitors  for  ye  Place  of  my  Clerk— and  waiting  for  Newton 
&  Pelham,  we  make  sad  Jumbling  work  with  this  Circuit,  but  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  Care  about 
me  &  my  Journey  &  must  leave  it  to  you  to  manage  it  for  me  as  wrell  as  you  can.  I  don't  care  what 
man  I  take,  but  J.  Good  shd  have  spoke  of  it  sooner,  if  he  had  a  mind  to  go ....  I  send  you  ye  Gazette, 
wc  did  not  come  out  till  Sunday  morning.  Byng  arrived  at  Portsmouth  yesterday  in  ye  Antelope 
wc  carried  Hawke  :  it  s  said  B.  is  arrived  in  Town  today  in  custody  of  a  messenger. 

July  27. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  was  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  ye  News  you  sent  me  this  morning  with  wrCh  I  purchased 
great  credit  with  ye  Judge  today  at  Grantham,  &  with  ve  gentlemen  at  ye  George  afterwards.  I 
know  how  inconvenient  it  is  to  write  Lettrs  &  therefore  can’t  desire  many,  but  otherwise  to  hear 
these  parliamentary  &  other  matters  is  as  clever  as  Perry’s  extraordinary  Gazette.  I  am  terribly 

Runted  this  evening,  having  been  sadly  thrown  back  in  my  Business  by  C - es  being  quite  out 

of  ye  way  till  very  late,  &  likewise  by  a  sad  misfortune  I  meet  with  in  Jack  Gds  not  being  able  to 
go  to  Lincoln.  I  have  been  at  great  expence  in  bringing  him  down  only  to  lie  in  Bed  at  Belton. 
Say  nothing  of  this  to  my  mother.  I  think  she’ll  be  uneasy  at  it,  &  when  I  am  got  upon  ve  circuit 
I’ll  tell  her  more  of  it.  He  came  in  great  Spirits  here,  seem'd  perfectly  w-ell  till  last  night  when 
he  was  laid  by  ye  Heels  by  the  gout,  wch  swells  his  Legs  too  much  to  be  of  any  kind  of  service  to 
me.  I  shd  have  been  glad  to  have  done  as  Miss  Dolly  advised,  but  I  really  thought  my  mother 
c  not  have  done  without  Edward.  She  wd  have  been  several  Days  without  a  coachman.  I  refer 

you  to  my  Mother  about  C - e— have  only  Time  to  tell  you  that  ye  Judge  tells  me  he  had  a  great 

acquaintance  with  &  Respect  for  ye  memory  of  my  Father — knew  him  at  ye  Temple,  &  spoke 
■extremely  handsomely  of  him  before  several  Gentlemen .... 

Belton.  Saty  Night. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London.  Thursday,  17  Aug.  1758. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

As  you  were  so  kind  to  promise  that  I  should  have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Enmore 
this  Autumn,  I  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you  writh  my  motive  and  to  let  you  know  that  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  set  out  on  Saturday  next  with  my  Family,  who  will  be  there  on  Wednesday,  ye  23d. _ I 

shall  be  dropp’d  at  Bridgwater  in  order  to  enjoy  the  happy  Entertainment  of  ye  Races  for  two  days 
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(for  they  last  till  Thursday).  But  I  know  you  will  deplore  my  Destiny  in  being  obliged  to  lose  one 
day  by  my  necessary  attendance  on  my  wife  upon  ye  Road,  who  cannot  get  down  sooner,  being 
so  lately  recovered  of  her  lying  in. 

You  see  distinctly  enough  even  by  the  Publick  papers  (cautious  as  they  all  are  not  to  disgrace 
the  system  or  conduct  of  their  Patriot  Administration  by  retailing  all  the  bad  News  wch  comes 
to  their  knowledge)  that  Things  are  going  on  as  we  knew  they  must  from  worse  to  worse. — But 
I  believe  the  Dawn  of  Common  Sence  is  breaking  upon  us, — and  a  Pamplet  calld  Things  as  they  are, 
wch  was  publishd  about  ten  days  ago,  and  wch  in  all  probability  you  have  seen  will  contribute  some¬ 
what  to  it. 

Some  pages  relative  to  Hanover,  and  to  Continent  Measures  do  not  entirely  conform  to  your 
Sentiments  or  mine,  &  I  almost  doubt  whether  they  are  ye  sentiments  of  ye  Author  himself.  They 
seem  rather  thrown  in  to  disguise  the  writer  or  to  gain  a  favourable  hearing  for  the  rest  of  the  Work 
bv  humouring  ye  present  Prejudices  of  the  Vulgar  in  those  respects.  The  Stile  likewise  in  ye  begin¬ 
ning  is  very  awkard  ;  and  not  of  the  same  kind  with  that  in  ye  middle  and  at  ye  end,  so  that  I  sh(1 
think  it  planned  and  partly  written  by  one  hand  and  put  together  &  finish  d  by  another.  But 
it  contains  upon  ye  whole  a  great  deal  of  good  sence  in  Regard  to  ye  false  Steps  of  this  Country  in 
our  change  of  system,  and  is  one  of  the  best  Pamphlets  I  have  seen  for  some  years  ;  some  ascribe 
it  to  Fox,  &  some  writer  under  him  ;  others  to  Doddington  and  Ralph  which  has  some  probability. 

Ld  Marchmont  has  been  reputed  ve  Author  also,  but  I  do  not  see  his  features. — It  has  been  likewise 
confidently  attributed  to  me,  but  it  is  really  not  mine,  nor  do  I  know  in  -ye  least  by  whom  it  was 
wrote.  Tho  in  some  Parts  it  expresses  Sentiments  wrCl1  very  much  resemble  those  I  have  com¬ 
municated  to  you  from  the  very  beginning  of  that  wildness  wch  has  infected  this  Country  since  we 
abandoned  our  old  Allies. 

A  very  puerile  and  empty  answer  was  yesterday  publishd  calld  Things  in  a  proper  Light,  bub 
it  is  not  worth  yr  reading. 

I  have  wrote  by  this  post  to  Sir  Edmund  Thomas  to  inform  him  also  when  I  shall  be  down  at 
Enraore  and  to  desire  that  he  would  use  his  interest  with  you  to  settle  a  Time  for  our  Meeting  wctk 
I  expect  with  Impatience,  being  ever  wuth  great  Sincerity  and  Truth, 

Yr  most  faithfull, 

humble  serv1, 

.  Egmont. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London.  Aug.  19,  1758. 

Tho.  I  cannot  confirm  ye  News  I  wrote  you  about  last  post  I  can  send  you  some  that  you  will 
perhaps  think  as  good  ;  it  is  ye  Surrender  of  Louisburg  after  a  seige  of  34  days  5000  Men  taken 
prisoners  :  10  Men  of  War  burnt  taken  &  destroy’d  5  of  wch  are  only  Frigates,  with  other  particulars, 
wch  you  will  see  in  a  Gazette  I  have  order’d  to  be  sent  you — by  the  conveyance  wTCh  brought  this- 
news  there  is  advice  of  an  Action  betwixt  ye  French  &  ye  forces  under  Abercrombie,  the  English 
have  had  ye  advantage  but  Ld  How  is  killed.  . .  .Since  the  above  I  understand  an  extraordinary 
Gazette  was  publish’d  yesterday  when  I  was  out  of  Town  so  you  will  see  ye  particulars  in  all  yfr 
publick  Papers. 

The  seizure  of  the  Dutch  ships  having  made  a  great  noise  I  had  ye  Curiosity  to  attend  D 
Commons  upon  ye  tryal  of  them,  &  I  send  you  inclos’d  for  yr  Information.  Ye  Minutes  I  took 
there  being  ye  substance  of  the  Counsell’s  arguments  on  each  side  :  wch  I  desire  you  will  return  me. 

In  the  last  warr  a  large  Dutch  ship  of  400  Tons  bound  from  Martinico  to  Amsterdam  with  Irench 
property  was  condemn’d  in  Antigua  with  coulourable  papers  &  some  were  prov’d  to  be  destroy  d 
yet  in  1752  ye  Lords  restor’d  her  upon  a  solemn  appeal,  from  whence  these  2  Inferences  may  bn 

drawn.  .  . 

1st  That  it  was  ye  opinion  of  the  Lords  that  ye  Dutch  might  trade  to  ye  American  colonies  & 

bring  home  French  effects  without  breach  of  ye  treaty. 

2ndly  that  false  papers  were  no  reason  of  confiscation.  The  determination  of  ye  ship  Juffrow 
Joanna  is  a  proof  that  ye  Dutch  may  carry  goods  to  any  Port. 

There  is  no  treaty  that  prohibits  the  Dutch  from  trading  to  ye  French  settlements,  on  y6  con¬ 
trary  by  ye  Treaty  they  have  liberty  to  trade  all  over  ye  world. 

The  consequences  that  may  attend  such  a  liberty  of  trade  is  not  ye  consideration  but  only  whether 
by  Treaty  such  a  trade  can  be  carried  on. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  ye  Dutch  will  carry  on  a  french  trade  but  wre  have  stipulated  they  shall. 
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\ou  want  to  make  ye  Court  condemn  a  trade  wch  ought  to  come  from  a  higher  power. 

Under  ye  credit  of  the  determinations  above  mention'd  the  Dutch  sent  out  ships  to  v6  French 
settlements. 

Ye  Illegality  of  ye  trade  is  ye  only  argument. 

it  is  a  fundamental  Rule  that  no  Nation  shall  trade  with  ye  settlements  of  each  other  in  America 
&  therefore  a  licence  or  permission  is  a  sort  of  Naturalization. 

Court  was  of  opinion  in  ye  determination  of  America  that  ye  treaty  extends  only  to  Europe  & 
that  ye  French  could  not  grant  a  licence  legally— 

Meaning  of  ye  Treaty;  that  ye  Dutch  shou’d  in  time  of  Warr  have  a  liberty  to  carry  any  goods 
to  any  Ports  where  they  cou'd  carry  them  in  time  of  peace. 

if  a  liberty  of  trade  to  ye  French  settlements  cou'cl  have  been  prov'd  to  have  been  wanted  to 
ye  Dutch  in  time  of  peace — a  Reason. 

but  such  a  trade  is  contrary  to  ye  Laws  both  of  Holland  &  France.  We  cou'd  not  by  treaty 
give  ye  Dutch  an  Authority  to  trade,  where  they  are  prohibited  therefore  the  Treaty  could  not 
extend  to  ye  French  settlements. 

Ye  object  of  ve  treaty  when  it  was  made  was  that  no  war  betwixt  England  &  France  shou'd 
molest  the  Dutch  trade  but  it  was  never  intended  that  a  warr  shou’d  increase  it  to  y^  prejudice 
of  England.  No  liberty  of  trading  by  ye  French  settls  given  in  express  words,  nor  any  licences 
granted  in  time  of  peace  to  Dutch  ships,  therefore  a  license  in  time  of  war  granted  to  a  Dutch  ship 
makes  her  a  French  ship. 

this  the  Judge  determined  to  be  ye  case,  &  condemn'd  both  ship  &  cargo. 

Aug.  17,  1758. 

Peregrine  Ctjst  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

London.  Septr  12.  1758. 

I  write  you  tonight  to  acknowledge  the  Receit  of  your  Bill  for  £16,  I  have  otherwise  nothing 
material  to  say.  The  Victory  gain'd  by  ye  King  of  Prussia  seems  greater  than  was  at  first  imagined 
for  it  is  now  said  that  there  are  60.CC0  Russians  kill'd  &  taken.  I  am  myself  not  sufficient  Poli¬ 
tician  to  determine  whether  our  Connexions  with  the  King  of  Prussia  are  right  or  not  but  I  think 
you  must  have  had  him  your  Enemy  if  you  had  not  made  him  a  Friend,  &  that  ye  present  war  in 
Germany  was  solely  owing  to  ve  ambition  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  &  not  to  have  been  prevented  ; 
England’s  standing  neuter  &  fighting  alone  against  France  cou'd  in  my  opinion  have  answered 
no  end  &  letting  France  take  Hanover,  according  to  ye  Author  of  things  as  they  are  whilst  we  were 
to  pursue  visionary  schemes  on  ye  coast  of  France  wou’d  have  been  doing  nothing  ;  so  that  till  I 
see  pointed  out  to  me  what  England  cou’d  have  done  better  than  she  has  I  cannot  disapprove  of 
the  present  plan,  at  ye  same  time  I  see  no  good  we  shall  get  by  ye  King  of  Prussia  whose  Interest 
will  always  be  to  preserve  the  powers  of  France. 

As  to  ye  affair  of  the  Dutch  people  here  approve  the  condemnation  of  those  Ships  and  cargoes 
that  come  directly  from  the  French  Colonys,  but  are  much  divided  about  such  Cargoes  as  come 
from  S*  Eustatia  wch  being  a  Dutch  Port  they  say  the  Cargoes  &  the  French  produce  ought  to  go 
free  ;  they  are  in  no  manner  of  fear  of  the  Dutch  joining  with  ye  French.  It  being  in  everv  style 
totally  against  their  interest  ;  it  is  apprehended  that  these  condemnations  will  put  a  stop  to  the 
trade,  &  that  after  the  War  is  over  the  ships  &  Cargoes  that  have  been  condemn'd  will  by  Appeal 
be  restor’d. 

I  send  you  inclos'd  in  this  &  another  Cover  the  2  Militia  Acts  &  a  map  of  North  America.  I 
understood  in  a  former  Letter  of  yours  that  you  had  given  Master  Smith  29s  to  defray  his  journey 
back  in  order  to  save  me  ye  expense  ;  if  so  he  has  not  us'd  me  well  for  he  has  charg’d  me  with  it  & 
sunk  ye  Money  you  gave  him.  I  shou’d  be  glad  to  know  what  you  said  to  him  when  you  gave 
him  ye  Money  because  if  he  has  play’d  me  a  trick,  a  little  Seasonable  advice  may  be  of  great  use 
to  him. 


Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

Dear  Sr  John 

Tho’  I  know  the  Humanity  &  Benevolence  of  your  Temper  will  always  make  you  affected 
with  the  Loss  of  those  who  Have  expressed  their  Friendship  for  you  ;  yet  since  Human  Life  so 
connects  affairs,  give  me  Leave  to  assure  you  How  Sincere  a  satisfaction  I  feel  at  every  accession 
to  the  advantage  of  a  Friend  who  so  well  merits  every  Circumstance  of  Fortune  that  can  befall 
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Him.  I  hope  we  shall  see  you  soon  amongst  us  in  Town,  there  you  will  probably  Hear  soon  a  great 
Event  has  Happen’d,  Mr.  P.  being  at  Present  in  a  most  Dangerous  state,  out  of  which  there  is  Little 
hopes  of  His  recovery— What  will  [lie]  the  Consequence  if  such  an  Event  happens,  tis  difficult  to  say. 
Excuse  a  short  Letter.  Lv  Thomas  joins  in  Compliments  to  L^  Cust  &  yourself  &  young  folks 

&  I  am  Dr  Sr  „  ...  .. 

Yours  most  faithfully, 

Ed  T 

Duke  Street,  Sl  James. 

March  5th,  1759. 


Rev.  Robert  Easton  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Grantham:  Janu.  2,  1760. 

Dear  Sir 

You  know  that  there  hath  been  a  long  Courtship  betwixt  Mr.  Wildbore  Garnar  &  Miss 
Stanser.  The  Lawyers  Mr.  Forster  &  Mr.  James  Garnar  could  not  agree  upon  the  Settlements 
&  your  humble  servant  was  call'd  in  to  end  their  disputes.  What  was  ask  d  of  me  I  finish  d  m  a 
few  hours.  All  Parties  are  agreed,  and  the  writings  are  going  on  as  fast  as  the  Law  will  admitt  o  . 
The  Serj.  &  Marchant  (whom  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  this  morning  at  Belton,  where 
I  saw  Lady  Cust,  Mr.  Brownlow  Miss  Nanny  &  Miss  Betty  with  all  the  family  very  well)  are  ot 
opinion  that  I  should  have  told  you  that  on  this  occasion  I  made  use  of  your  name  by  inserting 
you  &  Col  :  Welby  as  Trustees  of  the  Settlement.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Forster  would 
mention  it,  so  was  silent  on  the  subject.  However  you  are  certain  that  I  could  mean  no  disrespect 
and  that  had  I  known  anv  one  of  Messrs  Garnar  and  Stansers  acquaintance  of  equal  fidelity  & 
honour  with  yourself,  I  should  not  have  suggested  a  thing,  that  may  possibly,  tho  not  probably, 

give  vou  a  little  trouble.  ,  ,  . 

We  are  happy  with  the  prospect  of  seeing  you  here  in  a  few  days.  I  heartily  wish  you  a  pleasant 

Journey.  .  , 

All  about  me  Join  in  compliments  &  every  good  wish  and 

I  am,  Dear  Sir 

•  Your  much  obliged 

humble  Servant 

J]^STOX 

Many  happy  returns  of  the  year. 

(To  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart  Member  of  Parliament  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia 
at  Warrington  in  Lancashire,  by  the  X.  Post.) 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  find  by  vour  Letter  that  you  have  got  the  Gout,  tho’  I  hope  it  wdl  go  off 
without  much  inconvenience  ;  the  Counsel^  &  I  din’d  together  yesterday  &  after  deliberating  some 
time  upon  your  Letter  we  have  agreed  not  to  come  to  Stilton ;  as  it  wou  d  be  a  terrible  disappoint 
ment  for  us  not  to  see  vou  w<*  we  think  very  likely  ;  or  else  that  your  mgagement  with  us  may  induce 
you  to  come  when  perhaps  it  may  be  better  for  your  health  you  shou  d  stay  at  home  ,  APP°* 
Lents  to  meet  at  such  a  distance  are  not  to  be  made  where  any  common  accidents  may  happen 
to  put  them  off  :  they  must  be  quite  certain  &  therefore  we  hope  you  won  t  think  it  was  a  want  o 
eagerness  to  see  you  that  has  occasion'd  our  not  coming  :  as  we  were  both  extremely  desirous  of 
having  the  run  of  an  evening  with  you  but  we  must  wait  for  better  times  when  M - rs  wont  stick 

at  breaking  thro’  Acts  of  Parliaments.  .  , 

I  am  much  oblig’d  to  you  for  being  so  open  as  to  acknowledge  it  was  y  Palpitation  that  p  - 

vented  you  from  going  to  Ld  S.  w«*  I  apprehended  was  the  case  &  not  y  want  of  opportun  ty 
all  I  caif  say  in  answer  is  I  shall  be  sorry  if  you  can’t  get  ye  better  of  it  when  you  return  I  thm 
myself  I  cou’d  go  as  easily  to  Ld  S.  as  I  cou’d  to  you  &  tell  him  that  since  I  had  been  in  the  Country 
I  understood  Mr.  W.  did  not  intend  to  stand  again,  that  many  of  your  friends  had  mention  d  you 
a,  a  proper  person  but  you  was  desirous  of  knowing  his  LordshP*  sentiments,  the  worst  that  can 
happen  is  behig  blanch'd  &  I  think  in  that  case  I  cou'd  turn  the  Conversation  upon  something  else 
&  come  away  with  a  gay  countenance ;  in  short  I  think  there  is  nothing  in  such  a  visit ;  but  if  you 
cant  manage  it  you  must  let  it  alone  &  leave  the  County  to  chance. 


l 
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I  am  afraid  you  value  yourself  too  much  upon  your  profit  on  ye  subscription  it  is  only  \  that 
mischance  ^  ^  ^  P‘  ^  ^  S°  that  1  begin  to  fear  we  sha11  be  Iosers  b ut  we  must  take 

for  be  "T*  5Ut  1  Cant  h,elp  thinking  w - y  is  a  bad  person  to  have  any  obligations  to 

for  the  reasons  already  mention  d  &  what  you  say  does  not  satisfye  me.  .  .  . 

I  have  subscrib’d  8  G*  for  6  Ladies  &  a  gentleman  for  Flannel  waistcoats  for  the  army  in  Germany 
but  you  dont  say  to  whose  Account  I  must  pass  it.  any 

vanlhM  taik,t0.day  °ff  SOme  snaa11  ^vantage  gain'd  by  Pr  Ferdinand  but  ye  news  of  peace  is  quite 
vanish  d.  I  beleive  it  was  only  a  M - 1  Trick  to  raise  the  money. 


C.  P.  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sr  John. 

I  have  already  wrote  you  to-night  since  wch  I  have  supp’d  with  G— v— r—  &  from  the 
Conversation  that  has  pass’d  there  being  only  2  or  3  choice  friends  I  have  some  reason  to  believe 
it  is  very  near  if  not  quite  over  with  P-t.  I  shoud  not  at  least  be  surpriz’d  if  you  shoud  hear  of 

his  resignation  before  the  P - 1  breaks  up.  I  cou’d  not  help  communicating  this  to  you  as  I 

Y_  y°u  may  e  eft  in  the  Lurch  if  you  shou’d  not  be  here  when  the  Places  are  dispos’d  of 

ou  may  be  assur  d  that  your  freind  Ld  E.  stands  well  with  the  D.  of  N.e  &  will  be  the  first  man  in 
1 — t  it  Jr — t  shou  d  be  fire  d  out. 


London  the  17  March  1760. 
(from  Charles  Pratt  ?) 


12  o’clock. 


I  am  yours  affv 

C.  P. 


Francis  Ccjst  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

...I  T  much  more  concerned  than  surprized  that  when  I  went  to  see  Ascanius  ye  Father  I  was 
obliged  to  content  myself  with  seeing  lulus  the  son.  This  was  a  misfortune  to  ye  alderman  &  mvself 
but  it  was  not  ye  Fault  of  either  of  us.  We  did  as  much  as  Trojans  cd  do,  but  the  Power  of  ye  Greeki 
was  too  predominant.  We  postponed  our  Journey  for  a  week  in  Hope  of  seeing  you,  &  we  regu¬ 
lated  our  Journey  at  last  by  ye  Directions  of  your  Letter.  I  don’t  mean  to  throw  any  Blame  upon 
you  while  I  am  shifting  it  off  from  myself.  I  was  indeed  in  Hopes  that  you  wd  have  followed '  ve 
example  of  Mrs.  Fane  s  Partner,  Ld  Mandeville,  who  did  not  wait  for  anv  answer  to  anv  Letter 
when  he  left  his  Militia  to  come  to  Town,  but  only  wrote  word  to  his  General  that  he  was  (with  his 
Leave)  gone  to  such  a  Place  for  such  a  Time  ;  which  is  my  way  of  asking  Leave  of  ye  Provost  when 

7  g°r  ^  ^  I®*  y°U  dld  n0t  ChU8e  t0  take  thls  Method’  1  d°n’t  wonder  at  what  has  happen'd 

for  I  find  by  Experience  even  m  London  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  bring  about  a  meeting 
when  more  than  three  Persons  are  concerned  in  it.  How  to  retrieve  this  by  a  second  Conatus! 
puzzles  both  y  alderman  &  myself,  and  we  are  this  Evening  assembled  in  Aldgate  to  consult  upon 
your  two  Letters  to  us.  We  find  that  another  Journey  is  suitable  enough  to  ye  Inclinations  of  us 
both,  &  we  have  therefore  talked  of  it  naturally  enough,  but  it  is  easier  to  talk  of  than  to  perform 
such  a  Journey  when,  ye  vacant  Tune  of  ye  Holidays  is  exhausted,  &  the  School  is  open’d  a°nin  at 
both  ends  of  ye  City.  In  short  we  don’t  make  any  account  of  ye  expence  of  another  Journev  but 
we  cannot  afford  the  dissipation  of  Time  &  convenience,  wch  are  more  precious  than  the  Pence 
Upon  ye  whole,  you  must  not  expect  us  at  Belton  again  where  we  had  full  enjoyment  of  one  week* 
but  if  you  think  it  tanti  to  come  so  far  as  Stilton,  where  you  might  take  ye  advantage  of  settling 
some  long  unbalanced  Accounts  with  your  negligent  Steward,  you  might  find  us  there  on  anv  Night 
that  you  will  appoint  with  us  after  next  Wednesday,  on  wch  last  mentd  Day  we  may  receive  due 
Notice  by  ye  Post,  but  then  it  shd  be  sent  to  both  of  us. 

I  spent  ye  whole  Day  yesterday  with  Mr.  Cust  in  Quest  of  Evidence  of  ye  Pedigree,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  our  Consultation  with  Mr.  da  Grey  upon  Fane  &  Pelham,  after  dancing  to  Mrs  Cosbv 
(where  we  met  Mrs.  Osborne,  who  still  harps  upon  your  friendly  endeavour  to  save  her  Brother 
y*  Admiral)  &  attending  Mrs.  Mundane,  Mrs.  Sadler  &  Co.,  we  dined  together  :  &  on  ye  subject  of 
y  County  I  perfectly  apee  with  Mr.  C.  that  you  have  done  just  nothing  in  coming  awav  without 
speaking  to  L  S.  wc  is  the  first  requisite  &  necessary  step.  I  durst  not  tell  him  that  you  had 
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spoke  with  W.  because  by  his  Desire  I  wrote  you  that  he  was  ye  only  Man  you  shd  not  have  talked 
with  upon  ye  subject,  for  ve  Reasons,  wctl  I  gave  you  &  wch  really  appear  to  me  to  be  cogent. 

There  can  want  no  opportunity  of  speaking  to  Ld  S.  because,  if  ye  Plan  shd  be  right,  he  sh'1 
be  waited  on  purposely  to  be  told  that  you  heard  Intelligence  of  ye  supposed  vacancy  &  desird 
to  know  from  his  LdP  whether  it  was  true,  &.  that  you  had  had  encouragem1  to  enquire  whether 
his  LdP  intended  to  recommend  any  candidate.  After  this  was  done  then  Sr  John  Thorold  &  Sr 
F.  W.  wd  be  properly  waited  upon  &  after  that  your  Business  wd  be  to  come  to  Town  &  talk  with 
their  Graces  of  Newcastle  &  Kingston,  &  Ld  Lincoln,  &  after  that  communicate  in  Person  to  yr 
Ld  Lieuten1  of  ye  County  ve  encouragem*  your  Friends  had  given  you.  These  are  the  sentiments 
of  Mr.  C.  wc[1  I  fished  out  with  some  Difficulty,  for  if  I  had  asked  him,  he  wd  not  have  told  me,  but 
we  have  rubbed  up  all  ye  old  sores.  He  is  clear  that  you  have  all  this  now  to  begin. 

I  don’t  dwell  upon  other  matters  of  Pleasantry  wch  relate  to  him  in  ye  affair  of  ve  Court  of 
Conscience  &c.  because  they  were  not  material  now  ;  but  still  I  can’t  help  enclosing  his  Note  to  me 
this  morning  for  ye  sake  of  my  observation  wch  you  will  find  on  one  Part  of  it,  I  am  sorry  to  send 
you  besides  such  a  Bill  for  Mrs.  Fane,  wch  I  suppose  will  suggest  ye  same  Reflections  to  her  &  you 
that  it  did  to  me.  The  man  keeps  Jonathan’s  Coffee  House  in  Bedford  Row,  &  he  tells  me  that 
Becket  ye  Drover  knows  of  ye  Delivery  of  ye  Parcels.  As  my  man  knows  him.  I  sent  him  to  Smith- 
field  to  enquire  after  him,  but  Drover  will  not  be  there  till  next  week. 

I  beg  you  will  communicate  to  Mr.  Palmer  the  enclosed  Paper  about  the  Hydes  wch  is  ye  Result 
of  ye  searches,  wch  I  made  in  order  to  relieve  him  from  his  fears  about  Ld  Clarendon.  .  .  . 

(The  Alderman  Joins  with  the  Serjeant  in  being  very  sorry  not  to  see  Sr  John,  &  if  he  cou’d  come 
to  Stilton  thinks  it  wou’d  tend  greatly  to  carry  ye  county.  The  Alderman  is  of  opinion  with  the 
Serjeant  that  ye  Plan  of  operations  propos'd  by  Mr.  Cust  is  an  excellent  one  but  is  afraid  Sr  John 
will  not  have  resolution  to  go  thro'  with  it — he  recommends  to  him  to  strive  against  ye  Palpitation,  & 
fancys  if  Sr  J.  reflects  a  little  he  will  be  of  opinion  that  it  was  rather  the  fear  of  going  to  Ld  S.  than  ye 
opportunity  wctl  prevented  him  &  thinks  he  shou’d  do  it  without  fail  on  his  return — -is  surprized 
after  ye  notice  given  him  not  to  confer  with  W— lb— y  he  shou’d  talk  of  him  in  the  manner  he  does. 
Since  he  is  fond  of  the  Quaere  in  the  Chronicle  wcd  the  Alderman  Joins  in  acknowledging  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  good  one,  he  has  sent  him  a  second  wcd  he  desires  an  Answer  to.  Quaere,  If  by  means  of 
W— lb— y  Sr  J.  shou’d  carry  the  County  &  W-lby  shou’d  put  up  his.  . .  .) 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

You  do  right  in  explaining  so  ingenuously  what  you  mean  by  Want  of  Opportunity  ;  tho’  I  have 
understood  ye  meaning  of  it  ever  since  you  had  no  opportunity  of  speaking  to  ye  D.  of  Manchester 
about  Overall,  or  to  Welby  about  ye  attorney  of  his  name  in  ye  causes  wch  produced  to  me  some 
disagreeable  Treatment.  I  have  indeed  been  very  much  used  to  this  Phrase  ever  since  Charles 
Yorke  had  no  opportunity  of  speaking  to  his  Father  about  ye  Living  of  Kirkby ;  tho’  I  dont  mean 
to  compare  your  Behavior  to  his,  because  that  was  very  disingenuous,  &  for  that  Reason  I  have 
thrice  refused  his  Invitation  to  Dinner  as  I  told  you  at  Warrington,  but  cd  never  learn  your  opinion 
about  it.  In  ye  Present  case  I  really  don’t  agree  with  you  &  am  clear  that  if  ye  Case  was  my  own. 
I  shd  pay  a  visit  to  Ld  S.  with  ten  Times  more  Pleasure  than  I  go  to  Hyde  Park  Corner  to  talk  about 
Newton  &  Pelham.  It  is  so  natural  &  has  to  me  such  an  apparence  of  Propriety  as  well  as  Civility 
to  wait  on  his  LdP  &  tell  him  what  you  have  heard — to  enquire  whether  his  LdP  so  understands  it — 
&  -to  tell  him  that  you  have  great  encouragem4  from  many  Friends  not  to  look  upon  it  with  In¬ 
difference  but  to  consult  his  LdP  upon  the  first  surmise  of  it — that  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
ye  object  of  Palpitation :  especially  as  his  LdP  is  no  great  Clerk  in  Election  matters,  &  his  Circum¬ 
stances  are  so  considerably  affected  by  the  Election  for  the  City  wch  must  engage  his  attention 
more  than  the  County.  Easton  told  me  that  he  wrote  to  you  on  Purpose  that  you  might  sound 
his  LdP,  as  he  thought  you  had  an  extraordinary  good,  opportunity ,  &  I  approved  of  his  Design  ;  ic 
I  likewise  stirred  the  thing  to  Sam.  F.  with  whom  you  have  probably  had  some  talk.  I  shd  not 
have  wrote  so  much,  if  I  had  any  Prospect  of  a  meeting  with  you  ;  but  I  now  give  that  matter 
quite  up. 

You  seem  to  have  changed  Places  with  your  Boy  &  to  be  more  bound  by  the  Rules  of  a  School 
than  he  is,  whose  absence  till  ye  very  end  of  ye  week  after  Task  week  must  create  some  Distress 
to  Dr  Barnard  as  he  has  now  the  care  of  near  500  Boys,  I  am  well  acquainted  with  his  sentiments 
upon  such  an  occasion  &  I  found  he  took  it  kindly  of  me  that  I  did  not  disengage  Brownlowe  too 
much  from  ye  school  &  absence  Hours  at  ye  last  election.  I  hope  you  have  made  him  ye  Bearer 
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of  a  Letter  explaining  some  very  urgent  occasion  of  his  staving  so  long,  u-ch  exceeds  what  von  4 

LTteuto™  Hare  "= 

Lha;e  r  z  o“  ^ 

4  -  a  — “  — =  hr  f- 

ti  5 

Re  infect  a  :  If  we  ^Tgree  ab ^di^V ZZ  t7Zt  p  v'lff 

erefore  resolved  this  with  the  Alderman  that  if  your  Lettr  recd  yesterdav  has  fixed  a 
with  clearness  &  Precision  we  sffii  most  certainlv  set  out  for  Stilt  yesterday  has  fixed  a  meeting 

painfu.,,  I  w,sh  for  ye  sake  of  ye  Ladies  ft  may 

this  Ta^  irr“tato  ***. 

that  I  had  enough  of  it  &  if  he  only  scolded  at  Difficulties  withoufremovffig^enf  I  seas  “ff  “xhT 
brought  on  Jaw-work,  &  introduced  your  unhandsome  Behavior  in  decfaring  off  ffi  v.'rlho  S 
Street,  etc. — that  my  Difficulties  were  onlv  Fetches  from  von  At  Pnrrr  a-  n  pm  U  * Iarlboro 

not  stir  an  Inch  in  ye  cause  if  he  talked  so?  &  aV  brushffig  “th  him  at  tasf  brusM  fh 

flmfhT  C  mak6  TermS  Wkh  ^  C°l0ael ;  bUt  ^  AU"  di-PP-ves  of  a  sfepw- 

*  ATp^ttTolrotble'yoT:^  ^“0^°  sTe^  Th^  “  to* 

kindly  after  you.  As  he  began  with me  abom  £  County  I W 

said  I  believed  he  was  mistaken  in  his  Notion  of  a  vacancy  there  &  that  T  kn  %  " U  1  * 

promised  me  that  he  w<>  send  you  all  ye  News  he  C  pick  up.  "  I  shall' therefore  refer  you  to^n 
Mid  :  Tem.  Jan  :  17. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

thaf  r^t^tlr  £~T  Hi™  ^ 

“iiidVr  didr  thrfiy  such  iong  r^r 

Fai  If1  hi I  had  fetter  declare  off  for  ye  consequence  of  your  misunderstanding  me  is  that  vou  find’ 
Fault  in  your  Turn,  &  m  your  last  Letter  express  a  Disapprobation  of  v«  Alderman *b  &  mv Re n 
lution,  wch  yoU  approved  of  by  your  former  Letters  both  to  him  &  me.  You  can’t  imagine  that 
I  have  any  Pleasure  in  finding  Fault  with  either  you  or  Brownlowe  but  T  thn„2  ima~ine  that 
municate  to  you  what  I  learnt  with  some  Difficultv  from  Dr  Barnard  &  h  ^  ^  C°T 

desirous  to  be  told  myself  in  ye  like  circumstances,  Wause  I  w“w  ht  mlh  aTa ZlTna'i 
on  y  subject  to,  but  pleased  with  Flattery  on  those  occasions  &  how  difficult  it  is  for  him  to  discover 


. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


177 


the  Truth.  WTiat  I  told  you  is  not  inconsistent  with  ye  pood  Character,  wch  ye  Boy  both  deserves 
&  has,  &  indeed  I  lay  the  whole  more  upon  Poutre  o’Foush  than  him — But  it  is  no  more  Pleasure 
to  me  to  debate  this  matter  than  to  enter  into  ye  Reasons  at  large  why  you  resolved  not  to  go  to 
Stilton. 

The  Resolution  must  have  been  hypothetical,  that  is,  if  you  was  precise  ;  but  you  know  how 
often  a  Letter  is  misunderstood,  &  thought  precise  by  one  when  it  is  differently  understood  bv  the 
other  you  know  further  that  in  ye  great  Hurry,  with  wch  we  often  WTite,  we  don't  remember  ve 
particular  expressions  in  our  own  Letters,  &  then  a  Question  arises  upon  ye  Construction  of  ’em. 
I  think  as  an  instance  of  this,  I  may  mention  your  construing  my  Letters  with  a  vein  of  scolding 
&  finding  Faidt,  when  I  clearly  wrote  ’em  with  quite  another  View.  The  Chance  of  taking  a  journey 
to  Stilton,  &  to  answer  no  other  End  but  that  of  arguing  about  the  sense  and  construction  of  our 
Letters,  was  clearly  too  great  a  Risque  for  us  to  run  especially  if  you  recollect  ye  very  great  un¬ 
certainty  in  wch  we  were  left  about  you  at  ye  particular  Time,  when  we  were  obliged  to  resolve 
something.  If  I  was  really  disposed  to  find  Fault,  I  think  I  have  abundant  Reason  in  y®  case  of 
Newton  &  Pelham  ;  for  I  have  been  left  most  miserably  in  the  Lurch  about  it.  I  well  remember 
that  I  persisted  uniformly  for  many  years  in  begging  that  ye  Proof  of  ye  Pedigree  might  not  lav 
upon  me  :  I  readily  undertook  the  whole  Burthen  of  all  ye  rest  of  ye  Cause,  but  begged  to  be  excused 
from  that.  I  have  been  promised  repeatedly  that  this  Burthen  shd  not  lie  upon  me  ;  and  at  last 
you  and  ye  alderman  agreed  to  take  it  upon  yourselves  only  desiring  that  I  wd  when  at  Warwick, 
go  to  Lacly  Ann  Coventry’s.  Tho’  it’s  very  true  that  you  went  to  ye  Herald’s  office,  yet  that  only 
helped  a  small  &  inconsiderable  Link  in  a  long  Chain  ;  &  the  Burthen  of  ye  Pedigree  is  at  last  obtruded 
upon  me  in  spight  of  my  Teeth  ;  &  it  is  much  worse  than  if  I  had  never  been  told  that  it  w*1  be  taken 
off  my  Hands.  Had  I  been  told  so  at  first  I  shd  have  made  an  end  of  ye  cause  some  years  ago,  but 
your  hasty  opinion  now  that  it  should  be  compromised  affords  no  new  matter  or  Relief  to  me,  tho’ 
it  is  a  compendious  way  of  being  off  ;  I  think  you  must  well  know  in  what  a  situation  ye  Cause  now 
is,  &  what  sad  obstructions  are  in  ye  way  of  a  compromise  ;  so  much  that  advice  &  opinion  as  to 
what  is  best  to  be  done  signify  nothing.  The  alderman  is  clear  that  a  compromise  at  present  is 
impracticable  &  it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  get  out  of  ye  mire.  I  can  only  say  that  if  my  Time  was 
necessarily  spent  between  ye  Dirt  of  a  House  at  Hyde  Park  Corner,  &  the  Dust  of  one  at  Marlboro 
Street,  I  shd  probably  prefer  ye  Latter,  but  you  used  to  think  ye  Business  of  ye  Hilary  Term  of 
more  consequence  than  either  of  those  Houses.  I  have  a  special  argument  on  my  Hands  for  this 
Term,  besides  other  Things  of  no  inconsiderable  consequence,  &  you  may  be  well  assured  that  I  will 
not  search  for  your  writings,  if  you  cannot  tell  me  where  they  are.  I  only  desire  to  give  Notice 
that  I  will  not  be  answerable  for  ye  cause  for  Failure  of  Proof  of  ye  Pedigree.  I  never  undertook 
but  always  declined  it,  tho’  I  think  myself  in  a  great  measure  answerable  as  to  ye  general  merits. 

You  say  nothing  of  Sam  :  F  :  but  what  I  myself  told  him  on  ye  occasion  ;  &  if  you  know  me 
you  must  know  that  a  seat  in  P.  is  rather  agreeable  to  my  Constitution,  Health,  Profession  or  Plan 
of  Life — That  a  temporary  seat  would  be  particularly  prejudicial  to  my  Income,  as  it  wd  not  only 
occasion  a  more  enlarged  sphere  to  move  in,  but  wd  vacate  my  Fellowship,  wch  is  such  a  dernier  Resort 
that  I  wd  not  willingly  throw  it  away  &  wcd  is  convenient  for  its  Profits  as  well  as  agreeable  by  its 
connections.  I  must  part  with  it  without  a  Prospect  of  any  one  Advantage  to  balance  ag*  so  many 
Disadvantages — but  I  don’t  know  that  this  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  your  speaking  to  Ld  S. 
with  effect.  If  you  succeed,  other  Nostrums  (perhaps  Whims)  are  in  my  Head  ;  but  it  is  sufficient 
to  give  at  present  such  a  general  Answer  as  was  eternally  sung  in  my  ears  when  I  advised  about  ye 
Difficulties  wch  I  foresaw  in  ye  future  ManagenJof  Sr  Wm  Smith’s  effects  &  estate  ;  to  wch  advising 
it  was  everlastingly  replied  to  me — Get  the  Receivership  first. 

I  think  ye  case  is  similar,  &  that  it’s  sufficient  to  say — Get  ye  County  first.  As  to  ye  method  of 
getting  it,  I  think  we  have  sufficiently  explained  our  sentiments  to  each  other  and  that  we  are  at 
a  full  stop  till  Ld  S.  is  spoken  to.  The  Prospect  of  a  Vacancy  shd  be  fully  enquired  into  first  ;  on 
wch  I  have  only  to  say  that  Easton  said  it  was  first  mentioned  to  him  by  Sr  F.  &  after  that  by  Sr  F. 
in  a  Company  at  Weston  Smith’s — but  if  there’s  no  authority  for  ye  Fact  there’s  an  End  of 
y6  affair. 

I  have  this  new  matter  to  observe  that  it  will  be  prudent  to  prepare  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
Parliament  in  ye  spring,  but  not  to  suggest  a  Hint  or  say  a  word  about  it.  This  is  ye  opinion  of 
some.  Ld  Ferrers  shot  his  Steward  through  ye  Head  on  Friday  last,  &  ye  poor  man  died  on  Saturday. 
I  have  long  since  thought  his  LdP  too  dangerous  to  be  out  of  Confinement.  I  understood  that 
it  is  intended  to  take  him  into  custody,  but  I  don’t  hear  that  he  is  yet  forthcoming. 

I  have  no  other  news  nor  indeed  Time  for  such  long  Letters.  The  enclosed  was  wrote  for  Miss 
Lucy  with  a  view  to  be  sent  last  Post,  but  it  was  forgot  by  ye  Intervention  of  a  Brief.  I  hope  my 
Mother  is  recover’d  from  her  Cold. 

Mid.  Tem  :  Jan.  24. 


A  A 
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Peregrine  Oust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

t>  x  , ,  j  .  ,  .  .  London.  Jani  2(5,  1760. 

By  a  Letter  I  receiv  d  from  my  Mother  yesterday  I  find  you  are  still  at  Belton  \  ■  (-1  ' 
have  turned  out  1  am  very  sorry  we  did  not  come  to  Stilton  t  v  >  i  i  . things 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (Mid.  Tern.,  Jan.  29,  1760.) 

&  '<**  y-wiU  be  found  safely  arrived, 

to  send  to  you,  for  I  have  nothing  more  to  sav  about  ve  r„  ,,  T  n™3*  l  Wh°le  ,hat  1  ha'  e 
that  a  meeting  with  us  w'l  have" brought  vou  norm  j  ty  °r  the  BorouSh'  ri,ir  do  X  apprehend 

Every  Thing  seems  to  be  in  sulpence  rill  vou  have  mm  3°  re‘r°  "ith  Hesl’ect  to  •'*'  PeOT- 

“lot  ^ h“  you‘l1aetrelyridHe 

a  scheme  has  often  been  “  »*  “  ^  ^ 

the  special  argument  has  ended  in  Fumo  A  so  ‘shall  "NT  x-  "p„u,  "  , 

get  nothing  by  writing  about  it  but  argumentations  of  wch  T  haveT  T  t^ther"'ritms>  for  I 
assistance  in  the  Point  from  anv  RnrK-  v  ,  dve  enough,  without  the  least 

that  I  had  your  wriringr  If  I^had  Ihev  we  ““  fT  n°‘hmg  Upon  me‘  for  1  “ver  remember 
Guildhall  Cause,  &  i  Zlno  BuJZt  to  LL  l on,y  brou*h‘. *  ™  when  «  <^'d  about  the 
so  far  as  to  make  ve  Pedigree  the  object  of  anv  att  V  S  1  e"ton  s  Cause  had  not  then  proceeded 
off  from  having  any  Thing  to  do  with  that  Part  ol’^cLe”'10  ‘°  me'  Wh°  alwayB  declared 

on  Sunday!^**  yest^rday^t  ^ye  ^Bench f  wTriT  qU*lilying  t*emselves  at  s‘  Martin's  Church 
won’t  guess  that  the  third  was  Mr  M  \T«vt  l  V  1  "  ^iess  Michell  &  me  for  Boston  but  you 

him  upon  ye  Fraternity t?oprf  a “T2  “er  °f  I  congratulated 

Hall-told  him  I  had  an  acquaintance  there  I  offer'd'8^  7“  Y‘  Ne«hbourhood  of  Westmr 
Desirous  to  do  because  I  3s  re  that  be -!d  5  d. my  best  ser™e-  "ch  I  said,  I  was  the  more 

at  G.  I  think  it  wa^gh"^  3  t  «  "  ^  ^  °f  ““  ““  ktod  to  °"r  FamiIy 

vet8 t6r  °a01  Wi“  "“I16  ^  ™k  -ith  Circuit, 

directly:  others  say  that  there  will  be  a  <?r>en’  1  r  rm  18  ovei_in  order  to  have  an  Indictm.  found 

of  beginning  at  Northamp,  &  going  from  thenceTTSeSL,  Tfrom  thm«To“taU”‘  T^ 

Dertly  to' ^a3Jonfbr3m3mnghsdwd  beat  C"  !*  *°  bl“ch  C°'W.  *  go  from 

8  y  llme  ^  hmgs  wd  be  more  ripe  to  club  a  Conference  about  ye  County. 


Dear  Pappa. 


\ 

Anne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


impute  My  not  writing  to  y°'-  s°°ner  but  1  hapa  >•« 

&  I  should  think  myself  highly  to  blame  ifYwL^Jfo  ’  T*  ^  "PPermost  in  M-v  th°ughts 

sr;  z  ,b™v 

a  a, . a,  I  ..... .  ,  . . .  rou  . 
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&  she  said  you  wou’d  rather  I  should  writ  to  them  first.  It  gave  me  great  Pleasure  to  hear  We 
shall  see  you  in  a  very  short  time  at  London,  Altho  we  are  as  happy  here  as  we  can  be  without  you 
&  My  Brother.  As  My  Mamma  has  given  you  an  account  of  our  Journey  here  I  think  the  repetition 
of  it  will  be  troublesome.  My  Mamma  had  a  Letter  from  My  Brother  Last  Wednesday  wherein 
He  mentions  that  He  received  a  Letter  from  you.  He  tells  My  Mamma  He  thinks  there  must  be  a 
Peace  very  soon.  My  Uncle  Vernon  goes  to  London  to  morrow,  &  is  so  good  to  take  this  Letter 
to  put  in  Post.  My  Uncle  &  Aunt  Vernon  disier'd  me  to  Make  their  Compts.  Mamma  disires  her 
kind  love  &  My  sister  her  Duty  &  pray  accept  the  same  from 

Dear  Pappa, 

Great  Thurlow.  Your  most  Dutyfull  Daughter, 

Feb  :  ye  21st  1760.  -  Ann  Cust. 


Elizabeth  Cust . 

Dear  Pappa, 

I  am  a  fraid  you  will  think  me  very  long  before  I  write  to  you  but  I  Have  been  writing 
to  my  Grandmamma — or  else  I  shou'd  have  wrote  to  you  before.  I  have  had  a  Letter  from  My 
Brother  where  he  says  he  injoys  his  Health  which  made  us  very  happy  for  he  sayd  in  one  of  his 
Letters  that  he  had  a  little  Soar  Throat ;  he  desires  my  Mamma  not  to  be  uneasy  for  without  doubt 
there  will  be  a  good  &  lasting  Peace  indeed  we  all  wish  very  much  for  it.  We  injoy  a  great  deal 
of  happyness  with  our  good  Friends  at  Thurlow,  we  only  wish  for  you  &  then  we  shoud  have  a  great 
deal  more  for  you  are  so  good  that  you  make  every  body  happy  indeed  I  believe  every  Body  that 
knows  you  as  well  as  my  self  wish  ye  Militia  were  call’d  Home.  I  have  no  News  to  tell  y°  for  my 
Mamma  says  she  will  never  read  the  Newspapers  any  more.  I  must  conclude  with  my  Uncle  A 
Aunte  Vernons  Compts  &  my  Mammas  kinde  love  my  sister  begs  to  join  with  me  in  Duty  to  you 
&  believe  me  to  be 

my  Dear  Pappa 

Great  Thurlow.  your  moste  Dutyful  Daughter 

March  ye  2,  60.  Elizabeth  Cust. 

P.S. — Since  I  wrote  my  Letter  my  Mamma  has  recieved  one  from  you  where  she  says  you  have 
not  recieved  my  sisters  Letter  which  set  out  from  London  Saturday  seven  night  but  I  hope  you  will 
have  received  it  before  now.  I  am  very  sorry  you  think  it  long  before  we  write  to  you  but  my 
Grandmamma  &  Aunts  desired  we  woud  write  to  them  once  a  week  &  we  do  tasks  to  send  to 
Mr.  Alibert  so  that  we  had  not  any  time  to  do  it  before  for  I  can  assure  you  nothing  gives  me  more 
pleasure  than  writing  to  such  a  good  Pappa.  We  are  reading  Ovides  Metamorphoses.  We  have 
done  ye  first  book  &  have  begun  the  second  &  shall  soon  read  the  third  they  are  very  prety  inter- 
taining  books — the  last  story  as  we  have  read  is  about  Philiemon  &  Baucis. 


Peregrine  Dust. 

London.  March  5,  1760. 

I  have  receiv’d  your  Letter  from  Liverpoole  &  am  much  pleas’d  you  are  got  there  as  I  think 
your  presence  &  the  occasion  wch  carried  you  there  will  be  of  great  service  to  me.  Mears  who  as 
you  rightly  judge  is  a  very  good  friend  of  our  house  will  tell  you  who  are  our  friends — the  Principal 
are  Mesrs  Heywood’s  Knight  &  Savage.  I  dont  know  any  other  service  you  can  do  one  than  by 
your  Civillitys  &  by  giving  your  franks  freely  wch  I  take  for  granted  you  will  have  an  ample  demand 
for. 

Your  Expedition  in  marching  as  soon  as  you  receiv’d  the  Mayors  notice  has  given  you  great 
Credit  &  I  understand  you  have  been  mention’d  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  George  Townsend 
very  much  to  your  honour,  I  almost  wish  Thurot  had  landed  for  I  really  believe  you  <£  your  Men 
wou’d  have  behav’d  well  it  is  however  upon  the  whole  a  very  great  thing  that  he  &  his  ships  are 
taken  &  it  is  my  opinion  (to  go  no  further)  that  now  the  People  at  Liverpoole  are  rid  of  their  fears 
they  will  grow  tird  of  the  expence  that  will  attend  such  a  number  of  Men  quarter'd  upon  them  A 
therefore  I  wou’d  advise  your  going  to  Manchester  or  your  old  quarters  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
can.  I  think  such  a  step  is  the  only  method  to  secure  your  Popularity  at  Liverpoole. 

A  A  2 
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You  have  undoubtedly  heard  of  a  Bill  in  P - 1  to  regulate  Elections  by  obliging  every  Member 

to  swear  to  his  Qualification  etc",  the  Bill  was  bro*  in  by  Sr  J.  P — s  &  is  strongly  supported  by 
P — t  and  the  Tories.  I  understand  it  is  liable  to  many  Objections  as  to  the  Plan  of  it  &  it  is 
likely  to  produce  great  Opposition  :  it  came  on  yesterday  &  was  the  occasion  of  more  sport  than 
has  been  shown  these  3  years.  Ld  Eg — t  distinguished  himself  &  a  Pitch'd  Battle  is  declar'd  for 
next  Monday  sennight — the  Champions  are  on  our  side  Ld  Strange,  Ld  CarrysP,  Ld  EgmL  Sir  \Vm 
Peer  Williams  on  the  other  Mr  P — t,  Mr.  fir — nv — le,  Mr  Beckf — d  &  Sir  J11”  Sh— s.  I  expect  the 
debate  will  be  worth  hearing  &  that  you  will  like  to  have  ye  particulars  communicated  to  you.  if 
so  I  desire  you  will  send  me  2  or  3  Letters  to  some  of  your  freinds  who  are  Members  in  order  to  get 
me  in  for  that  day.  I  shall  otherwise  have  no  chance  of  hearing  the  Debate  not  being  acquainted 
with  a  single  member  whom  I  can  ask  such  a  favour  of.  You  will  perhaps  like  to  hear  what  pass'd 
yesterday  as  far  as  I  have  heard  it  is  as  follows. 

Yesterday  being  appointed  for  its  Coming  on  &  Sr  Jn°  Sh — s  &  Mr.  P — t  not  being  there  it 
was  mov’d  to  put  it  off  for  a  further  day  upon  wcfl  Ld  Str — nge  took  up  the  Cudgels  spoke  very 
bitterly  against  ye  Bill  and  amongst  other  things  said  he  saw  no  other  view  in  proposing  such  a 
Bill  but  to  catch  ye  vulgar  6c  wanted  it  to  be  put  off  for  3  months.  Ld  Carrysf1  supported  him. 
Ld  Egm — t  said  he  saw  no  reason  why  a  Bill  of  this  Consequence  in  such  a  full  house  shou'd  be 
put  off  because  2  Members  were  absent  that  as  a  private  man  he  wou'd  feel  as  much  compaisance 
as  anybody,  but  as  a  Member  of  the  House  he  must  oppose  it.  He  said  further  that  there  were 
a  great  many  members  absent  &  therefore  if  it  was  thought  proper  to  have  the  Bill  def err'd  he  thought 
a  summons  shou'd  be  sent  to  all  ye  absent  Members  to  attend.  It  wras  at  last  agreed  to  be  put  off 
till  Monday  sennight  &  it  is  imagin’d  there  will  be  a  great  debate  upon  it. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Mid.  Tern.  Mar.  7,  1760.) 

I  have  just  recd  your  Lettr  &  have  only  time  to  tell  you  that  your  Name  in  all  ye  Papers  makes 
a  good  appearance  standing  first,  and  it  is  taken  Notice  of.  My  answer  to  every  Body  is  that  you 
are  never  ambitious  of  Pre-eminence  so  much  as  in  Times  of  Danger  ;  and  I  think  it  shd  be  so 
represented  at  Grantham.  I  wrote  to  my  sister  at  Thurlowe  as  soon  as  I  cd  send  her  certain  News 
of  Thurot’s  Defeat.  I  shd  have  been  afraid  of  speaking  of  it,  for  Fear  of  mischief,  as  I  did  not  know 
your  Plan  with  her  ;  but  your  Name  appearing  so  in  all  ye  Papers  determin’d  me  to  write  to  her, 
and  I  am  glad  that  I  did,  for  the  Newrs  has  made  her  quite  happy,  &  I  have  this  Day  the  very 
prettiest  Letter  from  her  in  Return  that  I  ever  recd  in  my  Life. 

Dr  Richardson  is  now  in  complete  Possession  of  ye  Precentorship  of  Lincoln,  &  you  never  heard 
of  so  total  a  Reversal  of  any  Decree  in  your  Life.  The  Lds  made  Chapman  pay  the  costs  of  the 
whole  Suit,  tho’  ye  Bill  agl  him  was  dismissed  in  ve  C*  below\  The  Doctrine  now  settled  by  the 
Lds  decides  ye  merits  of  N.  &  P.  in  our  Favor,  Ld  Mansfield  cd  not  endure  ye  Doctrine  that  any 
Trustee  shd  apply  a  Trust  to  his  own  private  Benefit  in  any  shape,  &  insisted  that  it  shd  in  all  these 
Cases  devolve  upon  ye  Court.  Ld  Hardwicke  agreed  with  him  entirely  6c  they  both  thought  in  this 
case  that  ye  Breach  of  Trust  was  attended  with  many  Circumstances  of  aggravation.  Jackson 
insists  upon  it  that  I  went  upon  that  Principle  in  my  Bill,  &  persever'd  in  it.  I  cannot  say  more 
on  this  Head  now  and  it  wrill  keep  cold. 

I  set  out  for  Northton  on  Tuesday  morning,  &  shall  be  at  Grantham  on  Monday  or  Tuesday 
y®  17tb  or  18th  the  Commission  Day  at  Derby  is  Thursday  ye  27th  and  I  shd  be  glad  to  hear  of  your 
motions  while  I  am  at  Belton  if  it  be  possible,  because  it  will  help  to  determ,  me  as  to  those  that 
stay  there. 

The  Aldm  sends  you  all  News  of  ye  H.  of  Commons,  where  I  get  but  little  Intelligence.  We 
both  think  that  as  you  are  come  into  Livpool  with  great  credit,  you  might  now  leave  it  with  great 
Credit,  signifying  your  unwillingness  to  trouble  ’em  any  longer,  and  your  readiness  to  come  again 
when  you  can  save  ’em.  I  am  come  late  from  ye  H.  of  Lords  on  another  appeal  from  ye  Keeper. 

A  pleasant  case  is  to  be  tried  at  Lincoln  Assizes  between  an  Aid11  of  Lincoln  agl  a  neighbouring 
Bar1  for  Crim  &  Con  : 

Another  action  is  brot  by  the  same  Person  ag*  the  same  for  maintenance  of  a  child,  wch  is  indeed 
y®  Barts  Child.,  but  yet  is  the  Child  of  ye  Aldlis  own  wife.  They  are  to  be  tried  by  special  Juries 
and  I  beg  you'll  tell  y®  Lieuten  Col  :  that  his  assistance  is  much  wanted.  We  summon  one  of  your 
Militiamen  to  be  evidence  in  Boston. 


. 
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Anne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Pappa, 

Your  Letters  always  gives  me  ye  greatest  pleasure  imaginable  particularly  when  you 
approve  of  my  going  on.  Indeed  I  am  very  sencible.  I  can  never  make  so  much  amends  for  ye 
Pains  &  Trouble  your  Mamma  has  been  at  but  by  improving  myself  &  I  am  very  well  assur'd  vou 
&  Mamma  have  no  other  interest  than  mine.  I  did  intend  writing  to  you  this  Post  if  I  had  not 
receiv'd  yours  but  was  afraid  it  wou'd  be  troublesome  as  I  know  you  have  so  much  Busniss,  but 
since  you  have  given  me  so  much  incouragement  I  shall  always  be  scribbling  and  as  I  have  such 
a  good  Pappa  who  will  excuse  all  my  Faults  Inded  I  cant  help  answering  your  Letter  this  Post 
to  assure  you  I  cant  find  words  to  express  my  joy  at  Monsr  Thurot's  Death  though  I  cannot  help 
being  sorry  for  so  many  Inocent  People  to  loose  their  Lives  but  if  thousands  were  to  be  killed  it 
would  I  think  be  not  too  Dear  a  price  to  save  so  good  &.  Dear  a  Pappa’s  life  &  a  man  who  does  so 
much  good  as  you  do  to  every  one  you  think  deserving  of  it  wou'd  be  a  greater  loss  than  all  the 
Thurots  in  France.  I  can  assure  you  I  am  very  happy  He  did  not  make  His  appearance  in  Eng¬ 
land.  My  Mamma  has  often  wished  Him  at  ye  Bottom  of  ye  Sea  long  ago  I  think  He  is  there  in  all 
likelyhood  by  this  time  ;  we  heard  of  His  being  Defeated  last  Wednesday  but  we  were  very  uneasv 
till  then  as  your  Liverpool  journey  was  so  sudden  that  it  greatly  alarmed  us.  I  am  quite  happy 
to  hear  there  is  no  posibility  of  an  invasion  &  I  hope  ye  Militia  will  soon  be  sent  home  &  I  think 
it  is  likely  they  will  soon  return  by  a  kind  Letter  My  Uncle  Frank  wrote  to  my  Mamma  :  I  cant 
help  repeating  that  seeing  you  woud  be  ye  greatest  pleasure  I  cou'd  have.  It  shall  never  be  wanting 
in  us  to  deserve  my  Grandmama  and  Aunts  Friendship.  My  sister  told  you  in  her  Poscrip  that 
we  were  reading  Ovids  Metamorphoses.  She  I  think  mentions  ye  story  of  Philemon  A  .Baucis 
&  that  which  we  read  to  Day  was  Byblis  having  conceiv’d  a  Passion  for  Her  Brother  Caune  who 
was  oblig’d  to  fly  to  avoid  ye  Love  of  his  mad  Sister  who  follow'd  Him  &.  got  to  Carie  where  she 
was  Metamorphos’d  into  a  Fountaine.  I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  my  Brother  last  week.  I  am 
afraid  this  will  be  as  long  &  troublesome  &  since  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  I  will  finish  in  wishing 
you  may  continue  to  injoy  that  good  Health  you  do  at  Present.  My  Mama  Begs  to  Jovns  with 
My  Uncle  &  Aunt  Vernon  in  kind  love  to  you.  My  sister  joyns  with  me  in  Duty.  I  remain 

Dear  Pappa, 

your  most  dutyfull  &  affecte  Daughter 

Great  Thurlow.  Ann  Cust. 

March  ye  8,  1760. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Northampton.  Wed.  Mar.  12,  1760. 

I  am  got  thus  far  in  ye  London  Road  towards  you,  &  by  tomorrow  Fortnight  hope  to  be  a  little 
nearer  to  you  at  Derby.  It  is  very  odd  that  there  shd  be  such  a  Difference  to  me  in  the  two  Places, 
but  so  it  is  that  I  never  yet  missed  a  Brief  at  this  Place  nor  ever  got  one  at  the  other.  We  have 
here  but  two  Causes,  &  I  think  myself  well  off  with  one  of  'em,  wcl1  will  be  tried  this  afternoon. 
The  other  is  an  Act"  for  Words,  &  yet  to  be  tried  by  a  spec1  jury. 

When  I  told  you  that  we  wanted  one  of  your  Militia  Men  to  be  a  Witness  in  the  Boston  Cause, 
I  did  not  know  that  one  of  your  Capt^  was  himself  a  Def*  in  another  Cause  ;  but  I  find  that  there 
is  an  Action  bro1  by  Lady  Thorold  ag1  Capt.  Buckworth  to  be  tried  next  week  at  Lincoln.  It  is 
not  right  to  tout  for  it,  &  I  wd  not  have  you  do  it  ;  but  you  may  find  an  opportunity  of  learning 
what  Recommendation  there  has  been,  &  whether  any  Body  has  been  dabbling. 

Miss  Lucy  has  sent  by  my  man,  who  came  here  from  Belton,  an  extract  of  a  Letter  to  ye  Peer 
of  S.  from  Ld  Barrington  but  tho'  they  are  happy  with  it  I  am  disappointed  that  no  Letter  was 
wrote  to  you  who  was  ye  Antesignanus  at  Liverpool,  &  surely  as  much  entitled  to  his  MajG"3  Thanks 
as  the  Northern.  You'll  see  what  Blackborne  says  of  you  in  ye  enclosed  Note.  The  Judge  whom 
I  have  waited  upon  this  morning  desires  his  particular  complms  to  you  :  He  tells  me  that  C'has  : 
Townshend  sd  he  was  sorry  to  hear  Thurot  was  demolished.  On  being  asked  why  his  answer  was 
because  he  wd  have  made  a  good  Bag- Fox  for  ye  Militia.  You  don’t  think  anything  of  your  March 
in  your  last  Letter  to  me,  but  I  understood  from  Miss  Lucy  that  you  are  order'd  to  Manchester, 
where  I  hope  this  will  find  you  safely  arrived.  I  don  t  expect  to  have  much  to  communicate  to 
you  for  the  Circuit.  .  .  . 

We  leave  this  Place  on  Friday  &  go  to  Leicr  on  ye  public  Business  of  preferring  an  Indictm1 
-agt  Ld  F. 


* 
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From  thence  I  shall  probably  decamp  on  Sunday  to  Belton,  if  not  Saty  evening  and  stay  there 
till  Wednesday,  when  we  are  off  together,  my  mother  southwards  &  myself  northwards. 

If  you  make  any  Bargain  with  yourself  about  going  to  London,  I  cd  wish  to  know  it  before  I 
go  to  Nottingham— I  stay  at  Lincoln  from  Wedn  :  ye  l«)th  to  Sunday  ye  23rd— shall  probably  come 
back  to  Belton  that  Day  &  go  from  thence  to  Nottingham  on  Monday  ye  24th. 


Elizabeth  Oust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Pappa, 

Tho  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  having  a  Letter  from  you  yet  if  I  have  but  the  good  News 
to  hear  you  mjoy  your  Health,  we  all  wish  very  much  to  hear  that  you  are  settled  &  coming  amongst 
us  very  soon  for  I  can  assure  you  we  think  it  very  long  before  we  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you, 
but  as  you  have  got  to  Manchester  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  you  will  soon  come  to  us  &  I  hope  for 
good  for  I  can  not  think  wht  the  Meltia  stays  out  for  now  1  think  ye  French  must  make  a  peace 
for  they  seem  very  poor.  We  did  not  hear  ye  good  News  of  your  leaving  Liverpool  till  Friday 
for  it  Layd  upon  ye  road  indeed  it  made  us  verj^  happy  to  hear  it.  You  are  very  good  in  saying 
you  wou’d  write  to  me  next  post,  but  I  beg  that  if  you  are  in  a  Hury  not  to  trouble  yourself  in 
writing  to  me  indeed  I  coud  not  stay  till  another  post  without  letting  you  know  how  all  our  good 
Friends  did  at  Thurlow.  My  sister  is  writing  a  line  to  my  Brother  I  am  sure  he  will  be  quite  happy 
to  hear  you  have  got  to  Manchester.  You  was  very  good  to  be  pleased  with  my  Letter  I  am  sure 
it  always  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  write  to  my  good  Friends.  I  wont  write  a  longer 
Letter  afraid  of  tireing  you  as  I  know  you  have  ardlv  time  to  read  it  so  must  conclude  with  my 

Mammas  it  Lncle  &  Aunt  Vernons  love.  My  sister  joins  with  me  in  Duty  to  you  &  believe  me 
to  be 

Dear  Papa, 

your  most  dutifull  &  Affec  :  Daughter 

Elizabeth  Cust. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(London.  March  17,  1760.) 

I  am  very  much  pleas’d  to  find  by  your  last  Letter  that  you  &  your  Brother  officers  have  been 
so  highly  honour’d  at  Liverpoole.  Your  behaviour  in  setting  out  at  2  o’C’lock  to  their  Relief  has 
gain’d  you  very  great  Credit  here  as  well  as  there  &  upon  the  whole  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  Expe¬ 
dition  will  turn  out  in  particular  advantageous  to  me. 

The  Fast  day  intervening  betwixt  the  Receit  of  your  Letter  &  today  Sr  J.  Colebrooke  went 
into  ye  Country  &  I  found  it  impossible  to  deliver  your  Letter  to  him  for  any  admittance  today, 
it  has  proved  however  of  no  consequence  for  the  House  did  not  meet  on  account  of  the  death  of 
the  Speaker's  Brother,  having  adjourn'd  till  Friday  :  I  propose  calling  on  Sr  James  tomorrow  but 
I  am  dubious  if  I  shall  succeed,  the  favour  being  increasd  by  the  Speaker’s  refusing  to  admit  anv 
Members  for  a  day.  From  what  I  learn  there  is  a  very  strong  Opposition  forming  against  P — t 
&  I  am  sorry  you  are  out  of  the  way.  I  think  your  Presence  at  this  time  might  be  material  &  I 
wou’d  advise  you  to  come  up  if  possible  directly.  It  seems  your  friend  Ld  E.  has  been  often  inquir¬ 
ing  for  you  of  Mr  Cust  &  has  express'd  a  very  great  desire  to  see  you  in  Town.  I  conjecture  he 
foresees  your  Presence  wou’d  be  usefull. 

There  is  not  ye  least  news  at  Present. 


Great  Thurlow. 

March  ye  16  :  60. 


Anne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Pappa, 

As  you  are  so  good  to  say  it  gives  you  Pleasure  to  hear  from  me  &  if  I  can  add  any  ways 
to  your  Happyness  I  shall  do  it  with  ye  greatest  pleasure  imaginable.  You  made  us  all  very  Happy 
by  Leting  us  know  that  you  intended  coming  in  a  fourteen  nights,  but  Dear  Pappa  dont  let  that 
fourteen  nights  be  so  long  as  your  ten  Days  were,  I  suppose  My  Grandmama  &  Aunts  have  wrote 
to  tell  you  they  did  not  set  out  till  W  ednesday  instead  of  Monday.  My  Brother  Breaks  up  to  Dav 


. 
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sevenmghts.  Indeed  We  think  it  very  long  before  We  see  Him  &  you.  My  Uncle  &  Aunt  Vernon 
are  so  good  to  desire  y'  Company  &  My  Brother  to  spend  ye  Holydays  with  them.  I  am  sure  Mv 
Bro  :  will  think  that  Fourteen  nights  one  of  ye  Happyest  he  has  had  a  great  while  ;  Tho’  mv  Brother 
is  so  gooil  that  He  can  make  Himself  easy  &  Happy  where  ever  He  is  which  is  a  charmin--  .malitv 
My  Mamma  has  receiv'd  another  very  kind  Letter  from  my  Uncle  Frank  where  He  mentioned  vou 
had  gamed  great  Honour  &  that  mention  was  made  of  you  in  ye  House  of  Commons,  that  the 
King  was  very  well  satisfy' d  with  ye  Lincolnshire  Militia.  Indeed  I  dont  doubt  it  as  I  know  that 
where  ever  my  Dear  Pappa  is  commander  it  cant  be  otherwise  than  right.  As  vou  desired  me  to 
vmte  an  account  of  wht  We  read  I  will  repeat  you  this  History.  The  Xvmphe  Hesperia  Hvin- 
from  Esaque  whom  she  Loved  was  Stung  by  a  serpent  &  fell  down  Dead  with  ye  wound  Esaoue 
was  so  afflicted  that  he  plunged  Himself  into  ye  sea  &  was  turned  into  a  Diver,  this  is  ve  Topick 
o  ye  Fable.  Madame  Alibert  sent  us  La  Jardiniere  de  Vincennes  for  us  to  read  &  I  have  read  some 
at  my  leasure  I  think  it  very  Pntty.  My  LTiele  &  Aunt  Vernon  desire  to  joyn  with  my  Mamma  in 
kmd  Love  to  you  ;  My  sister  begs  to  joyn  with  me  in  Duty  to  you.  I  hope  We  shall  be  Happy  to 
see  you  soon  till  then  I  remain,  111 

Dear  Pappa, 

your  most  Dutyfull  &  affec  :  Daughter 

Thurlow.  March  ye  23/60.  Ann  Ccst 


Anne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Pappa, 

The  greatest  pleasure  I  can  have  during  your  Absence  is  writing  to  you.  Therefore  I 
take  ye  first  opportunity  of  paying  my  Duty  to  you  in  this  manner  altho  corresponding  with  you 
is  very  agreeable  yet  conversing  with  you  is  still  more  so  &  I  hope  it  wont  be  long  before  I  have  that 
pleasure  We  had  a  very  good  Journey  to  Thurlow  &  what  made  y«  end  of  it  Pleasanter  was  our 
tanking  H  e  drew  near  to  Thurlow  where  we  had  ye  happvness  of  meeting  with  my  Uncle  Aunt 
ernon  m  good  Health  &  my  Aunt  a  great  deall  better  than  when  we  left  Her  last.  I  am  fflad  I 
can  give  you  a  better  account  than  when  you  left  us  last  of  my  Brother  who  I  hope  is  much  better. 
My  Mamma  had  a  Letter  on  Friday  from  My  Grandmamma  in  which  She  mentions  that  Her  Ladv- 
rvLT^u6  ^  rank  &  my  Aunts  have  had  a  good  Journey  &  that  my  Uncle  Frank  has  reestab- 
u  juHea,th'  Alibert  was  so  obliging  as  to  inquier  about  ye  Booke  We  were  to  buy  & 
if  We  had  bought  y«  Amusing  Journals  &  Dorm  Quixotte  they  woud  have  cost  two  Pounds  A:  Mamma 
thought  you  wou’d  think  it  too  much  so  She  bought  only  ye  Amusing  Journals  &  Mr  Alibert  got 

l/cu  61ghteen  shlllings*  Mamraa  was  in  hopes  of  having  had  a  Letter  from  you  last  Friday 
but  She  expects  to  have  a  Letter  to  Day  with  a  good  account  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Manchester. 
■She (desires  to  Joyn  with  My  Uncle  &  Aunt  Vernon  in  kind  love  to  you.  My  Brother  &  Sister  Jovn 
with  me  in  duty  to  you  &  believe  me  to  be 


Great  Thurlow. 
June  ye  1,  1760. 


dear  Pappa. 

your  most  Dutyfull  &  Affec  :  Daughter 

Ann  Cust. 


Elizabeth  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Pappa, 

i^OU  ma^  6asily  ^nunasine  how  happy  we  all  are  with  such  good  Friends  as  my  LTiele 
&  Aunt  V  ernon  We  only  wish  for  your  Company  &  then  it  would  quite  complete  our  happvness 
but  as  we  are  deprived  of  that  pleasure  I  take  this  Oppertunity  of  writing  to  you.  Madame  came 
to  us  last  Teusday  she  injoys  her  Health  very  well.  We  are  reading  Les  Jorneles  Amusantes  they 
are  very  Pretty  &  very  amusing.  I  hope  my  Brother  finds  great  benefit  by  ye  Country  Air.  My 
Aunt  Vernon  thank  God  is  a  great  deal  better  than  when  we  left  her  in  ye  winter.  My  Brother 
&  us  two  are  reading  Betsy  Thoughtless  in  English  which  we  think  a  very  intertaining  Book.  I 
must  beg  to  conclude  with  my  Mammas  &  Uncle  &  Aunt  Vernons  love  to  you.  My  Brother  <y 
•bister  Join  with  me  in  Duty  to  you,  &  believe  me  to  be 


Saturday,  June  ye  7,  1760. 


Dear  Pappa, 

your  most  dutyfull  &  Affect  :  Daughter 

Eliz.  Cust. 


' 


- 

. 
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Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Dr  Sr  John,  L°nd°n’.  17  June’  1760’ 

.  TT  ,Kfam  sorry  to  ac(luaint  you  with  the  bad  News  arrived  this  day  by  an  officer  Express 
from  Hallifax— viz.  that  on  ye  28th  of  April  the  greater  Part  of  ye  French  Force  in  Canada  advanced 
to  attack  Quebec,  w<*  being  supposed  not  well  able  to  sustain  a  siege  or  an  attack  by  a  force  so 
superior,  if  the  garrison  shd  be  herded  for  defence  of  many  Posts,  General  Murray  took  ye  Resolu- 
trnn  of  marching  out  to  meet  ye  enemy.  A  very  bloody  engagement  ensued  in  w-ch  we  were  defeated 

fi  fw?d4.  t0  rGrlire  mt°  yC  T0"”11  Where  it  is  pretended  (to  prevent  too  severe  an  Impression  at 
hrst)  that  our  Troops  are  preparing  to  make  a  vigorous  Defenct^-But  it  is  whisper’d  (and  I  fear 
with  truth)  that  ye  Account  is  also  come  of  its  being  absolutely  taken. 

The  officer  reports  that  Lord  Colville  sailed  from  Hallifax  for  Quebec  on  ye  22  of  April,  &  yht 
he  met  C’apt.  Swanton  also  going  thither  off  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  on  ye  20th  of  April. 

It  is  now  eleven  o  clock  &  I  have  no  Time  to  add  more — I  believe  the  Gazette  will  not  inform 
you  till  ye  next  Post — because  it  will  be  publish’d  late. 

I  am  ever, 

your  affectionately, 

Egmont. 

RS.— Pray  let  me  know  by  ye  next  Post  where  you  may  be  found  next  week— for  2  deeds  of 
Exchange  of  2  Farms  have  been  made  between  my  son  &  me — wctl  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you 
as  one  of  my  Trustees  to  assent  and  a  messenger  will  go  down  on  Purpose  to  you  as  also  with  another 
deed  giving  me  a  Power  from  him  to  raise  4000  by  agreement  with  him— 

formS  ^  P°Wer  °Ver  y6  Estate  1S  j°intly  in  my  son  &  me  as  you  know  is  only  matter  of  necessary 

N.B.  Mr.  Jodrells  clerk  will  be  ye  Messenger. 

P*S.  I  go  into  Somersetshire  next  week. 

(Mem  :  June  24th,  1760,  executed  for  Ld  Egmont  4  Deeds  :  2  of  Them  for  conveying  Coolmore- 
Coolwm  Bullroy  &  Moryleen  to  Ld  Egmont  by  Ld  Perceval.  I  assigned  over  ye  2000  years  Term 

vested  m  me  by  ye  Act  of  ye  31st  of  Geo  2nd  for  enabling  Ld  Egmont  to  raise  money  by  mortgage 
of  his  Irish  estates.  6  & 

Another  Deed  for  enabling  Ld  Egmont  to  borrow  3500  to  be  divided  between  him  &  Ld  Perceval. 
4th  Deed  to  enable  Ld  Egmont  to  borrow  4000£  for  his  own  use.) 


Eart.  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sr  John, 


Enmore.  July  3rd,  1760. 


I  return  you  many  Thanks  for  yr  obliging  Letter,  &  the  ready  dismiss  of  Mr  Joddrells- 
Clerk  with  the  executed  Deeds.  The  doubt  you  mention  (I  shd  imagine)  upon  further  Considera¬ 
tion  will  not  be  found  material — Because  by  the  Recovery  sufferd  the  whole  Estate  wch  was  settled 
&  vested  in  ye  Trustees  becomes  absolutely  in  ye  Power  of  my  son  and  me  for  such  part  or  parts 
of  it  as  we  shall  think  fit  to  make  any  disposition  of  by  our  joint  Acts  from  Time  to  Time  the 
Recovery  still  continuing  ye  Trust  for  such  Part  or  Parts  as  shall  not  be  affected  by  such  dispositions. 

These  Deeds  therefore  operate  as  I  understand  only  so  far  as  to  discharge  the  Trust  with  Regard 
to  such  Lands,  as  the  first  acts  of  my  son  &  myself  relate  to,  &  the  Concurrence  of  the  Trustees 
is  matter  of  form  only  And  as  my  son  &  me  jointly  have  it  in  our  Power  to  do  what  we  please  with 
ye  whole  Estate  we  may  certainly  exert  that  Power  in  respect  to  a  Part— Bonds  Mr.  Booth  has 
had  these  deeds  under  His  particular  consideration  together  with  Councellor  Barsham  on  my  son’s 
part  the  former  above  15  months  &  ye  Latter  above  4 — so  that  I  believe  all  the  care  &  skill  of  the 
Law,  has  been  employd  to  put  this  Business  to  a  regular  &  legal  course — especially  as  the  great 
consideration  was  to  form  these  deeds  to  serve  ye  Plan  for  any  future  Transactions  of  a  like  Nature. 

Since  my  last  a  very  unexpected  Turn  has  happend  in  our  American  Affairs,  and  Miracles  still 
attend  us.  Pray  God  we  may  have  Peace  before  they  cease  on  our  Part,  for  in  the  doctrine  of 
Chances  we  learn  that  there  is  no  such  Thing  as  Luck  in  a  long  Progression  of  Play,  and  that  in 
ye  End  as  many  black  Balls  must  be  drawn  as  White,  tho  a  Run  will  happen,  wch  as  it  often  decieves 
inexperienced  Gamesters  to  their  utter  Ruin,  so  It  will  as  fatally  destroy  the  Projects  of  giddy 


- 
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Politicians,  who  have  neither  skill  nor  Will  to  cut  before  the  Turn — If  we  wait  till  then,  we  have 
wasted  so  much  of  our  Cash  during  our  Successful  Play,  that  the  Loss  of  a  few  Stakes  far  short 
in  Number  of  those  we  have  won  would  break  our  Bank  for  ever. 

I  am  sincerely  sorry  that  your  military  Attentions  lead  you  to  ye  North — why  will  not  the 
army  Ministers  order  your  Troops  into  ye  South  ?  Surely  it  wd  be  all  one  to  you — if  you  are  to 
be  kept  the  whole  summer  from  your  home — But  it  wrt  be  to  me  a  great  happiness  as  in  that  case, 
I  could  not  fail  of  seeing  you  here  a  Pleasure  long  earnestly  wishd  for  by 

yr  faithfull  humble 

&  affect.  Ser* 

EgmONT. 


■  Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  Bart.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  was  a  few  days  at  London  Last  week  but  was  obliged  to  make  my  stay  as  short  as  possible 
&  consequently  was  so  hurry'd  as  not  to  have  a  minute  to  write  :  News  there  was  none,  but  wht 
soon  finds  its  way  into  the  Publick  Papers  as  that  ye  P.  Ferdinand’s  Quarters  have  now  done,  there 
you  will  join  with  me  in  being  satisfy’ d  from  all  circumstances,  the  situation  of  this  boasted  army 
&  general  is  very  compromising.  Advantages  have  been  gain’d  by  the  French  the  Lord  knows 
how,  in  ground  wch  we  were  before  possessed  of.  Our  Numbers  very  inferior  to  wht  was  seiz'd. 
As  to  the  K.  of  Prussia  I  think  His  Fate  will  soon  be  determin’d  if  what  has  already  passed  is  not 
a  decision  ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  if  Ill  news  must  come  (&  wht  can  be  good,  or  expected  from  thence) 
the  sooner  it  happens  the  better  for  this  country.  You  will  agree  with  me  in  wishing  us  well  out 
of  this  war  for  every  reason.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  hear  your  Son’s  complaint  was  quite  remov'd 
&  all  your  Family  well.  Mine  are  all  here  &  all  join  in  compliments  &  best  wishes  to  you.  Wo 
are  still  here  as  a  Militia  unemploy’d  but  our  arms  just  order’d  us. 

I  am  dr  Sr  John  your  most  Faithfully, 

Edmond  Thomas. 

Wenvoe  Castle.  July  20th,  1760. 


Do.  do.  do. 

(About  Brownlowe’s  illness) 

(and  his  own  election). 

As  to  our  Militia  we  are  now  just  in  readiness  in  case  it  is  thought  fit  to  call  us  out  how  that 
will  be  I  can’t  say,  I  fancy  the  accounts  from  Germany  will  soon  determine  it.  The  events  thero 
have  been  astonishing — but  will  they  give  us  a  good  peace  ?  As  to  reasoning  further  about  all 
politicks,  at  present  it  is  all  vain,  all  that  matter  is  so  out  of  the  Common  track,  there  is  no  saying 
anything,  but  the  Temper  of  the  People  I  find  begins  to  be  in  earnest  for  peace.  I  wish  to  God 
it  may  be  a  good  one  or  I  am  sure  there  is  much  to  be  answer’d  for.  .  .  . 

Wenvoe  Castle.  Sept.  20th,  1760. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Belton.  Sept.  23,  1760.) 

I  arriv’d  safe  here  last  night  &  today  I  receiv’d  your  Letter,  wch  has  a  little  disconcerted  me, 
but  as  I  cant  but  approve  your  reasons  for  not  meeting  me  at  Matlock  I  acquiesce  &  will  postpone 
my  Journey.  Had  I  known  of  Manchester  Races  I  wou’d  have  contrived  otherwise.  Dick  being 
at  Fulbeck  to  day,  who  is  to  accompany  me  puts  me  under  some  difficulty  to  fix  another  time  for 
our  meeting,  as  I  am  desirous  of  making  it  suitable  to  him.  I  think  however  if  I  fix  our  setting 
out  for  Monday  sennight  the  12th  of  October  it  must  be  convenient  ;  we  will  therefore  meet  you  at 
Matlock  sometime  in  the  evening  of  the  14tb  &  if  any  thing  shou’d  happen  to  prevent  your  coming 
let  me  know  it.  At  all  events  I  beg  a  Letter  from  you  in  answer  to  this.  I  saw  Brownlowe  at 
Stamford  &  was  pleas’d  to  find  him  in  so  much  a  better  state  of  health  than  I  expected.  I  think 
a  very  little  time  will  recover  him,  &  tho’  your  Plan  of  Education  is  destroy’d  by  this  unfortunate 
Illness,  yet  I  have  hopes  he  may  be  very  well  fitted  for  the  University.  I  shall  be  glad  to  meet- 
you  to  consult  about  him  &  till  that  time  I  defer  giving  any  opinion  about  Dr  Kelly  s  Letter. 

\  B  B 


. 
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Rev.  H.  Gibert. 


(Belton.  Sept.  28,  1760.) 

With  °howT“hnpietas“  At,tendanCe  UP°"  the  M"'«  a  Paa‘  Trouble,  if  you  knew 

TViirirr  +  ako  d  ’  tis  ab*ays  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  be  concerned  in  anv 

Thmg  that  may  turn  to  your  advantage.  The  Desarts  you  mention  will  certainly  do  so  if  theJ 

dav^Nolm-  \  SUCh  ,PerSOns  as  have  a  lonS  experience  in  Marling.  The  Marler  finished  yester- 

M«  Welby-  I  ‘senffor  himb  t°Ut  ^  m°rninZ  for  Denton  with  a  Note  from  Belton  to 

“I  J  ’  °r  hl.m  ^et°re  he  went  and  tryed  to  engage  him  ;  I  believe  I  may  depend  upon  his 

■coming  on  your  account  :  he  would  readily  settle  for  Life,  if  he  could  get  here  a  little  Favor  •  if 

Win  tokfi  i0l  y°V°  yOUr  Llkmg  1  dOUbt  n0t  but  d  wiu  be  wel1  in  your  Power  as  well  a.s  in  your 
1  fi,X,hl.m  tbat  way— no  Bailiff,  I  hear,  is  to  succeed  Bacon,  if  this  Scheme  should  be  found 

and  a'sin1  ^  (“  ^  “  Improper  one>  then  a  new  Man  must  be“m  A  Wea^r 

tbrl  f  h?  LaSt  appointed  in  my  late  Lord's  time,  to  look  over  the  Labourers  in 

t n^lvtTXfTu  f;rdepS  1  Cobler  “  ‘  Tmker  ™y  aPPly  Place  andtokTpon 

received  Custom  wdl  h„  f„  Processors,  but  I  know  you  will  think  otherwise  and  contrary  to 

we  hZe  hert^'orL  h  r,'  ng  “  man  exPeri<mced  in  agriculture,  very  likely  the  Marler 

Task  in  Marling,  and  done  by  different  People,  I  cannot  well  guess  how  far  he  may  be  Taste  oflt 

moZrTn  W  Zd‘reC‘  in  b°th  casf  “‘UalIy  «"•  1  am  Inclined  to  behev^L  as TTa  wy 
whTL  Lb  !  still  a>s  you  are  near  the  spot  where  he  was  lately  employed,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  make  strict  Inquiries  about  the  Compass  of  his  Abilities,  the  affair  in  question!  of  too 
great  a  consequence  to  trust  on  anything  but  well  grounded  information— but  ’ts  time  to' let  you 
kno  w  what  has  been  done  at  Normmton-I  divided  the  Lordship  into  four  Parts  wh  ST  I  proposed 

LVwTT  Ground's  T  .E"closurf  «»  Heafh.  2.  The  DeclSs  a^ Tr  as 

especially  the  Large  ones  beyl^hXT  “  *"  “  the  ToWn’  4’  the  °th« 

Hopes TiT  t; Sue h?1*  “e  ‘?°ked  !n  f°r  Marl  in  your  ^closures  yet  I  cannot  give  over  the 
pes  of  it.  Such  large  spots  can  hardly  be  one  Rock  without  any  Break— I  propose  to  trv  mvself 

rke  ?f  t:  °n  ,be  Brmk  °f  L  cii» « = ^  Xe“ 

wTfixT  for  Pita ^Tth  sTk“  th  TT  18  Veryshallow  and  the  Beds  very  thick.  Two  of  these 
least  to  the  flat  Heath  i,  ’  6  ''as  on  y  marked.  The  carnage  from  the  two  firsts  at 

a  great*  numher  T  very  »aay  aad  aa  they  luckily  lye  several  Hundred  yards  from  one  another 

thn  alT  ,  '  f'.T  f ay  marlecl  from  them  a‘  a  "ery  moderate  expence  &  when  I  consider 

Heep  I  ITtleTth  U-  f  tTtrhaCtSh°f,SO“  y°U  haVe  *here’  "hi<*  »«  think  tolerably  gooS  and 
onePor  two  Farms.  8  **“  Wh°‘6  tUm  ‘°  VMy  great  a«=°»“‘  "hen  once  sVout  into 

I  onivT.de  T  TC'iV!tiaS  S°  far  88  the  Low  Level  Grounds,  you  know  they  abound  with  Marl 
abundant  in  thickness,  tTnTshanow  unde^TurT'  “  °rdOT  *°  h‘m  th“  the  StUfi  Wa3  good’ 

3.  The  Level  Inclosures  as  far  as  the  Town  are  stocked  with  good  Marl  easilv  to  be  got  ■  .11 
Tsdy  supply"  these!'11  S'd6  °'  ‘hS  R°ad  “P  t0Wards  the  Heath’  but  the  Neighbouring  closes ’can 

first4’  LT  Tghu Tay  be‘ng  the  Last  publick  Day  at  Belvoir  I  thought  it  high  Time  to  make  mv 

good  stuff  in  theTaCe  T  therefore  desired  Mr  Kippis  to  go  to  Norminton.  the  Marler  found  very 

to  be  got  under  alTft  nUosures  beyond  the  Town  ;  he  is  persuaded  that  there  is  fine  Marl,  easily 

to  De  got  under  almost  every  spot  m  the  Lordship.  y 

The  Answers  you  desire  to  your  Queries  about  Marl  and  Marling  you  shall  have  in  mv  Npvt 
Post!  w!fch^  knOW  y°u  are  to  receive  acco^  of  by  this 

whe^hr^soh!1  thplS  ? anSh,  ,that  Dick  Marks  is  Inlisted.  He  is  a  simple  Fellow,  but  good  Natured 
if  the  Laches  fronTwh!?  TUf  '  is  Very  apt  to  make  him  ™d  aad  mischievous  ; 

Ltow  tW  upo ^DTcktnT.  TT  .  tHe  °Id  S°ldier  ^  n0t  ^  disP°sed  of,  ’twill  be  Charity  to 
Mr.  pr  Cust!rri  v<n  IP  i  6  TrSt  air  opportunity,  they  11  do  him  as  much  good  as  his  Pay — 

to  set  out  next  Wednes  T™  ^  ^  !  Wlth  .^F'  b  u,ler  a  Gentleman  of  his  acquaintance  they  design 

to  set  out  next  Wednesday  and  meet  you  in  their  way  to  Manchester. ... 


■ .  . 
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Elizabeth  Oust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Pappa, 


Belton.  Dec.  ye  1  / 17 60. 


I  am  now  a  giving  myself  ye  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  indeed  there  is  nothing  in  your 
absence  that  can  give  me  so  much  as  hearing  a  good  account  of  you  &  corrisponding  with  you. 
I  shoud  have  troubled  with  a  Letter  before  had  we  not  hoped  of  injoying  your  Company  sooner 
we  were  very  glad  to  hear  ye  Bath  waters  agreed  so  well  with  my  Brother  &  I  do  not  in  ve  least 
doubt  that  in  a  short  time  wre  shall  hear  He  injoys  a  perfect  state  of  Health  which  will  make  us 
all  happy.  My  Grandmama  &  Aunts  are  so  good  to  us  that  wo  pass  our  time  very  pleasantry. 
We  only  w^^nt  your  Company  to  make  it  more  so.  We  are  a  going  presently  a  Horseback  to  see 
my  Aunt  Nelthorp  who  has  been  laid  up  with  ye  Goute  this  three  weeks  but  has  got  so  much  better 
as  to  come  downstairs  tho  cannot  as  yet  get  out.  My  Grandmama  &  Aunts  desire  their  love.  My 
Sister  Joins  with  me  in  DuJ,y  &  I  remain 

Dear  Pappa 

your  ever  Dutyfull 

&  Affect.  Daughter 

Eliz.  Cust. 


P.S. — My  Mamma  has  just  received  your  Letter  &  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  intend  coming 
of  Saturday  wre  all  wish  you  a  good  Journey.  Madame  desires  her  Compts. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Dec.  17,  1760.) 

I  flatter  myself  from  the  Experience  I  have  had  of  your  Great  Friendship  to  me,  you  will  not 
be  now  displeased  to  hear  that  I  have  great  reason  to  believe  The  King  yesterday  signed  a  warrant 
to  me  for  the  Clk  of  the  Spicery,  having  had  several  accounts  thereof  from  St  James  last  night,  & 
this  morning  confirmed  by  Mr.  Reynolds  the  King's  Page,  who  wras  in  waiting — wrhen  I  consider 
the  Gentlem"  who  had  it  was  not  only  a  man  of  fortune  &  fashion  but  a  very  near  relation  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  I  think  myself  more  lucky  in  my  success.  I  have  not  yet  had  it  signfyd  to  me 
in  form,  but  expect  it  every  day — I  find  it  is  a  much  better  thing  than  I  expected  &  think  it  cannot 
ever  be  less  than  5  or  600  pr  an.  but  may  be  much  more.  When  I  hear  further  thereon  will  acquaint 
you. 

I  find  the  Expedition  is  at  an  End  &  it  is  whispered  Things  do  not  go  on  very  cordially  at  Court 
but  I  dont  know  that — I  think  His  Majv  has  shew'd  great  spirit  of  Resolution  in  regard  to  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  who  asked  for  a  Reg*  for  his  Brother  &  pretending  in  an  ambiguous  manner  that  he 
the  Duke,  coud  not  serve  his  Majesty  if  his  Bror  had  anyone  put  over  his  head  the  King  instantly 
took  him  at  his  Word  &  turned  him  out  of  his  Bedcham1- — The  Duke  now  repents  &  says  the  King 
misunderstood  him,  but  it  is  too  late. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  very  extraordinary  behaviour  of  your  Bror  Frank  in  an  Insurance 
cause  who  spoke  after  Two  other  Council,  &  so  much  superior  to  Them  &  in  so  very  clear  &  explicit 
manner  that  he  convinced  Ld  Mansfield  contrary  to  a  determd  case  of  his  own  &  ye  other  Judges 
&  has  got  amazing  credit  both  in  his  own  profession  &  every  where  else,  being  much  talked  of.  I 
have  been  walking  about  all  Day  &  am  much  tired  therefore  shall  add  no  more  at  pres4  but  that  I  am 

Yr  very  obligd  hum  :  ser\rt 

J.  Secker. 


Saturday  night. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Dec.  20,  1760.) 

I  have  not  anything  particular  to  acquaint  you  with — there  has  been  &  will  be  various  reports 
none  of  which  can  be  depended  on.  It  has  been  said  by  many  that  the  Ministry  cannot  agree,  that 
y «  Dukes  of  Rutland  &  Devonshire  affronted  at  so  many  Changes  in  Their  offices  would  resighn  but 
I  imagine  there  is  no  or  very  little  foundation  for  any  such  reports,  as  I  believe  there  is  no  difference 
in  ye  Ministry,  at  least  that  has  broke  out,  &  I  imagine  the  two  Dukes  never  had  any  such  thoughts. 

Hugonin  first  Clk  of  ye  Kitchen  both  to  ye  late  King  &  the  Present  when  Prince  of  Wales  to  his 
great  astonishment  is  turned  out.  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  was  a  man  who  did  make  all  advan¬ 
tages,  &  has  been  Fool  enough  to  talk  very  high  on  ye  pretend  alterations  that  are  to  be  made.  A 

B  B  2 
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Mr.  Arnold  a  very  old  man  who  was  second  Clk  of  the  Kitchen  to  Ve  late  King  &  over  whose 

out^iT of*  Kitchen* fc'm&de 

I  think  I  cannot  be  misinformed  in  regard  to  myself  as  I  have  it  not  only  from  everybody  at 

riFsr  p  ftaR^  sra 

“world  *  ^  1  ‘magineti!  &  1  C6rtainly  "aVe  «“>“  »  b*  th«  ttoSS  Man 

Everybody  is  pleas*  to  find  the  Expedition  is  at  an  end  as  I  beleive  Nobody  expected  anv  aood 

thi^T^  lXPetlHl°Vh«  time,?f  ^  year‘  1  find  Sir  Ed™nd  Thomas  wdl  certaiS ^ha^some 
Fd  t-fl  h  COncl“deJ?r-  Scott  hkewise  but  dont  hear  they  are  yet  fixed  for  anything  I  hope  S' 
Ed,r  Jef"e  his  Election  as  it  may  be  expensive  if  not  dangerous  to  be  rechose.  P 

Airs.  Seeker  desires  to  join  m  respects  to  Lady  C'ust  &  the  Familys  at  Belton  &  Fulbeck. 

Milman  Street.  Decr  20th. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Gust. 

rpi  •  ,  ,  _  .  ,  (Dec.  23,  1760.) 

ihJl  h  n  r  erb  that  Ma"y  Things  happen  between  the  Cup  &  the  Lip  &  it  is  a  Proverb 

r  r  “  himT ter  “  w*  “  1  118  -‘-‘^“ding  Ld  Bathurst  sent  me  Wo"d 

ve  parri,W  V  D  ,  m7  ^arrant  wa*  sighnd  tho  this  has  been  confirm^  to  me  by 

by  yagT;adepeop  e  nThAdLTt  °'  A?  C'0t\th°  :  1  >“™  wish*  ,oy  by  all  4  wa.7^  on 
y  7,  ,  P*  £*  m  that  department  yet  yesterday  I  lost  ye  place. 

rnetAth  6  7  700,pr  “V1  have  **  a  —Web 

rAAyet  Tl htve6had  noTLtcA*  *°  ^  "  WhethOT  int6nd  ‘°  A know 

havfan^Te^  **  ^  *  ’ban  never 

13  f  jad  Upon  us’  but  must  endeavor  to  bear  it  with  patience  &  resignation  I 

dineJ^cZ^tth^oZs^  7?  ^  "rite  “t0  Lincolnshire  post,  that  he  ii  to 

well  in  regard  to  Mr.  Evelin.  °  ^  &  ^  d°Ubt  but  &t  1&St  a11  ThinSs  wiU  terminate 

Milman  Street.  Dec.  23. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

tv,  , ,  •  (Dec.  25.) 

me  fronT anvbodvf  7°^  ?  regard  t0  mySelf  but  that  1  have  had  no  notice  given 

a^body-  The  Warrants  are  delivering  out  &  I  suppose  I  shall  be  sent  for  tomorrow  or 

y  receive  ray  lsgrace  for  tho  :  I  dont  own  it  yet  certainly  to  be  turned  out  of  600  pr  an 

torecei"6  not  qmte  £6°  is  certainly  so,  I  cannot  conceive  the  treason  of  the  Duke  of  RuHands 

at  ve  v«rvF  T T  t0  haVe  taken  pains  to  spread  about  m>r  apointment  to  ye  Spicery 

dav  thatch  T  ^  fr°m  me-  Mr*  Bla^burne  told  Frank  no  longer  ago  than Tester 

given  to  - asked  "h° 1  ™  aad  ~ 

ot  OnaThyv  t°Pu,bl|lck1a«‘fs  it  is  said  the  Ministry  are  in  great  confusion  4  resignations  talked 

2  or  rAe  8  th°T  d  rr  *  Which  1  fancy  y°u  "-i'1  be  *■  hear  i»  that  Ld  Bute  has  been 

2  or  3  times  with  L  Egmont— I  know  he  was  Here  near  2  houres  y'-  day  before  yesterday  This 

“gat  I.Shd  SUPP0Se  tha>-  otber  ^  ba  willTe  carefull  W 
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John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

(Dec.  30.) 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  Ld  E.  came  privately  to  Leicr  House  ye  back  way,  &  had  a  private  audience 
of  2  or  3  houres.  I  hapd  to  see  him  accidently.  This  looks  I  think  as  if  a  storme  was  rising.  I  wish 
I  had  got  into  Port  first.  The  Duke  of  Rutland  I  suppose  by  way  of  making  excuse  for  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  me  has  been  so  unkind  to  tell  Dr.  Taylor  &  I  conclude  other  of  my  Friends  that  ye  reason 
he  took  it  from  me  was  that  I  was  wanting  in  respect  to  his  Grace  by  not  waiting  on  him  as  soon 
as  the  King  or  Ld  Bute  had  signifyd  to  me  my  appointment.  I  think  it  rather  hard  his  Grace  shd 
not  be  content  wh  depriving  me  of  my  place,  but  must  accuse  me  to  my  Friends  as  beine  myself 
ye  cause  of  it,  the  real  case  being  that  I  never  was  informed  of  it  by  any  authority  whatever  except 
publick  report  &  private  information,  which  I  waited  impatiently  for,  when  I  shd  soon  have  waited 
on  him  being  what  I  most  desired.  His  Grace  has  taken  ye  Icehouses  from  Stillingfleets  place 
&  given  them  to  Stukely.  Ye  sailary  £100  &  I  suppose  ye  purquis8  as  much  more.  The  ice  has  not 
been  separated  this  100  year.  I  hear  likewise  that  ye  Spicery  tho’  in  ye  name  of  ye  Dukes  son 
goes  to  Mrs.  Stukeley  for  her  life  besides  which  Stukely  is  made  Gen  :  of  the  Pantry  so  that  he  is 
well  provided  for. 

I  am  today  told  that  I  am  appointed  not  Sarg*  of  ye  Accatery  but  Gentleman  Harbenger.  I  don't 
at  all  know  what  it  is  but  it  is  given  to  me  as  a  very  good  one,  I  am  to  have  my  Warrant  tomorrow. 
I  make  no  doubt  if  it  is  not  so,  which  I  have  my  doubts  of  meerly  because  ye  Duke  of  Rutland  has 
not  laid  his  thumb  on  it,  that  His  Majesty  will  sometime  or  other  make  me  amends,  I  have  been 
hurt  not  a  little  but  thank  God  have  got  ye  better  &  can  eat,  drink  &  laugh  agin  as  well  as  before. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  Letter  wThich  I  receiv'd  yesterday  &  for  the  kind  concern  you 
express  at  my  disapointment.  Mr.  Martin  is  not  less  so  than  yourself  &  is  much  displeased.  When 
I  saw  him  last  he  had  not  seen  Ld  Bute  &  knew  no  particulars.  I  shall  see  him  tomorrow  when 
I  hope  I  shall  get  some  information  of  this  strange  affair. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Jan.  1,  1761.) 

Mr.  Martin  has  this  day  seen  the  Princess  &  it  is  impossible  to  tell  you  how  high  she  takes  my 
treatment.  The  King  has  been  deceivd  by  a  Noble  Duke  who  has  behaved  as  bad  in  my  regard 
as  ye  Duke  of  Devonshire  behavd  generous  and  handsome,  but  this  must  not  be  talked  of  as  I  have 
receivd  a  most  gracious  message  from  Her  assuring  me  I  am  very  greatly  both  in  ye  Kings  &  Her 
esteem.  She  was  pleasd  to  say  she  felt  my  dissapointment  as  there  was  a  wide  difference  between 
1000  &  100  p.  an.  The  place  I  have  now  got  &  am  sworn  into  being  of  no  more  value  it  is  Gentle¬ 
man  Harbenger,  a  sinecure  except  when  the  King  travels.  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  their  is 
an  intent  to  rout  Ld  Bute  if  they  can  at  least  it  is  generally  so  said,  but  I  hope  they  wont  succeed. 
Mr.  Martin,  who  has  again  in  ye  kindest  manner  represented  me  to  the  Princess  &  to  whom  I  know 
not  how  to  express  my  gratitude,  says  he  is  sure  from  ye  manner  that  my  affair  is  taken  in  that 
I  shall  not  be  a  sufferer.  I  hope  he  will  prove  as  good  a  prognosticator  as  he  has  done  a  Friend. 
The  Archbishop  is  very  much  concerned  at  my  dissapointment,  &  has  been  so  kind  to  tell  me  this 
day  he  will  take  an  oportunity  to  talk  wh  Ld  Bute  about  me. 

The  Friendship  you  have  been  so  kind  to  shew  me  will  plead  my  excuse  for  giving  you  so  much 
trouble. 


Duke  of  Manchester  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

As  we  country  gentlemen  have  various  reports  concerning  the  time  of  the  putting  an  end  to 
this  Session  of  the  Parliament  likewise  ;  I  shou'd  be  much  oblig'd  to  you  if  you  will  favour  me  with 
your  opinion  w^hen  it  is  possible  by  the  business  now  before  you  the  Parliament  may  be  dissolved 
and  what  you  hear  concerning  it,  for  if  the  new  elections  shou’d  come  on  in  March,  as  I  am  apt 
to  think  they  will  I  don’t  care  to  remove  my  family  up  to  Town  for  so  short  a  time  as  1  must  be 
here  previous  to  the  Election  tho’  there  is  no  opposition  at  present  and  in  all  probability  will  not 
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a  m"St}noW  des,ro  tbe  favour  of  y°ur  Interest  for  Ld  Mandevill  (who  will  waitt  on  you  soon  in 
Town)  and  desire  you  will  order  your  agent  in  the  country  to  engage  votes  for  him  which  we  shall 
make  use  of  or  not  as  occasion  requires.  I  beg  pardon  for  giving  you  all  this  trouble  &  am 


Sr  very  sincerely 

your  friend  &  most 

obedient  servant 

ester 

P.S.— Carolina  &  my  compliments  attend  Lady  Cust  &  you. 

Kimbolton  Castle.  Janrv  1761. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sr  John, 


Sat.  ye  31st  of  January,  61. 


,  1  hope  f  and  yr  FaaaeIy  are  arrived  safe  in  London,  but  can’t  help  being  impatient  till  ye 

hefti  n7Mre  C°nfl,rmed}  as  le  F°Sgy  weather  might  favour  &  incourage  Collecters.  Perhaps  v«  have 

he  ™  fJIy,  7rChferS  de  e^r  ^  dyfd  laSt  Wednesday  evening,  Mr  Clarke  call'd  of  me  ye  Dav  after, 
he  was  with  her  from  ye  Monday  before  &  sais  she  dyed  very  sensible,  &  easely  w<*  I  think  was 

very  happy,  for  I  supose  she  has  had  a  Canser  in  her  breast  severall  yeares.  I  her^  inclose  yo  2  leter! 

o  To™  ™  Mr  wT  h7  ThUrSdT  P,°St-  1  W1Sh  he  C°Uld  have  seen  y°  b^e  heCent  out 
,  i?  i  th  k  ^  VVllbraham  as  g°od  a  Counsell  as  y<>  can  consult.  Mrs  Fane  &  ye  Rector  went 

&  yesterda7  b  exPect  ye  Letter  next  Monday.  Our  ale  house  Bride  was  dress’d  forth 

dw  T  thmk?  °  u  ?  fU  ThurS  :  but  he  not  being  80  Hasty,  ye  Knott  was  tved  yester¬ 

day  I  think  a  very  sutable  day  for  such  a  couple.  I  call’d  of  Mrs  Nelthorpe  yesterdaV  morning 

MrSHasW^’mbTree  f  IB  T  Charmmg  Lady  Called  there‘  Mr.  B™gg  at  ye  Angell  is  to'  lett  it  to 

Mrs^cher  dead  l  T  *Ppr°res  °f  ^  U  is  said  Bragg  *  to  be  Ld  Oxford’s  Steward,  now 

&  hel  d7!  ’  £  6ar  “  n0t  t0  be  Buried  °f  3  Weekes'  A11  our  kind  com  :  attend  y<> 

&  yrs  &  believe  me,  my  Dear,  with  constant  love  &  Friendship, 

Yr  Truely  affect  :  mother 

A.  Cust. 

As  yett  we  hear  no  particulars  of  M»  Archers  will.  My  love  to  ye  Serj*  when  yo  see  him. 

(To  Sr  John  Cust  Barr*— in  Great  Marlbrow  Street,  S.  James’,  London.) 


.  Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Monday.  Feb  :  ye  2nd,  1761. 

As  I  have  ye  inclosed  to  send  you,  I  take  ys  opportunity  to  thank  yo  for  giving  me  the  satis- 
faction  of  hearing  y°  arrived  safe  in  Marlbrow  Street,  I  have  been  to  rejoyce  with  Mrs  Nelthorpe, 
who  is  chearfull  &  pretty  well,  but  lame  of  both  her  feet.  She  desired  her  kind  Com  :  to  all  vr  Famely 
&  returns  many  Thanks  for  Miss  Nanny’s  pritty  Leter,  she  recd  this  morning.  Tell  ye  Seri*  for 
Baker  sent  his  leter  hither  (which  was  directed  to  yO)  &  ye  Rector  has  gott  it.  I  must  add,  if 
Mrs;  Fanes  Match  should  go  off  without  a  very  good  reason  for  it,  it  will  be  a  very  great  reflection  upon 

w-uu7’  t  Ui  1  conbde  in  y°u>  my  Dear’  to  do  ye  right  part.  I  hear  nothing  yett  about  Mrs  Archers 
Will  when  I  do  you  shall  certainly  know  it.  Her  son  Archer  was  with  her  when  she  dved.  Bet 
stays  so  I  remain  in  hast, 

yr  most  Affect. 

Mother  &  Faithful  Friend 

A.  Cust. 


Ye  Rector  &  ye  rest  of  ye  company  desire  all  propper  Complements. 
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Lord  Monson  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

S* 


Last  Week  I  proposed  my  Brother  Col.  Monson  as  a  Candidate  for  the  City  of  Lincoln 
&  my  Brothers  being  on  his  Majesties’  Service  in  the  East  Indies  prevents  his  personal  application 
tor  leave  to  speak  to  your  Steward  &  others  under  your  Influence.  I  take  the  liberty  of  entreating 
your  Interest  in  his  behalf  which  will  be  esteemed  a  favour  by 

Sr 


Buxton.  Mar.  2,  1761. 


Yr  obed1  Huml,le 

Serv1 

Monson. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(March  24,  1761.) 

Tho  :  I  shall  put  you  to  the  Expence  of  postage,  I  daresay  you  will  not  be  displeased  to  be 
acquainted  at  my  success  that  has  6c  is  likely  to  attend  me.  Yesterday  Lord  Talbot  sent  for  me. 
I  waited  on  his  Lordship  who  receivd  me  in  a  very  polite  manner.  He  told  me  His  Majesty  had 
appointed  him  Ld  Steward  &  he  was  to  have  his  staff  as  next  Wednesday  being  tomorrow,  that  both 
His  Majesty  &  Ld  Bute  had  recomended  me  to  him  in  ye  strongest  light  as  one  they  wished  to 
be  promoted,  that  what  he  had  at  present  to  offer  me  he  did  not  know  was  worth  my  acceptance, 
it  being  his  Secretary,  but  as  Ld  B.  thought  in  that  capacity  I  shd  be  able  to  be  of  service  to  him, 
he  offerd  it  me  but  at  ye  same  time  told  me  he  knew  His  Majesty  had  intended  a  very  good  place 
for  me  which  ye  Duke  of  Rutland  had  otherwise  disposed  of — therfore  I  might  depend  he  shd  prefer 
me  to  any  of  his  own  Friends  as  one  whose  merit  had  recomended  him  to  the  King — desired  I 
woud  not  use  any  ceremony  wd  him,  but  call  of  him,  as  I  sho’d  of  another  Gentleman  of  mv 
acquaintance. 

I  find  his  Lordship  means  to  make  a  thorough  reformation  &  from  the  Conversation  I  had  wh 
him  I  am  sure  he  will  accomplish  it  if  he  keeps  his  resolution,  I  shall  have  my  hands  full.  A:  it  is 
well  if  I  dont  get  my  throat  cut  but  am  resolved  to  leave  no  pains  untryd  &  to  take  every  method 
to  approve  myself  worthy  of  ye  great  recomendations  given  of  me.  You  will  not  take  anv  notice 

of  the  latter  part  of  this  Letter  as  I  woud  by  no  means  have  any  of  these  alterations  talked  of  as 
from  me. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(July  2,  1761.) 

I  am  sure  you  will  not  be  surprizd  that  you  have  not  heard  from  me  when  I  tell  you  that  I  have 
been  at  work  from  morning  till  night  and  lately  night  and  all  ever  since  I  saw  you.  We  yesterday 
began  our  alteration  by  producing  our  new  plan  in  which  Ld  Shewd  has  done  me  great  justice  to  the 
King  &  I  think  more  than  I  have  a  right  to. 

He  has  likewise  given  me  ye  Place  I  spoke  to  you  of  which  was  created  for  me,  Clk  Comptroller 
of  the  Kitchen  the  salary  is  £400  p.  an.  £100  more  in  lieu  of  Diet,  2  guineas  a  week  when  in  the 
country— a  House  in  Town  which  is  let  for  40  guineas  a  year  &  another  at  Hampton  Court.  I  keep 
my  place  at  Leicester  house  6c  continue  my  Secretaryship  to  his  Lordship.  I  give  up  mv  gentle¬ 
man  Harbenger  which  my  Lord  Talbot  has  offered  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland  as  an  Equivolant  for 
tho  Spicery,  which  is  given  to  Jack  Burton,  6c  I  have  got  my  old  acquaintance  Dick  Steevens 
Relation  to  be  second  clerk— His  Grace  refused  ye  Harbenger  &  not  directly,  but  my  Lord  finding 
he  did  not  return  any  answer  &  that  his  intention  was  not  to  give  it  to  Mr.  Manners  but  somebodv 
else  his  Lordship  gave  it  to  Another  Person,  Mr.  Revet,  but  I  wOud  rather  you  woud  not  take  anv 
notice  of  what  relates  to  ye  Duke  of  R.  as  I  have  no  spirit  of  revenge  &  do  not  desire  to  exult.  I 
know  no  News  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any .... 

As  my  Lord  was  resolved  in  this  whole  alteration  not  to  have  a  single  Friend  of  his  own  in  but 
to  fill  up  all  the  places  out  of  the  Kings  servants,  I  have  had  great  satisfaction  &  pleasure  in  being 
able  to  recomend  many  people  whose  circumstances  &  characters  deservd  it — to  his  Lordship's 
protection  all  those  discarded  will  have  their  Salarys  for  their  Lives,  except  one  who  would  not 
answer  on  oath  &  the  Two  great  Leviathans  the  Two  Clks  of  the  Kitchen — will  have  ve  one  220 
A:  the  other  2  hundred  pr  an. 
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e“UdS  ?  *he  th“  Pu^shh‘^mLXervenforhthe  pat  the  S  fef°rmation  *  rath«  to  hinder 

irr  css  23  E£ 


Deak  sr  L0RD  Gk0rg,:  Manners  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Offlea  in  to^ft  TyZ  y°”ad™nceinent  to  the  Highest 

the  occasion.  The  Alderman  of  Grantham  &  the  Rest  of^'h'eT '°y  &  <IOI‘erat"1,it"‘g  you  on 
thought  proper  to  address  His  Majesty,  I  propose  settinl  out  r6”?  that  CorP°ra‘“n  having 
on  Monday  in  time  for  the  Levee,  the  moment  I IrnnZ-  at  ?UD,day  next"  &  sha11  be  in  Town 
upon  you,  &  shall  be  Happy  if  it  is  agreable  V  con  D  ,  ,  d’  1  lntend  myself  the  Honor  of  waiting 
tune  with  the  Address.  g  We  &  conven,ent  to  you  to  attend  HU  Majesty  at  the  same 


Hanly.  March  the  29th,  1761. 


I  am,  Dear  Sr 

Your  most  ob4  & 

H^le  Serv* 
Geor.  Manners. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

The  Rector  sett  off  for  Fulbeck  todsv  nf+  vi  it  .  SatUrday>  APril  ^  18th>  61. 

his  man  &  both  his  Horsess,  with  coming  fro^Wisbeac^hithe  ^  ^ 7U  y°U  he  tyred  himself, 
Thursday  before  5  in  ye  evening,  he  saw  HoSeach  aT  b.  n  ?  !  g°°d  45  mdeS’  he  gott  here  of 
by  him  yt  yo  &  brownlowe  were’ well  *  i  .  camc^-it  made  me  very  happy  to  hear 

Th  TraVelHng-  1  h°Pe  y°  on  agreeably  tilfj?  reach*  Thmlo  w  7’  tbe,Weather  Paving  good 
Thursdays  post  brought  a  possey  of  Letters  for  yo  w  hTob  T  7j  77  1  hoPe  y°  found  all  well. 

surpriz  d  to  hear  of  Mr  Wallys  death— it  is  melancholv  to  Ihi  P  P  n°  tlU  today— wee  a^o  was 

I  am  much  pleased  yt  he  has  acted  so  friendly  by  ve  sir i  77  he,Was  married  not  a  year  however 

&  very  unexpected.  I  daresay  he  will  be  a  grea/heln  7  e  18 H*'7  *  Prodlglous  handsome  Legacy 

has  my  good  wishess  for  succeeding  further  there  I  -T  ?7  “  her  affaires’  &  I  am  sure  he 

Matrimony  y»  he  is,  his  last  Long  Leter  Zel W  J  n£7 77  W°Uld  be  more  ^eoncded  to 

y  serves  no  sort  of  end,  but  to  make  us  unneasv  there/  °bjectl°,ns  real>r  concerns  me  truely  for 

nothing  one  way  or  other,  as  he  don’t  chuse  tn  7+  erefora  1  wish  y°  could  persuade  him  to  sav 

forget  to  have  a  note  from  Mr  Evelin  about  ve  1000£  Tint*  y Sllbject.  I  hope  you  won’t 

to  raise  ye  money.  Mrs  pen  :  writes  word  Mr  HohTi  &  ,77  f°r  *  ld  distress  me  very  much 

son  was  thought  her  favourite  but  I  hope  she  has  been  u7i  k  7 &d  °f  &n  aP°PIexy — her  younger 

very  rich— you  won’t  be  surpriz’d  to  hear  Mrs  n;  •  77  b°th’  as  she  is  thought  to  have  dved 

an  agreeable  evening  with  l7  Sackville Mr p^r  6  "7  ^  Wee  spent 

return’d  to  Fulbeck  yesterday.  I  fane/  she  77  u  T  7  SUPP  here  next  M°nday.  Mrs.  Fane 

pliments  to  Lady  Cust  with  many  Thanks  for  her  nbl  &  •  7  mucb  n°7  1  desire  my  very  kind  com- 

to  write  to  her  soon.  I  now  th7k  7uch  of  ve  ^  1  fT  Iast  Post>  1  shall  have  occasion 

last  year,  of  yr  kind  entertainment  of  me  allso  of  7  >77  ^  d  7  b°th  yF  ComPanys  this  time 

lowes  vissitt,  his  better  health  &  eve"y  ’concurrent  1  7  ^  enJ°y’d  in  yrS  &  Brown- 

accept  of  my  most  Hearty  Thanks  forVe  Comfort  von  hi  y  ,mmd  Wlth  satlstaction.  Dr  Sr  John 

7  tvomlort  you  have  always  given  to  your  Truely 

Affect  :  mother  & 

Faithful  Friend 

A.  Cust. 

pray  let"  nj  know  If  Mr  L>eard  baTsoTdmy  or^  ^77°  BrOWnlowe  and  his  sisters. 

earn  nas  sold  my  order,  &  what  becomes  of  ye  great  Picture. 


* 


* 


■ 
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Saturday  ye  2"d  of  Mav.  61 

I  return  y<>  a  great  many  Thanks  for  y™  which  I  recd  last  Thursday  which  made  me  ver'v  happy 
to  hnd  you  was  pot  safe  in  Marlbrow  Street  &  yr  leter  this  morning  to  Mrs  Fane  has  added  to  our 
satisfaction,  to  find  yr  goutt  proved  such  a  kindly  fitt.  We  are  I  assure  yo  much  concernd  for 
ernon,  but  I  think  a  Journey  if  she  goes  but  5  miles  in  a  day  is  ye  only  Thing  to  do  for  her 
good.  I  hope  she  will  go  to  Bath,  if  she  is  a  good  while  getting  there.  Mrs  Fane  is  just  off  to  Fulbeck 
Lucetta  &  ye  Rector  are  gone  with  her.  she  desired  her  kind  love  to  you  &  will  write  to  yo  very  soon! 

ot  tf°C  Tu  %VaS  at  (  u&n  \thlS  "6ek‘  MF  Turner  wonn’  there  was  no  great  Appearance"  of  company 
i  .  have  just  heard  Miss  Cart  :  of  Ossington  was  married  last  Wed.  but  dont  know  where 

y  new  mamed  couple  now  are.  I  expect  wee  shall ‘see  Capt.  George  on  his  return  now  very  soon 

.5"  h  'aS  Sent  me  a  Pair  of  gloves  for  m>'  old  f“end  whom  l  had  a  true  regard  for.  Our' Black-' 
smith  was  buried  yesterday,  ye  Farrier  from  Ousby  has  been  here  this  morning,  he  can't  leave  Ousbv 
but  1  think  has  made  a  fair  offer  that  his  Head  man  shall  come  &  settle  here  upon  Tryall  as  soon’ 
as  1  please  y  he  will  come  2  or  3  times  a  week  to  give  him  directions  <&  see  how  he  goes  on  &  this 
I  have  agreed  too.  for  by  this  wee  shall  be  able,  I  think,  to  judge  how  ye  man  will  sute  us.  Ben 
stays  for  this  so  I  must  now  conclude  myself.  Dr  Sr  John,  yf  ever  most 

affectionate  Mother, 

A.  Oust. 

I  am  sorry  Brownlowe  is  not  quite  well  yo  are  desired  to  accept  of  all  our  Com  : 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Saturday  ye  9th  of  May,  61. 

I  hope  jou  ha\e  recd  my  Letter  in  wch  I  told  y°  I  was  very  ready  to  give  my  Bror  a  Bond  or 
any  security  y°  thought  propper  to  be  sure  if  any  risk  is  Runn,  I  am  the  fittest  person  to  venture 
i  &  1  assure  y  I  am  quite  willing  to  do  it  in  any  shape  for  I  resolve  to  stand  bv  mv  chilldren  as 
Bong  as  I  live,  whether  they  prosper  in  y«  world  or  no.  I  am  glad  you  knew  me  so  well  as  to  answer 
or  me.  \  give  so  good  an  acc.  of  Mrs  F.  affaire,  y*  sure  it  will  be  over  before  ye  Race  I  hope  I  need 
not  say  it  will  make  me  very  happy  to  have  y<>  here,  if  itt  be  no  inconvenience  to  y«  to  come,  but 
it  it  is  y  least  inconvenience  wee  desire  you  wont  come,  as  I  find  wee  can  do  without  you.  I  am 
glad  you  remembred  to  inquire  about  my  order  at  Mr  Deards.  &  I  desire  it  may  be  now  taken  out 
ol  his  Hands  yo  may  bring  it  when  y°  come  down,  &  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  about  v*  great  picture 
a  so,  last  \\  ed  :  yr  sister  D.  dined  with  La  :  George,  she  is  by  herself,  with  all  her  little  famelv  about 

i  ^‘t  1  S™pVose  she  came  on  account  of  ye  Hollydays  nothing  new  having  happen’d  since  I  wrote 
last  I  will  now  repeat  myself,  my  dear, 

Yr  Most  Affec  :  mother 

&  Faithful  Friend 

A.  Cust. 

Ye  marl  man  came  last  Thursday  &  brought  2  sons  with  him.  They  have  begun  &  have  onelv 
one  of  our  Labourers  besides  themselves. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Saturday  ye  16th  of  May,  61. 

I  return  you  many  Thanks  for  yr  kind  Leter  rec’d  this  morning,  am  sorry  you  should  make  excuses 
for  not  writing  before,  I  know  this  is  a  Bussy  time  with  y°  so  pray  be  satisfyed.  I  don't  expect 
to  hear  from  y«  but  upon  extraordinary  occasions.  I  am  very  glad  y«  have  taken  ye  orders  from 
M  Heard  it  is  ye  right  order  and  he  paid  me  ye  money  for  ye  other.  I  have  been  under  a  good  deal 
of  concern  upon  ye  uncertainty  of  ye  annuity  on  Cressy  estate.  Mrs  Fane  being  at  Fulbeck,  I  sent 
er  y  Aldermans  Leter  last  Thursday.  She  wrote  me  so  pritty  a  Leter  upon  it  &  is  so  generous  & 
easy  about  it  that  now  I  do  not  much  mind  it  &  I  hope  everything  will  end  well  at  last.  If  there  is 
no  alterations  to  be  made  in  ye  settlements,  I  should  think  Mr  E.  may  soon  come  down  again.  Wee 
have  just  sent  yr  Leter  to  ye  Rector  for  Mre  Fane  to  peruse,  w“  ye  messenger  returns  I  expect  wee 
may  give  you  a  more  perfect  answer  in  y*  respect,  but  I  believe  their  will  be  no  occasion  for  y«  to 
Hurry  down  on  purpose.  I  hope  we  may  arrange  without  it,  &  I  really  approve  of  yr  goeing  to 
y  Birthday,  &  think  there  are  many  reasons  for  it.  To  be  sure  Mr  C  :  behaviour  to  ye  Alderman 
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zzx~:tt  ^  s°  up°”  ^ ™.  a,,  i  shall 

any  of  my  Children  Happy,  they  have  all  deserv'd^  0f?porturilty  have  m  my  power  to  make 
I  have  as  long  as  I  live.  This,  mv  Dear  ha*  pv  v  6  °  me’  &  shall  therefore  partake  of  things 
is  right  by  ye  comfort,  satisfaction  you  have  given*  ^  ^  °f  thinking  &  1  am  convinced  it 

to  your  Most  affect  :  mother 

&  Faithful  Friend, 

A.  Cust. 

soml  days  to  purposed  *£*££•  Bak"^  ^  RU>d<who  has  spent 

» 

without  it.  y  mibtake*  1  think  he  was  very  generous  to  give  yo  ye  order 

-h  ^  b™  a^se  her,  but  I  rather  myself 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Mid.  Tern.,  July  2,  1761  ) 
orSoUont“mpT  "w^I  ^  1  ^  ^  *»  T  *>«  — 

ficial,  that  I  need  not  trouble  you  with  renlvinc?  •  R,,t  J  t  "  !  you  say  now  say  on  it  is  so  super- 

Late,  I  don't  think  it  candid  to  ‘°  ^rlboro’.  wO  now  wd  be  too 

previous  to  it.  It  is  great  Iniustice  to  n,e  t„ T  a  .T  g  mdePem*ently  of  all  that  has  passed 
many  material  Things,  wch  have  happen'd  in  ve^1  ^  ^  original  matter,  &  to  pass  over  so 

with  it.  If  I  acted  upon  Principle  as  I  have  certs Tj°  ’“t"5’  months  and  are  closely  connected 
If  I  acted  upon  any  of  those  bad  motivi  w^  have  hie  l  1  mU8‘  d°  as  1  have  d™“  = 

wise.  It  is  not  necessary  to  puisue  tWs  because  T  ton  tooncluded-  1  «>en  might  do  other- 

so  effectually  as  by  staving  away  It  is  no  ai  ™  ,  ‘“m  f™  bef°re  *hat  1  c<l  not  avoid  mischief 
in  ye  Family  :  She  can’ t  diZ  ’  em  more  th^Tdo  ,  ?  °  V*  T  "V™*™  Divisions 

as  I  proved  to  you  by  ye  example  of  a  former  v;c>’  -e  V°  taken  y  best  method  to  avoid  ’em 

easiness  to  my  Mother,  I  am  most  heartily  &  truly  concUnedaVif'^'lt thlS  matteF  gives  nn* 
to  her  than  it  has  long  since  done  to  me  -  for  T  L  1  ^  Ifc  does  no  more  in  that  case 

&  this  very  Matter  has  created  it's  share  ofuneasiness^o^lnV'1^  gTeat  conCG™'  manF  Things  ; 
to  me  how  hardly  I  must  be  thought  of  bv  o^He  U  ProsPect.  It  has  been  clear  &  visible 

avoidable  consequences  of  that  Conduct  towards  T  mvsM^ZvZik  >.  necessar-v  ^  "n; 

not  have  shewn  towards  any  of  my  Brothers  T  am  7ff .  y  llke  Circumstances,  ca 

parison  of  me  to  JP  C.  is  a  very  facetim,.  Part  of  ye  ,^7  ?“%?  th“  !*  80  sure  of  »  that  ye  Com- 
particular,  has  been  much  alter'd  latelv  about  him  •  hut^  ‘  °pm^°n  of  my  Br°rs  and  y°llrs  m 

him  that  it  has  been  as  long  as  I  havTkmZ  Wm  I  th &  7*  Same  about 

came  to  ye  Temple,  and  as  it  was  held  almost  a  Crime  to  think  of  hi^T  T-' tT  1  ^hen  1  brSt 
up  ye  Doctrine  of  passive  obedience  A-  nnn  T  ,  .  ot  hlm‘  Br°rs  constantly  preached 

not  to  submit  ;  yet  I  see  them  now  of  that  verv  opmionw^Tt  waf  &  0bstinacy  in  me 

Whatever  their  Reasons  may  be,  yet  I  cannot  ki  f  S°  c”mmal  m  me  to  adhere  to. 

ment,  and  it  is  a  great  Inconsistency  in  them  new  t  rgeabIe  with  ye  l  nsteadiness  of  their  Judg- 

protested  against.  The  whole  matter  is  very  clear  °  UndeT  an  Inbuence  wCh  I  always 

&  to  require  from  me  a  tame  submission  tn  ti  \  u  S  been  a  constant  Maxim  to  drive  me, 
Authority  as  has  been  exercised  over  me  I  shah  Ij  °  8A6  n°  Rlgbt  to  U8urP  such  an  arbitrary 

I  am  come  to  a  Resolution  to  act  lZ  than  I  have  donTf  T  War  against  ^  «nd  as 

it  is  proper  to  give  Notice  of  it  That  thcr^  i  ccordmS  to  y  unsteady  Judgm1  of  others, 

to  me,  IPanr  vL  wdling  Velbn  e^ ^  Ther^  .S  ^  '°  aa~ 

ye  true  Queatiou  i.,  a,  to*  a  friendly  &  p'*”  “  ,h*  C*“  °f  «  *  *>u, 

to  be  Drivers  ■  but  it  can  hardly  seem  so  to  ye  almost  over-drove  sZthMd  Bealt  'h°  *XP9C* 

As  Z,  bTh°Ut  °f  ^  "'-“-'very  sorry  for. 

glad  to  hear  of  ifer  Recovery.  °apable  of  brmgln«  into  y'  Family.  I  shall  be  very 


■ 


» 
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John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

(July  9,  1761.) 

It  is  well  you  did  not  write  treason  as  you  forgot  to  seal  the  Letter  I  yesterday  had  the  honor 
to  receive  from  you.  Last  nights  Gazette  has  sett  the  whole  Town  in  a  Hurry — Ld  Harcourt  goes 
over  this  Day  sen1  to  fetch  the  Queen,  &  Sr  Francis  Drake  wh  all  the  People  I  can  spare  him  will 
follow  in  the  yatch — I  shd  have  gone  but  Sr  Francis  Sc  I  cannot  both  be  spared  being  the  only  Two 
who  have  been  concernd  in  our  new  Establish*  under  Ld  Steward  which  it  is  necessary  to  watch.  I 
this  day  received  a  note  to  dine  wh  his  Lordship  to  meet  Ld  Harcourt  &  Ld  Eggleton  [Eglintoun] 
where  I  heard  the  whole  affair  canvassed.  I  find  the  Prins  of  Mecklenbourg  is  a  most  amicable 
character — only  17  tall,  light  hair,  very  fair,  large  Eyes,  &  rather  an  agreable  Person  altogether 
than  a  Beauty  &  remarkably  sensible.  There  was  a  prodigious  Court  this  Day,  every  body  being 
there  except  Lady  Sarah  Len — -who  is  in  Histerricks — Her  behaviour  has  been  amazingly  extra¬ 
ordinary,  but  the  thing  has  shown  he  is  proof  against  temptation. 

I  can  say  nothing  certain  as  to  Mar8  Bussy  but  believe  he  has  been  cavd  by  his  own  Court.  I 
think  myself  we  shall  certainly  have  a  peace.  I  have  no  doubt  about  it.  I  hope  it  will  be  a  good 
one,  but  I  dont  like  the  talk  about  limits  in  Canada.  I  am  obligd  to  you  for  the  Compliments  you 
are  pleasd  to  pay  me  &  can  only  say  independant  of  all  reports  I  shall  endeavour  to  deserve  them. 
I  work  under  a  Master  who  is  always  more  ready  to  do  me  Justice  than  I  can  ever  wish  &  to  whom 
I  am  highly  obligated  &  more  &  more  every  day. 

These  alterations  will  occasion  a  much  greater  continuance  of  the  hurry  I  have  been  in  &  which 
I  shall  endeavour  to  acquit  myself  as  well  as  I  can. 

Burton  has  reason  to  be  content  at  his  place  as  what  he  has  now  is  200  pr  an.  &  a  house  which 
lets  for  25  &  what  he  had  before  was  about  80  or  90  the  one  was  an  under  person  that  office  the  other 
the  first. 

I  coud  tell  you  some  things  in  regard  to  Noblemen  whom  you  know  that  woud  surprize  you 
for  my  own  part  I  have  seen  so  much  of  all  sorts  of  People  that  I  am  surprized  at  nothing. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  of  your  motions  as  I  shall  be  always  glad  to  give  you  any  intelligence 
that  I  think  will  give  you  pleasure. 

Ld  Talbot  has  not  said  anything  lately  in  regard  to  your  militia  affair  but  I  know  he  wras  much 
of  yr  opinion.  Sometime  ago.  He  told  me  to-day  he  intends  writing  to  you  when  I  suppose  you 
will  have  his  sentiments  thereon. 

I  have  sent  your  Letter  to  Mr.  Bludworth.  .  .  . 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Enmore.  July  17,  1761. 

Upon  my  return  from  London  two  or  3  days  ago  (having  been  called  thither  by  Express  to 
attend  the  Council)  I  found  yr  Letter,  in  wh  you  give  me  the  pleasing  expectation  of  seeing  you 
here  by  ye  latter  end  of  this  month  or  the  very  beginning  of  ye  next.  I  hope  it  will  be  as  soon  as 
possible  because  I  am  under  an  absolute  Necessity  of  returning  to  London  &  leaving  this  Place 
for  that  Purpose  on  ye  7th  of  August,  where  I  must  remain  about  10  or  12  days — I  am  thus  par¬ 
ticular  about  my  Motions  that  you  may  regulate  your  Time  for  kind  visit  most  conveniently  to 
yourself,  &  so  as  to  allow  me  as  much  of  it  as  it  is  possible  for  you  to  spare. 

After  I  have  told  you  this,  my  absence  needs  not  to  embarrass  you,  for  you  will  find  my  Familv 
here  who  will  endeavour  to  make  ye  Place  as  easy  to  you  in  all  respects  as  if  I  was  at  Home,  till 
I  come  back,  so  that  I  hope  you  will  take  up  yr  Quarters  at  Enmore  for  some  weeks,  wh  will  be  ye 
more  agreeable  as  yr  son  is  in  ye  Neighbourhood  &  may  come  over  to  you  from  Bath,  &  be  with 
you  all  the  Time. 

Perhaps  Sr  Edmond  Thomas,  if  you  acquaint  him  with  yr  Intention  of  being  here  will  give  you 
the  Meeting  which  I  partly  understood  when  I  saw  him  last  was  his  design  to  do. 

I  hope  Lady  Cust  &  all  yr  Family  are  in  perfect  Health  &  that  you  wTill  ever  believe  me  to  be 

Yr  faithful  &  affect,  humble  S* 

Egmont. 


(To  Sr  John  Cust,  Bart.,  at  Grantham 
in  Lincolnshire.) 


c  c  2 
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Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

for  i:  r 1 

Z:Zr;  it  r  “  X"  i- 

kind  in  yr  invitation  to  Alarlbrow  sfre’et  <1  I  am  aT^to  b^L  ?  \°  ^  "S'  Y°  ™  very 

night  ye  latter  end  of  august  or  ye  beginning  of  senLml  e  ^  IJsha11  take  an  excursion  for  a  fort- 
able  Lodging  with  v«  &  Ladv  Cust  *1  bad  a  Wf  r  *  S°  1  certamly  sball  come  to  my  agree- 
acct  of  his  vissitt  at  Felbridge  but’savs  he  * J °T  Pen7  yesterday  he  gives  a  very  pleasing 
me  no  satisfaction  to  think  of  it.  The  Du  ofVoriT6  ^  °?tober’  &  ^  is  so  farr  off  it  gives 
m  ye  forenoon,  onely  had  his  Horsess  changed  I  dt  T  yesterday  about  Eleven 

ye  weather  pleasant  for  Travelling  &  hope  mv  Ladv  y  ^-o  °Ut  0t,  hlS  Chaise-  1  was  glad  to  see 
shall  hear  of  their  getting  to  London  well  next  Motdav  Vr  meetin8  yafterday  &  that  wee 
Thursday,  ye  horses  went  for  vm  yesterday  &  I  exoer  t  ti  ^ters  "ere  well  at  Marnham  last 
to  yo  of  Thursday  but  was  prevented  by  4f  theT  a  u  °me  tomght-  1  design'd  writing 
found  by  their  discourse,  yt  their  Father  has  i  9ha?ltons  sPendmg  ye  whole  day  here.  I 

was  surprized  at,  *  I  fancy  ^  ^  ^  at  a11’  which  I 

Du  :  of  Ancaster  &  La  Guilford  for  ticketts  for’y*  Coronat  In  '  T  ha  ^  thl‘S  T*  Wr0te  b°th  ye 
lost)  of  ye  letters  to  shew  you.  I  thought  it  could"  not.  h  •  \  1  b  Je  coPyes  (no  time  was  to  be 

wrote  a  very  polite  leter  to  .Air  Gibert)  would  hehi  us  into  daresay  Mr  Gel1  (who  last  post 

sight,  so  pray  continue  to  speak  to  him  in  time  T  think'  bby  ;  whlch  1  beheve  is  much  ye  best 
y°  are  near  London  &  let  us  know  what  he  says  Ye  Du  fT7  ^  ^  ^  °PPortunity  now 
an  express  came  &  she  sett  out  soon  after  It  is  'thought  fncasterTwfd  to  Lon  :  this  week, 

K a"  deSire  their  W  Comp,imems- 
(CoU.  John  Cust  of  the  South  Battalion  of  ye  Lincolnshire  Militia  at  Ware-I„  Hertfordshire., 


Dear  gr  William  Folkes  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Master  b!“!  ,5°  » - 

Alartin  and  his  Grandpapa  &  who  will  be  here  on  Wo  1  1  &  ,We  are  a  at  Hillington  (except 

of  the  pleasure  of  your  Company  here  with us as soon^Z  *  ^  &  “  fuU  °f  the  Expectations 
welcome  will  at  least  supply  the  want  of  any  other  E  T  C°n.vement’ * lssuring  you  that  a  most  hearty 
ing  but  everything  of  that  kind  u  ”*  »«•  doubB 

or  two’s  Notice  when  vou  will  be  with  us  that-  xx  f  '  you  Wl11  be  so  Sood  to  give  us  a  Day 

whole  Road  is  now  very  good,  &  hi  from v»  ?„  77  T  ,  %***?*  *°  Wisbich  to  you,  the 

with  ease  be  gone  in  two  Says,  but  not  co3Jentlv Wtobieh  &  H’nn  *  mav 
r  Wtsbich,  the  Angel  at  the  «rst,  *  the  Rose  *  cjwn 

Dear  Sr  your  most  ffaithful  &  obedt  Seryt 

Hillington.  July  1761.  W.  Ffolkes. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

mi  a  c  t  ,  _  Sunday.  3  o’clock,  July  ye  19th  mi 

The  Serj  sent  ye  Rentall  inclosed  to  AIr  Kinnis  who  rood  f 
(I  a  litle  wonder  he  did  not  send  it  rather 'to  mG  ’i  think  It  ?  yesterday  at  Graotham  Alarket. 
estate  &  if  Stocks  were  not  very  low  I  should  liL  J v  ™  v  ,1  y6S  Very  conven>ent  to  ye  Burtoft 
of  ye  house  in  Arlington  Street,  but  ^all  be  wbnll  F  Tu  ^  °f  y*  m°ney  1  had  for  A*  sale 
it  let  me  know  yr  Thoughts  about  it.  7  adviSed  by  y°  &  when  y°  have  considerd  of 


* 
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Ye  Missess  came  liome  last  night  in  very  good  time,  and  pleasd  with  their  vissitt  at  Marnham. 
Ye  Du  :  of  York  got  to  Newcastle  bout  2  &  walked  about  ye  Town,  &  ridd  on  horseback  from  Tuxford 
at  five.  Nothing  New  having  occurrd  I  repeat  myself  et  : 

Mrs  Calltrope,  yr  sisters  &  ve  Batch  from  ye  Parsonage  with  Mr  Man  ton  (who  are  all  here)  desire 
their  best  Com  :  to  you.  I  hope  yr  New  Queens  mother  is  not  dead. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust. 

Tuesday,  July  ye  21st,  ’61. 

Dear  Lady  Cust, 

You  was  kind  indeed  to  let  me  hear  yesterday  you  was  got  safe  to  London,  I  assure  y°  vr  leter 
gave  me  a  vast  deal  of  pleasure,  &  I  return  you  a  Thousand  thanks  for  it,  for  I  shall  always  partake 
in  yr  happiness  &  welfare.  I  have  not  yet  had  any  answerr  about  ve  Coronation  Ticketts,  when 
I  have  y°  shall  know  it.  I  fear  there  will  be  so  many  applications  they  will  be  very  hard  to  get. 
Mre  Hobart  will  be  very  soon  in  London,  she  goes  to  Sir  Cha  :  Buckes  house,  &  Ives  inn  there.  The 
Paunton  famelv  dines  with  me  tomorrow.  I  mett  Mrs  Nelthorpe  at  Mrs  Hansons  last  Frydav  (wee 
can  sit  when  we  meet)  Mrs  Hanson  lookes  ill  &  very  grave,  but  Mrs  Garner  goes  onn  well  as  Ednenham. 
Miss  D  :  Mrs  Cal  :  and  Mrs  Dupin  went  yesterday  to  Fulbeck,  &  carried  a  Cold  Dinner  wth  them, 
they  found  every  thing  very  neat  &  in  good  order,  Nobody  else  is  yett  fallen  of  ye  smallpox  :  ye 
rest  of  us  drank  Tea  with  Mrs  Read  at  Hough  &  they  came  to  us  so  wee  had  a  very  pleasant  evening, 
but  all  ye  company  wishd  wee  had  had  another  Lady  Cust  with  us.  Mrs  Farmers  boy  of  26  weekes 
old  is  a  very  sweet  child,  he  is  vastly  quiet  &  merry,  &  we  were  very  great.  I  have  not  been  so 
pleasd  with  a  litle  Baby  a  great  while.  I  fear  wee  shan’t  be  certain  of  a  peace  of  sometime,  but 
still  I  hope  it  will  be  before  winter  comes,  &  that  Dr  Sr  John  will  have  good  quarters  to  be  inn. 
Wee  had  a  leter  yesterday  from  Mrs  Evelyn,  who  writes  in  very  good  spirits.  I  imagine  y°  saw 
Doc  :  Has  :  (who  has  been  in  London)  &  heard  from  him  of  ye  Rector.  Miss’s  return'd  from  Marn¬ 
ham  Saturday  night,  ye  smallpox  is  just  broke  out  there  &  they  think  my  Sis  :  Tyr  :  is  a  good  deal 
afrayd.  I  dare  say  Mrs  E.  would  let  her  be  at  Fulbeck,  or  yr  La  :  woidd  let  her  be  at  yr  house  at 
Grantham  if  it  wou’d  make  her  mind  easy.  I  shall  leave  it  to  them  to  give  y°  an  acc1  of  their  vissitt 
there  &  also  to  Mrs  Derwin  of  Newark  who  they  say  look’d  very  handsome.  They  also  saw 
Doc  :  Taylors  fine  new  house,  which  is  almost  finished  of  ye  outside.  I  can’t  say  much  of  ye  Cheer- 
fullness  of  ye  Country  now  I  have  lost  so  many  kind  friends  out  of  it,  but  to  hear  of  them  will  be 
great  comfort 

to  Dr  Lady  Cust 

Yr  most  Affect  :  Mother  & 

Sincere  Friend, 

A.  Cust. 

Ye  Company  here  desire  their  kind  &  propper  Com  :  to  yr  La  :  &  Missess  to  whom  I  desire  my 
very  kind  love.  Mrs.  Cal  :  leaves  me  next  Thursday.  My  Daurs  go  with  her  as  farr  as  Mrs.  Browns 
at  Wallcot.  Y°  are  very  good  to  be  troubled  with  my  under  cook  Nanny  I  hope  she  will  be  sensible 
■of  it,  pray  tell  her  to  shew  my  Carracter  of  her  to  Mrs.  Loy'd,  but  not  to  part  with  ye  Paper  to  anybody. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

* 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  Lett1-  this  morning,  tho  it  does  not  perfectly  satisfy  me  that  ye 
account  of  ye  new  Judge  is  authentic.  If  ye  vacancy  was  in  any  other  Court,  I  shd  conclude  Moreton 
to  be  ye  man  ;  but  it  is  perhaps  immaterial.  The  Peer  of  K.  I  doubt  has  a  Bror  in  Law  at  ye  Bar, 
to  whom  ye  Place  w4*  be  very  acceptable,  or  otherwise  there  is  scarce  any  Thing  to  be  named,  wch 
I  shd  so  much  chuse  as  to  that  of  ye  Q’s  Soli1-,  who  you  observe,  comes  out  not  to  be  De  Grey.  It 
is  not  however  worth  while  to  give  yourself  any  Concern  about  these  matters. 

I  don’t  know  when  or  where  this  will  find  you,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  never  had  matter 
enough  to  judge  upon  as  to  ye  Business  of  ye  Coronation.  Whenever  I  enquired  about  it,  I  heard 
something  loosely  said  about  a  no  Chance  of  a  Ticket  from  L(1  Guilford  or  Oxford,  wcl1  was  made  over 
to  me,  &  it  was  Reasonable  that  ye  Ladies  sh4*  chuse  in  ye  first  Place,  who  I  took  for  granted  w4* 
rather  have  all  ye  Peers  Tickets  &  be  together  in  ye  Hall.  I  don’t  even  yet  understand  what  is 
most  agreeable  to  ye  Ladies  nor  whether  Ld  Guilford's  Ticket  is  to  be  depended  on,  nor  what  ye 


■ 
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ff//!*'  “  Zinfv  ll  m",  V  beT\Pl^  f°r  M"  N—>-  «  Mi-  Bet  tv.  or  any 
said  so.  As  far  as  I  can  j"K  sWn  seel  H  "  ®a,Ch  ^  ^  *»  J*  Abbey  *‘l  always 

events  be  secure,  but  as  I  never  tiad  anv  Partieida^  °  iav0  a  P,ace  111  the  Abbey  wch  w<t  in  all 
in  this  matter  it  is  surely  better  to  be  settled  bv  f  ho'e  "j  °  <’na  ’  6  r'lf'  to  form  the  least  Judgment 

the  Land  lies  better  than  I  can.  I  shd  have  come’direct  lvW^  T  *  T1’  &  wh°  must  kllou'  h,nv 
myself  to  leave  Miss  Dolly  Solo  As  thinL  f  ^  Buxton,  if  I  ca  have  satisfied 

about  Noon,  &  on  Friday  we  hope  to  be  both  at  ^  '“m  thtm  Thu"d‘r 

F.  C. 


Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

you  might  imagine  ^Wng^stTef^ExeTer  to  goe^L^  ifc  did  not  reach  nie  so  so°n  as 

shew’d  me  a  Letter  (taking  much  LSfacUon  To  w  u  ’  t  ***'  ^  1  found  C’  F-  who 

accommodated  quite  to  Coll  Welbv’s  likint?  T  i  1  i  ^  the  occasiord  •  wherein  the  affair  was 
&  taking  L(l  T.  with  me  but  the  Jarlv  w.ff7  v,  g°mg  *?  Exeter  again  abo^  this  time 

&  as  one  must  pay  our  Duty  on  that  occasion”?  ^  T°T  mt°  my  mtencled  dispositions  of  Time, 

then^stay  ^  ™ 

rwe8r:t‘“s 

&  are  mostly  order’d,  some  very  unexneoterllv  tn  e  v  Li  "J  ar®  become  of  great  importance, 
we  have  Prisoners  at  Exeter,  who  must  be  taken  >  f  ®lghbourhood  of  L°ndon,  but  I  believe  as 
be  continued.  The  Quarters  are  eood  in  ev  re  °+  7  SOme  or  otber  °f  us»  I  suppose  we  shall 

nor  know  wht  we  are  about,  God  send  us  a  Pea  r6Spect  *  very  cheap.  I  say  nothing  of  Politicks 
Our  weather  is  excessivelv  warm  to  ]  k  +  ce,  we  all  wish  for  it  in  the  countries  where  I  goe. 

finely  in,  TY ^  ^  g0t  most  <*  Hay 

which  I  think  early.  I  hope  L(h  Cust  &  VL  6  ?&tS  m  thlS  Neighbourh°od  yesterdav, 

good  wishes  &  Compl  :  Ware  all  sol  Ll  lv  TWelu  **  Th°maS  ioin*  -  b- 

Frederick  in  waiting.  P  >  1  .  es  son  is  in  London  just  now  or  Sussex,  & 

I  am  dear  Sir 

Wenvoe  Castle.  most  Faithful 

July  25th,  1761.  Humble  Sv« 

T  Td  V  •  T  Edmond  Thomas. 

hope  to'pass  two‘or  Zee°  da°j" ‘ttee  wh“st  ““  “  1  “"'d  “  Em"°re  »Ut 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Monday,  July  ye  27th,  '61. 
(Local  business  about  Stanser  and  Kippis.) 

r  money  ntfsaWaZ^^^  1  ^  they  «>™ 

person  with  me  when  I  paid  ve  mo  ^  t  orster,  but  I  wish  I  could  have  had  some  propper 

I  can  gett  informltfon  about  T7  ^  ^  time  of  Harvest  is  over  before 

our  great  news  from  all  parts.  "  I  think^Fren^b  expected  Stocks  would  rise  prodigiously  upon 

beat  in  Europe  Asia  Affrioa  A*  Am  '  Tf  ,.  Were  never  *n  so  bad  a  condition  as  thev  are  now 

I  wanted  to  ac  m,  “t  t  I  hai^d  Z'e  '1?  d°"  *  <Tduce  P““-  1  ahal‘  ■*  neatly  disapoinL. 

many  speeches  bui  a  promise to  procure "gJ H,ands°me  Leter  ye  Earle  of  Guilford.  not 

such  a  Favourable  Answerr  from  h is  f  A™ (““t  I',ckett  ,f  ‘n  h'»  Power-  1  imagine  I  shall  not  have 

applye  to  yf  Peer  of  ExetM  ™„  Z  nr  ,  heard  fr°m  him  1  thi'lk  'on  mav 

see  some  of  y.  Ceremony  I  a  "  ■?  r  ‘°  ’  ^  ^  S°rry  «  Gra  =  01.1  no, 

J .  am  ver\  glad  yf  situation  gives  you  liberty  to  spend  part  of  ye  week 
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in  London.  I  propose  to  send  y°  half  a  Buck  by  ye  machine  next  Fryday.  I  assure  you  I  remember 
with  great  pleasure  the  Time  I  spent  with  y°  &  my  Lady  last  spring  in  London,  &  I  shall  with  real 
pleasure  repeat  my  vissitt.  I  should  be  glad  to  spend  one  Day  or  two  at  Felbridge  &  would  goe 
when  it  was  most  convenient  to  Mr  &  Mrs.  Evelyn  and  I  dont  yett  know  when  yt  will  be.  I  am 
goeing  to  drink  Tea  with  La  :  Whichcote  where  I  shall  meet  Mrs.  Nelthrope,  so  I  must  conclude 
myself ...  .our  gazette  wee  rec(i  Yesterday  was  prodigiously  acceptable  to  everybody  at  Grantham 
wee  sent  it  thither  yesterday. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

August  ye  3rd,  1761. 

(More  about  Stanser  and  Kippis.) 

I  was  greatly  surpriz’d  at  ye  D.  of  Ancasters  message  in  these  words — Ye  D  :  of  Ancaster’s  Com  : 
to  Lady  Cust  will  have  ye  Honour  to  obey  her  Commands  in  two  Tickets  for  ye  hall,  he  has  also 
promiss’d  my  sis  :  Tyr  :  2  Tick  :  for  ye  Hall,  &  a  Third  for  herself  in  his  box.  I  returnd  my  Thankes 
by  way  of  a  message  to  his  Grace. 

I  hope  y°  are  not  like  to  be  moved  from  Hertford  for  yt  would  be  a  great  disapointment  to  me 
as  I  still  think  of  a  Jakr  to  London.  I  am  sure  yrs  and  Lady  Casts  kind  invitation  is  a  great  induce¬ 
ment.  I  propose  it  sometime  in  ye  week  after  ye  next,  indeed  I  begin  to  wish  to  see  y°  as  you 
left  us  in  such  a  hurry  I  had  yesterday  a  very  kind  leter  from  Brownlowe,  who  talks  of  being  in 
London  before  long.  .  .  . 


Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

My  son  informed  me  He  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  London,  and  that  you  had  not  received 
my  Letter  which  I  had  wrote  some  Posts  before  directed  to  Grantham  in  which  I  told  you  how  I  came 
to  defer  so  Long  what  I  have  always  so  much  satisfaction  in  doing.  I  hope  now  to  find  yourself 
&  Family  well  in  London  very  shortly,  but  the  precise  time  I  have  not  fix’d,  but  will  endeavour 
to  be  there  by  the  Q.  arrival,  &  would  be  glad  if  you  can  tell  me  any  thing  about  it,  or  the  time  of 
celebration  of  the  M. 

Ldy  Thomas  comes  with  me  who  joins  in  best  wishes  &  compliments  to  you  all.  We  propose 
to  make  but  just  ve  necessary  stay  of  a  few  days  to  pay  our  Duty  &  then  to  return  to  Exeter.  As 
the  French  seem  to  have  retired  I  shou’d  imagine.  Negotiations  of  peace  will  be  resumed,  which 
is  the  great  object  to  be  aimed  at.  A  Line  from  you  will  I  believe  if  soon  find  me  still  here,  for 
I  shall  be  glad,  if  I  could  continue  here  about  a  fortnight.  My  correspondants  at  London  tell  me 
nothing  since  my  Last  coming  here  :  We  have  had  a  fi.ne  summer  here  but  dry  &  are  now  busy 
in  our  Corn  Harvest. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Wenvoe  Castle.  Yours  most  Faithfully, 

Aug.  9,  1761.  Edmond  Thomas. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust. 

August  ye  11th,  ’61. 

Dr  Lady  Cust, 

I  beg  you  will  here  accept  of  my  best  Thanks  for  yr  kind  leter  of  ye  7th  I  think  myself 
extremely  obliged  to  you  for  yr  kind  invitations  propose  now  to  sett  out  from  Hence  next  Tuesday 
or  Wed  :  ye  18th  or  19th  I  have  a  mind  to  go  ye  post  road,  &  shall  be  glad  to  know,  if  Sr  John  or 
y e  alderman  would  meet  me  and  where  for  then  I  would  order  my  Journey  accordingly,  for  it  is 
all  one  to  me  what  day  I  sett  out  I  design  to  come  part  of  the  way  with  4  Horses  to  ye  Chaise.  I 
can’t  help  wishing  yt  it  woidd  be  agreeable  to  you  to  come  ten  or  15  miles  also  to  meet  us  <£r  I  would 
contrive  to  come  yr  time.  I  playd  at  Crybage  &  drank  Tea  with  Mrs  Nelthrope  yesterday.  She 
is  fare  well  &  dines  with  us  tomorrow.  She  desired  her  kind  com  :  when  I  wrote.  Miss  Peschell’s 
uncle  yt  she  was  with  in  Ireland  is  dead  there,  report  says  he  has  left  her,  I400£  in  money,  40£  a 
year  in  land,  an  exceeding  good  house  in  Ireland  with  all  ye  plate  &  furniture,  also  1400£  to 
Mr  Peschell  200£  to  his  mother  100£  to  ye  Town  of  Normanton  &  50£  to  Mrs  Huntsman.  Wee 


' 
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?rrd^tefrday'  Trollope  was  still  in  a  poor  way,  which  grieves  us  all  very  much.  I  expect 

M.SS  Has :  to  spend  a  Day  or  two  with  us  tins  week.  I  believe  ye  Doc  :  comes  home  next  Sa3av 
&  y  she  Mill  soon  return  to  Haceby.  This  is  ye  eldest  Master  Pennvman's  birthday  &  vr  sis  •  D 

deireaifh  g°V0.dine  tbere’  &  1  am  ^emg  to  drink  Tea  with  Mrs  Gibert.  The  Famelv  there  always 
Londonhesi  b6l  1  K°mV  !TefntS  v  \de3ire  m>'  kind  love  to  Missess  and  also  to  Brownlowe  if  he  is  in 

t  7 ^  flad  lf  flther  hlm  °r  one  of  hi*  ^ters  would  send  me  word,  when  ye  New  Queen 

is  expected  to  come  to  London,  She  can’t  mind  what  is  put  in  ye  papers.  . 

ou  shall  hear  from  us  before  wee  beginn  our  Journey  without  fail. 

esire  ray  kind  com  :  to  S'  John,  for  I  expect  he  is  with  y°  to-day  or  to-morrow 

Thrrh  °-7en1l1S°n  13  t0  g°  to*morrow  hy  ye  York  coach  directed  to  yo.  I  hope  it  will  proye 
good  I  believe  it  Mill  gett  to  London  Thursday  night.  *  1  P 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Wednesday,  ye  12th  of  Au  :  ’61. 

I  have  Just  reed  y*  Kind  Leter  dated  ye  8th  &  am  glad  you  are  gott  in  to  Marlbrow  Street  again 
wee  have  drank  your  health  as  ye  lost  Coll :  for  some  days.  I  thought  it  likely  yt  yo  was  on  some 

hah  fhtr1116;  guad  yV;eT°U  WaS  g°°d  &  as  wee  kilIed  a  Buck  to  send  my  sis  :  Tyr  • 

mVhV  A  T  b  S6ntoa  mnCh  mt°  MaH  :  Stre6t  by  ye  York  coach’  which  will  gett  to  London  tomorrow 

ne^  week  &P2  or  T  °  t T  °f  that  &  *  Sh&U  °rder  half  a  Buck  to  be  sent  to  London 

come  to  Lotfon  I  ^  f  f  T  n  *°  T*  lett  US  kn°W  what  days  you  chuse  to  have  them 

wXesdav  ye  IQth  t  ™  e  ?  .  >'esterday  that  I  proposed  to  sett  out  from  London  next 

ns  i  9  g  *  y  /  FOad  m  h°peS  y°U  °r  yC  alderman  or  my  Lady  herself  would  meet 

us.  I  write  to  you  now  for  fear  y«  should  not  go  to  London  this  week.  I  desire  I  mav  have  a  letter 

thTiQthif  t  h0nC?rum°rnmg  t0  t6ll.me  Where  ^  wiU  meet  as  1  can  sett  out  anv  other  Day  after 
the  19th  if  it  should  be  more  convenient  for  yr  meeting  us — Yr  sis  :  D.  wrote  yo‘  a  letter  wch  she 

smallDoxUif  ^  mentl°n  if  7°  obJect  to  Mr-  Jackson ‘for  not  having  had 

y«  smallpox  if  >  pox  upon  either  him  or  young  Tale,  they  might  come  up  with  me.  .  .  . 

to  v^rJ  *  Pe  wlU  Gomeuhdher  from  Buxton>  &  I  Wy  he  and  his  Sis  :  D  :  will  go  together 

FulLk  7a  i0?:eWee  baV\had  a  leter  from  Mrs’  Evely*  today.  She  sends  us  word  Mr  Harry 
ler  is  dead  of  >  gout  m  his  Stomach,  he  is  a  great  loss  to  his  famelv.  Mr  Shirlev  meetes  with 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  at  Leaving  ye  Pipple  &  has  had  Mr  Vivian’s  advice 

Mrs  Welby  and  Gregory  drank  Tea  here  to  day  &  were  quite  friendly  and  neighbourly  in  inquirys 

^  e‘by  br°Ught  W“h  h6r  *  SW6et  ™iMot  -n  hL 

(To  Coll :  Sr  John  Cust  of  the  Southern  Battalion  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  at  Hertford.) 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Saturday,  August  ye  loth,  ’61. 

Yr  Kind  letter  I  recd  this  morning  was  unexpected  but  is  very  much  to  ye  purpose,  &  I  am  very 

f  ,  ’Vu  l6ter  Which  1  Wr°te  Iast  Tuesday  (as  y°  would  not  receive  one  I  directed 

to  y<>  at  Hertford  which  I  wrote  of  Wed.)  I  hope  nothing  will  prevent  our  setting  out  Wed  :  ye  19th. 
I  propose  getting  to  ye  Wheatsheaf  on  A.  Common  ye  Night  &  to  Puckeridge  of  Thursday  night! 
where  I  hope  to  have  ye  great  pleasure  of  seeing  you  &  ye  alderman,  who  wee  shall  write  to  tomorrow! 
am  very  glad  yr  son  mett  y<>  in  good  health,  he  has  wrote  a  very  pritty  Leter  to  his  Aunt  D  :  & 
ope  he  will  meet  us  also  at  Puckeridge.  Wee  shall  speake  with  ye  young  man  either  tonight 
or  tomorrow  &  I  hope  he  will  sute  you.  I  shall  be  glad  if  he  can  goe  behind  our  Chaise,  if  not  he 
shad  go  behind  ye  machine.  Ye  Serjt  wrote  to  Mr  Gibert  last  post,  he  gott  to  Buxton  bath  last 
Monday  by  his  leter  he  gave  a  very  particular  account  of  v*  shocking  Death  of  Dean  Langton  who 

is  own  Brother  to  Biddy  Langton  &  has  left  a  Large  Famely _ 

I  am  highly  glad  y°  have  been  at  Felbridge. 
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William  Folices  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  am  ffavourod  with  yours,  mentioning  that  we  cannot  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Lady  Cust, 
yourself,  &  Children  here  this  summer,  which  is  no  small  Disappointment  to  us  all,  &  an  Additional 
Reason  to  wish  for  a  peace,  as  till  that  comes,  the  same  reason  I  apprehend  will  subsist,  but  the 
benefit  received  by  the  Militia  Service  ought  to  prevent  our  repining  thro  selfishness  at  any  Incon¬ 
venience  to  ourselves :  As  you  are  near  London  &  Lady  Cust  &  your  ffamily  there  I  beg  leave 
to  acquaint  you  that  we  are  not  yet  provided  for  places  to  see  the  Coronation,  which  we  intend 
to  come  up  to  &  return  hither  again.  &  wish  to  Join  with  yourselves  or  any  of  your  Acquaintance 
in  the  Expense  of  a  Convenient  Room  for  this  purpose  &  would  engage  to  take  nine  places,  or  a  few 
more  or  less  as  might  be  most  agreable,  if  you  can  hear  of  any  such  thing,  we  shall  bo  very  much 
obliged  to  you  to  get  us  into  some  such  party,  as  we  are  out  of  Town,  I  can  think  of  no  way  so  likely 
to  accommodate  us,  as  to  apply  in  this  manner  to  our  ffriends,  possibly  some  of  them  may  have 
taken  a  Room,  which  they  may  want  persons  to  make  up  the  Compliment  for,  the  persons  who  have 
places  to  dispose  of  are  very  extravagant  in  their  demands  for  them  but  upon  these  occasions  Expence 
is  not  to  be  regarded  :  Sr  Wm  with  his  Grandson  &  my  nephew  Rishton  are  now  with  us,  he  returns 
to  town  with  them  in  their  way  back  to  Eaton  the  very  beginning  of  next  month.  We  have  a  ffine 
Season  &  great  plenty  both  of  Hay,  Corn,  the  former  is  got  up  very  well,  &  there  is  a  ffine  prospect 
of  the  latter  being  gathered  as  well,  which  in  these  parts  we  have  just  begun  upon. 

According  to  appearances  I  doubt  your  Red  Coat  is  not  so  near  being  deposited  in  your  Ward¬ 
robe  &  your  Military  Course  of  Life  laid  aside  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  few  months  since,  at  least 
this  seems  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  at  present  here,  of  you  as  being  more  in  public  Life  think 
more  ffavourably  of  an  Approaching  peace,  it  will  be  a  great  pleasure  to  hear  such  good  news  from 
you  :  All  Our  most  Kind  respects  wait  upon  Lady  Cust,  yourself,  Master  Brownlowe  &  the  Young 
Ladies  &  I  am 

Your  affectionate  ffriend 

&  Relation, 

Hillington.  Aug*  12th,  1761.  W.  Ffolkes. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  had  thought  it  so  long  since  I  had  either  seen  or  heard  any  Tidings  of  you,  that  your  Letter 
by  the  last  Post  was  the  more  acceptable  to  me.  but  I  cannot  blame  myself  for  not  giving  sufficient 
Notice  of  my  coming  here.  I  had  only  been  four  Days  here  when  I  saw  Brownlowe  at  this  Place 
in  my  way  to  Manchester  last  year,  &  as  ye  waters  appeared  so  kindly  to  my  Constitution,  I  frequently 
talked  of  coming  here  this  year,  and  that  I  had  been  advised  to  it  ;  and  I  shcl  certainly  have  saved 
a  Fortnight  by  coming  from  Leicester  Assizes  if  your  sudden  March  into  ye  South  had  not  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  you  in  Town,  &  to  take  that  opportunity  of  ye  Eton  Election  and  Sunning  Hill. 
Dr  Baker  had  sufficiently  apprized  you  of  my  Intention  to  attend  him  to  Eton,  A  I  had  all  ye  Reason 
in  ye  World  to  expect  to  find  you  in  Marlboro’  on  ye  Sunday  after  my  Return  from  Eton  if  not  sooner. 
You  was  expected  in  Town  every  Day  for  a  week.  &  I  staid  four  Days  longer  than  I  shd  have  done 
in  fruitless  Expectation  of  you,  &  as  I  got  here  on  ve  10th  of  this  month  instead  of  ve  end  of  ye  former 
month  as  I  had  proposed,  I  saw  very  little  end  likely  to  be  answer'd  in  waiting  any  longer  for  you. 
The  Vacation  was  wearing  away,  &  the  Part  of  ye  summer  wch  I  cd  call  my  own  almost  gone  : 
and  as  it  is,  I  shall  spend  less  Time  here  than  I  wished  to  do.  I  am  glad  that  you  sent- the  Title 
to  Grantham,  &  as  to  ye  Mortge  Deed  ye  whole  was  owing  to  Bankes  not  letting  me  see  him  as  he 
promised  three  or  four  Times.  I  sent  his  Letter  to  you  from  Nottingham.  I  then  mention'd  to 
you  ye  Business  of  ye  Q’s  Sollicr  but  if  no  enquiry  was  made  about  it  till  after  I  had  left  London 
I  cd  not  expect  to  hear  such  a  Thing  cd  be  then  undisposed  of.  I  shd  hardly  think  that  we  can  have 
any  Right  to  expect  Assistance  in  such  a  matter  from  Ld  T.  nor  do  I  see  how  you  can  ask  it  of 
ye  Peer  of  B.  When  I  make  enquiries  into  a  Thing  of  this  Kind,  wch  it  is  natural  to  make.  I  don't 
mean  to  desire  you  to  act  an  improper  or  an  inconsistent  Part.  I  thought  of  De  Grey,  but  imagined 
him  a  likely  Person  to  be  At t>’  Gen.  but  have  not  heard  ve  least  Hint  who  he  is. 

I  had  a  most  extremely  obliging  Invitation  frojn  Ld  Grosvenor  to  his  seat  near  Chester  tomorrow, 
who  offer’d  if  I  wd  go  with  him,  to  introduce  me  to  his  Bror  who  is  Mayor  of  Chester  that  we  might 
meet  T.  White  in  his  judicial  Capacity  at  ye  Assizes  on  Wednesday  ;  and  he  pressed  it  upon  me  in 
so  kind  a  manner  that  I  was  almost  on  ye  Point  of  accepting  his  Invitation,  but  this  morning  his 
LdP  recd  Letters  wch  post  him  to  London  to-morrow.  I  find  from  him,  that  ye  Queen  is  expected 
this  week  ;  but  I  can’t  make  out  why  that  carries  him  to  Town.  He  said  he  shd  have  been  very 
glad  to  have  paid  his  Complim*8  to  you  &  Mr  Welby  at  ye  camp  at  Chetham,  so  that  if  you  see  him 
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you  11  make  proper  acknowledges .  I  still  think  of  a  scheme  to  Chester,  &  Liverpool,  &  on  such 

for  such6  a  P  yia  UeW  6  1  P;lrchaSed  this  Week-  of  wCh  1  g^e  the  Alderman  notice  last  Post  ; 

tor  such  a  Purchase  runs  away  with  more  Pence  than  I  had  provided  for:  but  I  shall  not  think 

of  such  a  Journey  till  I  have  tried  these  Waters  a  Week  or  ten  Days  longer  &  I  don’t  intend  to  be 

whTfh  a  T°\e  t  r  01  t0lir  Days-  By  y6  Beginning  of  next  month  I  propose  to  be  at  Belton,  & 
whether  I  stay  there  or  not  depends  upon  ye  Plan  wch  is  settled  about  the  Coronation,  as  to  wch 

IZ3T  ^  at  PreSent-  If  y°U  knOW  of  any  skitt>  >’o«r  best  way  will  be  to  pro- 

somtthfn^T^e  Rf  f  v  BfI?<lloeS  is  here’  &  1  shd  be  extremely  glad  to  acquaint  him  with 

H^HveT  History  of  a  ^wghbour  to  you  of  that  Name  when  you  was  in  Church  Yard  Court. 

”  v  ,  77  y°Ur  Ht?a<  ’  y°U  kn°W  Wh°  he  was  &  "bet her  he  is  living  or  not,  I  sh^  be  obliged 

•°  y°V  °  7 11  me  aSfSOOn  as  y°u  fan*  for  ye  po«t  is  a  long  Time  pottering  to  this  Place.  &  comes 
m  so  late  &  goes  out  again  so  early  that  I  am  not  only  afraid  that  this  Gentleman  will  be  gone  if 
you  lose  more  than  one  Post,  but  what  is  worse  is  that  tho’  I  have  a  Million  of  Things  to  say  yet 

ki  M  lb™  by  1  P°St’  &  lmVe  lmrdly  Tlme  n°W  t0  teU  y°U  that  1  am  with  best  Comp8 


Buxton.  Aug:  16,  1761. 


Yr  most  affectte  K.C., 

F.  Cust. 


,  ,,  f  T  7  hfve  glVen  you  a  successfull  Acct  of  ye  BP  of  Lincoln’s  Cause  at  Leicester,  was 

Cocks  of  aJr:  &  in  W°h  1  Very  fairly  demolished  those  who  think  themselves  ve 

Notice'  Of  m  T?'  The  !  en!y  CaIledl°n  rae  durm"  my  short  stay  in  Town,  &  took  much  more 
Notice  of  my  Endeavours  at  ye  Assizes  than  it  was  possible  for  me  to  imagine.  We  got  a  hollow 

“ESS?  r:rothrg°r  SP6Cial  VerdiCt’  WCh  WaS  Very  —h  “  by  ye  Kings  Serjeant, 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

■  (Aug.  1761.) 

The  Serj  got  to  Town  on  Saturday  morning  in  Time  to  breakfast  in  Marlboro’  &  has  put  off 
his  Journey  two  or  three  Days  in  order  to  see  Sr  John— has  sent  away  his  Horses  &  so  arranged 
his  ^matters  that  he  must  be  off  tomorrow  by  Eleven  o’clock,  &  gives  up  all  Thoughts  of  seeing 

He  has  been  at  some  Loss  to  know  how  to  discharge  himself  of  ye  writings  left  with  this  wch 
he  has  taken  quite  round  ye  Circuit  ;  and  as  they  ought  not  to  be  carried  to  Buxton  wch  is  too 
eccentric  a  Place  for  ’em,  Sr  John  is  desired  to  find  some  method  of  conveying  the  abstract  of  the 
Title  to  Sam  :  Forster,  &  the  Mortge  Deed  to  Bankes,  who  has  already  some  Notice  of  it.  If  ve 
Title  can  t  be  sent  in  Franks  the  Serj*  hopes  Sr  John  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  it  carefullv  by  ve 
Coach  or  Carrier,  ot  wch  he  gives  notice  to  Sam  :  Forster.  J 

Qu  :  as  to  ye  Queen’s  Attny  &  Solir  Genr1. 

Marlboro’ .  Wednes.  night. 


Mrs.  Jane  Evelyn  to  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart. 

Dear  Brother, 

T  •  ,  did.  A0*  expeCt  yr  faVOUr  of  a  letter  from  you  &  therefore  are  ye  more  obliged  to  Vou. 
1  am^glad  to  find  you  are  so  well  recoverd  of  your  late  Illness  &  hope  you  will  have  no  more  returns 
of  it.  At  Present  ye  weather  is  quite  cold  that  you  must  be  carefull,  little  miss  soon  got  well,  & 

v®^rn  1S  no,w  ^ot  &  he  as  wel1  as  myself  are  obliged  to  you  for  thinking  your  House  well 
fil  d.  I  received  ve  half  years  Rental  of  Heckington  which  we  had  left  order  for  Mr  Ball  to  receive 
&  next  Post  I  shall  write  to  Belton  to  desire  Mr  Kipess  to  pay  it  to  Mr  Ball,  as  it  is  but  a  small  sum. 
I  see  since  ye  receipt  of  your  letter  by  ye  papers  that  Mr  Pit  has  resign'd.  Every  Body  that  I  have 
seen  in  ys  Place  are  quite  unhappy  about  it,  &  think  affairs  will  go  sadly,  as  to  myself  I  wish  what 
may  be  right  to  ye  nation  &  am  sorry  their  should  be  Brioils  amongst  ye  great.  If  vou  have  anv 
Leasure  &  -will  give  us  a  little  account  how  affairs  goes  Mr  Evelyn  will  be  obliged  to  vou.  I  hope 
before  ys  jou  have  had  an  account  of  Brownlow  &  his  Uncle  being  safe  arrived  at  Bath  &  allso  that 
Miss  Lucy  &  her  companion  got  well  to  Belton.  As  to  news  ys  is  not  a  Place  to  hear  much  in.  I 
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lately  had  a  letter  from  Freeman,  at  Lincoln  who  gave  me  a  very  pritty  account  of  >  e  grand 
doings  their  on  ye  Coronation  Day,  which  as  well  as  Grantham  should  have  been  put  in  \l  papers. 
Mr.  Evelyn  Sister  Dolly  &  little  Miss  join  with  me  in  all  proper  compliments  in  Marlborough  Street. 

I  am,  Dear  Brother, 
ever  your  obliged  &  most  affect  :  sister, 


Sept.  ve  9th,  1791. 


Jane  Evelyn. 


Miss  Dolly  desires  her  Particular  thanks  to  my  sister  for  her  obliging  &  kind  letter. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Tuesday,  Septr  ye  15th,  1701. 

I  hope  v°  have  heard  that  I  had  a  very  good  Journey  home,  &  found  my  good  friends  here  all 
well  it  is  time  now  to  return  y°  a  Thousand  thanks  for  the  great  Comfort  &  pleasure  I  enjoy  d  m 
Marlbro  Street  owing  chieflv  to  yrs  &  Lady  Cust’s  Friendship  &  I  reflect  upon  it  now  my  Dear, 
with  ye  greatest  pleasure  imaginable.  The  seeing  ye  Queen  has  realy  made  me  a  Person  ot  Con¬ 
sequence,  for  they  come  to  me  with  eagerness,  as  if  I  was  become  a  new  Creature  by  it,  or  at  least 
greatly  alterrd  for  ye  Better.  I  drank  Tea  with  Mrs  Nelthrope  yesterday  &  she  is  so  much  better, 
today  l  believe  y*  giving  her  an  account  of  my  Journey  had  a  good  effect.  I  shail  be  glad  to  tear 
the  venison  came,  as  v°  desired  &  proved  good,  for  Ju  Colson  carried  it  to  Stamford  last  Tuesday 
evening.  Mr  Coddrington  left  Taunton  yesterday,  &  Mr*  Pennyman  will  follow  very  soon 
Mr  Pen  •  I  hear  is  not  vett  resolvd  whether  he  will  atend  y«  Coronation  or  no.  Miss  D  :  &  ye  Serj 
determine  to  sett  out  next  Thursday  morning  &  hope  to  reach  London  sometime  Fryday  but  still 

don’t  expect  them  till  y°  see  them.  . .  . 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust.  n.d. 

I  should  have  wrote  to  Sr  John  this  post  to  have  Thank’d  him  for  his  very  kind  Let er  which  I 
have  just  reed,  but  I  think  he  will  be  too  much  engaged  even  to  read  a  Leter  next  Tuesday  so  I  take 
tWs  opporUmitv  to  return  v*  LadyP  My  best  Thanks  for  yr  kind  &  friendly  leter  I  reed  soon  after 
I  gottPhome  I  am  very  glad  ye  Travellers  mett  with  no  worse  a  disaster  than  riding  in  a  mail  car 
sure  yt  would  carry  them  full  fast.  I  hope  it  was  in  an  easy  conveyance  for  I  think  it  must  be  a 

mei'l>assure  y°  Grantham  is  as  intent  upon  ye  Coronation  as  London.  Manny  booths  are  building 
&  nothing  else  is  talked  onn.  They  tell  me  there  is  to  be  a  booth  m  Belton  &  some  stone  ot  beet 

is  boht  to  eat  in  it  the  same  in  Londonthorpe  &  very  likely  m  all  ye  villages. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  S*  J.  for  sending  me  Ld  Guil :  Leter  &  I  am  glad  that  he  open  d  it.  I 

wTote  a  Leter  of  thanks  to  my  Ld  last  Thursday. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Saturday.  Oct  :  ye  3rd,  ’61. 

A  Thousand  Thanks  to  you,  Dr  Sr  John,  for  ye  great  pleasure  yrs  gave  me  (wch  I  recd  yesterday 
morning)  by  aquainting  me  of  yr  being  so  well  recoverd  and  I  hope  wee  may  depend  upon  >  leintr 
carefull  both  of  getting  cold  and  of  ye  Dyett.  Exactly  at  3  ye  Serjt  &  Luce  arrived  m  good  spirits, 
after  a  good  Journey  they  are  this  morning  gon  to  Grantham  to  have  some  chat  with  M  >el  . 
I  must  say  ve  Serjt  has  great  merritt  for  he  brought  3  fresh  news-Papers  &  3  magazines  but  \ 
striking  likeness  of  ye  Q.  Picture  in  ye  Court  Maga  :  is  I  hope  a  ridicule  for  I  shall  be  sorry  it  it  ii  •> 
any  resemblance  of  her  Majesty.  You  &  La  :  Cust  make  yr  friends  so  happy  that  they  maj  ver> 
think  their  time  passess  very  quick,  indeed  I  rather  wish’d  they  might  not  have  all  lett  y  at  once 
but  yo  have  still  many  good  aquaintances  in  London  &  I  imagine  there  will  be  good  company  now 
all  ye  winter  tho  many  famelyes  are  come  away.  Lady  Bucke  has  just  made  me  a  morning  %  i**it  . 
says  ye  Du  :  of  Rutland  &  Ld  Geo  :  are  in  ye  Country  &  she  expects  Sr  C'ha  :  &  La.  Bucke  nex  wee 
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Mre  Hobert  lias  lost  her  last  Child,  it  has  onely  been  in  ye  way  to  hinder  her  from  seeing  all  ye  fine 
show.  I  am  very  sorry  for  r  news  about  ye  warr  but  Mr.  Gibert  thinks  it  not  at  all  bad.  I  wish 
he  may  judge  right.  .  .  . 

W°  y°  see  ye  alderman  tell  him  my  Coachman  had  his  gray  horse  at  Nottingham  faire  yesterday 
&  nobody  bid  a  farthing  for  him. 


October  ye  24tb,  '61. 

A  Thousand  Thanks  for  yr  kind  intelligence  wcd  I  recd  yesterday  morning  with  great  pleasure 
in  ye  first  place  to  hear  you  gott  safe  to  London,  &  next  yl  you  are  in  so  good  a  Tract,  what  ye 
King  sayd  on  ye  occasion  delights  me  very  much,  as  I  think  it  is  greatly  for  yr  Creditt,  everybody 
here  seemes  pleas’d  and  I  hope  my  Dear  y°  will  overcome  all  doubts  &  feares,  I  am  sure  vr  Friends 
are  in  no  concern,  but  are  satisfyed  y°  will  behave  propperly  as  y°  have  hitherto  don  yrself  &  Famely 
Credit  in  every  Station  of  life,  &  I  think  ye  Militia  was  a  greater  tryall  to  y°  than  this  can  be.  I 
shall  be  willing  to  spare  ye  serj1  whenever  v°  please  to  command  him.  He  is  now  at  Grantham 
in  order  to  invite  ye  officers  here  tomorrow  who  shall  meet  with  ye  best  Wellcome  I  can  give  them. 

Day  light  is  almost  gon  &  I  am  unwilling  to  keep  ben,  as  it  is  a  very  cold  wett  night,  so  adieu, 
with  all  kind  &  propper  compliments. 

My  Dear 

Yr  most  Affect  :  Happy 

Mother  &  Faithful  Friend, 

A.  Oust. 


RlCHARD  F  YD  ELL  TO  FRANCIS  CuST. 

Though  yr  company  allways  brings  wth  it  so  much  pleasure  to  your  friends  here,  I  can't  say 
I  wish’d  to  see  you  thro  :  such  weather  as  we  had  yesterday  &  the  day  before,  &  I  am  glad  we  had 
no  Business  that  call'd  for  you,  as  it  was  so  much  more  convenient  to  you  to  be  absent.  I  made 
yr  Apology  to  the  Mayor  wch  he  readily  accepted  tho.  he  wd  have  been  glad  to  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  yr  company  at  dinner.  The  Michs  Sessions  as  you  observe,  we  allways  expect  to  have  the  benefit 
of  yr  attending,  but  when  (as  it  will  often  happen  as  well  as  now)  there  is  no  kind  of  business,  yr 
absence  will  be  easily  dispens’d  wh  if  your  own  business  calls  you  another  way.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  seeing  you  at  Somerby  &  everywhere  else,  but  we  have  already  made  one 
visit  at  Belton  this  year,  tho  I  confess  not  so  long  a  one  as  we  cou’d  have  wish’d.  We  shall  be  at 
Somerby  on  (Monday  even*  the  12td  &  stay  the  2  following  Days,  where  we  shall  hope  you  will  give 
us  the  promis’d  anacdotes.  I  did  in  a  very  bad  manner  supply  yr  place  in  a  charge  to  day.  I  fir’d 
an  important  Scpiib  &  such  one  that  is  to  a  fine  regular  fireworks  such  was  the  gain  to  the  Grand 
Jury  from  yr  absence  nor  cou’d  any  but  the  pen  of  a  polite  man  just  come  from  the  metropolis  of 
politeness  have  suggested  any  different  expectation.  My  wife  &  Daughter  Join  wth  me  in  compli¬ 
ments  to  yrself,  &  to  all  the  worthy  family  of  Belton. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  Yr  Faithful  Obed* 

Serv*  R.  F  yd  ell. 

Boston.  Oct.  5,  1761. 

2  letters  came  this  post,  one  of  wch  is  inclos’d  herewith  directed  to  Sr  John,  the  other  forwarded 
on  the  same  easy  terms  by  yr  Br°  Ps  franks.  The  Mayor  (Mr.  Abbot  &  Mr.  Burton  desire  their 
compliments  to  you. 

[Richard  Fydell  of  Boston  died  April  11,  1780,  aged  70;  married  Elizabeth  Hall,  died 
26  January  1783,  aged  63.] 


Richard  Fydell  to  Francis  Oust. 

Unluckily  for  us,  who  wd  wish  for  every  occasion  that  might  give  us  the  pleasure  of  yr  Com 
pany,  &  especially  at  this  place,  I  cannot  find  the  least  business  to  be  done  at  our  Sessions  next 
Monday  that  need  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  journey  ;  we  must  therefore  depend  wholly  upon  yr 
own  leisure  &  inclination  to  give  us  the  favr  of  a  visit  at  this  juncture,  &  if  they  shd  accord,  I  hope 
I  need  not  tell  you  wth  what  pleasure  we  shall  receive  the  verbal  acc*  promisd  in  yr  Letter  of  the 
late  magnificent  design  in  Lond".  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michell  declin’d  the  fatigue,  &  are  still  at  Bayfield, 
tbe  same  lazy  disposition  kept  my  wife  &  me  at  home,  where  we  shall  remain  ab1  a  fortnight  &  then 


. 
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pay  a  few  days  visit  to  Mrs.  Markham  at  Somerby.  I  heartily  wish  we  cou’d  have  met  you  at  Belton, 
&  if  you  will  let  me  know  when  you  are  there  another  year,  we  will  endeavour  to  pay  our  visit  to 
yr  worthy  family  at  the  same  time.  I  much  wish  we  cou’d  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  but 
I  expect  a  polite  letter  of  excuse  that  business  won’t  admit  of  it,  when  however  you  do  come  upon 
any  occasion,  I  depend  y°  won’t  leave  ye  old  quarters.  My  wife  rejoins  w  me  in  respectful  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  family  at  Belton  &  yrself. 

^  I  am  dear  sr  yr  most  obed1 

&  affecte  serv1 

Boston,  Sep.  28,  1766  (?)  R’  FydelL’ 


I  had  a  letter  ab1  a  week  since  fm  our  friend  Govr  Barnard.  He  writes  in  good  spirits,  &  seems 
pleas’d  wth  his  situation  wch  gives  me  much  pleasure.  I  find  he  has  added  2  children  (Creo  es)  to 

his  family. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

The  Serjf  has  taken  ye  meetest  vantage  of  the  enclosed  to  leave  the  Charge  at  Boston  to  Fidelle 
especially  as  the  wintry  aspect  of  the  weather  affords  no  comfortable  Prospect  of  a  Ride  over  the 

Fens. . . . 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  Lett1-  yesterday,  wch  is  answer’d  by  the  enclosed  from  fidelle,  so 
far  as  it  concerns  the  Charge  at  Boston,  as  to  Grantham  I  Looked  at  the  Coronation  to  Religion  in, 
an  awkward  kind  of  way  tho’  altogether  new  &  unexpected.  &  tho’  I  was  not  satisfied  about  it 
yet  Gibert  in  his  usual  way  says  such  1  king  as  that  was  as  well  as  c(1  be.  He  is  extremely  miseia  i  e 
about  ye  Drumming  in  his  Ear,  wch  he  says,  renders  his  Life  a  Burden  to  him,  and  this  makes  him 
not  so  attentive  either  to  Marie  or  to  Pitt  as  he  wd  otherwise  be.  He  wants,  as  well  as  all  of  us 
here  do,  some  further  information  about  Pitt,  wch  the  Papers  this  morning  do  not  in  any  Manner 
communicate  to  us.  I  expected  to  have  carried  the  first  News  of  it  to  Grantham  but  they  had 
heard  of  it  there  before  I  cd  carry  it,  by  the  Help  of  Posters.  Many  say  in  general  that  it  s  bad  News 
&  they  are  sorry  to  hear  it.  Others  say  it’s  not  so  bad,  &  I  met  with  nobody  who  seem  d  much 
interested  about  as  there  was  a  great  Deal  of  W  ine  taken  up  at  the  Sessions .... 

Lucetta  &  I  did  not  try  the  Road  from  Potton  to  Huntingdon,  as  we  did  not  care  to  venture  m 
the  Dark  on  a  Road  in  wch  we  were  not  sure  the  Turnpike  was  compleated — otherwise  the  sleepy 
Letter  wd  have  acquainted  you  with  it.  I  shall  be  very  desirous  of  getting  some  more  Intelligence 
of  Things  above,  tho’  I  don't  set  my  affections  upon  'em.  I  think  what  has  happen  d  lately  must 
lie  deeper  than  a  War  ag*  Spain  :  I  had  no  Doubt  but  that  Things  wd  not  continue  in  their  strange 
state,  &  I  have  really  been  in  expectation  of  a  Crash  &  have  said  so - 

Jb .  c. 

Belton.  Oct.  8. 

I  think  it  must  be  matter  of  Speculation  who  is  to  be  Speaker — Why  not  you  ? 


Dr.  George  Baker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

The  Serj1  gave  me  your  letter  this  morning,  &  I  have  just  now  brought  him  in  my  Chariot 
to  Aldgate.  While  we  wait  for  the  Alderman  &  dinner,  I  take  up  my  Pen  in  order  to  thank  you 
for  your  very  kind  letter.  That  the  mare  is  good,  I  have  great  reason  to  say,  having,  tho'  a  bad 
Horseman,  been  carried  8  years  by  her  (according  to  the  phrase  of  Celsus)  cito,  tuto,  jucundo.  I 
am  much  oblig’d  to  you  for  accepting  her.  She  could  not  have  had  a  better  master  and  so  >ou 
seem  to  be  well  met.*  The  Mare  for  which  the  Serjt  pays,  is  likewise  excellent  in  her  way.  Ihe 
Ladies  do  right  in  calling  her  Doctress  :  for  they  will  not  want  Dr  Walker,  if  they  use  her  sufficiently. 
I  hope  you  have  a  skilful  Smith  ;  for  the  Bar-shoe  is  a  nice  thing  to  treat. 

So  much  for  Horses.  As  to  myself  I  have  taken  a  house  furnish’d  in  Red  Lyon-Square  which 
I  shall  enter  next  Monday.  I  have  as  yet  made  no  progress  as  a  Town-Doctor;  but  was  yesterday 
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PaHentt  it  recover  °UI  am^orf^That ^ TOtTlT*1"*  0"  "P  S°me  ki,'d  °f  Clulilly  esPMi“»'-  a,  the 

ThT°helys'TJs  r  «**£• your  ^ 

family  has  suflert  ^r/ihaTtL  poo^Zjt*  ««7  —  no  one  in  the 

He  means  (as  you  know)  w^ell  and  a L.o  fliwnJ  ’  ,  has  damag  d  lus  health,  &  hurt  his  spirits, 

as  to  arguments  of  persuasion.  What  I  ca7dTsM  Tt^  1  'T  leniet  dies~ but  1  a™  not  compos 
was  restor’d  in  the  whole  family.  The  Serjt  absolutelv  He!  7*  ^  and  1  heartdy  wish  unanimity 

My  best  respects  wait  on  the  families  !3  Grant ^  ^  -sentment. 

I  am  dear  Sir  John, 

Aldgate.  -  your  most  oblig’d 

Thursday,  4  o’clock.  &  V6ry  humble  servant, 

G.  Baker. 

(Added  by  Peregrine  Cust.) 

»  TP  *  ^  »  C-  Townsend  glad  he 

has  'ssjz  m^^  ]zb20  r>  r:  “  -  s“-  - 

Scatus  sets  off  tomorrow  for  Oxford  &  is  verytiuch'tleas  d  Ihetf.tftllhas  not  offer’tthetving’11' 


Sm  George  Colebrooke  to  Sir  John  Cost. 


Recollecting  you  was  an  Adventurer  in  ye  subscriptions  fnr  9  nr  o  » 

perhaps  soon  be  settled,  I  was  desirous  of  Informing  you  of Tt  that  •  “  7  neW  Loan  wiU 

family,  were  inclined  to  be  concerned  in  it  vou  mifffit  7  *  !’  t  t  t  C&Se’  you’  or  an>r  of  Your 

The  Terms  cannot  be  ascertained  ^  °CCasi°n’ 

hended  ye  3  per  Cents  will  be  still  lower.  However  at^all  Events  \?tmg  ,by  reas°n  y*  d  *  appre- 

to  ye  subscriber  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties  of  the  Times  ^  7  made  Advantageous 

who  has  money,  is  always  more  preferable  than  ve  !i!i  v  Y  n®W  subscriPtlo«-  to  ye  mau 

given  to  ye  new.  preterable  than  ye  old  Funds  by  ye  whole  amount  of  the  Bonus, 

havfsTfe  8  Tat  Tn  VOlUntary  resi^s  tha  Seals,  who  won't 

exceeds  bllief  is,  that  do^ot  mean  t  Oppo  ’  rathW  ,lMn  ^  ^  but  S““  "  hat 

that>  ^‘eed  of  preserving 

that  as  he  wood  not  concur?  with  ”  of  “T  F°r  the  Pub,ick  "iU 

his  Disapprobation,  by  opposing  with  ah  It  It  f  "f  ’  he  °Ught  to  shew  something  more  than 

mankind,  his  conduct  ^  Pa«  of 

for  do  mg  that  which  will  occasion  Heats  at  Home  ‘  5  ^*5®®’  ^ho  mi^ht  imPeach  Him  almost, 

Enemies  abroad.  m  ’  &  glve  advantages  from  these  Heats  to  our 

let  himm  hdp  it.  Admmistration  are  *ot  very  sorry  for  his  Quitting,  &  will  not 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Gatton.  9  Oct.  1761.  **  SinCere  &  °bedt  humble  servant. 

G.  Colebrooke. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

t  ,  (Belton.  Oct.  11,  1761.) 

what  to  maketf10  I te itt, i.I °t .Itt/i en l)’rlv,rlc  News  this  morning,  w«i  Gibert  does  not  know 

“  looks  so  mnch  like  £££?££  £££* 
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glad  to  see  you  here,  but  I  think  the  best  way  is  to  say  nothing  of  this  to  any  but  ve  Family,  as  it 
only  makes  a  great  Talk  to  very  little  Purpose  when  Sr  J.  is  expected.  There  is  a  good  Assembly 
on  Tuesday  next,  but  I  think  you  will  hardly  be  there.  Richd  Hourd  was  here  on  Thursday,  & 
said  he  heard  the  Place,  wch  he  was  with  you  about,  was  not  likely  to  be  vacant,  but  still  I  sent 
him  to  Ld  Monson,  &  soon  after  he  was  gone  his  Father  brought  Word  that  ye  man  was  dead,  upon 
w0*1  I  sent  him  to  Lincoln  after  his  son,  but  Ld  M.  Told  him  that  he  had  often  applied  to  \  e  D.  of  R. 
about  such  Things,  &  never  was  able  to  get  any  answer  from  him,  so  that  he  cd  not  do  any  Thing 
to  serve  him.  Rd  H.  will  be  in  Town  in  a  Day  or  two,  &  if  it  shd  fall  in  your  Way  to  help  him 
now  the  Place  is  vacant  I  daresay  you  will.  I  am  in  Haste,  &  with  all  proper  Complim  s, 

Your  affecte 

F.  C. 

Tom  Scrope  has  wrote  word  to  Lincoln  that  he  shot  a  Highwayman  last  week  who  attacked 
him  somewhere  near  Hatfield. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(London.  Oct.  13,  1761.) 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  safe  at  Belton  after  a  Pleasant  Journey  :  I  am  now  in  Marlbro  Street 
&  Dinner  not  being  quite  ready  I  take  the  Opportunity  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr  Glover  came  from, 
the  Country  only  this  morning,  I  was  at  his  House  waiting  for  him,  &  have  had  much  Conversation 
with  him  upon  the  subject  of  your  being  Speaker  ;  he  appears  to  approve  it  ;  &  tells  me  that  tomorrow 
morning  he  is  to  be  amongst  the  great  people  when  he  shall  bring  you  upon  the  Carpet  ;  it  Seeker 
succeed!  as  well  you  will  at  least  be  mention’d.  Mr  Glover  tells  me  that  last  Fry  day  the  Speaker 
was  not  fixt,  &  that  ye  only  2  Men  he  has  heard  mention'd  are  Prouse  &  Bacon  neither  oi  whom 
he  likes.  I  have  gone  as  far  in  this  matter  as  I  cou’d  &  if  I  shou'd  have  been  serviceable  it  will 

give  me  a  particular  pleasure. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust, 

(London.  Oct.  14,  1761.) 

I  wrote  you  last  night,  &  have  now  ye  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr  Glover  has  today  put  ye 
Business  of  Speaker  into  a  proper  Tract,  before  this  time  Ld  B.  is  acquainted  with  it,  &  tomorrow 
Mr  Glover  is  to  be  with  him,  so  that  by  the  Post  to  morrow  you  shall  know  trom  me  whether  you 
are  likely  to  succeed  or  not.  Mr  Glover  has  behav’d  very  freindly  upon  ye  occasion  but  I  still  tear 
Ld  B.  &  ye  Pr’ss  wont  forget  yr  Resignation.  I  think  that  will  be  ye  only  Barr  for  the  Speaker 
is  not  fixcl  &  they  are  at  a  loss  to  find  a  proper  person.  Mr  Glover  desir’d  a  Letter  from  your  own 
hand  that  he  might  be  assur’d  it  was  your  desire,  from  what  I  have  since  told  him  I  beleive  he  is. 
satisfy'd,  but  still  a  short  Letter  from  you  to  me  to  that  purpose  wch  I  may  shew  him  wont  be  amiss. 
In  case  Ld  B.  agrees  to  you  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  come  directly  to  London,  so  that  1  wou  d 
have  you  be  in  the  way  as  you  may  receive  an  Express  from  me  to  that  purpose  instead  of  a  Letter 

by  the  Post. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(London.  Oct.  15,  1761.) 

I  wrote  you  last  night  since  wch  things  are  in  ye  same  situation  with  respect  to  ye  Speaker  ; 
Mr  Glover  saw  Ld  B.  today  but  he  was  in  such  a  Hurry  he  cou'd  scarce  speak  to  him  &  he  tells  me 
he  shall  hear  nothing  more  till  next  thursday.  Wether  this  is  a  good  or  bad  Omen.  I  wont  pretend 
to  say  but  the  moment  I  hear  any  thing  further  you  shall  know  it.  The  Doctor  din’d  with  me  today 
in  Marlbro’  &  I  sent  him  to  Weston  in  order  to  mention,  to  him  a  Report  he  had  heard  that  jou 

was  to  be  Sp - r  &  to  puff  you  off.  (  .  .  . 

The  inclos'd  Letter  was  deliverd  me  to  send  you,  wcb  I  ventured  to  open,  as  tar  as  it  relates  to 
me  you  may  tell  Sr  George  I  am  much  obliged  to  him  but  I  have  already  taken  ye  sum  I  want  in 

another  gentleman  s  List. 


■ 


records  of  the  oust  family. 

Perecrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


This  aecompanys  a  Letter  from  Mr  CW0„  ,  .  .  ,  (°ct-  19,  1761.) 

of  Speaker,  &  tho  it  is  not  quite  Pxt  vet  I  bel^V^  behaved  very  kindly  to  you  in  the  affair 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons'.  I  am  now  It  mV*  ^  d°ubt  bufc‘ 1  Hail  you 

at  night  yet  no  Business  being  so  well  done  Z  iw,  T  “  the  Country  &  th«  it  is  7  o’cllck 
to  see  an  Express  sent  away  to  vou  and  as  I  °nei  d°eS  one‘sed  1  determine  to  go  to  Town 

ajpy  immediately  upon  the  Reeeit  of  this  for  it  ifabsTl  itelf  ^  ^  W&y  1  h°pe  y°U  wdl  come 

Wednesday  morning  early  in  order  to  wait  upon  W  v  necessary  you  shou’d  be  in  Town  by 

order  to  talk  matters  over  further;  it  happes  unluckihT™  ^  7*,  dm®  "'ith  you  that  day  in 

but  if  you  leave  your  Cash  &  acquaint  therewith  vour  BuliZ  T  d,saPPoint  the  new  Alderman 
it  is  of  no  great  moment  whether  they  clo  or  not  *  1  am  sure  they  will  excuse  it,  tho’ 

mce  the  above  we  have  thought  it  best  to  send  Jack.  Express. 


Richard  Glover,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

i  ry>  i9th  oct- mi’  °'do°k  - - 

~ loiz 

mto  particulars  you  will,  I  am  sure,  easily  believe  that  iTn  °+  n°  delay’  Without  my  entring 
and  uncertain  foundations  ;  but  the  subject  in  it-  n  'ould  not  give  you  this  trouble  upon  slight 
I  myself  am  fully  convinc’d,  that  what  l  Sar  "  n0t  ^  of ' expiation  :  though 
you  will  immediately  wait  upon  Mr  Grenville  assures  me  you  wish,  will  succeed.  I  desire 

who  expresses  the  highest  regard  for  vou  and  T  6  u*  W  ednesday  morning  by  nine  o’clock 

see  you,  as  will,  dear  Sr  °  >OU’  and’  1  thuxk  wdl  every  account  be  extremely  glad  to 

your  most  faithful  &  obedient  serv* 

R.  Glover. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

They  were  not  inquisitive,  &  „<l  have  been  sorry  if  vou  h,d  b  no,thm*  Particular  happen’d. 

Ellis  was  here  &  staid  to  Dinner,  &  the  new  e^ iZ  Z  ad  ceremom°™‘y  staid  for  them.  Young 
who  talked  of  staying  ail  Night  at  Thorpe  dropped  sudd,  I  “Vlte  "S  ‘°  y*  ehoice— i  Sam  :  Forster" 
hun  or  not,  I  cannot  tell :  He  behaved  very  cKihf  2  Ik  T  US'  Whether  curiosity  brought 
Hurry  skurry  you  will  not  expect  me  to  say  more  not  C  wt°  9u<^rons-but  in  y*  midst  of  such 
this  morning,  agreed  clearlv  that  the  mi  ■  ,  who  1S  obllged  to  you  for  calling  on  him 

Welby  on  the  Road,  who  *°  be  yet’  1  -PPose  you  mft yoZZ 

matters  must  give  way  to  the  grand  Affaff  wch j tosl *°  T*  ^  C°mpany’  All'  these 
then  it  will  certainly  be  so  to  ye  satisfaction  of  y  hoPe  will  end  to  your  Satisfaction,  and 


Belton.  Oct.  20. 


yours,  etc., 

F.  C. 


Tho’  its  hardly  to  be  exnecter]  tw  ™  t  „  ,  .  (Oct-  22,  1761.) 

Post,  wch  we  expect  with  Impatience  •  vet  I  think  **  from  hence  ti!l  the  arrival  of  to-morrow’s 
day  of  Sam  :  Forster’s  with  Welbv  and  Gregory  A-'sh^b  A?™  *'“*  1  fln,3he<1  J*  affair  yester. 
were  particularly  asked  me  about  the  OcS’ofvn  r  "*  aCC°'m‘  wi,h  me’  -No  Quitiom 

Tuesday  that  you  was  to  be  S -  and  I  heard  tSl  “  "as  al1  over  Grantham  on 

~d,  as  X  heard,  that  you  was  gone  to 


' 


. 
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been  suggested  by  what  passed  on  a  visit  made  by  my  Mother  &  Lucetta  this  morning  at  Paunton. 
Pen  :  was  not  at  Home,  &  his  wife  said  nothing  about  you  or  about  ye  Tiling  till  they  were  taking 
their  Leave.  My  mother  then  said  that  she  shd  have  made  her  visit  sooner  but  staid  to  come  with 

you  on  wch  Penny  said  that  you  was  gone  up  to  Town  to  be  S - r.  My  Mother  did  not  hear  this 

&  Luce  who  was  following  her  out  of  the  Room  cd  not  have  an  Opportunity  of  replving.  I  am 
not  under  any  Difficulty  as  to  what  People  say  :  One  only  hopes  the  Grand  Affair  to  be  settled, 
&  all  other  externals  will  be  really  but  motions  of  course.  .  .  . 


Francis  Oust  to  Sir  John  Gust. 

(Belton.  Friday  morning.) 

There  is  just  Time  before  ye  Return  of  Jack  Marks,  &  before  ye  Aldm"’8  Choice  to  acknowledge 
ye  Rec*  of  your  Lett1-  to  my  Mother  this  morning,  and  there’s  no  occasion  to  say  more,  for  you  can’t 
doubt  of  the  Reception  of  it  here.  We  all  send  our  sincerest  Congratulations  &  tho’  I  am  not  myself 
surprized  that  cares  &  anxieties 

Per  caput  &  circa  saliunt  Latus. 

yet  when  you  sufficiently  consider  ye  whole  of  the  Thing  &  all  its  Circumstances,  &  your  own  Fitness 
for  it,  in  its  real  &  proper  Light,  you  will  find  no  Cause  to  be  uneasy  but  abundant  Cause  to  the 
contrary — and  you  will  want  only  to  put  in  Practice  what  you  have  usually  said  to  me  when  you 
found  me  a  timorous  Hare  in  Cases  of  Difficulty.  .  . . 

I  have  only  Time  to  add  that  I  cd  very  much  have  wished  that  ye  Aldn  in  the  midst  of  his  good 
management  had  left  Mr  C.  to  hear  of  the  Thing  &  to  make  his  own  genuine  observations  on  hearing 
it.  To  write  in  ye  strain  you  mention  can  only  blow  up  Coals  in  a  flame,  &  it  has  besides  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  Malice,  &  may  introduce  a  charge,  how'ever  groundless  of  Vanity,  Ostentation,  or  Affecta¬ 
tion,  instead  of  that  Affection  wch  we  cd  wish  to  prevail  throughout  ye  w'hole  Family. .  .  . 


Francis  Cctst  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

(Belton.  Saty  Night  after  supper.) 

I  wrote  to  you  this  evening  from  ye  George  at  Grantham  in  ye  midst  of  Hurry  &  company,  and 
as  some  of  ye  militia  officrs  partied  Sibthorpe  &  Field,  w'ill  be  here  early  tomorrow  morning,  &  the 
rest  will  come  to  Dinner,  &  I  shall  have  no  Time  for  Letters  I  chuse  now  to  add  a  P.S.  to  my  Letter 
of  this  Day,  not  by  way  of  any  Intelligence  that  I  can  send  you,  so  much  as  by  way  of  observation 
on  those  Cares  &  anxieties  wcb  at  present  possess  you.  I  am  so  sensible  of  your  situation  that  I 
can  easily  make  your  case  my  own,  tho’  I  never  yet  found  any  Friend  good-natured  enough  to  do 
so  by  me  in  the  like  circumstances.  What  I  say  arises  from  the  Difficulty  of  persuading  mv  mother 
that  there  s  any  Ground  for  uneasiness,  wcd  I  see  is  owing  to  that  general  way  of  talking  that  every- 
Thing  of  this  kind  is  easy,  &  that  there’s  nothing  in  it.  She  instances  to  me  the  only  Case  in  wcd  I  cd 
be  in  Circumstances  at  all  similar  to  your’s,  viz  :  the  Divinity  Act  at  Cambridge,  &  ye  Childish¬ 
ness  of  my  Behaviour  on  that  occasion,  wch  many  People,  I  find,  have  very  absurdly  told  her  had 
nothing  in  it  to  make  me  uneasy.  No  considerate  Person,  who  understood  ye  Thing,  cd  say  so  : 
I  am  apt  to  think  that  even  now  my  situation  was  much  worse  than  yours  is,  for  mine  w'as  full  of 
much  Nonsense  &  Absurdity  w'ithout  any  Honr  in  it,  wThereas  your  s  is  of  real  Importance  &  full 
of  as  much  Honor  and  Credit  as  any  can  be.  If  you  have  any  Thing  to  apprehend,  I’m  sure  it  must 
be  from  ye  external  Parade  of  ye  office,  for  if  you  w*as  not  qualified  for  the  solid  &  substantial  Part 
of  it,  you  wd  never  have  been  so  singled  out  as  you  have  been  by  ye  general  Suffrage  of  all  your 
Friends  long  since  whether  they'  are  in  Parlianff  or  at  ye  Bar  ;  or  in  any  other  Station  of  Life.  Let 
us  then  consider  a  little  the  externals.  I'm  satisfied  these  are  made  more  tremendous  than  they 
ought  to  be  by  the  uncommon  Gravity  &  Formality  of  your  Predecessor,  who  w*as  formed  by  Nature 
more  of  such  a  Turn  than  you  are,  &  I  am  therefore  clear  that  you  ought  not  to  ape  him  in  that 
way.  It  will  be  infinitely'  better  for  you  to  follow*  the  natural  Bent  of  your  own  genius  in  the  external 
Part  of  the  office,  than  to  do  any  thing  wch  may  look  like  an  affected  Imitation  of  Mr  O.  In  many 
Instances  he  carried  the  Thing  to  too  great  excess  and  this  Formality  was  often  ye  object  of  almost 
Ridicule  ;  of  wch  I  cd  recollect  Instances  in  the  very  particular  Manner  in  wrCd  he  paraded  through 
Westminster  Hall  while  the  Courts  w*ere  sitting.  These  Instances  wd  still  be  thought  more  ridiculous-. 


» 
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he  did  not  greatly  maintain  the  Dignity  of  that  ofliTe^  ^°Un^man’  &  ^et  n°hody  ever  surmised  that 
Speaker’s  Chair,  &  consider  wha/his Beha^  ur  ^  JZ  /T  ^  ^  SU^  hi">  -  the 

•dantly  support  that  Post,  &  yet  he  wd  have  n  ,fi  ■  be  th®re-  He  wd  with  Ease  &  Dignity  abun- 
are  not  by  Nature  of  such  a  volatile  Disposition  a‘‘ to  if  I  f  F°rnlalit>'  of  Predecessor  You 
genius  without  a  servile  Imitation  of  anybody  I  af  ylt  ‘  .y°YJ?te  a  SPirit'  *  foll°"' 

Every  Thing  else  is  more  a  matter  of  awkwardnes  tha  ‘  '  ?!''  th?1  you  "-l11  do  abundantly  well, 
shd  be  short  &  not  studied.  They  really  ought  nnt  f  ^  °f  ^  uneasiness-  The  speeches 

laboured  &  stiff  &  unnatural.  We  have  not  lot  the  To  f°™P°S1utlons’  for  th*y  must  then  appear 
Precedents  in  great  Plenty.  Dr  B  sh«l  ^  but  1  shd  think  th^  mint  furnish 

till  I,  who  am  here  not  so  much  in  Danger  of  Feveret  J< °urnals  mstanter,  &  not  shift  off  the  Thing 

some  &  poisonous  Climate.  If  any  thilg  occurs  I  will Tet^  ^t  by  hast’ninS  ^to  an  unwhole. 
Town,  as  soon  as  I  can.  In  ye  m;an  Time  T  A  f  you  know  tomorr°w  &  I  will  see  you  in 
nor  Health  will  fail  you  at  a  Time,  when  if  youTese™ vf  S?  ^  neither  yOUr  Res°lution 

your  Family  and  your  Constituents  ^  PreS6rVe  b°th’  you  must  do  ^  Honor  to  yourself 

I  took  no  nftfelf  f°*°Spr  thffhe^fmbridheyTWere  .entertai"ed  in  a  very  handsome  manner 
Paragraph  that  Geo  ,  Towns*  was  t  *  ‘°  ^  mo™ »*  *  h.  y"  same 

w  we  have  seen  the  Thing  mention’d.  I  am  surprised  it  ^SeTof  y^ ^ 


Mas.  Evelyn  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Brother,  (Oc  :  23rd,  1761.) 

to  sattisfy  our  ’Curfo^  kind  Retter  which  y°u  was  so  obliging  to  write 

tunity  of  thanking  you  for  that  letter  V  ,  g6S  about  Ham  particularly  glad  to  take  v«  oppor- 
upon  His  Majesty  approfmgt  apo *°  «?  --ere  congratuladons 

years  heard  there  was  no  one  member  in  I^House  ™  bp®aker’  1  have  in  several  companys  some 
&  ye  creditable  manner  in  which  you  have  ^°“se  so.we|11  caPable  as  yourself  for  that  Hon1*  post, 
Sattisfaction.  *  I  believe  it  “  T“  giV6  5'°"  “<*«* 

ments.  We  all  agree  you  will  fill  ve  Chair  witL  i  ,  •  ?  more  independent  than  most  Iniploy- 

Health  to  go  through  ye  great  “  -™1' 

first  in  writting  to  Mr  Evelvn  thuf™,,  y  .  ' „st?  yiy  brother  Perry  was  very  obligeing 
ye  pleasure  of  hearing  y  ou  C  s  Je  LZTinTn  ^  &  **  *  ™ttinS  to  -  to  give  uf 

&  Sister  Dolly  join  in  compts  &  sincere  COnCTatid^  y°U  made  qU1°k  desPatch-  Hr  Evelyn 

■cumstance  will  follow  that  will  rejoise  my  Slter  thT  “  vrr  OCCasion-  0ne  Happy  cir- 

hope  you  had  ye  sattisfaction  of  finding  my  sister  PerfLT  Business  will  be  laid  aside.  I 

happy,  he  has  been  such  an  able  Negotiator  in  ys  S? ^covered.  My  brother  Perry  is  very 

may  follow  that  you  can  desire  which  will  allways  r^oise  Dear°  Brofto, f  °‘her  haPPJ'  00“« 6 

your  most  affect,  sister, 

you  will  be  Hurri’^extrlamfyTlrho^118868  &n‘  ^  family  a11  so  desires  the  same.  I  know 

a  extreamly  but  hope  you  will  excuse  my  giveing  you  ys  trouble. 


Sir  Edmond  Thomas  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


1761. 


thail  T-  l  TiT  felt  “  mMe  —ibte  satisfaction 

pleased  to  communicate  it,  of  which  &  as  wed  as  &  I®  ,kmd  a“d.  Fnendly  manner  you  was 

the  warmest  &  most  constant  remembrance1  °T  0i I™  P rlendshlP  1  shall  ever  retain 

remembrance.  I  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  congratulating 


« 
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you  as  well  as  I  do  myself  our  Friends,  &  the  publick  on  a  choice  that  I  know  all  worthy  &  disin- 
interested  men  will  be  pleased  with.  Seeker  was  so  kind  as  to  give  me  a  hint  of  it  by  ye  preceding 
Post.  I  daresay  you  will  not  find  those  difficulties  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  that  you  form 
to  yourself  &  you  cannot  but  meet  with  the  strongest  support  and  assistance  in  going  thro’  it.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  be  in  Town  on  Sunday  and  as  soon  as  I  can  kiss  your  hands  in  Marlbro’  street  : 
I  cannot  but  augur  a  good  end  from  so  good  a  choice  in  our  House,  tho’  I  lament  the  spirit  of  Delusion* 
to  say  no  worse,  that  seems  stirring  up,  tho'  I  hope  it  will  subside  soon,  by  not  meeting  with  encourage¬ 
ment  from  cool  and  well-meaning  men,  who  have  the  true  Prosperity  of  this  Country  at  heart  <fc 
who  owe  it  to  the  best  of  young  monarchs  not  to  obstruct  a  reign  He  has  begun  on  Principles  of 
Virtue  &  love  for  his  Country-  so  eminently  display’d  in  all  his  Conduct.  I  hope  the  well  meaning 
in  the  City  of  London  will  not  shew  less  activity  in  conciliating  the  minds  of  people  against  these 
prepossessions  of  the  artful  and  Interested,  &  I  trust  to  see  these  clouds  by-  Prudence  &  resolution 
dissipated  into  smoke. 

The  Famous  Letter  that  has  appeared  in  the  Papers  seems  to  me  most  extraordinary  in  its 
nature,  but  you  &  I  have  seen  a  Little  the ’History  of  Resignations  since  the  remarkeable  one  in 
the  Last  War  &  at  that  critical  Period. 

The  Letters  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  to  Exeter  have  not  yet  come  to  my  hands,  I  shall 
send  to  inquire  after  Them.  I  propose  leaving  this  place  on  Friday  but  my  Family  stay-s  till  towards 
the  end  of  next  month,  I  hope  yours  are  perfectly  well.  We  are  united  in  our  congratulations  & 
good  w-ishes  to  you  all  on  this  occasion.  Excuse  my  writing  this  in  some  Hurry-  having  a  good  deal 
of  business  from  having  been  of  Late  so  little  here,  but  none  that  w-ould  prevent  me  at  any-  time 
from  assuring  you  how  truly  I  am  with  the  greatest  Regard  Dr  Sr 


Wenvoe  Castle.  Oct.  27th,  1761. 


your  Faithful  Friend  &  Humble  Ser* 

Edmond  Thomas. 


Robert  Hadlam  (of  Grantham)  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Grantham.  Nov.  ye  6th,  1761.) 

Good  Sr  John, 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  upon  ye  great  Honour  confer’ d  By  ye  best  of  Kings  with 
y*  approbation  of  a  Brittish  Parliament  and  to  Rejoyce  allso  at  ye  many  opportunitys  put  in  your 
Power  to  oblige  &  Reward  y-e  services  of  y-our  Freinds.  If  then  an  attachment  to  ye  Belton  Family 
for  some  generations  past  to  this  present  time  will  move  your  Honour  to  Bestow  an  Annuity  of 
Thirty  Pounds  a  year  my  wife  and  self  are  both  sixty  and  more  and  ye  Place  we  are  in  becomes  too 
Fatiguing  to  us,  you  will  add  to  Your  former  Favors  ye  strongest  obligation,  that  of  self  Interest, 
upon  us  both  to  offer  up  our  Hearty  Prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  ye  Long  Preservation  and  con¬ 
tinuance  of  your  Honours,  Life  &  Health  with  ye  Rest  of  your  Honourable  Family,  Long  &  very-  long 
after  ye  Decease 

of  your  Honours  most  obedient 

Humble  and  most 

Dutyfull  servant 

Robt  Haxlam. 


(In  Lady  Gust's  handwriting.) 

• 

Yr  LaP  seemes  desirouss  of  knowing  something  of  Ld  Egmonts  speech  on  my  Brore  being  pro¬ 
posed  for  ye  chair.  I  wish  I  could  give  y°  a  Tollerable  Idea  of  it  because  y°  wou’d  receive  pleasure 
from  it.  This  is  out  of  my  power,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  recollect  ye  substance  in  some  small 
degree. 

He  began  by  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  ye  motion  made  by  Mr  Greenville  &  Ld  Barrington 
in  Favour  of  a  Gentleman  of  whom  he  had  conceived  y-e  highest  opinion  &c.  He  sd  his  partiality 
to  ye  Gent,  was  very  great,  but  great  as  it  was,  it  wou’d  not  permit!  him  to  say  he  was  without 
Defects,  when  thought  of  for  so  high  and  important  a  station.  He  doubted  whether  any  one  cou’d 
justly  be  supposed  equall  to  it,  and  y*  very  properly  put  ye  House  in  mind,  who  last  filled  it,  to 
w*  a  great  disadvantage  any  successor  to  him  must  appear,  but  he  added  y*  ye  defects  of  ye  Hon 
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Su’d  neTlt’wrnt^S  y\hOUS\had  a  popper  Remedy  for  in  itself  vt  th  • 

y«  dignity  of  ye  House.  He  y  observ’d  the^-  °f  ^Ut^rity.  80  essentially  necessary  to  Inainta^ 
presiding  in  ye  assembly;  some  few  of  wch  he  wou’d'be'g Catmnsabsolutely  required  to  ye  persfm 
from  his  own  personal  Knowledge  yt  ve  Hon  •  Gent  ™  8  ^  mentlon»  because  he  cou'd  say 

Under  this  Head  were  Rank’d  his  kmrwn  loyaltv  to  ht  kZZT^  °!  *  a  vny  high  degr^ 

f  his  Country,  his  very  great  attention  to  Business  1)f3  hlh  zealous  attachment  to  ve  service 
iong  experience  in  yt  Business,  wch  he  very  Kenteel  *  int ^  T  Y  Busmess  of  Parliament,  his 

commenc'd  in  yt  very  house',  fbove  is  veara  a^o  hi  “^T"8  y‘  acr'uai"<a"ce 
of  Temper  h,s  intire  Freedom  from  all  party  Factions  hif^eetT’  ,Cool,less  *  dispassionateness 
•appeared  from  his  uncommon  affect'1  to  his  tv,  ,  ’/  f  at  Bei*evolence  of  Heart,  wch  eminentlv 
shipp.  He  y*  said  he'ZiS  mention  bu^onfSfltTo^10^’  &  /hr°m  h“  stead^s  i^enl 
portance  as  any,  namely  his  Indepen’cv,  w<*  he  believ’d  to  h  h°  conceived  of  as  High  im- 

y  he  was  a  gent  :  of  very  large  Property,  of  very  large  Landflfp  “  any  member  in  y*  House- 
Reversion,  yt  he  was  of  an  ancient  &  very  Hon  •  FamXl  tl  Property’  both  in  Possession  &  in 
where  he  lived  as  any  gent,  cou’d  be  in  any  Country  Ve^on*  l'T  ?S,much  resPected  in  y«  Country. 
y6  gent  :  wou  d  not  permit  him  to  say  more  but  vUin  o  ^cluded  by  observing  yt  ye  presence  of 

Testimony  from  him  who  had  ye  Honour  to  be  w  SnU  i  “Y  ^  f”  Jiartioe  wlui«d  v* 
“Qualities.  J  co  De  so  Intimately  acquainted  wth  all  his  good 


*  TV 1  carmotbelP  aSain  congratulating  you  upon  Ve  Credit  u  (3  Nov*  17<U.) 

I  £ve  seen  Lotd  rand*''8  v&d  ^  *his  Daya  B^ess.  5  aV6  g*m'd  b°th  to  ^  “d  yr 
for  his  House  in  Pall  Mall  ^oLoml  HolderneLTor' if20  ^  T}'  (inchltlin*  Ct°™  Rent  &  Taxes) 
deal  about  it,  and  told  him  that  I  believ'd  I  couM  (uni,urnish«l)-I  talk'd  to  him  a  great 

»«atly  abate  of  ye  Rent,  &  that  he  must  expect  to  be  a  La  “  ^e“nt  for  11  for  If  years,  if  hewd 
it  was  a  greater  Bent  than  any  one  wd  nav  for  .  h  “  L  ?r  'f  he  meant  to  I’“rt  with  it  for  that 

Ws%nari  aShelbUmtWaS  U130n  yS  Part  of  taking  it  ft  °f  Buildi"g-He  told 

his  final  answer  either  this  day  or  tomorrow— 10  “  that  Kent  this  very  day  *  that  he  was  to  have 

*  desired  both  you  &  I  wd  be  upon  our  Honor  to  kee  ‘v  d  “  °f  dlscourse  h«  told  me  in  confidence 
you  shd  have  it  (if  Lord  Shelb^ne  shd  beTflt  frnT™  Prr°P°SaI  SeCret'  “  yo“  shd  hot  agree-that’ 
ann  and  he  wd  take  upon  himself,  but  that  fi  Re.t.  P  “n'_‘hat  y'  Cr°'™  Rant  was  50£  pr 

J'  r  u°  y6  £3°°  Pr  ann’  of  about  £50  or  £69  more  Vt!?  JfTd  IT  Y°U  must  pay  wd  make  au 
whether  he  could  let  you  have  it  or  not,  and  in  ve  mean  T  I  5®"  t0'morrow  Night  from  him 

you  £  h" 


i^ARp  of  Guilford  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Being  disabled  by  business  here  from  m*kW  Wroxton.  Nov.  ye  5th,  1761. 

Of  troubling  you  in  this  manner,  w.th  myTonSTZI  ‘’‘’T'0'  °oml>lime“‘a.  I  take  the  liberty 
ferr  d  upon  you  by  the  House  of  Commons.  U  °n  the  great  Honor.  &  High  Trust,  con 

J-  beg  leave  to  assure  you  I  most  sir.^  i  •  ■  . 

•acquir'd  that  you  have  my  best  wishes,  *  “*  h“  a°  i-‘>y 

•  Dc&r  Sr 

your  obedient  &  affectionate  Humble  servant, 

Lady  Guilford  &  Lord  &  Lady  Willouehhv  ,  Guilford. 

-ments  on  this  occasion,  and  we  ail  beg  thf  faL  of  you  tiT’  k.T  ^  t0  ““P4  their  b«‘  compli- 

M  e  iavor  of  you  to  make  them  for  us  to  my  Lady  Cust. 


>  V 
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Velters  Cornwall,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Moccas.  Nov.  ye  7th,  1761. 

Your  much  oblig'd  &  old  Fellow  Servt  impells  me,  gouty  as  I  am,  to  scrawl  my  felicitations  to 
you  on  yr  elevation  to  our  Chair,  &  I’ me  apt  to  think  that  nobody  was  ever  made  so  ye  1st  Time 
nemine  contradicente,  but  yr  self.  After  such  a  shineing  Success  out  an  old  Acquaintance  is  not 
without  some  anxiety,  even  for  Sir  Jno  Cust  with  all  his  inumerable  good  Quallities.  Perhaps  a 
plausive  word  or  two  (if  he  had  been  in  town)  would  have  fallen  from  a  Certain  Quarter  &  I  am  sure 
it  was  due  from 

Dear  Mr.  Speaker, 

yr  Zealously  attacht’ 

&  perfectly  Devoted  Servt, 

Velters  Cornwall. 

P.S.  you  cant  want  a  worn  out  Aid  du  Camp,  for  ye  whole  House  will  be  yr  volunteers,  &  you've 
ye  ablest  clerk  I  ever  knew.  Therefore  tho  :  I  dread  yr  inate  Modesty,  goe  on  &  prosper.  Lady 
Cust  &  ye  whole  Family  have  our  humblest  Baise  mains. 


Rev.  Samuel  Salter,  D.D.,  Master  of  the  Charterhouse,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

November  7th,  1761. 

The  new  Master  of  the  Charterhouse  is  very  much  obliged  &  honor’d  by  the  notice  the  new 
■Speaker  of  the  house  of  Commons  has  condescended  to  take  of  him.  He  can  refuse  nothing  to  a 
person  He  so  truely  esteems,  &  thinks  himself  &  family  so  much  indebted  to  ;  He  knows  not  how 
to  decline  anything,  that  Mr.  Speaker  wishes  him  to  accept.  Whereas  therefore  he  sent  word  by 
J.  S.  that  He  desired  to  be  consid’d  merely  as  a  Pis-aller  ;  to  be  call’d  upon  when-ever  it  wou  d  best 
serve  his  Honor’s  turn  ;  &  not  till  then  :  He  now  with  all  imaginable  respect  complements  &  con¬ 
gratulations  desires  to  acquaint  his  very  worthy  Friend  so  very  worthily  advanced  ;  that  He  makes 
no  conditions  at  all  :  but  will  preach  his  first  sermon,  tho’  it  be  on  the  XXX  of  January,  or  any 
other,  to  which  he  shall  be  appointed.  Mrs.  Salter  joins  in  all  duty  with  her  Husband  &  Children 
to  all  the  family  of  Cust. 


Col.  William  Wtelby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  beg  leave  among  you  &  many  Friends  to  add  my  Congratulations  on  your  advancement  to 
the  high  Dignity  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  have  unanimously  choose  you,  &  wish  you  may  long 
■enjoy  it  with  all  Health  &  Felicity. 

My  Compliments  wait  on  Lady  Cust  &  Family  with  whom  I  do  &  always  shall  rejoice  at  this 
and  every  other  additional  honour  His  Majesty  may  be  pleas’d  to  confer  upon  you. 

Stamford.  Nov.  7,  1761. 


Arthur  Onslow  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sir, 

I  had  company  when  your  Letter  came  to  me,  or  I  should  have  answered  it  then,  and 
now  cannot  inform  you  as  to  the  particular  you  mentioned,  nor  do  I  believe  anyone  can  do  so,  at 
this  time.  The  Parliament  was  not  sitting  when  the  late  King  dined  with  the  Lord  Mayor,  and 
if  King  George  the  First  did  dine  with  the  Lord  Mayor,  which  I  do  not  remember,  the  Parliament 
was  not  sitting  then.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  dined  in  the  City  on  any  other  day  but  on  that 
•called  The  Lord  Mayor’s  day.  What  the  Ld  Chancellor  does,  I  imagine  you  will  do,  in  what  you 
desire  to  be  informed. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble, 
and  most  obedient, 

Gt.  Russell  Street.  .  Servant, 

8  Novr.  176L 


A.  Onslow. 


. 

* 
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John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

peop  *roEyr that « are  to  ,hava  * «  ^  w 

Stocks  are  fell  4  Per  cent.  *  '  Express  came  yesterday  which  brought  ye  news. 

is  corning6 home ^a^war"1 unavoidable ^Uj  ho!»  "  a  ^uT  fr°m  y'  Ear‘  °f  Bristow  "ho  savs  he 

will  be  an  End  of  us  very  soon  P  We  Sha“  haVe  an  end  of  5*  German  war  or  there 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

declared'6  w*“‘.  you  kno"'  “h-eady  that  a  Spanish' fc  wdl  lo^nbe 

begin  to  think  it  a  serious  affair.  Stocks  are^o  lowt^at^  rT+^h^^’  1  am  t0ld  the  merchants 

to  be  discounted.  I  have  this  day  receivd  a  very  genteel  \T&-  *  Wf  the?!  *  Stand  &  nothin§ 
warden  of  St.  James  to  offer  to  accomodate  me  w“a  Pew  at  St  r°iDr'  ^!chols  &  the  Church- 

&  the  other  a  King’s  tradesman.  I  shd  be  obligd  to  vou  tn  T e‘ng  Kings  ChaPIain 

&  whether  your  Pew  goes  at  the  House  v  f  *  y  *°  let  me  know  how  You  manage  ab*  that 

me  on  the  same  terms'"  I  hope  af  i least  olfiS  STL?”  ?  ™  1  they  mea«  to  offler  it 

has  in  every  respect  answerd  your  End _  6  6C  r°m  Bath  &  sha11  be  §lad  to  hear  it 

Milman  Street.  Decem.  29th. 

Iam  distress*1  to  know  whether  I  am  to  direct  to  ve  Rigt  Hon  Sir  T  C  r«h-  ^  ,  ,  „.  _  _ 

Bar  :  for  tho  :  ye  title  is  belonging  to  ve  rUo™  t  Q  *  ,  *1°n'  &ir  Bart  or  only  to  Sir  J.  C. 

but  my  wife  giving  it  for  the  first  if  I  am^o  J  T  *  IS  pr°per  When  in  a  P^ate  capacity, 

you  ought.  am  WT°ng  y°U  Wl11  abuse  her  for  b<^g  made  more  Hon^  than 


.David  Garrick  to  Peregrine  Cust. 

I  am  'going’ to  uke-00”  °f  y°Ur  aC<luaint“ca'  -deed  is  but  a  poor  Excuse  for  the  Liberty 

long  knowrtf  A^n^Request’He  was'nfade  p*1-03.6  *  *"»*  abi,ity  ”  his  Business  I  have 

of  ye  Gentlemen  for  my^conSte^tTon  T™  Z  Z  M"8eUm  *  1  haTO  ‘he  Thanks 

not  the  least  right  to  be  impertinent  vet  T  ^  ld  not  no'v  rfsist  his  Solicitation,  &  tho  I  have 

Friend  Leach  be  happy  enough  to  have  so  pow’rfSlVOUH  ,°n’  &ucan  °nl^  sa^  that  should  my 
acknowledge  the  obligation.  P  &U  advocate  Wltb  the  Speaker  I  shall  for  ever 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obed*  humble 

Deer  30th,  1761.  Servant, 

D.  Garrick. 


Sir, 


Thomas  Scrope  to  The  Speaker. 


by  which^in  several4 particulm-s^'offended^lm  hfouse  t^e(Jmwarran‘ah*e  and  irrational  Behaviour, 
am  I  misrepresented  I  wouM  so  soon  a^he  f  °  f.  TC°mm0ns'  But  stiU  1  slander'd,  still 
proper  submission,  as  I  can  testify  bv  a  Letter  T  '  t  T  "aS  ’’a1  4°  tbe  MatIh°use  have  made  all 

mitted  to  write  it  &  many  othem  but  none  wei  T  27°"  "  l haVe  *°  pr°duCe  but  1  P«" 

has  at  length  delivered  me  from  a  most  r  l  °We  tG  g°  ^  Erected.  An  Artifice  of  my  own 
I  have  been  treatrfXTmacZan.  / 1"  “  d  perSeou‘lon'  In  al>ort  I  have  behaved  like  a  fool  & 
I  spoke  to  you  from  the  Gallery  ■  X  was  ind  T  TT  7i  wor<*'  ‘  firmly  believed  the  House  up,  when 
but  at  ye  same  tiTe  froZb^'shoTsS^  and  th  ‘ ^k'  Ztn  ^  ^  ™  «»«<>“. 

you  was  still  in  the  Chatr,  when  you  eZed  out  to  me  ^  V  7  eve!7*>  1  00u'd  not  kn05r  ‘ha‘ 
behaviour  *  surrenderd  myself  tTZ  Zgfan'tZ  ^ 
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to  me  during  the  time  I  was  carrying  away  Prisoner  &  disarmd  he  offended  me,  that  I  fatally  cou’d 
not  even  the  next  day,  at  the  messengers  apartment  be  reconciled  to  him  ;  had  my  brother  come 
up  to  me  on  Thursday  night  Nov.  19  and  in  a  friendly  manner  advised  me  go  home,  &  submit  to 
a  proper  Regimen  even  from  the  mad  Doctor,  I  had  submitted.  Much  might  also  be  a  Hedged,  as 
ill  usage  on  ye  road;  the  Disappointment  of  my  old  acquaintance  Sr  \\  m  Meredith’s  not  having 
presented  my  Petition  notwithstanding  it  was  the  business  of  ye  House  Nov.  17  last  to  receive 
Petitions  ;  to  this  I  might  add  the  neglect  of  inferior  officers  belonging  to  ye  house  in  giving  me 
proper  information  particularly  a  Door  keeper  of  whom  I  made  a  Complaint  to  you  on  the  Saturday 
before  this  Accident  befell  me,  but  I’ll  tire  your  patience  no  longer. 

For  happiness  during  the  remainder  of  my  Life  I  must  have  recourse  to  the  internal  Resources 
of  my  own  mind,  wch  I  thank  my  Creator  will  never  fail  me.  To  have  committed  such  indiscretion 
&  so  to  have  offended  a  part  of  ye  Legislature  &  Constitution  I  so  much  regard  and  esteem,  is  a 
sufficient  punishment,  and  the  only  satisfaction  I  can  make  is  in  owning  it.  If  you  think  it  worth 
your  while  to  answer  me,  please  to  direct  to  me  at  Mrs.  Evans  s  in  Brewer  Street,  Golden  Square, 
London  :  as  an  old  acquaintance  I  may  perhaps  expect  an  Answer  from  you,  notwithstanding  my 
reputation  hath  been  so  barberously  mangled  and  torn  to  pieces,  both  now  &  some  years  ago. 

I  am  Sir  your 

most  obedient  Humble 
servant, 

Thos.  Scrope. 


p.S. _ Jt  is  very  fortunate  for  one  in  my  unhappy  circumstances  to  be  able  to  recollect  every 

material  circumstance  of  my  behaviour,  both  in  the  House  &  in  the  Lobby. 

Dec.  31,  1761. 


Eare  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(London.  Thursday,  31  Decemb.  1761.) 

I  recieved  by  last  night's  Post  y*  obliging  Letter  of  ye  28th  from  Bath,  but  am  surprised  at  yr 
account  of  what  you  heard  on  Wednesday  preceding  in  ye  Hous^— Nothing  has  passed  more  than 
you  know,  or  more  than  had  passed  before  you  came  into  that  station  wch  to  my  infinite  Joy,  you 
fill  with  so  much  honour  nor  even  in  this  Time  of  difficulty  and  distress,  have  I  had  farther  com¬ 
munications  of  a  confidential  Nature,  than  in  any  other  Time  whatever.  It  gives  me  no  Concern 
upon  my  own  account  because  I  can  be  liable  to  no  Reproach  direct  or  indirect  for  any  opinions 
wch  I  might  be  induced  to  offer,  and  wch  were  they  ever  so  honestly  &  ever  wisely  given  might  too 
probably  produce  no  good  in  a  Situation  so  deplorable  as  that  to  wctl  this  Country  is  now  reduced. 
. . .  .Yet  with  Respect  to  ye  Publick  not  out  of  any  Vanity,  but  of  an  honest  zeal,  I  wish  I  stood 
in  a  way  of  better  opportunity  to  furnish  Hints  to  others,  who  nff  be  able  and  inclined  to  use  or 
Improve  them  if  they  were  well  founded  because  I  am  confident  the  majority  of  those  who  advise, 
have  touched  the  Birdlime  with  wch  we  are  all  entangled,  and  from  w<*  they  cannot  have  Resolution 
to  disentangle  themselves,  tho  :  the  Twig  upon  wch  they  have  perched  and  flutter’d  so  long  cannot 

possibly  support  them  longer.  ~ 

The  Declaration  of  ye  Spanish  Minister  is  printed  this  day  (translated)  in  ye  Gazetteer,  wc  1 
make  no  doubt  you  have  by  this  Time  read,  and  graciously  reflected  upon  the  Strong  Truth,  wc  1 
it  contains.  .  .  .we  know  not  what  to  think  here — But  I  fear  Hostilities  are  certainlv  begun  incon¬ 
sequence  of  Lord  Bristol’s  Retreat  from  Madrid,  wch  is  supposed  (from  previous  Instructions  long 
since  given)  to  have  been  the  signal  agreed  upon  for  our  Fleet  in  ye  Mediterranean  yet  we  are 
dubious  whether  Spain  has  yet  declared  war,  and  equally  dubious  I  believe  whether  we  sh(  declare 
it  here  till  we  know  what  she  has  done — 

A  Council  was  summoned  on  Wednesday,  as  supposed  for  that  Purpose  but  put  off— another 
summoned  for  tomorrow  wc^  has  been  likewise  postponed  till  Saturday  I  frankly  ghe  \ou  m\ 
private  opinion  that  I  wish  it  may  be  still  farther  removed,  for  whatever  Hostilities  mav  be  com¬ 
mitted  on  either  side,  it  will  be  less  difficult  to  make  up  our  Quarrel  (if  any  fortunate  Turn  shd  happen 
in  Negotiations  elsewhere)  while  it  remains  on  that  footing  of  predatory  war  and  Reprisal  than 
after  a  solemn  declaration. 

Never  was  an  Hour  of  more  Importance  than  ye  present.  Never  one  in  which  Determined 
Resolution  to  do  one  right  thing  was  so  absolutely  necessary  which  yet  our  I  atal  attachment  I  tear 

will  not  permit — If  not  we  are  irretrievably  undone. 

At  a  time  when  ye  gapeing  multitude  believe  our  Power  omnipotent  at  sea  18  trench  ships  oi 
ye  Line  are  in  Brest  &  Rochfort  and  little  less  than  30  Spanish  ships  of  ye  Line  in  Ferrol,  Cadiz,  A 
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Ff?r  at  leaSt  •»  **  ‘he  former  Number 

whde  Spanish  force  from" Car”  it  Lwd  mrr  FleetTn  b«,ieVe-  “»*  very  .he 

round  thro  yeStreight  to  ye  other  Spanish  fL,  r  h  *  y  Mediterranean  and  are  safely  come 

tion’d — I  shall  leave  you  to  ruminate "T*’ *  awaits  f°r  Nuinbers  above  men- 
yC  Spaniards  are  in  full  morel  to  attack  ye  jPortugese^NoT63  hk™'l*e  Upon  the  Sports  that 

at  large  upon  ye  first  and  not  sufficiently  founded  r  Carmp.to  Zlve  my  gloomy  Thoughts 

of  Nilthyime.  mcently  tounded  to  give  entire  credit  to  ye  second  of  these  Point, 

different  state  without  any^very  conTidTrab^^mend7^16  thttJ®  Boy  stlU  contmues  in  a  very  in- 
confirmed  state  of  health.  .  co™derable  amendment-I  hope  you  have  found  yr  son  in  a 


AirjtE,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sr  John,  (Belton.  ye  Last  Day  of  the  old  year,  1761.) 

ing  that  yo  was  gott^afe^  BatWo^aTbe^  ^  ^  US  ^  sattisfaction  of  hearing  this  morn- 
tho  wee  still  hope  yo  had  a  good  Jour^y  *  v7!  ^  lmPatient  for  that  -count. 

Brothers  gott  here  in  very  good  time  last  skttnrHe  reC6bS  ir°m  fatlgue  agrees  with  you.  Yr 

pany,  &  yo  being  very  much  ye  subject  of  our  disco  am  e— e®^mg  happy  in  their  cheerfull  com- 
assure  you,  for  I  heM  nothing^ut  ^^of  yl  mH^nd  h^cf  *° ■  P?easure  very  greatly  I 
sincerity  of  my  wishes  for  many  happy  new  vearJ  !  d  *  f,  !  1  thinkyou  won’t  doubt  ye 
every  shape.  tPy  ^eares  to  you  attended  with  health  &  prosperity  in 

I  oJnmy^ir":  "Zp' d  “i  ^2  rT®'1  “  ‘  ™ 

&  for  joy  they  have  roasted  a  whole  ox  at  Grantham  ve  n‘ T  ^elvoir Je  daF  before  yesterday, 
day.  Ye  Corporation  of  Gra  •  dine  here  «r>rr,  1  Duke  is  also  at  B.  I  sent  thither  yester- 

ing  to  see  ye  Bow  Window  at  Fulbeck,  I  expect"  them  v^W  ^  Wh<S  P°SSee  are  gon  this  morn- 
them  will  write  to  you  this  post  I  think\hePToffidem  baCk  t0  a  IatG  Dinner’  &  PerhaPPs  of 

I  will  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  assure  y«,  rnyY^r""  Johm'thlt  iTj  “h"  WWCh  reaSOn 

greatest  sincerety 

yr  ever  most  Affect :  mother 

&  faithfull  Friend 

kind  loveTo  Bro^nlowe  titff  ye  s^mfwistes^  ^  C°m  =  &  ^  ^  a  haPPy  New  3*«.  My 
M”  NelthorPe  de31r«  her  compliments  to  you.  Wee  have  had  no  Leters  to  day. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

I  am  just  now  favord  with  vour  Letter  i,  t  im  ,  .  (Jan.  1,  1762.) 

Wore,  the  Declaration  is  drawn  out  &  a  Council  m*  *W  .°nly  “*  anSwer  to  confirm  what  I  wrote 
will  be  declared  I  fancy  on,  Monday  buf  ^ Z7ZL™ to  *°  *  ’*«  ‘ha  war 

Mr.' ^  *"»  PriVa‘e  “counts  “  regard  to 

entirely  false.  I  have  no  doubt  of  v«  deliaht  o/w**  aonsulted.you  may  *>e  assured  from  me  is 
they  will  so  far  carry  their  point  How  far  we  '  1  m,  .emg  a&ainst  Portugal  &  I  think  it  likely 
I  am  afraid  from  what  has  passed  alrfady  tjL  OUrSelv6S  fr°m  Germany  1  cant  saw 

ne’[nWeillCount00dePFu,'ett  V"*  *TgU™nt  to  &  1  ^  BeCessities 

Mr.  Pitt  than  hurst  Mm.^It  taTthhilTa  compoSfo*  r*  *i  1  rather  °f  opinion  11  Wl  assist 
shews  we  are  oblig’d  to  our  Patriot  for  this  War  *  1°"  k nf°  &  fear  but  °n  whole  certainly 

Minister  sh^  have  it  in  his  power  to  relate  in  so  nubr  V  6  P  inking  shamefull  that  a  Forreighn 
for  which  we  are  likewise  obi  Jd  to°  oTpatrioG  *  mem°nal  y*  sentdnent  of  our  Cabinet 
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I  dined  at  L(1  Talbot  today  but  did  not  receive  your  Letter  till  I  came  home.  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  L(l  Egmont  if  I  can  get  any  intelligence  will  serd  you  word  but  I  cant  from  my  Lord 
as  he  goes  to  Windsor  tomorrow  morning  early.  .  .  . 

Ld  Talbot  has  not  yet  got  a  house  having  been  dissapointed  of  2  or  3,  but  he  expects  an  answer 
in  regard  to  two  others  he  is  about  every  day. 

Milman  Street.  Jan:  1st. 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

(Jan.  2.) 

I  wrote  to  you  last  night  &  have  now  only  to  add  that  War  is  to  be  declared  on  Monday.  I  have 
heard  it  said  Mr  P — t  intends  to  attend  the  Procession  but  I  think  he  will  hardly  do  that,  tho  shall 
not  be  surprized  at  any  thing  he  does.  Your  old  antagonist  Col.  Pelham  went  of  very  suddenly. 
He  was  taken  on  Fryday  with  a  throbbing  in  his  Ear  which  was  succeeded  by  2  or  3  drops  of  blood. 
On  Saturday  his  throat  and  glands  swelled  very  much  &  ye  Doctors  pronounced  it  the  S*  Ants  Fire- 
&  him  in  no  danger  when  to  prove  their  ignorance  he  dyed  the  next  morning.  I  had  a  Letter  last 
post  from  Perry  who  is  well  at  Belton. 


Anne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (At  Bath.) 

(Jan.  1762.) 

Dear  Pappa, 

The  kind  Letter  which  I  rec'd  from  you  I  ought  to  have  return'd  you  my  best  Thanks 
for  sooner  but  I  hope  tho’  late  they  will  be  accept’d  it  makes  us  very  Happy  to  think  we  shall  soon 
have  ye  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  I  am  sure  it  will  not  give  ye  same  satisfaction  to  my  Brother  as 
I  am  certain  He  will  very  much  regret  your  departure  from  Bath — it  will  not  be  so  great  when  He 
reflects  that  my  Aunt  Vernon  is  coming  to  Bath  &  His  Friend  will  be  Happy  with  your  Company 
in  Town  for  Brother  does  not  intyerly  injoy  any  pleasure  whatsoever  if  His  Friends  does  not  partake 
of  it. 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  ye  Bishop  of  London  is  dead.  He  died  Saturday  morning.  Doctor 
Baker  attended  Him.  We  heard  from  Mr  De  Grey  who  was  here  on  Saturday  evening.  Poor 
M*8  Mason  has  been  took  very  ill  again  but  is  something  better  to  Day.  It  was  reported  in  Town 
that  the  Princess  of  Wales  was  very  ill  but  I  hope  their  is  no  truth  in  it.  The  Spanish  War  is  at 
present  all  ye  talk.  People  differ  very  much  in  their  opinion  of  it.  I  had  a  Letter  lately  from 
my  Aunt  She  says  at  Grantham  they  are  very  gay.  Mrs  Kelly  has  found  great  benefit  by  ye  change 
of  Air.  Mamma  desires  Her  kind  Love  to  you  my  sisters  joyns  with  Duty  to  you  &  also  in  Love- 
to  my  Brother.  I  am 

Dear  Pappa 

yr  most  Dutyfull 
&  affectionate  Daughter 

Anne  Cust. 

I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  to  excuse  bad  writing,  as  I  have  got  a  very  sore  finger  but  would 
not  differ  writing  to  you. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

1762.  (Jan.  9,  Belton.) 

My  Mother  has  receiv’d  you  Letter  wch  makes  her  very  happy — she  has  desii’d  me  to  answer 
it  wch  I  very  willingly  undertake  as  I  think  it  will  be  agreable  to  you  to  hear  the  Corporation  have 
receiv’d  great  satisfaction  from  their  entertainment  on  thursday,  the  Counsellor  &  I  attended  them 
to  ye  last  &  sent  them  away  with  their  skins  full  of  liquor,  Scatus  did  his  best  but  his  constitution 
wou’d  not  permit  him  stay  beyond  11  o’clock — they  all  appear’d  very  happy  &  freindly,  &  are^ 
much  pleas’d  with  your  being  chosen  Speaker  :  they  behav’d  extremely  civil  to  me  in  particular 
&  I  had  abundance  of  thanks  given  me  by  Read  &  Rawlinson  for  ye  service  I  had  done  their  Relations.. 
I  am  likewise  upon  very  good  terms  with  Tod.  My  Mother  came  down  to  them  in  the  afternoon 
with  Miss  Cust  &  Miss  Lucy,  &  paid  her  comp8  to  them  in  a  very  good  natur’d  way,  wch  they  return'd 
intirely  to  her  satisfaction  by  drinking  ye  Speakers  health  with  3  Huzzas — You  know  so  well  how 
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our  time  passes  here,  that  it  will  be  no  entertainment  to  give  you  any  account  of  it.  The  Assembly 
of  Wednesday  was  a  very'  fine  one  wch  was  occasion’d  by  Lord  Granby's  Attendants  &  the  Militia 
officers  who  met  that  day  on  Business — Col.  Welby  ask’d  very  particularly  after  you  as  usual,  & 
I  had  ye  opportunity  of  obliging  him  as  I  have  done  many  more  of  your  freinds  here  with  Franks. 

I  am  extremely  concern'd  abl  ye  Spanish  War,  &  must  think  with  you  that  we  have  too  much 
upon  our  hands.  I  think  however  the  German  War  will  now  be  put  an  end  to  &  I  have  the  following 
paragraph  of  a  Letter  from  London  wch  looks  as  if  the  Ministry  give  up  the  K.  of  Prussia  : — 

“  a  Message  will  be  sent  to  ye  House  soon,  desiring  them  to  pay  the  Iv.  of  Prussia  a  subsidy  for 
this  year,  &  the  reason  of  this  method  of  Application  to  ParP  is,  that  the  late  Treaty  with  Prussia 
is  not  renew’d.” 

•You  may  rely  on  the  above  being  true.  We  all  propose  setting  out  on  our  return  next  thursday 
&  I  hope  to  have  a  Happy  meeting  with  you  on  ye  Sunday  or  Monday  after — I  propose  going  on 
Wednesday  to  Sleaford  in  order  to  serve  Mr  Rider  in  pursuance  of  your  request.  I  have  receiv’d 
the  2  inclos’d  Letters  wch  I  send  for  your  entertainment.  I  beg  my  love  to  Mr  Cust  &  Brownlowe.  .  . . 

P.S.  by  Francis  Cust. 

The  Serjt  claiming  some  merit  in  not  forgetting  the  affair  of  Mr  Ryder  at  Sleaford,  and  he  goes 
with  ye  Aid"  to  Sleaford  if  ye  audit  permits,  wch  he  doubts.  The  late  Hours  at  ye  Assembly  & 
ye  Corporation  Batch  following  after  it,  added  to  ye  conversation  of  K.  in  Books  of  accounts  &  ye 
Inexperience  of  his  Clerk,  have  thrown  all  these  matters  in  arrear.  It  is  however  clear  that  ye 
article  of  Marie  makes  some  Figure  among  ye  Disbursmts  and  that  Kippis  is  almost  grown  a  Rabbit 
by  spending  his  whole  Time  upon  ye  Warren.  The  Serj*  has  seen  this  morning  all  of  ye  first  company 
who  were  at  Belton  on  Thursday,  viz.  ye  whole  Body  but  Garner  &  Twigg  who  cd  not  come,  &  they 
are  all  in  good  order.  My  dear  Sam  :  he  knows  very  w'ell  but  its  not  quite  clear  that  he  is  perfectly 
satisfied  about  K.  tho  what  he  says  is  good-natured  enough.  Mr  C.’s  letter  to  S.  about  Counties, 
•Cities  Boroughs,  &  Towns  corporate  has  been  taken  much  Notice  of,  all  the  Body  think  Mr  C.  exerted 
himself  greatly. 


Dr.  George  Baker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(London.  9  Jan.  1762.) 

You  will  be  sorry  to  hear  a  piece  of  news,  which  I  am  going  to  communicate  to  you.  My  friend 
the  Bishop  of  London  is  dead.  He  was  not  very  well  on  Monday,  but  not  ill  enough  for  a  Physician 
till  Wednesday.  Then  Heberden  was  call’d,  who  discover’d  only  a  slight  inflammation  in  the 
Throat.  On  Thursday  in  the  night  he  was  seiz'd  with  a  difficulty  of  breath,  &  swallowing.  I  then 
was  call  d  soon  afterward  Tayler,  but  notwithstanding  all  our  assistence  he  dy’d  this  morning  at 
seven.  This  is  a  very  unfortunate  affair  to  his  Friends  &  me  among  the  rest. 

Mr.  P.  was  at  Court  yesterday.  The  K.  only  said  “  Sir  you  have  been  at  H - s.”  Mr.  P. 

how  d  very  low  &  before  he  had  recover’d  himself,  the  K.  was  gone  to  some  other  Person.  This 
you  may  depend  on  as  true  intelligence.  The  Bishops  talk’d  of  for  the  vacancy  are  Hume,  Pearce, 
.Keene,  it  Terrick.  But  Dicky  Scatus  is  not  mention’d  as  ye  next  Bishop.  .  . . 

(To  the  Right  Honh,e  Sir  John  Cust  at  Bath.) 

(Dr.  Hayter  formerly  Preceptor  to  the  young  Princes.) 


John  Secker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Jan.  12,  1762.) 

We  having  had  many  reports  for  these  few  days  past  of  several  changes  amongst  the  great  I 
■conclude  you  will  expect  to  hear  from  me  &  therefore  it  is  I  now  am  writing  to  you  tho  :  I  have 
not  any  thing  very  material  to  relate.  Certainly  I  believe  the  Ministry  are  a  good  deal  unsettled 
-&  perhaps  a  few  days  may  make  some  alteration  but  I  imagine  none  material  if  any. 

Mr.  P— t  was  at  Court  on  Fryday.  The  K — g  spoke  to  the  Person  on  each  side  of  him  for  some¬ 
time  &  then  carelessly  said  to  him  Sir  I  suppose  you  found  the  road  dirty.  He  bowed  reverently 
low  &  before  he  coud  raise  his  head  up  to  its  proper  poise  His  Maj — y  was  talking  to  somebody 
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else  at  a  distance  from  him.  I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the  manner  of  treating  the  Heroe  who  is 
much  crestfallen. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  ill  but  I  believe  better  than  he  was — the  Duke  of  Cumberland  has 
been  laid  up,  what  is  given  out  is  with  ye  gout  but  I  believe  ye  old  story  of  his  Leg.  The  Bishop 
of  London  is  greatly  regretted  amongst  my  Friends  &  all  the  other  Bishops  are  racing  for  his  place 
but  I  dont  heer  who  is  likely  to  succeed.  There  is  a  very  seveer  Pamp1  against  P — t  come  out  under 
ye  title  of  a  Letter  to  ye  anonymous  Author  of  the  Monitor  from  the  Anonymous  Author  of  ye  Letter 
versified  in  Excellent  Song  in  ye  Gazetter  which  I  believe  is  Glovers. 


Mr.  W.  Folkes.  1762. 

Sept.  26th,  1762.  From  Mr.  W.  Folkes  at  Hillington  :  about  a  proposed  visit  of  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Cust  to  Hillington  and  the  serious  illness  of  Miss  Nutty  &  Polly  ffolkes. 

Dr  John  Kelly. 

Oxford.  Jan.  11,  1762.  Thanks  for  Mrs.  Kelly’s  visit  to  London:  regrets  that  Sr  John  could 
not  spend  night  at  Oxford  (on  way  back  from  Bath). 

Oxford.  Dec.  19,  1762.  I  beg  you  will  order  a  servant  to  call  at  the  White  Horse  Celler  for  a 
Hare,  which  goes  by  Bew’s  Coach  tomorrow  morning,  with  orders  to  be  left  there  till  call’d  for. 

Mr.  Francis  Bacon. 

Grantham.  Nov.  27,  1762.  Pleasure  at  receiving  the  pretty  copy  of  Verses  (?  Brownlowe’s)  r 
alludes  to  cessation  of  war  and  animosities  at  home. 

Mr.  Thos.  Hall. 

Westbrough.  Dec.  3rd,  1762.  Vacancy  in  Parliament  caused  by  the  Death  of  Ld  Rob4  Sutton* 
Mr.  Willoughby’s  candidature. 


Ld  Chancellor  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

March,  1762. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  yours  requesting  the  Living  of  Harston,  for  wch  I  don’t  recollect 
I  have  any  engagement,  &  if  so  It  is  very  much  at  your  service.  But  as  I  have  now  Company, 
I  can’t  resort  immediately  to  my  Mem  :  but  will  let  you  know  to-morrow  ;  in  the  meantime  I  remain — 

Yr  most  ob* 

&  most  Hum  :  serv* 

22  Mar.  1762.  Henley. 


Knightsbridge.  March  23rd,  1762. 

Tuesday  even. 

Dear  Sr 

I  am  just  arrived  &  have  acquainted  the  Duke  of  Rutland  (who  had  received  a  Letter 
from  Lord  George  on  the  subject  of  Harston  Living,  &  was  set  down  to  answer  it)  with  all  the  trans¬ 
actions  both  with  you,  Sr,  &  my  Lord  Chancellor.  The  Duke  seem’d  concern’d  that  any  application 
for  that  Living  shou  cl  have  got  the  start  of  his  own  &  Lord  Granbys,  as  it  is  in  Leicestershire  & 
close  to  the  Castle,  and  for  many  other  Reasons  He  wisht  to  Recommend  to  it.  His  Grace  desires 
me  to  express  the  true  sense  He  has  of  your  kindness  to  Him,  in  your  behaviour  on  this  occasion* 
which  I  had  the  Honor  &  pleasure  to  state  to  the  Duke  ;  and  He  bids  me  say,  that  He  leaves  it 
entirely  to  your  Decision. 

The  Duke  &  all  here  join  in  best  Respects  to  yourself,  Lady  Cust,  &  the  whole  Family. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Dr  Sr,  your  most  obedient 
Humble  servant 

Thos.  Thoroton. 
f  f  2 
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Sir, 

fnr  ,InShoul<l  hav®  sent  to  y°u  Yesterday  to  have  informed  you,  I  was  under  no  engagement 

2  yMr  ai;i,hcatl0n’  &  th°’  1  recd  SOOn  after  from  the  D.  of  Rutland 

ft  l  tun'  i  h  i  COllld  ™ake  no  variation  with  regard  to  my  answer  to  you.  But  as  I  under¬ 
stood  the  Duke  and  you  had  this  matter  under  Consideration  1  waited  the  Result  of  that. 


24  March  1762. 


I  am,  yr  most  ob* 

&  most  Hum.  serv1 

Henley. 


Savile  Cockayne  Cust  to  Sir  John  C'ust. 


Dr  Sr  J. 


Bath. 


I  am  just  arriv’d  here,  &  parted  with  Dick  this  morning  at  Newbury,  who  will  be  ordain’d 
Deacon  next  week  &  soon  after  you’ll  hear  of  him  in  town,  &  I  don’t  see  why  we  shou’d  wait  my 
return,  before  y  ArchB, shops  thoughts  on  ye  Case  we  left  with  him,  are  enquir'd  after  as  you  are 
on  the  spot  to  see  him  for  it  wou’d,  no  doubt,  be  best  to  get  Dick  instituted  at  once,  as  accidents 
may  happen  in  ye  method  his  Grace  propos’d  to  us.  Ye  Warden  takes  London  in  his  way  to  ye 
North  next  week,  &  he  s  promis’d  Dick  to  give  ye  A.B.  a  time  state  of  ye  Livings  which  will  intro- 
-duce  y  affaire  in  question,  if  ye  A.B.  should  begin  first  with  him,  &  I  have  sent  Dick  back  to  try 
if  he  can  t  get  the  \\  arden  to  begin  first,  however  as  the  Wardens  stay  in  town  is  not  like  to  be  longer 
an  next  week,  wou  d  it  not  be  proper  for  you  to  call  on  ye  A.B.  soon  after  ?  Ld  Bath  has  been 

4hT;imp1S4°Fd  TK  ES.tamS  “  S°mersetshire>  &  therefore  he  may  return  to  town  in  a  fortnight, 
1  vf  Sf  rf  Thonaas  f°Id  me  he  expected  his  return  to  town.  One  Mr.  Stillingfleet  of  Bristol 
-enquir  d  of  Perry,  is  he  Perry’s  friend  or  foe  ?  my  best  Compts  etc. 

vr 

Bath  ye  28th  of  May.  S  C  C 

I  propose  going  tomorrow  to  Bristol. 


Anne  Oust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Pappa,  June  8,  1762. 

It  wou’d  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to  have  wrote  to  you  yesterday  had  Mamma  not 
have  prevented  me  but  she  thought  it  wou’d  give  you  much  more  satisfaction  to 'hear  how  she  went 
on  from  Her  own  Handes.  She  continues  thank  God  much  better  than  she  was  on  Sunday  went 
yesterday  to  see  Mr  &  M»  Evelyn.  Mrs  Evelyn  was  very  well  but  Mr  Evelvn-S  eo,d  was  ^aTheJ 

had  1 1  I  T  SUnday~lhey  S6t  °;it  t0  Day  f°r  Felbridge-we  hope  to  hear  to  morrow  of  yr  having 
a  l  a  good  Journey  a.  that  you  did  not  suffer  from  ye  Heat  of  v*  weather.  We  had  ye*  pleasure 

-at  BehonmyH  ^  l  yesterday’  He  gave  us  a  very  good  account  of  all  our  Friends 

e  ton.  He  says  G(r)antham  Races  are  expected  to  be  very  thin.  He  was  very  sorry  He  did 

wav^eUer0thaUn°ve  othL  H  Y  Went  **  W&re  r°&d  having  heard  you  Vou  liked  that 

a  better  than  y  other— He  imagined  you  woud  go  that  way.  Poor  Lord  Anson  I  find  is  cer¬ 
tainly  dead.  \\  e  have  not  yet  heard  who  is  to  succeed  Him.  I  shall  be  oblig’d  to  vou  to  let  Mi«s 
Dolly  know  that  ye  Man  will  change  ye  silk  &  when  she  lets  me  know  where  she  got  ye  Ribbon  that 

RTchTrdSU1Ay!,COUleiir  1  ^  ^  1  WlH  S6nd  yG  Keys  ye  sdk  &  other  things  by  my 

llll  l  ?  18  n°  6WS  W°rth  re,ating  in  To™  &  you  are  so  much  Hurry’ d  I  think 

vou  S tZl  V°  PUtr  t0  thiS  Letter  after  having  made  my  Mammas  kind  Love  to 

you.  She  begs  you  will  remember  Her  to  ye  Belton  Family.  My  Sister  with  myself  shall  be  oblig’d 

to  you  to  accept  of  our  Duty  &  to  make  them  from  us  to  my  Grandmama  &  Aunts. 


I  am,  Dear  Pappa, 
yr  most  Dutiful  and  affec  : 


^  To  the  Right  Honble  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
at  Belton  near  Grantham,  Lincolnshire.) 


Daughter 
Anne  Cust. 


. 
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•>•>1 


Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.  June  10,  1702. 

Dear  Pappa, 

Tho  I  am  not  sure  this  Letter  will  finde  you  at  Belton  I  cant  help  giving  myself  y«  pleasure 
of  writing  to  you,  which  adds  greatly  to  my  happyness  in  your  absent.  Mr  &  Mrs  Evelyn  lett  London 
Last  Teusday  ye  former  has  got  pretty  well  again.  We  were  very  sorry  to  part  with  them.  I  haci 
a  Letter  from  my  Brother  last  Monday  in  which  He  says  he  is  returnd  from  ye  little  excursion  he 

made  which  he  says  was  very  pleasant.  , 

All  this  Citty  complains  for  want  of  Rain  tho  I  dont  think  ye  weather  is  so  hot  as  it  was  I  hope 
by  next  Saturday  or  Monday  we  shall  have  yr  company  in  Town,  there  is  no  news  stiring  there¬ 
fore  I  conclude  my  Letter  with  Duty  &  Love  where  due.  I.  remain 

Dear  Pappa, 

your  ever  Dutyfull  Daughter, 

Eliz.  Cust. 


W.  Sharpe  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Whitehall,  Council  Office.  10  July  1762. 


Sir, 


I  have  receiv’d  Lord  Egremont’s  Commands  (in  the  absence  of  Lord  President)  to  acquaint 
you,  that  His  Majesty  has  appointed  a  Council  to  meet  at  St.  James  s  on  Wednesc  ay  «.ex 
of  this  Instant,  at  one  o’clock,  and  that  you  are  desired  to  attend  at  that  time,  m  order  to  be  sworn 
of  His  Majesty’s  most  Honble  Privy  Council — I  am  with  great  Respect 

Sir 

your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

W.  Sharpe. 

Honble  Sr  John  Cust,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 


Earl  of  Halifax  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Admiralty  Office.  5th  August  1762. 


Sir, 


The  observations  which  were  made  at  Portsmouth  &  Jamaica  for  the  Trial  of  ^lr- 
Watch  having  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  which  met  at  this  o 

SH? June  last,  beet  referred  to  the  Gentleman  then  proposed  for  then « tion :  and 
those  gentlemen  having  accordingly  examined  <S  made  their  Report  thereup  .  the 

you  will  please  to  give  me  and  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Lof f‘^ne  Mto 
Admiralty  on  Tuesday  the  17th  Instant,  at  Eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  take  the  same  into 

consideration.  ‘ 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant 

^  Dunk  Halifax. 

Rt  Hon  u  Sir  John  Cust. 


Duke  of  Devonshire  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Windsor  Castle.  Sept.  24,  1762. 


S* 


His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  approve  of  my  recommendation  of  Mr.  Bonfoy 
to  be  Sergeant  It  Zms  in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Odiarne,  I  take  the  first  opportunity  of  acquainting 

vou  with  it  &  recommending  him  to  your  protection. 

J  I  am,  Sr, 

Yr  most  obed1  humble 

serv4 

Devonshire. 


i 
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John  Stuart,  Earl  of  Bute,  K.G.,  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (n.d.) 

Lord  Bute  present  a  his  compliments  to  Sir  John  Cust  ;  he  desires  that  Sir  John  will  do  him  the 
justice  to.beleive,  that  it  will  give  him  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  in  any  way  asisting  to  His  wishes, 
but  in  the  present  case,  so  many  of  his  acquaintance  in  the  Profession  have  apply’d  to  Him,  that, 
surrounded  with  difficultys  in  every  way  he  could  offer  his  recommendation,  he  has  no  other  wav 
to  extricate  himself  from  the  uneasiness  of  disappointing  those  he  should  be  proud  of  obliging  ; 
(amongst  whom  He  beg's  to  rank  Sir  John  and  His  Family)  than  by  leaving  the  whole  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  Law  Lords  ;  who  are  much  better  entitled,  in  every  light ;  to  point  out  proper 
Subjects  to  His  Majestys  favor,  for  offices  or  graces,  in  their  own  departments  than  he  possibly  can  be. 

Saturday. 


Earl  of  Bute  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


I  have  the  Honour  of  your  letter  in  favour  of  your  Brother,  &  I  do  assure  you,  such  is  my 
regard  for  you,  &  all  your  most  worthy  Family  that  I  look  on  your  Brothers  Preferment  as  interest¬ 
ing  strongly  myself.  This  promis’d  let  me  open  to  you  my  difficulties  &  be  yourself  the  Judge  of 
them.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  has  an  old  promise  for  the  Prebendary  of  Westminster  or  Windsor. 
Mr.  Greenville,  when  design’d  Speaker,  had  nam’d  His  Chaplain  ;  but  on  the  change  that  happen’d. 
He  made  it  a  point  to  have  this  gentleman  provided  in  Westminster  or  Christchurch ;  these  two 
therefore  both  antecedent  to  your  filling  the  Chair  stand  in  my  way ;  If  you  can  suggest  anv 
method  Likely  to  facillitate  your  wishes,  I  will  embrace  it  with  pleasure. 

I  am  Dear  Sir  with  the  greatest  regards 

Your  most  obedDt 

Humble  servant 

Bute. 


Earl  of  Bute  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sir, 

I  cannot  omit  taking  the  first  opportunity  of  acquainting  you,  that  it  has  been  thought 
proper  for  reasons  of  great  Importance  to  prorogue  the  Parliament  to  the  2oth  of  November.  The 
object  every  honest  man  pants  after,  has  the  most  favorable  aspect  &  will  not  suffer  by  this  measure. 
I  hope  the  quiet  and  dissipation  of  this  fine  summer  will  give  you  health  Sir  to  go  thro  the  fatiguing 
business  at  hand.  Permit  me  to  assure  you,  Sir,  that  no  man  is  with  greater  sincerity  &  high  regard 
than  myself 

Your  most  obedient  &  Humble  servant 

Lond  :  Octr  30,  1762.  Bute. 

(Right  Honble  Sir  John  Cust,  Speaker.) 


Earl  of  Bute  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Lord  Bute  presents  his  Compts  to  Sr  John  Cust  &  has  the  honor  to  congratulate  Him  on  the 
signing  of  the  Preliminaries  of  Peace  with  France  &  Spain  on  Wednesday  last  the  3rd  Inst. 

South  Audley  Street.  Novr  8,  1762. 


William  Barford  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


1762. 

Honoured  Sir, 

As  the  encouragement  that  many  Gentlemen  of  honour  and  learning  condescended  to 
give  me  was  my  principal  support  during  my  competition  for  the  office  of  Orator  ;  so  that  same 
encouragement  gives  at  present  an  additional  value  to  my  success,  in  a  particular  manner.  Sir, 
I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  interests  ;  the  good  effects  of  which  I  experienced 
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very  early  anti  much  to  my  advantage.  Your  Brother  too,  with  an  uncommon  zeal  and  assiduity, 
has  recommended  my  cause  to  all  his  friends  anti  I  found  some  instances  of  favour  which  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  me  to  account  for  without  considering  you  and  him  as  the  occasion  of  them.  In  these 
circumstances,  the  only  gratitude  I  can  possibly  exert  is  by  discharging  this  office  with  all  diligence 
and  attention  ;  and  by  trying,  at  least,  to  merit  in  some  degree  the  opinion  conceived  of  me  by 
Persons  whose  judgment  is  of  the  greatest  weight.  I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  thanks,  not  only 
for  this  credit,  that  my  cause  derived  from  your  interposition,  but  for  the  Letter  you  were  pleased 
to  honour  me  with.  The  inclemency  of  the  weather,  together  with  my  own  ill-health  prevented 
me  from  waiting  upon  you  at  Stilton  and  Buckden  ;  and  I  have  had  a  Blister  on  my  Stomach  these 
five  days,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  return  you  my  thanks  until  this  Post. 

Please,  Sir,  to  accept  of  my  sincere  congratulations  upon  an  Event  in  which  yourself,  your 
Family,  and  all  who  have  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance,  must  be  concerned,  your  son  s  admission 
into  the  University.  The  young  Gentleman's  time  of  life,  his  very  amiable  qualities,  the  very 
high  rank  of  his  father,  and  the  great  worth  of  his  Family,  will  necessarily  endear  him  to  all  persons 
of  understanding  in  this  place.  There  is  something  so  formidable  in  a  young  man  s  being  sent 
into  the  world  ;  the  risques  he  must  run  are  so  numerous,  and  the  ill  company  even  in  this  place 
so  hazardous  ;  but  I  have  great  pleasure  in  Mr.  Oust  s  being  under  Mr.  Colman,  who  is  a  truly  good 
as  well  as  laborious  tutor.  Everything  that  lies  in  my  power  (and  much  certainly  does)  in  regard 
to  introducing  the  young  gentleman  to  proper  acquaintance  and  private  instructions,  and  all  other 
things  that  are  relative  to  his  conduct,  are  but  a  small  part  of  what  is  due  to  you  and  every  branch 
of  your  family. 

From,  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  most  obedient 

King’s  College,  Cambridge.  humble  servant, 

Oct.  27,  1762.  William  Barford. 

As  I  was  finishing  my  letter,  your  son  gave  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  in  his  academical 
habit  which  becomes  him  very  much.  Mr.  Oust  desires  me  to  add  that  he  has  just  received  your 
letter  but  cannot  answer  it  by  this  post  as  it  is  late,  and  we  are  just  going  by  appointment  to  drink 
Tea  with  Dr.  Glynn. 


Mr.  James  Evelyn  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Felbridge.  13th  Novr.  1762. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  recd  the  Honour  of  your  kind  letter  yesterday,  but  too  late  to  be  answered  by  that  day  s 
Post.  Mr.  Bargrave  has  the  Deed  of  Settlement  executed  by  this  Lord  West*1  in  pursuance  of 
late  Mr.  Francis  Fane’s  Articles,  and  if  it  is  so  necessary  for  Lord  West01  to  show  it  to  Lord  Chancellor, 
I  would  not  hinder  such  Proceeding  consistent  with  being  secure  of  the  Deed’s  being  safe  return  d 
to  us  again,  as  it  has  been  left  at  Mr.  Bargrave's  only  on  account  of  the  late  opinions  had  on  the 
case  of  the  Annuity.  You  know,  Sir,  it  is  your  sister's  best  security,  for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  her 
jointure,  and  that  I  cannot  take  too  much  care  of  it.  Therefore,  I  have  presumed  to  order 
Mr.  Bargrave  to  bring  the  deed  to  you  on  Tuesday  morning  next  in  confidence  of  your  kind  care 
of  it’s  secure  return  after  the  business  for  which  it  is  ask’d  is  answer'd  ;  and  we  shall  be  much  better 
satisfied  to  have  this  matter  transacted  under  your  Friendly  attention  or  Mr.  Francis  Cust  s  than 
in  any  other  channel.  Full  experience  of  your  most  obliging  regard  to  our  Interest  induces  me 
to  hope  I  need  not  make  an  Apology  for  the  trouble  I  thus  take  the  liberty  to  bring  on  you.  \  our 
and  my  Lady’s  late  Civilities  to  us  in  Downing  Street  require  our  Repeated  thanks  and  acknow¬ 
ledgments,  and  we  shall  always  esteem  ourselves  happy  in  every  opportunity  of  Paying  our  Respects 
to  yourself  and  family. 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  you  have  a  good  opinion  of  the  intended  Peace,  as  from  this  I  shall 
conclude  it  will  be  approved  of  by  all  reasonable  and  impartial  minds  ;  as  to  Resignations,  I  fancy 
they  are  at  a  full  stop,  but  tho’  the  vacancies  are  not  fill’d  one  can't  suppose  the  Prodigals  will  be 
received  back  into  favour. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  joins  me  in  best  respects  and  love  to  yourself,  My  Lady  and  family,  and  I  am, 

dear  Sir,  Your  most  obliged, 

&  affectionate  &  humble 
servant, 

•  Jas.  Evelyn. 
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Sir  Francis  Whichcote  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


you  that  she  is  much  Recover'd  of  her  Lameness  ami  that  ’  1  ^  pleasure  of  tellil^ 

ship  told  us  of  yr  Kindness  to  mv  son  WKrhZt  v  °  ?.,pear8  t0  be  veiY  ^11. -Her  Lady- 
Sheriff.  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  A  6  m  xci’s.ln^  illm  trom  the  Disagreeable  Office  of 
and  acquaintance  have  fre fnsTances^  r V  **  ^  t0  hlm~A11  Friend* 
Readyness  to  serve  them.  Scarce  anv  can  Lve  R  d  Conxm  for  them,  and  of  yr  obliging 

8hi“  every  one  of  yr  Family  “*  “ 

to  us,  are  suchVas,  I  ^TbufcU °f  ^  if  R^rted  truely 

*-  sw  r  *»»*•  -  -  -  u* 

wh  mine.  *  F  y  cncote  s  and  my  son  Francis  s  most  sincere  Respects 


Grantham.  Novr  16th,  1762. 


I  am  Sir. 


Fr.  Whichcote. 


Christopher  Whichcote  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Aswarby.  Nov.  22,  1762. 

Sheriff”!  ca„°tr”mit5takSf  L^rLt'T^u ‘“tyTf  tnTng  yLThuTtt^Thatl,  °T  °f 

fehonab^a  ^  LaVc^  « 

but  have  had  the  Happiness  of  hearing  since  she  is  perfectly  recovered.^.  S°  mU°h  °Ut  °f  °rdeiV 

Chris.  Whichcote. 


William  Cayley  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Sir, 


~a.il.tJ.,  llUi. 


recommend  in  the  Excise,  shall  Without  wfbfsent to  Grantham  bv  tomotrtt  'V°"  are  Pleased  to 

L^,!hat  1  8haU  8t  a“  ttaeS  be  eXtrem6ly  ready  °bey  ^  Commands  and  am  with  ^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  devoted  and  most  humble  servant 
The  Rt  Honble  Sir  John  Cust.  '  Wm*  Cayley- 


Me*  Samuel  Dashwood  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (Abstr.) 

r>-  i  P  t»  i-x  i  •  Well.  Nov.  24th,  1762. 

Civil  &  Polite  behaviour  shewn  by  Sir  John 

madtty^Sh*  J^me^^ateman'o^hL toungetthildTen'i'th^sonr^Ir'^J00”^^'^*1  8  sett*emen,: 

Mrs  Dashwood,  and  Mr.  Richard  Bateman^and  thte ^00^^'  man>  ^ 

Refusal  of  present  Lord  Bateman  to  pay  over  sums  due  to  Mrs.  Dashwood. 

Bill  in  Parliament  to  enforce  payment. 

m,“  Bateman's  refusal  to  waive  hia  Privilege  as  a  Peer  of  the  Realm  against  Trial  and  attach- 
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S  a  vile  Cockayne  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dr  Sr  John, 


15  Nov.  (n,.cl.)  ?  1762. 


I  am  just  come  from  ye  house  of  Lds  where  ye  Duke  of  Newcastle  brought  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
all  ye  Jew-bill,  except  the  Clause  against  their  purchasing  advowsons  etc.  &  having  the  presentation 
to  Livings  there  was  a  debate  that  lasted  till  it  was  dark.  Ld  Temple  spoke  against  the  Bill  for 
repealing  etc  :  as  being  a  foolish  thing  to  give  way  to  ye  Cry  of  ye  ignorant  &  ill  designing,  but  the 
bill  is  order  d  to  be  read  a  2d  time  next  Tuesday  without  a  negative.  Your  house  agreed  to  ye 
address  &  Sr  Fras  Dashwood  mov’d  for  a  Call  of  yr  house,  next  tuesday  se’night  in  order,  as  is 
suppos  d  to  move  the  repeal  in  which  ye  Duke  of  Newcastle  has  been  beforehand  with  him,  which 
I  conclude  will  be  in  yr  house  before  ye  Day  of  Call,  &  which  seems  for  that  reason  to  be  likely  to 
go  over,  but  it  may  serve  you  for  a  pretence  with  ye  Duke  of  Rutland,  to  desire  him  to  declair,  that 
you  may  walk  ye  town  &  be  in  yr  Place  at  ye  call.  Ld  Parker  seconded  Sr  James,  &  ye  call  pass'll 
without  a  word  said.  I  promis'd  you  a  letter  this  post,  but  must  desire  Perry’s  Reasons  against  the 
n— ing  in  L,  may  engage  yr  attention  till  I  can  write  next  post.  If  Lady  Thorold  will  take  my 
cook,  she  shall  go  ye  first  notice,  &  in  that  case  ye  other  maid  may  come  to  me. 


yrs  affec. 

„  Sav  :  Cock  :  Cust. 

Saturday  ye  15th  of  Novr. 

My  best  Love  to  my  lady  et. 

Half  Moon  Street. 


Mr.  Rodolph  Valltravers  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Berne,  in  Switzerland.  Novr  28th,  1762. 

Sir, 

I  humbly  beg  Pardon,  for  being  so  dilatory,  in  apprising  you  of  our  final  happy  Arrival 
in  this  my  native  Place.  We  reached  it  towards  the  middle  of  last  month,  after  many" Fatigues 
and  Hardships,  which  good  Mrs.  Vs  bore  with  great  Patience  and  alacrity.  After  having  forty’ cl 
her  Health,  by  3  weeks  Sea  Bathing  at  Yarmouth,  we  set  sail  for  Holland  on  Board  Capt.  Sl  John's 
armed  sloop,  the  Hazard,  which  brought  us  with  great  Difficulty  to  Helvoet,  after  4  Days  Storms 
&  contrary  Winds.  We  made  the  whole  Tour  of  Holland  in  3  weeks,  that  of  Austrian  Flandres  in 
a  Fortnight,  and  crossing  the  French  Province  of  Lorraine  and  Alsace,  in  10  Days  we  at  last  got 
sight  of  our  Alps,  at  the  Foot  of  which  we  now  enjoy  a  comfortable  &  peaceable  Retreat. 

We  were  greatly  shocked  at  the  scenes  of  Poverty,  Distress,  &  Despondence,  which  offered  them¬ 
selves  to  our  View  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  &  in  France.  It  seems  that  they  have  no  other 
Ressource  left,  than  that  of  plundering  all  Passengers.  Prayers  were  put  up  every  where  for  the 
speedy  Restoration  of  Peace  ;  which,  I  find  your  Ministers  have  not  granted,  upon  very  generous 
Principles.  That  it  might  prove  a  lasting  one  for  the  Safety  &  Liberty  of  all  Europe,  and  for  the 
Prosperity  of  the  brave  loyal  Britons  in  particular,  is  the  sincere  Wish  of  most  of  my  Countrymen, 
as  well  as  mine. 

I  delivered  your  obliging  Letter  to  Mr.  Colebrook  as  soon,  as  he  returned  to  Town.  It  has  been 
productive  of  several  Civilities,  shewn  us,  as  well  as  of  very  generous  Tenders  of  Friendship  and 
good  offices.  I  am  afraid  our  Manners  and  Entertainments  are  too  frugal  and  too  simple  for  a 
Gentleman  of  his  Taste,  His  amusements  are  limited  to  sporting,  musick,  &  a  game  of  whist  in  the 
Evening.  His  Entertainmts  and  Wines  exceed  all  those  of  his  Predecessors,  and  if  he  can  but  pre¬ 
vail  on  his  Wife  and  sister,  to  share  his  Destiny,  and  to  live  with  him,  I  hope  he  will  soon  be  reconciled 
to  this  Country,  and  regret  it  at  last  as  much,  as  Mr.  Burnaby  &  Mr.  Villette  did,  when  they  left 
it.  He  is  of  a  very  hospitable,  noble,  free,  humane  and  polite  Deportment,  by  which  he  cannot 
fail  of  engaging  the  Esteem  &  affection  of  the  major  Part  of  our  Legislators.  I  profess  myself  in 
particular,  much  obliged  to  You,  for  your  very  Kind  Introduction  to  the  Honour  of  his  Acquaintance. 

How  far  I  may  succeed  in  obtaining  the  End  of  this  our  very  expensive  Removal  to  Berne, 
is  wht  I  cannot  tell  yet  ;  this  Winter,  I  hope  to  see  my  Hopes  brought  to  some  Reality,  and  to  employ 
myself  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  superiours,  &  to  the  advantage  of  good  Mrs.  Vs  for  whose  tender 
sacrifices  I  cannot  make  amends  enough. 

There  are  numbers  of  the  young  English  nobility  and  Gentry  at  Lausanne  &  at  Geneve,  where 
they  still  expect  many  more,  at  this  happy  conclusion  of  ye  Wrar.  If  their  Friends  in  England 
knew,  how  little  they  answer  the  End  of  their  Improvement  by  continually  herding  together,  they 
would  certainly  think  of  dispersing  them  to  sundry  Cities  ;  where  they  might  receive  the  same 
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Instruction,  go  thro’  the  same  Exercises,  and  by  conversing  with  the  Natives,  make  more  Process 
in  attaining  Foreign  Language,  in  learning  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  our  happy  Republics, 
and  qualifying  themselves  for  further  observations  &  Travels  than  what  they  do  at  present.  A 
young  Polish  Gentleman  of  great  Distinction,  fraught  with  excellent  Principles,  Count  Minniscek, 
who  resides  at  this  Place  without  any  Tutor,  is  a  remarkable  Instance  of  the  Truth  of  my  observation. 
He  having  aquired  more  Knowledge  within  these  two  years  at  Berne,  than  any  Nobleman  or  Gentle¬ 
man  ever  did  at  either  of  the  two  Universities  above,  in  5  or  (5  years.  His  polite  Behaviour  makes 
Him  the  Darling  of  all  our  best  Companies,  &  his  Application  to  usefull  Societies  will  render  Him  a 
most  valuable  Minister  to  his  King,  and  Example  to  his  Fellow  citizens. 

Should  any  of  your  Friends  chuse  to  reap  the  same  advantages  at  this  Place  :  I  would  embrace 
with  Joy  so  wished  for  an  Opportunity  of  convincing  You  of  the  sincerity  of  my  veneration 
Gratitude  towards  my  kind  Patron  and  Wellwisher  ;  and  would  use  all  my  Power,  in  assisting  the 
Education  of  a  hopefull  young  Gentleman,  not  blasted  by  the  reigning  Vices  of  your  Universities. 

Mrs.  Vs  begs  leave  to  join  in  Respectfull  Compliments  and  Wishes  of  Health  &  Prosperitv  to 
you,  to  your  amiable  Ladies,  and  to  your  ever  honoured  Family,  with 

Sir, 

your  most  obliged 

and  sincerely  devoted  - 

humble  servant 
Rodolph  Valltravers. 


Mr.  Robert  Colebrooke  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (Abstr.) 

Berne.  Octr  28,  17*32. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  letter  through  Mr.  Valltravers. 

Refers  to  his  unhappy  marriage,  and  his  application  to  Parliament  for  a  dissolution,  quotes 
case  of  Carr,  Vise*  Rochester. 

Asks  for  assistance  of  his  very  good  &  old  friend  to  advise  and  help  him. 

Opposition  from  his  brother  and  children  on  whom  Estate  is  intailed. 

Obtained  employment  abroad  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  country  where  he  was  so  unhappv. 

Had  written  to  Commander  Thurloe  and  Sir  Robert  Long. 

Consent  of  wife  necessary.  Married  several  years,  no  conjugal  rights. 

Difficulty  with  the  Bishop. 

Would  ask  King’s  leave  to  come  to  England. 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dec.  8th,  1762. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  various  Intimations  you  have  given  me  from  time  to 
time,  about  the  Preliminaries  ;  these,  which  I  now  read  in  print  plainly  shew  you  was  both  early 
and  credibly  Informed.  You  Enabled  me  to  foretell  betimes  that  the  Articles  of  Peace  would  not 
meet  in  Parliament  with  any  material  opposition.  They  are  such,  in  my  humble  opinion  as  upon 
the  whole  we  have  no  sufficient  Reason  to  be  displeased  at,  tho’  our  Enemies  have  great  Grounds 
to  be  satisfyed, — perhaps  some  will  say  another  Campain  might  have  Increased  the  number  of  our 
Conquests — but  perhaps  not  ;  how  often  after  repeated  successes,  has  Victory  unaccountably  stray'd 
from  the  Conqueror,  and  when  she  has  proved  content,  has  not  her  Maintenance  exceeded  many 
times  her  Acquisitions  ?  And  what  shall  I  say  of  the  strong  Jealousies  and  Alliances  often  con¬ 
tracted  in  Europe  against  overgrown  Pow-ers  ?  Their  ruinous  Consequences  had  never  been  felt 
of  Late  by  France  and  Sweden  if  Lewis  the  14th  and  Charles  the  12th  had  not  made  their  van¬ 
quished  Ennemies  desperate,  but  rather  treated  with  them  (as  does  now  George  the  third)  In  Time 
and  with  a  Judicious  Moderation.  I  am  much  mistaken  if  all  the  sensible  part  of  the  Nation  w  ill  not 
soon  preferr  the  present  Measures  to  any  other  that  might  have  been  taken — I  have  not  yet  seen 
any  Remarks  in  the  publick  Papers  about  the  Preliminaries,  and  if  I  had,  you  would  have  no  need 
of  me  to  come  at  them  ;  the  following  are  only  some  cursory  observations  of  my  own,  wrhich  I  submitt 
to  your  better  Judgment. 

Article  4th — The  Islands  (we  are  told)  of  S*  Peter  and  Miquelon  are  ceded  to  the  French  King, 
who  is  to  keep  there  only  a  Guard  of  fifty  men  for  the  Police  ;  It  does  not  appear  clearly  to  me  whether 
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fifty  men  are  to  be  kept  in  each  Island  or  between  them  both— Experience  has  taught  more  than 
once,  we  cannot  treat  with  the  French  Court  with  too  much  Precision. 

Art.  5.  The  lunette  of  Dunkirk  shall  remain  as  it  now  is  provided  two  English  Engineers — received 
at  Dunkirk  by  order  of  the  French  King  verify  that  this  lunette  is  only  of  use  for  the  wholesomnesa 
of  the  A  ir,  &c.  If  no  better  way  is  pitched  upon  to  ascertain  what  uses  may  be  made  of  the  lunette 
I  pronounce  it  beforehand,  meo  Periculo,  as  harmless  as  a  Dove. 

Art.  6.  makes  the  Mississippi  the  Boundaries,  Limits,  or  Confines  between  the  Territories  of 
the  English  and  the  French  in  North  America.  This  is  done  by  a  Line  supposed  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  River  from  its  source  downwards  to  the  sea  &c.  I  humbly  conceive  this  Line  should 
begin  much  Farther  Korth  than  the  source  of  the  River,  else  by  what  Right  can  we  hinder  the  trench 
to  appropriate  to  themselves,  when  they  please  the  Immense  Country  of  the  Assempourts  for  It 
Lyes  out  of  the  Bounds  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, distinct  from  Canada  and  from  Louisiana-  - 
it  abounds  with  Furrs  especially  and  might  prove  of  vast  use,  should  we  ever  discover  the  North 
West  Passage  ;  why  shouldn't  an  imaginary  Line  be  drawn  through  a  determined  Longitude  from 
the  source  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  North  Pole  ?  Perhaps  you'll  think  me  overcautious — great 
Pity  we  have  not  been  so  in  America  since  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 

Ibid.  The  French  King  cedes  to  England  whatever  he  possesses  it  ought  to  have  possessed 
on  the  left  side  of  the  River  Mississippi  except  the  City  and  Island  of  Orleans.  But  how  come  the 
several  small  Islands  of  Candlemass  or  Chandeleur  to  be  forgotten  ?  They  lye  near  and  below  Orleans 
In  a  Row  and  in  Front  of  the  Mouths  of  Mississippi :  one  end  of  them  is  in  French  and  the  other 
in  English  Louisiana  ;  their  Property,  methinks,  should  be  some  way  secured  from  equivocations, 
since  their  situation  may  render  them  a  sort  of  a  key  either  to  get  in  or  out  of  the  River. 

Ibid.  The  Navigation  of  the  River  shall  be  Free  to  the  French  and  to  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
no  search,  no  stopping  of  their  Respective  ships,  but  why  not  to  be  more  explicit  and  let  us  know 
whether  both  Nations  may  Land  on  their  opposite  Shore  and  converse  and  Trade  with  its  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  &c. 

Art.  7.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  shall  restore  to  France  the  Islands  of  Guadaloupe  &c.  and  the 
Fortresses  of  those  Islands  shall  be  restored  to  the  same  condition  they  were  in  when  they  were  conquered 
by  the  British  Arms.  These  Expressions  In  the  same  Condition  are  here  too  vague  and  general,  tis 
for  want  of  being  precise  and  Particular  that  many  Bones  of  Contention  have  been  thrown  amongst 
Nations  ;  Pray  !  are  the  bare  walls  of  the  Fortresses  only  meant  ?  then  to  be  sure  they  are  not  restored 
in  the  same  Condition,  but  if  Artillery,  Ammunitions,  and  other  goods,  which  were  in  the  Place 
when  it  was  conquered,  are  included  (all  or  any  of  them)  why  are  they  not  specify  d  ? 

Several  other  Remarks  (good  or  bad)  I  shall  omitt  for  fear  of  being  Tedious,  but  this  Last  must 
not  be  passed  over.  It  is  upon  the  19th  article — to  allow  Toleration  to  the  Roman  Catholicks  in 
our  Conquered  Countries,  where  they  already  reside  is  entirely  consonant  to  the  Laws  of  great 
Britain  (Witness  Minorca)  but  if  ever  entering  into  Particulars,  and  specifying  Conditions  and 
Restrictions  are  Important  and  Essential  it  is  in  the  Present  case.  Indeed  no  Religious  Person, 
for  Instance,  should  be  admitted  to  any  Ecclesiastical  Preferment  or  Place  either  Secular  or  Regular 
without  the  nomination  of  it  Least  the  Approbation  of  Protestant  Rulers,  pretty  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  Established  at  Bergen  op  Som.  Were  I  not  afraid  to  be  tedious  I  would  shew  with 
submission  that  the  Matter  in  question  ought  not  to  be  settled  in  that  Short  Random  way  as  is 
Expressed  in  the  Preliminaries.  I  hope  it  will  be  deeply  taken  into  consideration,  before  it  is  irre¬ 
vocably  determined  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  It  is  well  worth  consulting  the  Methods  by  which 
long  experience  taught  the  Dutch  how  to  manage  their  Roman  Catholick  Clergy  ;  certain  it  is  they 
have  brought  them  into  the  Interest  of  their  Republick. 

Sometime  next  week  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  write  again  on  other  subjects.  Meanwhile 
I  end  in  haste  but  with  great  Regard  and  Attachment  I  subscribe  myself  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  humble  and  most 

obliged  servant 

Henry  Gibert. 

My  wife  Jovns  with  me  in  our  best  compliments  to  you  &  Lady  Cust  and  the  Rest  of  our  Family 
Friends  of  your  Denomination  wheresoever  dispersed  over  the  Face  of  London.  My  Lady  is  better 
of  her  Lameness  and  all  other  Friends  very  well.  Whatever  I  may  find  amiss  in  the  Preliminaries 
(perhaps  without  Reason)  I  think  them  nevertheless  a  good  Foundation  for  a  reasonable  Peace. 
I  have  taken  pains  to  represent  them  as  such  everywhere  in  Grantham  especially. 

Belton.  Dec.  the  18th,  1762. 

Mv  wife  desires  her  particular  thanks  to  Lady  Cust  for  her  very  kind  Letter. 
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Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


_  _  ,  Monday,  Decr  y«  27th,  62. 

Dear  Sr  John, 

I  return  you  a  Thousand  Thanks  for  yr  kind  leter  I  rec'd  this  morning,  and  I  beg  v°  will 
here  accept  my  sincere  wishess,  that  y°  may  enjoy  these  Hollydays,  quite  agreeably  to  yourself 
&  live  to  see  many,  many,  new  yeares.  I  was  very  happy  to  see  ye  Serj  :  &  with  such 
good  lookes  &  he  made  me  very  happy  by  telling  me,  yl  Brownlowe  went  on  charmingly 
at  Cambridge  &  y1  he  applyes  himself  very  much  to  ye  College  business  so  that  he  will  soon 
make  up  ye  Time  he  lost  before.  1  dare  say  he  himself  is  sensible.  ye  way  of  life  he  is  now 
inn,  will  be  vastly  for  his  advantage  hereafter.  Mr  &  Mrs  Forster  are  just  gone,  they  breakfasted 
here  this  morning.  Next  Wednesday  ye  Corporation  dine  here.  Mr  Rich  is  also  come  to  stay  this 
week.  All  ye  company  here  return  y°  their  Thanks  for  yr  good  wishess,  &  desire  their  best  Compli¬ 
ments  &  wee  all  agree  if  wee  had  ye  happiness  of  yr  Company  amongst  us,  wee  should  be  chearfull 
enough,  as  ye  case  be  now',  I  must  content  myself  with  assuring  y°  in  this  manner 


that  I  am  most  sincerely 
Dr  Sr  John 

Yr  Truely  affect  :  mother 

&  Faithfull  Friend 

A.  Cust. 

Pray  make  my  kind  com  :  to  my  Lady  B  :  &  Missess  &  tell  B  :  I  hope  to  write  to  him  soon. 


Richard  Osbaldeston,  Bishop  of  London,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Mr.  Speaker, 


1762. 


I  have  the  honor  of  your  commands,  and  am  much  disposed  to  serve  Mr.  Easton  of  Christ's 
College,  Cambridge,  as  you  desire,  but  as  I  apprehend,  he  is  but  lately  elected  Fellow'  of  that  College, 
not  yet  of  standing  sufficient  in  that  C  mversity  to  be  qualified  to  be  a  Whitehall  Preacher  agreeable 
to  the  intention  of  the  Founder,  I  can’t  think  of  placing  him  in  that  station  immediately.  I  must 
further  add,  I  have  not  yet  disposed  of  the  Whitehall  Preachership  in  that  University,  tho'  I  have 
several  Gentlemen  of  considerable  proficiency  in  learning  and  of  some  note  and  standing  there  to 
fill  up  the  next  vacancy  that  may  happen. 


Frith  Street. 

Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  28,  1762. 


I  am  with  great  Truth  and  regard 
Sir 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

Ric.  London. 


Lord  Ligonier  to  the  Right  Honble  Sr  Jn°  Cust,  Bart., 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  etc.,  etc. 

Cobham.  Dec.  29th,  1762. 

Sir, 

As  I  am  very  desirous  of  obeying  your  Commands,  I  shall  be  happy  in  the  opportunity 
that  puts  it  in  my  power.  I  signified  this  thro’  Mr.  Cox,  long  ago  to  Mr.  Atkins  ;  nor  has  there  been 
,  a  Vacancy  since  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  If  Mr.  Daniel  Slack  is  dead,  it  is  not  as  yett  signified 
to  me  ;  but  if  the  Report  is  true,  you  may  depend  on  my  recommending  Mr.  Atkins  to  the  King 
that  He  may  succeed  Him. 

I  am  with  great  truth  and  esteem, 

Sir 

your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 

Ligonier. 
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Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Jan.  1,  1763. 

Tho’  I  don’t  approve  of  ye  System  of  Horsemanship  advanced  by  your  Chaplain,  whose  Plan 
of  ye  outside  of  a  hired  Horse  is  desperate  at  this  Time  of  ye  year,  and  greatly  endanger’d  y*  Lifo 
of  Jack,  son  of  Marks  ;  yet  his  arrival  at  ye  close  of  yesterday  made  a  good  End  of  the  old  year, 
&  the  new  one  was  extremely  well  introduced  by  your  Letter  wch  was  well  recd  here,  &  wanted  no 
apology  for  not  coming  sooner.  You  showed  abundant  Cause  in  your  Lett1-  to  Gibert,  wch  made 
him  so  happy  that  he  is  gone  to  ve  amicable  Society  quite  compos  about  the  Peace.  He  says,  there 
are,  to  be  sure,  some  Reasons  for  carrying  on  the  War,  but  there  are  likewise  good  Reasons  for 
bringing  it  to  a  Conclusion  ;  &  as  to  ve  Peace  he  desires  to  be  understood  that  he  has  not  upon  the 
whole  any  objection  to  It.  He  is  really  in  such  Health  &  Spirits  by  ye  Help  of  my  Prescription 
about  worsted  stockings,  that  he  skips  &  cuts  Capers  like  old  Metty  Cutler.  I  had  a  long  Dish  of 
Politics  with  Sr  Francis  Whichcote  at  ye  assembly  on  Thursday,  &  read  to  him  great  Part  of  your 
Letter  to  Gibert.  He  &  Lady  W.  enquire  very  handsomely  after  you,  &  take,  just  as  you  wd  wish, 
what  you  did  in  ye  exchequer  Chamber  to  keep  a  troublesome  office  from  Kit  Whichcote,  who  is 
gone  to  London,  &  will  probably  thank  you  for  it  in  Person.  The  Assembly  on  Thursday,  w^*1 
kept  me  up  till  four  in  ye  morning  &  ye  Corporation  (with  whom  I  find  myself  tolerably  good  Pax) 
dining  here  the  Day  before,  neither  helped  the  Business  of  the  Audit,  nor  afforded  me  any  Leisure 
to  congratulate  you  on  Brownlowe's  having  swore  Allegiance  to  his  Alma  Mater  by  his  matriculation 
oath.  I  have  no  Doubt  of  his  being  a  good  son  to  both  his  Mothers  as  well  as  to  his  Father;  and 
am  glad  that  you  agree  with  me  in  opinion  about  ye  Propriety  of  his  way  of  Life.  I  beg  you'll  tell 
him  that  I  recd  the  Gratulatio  Academiae,  wch  by  your  Account  of  the  young  Prince  came  almost 
unseasonably.  The  University  are  certainly  obliged  to  you  for  sending  ’em  a  Fellow  Commoner 
in  y6  Right  Time,  for  without  Brownlowe's  verses  &  two  or  three  more  sets,  I  shd  think  it  a  wretched. 
Collection.  His  name  certainly  does  Credit  to  ye  Body  ;  &  I  am  glad  to  see  that  he  has  much  clearer 
Ideas  of  ye  Algebraic  signs  than  his  Brother  Phaeton  has  of  Logic,  who  don’t  yet  see  ye  Fallacy 
of  concluding  a  man  to  be  a  Fool  because  he  is  not  a  Fool. 

I  only  wish  that  Brownlowe  wd  give  a  Lecture  out  of  Mr  Locke  to  some  Friends  of  mine,  who 
are  apt  to  judge  too  hastily  of  me,  &  whom  I  have  long  wished  to  be  acquainted  with  that  great 
Defect  in  the  Conduct  of  ye  Understanding  pointed  out  by  Mr  Locke,  viz  :  of  forming  a  Judgment 
on  a  question  without  being  precisely  acquainted  with  all  ye  Materials  necessary  to  decide  it.  My 
mention  of  this  arises  from  a  suspicion  that  I  shall  be  found  Fault  with  for  trimming  in  some  Degree 
the  widow  W.  by  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  Particulars  ;  &  yet  I  had  among  other  Comforts, 
that  of  seeing  the  case  treated  lightly  enough  while  the  Weight  of  it  lay  only  upon  me.  I  am  not 
going  to  draw  you  into  a  Debate  about  it,  but  as  what  I  now  say  takes  its  Rise  from  a  Lettr  wcd 
I  recd  on  Monday  last  so  I  chuse  to  say  it  to  you,  who  are  more  acquainted  with  some  of  y*  Pro¬ 
ceedings  than  any  of  ye  Family,  &  who  are  better  able  to  judge  of  my  Refusal  to  indulge  ve  widow  ; 
tho’  I  don’t  think  even  you  are  as  accurately  acquainted  with  many  Facts  as  I  am,  who  treasured 
up  in  my  mind  some  extraordinary  Occurrences  as  they  arose,  &  had  such  a  full  opportunity  of 
digesting  ’em  (Tho’  they  were  not  all  easy  of  Digestion)  that  I  am  able  to  hunt  the  widow's  Toad- 
eaters  thro’  their  Labyrinth  &:  shew  all  their  Artifices  &  Impertinences.  You  will  only  give  me  Leave 
to  remind  you  that  one  method  of  Reprisal,  wch  I  took,  was  to  claim,  in  a  sort  of  Debate  with 
Dr  Topham,  the  Reversion  of  ye  estate  to  my  own  use  ;  &  as  I  have  never  yet  given  up  that  Claim, 
nor  seen  any  Reason  why  I  shd,  you  will  not  be  surprized  that  I  think  it  facetious  &  pleasant  to  call 
upon  me  now  to  convey  the  Trust  Estate,  &  with  it  all  my  Claims  &  doubtfull  Questions  about  it, 
when  there  are  words  in  ye  Will,  by  wch  ye  estate  is  not  vested  in  me  till  after  the  widow’s  Death. 
I  see  very  plainly  what  is  meant  by  this  :  The  poor  &  shallow  pated  advisers,  who  govern  her  begin 
now  to  see  that  I  have  more  in  my  Power  than  they  were  aware  of,  and  as  they  have  found  me  quiet 
since  ye  Cause  was  tried,  the  widow  has  recd  many  Civilities  from  ye  Family,  they  think  me  quite 
contunded  &  upon  my  Back,  and  that  the  offer  of  ye  Legacy  now  will  be  a  Douceur  to  me  to  make 
an  End  of  ye  whole  affair.  Under  this  Notion  they  persuade  her  to  write  to  me  to  convey  over 
ye  Trust  Estate  as  a  Thing  of  Course,  without  any  previous  consultation  about  it,  &  to  bribe  me 
with  the  Legacy,  of  wch  not  ye  least  Notice  had  been  hitherto  taken.  Not  a  word  of  excuse  is  to  be 
found  for  not  paying  the  Legacy  sooner,  nor  a  Word  about  former  services  &  x*  pretty  Returns 
for  ’em.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  was  disposed  to  return  an  answer  by  a  formal  &  solemn 
Humbug  couched  under  a  plausible  appearance  of  Civility,  but  as  I  have  had  to  do  with  weak  anti 
obstinate  Fools,  who  have  not  sense  enough  to  understand  Irony,  I  thought  it  as  well  to  speak 
plainly  &  to  return  as  sovereign  contempt  as  I  have  met  with.  With  this  comment  I  enclose 
to  you  the  widow's  Letter  &  my  answer,  wch  I  beg  you’ll  be  so  good  as  to  return  to  me,  when  you 
have  communicated  ’em  to  the  Alderman,  whom  I  wish  to  make  acquaintance  with  ’em,  but  chuse 
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to  do  it  through  your  Hands  as  ye  most  probable  Way  to  avoid  Misconstructions,  w<*  I  have  suffer'd 
so  much  from  that  I  desire  to  have  every  Thing  explicitly  understood  from  ve  Beginning 

My  mother  is  much  obliged  by  your  Wishes  of  Cheer  fullness.  Wch  expression  is  much  more 

JithT**  °f  -nhaU  H  mery  Xr  &  aS  We  hear  nothing  more  of  ^  °oufc  we  hope  you  have  done 
with  it,  &  will  neither  have  that  nor  any  thing  else  to  prevent  the  effect  of  these  Complim*  of  v* 

20thnf  Th  "*e  Sen  t0  y°U  &  y°lir  Family  fr°m  here-  There  is  no  Danger  of  Venison  after  ^ 


Belton.  Jan.  1,  1763. 


I  am  your  most  affecte  &c. 

F.  Ctst. 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir,  Jan*  15’  1763* 

,  a ■  Tls  hlgh  time  to  answer  your  most  Judicious  and  entertaining  Letter,  which,  notwith- 
standing  its  Length,  seemed  short  to  all  those  who  have  perused  it,— the  great  number  of  Friends 
the  Prelimmaries  met  with  in  your  House  surprised  me  not  in  the  least  as  they  secure  to  this  nation 
acquisitions  as  great  and  profitable  as  the  War  which  obtained  them  was  glorious.  This  is  not 
only  my  sincere  opinion,  but  also  my  way  of  talking  of  them  evervwhere,  and  when  I  objected  in 
my  last  against  some  particular  Articles,  I  did  it  with  the  same  view  that  would  make  me  point 
out  as  many  real  Defects  as  I  could  in  a  purchase  you  are  treating  about  tho  in  my  opinion  already 
worth  your  acceptance.  It  is  the  Part  of  a  true  Patriot  to  find  out  as  many  Flaws  as  he  can  in  the 
present  national  Treaty  whilst  upon  the  Anvil,  and  to  Leave  to  Factious  men  the  malevolent  Task 
of  raising  afterwards  among  the  People  unseasonable  and  mischievous  Animosities  and  Upraid- 
mgs.  iSothing  sets  in  a  truer  Light  the  great  Distress  our  Ennemies  must  have  been  reduced  to 
by  the  Late  glorious  war  as  the  Cessions  they  are  obliged  to  make  us  ;  how  amazed  should  I  have 
been  had  any  one  foretold  me  that  in  a  few  years  the  French  would  beg  of  England  to  let  the 
Mississippi  be  a  Line  of  Partition  between  their  reciprocal  Territories  in  North  America,  and  that 
Spain  should  beg  not  only  our  acceptance  of  Florida,  but  also  suffer  the  French  to  yield  us  East 
Louisiana  which  as  you  justly  observe  will  prove  by  means  of  Pensacola  a  Thorn  in  the  side  of  their 
sailing  Fiotte.  The  many  further  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  us  from  our  Immense  new 
Acquisitions  m  America  and  the  West  Indies  I  need  not  mention  to  you  ;  one  of  the  greatest  iu  mv 
opinion  will  be— what  ?  an  Immense  stock  of  Gold  and  Silver  mines  ?  God  forbid,  an  Immense 
Fieid  I  mean  for  our  Industry  to  procure  abundantly  the  kind  of  Wealth  which  constitute  alone 
the  true  Riches  of  a  Nation.  I  am  entirely  in  your  opinion,  Sir,  the  Fishery  in  new  Newfound- 
and,  continued  to  the  French,  will  by  no  means  prove  so  advantageous  to  them  as  it  used  to  be  * 

I  shall  only  observe  that  it  had  perhaps  been  better  for  us  to  have  fixed  their  Fishing  stations  in- 
some  other  Place  than  the  Gulph  of  S»  Lawrence,  the  Warehouses  of  Miquelon  will  soon  be  Increased 
and  made  a  Receptacle  of  Counterband  goods  which  will  be  near  at  Hand  to  supply  the  most  populous 
part  of  French  Canada— True  Politicks  concur  with  the  Gospel  to  grant  there  a  religious  Toleration 
to  the  Papist  but  they  are  both  far  from  allowing  them  to  erect  an  Imperium  in  Imperio,  vet  this 
will  certainly  be  the  case  in  Canada  etc.,  unless  some  wise  Regulations  (no  wavs  specifyecl  in  the 
Preliminaries)  are  previousiv  made.  We  should  have  enjoyed' Minorca  on  a  more  agreeable  and 
profitable  footing  if  the  Treaty  matters  at  Utrecht  had  been  as  provident  in  this  as  the  Dutch  were 
at  Bergen  op  som,  where  amongst  other  wise  Cautions,  this  is  none  of  the  least.  I  mean  their  makin- 
themselves  Patrons  of  Ecclesiastical  Preferments-I  need  not  tell  you  how  effectually  this  would 
secure  in  America  the  good  behaviour  (not  of  the  Popish  Layty  who  as  you  rightly  observe  are  already 
well  disposed  towards  us  but)  of  the  Secular  and  Regular  Clergy  ;  by  the  way  the  Patronage  in  Ques¬ 
tion  might  as  easily  be  purchased  as  Hereditary  Places  were  in  Scotland.  I  am  quite  in  vour  opinion 
Sir,  as  to  the  Restitution  of  Martinico  and  Guadeloupe,  the  compensation  we  receive  for  them  is 
certainly  very  advantageous. 

My  Remarks,  which  you  were  pleased  to  take  Notice  of,  were  made  somewhat  in  haste,  on  a 
Cursory  Perusal  of  the  Preliminaries. 

My  observations  on  the  men  the  French  are  allowed  to  keep  at  S*  Peter  and  Miquelon  falls  not 
so  much  ,f  I  remember  well  on  the  difference  of  fifty  from  an  Hundred  but  rather  on  the  equivocal 
expression.  Equivocations  are  odious  in  a  Treaty.  As  to  the  lunette  of  Dunkirk,  Sir.  I  come 
into  your  opinion  and  I  can  see  no  safer  way  than  that  pointed  out  in  the  Preliminaries  to  determine 
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whether  it  is  a  mere  Walk  or  a  Fortification  etc.,  after  all  if  it  be  liable  to  be  mistaken  by  connoisseurs 
for  a  meer  walk,  it  cant  be  of  any  great  consequence  in  a  military  way. 

But  what  shla  I  reply  on  accounts  of  my  Assinapovals  beyond  the  Source  of  the  Mississippi  ? 
I  was  once  determined  to  Leave  them  as  the  Prelim,  do  to  the  Disposal  of  the  French,  but  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Frost  makes  me  now  sensible  their  Furrs  are  too  valuable  to  be  so  easily  resigned, 
and  let  not  the  Distance  and  Coldness  of  that  Large  Country  make  it  unworthy  the  care  of  our 
Ministry,  as  if  no  Disputes  could  ever  arise  between  us  and  the  French  on  its  account.  Let  it  be 
minded  that  our  Ennemies  now  destitute  of  Furrs  by  the  loss  of  Canada  will  look  for  them  at  any 
Rate  any  where  else  and  will  perhaps  make  us  feel  sooner  than  we  think  we  are  fallen  into  the  very 
mischievous  error  of  our  Utrech  managers  who  on  the  accounts  above  mentioned  neglected  Nova 
Scotia  so  as  to  settle  its  boundaries  in  a  very  slight  careless  and  confuse  manner.  I  agree  with 
you,  Sir,  we  cant  expect  Perfection  in  any  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  still  I  humbly  conceive  the  Islands 
of  Candlemass  should  have  been  more  explicitly  mentioned  than  they  are  in  the  Prelim.  They 
have  an  absolute  Command  over  the  Mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  the  French  fully  sensible  of  their 
great  Importance  have  already  built  Fort  Balise  upon  one  of  them  which  is  really  the  kee  of  the 
great  southerly  mouth  of  the  River. 

Your  answer  to  my  Remark  on  the  7th  article  is  very  just — after  all  as  nothing  is  mentioned 
in  the  Preliminaries  about  a  reciprocal  Trade  with  the  French  on  the  sides  of  the  Mississippi  England 
remains,  by  the  Laws  of  Nations  in  full  Power  either  to  allow  or  to  forbid  it  at  any  time. 

If  there  be,  as  you  are  pleased  to  let  me  know,  a  Constant  method  of  restoring  Places  expressed 
in  few  words  and  well  understood  by  both  Parties,  then  Indeed  my  Remark  against  the  7th  article 
falls  to  the  ground. 

I  entirely  agree  with  you  Sir,  as  to  the  Deserts  of  our  Peace-makers  ;  I  look  on  the  defects  which 
appear  to  me  in  their  Prelim,  as  nothing  in  comparison  to  the  Immense  advantages  which  their 
great  abilities  have  procured  for  their  Country. 

I  am  greatly  surprised,  Sir,  that  any  Person  should  be  such  an  Utter  Stranger  of  the  Political 
Dispositions  of  your  Friends  at  Grantham  as  to  represent  them  to  you  averse  to  the  Preliminaries. 
Mrs  Easton,  Bacon,  etc  :  all  assure  you  as  well  as  myself,  that  except  M.  and  two  or  three  men  who 
wait  for  the  opinion  of  Lord  G.  every  man  of  any  knowledge  or  consequence  is  either  extremely 
pleased  or  at  Least  reconciled  with  the  known  Terms  of  Peace. 

To  conclude  a  very  long  Letter  with  an  examen  of  the  King  of  Prussia's  political  Conduct  would 
be  a  Task  both  tedious  and  unseasonable. 

One  thing  only  I  shall  observe  at  present  about  him  &  that  in  my  humble  opinion  his  actual 
proceedings  in  Germany  are  no  ways  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  nations. — For  his  war  against  the 
former  sovereign  of  Silesia  has  been  voted  a  War  of  the  Empire  by  most  of  the  Princes  and  Imperial 
Towns,  who  in  Consequence  have  supplyed  the  Emperor  with  Roman  Mouths  and  Troops,  so  as 
to  make  themselves  Parties  against  Prussia  to  all  intents  and  Purposes.  In  such  a  case  what  can 
be  more  fair  and  warrantable  than  to  force  the  above  Powers  at  least  into  a  Neutrality,  which,  if 
refused  can  never  be  more  justly  obtained  than  by  taking  from  them  if  possible  the  Sinews  of  War 
and  for  this  raising  Large  contributions  will  effectually  do. 

I  putt  off  the  next  opportunity  whatever  else  I  designed  to  write  I  fear  I  have  already  made  too 
free  with  your  Time  and  Patience — I  need  not  tell  you  anything  about  your  Friends  here,  as  you 
hear  very  often  from  Belton. 

My  wife  Joyns  with  [me]  in  the  Compliments  of  the  Season  to  yourself,  Sir,  Lady  Cust,  the 
young  Ladies  and  my  dear  Elder  Brother,  whose  Praises  I  hear  from  many  Points  of  the  Compass 
with  the  highest  Satisfaction — our  best  wishes  attend  Mrs  Savill  and  Peregrine  Cust. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most 

obliged  humble  servant 

Belton.  Jan:  the  15th,  1763.  Henry  Gibert. 


Lord  Chancellor  Henley  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

1763. 

Lord  Chancellor  presents  his  comps  to  Mr.  Speaker,  is  sorry  It  so  happens  but  He  has  given 
the  Living  of  Kilsmerden  to  the  Request  of  Mr.  Allen  of  Prior-Park. 


6  Feb.  1763. 


. 
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Lord  Chancellor  Henley  to  Sir  John  C'ust. 


To  the  Right  Honblk  the  Speaker  of  the  house  of  Commons. 

Dr  Sir, 

to  BrouJiton°UhulhTt  e  had  grea^Pleasure  to  hf ve  obliged  you  in  accepting  your  Recommendation 
.  but  lt  lb  imP°ssible,  for  I  had  before  promised  It  to  a  Friend  of  mine  at  Bath,  & 

have  given  the  same  answer  to  Mr.  Allen  who  applied  for  the  same  Living. 

I  have  the  Honr  to  be 

Yr  most  obedt  &  most 

_  _  Hum  :  Serv1 

9  Jan.  1763. 

Henley. 

Daniel  Newcome  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir,  Whimple.  Jan^v  10,  1763. 

cocks  weeV-K^  VvT611  ^  &  Uttle  disaPPointed  in  falling  short  of  my  promise  to  send  some  woocl- 

o°ttTh  mybeJhe  TC°mm01'  "riClty  0t,  ^  in  thiS  Part  °f  the  County  macle  impracticable 

to  get  them  here  and  a  very  odd  monopoly,  which  I  will  mention  for  the  singularity  of  it,  made 
rt  impracticable  to  procure  them  from  the  part  of  the  County  where  they  generally  are  verv  plentv 

IkenaarteaneIdva  "I1""  *  the  Jeuw  haVe  emPloy’d  a8^s  to  purchase  alfthat  are 

taken  at  an  advanced  price  on  condition  of  being  delivered  alive.  Thev  immediately  cut  off  their 

Rr e?Wnn  ’  t  ,  ^  &t^ted  certlfieate  that  their  blood  legally  spilt,  send  them  to  their  rich 
en  m  London.  This  mornings  coach  brings  two  couple  and  half,  which  will  be  in  Town 
on  Wednesday  evening. 

The  season  for  scallops  being  now  come  in,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  order  a  small  number 
to  be  pickled  and  sent  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  last  year's  Cyder  is  approved  of,  and  I  shall  with  great  pleasure 
endeavour  to  procure  some  at  the  proper  season,  which  I  hope  will  prove  at  least  equally  gLl. 

.  .  ,  "Tote  ,hf  'ar  when  I  received  the  honour  of  your  Letter  dated  the  28th  of  last  month 
which  by  some  neglect  did  not  come  to  my  hands  till  this  Minute.  The  small  number  of  woodcocks 

mention  d  above  are  already  on  the  Road.  But  I  will  give  orders  that  no  more  shall  be  sent  till 
the  time  you  have  fixed. 

I  shall  set,  out  tomorrow  for  Glamorganshire  to  spend  a  Fortnight  with  my  Brother.  At  mv 
tohonourme  pleaSUFe  endeavour  to  execute  any  commands  with  which  you  will  be  pleased 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  happy  Temper  of  the  present  Session.  The  most,  indeed 
t  e  on  y  difficult  part  is  well  over.  That  the  remaining  part  may  be  as  happy  in  event  as  it  is 

pleasing  m  prospect :  and  that  the  year  may  in  all  respects  prove  agreeable  and  happv  to  you  i^ 
the  sincere  wish  of 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  Faithful 

and  most  obedient  servant 

Dan  Newcome. 


Rev.  Henry  Gibert  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Feb.  20,  1763. 

Lady  Cust  and  the  Ladys  set  out  yesterday  from  Belton  in  good  Health  and  notwithstanding 
he  snow  which  is  actually  falling  apace,  their  Journey,  I  dare  say,  will  prove  agreable  to  them 
as  it  is  a  means  to  bring  the  whole  Family  together.  It  gives  me  great  Pleasure  that  the  Long 
continuance  of  the  late  Irost  has  not  had  a  bad  Influence  upon  your  Gout.  It  has  had  certainlv 
at  Tf  pUP°?  °1^  Proiects  here-  It  bas  rendered  hitherto  Impracticable  carrying  and  work  in  o- 
1  6  the  ,FrUlt,  WalIs’  an'd  the  Carriages  now  are  to  be  fully  employed  upon  the  Farm  for 

a  good  while  so  that  this  scheme  must  necessarily  be  putt  off  some  time  longer.  We  mav  fill  up 
nevertheless  (if  you  please  with  young  Trees  the  vacant  Places  in  the  present  Fruit  walls  ;  the  young 
Fht  Trees  will  be  got  from  the  Nurseryman  and  transplanted  before  the  end  of  next  week,  which! 

am  sure,  will  not  be  too  Late.  The  English  Elms  will  also  be  got  into  the  Ground— about  the 
same  time,  and  I  hope  soon  enough.  In  my  humble  opinion  such  should  have  been  got  as  are  grafted 
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on  Dutch  stocks  ;  this  method,  without  impairing  their  goodness,  makes  them  grow  a  great  deal 
faster,  but  this  may  easily  be  tryed  on  some  other  spot  at  any  time. 

The  Stone  Pitt  which  I  once  shewed  you  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  Heath  Warren  has 
been  opened  and  tryed.  Mr  Barker  set  \Villm  Grey  about  it,  the  stones  prove  very  white,  hard 
and  heavy  and  are  in  my  opinion  the  best  I  ever  saw  of  the  kind.  Grey  offered  thirty  shill  and 
paying  also  for  the  Carriage  for  two  Loads  in  the  rough  ;  the  frosty  air  to  which  they  have  hitherto 
being  exposed  has  had  no  ill  effect  upon  them — There  is  over  them  a  bed  of  Lime  Stone  which  I 
remember  was  formerly  used  ;  I  sent  to  my  House  for  the  man  who  rented  it,  he  assured  me  it  was 
far  better  than  any  about  us,  besides  its  utility  in  building  it  may  prove  of  vast  advantage  in  Im¬ 
proving  Lands. 

Mr  Kippis  was  yesterday  something  better  Nevertheless  I  take  him  to  be  in  a  decaying  state — 
Some  scheme  or  other  he  has  in  his  Head,  of  which  he. gave  me  some  Hints.  I  think  he  will  by  anti 
by  disclose  it  to  me  and  I  will  not  fail  with  his  Leave  to  acquaint  you  and  Lady  Cust  of  Belton 
with  it. 

My  wife  Joyns  with  me  in  our  Best  compliments  to  yourself,  Lady  Cust,  the  young  Ladies, 
Mr  Rector,  and  the  rest  of  the  Family  wheresoever  dispersed  over  the  face  of  the  Town. 

I  am  with  great  Regard  Dear  Sir 
Your  most  obedient  and 

most  obliged  humble  ser\rt 

Belton.  Feb.  the  20th,  1763.  Henry  Gibert. 

P.S. — I  have  been  lately  told  that  you  wanted  an  Estimate  of  the  Mudd  walls,  I  shall  not  fail 
to  get  you  one  as  soon  as  I  can  go  to  some  of  my  Friends  in  the  Vale. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Lincoln.  Monday,  March  7,  1763.) 

You  have  sent  me  great  Plenty  of  small  Talk,  wch  is  all  News  to  me  except  Sergt  Hewett's 
absence,  made  known  to  me  at  Ancaster  yesterday,  while  Turton  was  at  Dinner  with  me  there, 
&  the  consequence  was  that  I  spent  ye  Evening  writh  him  at  Wilsford  wch  he  took  kindly.  By  this 
means  I  learnt  by  accident  a  more  natural  account  of  my  being  left  out  of  his  Cause  at  this  Place 
some  Time  since,  than  I  wTas  aware  of,  &  I  begin  to  doubt  whether  Ld  James  had  so  much  Hand  in 
the  Thing  as  I  supposed  him  to  have  designedly.  Turton  set  forward  for  London  this  morning, 
&  I  for  this  Place,  where  I  arrived  before  your  Letter,  &  in  full  Time,  for  ye  Assizes  are  as  thin 
spread  as  I  ever  remember,  &  I  don’t  believe  the  Judge  wall  have  above  three  Causes.  No  kind 
of  Business  stirs  yet,  nor  is  any  Body  come  to  Town,  but  ye  Gaol  is  full  of  capital  offenders,  &  among 
them  are  three  to  be  tried  for  murder.  You  will  learn  from  Miss  Dolly  that  ye  Judge  made  me  a 
friendly  visit  at  Belton,  &  as  I  am  going  to  dine  w-ith  him  to  Day  your  News  comes  most  seasonably. 

The  Waters  are  so  surprizingly  out  in  ye  West  that  I  intend  to  go  to  Nottingham  by  Grantham 
&  you  may  tell  Scatus  that  he  may  suppose  me  at  Dinner  at  his  Parsonage  about  the  Time  of  this 
coming  to  Downing.  If  either  you  or  he  shd  see  Jackson,  I  beg  that  one  of  you  will  tell  him  that 
ye  little  Boxes,  wcd  he  sent  to  me  to  carry  to  Derby,  were  so  sadly  contrived  for  the  Purpose  of 
carriage  that  tho’  I  myself  carefully  placed  ’em  in  ye  midst  of  a  Bundle  of  Linnen,  the  Boxes  broke, 
and  ye  contents  are  become  not  only  disfigured  &  discoloured,  but  many  of  ye  Pieces  of  Oar  are 
pounded  to  Powder  to  ye  vast  Ruination  of  my  Linnen  &  Cloaths  &  other  Things  under  the  same 
Roof.  I  am  indeed  so  defeated,  that  if  I  don’t  get  back  to  Belton  in  two  Days,  I  shall  be  sans  a 
Shirt  to  wear. 

Tho’  there’s  but  little  to  do  here,  yet  I  shall  return  from  Dinner  but  just  before  ye  Post  goes  out  ; 
&  therefore  unless  some  thing  occurs  in  ye  mean  Time  no  more  will  be  added  but  that  I  hope  to 
hear  my  sister  is  better — that  I  left  every  Thing  to  be  settled  wdth  Barford  at  Easter — that  you 
don’t  say  wdiether  you  urged  to  Fidelle  ye  Impossibility  of  my  attending  Sessions,  and  that  I  am 
with  all  proper  Complimts, 

Yours  etc. 

F.  C. 

Qu  :  as  to  the  twenty-one  of  y6  Committee  ?  We  have  no  List  since  Thursday  last. 

P.S. — Wednesday,  March  9.  Belton. — I  was  too  late  for  the  Post  at  Lincoln  on  Monday,  & 
am  just  got  here  as  Ben  is  going  to  Grantham,  not  being  able  to  get  away  in  Time  to  go  by  Fulbeck. 
Your  news  was  w~ell  recd  by  ye  Judge,  &  Mr  Smith  desired  to  be  remember'd  to  you. 

Three  Causes  were  tried. 


H  H 


*i.  H 
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bm  John  Thorold  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Sir, 


Cranwell.  14  March  1763. 


If  1  did  not  think  that  the  Proposal  which  I  am  taking  the  Liberty  to  lav  before  vou  w  is 

intern nt  TCe  ®U2l®ientv  to  in^aSe  Speakers  Attention  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  have 
interrupted  your  Thoughts  for  one  moment  from  the  Business  of  the  Publio  R„V  J  IT  ® 

Irr:18111!  rh»airr to  be  *»  «»  s  iz:LZ  h.™.,  " 

able  ,hf  £|i  esf  ot  hw  Subjects,  I  rely  on  your  well-known  Candor  to  Rive  it  a'favour- 

Wkh  P  °m,  S,d,er  °f  the  m0St  like|y  &  e«eet«al  method  to  carry  it  into  Execution 

W.th  my  compliments  to  Lady  Cust  and  to  the  rest  of  your  Family,  I  execution. 

remain  Mr  Speakers 

most  obedient  servant 

p Q  John  Thorold. 

witog  rtfsrie«eT,COtt’  Wh°  l0dgeS  “  1Ir'  Neeps  SadlM  »  tha  Haymarket  knows  nothing  of  my 


Sir, 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Sir  John  Thorold.  (Draft.) 


,,  i  ..  1  ou8ht  much  sooner  to  have  acknowledged  the  Honor  of  your  Letter  of  Mar  16th  hut 

adjournment  “t  h  Se“i°n  h“  T  bus»'  tha«  a'»’  ^  I  rememW  t  Ze  o  jr 

my  ™  n  S°  m  ‘  6,1  UP  that  1  hai'6  SCarCe  had  a  which  I  con'd  call 

Nothing  can  better  deserve  the  serious  Attention  of  a  British  House  of  Commons  than  the  noble 

Zd„"t  T  y°U  TnT  ^  Wh6n  "e  are  eVer-V  Session  *™ting  Sums  of  mmiey  to  pronram  the 

Bluings  Slf?  °f  T  CTltry  ,"'e  shou’d  make  a  very  ill  Return  for  the  many  signal 
Jp  Trf  hi  God  Almighty  has  bestow  d  upon  Us  if  we  neglected  the  opportunity  which  the 
great  ab, lit, es.  Learning  &  Assiduity  of  Dr.  Kennicott  gives  us  of  having  God’s  Holy  Word  restored 
to  Us  as  it  was  dehverd  by  the  inspired  Writers.  ‘  restored 

The  Committee  of  Supply  was  closed  when  I  was  favour'd  with  your  Letter  &  consemien+lv 
soThP  t0°  ,ate,  t0  f'*ke  an^  steps  thls  Session  of  parliament.  But  I  sent  to  Dr.  Kennicott  who  was 
of  wh  lghnf  t0M  reakfaf  W1uh  ^  °ne  mornin2  &  1  had  some  conversation  with  Him  upon  the  subject 
Bu7e  r,  HM0  d  ;?r°bably  *ive  y°u  SOme  a™oun.t.  I  told  Him  that  I  wou’d  waft  upon  Lord 

5  promotentheS  CauP  fT^  was  Proro?ued  &  as  I  knew  how  ready  His  Ladship  was  at  all  Times 
*?,  P^a  6  the  CaUSe  of  Learnm£  Piety  A  true  Religion  I  was  in  great  hopes  that  he  wou'd  aive 

Session  YoeuCarT|emhnti6°  T*  &  pr°p0sition  heinS  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  next 
Tdn!!;/  ,  ,  S‘r  by  thls  tlme  acquainted  with  the  Alteration  which  has  happened  &  that 

6  PU  18  DeS,gn  T  executlon  which  his  intimate  Friends  have  known  that  he  had  resolved 

L7o "  C°nStant  C°mplaint  m  hlS  B°Wels  reS°lv’d  tipon,  viz.  ofquitting 

established  bv^ the C  ^  T+l  &  from  all  public  Business  as  soon  as  peace  was  fully 

established  bj  the  Conclusion  of  the  Definitive  Treaty.  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  apply 

uig  to  his  successor  Mr.  Grenville  &  do  every  thing  in  my  power  towards  enabling  Dr  '  Kennicott 

HaHonhaT  K  yf  to  complete  a  Book  which  will  do  so  much  Honour  to  Him  and  this 

Nation  and  be  of  such  essential  service  to  our  Holy  Religion. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Mr.  Speaker.  HiU  Street'  22  March  1763’  Tuesday. 

T  nemflivp  ;+eC<I-  ™orain2’  and  have  since  communicated  the  contents  where  you  desired 

JhatT  rtClt  imnc  ^  the  °b*°t  °f  the  ta*  of  this  year-But  I  observe  “e 

wU  inTme  r»P„T  T  reCede-'V’han  1  ^^u’d  to  dinner,  I  found  the  Enclose,  1  Paoer 
“  “l  ans"er  to  a0™  of  >’r  objections,  of  which  therefore  I  enclose-There  seems 
a  great  deal  of  Temper,  &  Candor  in  the  Person  principally  concernd,  but  I  am  afraid  not  a  thorough 
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conviction  that  so  much  ill  Humour  will  arise  upon  the  subject  as  you  expect,  and  as  I  apprehend 
likewise,  from  wht  I  hear  from  others  as  well  as  from  yourself.  I  have  been  somewhat  Indisposed 
for  some  days  with  a  tendency  to  my  old  complaint,  from  wch  I  have  had  recourse  to  my  old  Remedy, 
but  I  ventured  out  yesterday,  as  well  as  to-day  for  a  little  Time,  and  will  take  ye  first  opportunity 
to  call  upon  you  to  talk  over  this  Business,  wch  we  may  lament,  but  will  not  (as  I  think  at  present) 
be  possible  for  any  private  opinions  to  prevent. 

-  I  am  ever  faithfully  yours 

Egmont. 


Daniel  Newcome  to  Sir  John  Cust.  (Honiton.) 

Whimple.  Ap.  2,  1763. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  the  present  recess  affords  you  some  leisure  for  trifling  matters,  I  take  hold  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  writing  about  such.  But  before  I  take  upon  myself  the  execution  of  any  future  com¬ 
mission,  it  will  be  proper  to  explain  my  failure  in  that  to  furnish  woodcocks.  The  Person  I  had 
engag’d  for  that  purpose  was  immediately  after  I  left  this  country,  laid  up  by  the  rheumatism  and 
disabled  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  I  staid  longer  in  Wales  than  I  intended  and  it  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  go  out  at  all  myself  since  my  return. 

The  proper  season  for  making  Cyder  being  near  at  hand,  I  beg  leave  to  present  you  with  a  Hogs¬ 
head  of  my  ordinary  Cyder  to  be  drank  from  the  Cask  in  the  summer  months.  And  I  shall  be  glad 
of  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the  Cyder  I  shall  procure  for  bottling  ;  whether  the  same  sent  as 
the  last  which,  I  believe,  will  prove  higher  flavour'd  this  year  ;  or  a  rougher  and  more  masculine, 
or  a  sweeter  sort.  There  is  no  end  of  the  variety  with  which  this  country  abounds  ;  so  that,  if  I 
did  but  know  what  the  favourite  flavour  is  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  procuring  it. 

From  this  account  of  the  great  plenty  of  Cyder  made  in  this  Country,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that 
the  Duty  to  be  laid  upon  it  occasions  great  murmuring  and  uneasiness  among  the  people  in  general. 
But,  I  am  so  far  out  of  the  fashion,  as  to  think  that  if  it  proves  to  be  a  means  of  restraining  the 
licentious  abuse  of  it  among  the  lower  sort,  it  will  be  a  real  advantage  instead  of  an  injury  to  the 
Country,  which,  indeed,  I  have  met  with  some  few,  who  object  more  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
to  be  collected  than  to  the  thing  itself.  The  Word,  Excise,  drives  all  sorts  into  a  Phrenzy. 

I  found  at  my  Return  that  the  scallops  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  were  not  sent  so  soon 
by  a  month  as  I  ordered,  which  was  owing  to  a  scarcity  of  goodness  at  that  time.  I  hope  however 
that  they  came  safe  at  last. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  having  so  happily  passed  thro’  this  important  Session  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

I  am,  with  the  most  sincere  Respect 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  Faithful 

and  obedient  servant 

Dan.  Newcome. 


Benjamin  Kippis  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Apr1  1,  1763. 

HoNrd  Sr, 

Yr  Honrs  Letter  did  not  come  to  Grantham  till  this  morning,  as  we  have  no  person  to 
bring  any  Letters  from  Grantham  but  on  usual  post  Days,  cd  not  have  possibly  recd  it  till  tomorrow 
morning,  but  luckily  Mr  Crabtree  was  obligd  to  wait  of  Ld  Granby  at  Wilsford,  &  brought  yr  Hour3 
Letter  with  him  directed  for  me,  upon  sight  of  wch  I  imediately  paid  him  I2£  10s  :  he  did  not  stay 
any  longer  time  than  to  Receive  his  Cash  being  in  a  Hurry  to  speak  with  his  LdsP  before  he  leaves 
the  Country  wch  I  suppose  is  of  Sunday  or  Munday,  comes  no  more  to  Grantham  this  season.  I  am 
greatly  obligd  to  yr  Honr  for  yr  kind  Regard  to  my  Health  I  am  now  (thank  God)  very  well  again. 
Yr  Honr  may  depend  if  any  person  or  family  in  Grantham  went  by  the  Distemper,  that  I  shall  take 
both  Mr  Stancers  &  Mr  Rawlinson  s  Directions  accordingly.  Kindness,  Benevolence,  to  familys  in 
Distress  shows  Humanity  in  perfection. 

I  am  with  Duty  to  my  Lady  young  Ladys 

yr  Honr3  most  faithfull  &  obedient 

Benj  :  Kippis. 


H  h  2 
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George  Grenville  to  Sir  John  Gust. 


March,  17453. 

Mr.  Grenville  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Speaker  &  acquaints  him  that  in  pursuance  of 
his  Recommendation,  Capt.  Foster,  is  appointed  to  the  Command  of  the  Tamer. 

Admiralty.  26th  March  1763. 


George  Grenville  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sir, 


AdrrfiU  Office.  May  11,  1763. 


.  Vacancy  made  by  Dr  Fanshaws  death  is  of  the  Canonry  to  which  the  Divinity  Pro¬ 
fessorship  is  annexe!  &  will  probably  be  given  to  one  of  the  other  Canons  of  X*  Church  in  whose 
room  the  D.  of  Marlboroughs  friend  Mr.  More  (to  whom  the  King  understands  he  has  been  W 
engaged  for  the  first  Vacancy)  will  I  believe  be  appointed  the  new  Canon.  In  this  situation  it  will 
?  A™P<^Slb  e  1  ,am  atraid  for  Mr-  Cust  t°  succeed  especially  considering  the  many  engagements 
of  this  .Nature  already  taken  &  that  the  usual  time  of  Service  for  the  Chaplain  of'the  House  of 
Commons  is  not  yet  elapsed  however  as  his  Claim  cannot  fail  of  success  in  the  usual  manner  &  at 
the  usual  time  it  is  of  less  importance  to  him  than  to  any  other  Clergyman  whose  pretensions  depend 
entirely  upon  favour,  notwithstanding  which  it  woud  have  been  a  very  sincere  pleasure  to  me  if 
1  coud  have  contributed  to  your  wishes  in  this  instance  as  it  will  allways  be  in  every  other  from 
Truth  and  Respect  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Rt.  Honble  The  Speaker. 


Dear  Sir 

your  most  obedient 

&  most  faithful)  humble  servant 

George  Grenville. 


Earl  of  Bute  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

April  1763. 

Lord  Bute  presents  his  comp  ts  to  Sir  John  Cust  and  is  extremely  sorry  to  find  that  the  Indul¬ 
gence  His  Majesty  has  shewn  to  Mr.  Legrand.  in  Suffering  Him  to  sell  the  Lieutenancy,  should  be  in 
any  respect  detrimental  to  His  Lncle  Mr.  Cust:  but  His  Majesty  has  consented  to  This,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  Promise  which  He  made  Mr.  Legrand  as  early  as  when  He  first  came  to  the  throne  : 
It  is  therefore  impossible  to  prevent  the  Evil,  which  gives  Lord  Bute  real  concern,  as  He  shall 
always  feel  Himself  interested  in  what  relates  to  Sir  John  Cust  or  any  of  His  Family. 

South  Audley  Street.  April  7th,  1763. 


Earl  of  Bute  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Lord  Bute  presents  his  compts  to  Sir  Jno  Cust,  and  is  extremely  sorry  that  in  what  related  to 
the  Lieutenency  of  the  \  eoman  of  the  Guard  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  act  agreably  to  his  Wishes, 
&  in  favor  of  his  Uncle  Mr.  Cust,  he  is  happy  however  in  having  been  more  successful  with  respect 
to  his  second  Request,  having  the  Honor  to  acquaint  him,  that  he  has  already  spoken  to  the  King, 
who  is  graciously  pleased  to  grant  Mr.  Cust  the  Indulgence— he  desired  of  disposing  of  his  Commission. 

S°  Audley  Street.  April  11th,  1763. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax.  (Draft.) 

My  Lord, 

My  Uncle  Mr.  Savile  Cockayne  Cust  having  in  pursuance  of  His  Majesty's  gracious  per¬ 
mission  agreed  to  surrender  his  employment  of  Ensign  of  His  Majesty's  Yeoman  of  the  Guard  to 
Cheret  Jones  Esqr  who  is  at  present  second  exempt  of  that  Corps  I  shou’d  be  much  obliged  to  your 
Ladship  for  your  assistance  in  procuring  the  proper  warrent  for  swearing  Mr.  Jones  into  the  said 
office  of  Ensign. 


» a 
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My  Lord,  Downing  Street.  April  22nd,  1763. 

Bute  to  "’’“"r™7  Applioation  <»>«»>Sh  Lord 

meats  of  Ensign  and  Clerk  of  the  Cheque  hr  the  Corns o^H^mT"^^  dWpOSf  "f  hi*  EmP>°y- 
Rs  I  understand  that  the  method  of  unnt'  ■  ,h  *  jesty  s  \eomen  ot  the  Guard  and 


Earl  of  Halifax  to  Sir  John  C'ust. 


Sir, 


St.  James’s.  26th  April  1763. 


you  *,he  crrts ,? your  Letter  °f  the  2m  **«*. 

&  Clerk  of  the  Checiue  in  r  J  e  ornrnarids  lor  allowmg  Savile  Cockayne  Cust  Esqr  Ensign 
employments!6  “m"  der’d  b/Z  “fH-^iestys  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  to  dispose  of  his  said 
to  agree  to  that  Bluest  V  h '  r  I  T  aotiuamt  >'ou-  that  His  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased 
Captain  of  the  said  Corps  d,re°ted  *°  SIg“fj'  the  sa™  »  tha  Lord  Viscount  Falmouth, 

I  am,aSirVery  glad  °f  thiS  °PP°rtunity  of  ass™f?  of  that  perfect  Truth  &  Respect  with  which 


Rt.  Honble  The  Speaker. 


your  most  obedient 

Humble  servant 

Dunk  Haxifax. 


Earl  of  Halifax  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Sir, 


St.  James’s.  27th  April  1763. 


yesterday  bTthTfC  be°bllged  *°  mabe  an  Alteration  in  what  I  had  the  Honour  to  write  to  you 

C^tata  of  the  Yeomen  of  ZT  Tv,  °n  ‘°  ^  Cu8t :  But  tha  L°rd  Viscount  Falmouth, 
theP inclosed  Cony  of  a  p  /nZ  &  di  havln«  smrce  represented  to  His  Majesty,  as  you  will  see  by 
+W  r  uy  ,  f  ,  P  P  received  trom  Hls  Lordship  that  the  Office  of  Clerk  of  the  Checiue  to 

to  disno?3  f8!^80  ^!6  7  m  HlS  aPP°intrne^»  &  consequently  that  the  permitting  the  present  Clerk 
to  dispose  of  It  wdl  be  a  great  Hardship  &  prejudice  to  his  Lordship  :  Upon  thfs  Stlte  of  the  Case 

ta“uest  o°  dispoTeyo0fUHhaVH,S  ^  the  Sa™  ^  HUentlon  o,  allow 

-me  PeZLontT  ZShfpZfZ’  **  ““  ‘b°™  ‘ba 

I  am  with  great  Truth  and  Respect 

Sir 

your  most  obedient 

D.  ,,  „  ,  ,  humble  servant 

Right  Honble  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart.  r  „ 

Dunk  -Halifax* 


Earl  of  Halifax  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

of  ZchSue  thl  vm°“th  hfa!,  made  U  rePreSfm‘ati<m  (oopy  enclosed)  that  the  office  of  Clerk 

Z  permiu  I  Z  TT  t  .  ^  is  absolutely  id  his  appointment  ami  consequently  that 

MaiePryTtm  holet P  1  *?.d!8J>0“  °‘  U  vi“  be  of  «reat  Prejudice  to  his  Lordship!  H,s 

Majesty  still  however  contmues  in  his  intention  of  allowing  Mr.  Cust  to  sell  his  ensigncy  but  cannot 


' 


- 
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extend  for  the  above  reasons  the  same  permission  to  the  clerkship  of  the  Cheque.  The  representa¬ 
tion  referred  to,  Mr.  Oust  did  not  buy  the  ensigncy.  If  every  person  be  allowed  to  sell  thoueh 
they  have  not  bought,  it  will  be  a  great  prejudice  to  the  corps.  When  the  late  Duke  of  Manchester 
was  appointed  Captain  of  the  Guard  Mr.  Stanley,  a  relation  of  the  Earl  of  Derbv  who  preceded 
the  Duke  as  captain  was  also  Clerk  of  the  Cheque.  The  Duke  then  informed  His  late  Majestv, 
that  he  had  a  right,  as  the  King  upon  his  application  has  given  permission  to  his  uncle  Mr.  Savile 
Cockayne  Cust  to  dispose  of  his  employments  of  ensign  and  clerk  of  the  Cheque  in  the  corps  of  the 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard.  Understanding  that  the  method  of  granting  these  places  is  by  a  warrant 
to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  which  arises  in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office,  requests  the  Earl  to  receive 
His  Majesty  s  command  for  that  purpose. 


Rev.  R.  Cooper  to  Sir  John  Cost. 


Mr.  Speaker, 


May  10,  1763. 


the  -fost  is  Just  g°i^g  out,  I  presume  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  immediately  enter  upon 
the  subject  we  discoursed  about  the  last  time  I  had  the  honour  to  wait  on  you. 

On  Sunday  Evening  I  went  to  Chelmsford  and  spent  a  good  part  of  the  next  day  in  making 
particular  enquiries  into  the  value  of  the  living  of  Sandon,  which  amounts  to  200£  per  ami  •  but 
it  seems  that  the  right  of  patronage  claimed  by  our  College  is  liable  to  be  litigated.  And  since  it 
is  impossible  to  foreknow  what  will  be  the  issue  of  a  controversy  ;  since  a  second  presentation  to 
the  living  of  Allmgton  cou’d  not  be  secured  to  me  without  some  difficulty,  being  under  apprehen¬ 
sions  lest  I  should  lose  both  livings,  I  have  given  up  all  pretensions  to  Sandon,  and  have  determined 
to  remain  in  statu  quo. 

Give  me  leave,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  friendlv  recep¬ 
tion  you  gave  me,  for  the  frankness  of  your  conversation,  and  for  your  manifest  willingness 'to  have 
complied  with  my  request,  if  you  coud  have  done  it  without  impropriety.  The  difficulties  you 
was  under  I  was  aware  of,  and  therefore  did  not  apply  to  you  without  reluctance  :  being  sensible 
that  to  ask  a  favour  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  at  one  time  for  one  person  and  in  a  few  months  after, 
the  very  same  thing  to  be  granted  to  another  person,  when  perhaps  he  woud  not  attend  to  a  distinct 
explanation  of  the  case,  woud  appear  inconsistent,  and  consequently  unbecoming  you  considered 
in  a  private  capacity,  &  much  more  so  in  that  high  and  public  station,  which  you  so  reputably  till. 


I  am,  Mr.  Speaker, 
your  most  obliged  &  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

Cambridge.  May  10,  1763.  R,  Cooper. 

Be  pleased  to  pay  my  comply  to  your  Brother,  the  Counsellor. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


My  dear  Sr  John, 


Stamford,  2  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  ye  11th  of  May  (1763  . 


After  parting  at  Bell-Barr  wee  had  a  winterlike  dull  journey  however  got  well  to  Bajdock 
soon  after  7.  v'ee  breakfasted  at  Biggleswaid  ye  next  morning,  M»  Rugely  from  Potton  met  us- 
there,  &  she  vrill  assist  me  about  nerse  (Smith)  y*  her  future  life  may  be  comfortable.  The  Bishop 
of  Lincoln  came  just  after  wee  had  breakfast  &  made  us  a  visit  at  ye  Inn,  he  ask'd  me  in  so  friendlv 
a  manner  to  dine  with  him  at  ve  Pallace  that  I  accepted  of  it,  &  indeed  w^ee  pass’d  3  houres  with 
him  very  agreeably  there  &  both  young  and  old  like  ye  place,  &  should  approve  to  see  more  of  it, 
wee  stay’d  so  long  it  was  near  9  o'clock  before  wee  got  to  Stilton  our  young  gentleman  made  us 
both  merry  &  happy  all  ye  way  &  wree  miss  him  extremely  at  this  time,  however  thank  god  wee 
parted  in  good  health  after  breakfast  &  I  please  myself  he  will  not  have  an  unpleasant  ride  to  Cam  : 
today.  I  hope  to  hear  y°  &  ye  alderman  gott  well  to  Town  without  meeting  Collectors,  I  write 
from  this  place  fearing  I  should  not  have  an  opportunity  to  write  to-night  from  Belton,  &  I  think 
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you  will  be  a  good  deal  satisfyed,  as  wee  are  so  far  safe  on  our  Journey  home,  tho’  if  I  have  any¬ 
thing  particular  to  send  word  off  I  will  write  again  to-morrow.  Ye  Rector  is  just  come  inn,  &  ye 
eldest  Miss  Winkfield  with  kindest  com  :  as  due  and  repeated  Thanks  for  ye  great  pleasure  y°  and 
yr  family  always  give  me  when  wee  are  together. 

I  remaine 

yr  ever  most  Affect  :  mother 

&  Faithfull  Friend 

A.  Cust. 

Yr  sisters  desires  their  best  compliments  I  shall  long  to  hear  of  ye  Counsellor,  hear  are  many 
kind  inquirys  after  y°  and  La  :  Cust. 


Anne,  Lady  Cust,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Thursday.  May  ye  12th,  63. 

Dr  Sr  John 

Thank  God  wee  gott  safe  here  about  seven  last  night,  our  dumb  creatures  as  well  as  our¬ 
selves,  travelled  in  good  spirits  all  ye  way.  I  found  everything  in  good  order,  &  a  much  better 
verdure  than  I  expected,  &  they  have  had  I  believe,  rain  enough.  I  have  two  reasons  for  writing 
to  y°  this  post,  ye  first  is  to  tell  y°  how  much  pleas’d  I  was  with  Brownlowes  company,  for  I  think 
him  vissibly  improved  with  being  at  Cambridge  in  every  respect.  Ye  next  is,  Mr  Gibert  finding  you 
had  not  told  me  of  ye  Mirraculous  Draught  of  Fishes  is  in  fear  his  letter  to  you  (wch  travel' d  at  ye 
same  time  with  vrs  to  him)  should  not  have  come  safe  to  you,  there  being  inclosed  a  receit  for 
Mr  Havwoods  money,  &  if  y°  let  us  know  y°  have  not  recd  it,  he  will  send  a  fresh  receit.  I  am  much 
pleas’d  wth  ye  acct  they  give  me  of  ye  rejoycings  yt  was  made  here  on  ye  oth  instant,  for  they  made 
none  at  all  at  Grantham  wch  I  think  was  veryr  strange.  I  found  C’apt  :  Geo  :  Cart  :  here  he  is  come 
expecting  Ld  Granby  would  be  here  this  week.  They  expect  my  Lord  at  Gran  :  to-morrow  or  next 
day,  in  his  way  to  Wilsford.  Mr  Cart  :  senior  I  suppose  will  be  here  tonight  or  to-morrow,  as  he 
is  coming  from  London.  Wee  should  some  of  us  have  wrote  of  our  safe  arrivall  here  to  Lady  Cust 
if  I  had  not  wrote  to  y°  therefore  desire  y°  won’t  omitt  leting  my  Lady  know  with  all  our  kind 
compliments,  also  ve  same  to  Missess,  with  proper  ones  to  Mrs  Kelly.  I  had  this  morning  a  leter 
from  Doctor  Cust,  that  his  degree  was  confer'd  upon  him  last  Monday,  he  don't  think  of  coming 
into  Lincolnshire  till  July.  Yr  kindness  to  me,  my  Dear,  at  all  times  affords  me  most  pleasing 
reflections  &  I  hope  you  are  assured  I  am 

with  great  sincerity 

yr  most  Affect  :  mother 

&  Faithful  Friend 

A.  Cust. 

Capt.  Cart  :  y«  sisters  Mr  &  Mrs  Gibert  &  ye  Manton  famely  are  now  round  ye  fireside,  &  all  desire 
their  best  Com  :  to  y°  my  Lady  &  missess. 

Ye  person  yt  was  to  marry  Molly  Briggs,  is  gon  from  Gran  :  today  to  Sr  J’’  Fielding,  being  y e 
Cheat  that  wTas  several  times  advertiz'd  in  ye  newspapers. 

(Miss  Dolly  will  be  oblig’d  to  Sr  John  to  send  ye  enclos’d  as  directed  before  its  put  in  ye  waiscoat 
pocket.  Mr  Gibert  thinks  his  money  will  be  in  danger  if  this  receit  to  Mr  Haywood  has  fallen  into 
■other  hands.) 


See  Joseph  Yorke  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Hague.  August  5th,  1763. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Letter  of  the  19th  past,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Peregrine 
Cust  &  am  much  indebted  to  you  for  bringing  me  acquainted  with  him  &  his  amiable  fellow'  Travellers. 
We  endeavour’d  to  shew  ourselves  in  our  best  colours  to  the  Ladies  &  I  flatter  myself  they  will 
make  a  favorable  report  to  you,  both  of  the  Country  &  its  Inhabitants  my  only  quarrel  with  them 
was  the  shortness  of  their  stay,  as  I  think  they  would  have  been  better  pleased  still  if  they  had 


•  • 
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spent  a  few  days  more  in  this  Town.  Amongst  all  the  rennrtQ  T  wid.  fi 

advantage  I  am  sure  they  will  have  the  goodnfss  to  dwell  upon  one  Truth  which  i°thTn  *° 

attachment  &  Esteem  with  which  I  have  long  had  the  Honor"  be  ° 

Sir 

your  most  obedient 

&  devoted  humble  servant 

Joseph  Yorke. 

Amsterdan^the  M  ■£?***  ^  '*"*  wi‘h  Bother  in  perfect  health  for 


Right  Honble  Sir  John  Cust. 


Thomas  Sentence  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

gmj  Gibraltar.  Sept*  11th,  1703. 

Z&k  ?  “Hr 

■tr  ii-  i^c,  r  '  c’  etc  ’  rea^y  want  words  to  express  the  Loss  of  him  •  His  Xame  is 

years  Si  fo^  hi  ®  T7  S°ber  honest  mau  He  has  served  upwida  of  Twenty 

ont  Pen  1 «  1  Services  18  in  h°Pes  ot  not  onIY  getting  his  discharge,  but  of  getting  to  he  an 

nP„  r"  :  f  y°llecan  W“hoUt  much  trol,bIe  ba  of  service  to  him,  it  will  be  doiS  me  an  ertra 
T  fFy  . avour  ’  as  'f  be  succeeds.  He  is  determined  to  come  back  here,  to  act  in  his  Station  writ 
I  must  acknowledge  would  be  an  infinite  satisfaction  to  me.  as  He  is  one  that  may  be  trusted  a , mther 
reason  for  his  returning  is,  that  he  has  a  wife  and  two  children  here.  His  wife' who  is  really  a  near 
sober,  motherly  woman,  has  been  for  years  past.  Housekeeper  to  my  lecelsor  mT Hay  who' 
IcT  H°refy’  “d  faithtU'1  Ser'  ices  left  h«  ‘o  the  amount  of  £50;  there  ts^t a ^  person  in 
he  ,l  ‘at  d°eS  nct  glVe  her  an  exceedmg  good  character  ;  and  I  have  been  so  lucky  to  retain 

X  cleanfy  and  ctiefllirof  mT”  "  agf ',and  1  *><>%  «ad  »h«  answers  her  character,  being 
T  nH  •  “  i  U  ef  f  ^  Children,  ;  and  these  circumstances  consider’d  you  wont  blame  me 

I  hope  m  endeavouring  to  serve  one,  who  is  of  such  consequence  to  me. 

Cant  STnn,-rrtfiny  wm!  Care  i°f  Mercer  the  first  opportunity,  but  Green  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
Capt.  Turns,  of  the  Artillery,  have  both  promised  me  their  concurrence. 

goodness^* Tknow *wd 1 1  "excuse° “  *°  °CCasi°ned  this  furth«  ^ble,  which  your 

I  am  with  my  compliments  to  all  of  the  name  of  Cust,  and  with  due  regard 


Sir 


your  much  obliged,  & 

most  Humb  :  Serv1 

Thos.  Sentence. 


Thomas  Sentence  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sir,  Gibraltar.  Nov*  26th,  1763. 

with  Mr  SWrVttr7r  °bliging,  letter  °f  the  8th  instant’  am  very  sorry  you  had  no  acquaintance, 
with  Mr.  Sloper,  therefore  cannot  expect  you  should  lay  yourself  under  anv  obligation  to  a  stranger 

OIV,m^  aJCO,Unt'  1  fm  extremelY  sensible  of  your  good  intentions  towards  me.  when  in  your  power" 
and  shall  always  acknowledge  the  many  obligations  I  have  already  receiv’d  •  Y  P  » 

•  JZl  g00dness  advisinf  me-  that  if  I  should  succeed,  it  should  not  drop  for  want  of  securitv 

or  / donlir  UCe  °v!  ifT  fndeavours  to  serve  me  and  merits  more  than  I  am  able  to  pay  at  present" 
A.P  t  fi'er  Shn  ’  but  !f  a  gratefu11  acknowledgment  of  all  your  services,  can  in  anv  wavs  be 
acceptable,  they  will  never  be  forgot  ;  Gibraltar  agrees  very  well  with  me  and  I  like  my  “situation 
an  appointment :  and  the  Douceurs  attending  it,  and  I  am  no  ways  uneasy  at  the  obligations  of 
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my  Residence  here  save  the  depriving  me  of  my  friends’  company  at  Grantham,  which  I  would  not 
deprive  myself  off,  on  any  acc*  but  one,  the  future  happiness  of  my  dear  children.  This  I  hope  will 
plead  my  excuse  : 

I  am  glad  Capt’  Strachan  &  spouse  like  their  habitation  at  Barston,  and  that  they  merit  your 
esteem,  a  continuance  of  it  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  me. 

I  look  upon  myself  in  duty  bound,  to  serve  Mercer  on  your  acc4,  but  as  yet,  it  has  not  been  in 
my  power,  what  was,  he  refused,  but  as  soon  as  I  have  an  opportunity,  he  shall  not  be  forgot. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  Lady  Cust  and  all  the  family  and  am 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  serv* 

Thos.  Sente vce. 


Earl  of  Halifax  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Sir, 


Great  George  Street. 

Teusday  Night,  Jan.  ye  24th,  1764. 


His  Majesty  has  informed  me  tonight  that  he  intends  to  be  at  the  House  of  Lords  to-morrow,, 
in  order  to  pass  the  Bill  preparatory  to  the  Bill  of  Naturalization  of  the  Hereditory  Prince,  and 
that  his  Majesty  wished  it  may  be  sent  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  so  that  he  may  give  his  assent 
to  it  at  one  o’th.  Clock  to-morrow  ;  for,  if  it  be  defer’d.  it  will  be  very  inconvenient  to  the  Prince's 
Journey,  who  wishes  to  be  present.  The  King  has  ordered  me  to  send  him  an  answer  at  latest 
by  eight  o’th.  clock  whether  the  Business  will  be  ready  for  him  at  the  House  of  Lords  by  one  o’th 
Clock,  but  as  this  is  impossible,  be  so  good  to  send  me  a  Line  or  two  on  the  subject  the  moment 
you  are  up  in  the  morning. 

I  am  Sir 

your  most  faithfull 

&  obedient  humble  servant 


Dunk  Halifax. 


As  his  Majesty's  orders  are  precise  with  respect  to  Information  on  the  subject  before  eight  I  must 
beg  an  immediate  answer. 


Rev.  Richard  Easton  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Grantham.  Janu :  28,  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  a  letter  this  day  from  Cambridge  informing  me  that  in  Consequence  of  your  Recom¬ 
mendation  of  my  son  to  the  Bp  of  London  he  hath  Directions  from  his  Lordships  Secretary  to  send 
up  his  Xtian  name  and  you  have  my  most  grateful  acknowlegments  of  this  favour  done  to  my 
Family.  May  Divine  Providence  increase  daily  all  your  earthly  happiness  &  may  you.  Lady  Cust 
and  every  Branch  of  your  most  amiable  and  most  obliging  Family  long  very  long  enjoy  every  terres¬ 
trial  bliss.  Our  most  respectful  Complts  await  you  all  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obliged  devoted  serv* 

RiCHd  Easton. 


Also  letter  from  Mr.  F.  Easton  (Feb.  3)  announcing  success. 


Cornelius  Lenton  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Mr.  Speaker. 

I  am  mutch  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  of  your  Letter,  and  the  readiness  which  yon 
express  of  serving  my  nephew  when  it  shall  be  in  your  power.  I  am  very  sensible  that  there  must 
be  many  persons  waiting  for  any  thing  that  may  fall,  and  therefore  am  very  willing  to  wait  your 
own  Leisure  and  Opportunity  ;  Mr.  Counsellour  Cust  was  so  obliging  as  to  call  upon  me  in  your 

I  I 


. 
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HrS-3‘rr'  =^= 

3  si iriSftfra =—ss,x .  z  2t 

-hich  I  humbly  hope  you  will  excuse  the  trouble  of  iromf0"  H°n°"r  ‘hankS  by  a  Letter 

Sir, 

your  much  obliged 

Grantham  ye  31  Janrv  17G4.  Servant, 

Corn8  Lexton. 


Earl  of  Guilford  to  Sir*  John  Cust. 

Dear  S'*,  Waldershare.  Oct.  ye  7th,  1764. 

of  niaking^hif  earhest^nquir^aft^^our^L^tl^lrthar  L-ly  Gtulford  *  I  were  desirous 

with  you.  We  fear  you  will  ho  m  Yn  ^  T  i  f  *hat  of  my  LadY  &  the  whole  family  that  are 
-out  of  the  road  we  shall  takp  ;+  oc  ated  at  Dover’  ai*d  as  Waldershare  would  be  very  little 

honor  to  repose  yourselves  here  till  t-o^ha™  ^  1  YT’  &  yOUr  Wh°Ie  coraPaiW  will  do  us  the 

Hazard  of  your  Clth  proved  on  I  t  d  ^  *Tatlgue  °f  your  ™ya8e  *  &  ™y  without 

to  hear  of  your  ^  L°ndon*  We  ShaU  be  extreamly  happy 

you  give  us  leave  to  send  a  person  to  shew" voiTth0  l°°+1  aS  I°f  comply  with  our  request  and  that 
with  me  in  desiring  you  mv  Ladv  A-  the  d  j  best  road  to  thls  Pla°e-  Lady  Guilford  joins 
to  beleive  me  7  7’  6  Wh°le  famlly>  to  °™  best  comphments  &  I  beg  you 

Dear  Sr 

Your  most  obedient 

&  affectionate  Humble 

Servant 

Guilford. 


W.  R.  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

-u„  tji  .  ,  Paris.  October  29th,  1764. 

•*  preC"^  S  SZZSLTl  7"  T**  ^  ^  to° 

do  inform  you  early  why  we  had  laid  -J.  1  haV6  n°thl“?  matenal  to  ^e-But  I  was  willmg 

questions  which  were  expected  to  be  treated  ve'T***  hi °  °r  at  least  for  y6  Present— The 

has  given  up  the  point  which  thev  had It/  Y  des  Etats  are  eatirely  d™Pd  &  ye  Court 

had  so  much  interested  the  body  which  form*  mamtain' d  last  year  &  ye  decision  of  which 

a  majority  of  each  of  ye  3  estatesTs  nt!  “  thre,e  f tates  *  Ye  DutOhy  of  Boulogne,  so  that 

There  are  mnv  nfL  t  n  f  necessary  to  conclude  any  resolution  of  ye  Province. 

will  be  so  successful  in  these  as  in form 1  ^  ™&dy  be  mov’d’  as  they  probably  think  they 
-of  ye  roads  from  Nantes  to  La  RochellP  th  u  ^  haVe  heard  SUCh  dlsmal  accounts  of  ye  badness 
■South  by  ye  great  road  of  Lvo!  *7°*  T  establish’d  *"**•  that  our  resolve  to  go  to  ve 

by  ye  coast  road  to  Parisf-I  find 

•ordinary  extension  of  ye  power  usurp'd  by  Pari  -  The  Ionian?  beg“to  be  weary  of  the  extra' 
-given  here  to  ye  Inoculation  &  free  expor-taB™  r  *  -  t  u  d  vexatlous  opposition  they  have 

fied  to  conduct  a  great  nXn  in  Its  economic^  •  halshewn  the  maJordy  to  be  no  way  quali- 

xepresented  with  spirit  to  ye  Publick  &  this  PubliH^'  •  Tbeir  wea^nesses  and  blunders  have  been 
against  ye  Jesuits  or  an  Archbishop  ’o^PaH.  ^  gw  C°nSlder  them  formidabIa  champions 
regulating  ye  finances  of  y^ISngdom  ’  t0  ^  task  they  would  vainly  “  of 

to  has  been  made  of  5" sum  to  be  rais'd  “  «>* 

&  that  this  whotesum  wrn ’not  exceed  2  In  IhLs” 'T^"7  EmP1°-'™"ts  b*ve  been  mortgag'd, 
its  present  adverse  value  but  at  it«  nrcr-~  1  »  ‘  s  er  in8  computing  ye  value  of  the  change  not  at 

Ministry,  this  certaSy  wo^M  be  ^Znif  ealLTtvw"  ^  \b°'d  *'  "  Eat™g 

Y*  complaints  no  doubt  would  be  great  as  ve  nrp  .p  '  °  getting  nd  of  these  gentlemen— though 

more  money  than  their  primitive  value  *•  ^th  ?  ^  Posessions  of  these  employments  have  paid 

eir  primitive  value  &  there  must  ensue  some  Confusion  before  ye  different 
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branches  of  ye  Court  of  Judicature  could  be  putt  upon  another  footing— The  affairs  of  this  Kingdom 
are  at  present  near  a  very  great  Crisis  for  besides  ye  disputes  with  their  Parfis  which  are  still  real 
&  serious,  there  is  a  strong  surmise  of  one  kind  of  Bankrupcy  being  suspected,  &  it  must  soon  come 
to  Light. 

The  Comptroller  General  about  this  time  of  ye  year  forms  his  plan  for  ye  whole  finances  of  ve 
Kingdom  &  gives  it  in.  to  ye  K.  &  Ministers  distinguishing  ye  particular  sums  he  destines  for  ye 
several  Departments  &  answers  in  most  respects  to  wht  we  call  opening  ye  Budij:t.  ’Tis  pretended 
that  just  now  he  has  given  in  his  plan,  which  cannot  possibly  be  executed,  but  by  admitting  one 
of  these  alternatives,  either  a  considerable  reduction  in  ye  departments  of  La  Guerre,  La  Marine, 
CEconomie  Royalle  (like  our  Civil  List)  or  a  reduction  of  Interest  upon  all  ye  Debts,  which  bore 
5  pr  cent  to  bear  only  4  pr  c*  &  this  reduction  to  be  made  not  by  a  tender  of  reimbursing  ye  capital 
to  those  who  should  refuse  (or  rather  not  incline)  to  accept  of  this  reduction ;  if  this  shall  prove  true, 
it  would  to  all  extents  &  purposes  be  a  declar’d  bankrupcy,  &  must  have  dismal  effects  upon  their 
credit  or  rather  totally  destroy  it — the  Rumivr  has  already  lowered  all  these  funds  under  ye  above 
description  to  near  20  pr  cl  Discount  or  indeed  more  properly  stopt  every  kind  of  negociation  upon 
them  at  present  Nothing  but  absolute  necessity  can  justify  such  a  conduct,  &  we  shall  soon  see 
if  such  a  necessity  does  exist — 

We  were  very  sorry  upon  our  arrival  at  Brussels  to  find  you  &  family  had  left  it  that  same  day, 
my  fellow  travellers  join  me  in  presenting  our  best  respects  to  ye  Ladies  &  all  yr  good  family.  I 
shall  always  be  happy  to  receive  &  execute  any  commands  you  and  yr  friends  shall  do  me  ye  honour 
to  give  me.  Letters  directed  to  me  at  Messrs  Vandenquer  &  Co.  will  be  regularly  forwarded  &  if 
I  can  find  anything  during  my  residence  in  ye  Southern  parts  of  France,  worthy  of  being  com¬ 
municated  to  you,  I  shall  again  make  use  of  ye  Privilege  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  allow  me  in 
being  yr  correspondent — We  sett  out  in  a  few  days  for  Fontainebleue  and  so  to  Lyons,  etc.  etc. 

I  always  am  in  great  truth  &  with  great  Respect, 

Honble  Sir 

yr  most  obed*  Serv* 

W.  R. 

P.S.  yr  late  troublesome  Member  Mr.  W.  sett  out  from  this  last  week  to  meet  his  worthy  associate- 

ye  Revd  Mr.  C - 11  at  Boulogne,  such  wise  heads  must  no  doubt  strike  at  something  clever  & 

interesting  to  ye  Publick. 


Sib  John  Gust  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (Draft.) 

Belton  Near  Grantham.  July  21st,  1765. 

My  Lord, 

By  leaving  Town  this  day  sennight  &  being  detained  upon  a  visit  to  a  Relation  a  day  or 
two  longer  than  I  expected  I  did  not  receive  the  Honour  of  Your  Grace’s  of  ye  21st  till  my  arrival 
at  this  place  this  morning. 

I  am  sensible  of  ye  Honour  wch  your  Grace  has  done  me  in  inclosing  to  me  a  Letter  from  the- 
Prineess  Amelia  to  your  Grace  &  am  much  oblig’d  by  ye  favour  of  your  own  opinion.  It  cannot  but 
give  me  ye  greatest  uneasiness  &  disquietude  to  be  thought  to  stand  in  Competition  with  any  Branch 
of  ye  Royal  Family,  but  my  Lord  my  Brother  has  now  serv'd  ye  House  of  Commons  above  four  years 
as  Chaplin  &  I  need  not  tell  your  Grace  that  this  is  beyond  ye  usual  time  of  service  &  it  is  consider¬ 
able  above  three  years  since  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleas’d  to  promise  the  House  that  he  wou’d 
provide  for  Him  and  when  I  apply’ d  for  a  C’anonry  of  Christ  Church  I  was  told  two  years  ago  that 
my  Brother  must  be  confin’d  to  one  of  ye  Three  Churches  of  Windsor,  Westminster  &  Canterbury, 
but  that  he  might  fix  his  choice  upon  ye  first  vacancy  in  any  of  them.  He  did  accordingly  fix  upon 
Windsor  &  agreeable  to  this  Arrangement  and  in  consequence  of  it  Westminster  was  this  last  winter 
given  to  Doctor  Fowler  &  Canterbury  to  Doctor  Dampier  after  my  Brother  had  serv’d  his  full  time 
His  Majesty  wth  ye  greatest  goodness  &  condescension  did  me  the  Honour  to  tell  me  that  he  did 
not  forget  this  Arrangement  when  upon  Mr.  Harte’s  Illness  I  made  a  Personal  application  to  His 
Majesty  that  my  Brother  might  succeed  to  Him  in  case  of  a  vacancy. 

Under  these  circumstances  in  so  peculiar  a  situation  I  am  sure  your  .Grace  cannot  be  surpriz’d 
if  I  consider’d  my  Brother  as  having  ye  same  certainty  of  succeeding  to  ye  next  Canon.ry  of  Windsor, 
as  if  he  was  in  the  actual  possession  of  it.  I  cou’d  have  been  very  glad  to  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  laying  these  Facts  before  the  Princess  Amelia,  but  as  my  Present  distance  from  London  makes 
it  impossible  for  me  to  pay  my  Duty  in  Person,  to  Her  Royal  Highness  may  I  take  the  liberty  of 
requesting  the  favour  of  your  Grace  to  acquaint  the  Princess  wth  a  true  state  of  this  case.  Her 
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^>?V?ifhne?8- " n!  then  1  flatter  myself  have  the  goodness  not  to  desire  that  any  slight  may  in 
y  Publick  opinion  be  put  upon  an  Address  from  ye  House  of  Commons  &  that  their  Chaplin  who 
stands  in  so  near  a  degree  of  Relationship  to  myself  shou’d  w*  these  pretensions  be  postpon'd. 
I  hope  indeed  that  as  Westminster  &  Canterbury  have  already  been  dispos’d  of  according  to  this 
Arrangement  that  ye  disposal  of  Windsor  in  Contradiction  to  it  will  not  be  insisted  upon  so  mani- 
estly  to  my  Prejudice  and  that  the  Princess  Amelia  will  be  so  gracious  as  not  to  think  me  wanting 
m  My  Duty  and  Respect  to  Her,  if  I  renew  my  humble  but  earnest  suplication  to  the  King  when- 
'ever  the  vacancy  at  Windsor  happens.  Doctor  Nichols  who  has  both  a  Canonry  of  Christ  Church 
t  wwl  Westminster  is  very  old  &  infirm  and  as  its  probable  that  a  vacancy  will  soon  happen 
in  both  those  Churches  I  have  ye  satisfaction  of  thinking  y*  I  shall  not  finally  interfere  w^  Her 
Royal  Highness  s  Chaplm. 

*  J  ^  h7d  fourtakin?  UP  so  of  yr  Grace’s  time  by  so  long  a  Letter  but  in  ye 

•case  of  a  Brother  who  from  his  own  merit  as  well  as  Blood  is  intitled  to  my  best  affections  Ve  dis- 

^  v°  Ver/  ^ieV°US  t0  me  that  1  ca™ot  helP  opening  my  mind  fully  to  your  Grace 
p  >  su  jec  .  \our  Goodness  my  Lord  will  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  take  notice  of  ve 
aborious  employment  of  my  office  in  wch  I  have  endeavour'd  to  discharge  my  Duty  faithfully  to 
His  Majesty  &  ye  Publick  to  ye  great  Detriment  of  my  Health  &  I  have  no  further  Reward  or  Retri¬ 
bution  but  in  ye  instance  wch  occasions  this  trouble  to  yr  Grace. 


I  have  the  Honour  to  be  etc. 


J.  C. 


Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  John  Gust.  (Holograph.) 


SL 


Claremont.  July  21st,  1765 


T  •  ]  SuOUk!  SOOner  At  yetu™ed  you  my  Thanks,  for  the  honor  of  your  letter  relating  to 

1  mCOh'Shiref  LlvinS’  lf  1  hadT  hoped  for  the  honor  of  seemg  yon  soon  ;  when  I  intended,  not 
-only  to  acquaint  you  how  that  affair  stood,  but  also  have  informed  you  of  the  very  strong  applica¬ 
tion  which  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Amelia  has  renew’d  in  favor  of  Her  Chaplain,  Mr.  Bell 
When  I  was  before  in  the  Kings  services  Her  Royal  Highness  recommended  Mr.  Bell  to  me,  & 

“JTU1<1  ay  T  ,R®qUe®t  before  fche  KinS-  UP°n  my  Return  to  His  Majesty’s  service,  Her 
vo, ft!  repeated  Her  Request  to  His  Majesty.  I  informed  Her  of  the  application,  which 

mcnthi  <TTna<Ti  i  A  hlmSel\  f°r  your  ChaPlain  who  had  waited  longer  than  usual  for  prefer- 
,  He^  Ro>a  Highness  was  pleased,  m  answer  to  it  to  send  me  the  enclosed  letter,  which  she 

desired  me  to  send  to  you,  &  which  I  cannot  avoid  laying  before  His  Majesty.  I  send  you  the  original, 
and  I  beg  you  would  send  it  me  back.  All  other  Solicitations  &  even  a  Very  deserving 
Chaplain  of  my  own  who  lives  in  this  House  and  has  been  very  laborious  in  mv  service  for  near. 

Xet  Lv6arfS  et  TIT  tb  A  ^  ChaplaiU  iS  Pr°vided  for’  but  d  is  m-v  opinion  that  when¬ 
ever  any  of  y  Royal  Family  shall  so  strongly  recommend  to  the  King  a  Chaplain  of  their  own  & 

m  himself  a  very  worthy  reputable  man.  it  should  be  acquiesced  in.  I  tell  you  my  opinion  w-ch 
hope  you  will  excuse.  The  second  I  hope  you  may  depend  upon.  I  have  laid  the  whole  state 
of  the case  before  you  :  I  beleive  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  has  given  Her  Royal  Highness  to 
understand,  that  he  shall  obey  Her  Commands. 


Rt.  Honble  Ye  Speaker. 


I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Sr  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

Houles  Newcastle. 


H.R.H.  Princess  Amelia  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (Copy.) 

Gunnersbury.  july  ye  16,  1765. 

1  am  sorry  my  Lord  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  shou’d  have  made  so  early  a 
request  to  you  for  one  of  ye  Prebends  that  should  fall  but  I  am  sure  that  if  you  repeat  to  him  that 

erne  the  King  s  Aunt  &  having  a  deserving  man  belonging  to  me  of  5  years  standing.  He  will  yield 
Xo  me.  J 

I  remain  your  sincere  Friend 

rny  good  Duke  of  Newcastle 

Amelia. 


V 
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Dr.  J.  Kelly  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Oxford.  July  31,  1705. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

The  Rutland  Family  have  applied  for  some  Time  past  for  the  next  vacant  Canonry  of 
Ch.  Church  for  a  son  of  Ld  Will.  Manners.  It  cannot  be  long  before  we  have  one  or  two  more 
vacancies,  and  I  hear  not  one  is  likely  to  happen  at  Windsor.  Now  if  a  natural  son  of  a  Nobleman, 
who  has  married  Dick's  Bedmaker  should  be  pref err'd  to  a  Chaplain  Dom.  Com,  and  merely  because 
he  is  Chaplain,  it  would  be  an,  instance  worth  recording  for  the  benefit  of  all  future  Speakers.  You 
have  had  so  much  trouble  about  this  Preferment,  that  I  should  not  write  to  you  upon  the  subject 
were  it  not  to  convey  a  Piece  of  Intelligence,  which  perhaps  you  are  a  stranger  to.  For  my  own 
Part  nothing  in  the  world  would  provoke  ine  more,  except  the  intended  Opposition  at  Grantham, 
which  I  hear  comes  from  the  same  Quarter — to  tell  you  how  earnestly  I  wish  it  may  be  defeated 
is  only  to  express  the  warmest  sentiments  of  Respect  and  gratitude  with  which  I  am 

Dear  Sir  John . 

J.  Kelly. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Enmore.  Aug.  7th,  1765. 

My  dear  Sr  John, 

It  happened  most  unfortunately  that  I  did  not  receive  yr  Letter  relating  to  your  Brother 
till  after  my  last  Conversation  with  the  King  previous  to  my  leaving  London  for  ye  Races  here,  tho 
I  found  it  on  my  Return  to  office.  I  could  not  therefore  possibly  see  ye  King  again  or  break  in  upon 
his  Retirement  at  ye  Queen’s  Palace  upon  the  subject — All  in  my  Power  to  do  therefore  was  to 
find  out  Lord  Rockingham  that  afternoon,  and  to  press  the  Business  with  him  in  ve  best  manner 
I  was  able — He  spoke  very  handsomely  of  you  acknowledged  it  was  hard  if  yr  Brother  sh'1  be  dis¬ 
appointed,  and  said  that  tho  he  was  himself  under  ye  strongest  engagements  to  particular  Persons, 
he  would  postpone  his  own  Recommendations.  But  he  added  further  that  he  could  not  believe, 
if  Princess  Amelia  should  insist  as  he  understood  she  did,  that  it  could  possibly  be  thought  right 
for  you  or  any  man  else  to  stand  in  competition  with  her,  and  that  he  could  make  no  doubt  but  that 
your  Brother  would  fare  as  well  as  if  he  should  carry  his  Part  against  her  desires  in  this  Instance. 

Indeed  I  believe  by  wht  he  told  me,  that  all  the  Ministry  mean  to  have  your  Brother,  but  they 
cannot  surmount  the  difficulty  wch  the  Princess  Amelia  has  threwn  in  ye  way — However  there 
may  be  still  hopes  that  her  Royal  Highness  upon  being  fully  informed  of  yr  Brother’s  Pretensions, 
may  be  inclined,  to  have  some  other  Provision  made  for  Mr.  Bell,  if  the  Person  whose  Death  must 
happen  to  make  way  for  yr  Brother,  shd  not  fall  out  soon — tho  as  to  this  it  is  not  at  present  possible 
for  me  to  be  informed. 

When  I  return  to  London  wch  I  propose  to  do  on  this  day  fortnight,  I  shall  try  how  far  I  can  serve 
you,  but  the  case  is  extremely  delicate,  and  I  shall  not  advise  you  to  push  the  matter  much  farther 
than  you  have  done  unless  you  shd  find  it  more  easily.  If  it  shd  appear  in  that  light  to  me.  I  will 
not  fail  to  acquaint  you  with  it,  being,  as  you  know  allways 

yr  faithfull  humble  ser1 

Egmont. 

P.S. — I  have  spoken  to  Lockier  upon  the  subject  we  discoursed  upon  lately  coming  from  Turn- 
ham  Green  &  I  believe  he  will  talk  with  you  upon  that  Business  as  soon  as  you  come  to  Town. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Earl  of  Egmont.  (Draft.) 

My  dear  Lord, 

I  will  make  no  apology  for  giving  you  the  trouble  of  reading  over  the  load  of  paper  which 
I  send  to  you  by  this  post  because  I  know  your  Friendship  will  allow  me  to  desire  your  Advice  o: 
assistance  in  any  thing  that  concerns  me  or  any  of  my  Family.  You  are  no  stranger  to  the  behaviour 
of  the  late  Ministry  Jo  me.  They  were  well  acquainted  with  my  Duty  &  Attachment  to  His  Majesty 
but  the  treatment  I  met  with  from  them  was  not  what  I  might  have  expected.  In  the  case  of  my 
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Brother  the  Chaplain  of  the  House  of  Commons  they  were  deaf  to  my  earnest  Intreaties  that  some 
little  regard  might  be  shewn  him  on  account  of  his  near  Relationship  to  me  and  he  has  now  actually 
served  beyond  the  usual  time  without  any  preferment.  His  Majesty  alone  was  my  support  &  gave 
me  the  most  gracious,  kind  answer  imaginable  to  my  Request  of  the  next  Canonry  of  Windsor  In 
order  to  prevent  any  other  recommendation  I  acquainted  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  with  rnv  bavin- 
personally  apply  d  to  the  King  &  from  what  passed  between  His  Grace  and  me  I  was  in  hopes  there 
woud  be  no  further  obstruction— but  your  Lordship  will  see  from  his  Letter  to  me  that  a  -fresh 
Difficulty  has  arose  which  has  occasioned  me  more  vexation  &  uneasiness  than  I  can  well  express  : 
on  one  hand  I  shou’d  be  very  sorry  to  be  thought  disrespectful  to  any  of  the  Roval  Familv  in  stand¬ 
ing  in  competition  with  their  Recommendation  but  on  the  other  hand  I  cannot  help  thinking  it 
extremely  hard  on  me  that  after  so  long  an  expectation  I  shou’d  at  last  be  disappointed,  and  that 
I  cannot  obtain  the  same  favor  for  a  Brother  endeared  to  me  by  his  good  qualities  as  well  as  the 
ties  of  Blood  which  has  been  without  any  difficultys  shown  to  my  predecessors  in  3  cases  of  Common 
Gnaplains  only.  I  have  therefore  given  a  true  narrative  of  the  facts  and  urged  my  pretensions- 
as  strong  as  possible  in  mv  answer  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  but  as  I  cannot  tell  what  may  be  the 
Issue  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  laying  the  whole  before  you.  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  with 
propnety  request  you  to  take  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  this  affair  to  the  King  or  to  talk  with 
the  Duke  of  iNewcastle  upon  the  subject,  but  this  I  am  sure  of  from  your  Friendship  which  I  have 
upon  all  occasions  experienced  that  you  will  give  me  all  the  best  assistance  in  your  power  &  will 
advise  me  what  steps  I  ought  to  take.  If  you  think  it  necessary  for  me  to  ask*  another  Audience 
of  His  Majesty  I  will  come  to  Town  for  that  purpose  tho’  I  don’t  know  that  there  is  an  immediate 

prospect  of  a  vacancy  at  Windsor  and  my  present  Business  in  the  Country  will  make  a  iournev 
very  inconvenient  for  me.  J  ^ 

I  beg  my  best  respect  to  Lady  Egmont  Lady  Catherine  &  all  your  Lordships  Family. 

I  am 

my  dear  Lord 

etc.  etc . 

J.  C. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sr  John,  TUmham  Green-  27  Au^  1765’ 

i  Dpon  my  Return  from  ye  West  on  friday  Night  to  Turnham  Green  I  there  found  yr  last  Letter 

!vgp!°it  h  !  a?“r~0n  Sunda>r. 1  wer*  St.  James’s  carrying  that  and  y'  former  Papers 
in  my  Pocket  hoping  to  find  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  whole  matter  to  his  Majesty— For 
this  Purpose  I  sent  in  my  Name  to  ye  Closet,  as  soon  as  ever  ye  Lord  of  ye  Bedchamber  had  left 
him  there  after  ye  Drawing  Room— None  of  ye  other  Ministers  being  there  except  ye  President- 
But  tho  the  Lord  of  ye  Bedchamber  immediately  went  into  ye  Closet  to  tell  him  that  I  desired  an 
Audience— His  Majesty  had  used  so  much  Expedition  that  he  was  gone  down  the  stairs  to  his  coaches 
so  that  my  endeavours  were  m  vain.  . .  .1  propose  to  go  again  tomorrow,  &  hope  to  have  better 
luck.  But  as  things  now  stand,  it  is  out  of  my  Power  to  judge  how  far  the  King  will  care  to  enter 
mto  a  full  discussion  of  this  Business  with  me  upon  a  subject  out  cf  my  department— All  I  can  sav 

them  from”  **  ^  8°  ^  y°U  With  ^  °r  elsewhere’  y°u  may  ever  depend  upon 

y°  most  faithful  &  affectionate 

humble  seH 

Egmont. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Earl  of  Egmont.  (Draft.) 

My  dear  Lord, 

As  you  have  been  m  so  kind  and  friendly  a  manner  interested  yourself  in  my  Brother's 
means  I  can  t  avoid  communicating  to  you  a  letter  which  I  reed  this  morning  from  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle.  I  wish  my  affairs  wou’d  permit  me  to  come  to  Town  immediately  but  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  long  before  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  my  duty  to  the  King  personally  to  return  His  Majestv  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  appointing  my  Brother  Canon  of  Christ  Church  Tho  the  Duke 
has  acquainted  me  with  it  yet  I  am  sure  that  I  am  indebted  to  the  King  alone  and  for  it  as  without 
his  Majesty  s  support  I  doubt  my  Brother  wou’d  have  been  postponed.  However  I  shan't  complain  of 
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Administration  and  tho’  Windsor  wou’d  have  been  to  my  Brother  the  more  eligible  church  vet  wo 
are  both  of  us  very  well  satisfy’ d  as  this  is  so  signal  a  mark  of  His  Majesty’s  favor,  and  at  the  same 
time  prevents  wht  wou’d  have  been  very  disagreeable  to  me,  viz  :  interfering  wth  a  Branch  of  the 

Royal  family,  or  else  being  considered  as  giving  up  the  Rights  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  those 
oi  my  office. 

Believe  me  truly  sensible  of  the  Friendship  which  you  have  shewn  me  in  this  and  on  everv  other 
occasion  &  that  I  am 

My  Dear  Ld 

Your  most  faithful  &  Affec. 

Humble  serv* 

J.  C. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Earl  of  Egmont.  (Draft.) 

My  Dear  Ld 

You  have  my  thanks  for  your  very  friendly  letter  from  Enmore  &  tho’  I  cou’d  have  wish’d 
mine  had  reach  d  you  a  day  sooner  yet  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  conversation  with  ld  R. 
on  my  Brother’s  affairs  &  your  kind  intentions  of  interesting  yourself  further  in  his  favor  on  your 
Return  to  Town.  I  shall  leave  his  concerns  to  your  care  and  Friendship,  and  if  the  Prss  Amelia 
insists  upon  the  Canonry  destined  to  my  Brother,  I  am  sensible  it  will  be  to  no  purpose  for  me  to 
contest  it  with  Her  Royal  Highness  but  you  must  give  me  leave  to  express  to  you  my  Feelings 
"upon  the  occasion.  I  did  not  think  myself  well  used  by  the  late  Ministers,  who  were  deaf  to  mv 
intreaties  that  the  present  chaplain  of  the  House  of  Commons  might  in  respect  of  preferment  be 
also  considered  as  my  Brother,  and  I  assure  you  it  has  made  [me]  appear  little  in  ye  eyes  of  my  Friends 
and  Acquaintance  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  anything  for  him  before  this  time  ;  However 
if  they  granted  me  no  favor  I  can’t  complain  of  Injustice  since  they  put  him  on  a  footing  with  the 
Chaplains  of  my  predecessors.  But  after  his  waiting  so  long  after  an  arrangement  &  destination 
made  in  consequence  of  which  two  prebends  of  Westminster  &  Canterbury  were  last  spring  given 
away  from  my  Brother  after  His  Majesty’s  very  gracious  Reception  of  my  personal  Application, 
if  after  all  this  my  Brother  is  to  be  further  postponed  :  what  can  I  think  of  the  present  ministers 
but  that  they  look  upon  me  as  one  whom  they  may  treat  as  injuriously  as  this. 

Whether  my  Brother  will  in  the  end  fare  as  well  as  if  he  carried  his  point  I  don’t  judge  but  if 
I  am  disappointed  of  the  next  Canon  of  Windsor  after  thinking  myself  so  sure  of  it  I  shall  not  be  sure 
of  not  being  disappointed  a  second  time  because  I  shall  expect  nothing.  As  to  their  Intentions 
of  serving  me  all  that  I  want  of  them  is  a  negative  service  viz  :  that  they  all  leave  me  to  His  Majesty’s 
goodness  upon  which  alone  I  wish  to  depend  and  that  they  won’t  interfere  to  do  me  a  manifest 
Injury.  If  they  shou'd  I  shall  not  put  the  sincerity  of  their  intention  to  the  test  for  I  shall  never 
ask  anything  of  them  as  long  as  I  live.  Your  LP  knows  very  well  that  I  have  at  all  times  contracted 
my  Desires  greatly  within  my  income,  even  when  it  was  much  less  than  it  is  at  present  and  that 
I  have  no  occasion  to  be  dependant  upon  a  Minister  nor  will  I  ever  seek  their  favors  unless  I  can 
obtain  them  with  credit  to  myself,  but  tamely  to  acquiesce  in  their  intended  Breach  of  ye  Destination 
made  for  my  Brother  without  a  very  ample  and  satisfactory  equivalent  will  suitt  me  in  the  opinion 
•of  Mankind  especially  in  my  neighbourhood  in  the  Country  beyond  what  I  can  express.  I  must 
attribute  this  Breach  intirelv  to  the  Ministers  because  if  they  represent  my  Brother's  pretensions 
fairly  &  truly  [to]  the  Princess  Amelia  I  think  it  impossible  that  Her  Royal  Highness  can  desire  to  do 
me  so  manifest  a  prejudice.  However  I  shall  submit  myself  to  His  Majesty's  Pleasure  and  shall 
never  desire  that  his  affairs  may  be  in  the  least  embarrassed  by  any  private  interests  or  concerns  of 
mine.  If  I  am  ill  used  by  his  Ministers  my  Resentment  shall  never  get  the  better  of  my  Duty  & 
Attachment  to  the  King  or  make  me  forget  my  obligations  to  His  Majesty  &  the  late  Prince. 

I  hope  you  do  not  think  me  too  warm  upon  this  subject,  but  you  must  consider  me  as  unbosoming 
myself  to  a  Friend  who  I  wish  to  know’  the  true  secret  of  my  Heart  &  my  feelings  upon  this  A: 
every  other  occasion. 


Dr.  Kelly  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Oxford.  Sept.  17,  17H5. 

I  think  you  ought  to  know  that  Dr.  Nicholl  our  Canon  is  now  dying,  if  you  have  any  Thoughts 
of  applying  for  his  Canonry,  He  will  vacate  Christ  Church  and  Westminster.  I  hear  of  no  vacancy 
likely  to  happen  at  Windsor. 


- 

. 
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I  am  in  some  Hopes  this  will  find  you  in  London  as  the  Parliament  is  now  prorogued,  but  if 
not,  I  write  by  this  Post  to  Pere  :  I  have  likewise  wrote  to  Miss  Lucy  at  Sir  John  Guise’s  where  I 
guess  Dick  may  be  to-morrow,  for  they  are  to  be  with  us  on  the  19th  or  20th.  We  join  in  best  respects 
to  you  &  all  yr  Family  from 

Dear  Sir  John 

yr  most  faithfull  servant 

J.  KellY** 


The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

Newcastle  House.  Sept.  20,  1765. 

Sr 

There  being  a  vacancy  of  the  Canonry  of  Christ  Church  by  the  Death  of  Dr.  Nichols.  I  have 
His  Majesty’s  Commands  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  is  pleased  to  give  it  to  your  Brother,  Chaplain  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  hope  it  will  be  agreable  to  you  both,  I  am  very  happy  to  have  received 
His  Majesty's  Commands  to  acquaint  you  with  this  mark  of  His  Majesty’s  Regard  for  you  &  attention 
to  your  Recommendation. 

I  am  with  great  Truth  &  Regard 

yr  most  obedient  humble  servant 

Holles  Newcastle. 

Rt.  Honble  the  Speaker. 


George  Onslow  to  Peregrine  Cust. 


Ember  Court.  Sunday  morn.  Sep.  22,  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  inform  you  of  so  favorable  an  Isue  of  my 
conversation  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  which  I  had  with  him  in  obedience  to  your  Request, 
and  in  consequence  of  that  earnest  Desire  I  very  sincerely  told  you  I  had  of  all  possible  Regard 
being  had  to  your  brother,  and  of  my  shewing  my  obligations  and  Respect  to  Mr.  Speaker.  This 
I  suppose  will  not  be  the  first  account  you  will  receive  of  Mr.  Cust's  being  appointed  Canon  of  Christ 
Church  which  I  found  was  done  before  I  could  see  his  Grace,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  as  pleasing  to 
him  as  Windsor.  At  least  the  vacancy  has  happen’d  first  and  that  in  these  things  is  surely  material. 

Give  me  leave  to  assure  you  that  your  employing  me  in  anything  relative  to  yourself  or  your 
family  will  always  give  great  pleasure  to  him  who  is  very  truly, 


To  Peregrine  Cust,  Esq.,  at 
Brighthelmstone,  Sussex. 


Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  very  humble  servant, 

George  Onslow. 


FRANcfs  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Dec.  28,  1765. 

I  have  only  Time  to  acknowledge  ye  Rec*  of,  but  not  to  answer  your  Letters,  for  we  have  been 
in  a  state  of  immense  Engagem^  in  Midnight  Festivity.  I  was  not  in  Bed  till  near  five  o'clock 
yesterday  morning  after  ye  Assembly  of  16  couple  of  Dancers  ;  &  it  was  not  easy  to  rise  till  ye  Cor¬ 
poration  came  to  Dinner  by  an  appointment  made  before  we  came  down.  I  have  no  Time  to  dilate 
upon  them.  They  all  came  but  Butcher  &  Whalley,  were  all  in  good  Humour,  &  ye  last  Batch 
staid  till  one  o  clock  this  morning.  Brownlowe  introduced  himself  to  ’em  in  a  new  Character  of 
getting  very  handsomely  foxed,  Pere  :  was  absolutely  Fox  of  Foxhall.  Your  certificate  refer’d 
to  as  on  enclosed  Paper  never  made  its  appearance,  wch  is  not  an  unusual  Thing  with  you,  whatever 
we  do,  we  must  wait  a  little,  till  ye  small  Talk  about  our  last  Nights  Meeting  is  subsided.  Two 
Corporation  Batches  shft  not  follow  close  together  .... 

I  shd  add  that  Brownlowe  exerted  himself  last  night  so  as  to  surprize  those  that  saw  him  &  he 
has  gained  vast  Credit  with  y«  Body. 
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Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sir, 


Belton.  Decr  ye  29th,  1765. 


We  all  know  you  will  he  very  happy  to  hear  of  the  good  humour  everybody  shew'd  here  on 
friday  last.  My  uncle  I.  wou’d  not  let  yesterday’s  post  go  without  a  hasty  letter  from  here  to  inform 
you  of  it,  but  as  he  says  he  gave  you  a  very  superficial  acc*  I  shall  enter  a  little  more  into  particulars 
till  such  time  as  I  became  a  principal  actor,  when  trifling  circumstances  I  own  escaped  mv  notice.' 
Every  body  brought  with  them  a  cheerful  and  most  (I  really  believe)  a  very  friendly  heart  ;  no  one 
was  absent  except  Butcher  &  Whaley,  the  former  was  engaged  at  Belvoir  upon  some  business  relating 
to  the  farm  wch  he  holds  of  the  Duke’s,  the  latter’s  excuse  of  absence  I  know  not  but  think  we  mav 
as  well  endeavour  to  find  it  out.  I  understood  every  thing  that  he  complained  off  relating  to  the 
Malt  was  settled  by  you  in  a  very  handsome  manner  on  your  side. 

My  uncle  P.  was  presently  in  the  possession  of  the  jolly  god  but  nevertheless  the  blind  goddess 
wou’d  not  quit  her  hold,  so  far  from  it  that  he  contended  with  Bacchus  w<-'h  shou'd  favor  him  most. 
&  was  so  successful  that  the  Corporation  went  home  some  pounds  lighter  than  they  came  •  but 
what  was  most  surprizing  of  all  was  that  with  their  money  he  got  their  hearts  for  many  of  'em 
observed  that  he  laid  such  bets  as  shew’d  that  he  tried  as  much  as  he  cou’d  to  counteract  his  luck. 

About  ten  o’clock  cards  became  tiresome  &  everyone  was  preparing  to  go  home  when  P.  address'd 
himself  very  respectfully  to  the  Alderman  as  the  head  of  the  corporation  having  first  pro¬ 
claim  d  silence  said  he,  Sir,  we  are  all  standing  I  move  that  we  all  sit  down  &  smoke  our  pipes, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to  nem  :  con  :  then  P.  took  the  Chair  and  presided  well  till  he  fell  asleep 
&  put  everyone  in  mind  of  Hogarth’s  alderman  in  his  Midnight  conversation  :  he  was  waken’d  by 
a  loud  cheer  &  the  thanks  of  the  company  to  Mr  Todd  &  me  for  a  duet  wch  we  sung  not  one  word 
of  which  do  I  know  now,  but  Tom  Short  observ'd  very  well  that  he  believed  Mr.  T.  £  I  learnt  to 
sing  of  the  same  master.  Pere  :  upon  being  wak’d  &  being  sick  abdicated  his  Presidency  \vch  I 
assum’d  &  begun  well  by  j,busing  fl?y  predecessor  for  not  drinking  Mrs  Aldress  that  made  Twigg 
&  I  very  good  friends,  &  I  displeas’d  nobody  by  keeping  the  company  under  lock  &  key  till  past 
one  o  clock  and  when  they  wou’d  go  I  lent  them  the  very  little  assistance  in  my  power  to  conduct 
them  to  their  carriages.  The  last  who  was  Mr  Hurst  was  too  feeble  thro’  liquor  &  too  heavy  in 
flesh  for  me  who  was  not  much  stronger  than  himself  to  support  him  so  down  we  both  fell  together 
without  the  least  hurt  to  either  of  us.  .  .  . 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

1766.  January, 

Saturday  night. 

Since  I  have  sent  my  letter  we  have  had  much  talk  about  C—  who  is  expected  at  G - to-morrow  r 

all  agree  that  Pere  will  be  a  very  useful  man  in  case  he  comes  before  Wednesday  &  indeed  a  verv 
necessary  man  for  he  is  the  only  one  of  us  that  knows  any  thing  of  him  &  one  does  not  know  what 
may  happen.  Pere  therefore  has  resolv'd  to  stay,  notwithstanding  business  of  very  great  conse¬ 
quence  requir  d  his  attendance  in  Town,  however  he  has  been  so  kind  as  to  give  up  his  business, 
for  what  in  the  end  may  not  require  him  :  for  we  only  guard  against  the  worst.  This  Lett1-  is  wrote 
after  supper,  where  we  have  had  a  very  good  Conclave,  young  Cartwright  being  packed  off  to  Marn- 
ham,  and  no  Interruption  arising  from  ye  Giberti  Family.  Brownlowe  exerts  himself  very  much, 
but  it  s  impossible  to  point  out  to  you  all  the  Difficulties  arising  from  ye  Danger  of  giving  Disgust 
where  the  Entertainm1  is  confined  within  ye  Bounds  of  any  Line.  Sam  :  Forster  says  that  in  ye 
Course  of  20  years  he  has  never  been  able  to  draw  a  Line  to  his  own  satisfaction.  I  am  very  willing 
to  take  ye  Angel  Table,  &  leave  Brownlowe  &  Pere  :  to  ye  George  :  Stanser  approves  of  this,  but 
Forster  says  that  it  will  be  introducing  a  new  Custom  wch  it  will  be  afterwds  difficult  to  break  off. 
In  all  events  Bragg  will  be  dissatisfied  that  a  Preference  is  given  to  any  other  House.  Pere  s  stay 
seems  to  be  of  great  consequence,  as  he  is  as  good  Pax  with  all  ye  Body  as  any  man  ever  was.  I 
wish  you  cd  determine  about  ye  Purchase  of  ve  Houses  :  If  you  don’t  buy  ’em  Calc  :  will  get  ’em  : 
If  you  do  buy  em,  you  11  never  get  any  Rent  if  it  be  known  that  you  are  the  Landlord.  Stanser 
has  already  offerd  900  guineas,  wch  has  been  refused.  He  thinks  1200£  will  be  ye  lowest  Price,  but  he 
wd  not  on  any  account,  have  it  surmised  that  they  are  ever  bought  by  you. 


K  K 
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Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cost. 


_  „  Belton.  Jan^  4th,  1766. 

Dear  S.r, 

Till  yesterday  we  had  let  nobody  into  our  secrets  at  Grantham  but  S - with  whom 

I  consulted  again  yesterday  morning,  &  he  then  express'd  his  surprise  at  Mr  Forster's  not  being 
advis’d  with  &  his  apprehensions  arising  from  it,  so  I  determin'd  without  coming  back  to  Belton 
to  consult  my  uncles  to  go  to  Sam  :  Forster  &  advise  with  him  :  I  told  him  my  design  was  to  treat 
the  Court  at  Bob  Short’s  &  to  give  the  guinea  a  house,  but  that  I  wanted  his  advice  with  regard 
to  those  people  who  were  not  of  the  court  &  yet  above  going  to  the  ale  houses,  who  were  63  in  number 
according  to  a  list  wch  Rubins  wrote  out  for  me.  He  was  of  opinion  that  they  shou’d  be  ask'd 
and  the  gentlemen,  in  the  Town  too,  &  that  a  supper  wou'd  be  more  agreable  to  a  great  many  than 
a  dinner,  so  this  morning  when  my  two  uncles  went  over  with  Gibert  to  Sam.  Forster  in  order  to 
put  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  business  between  G.  &  Ld  Bristol  &  to  take  the  G00£  they  consulted 
with  F.  &  upon  mature  deliberation  we  agreed  to  lay  asside  any  thought  of  the  Ball  for  the  present 
at  least,  as  it  might  offend  to  draw  the  line  including  only  the  1st  &  2nd  company,  &  if  it  included 
more  it  wd  be  a  mob,  &  no  ball  as  Sir  M.  Newton’s  was  which  Sam  F.  remembers  ;  &  to  have  a  supper 
at  the  George  &  another  at  the  Angel  on  Wednesday  next  (the  day  on  wch  I  take  up  my  freedom) 
to  wch  will  be  united  the  1st  &  2nd  company  (notwithstanding  the  dinner  at  Bob.  Short’s,  where 
the  Constables  &  Commoners  will  continue)  the  gentlemen  of  the  town  &  the  freemen  who  are  above 
the  guinea  treat.  Stanser  &  Rubins  have  undertaken  to  divide  ’em  properly  &  as  agreablv  as  they 
■can  for  the  two  Inns,  &  as  soon  as  I  receive  their  lists  wch  will  be  to-morrow  I  shall  send  round 
the  invitations  :  the  dinner  at  Bob.  Short  s  is  to  be  at  3s.  6d.  per  head,  the  same  at  the  George  for 
supper,  &  2s.  6d.  at  the  Angel,  for  Mr.  F.  sais  tis  usual  to  make  that  difference  between  the  G.  and  A. 
As  Pere  is  oblig  d  to  leave  us  on  Monday  we  purpose  making  use  of  your  secretary  as  mv  representa¬ 
tive  at  the  Angel.  I  have  mention'd  it  to  him,  &  he  dont  object  &  we  think  it  will  please  the  Angel 
-company  more  to  have  him  than  Kewley. 

Mr  &  Mrs  Vernon  din  d  at  Grantham  yesterday.  I  call'd  in  upon  ’em  at  the  Angel  <£  found 
’em  both  very  well  after  their  journey,  &  my  aunt  not  allarm' d  by  the  cause  of  her  removal  from 
Thurlowe  ;  we  sent  over  to  Hough  this  morning  to  enquire  how  they  did  &  were  inform'd  they 
got  home  very  well  last  night  &  are  not  at  all  the  worse  for  their  journey :  my  aunt 
was  much  oblig  d  by  my  mother's  offer  of  your  house  at  Grantham  &  by  my  grandmother’s 
pressing  invitation  to  Belton  both  wcb  I  sent  her  in  a  letter  the  day  before  to  Colesworth  &  repeated 
’em  yesterday  when  I  saw  her  at  Grantham,  but  she  declin'd  both:  I  shall  go  over  to  Hough  to 
see  ’em  in  a  few  days.  Mrs  Darwin  of  Newark  died  last  Wednesday,  &  they  say  she  has  left  500£ 
to  Mrs  Garner  her  sister.  The  mortification  in  old  Garner's  leg  is  entirely  stopt,  &  the  only  danger 
he  is  now  in  is  from  his  confinement,  wcb  Dr  Sh  :  thinks  need  not  be  long  now.  My  aunts  have 
spoken  to  the  woman  whom  my  mother  appointed  for  Bell  :  Fallewall’s  successor,  &  she  is  very 
happy  to  accept.  Pray  don't  forget  to  tell  my  sisters  to  send  a  negative  answer  for  me  to  Lady 
Heathcote  as  I  cannot  as  Things  have  turned  out  be  in  Town  by  the  4th  inst :  tho'  it  will  not  be  long 
-after  that  day  before  I  see  my  Downing  Street  friends  wch  will  be  great  pleasure  to  me  :  but  wch 
I  must  purchase  by  parting  with  these  here,  whose  company  here  made  the  Christmas  a  truly 
pleasant  one.  1  hope  you  will  find  our  friends  at  Felbridge  in  perfect  health.  Mrs  Evelyn's  being 
out  of  order  has  given  us  all  great  concern,  but  we  hope  by  her  own  acc4,  she  is  now  quite  recover'd. 

My  duty  &  kindest  love  as  due  to  all.  My  mother  was  very  kind  to  go  with  mv  sisters  to  ye 
Ball,  for  wch  kindness  to  ’em  I  hope  she  has  not  suffer'd.  I  heartily  rejoyce  it  was  in  her  power 
to  go.  I  am  charg  d  with  due  love  &  compts  from  hence  :  &  with  great  pleasure  &  truth  subscribe 
myself 

Dear  Sir 

your  most  dutiful 

Enclos’d  is  a  communication  from  my  grandmother.  &  most  affect  :  son 

To  The  Rt  Honble  Sr  John  Cust  B*  at  James  Evelyn's  Esqr  Brownlowe  Cust. 

at  Felbridge,  near  Godstone,  Surrey. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Jan:  5th,  1766. 

Dear  Sir, 

Forster  &  Stanser  came  over  to  us  this  morning  to  inform  us  that  Brag  upon  his  (F’s) 
sending  for  him,  to  settle  the  supper  at  his  house  for  Wednesday  next  flew  out  extremelv  upon  the 
inferior  company  being  allotted  him,  &  was  very  angry  that  the  George  was  prefer' d  ;  &  said  that 


' 
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with  regard  to  the  price  of  2.  6.  per  head,  it  was  by  no  means  sufficient  &  he  demanded  as  much 
for  supper  wch  consists  but  of  one  course  as  Crabtree  did  under  a  notion  that  there  were  to  be  two 
courses  for  supper  viz.  3.  6.  :  But  upon  being  inform’d  by  Mr  Forster  that  one  course  wJ  be  quite 
sufficient  for  supper  he  (Crabtree)  said  2.  6.  wou’d  be  very  handsome.  Brag  said  (&  I  doubt  with  a 
good  deal  of  insolence)  that  we  shou’d  not  have  the  use  of  his  house  for  less  than  3.  6.  per  head  for 
supper.  At  the  conclave,  consisting  of  Forster,  Stanser,  the  three  uncles  &  nephew  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  not  to  humour  Brag,  but  to  have  the  entertainment  at  Dewick’s,  unless  Brag  sh'1  make 
excuses  for  his  behaviour  &  desire  it  at  the  price  of  2.  (5.  Don’t  think  from  this  that  we  are  upon 
the  economical  system,  I  assure  we  are  not  but  sport  your  money  as  freely  as  you  can  wish.  But 
to  be  bullied  into  3.  6.  by  Brag  wou  d  not  only  show  dreadful  timidity,  but  with  reason  offend  Crab¬ 
tree.  Sam  F.  proposed  that  is  mention'd  the  giving  ale  at  the  Market  Cross,  but  it  was  objected 
to,  as  adding  much  to  the  appearance  of  canvas  &  Stanser  then  propos’d  the  giving  5  guineas  to  the 
Poor  s  box,  wch  was  agreed  to.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  but  kindest  compts  of  all  here  to  vou  mv 
mother  &  sisters. 

I  am  . 

B.  C. 

P.S.  I  have  receiv  d  of  my  uncle  Pere  two  hundred  &  ten  pounds  for  the  expence  of  this  treat 
&  for  which  I  have  given  him  a  receipt. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sr  J. 


(1766).  Bn.  Jan.  6. 


What  you  call  an  abusive  Letter,  Per  :  says  is  not  more  so  than  a  monstrous  Jobation 
wc  he  has  often  had  himself  &  particularly  about  X*  Church.  It  is  very  plain  to  me  that  nobody 
likes  to  be  jobed,  &  that  you  don  t  like  it  more  than  him.  There  was  no  particular  expression  in 
your  Letter,  as  you  seem  to  apprehend,  that  gave  rise  to  his  Letter.  It  arose  from  a  manifest  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  whole  system  of  your  advice,  after  Mr  C.  had  alarmed  you  about  Calc  :  &  you  are  not 
aware  yourself  how  differently  you  consider’d  the  whole  affair  of  ye  Treat  upon  that  alarm.  Pere  : 
upon  that  thought  and  I  perfectly  agreed  with  him  that  too  much  way  is  given  to  Chinese  Nostrums. 
wch  have  very  often  no  loundations  in  I  act,  but  are  meer  Inventions  &  Fictions  of  his  own  to  gratify 
some  Whim  &  Caprice.  I  have  thought  so  of  him  for  upw^8  of  20  years  ;  &  have  always  wished 
that  v\  e  all  of  us  treated  ye  Tittle  Tattle  of  his  Barber  &  Apothecary,  just  as  he  w^  that  of  Ma  m 
Relatrix  at  Stamford.  This  was  ye  whole  of  Pere’s  meaning,  &  he  was  the  more  eager  to  tell  you 
his  mind  as  some  accidental  Observations  had  at  that  Time  been  made  by  the  Ladies  of  the  like 
kind. 

It  is  very  true  that  in  all  your  Letters  you  have  been  uniform  in  submitting  what  you  advance 
to  those  upon  the  spot  &  we  acted  accordingly  in  such  a  manner  that  every  Body  at  this  Time  in 
the  whole  Town  of  Gran,tm  seems  perfectly  pleased,  except  B.  and  all  ve  rest  are  pleased  that  we  took 
him  at  his  w  ord  &  have  added  ve  second  Table  at  the  Wheat  Sheaf,  &  w0*1  was  a  great  scene  of 
Jollity  on  the  Birth-Day.  Thus  these  Things  are  settled — The  Dinner  is  to  be  at  ye  Old  Shop,  & 
L*t  Granby  says  that  he  will  dine  with  us  there.  The  Corporation,  consisting  of  ye  two  Companies- 
dine  with  us  above  stairs,  &  ve  Remr  of  ye  Corporation,  Constables  £  c.  dine  below.  The  Gentlemen 
sup  with  us  at  ye  George,  &  there  are  between  40  &  59’ who  sup  at  ye  Wheat  Sheaf.  As  B.  does 
not  buy  his  Freedom,  it  is  adjudged  that  a  Present  is  politer  than  Pence  ;  &  he  has  therefore  this 
moming  signified  to  ye  Aid'  his  Intention  to  give  Maces  or  a  piece  of  Plate  as  they  like  best.  The 
Aid  will  have  Time  to  consult  his  Brethren,  &  it  is  generally  believed  thev  will  accept  ve  Maces. 
The  only  Difficulty  remaining  is  as  to  ye  Person  to  be  employed  about  ’em.  Brownlowe  is  gone  with 
ye  Ladies  this  evening  to  a  Card  assembly  for  Mrs.  Stokes  fixed  for  this  evening  by  L^  Granby  and 
it  will  probably  be  followed  by  a  Dance — but  as  I  don't  know  when  this  will  find  you,  &  a  Lettr 
by  tomorrow  s  Post  may  possibly  meet  you  as  soon  as  this,  I  may  as  well  reserve  any  more  warning,, 
as  Brownlowe  may  probably  have  fresh  matter  for  you  to-morrow.  In  ve  mean  Time  I  have  onlv 
to  desire  you  to  mind  Chinese  Matters  no  more  than  you  do  Jobation  about  either  your  Fears  or 
F  ts.  We  really  must  put  ye  China  upon  some  different  Footing,  &  Pere:  w^  have  been  glad 
if  you  had  shewm,  the  abusive  Lett1-  to  him.  I  hope  you  have  had  a  pleasant  meeting  at  Felbridge. 
&  am  with  due  Complits  from  hence  to  all  in  Downing 


Yours  F.  C. 


P.S.  I  shd  have  added  that  we  have  found  out  my  dear  Sam’s  Point,  &  I  assure  you  that  he 
is  in  excellent  order,  &  consequently  in  good  Humor  by  our  Means  without  any  Thing  in  ye  least. 

cavalero. 
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Dear  Sr  John, 


Richard  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

(1766.)  Belton,  Jan.  8. 


Mr.  Gibert  &  myself  are  this  Inst  :  got  away  from  Brownlowe’s  dinner,  &  I  think  you  will 
like  to  knowr  yl  every  thing  goes  on  just  as  it  shd.  Ld  Granby  &  L(1  George  w’ho  are  there  behave 
wth  great  civility  &  good  nature  &  everybody  seems  in  good  humour.  We  have  left  Frank,  Pere, 
&  Brownlowre  behind,  w’ho  are  to  stay  at  the  whole  affair,  of  wch  you  will  hear  more  particulars 
tomorrow’.  Pere  is  off  for  London  in  ye  morning  &  will  be  in  Cloath  Lane  on  Friday  at  5  o'clock. 
Brownlow’e  took  up  his  Freedom  about  12  this  day  &  came  off  very  well  in  a  short  speech,  which  he 
-addressed  to  the  Corporation.  I  did  not  hear  it,  but  Gibert  who  w’as  there  says  he  acquitted  himself 
very  handsomely.  All  here  desire  their  best  respects  to  you. 

and  I  am  Dr  Sr  John 

yr  very  affecte 

R.  Cust. 


Francis  Cust  to  Ethelred,  Lady  Cust. 

Belton.  Jan.  9,  1766. 

Dear  Sister, 

It  does  not  fall  in  my  Way  to  take  up  much  of  your  Time  by  Letters,  but  whenever  an 
-opportunity  arises  wch  will  justify  my  doing  so,  I  shall  embrace  it  with  Pleasure.  Such  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  afforded  to  me  by  yesterday's  Business,  &  I  very  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the 
general  Joy  wch  that  Day  diffused  over  the  whole  Town  of  Grantham,  altogether  on  Brownlowe  s 
account.  I  have  never  known,  in  mv  memory,  such  universal  satisfaction  in  that  Place.  His 
Behaviour  &  Conduct  in  all  the  Places,  where  he  did  hard  Duty,  has  recommended  him  to  the  high 
Favor  of  all  the  men,  &  by  their  account  of  him  he  is  become  such  a  Favorite  of  all  ye  Women,  that 
the  News  of  the  Conduit,  &  in  all  the  shops,  this  morning  (wch  indeed  never  was  any  News  to  me) 
was  that  you  are  a  most  happy  mother.  Ld  Granby  was  so  sensible  of  this  that  he  not  only  dined 
with  us  at  the  Old  Shop,  wch  wras  the  first  Time  of  his  ever  dining  there,  but  he  very  handsomely 
proposed  your  LaPs  Health  in  a  Bumper,  wch  was  drank  with  great  acclamations  very  loud  cheers. 
Tt  was  very  kind  in  my  Brother  Pere  :  to  stay,  as  his  Presence  was  of  great  service  to  us  :  I  hope  to 
hear  of  his  arrival  in  Town,  before  this,  &  I  may  therefore  safely  reserve  to  him  all  ye  Particulars  : 
but  I  am  desirous  of  sending  you  the  enclosed  speech,  wch  Brow’nlow’e  spoke  very  prettily  in  ye 
Gourt  where  they  hold  their  sessions  as  soon  as  he  w’as  admitted  to  his  Freedom. 

I  was  present  at  the  Time  &  have  marked  ye  words  wch  he  left  out  as  well  as  I  can  remember, 
&  what  he  said  instead  of  them  :  for  he  had  no  Paper  before  him  when  he  spoke.  I  need  not  desire 
"that  this  may  pass  -without  Notice  before  the  Chaplain,  Secretary,  etc  :  The  whole  Day  absolutely 
shewed  the  Necessity  of  his  being  here  at  this  Time  &  I  don't  believe  money  was  ever  better  laid 
out  upon  any  occasion  than  what  was  spent  upon  that  Day. 

If  we  cd  have  prevailed  on  Mr  &  Mrs  Vernon  to  have  spent  a  few  Days  with  us  till  the  Day  was 
■over,  we  shd  have  been  very  glad.  My  sister  Dolly  returns  her  best  Thanks  for  yr  Letter  wch  she 
has  recd  &  I  am  with  my  best  Love  to  Sr  John  &  my  Nieces,  &  with  ye  general  Complimts  of  all  here, 
Dear  Sister 

your  most  affecte  Bror 

F.  Cust. 

P.S.  I  shd  add  that  Brownlowe  came  Home  with  me  in  ye  coach  this  morning  between  two 
-&  three  o’clock  by  Snow-Light.  We  were  both  of  us  a  little  boshy,  but  not  much  ;  &  we  took  care 
of  one  another. 


_ Draft  of  Speech  by  Brownlowe  C’ust  to  the  Corporation  of  Grantham. 

Mr  Alderman  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Corporation. 

The  honor  vou  have  now  confer’d  upon  me  is  what  I  have  a  right  to  by  Birth  :  But  crive 
me  leave  to  assure  vou  &  all  those  whom  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  call  my  brother-freemen  that 
as  it  is  one  of  my  foremost  claims  in  point  of  time  so  is  it  in  worth  in  my  estimation  ;  for  what  can 
more  justly  give  me  pleasure  &  satisfaction  than  to  become  a  member  of  that  body  to  which  my 
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father  &  ancestors  for  a  great  many  years  have  been  indebted  for  the  high  regard  shewn  'em  in 
choosing  him  so  frequently  &  almost  successively  to  be  one  of  the  guardians  of  their  publick  & 
private  interests.  I  flatter  myself  Gentlemen  I  need  not  go  far  back  to  show  you  that  you  have 
not  ill  plac’d  this  trust.  The  office  wch  my  father  at  present  fills  by  the  unanimous  choice  of  his 
fellow-representatives  with  the  approbation  of  his  Sovereign  is  no  small  proof  surely  of  his  steady 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  his  King  A:  his  country  :  and  I  am  sure,  Gentlemen,  he  will  not  let 
any  occasion  slip  of  shewing  his  regard  <£  affection  to  this  Borough  :  of  which  I  believe  you  are 
thoroughly  satisfied,  for  from  what  else  but  from  your  regard  to  him  cou’d  arise  the  very  great 
civilities  you  were  pleas’d  to  show  me  upon  my  Birthday,  to  wch  I  am  sure  I  cou’d  claim  so  little 
from  any  merit  of  my  own  of  wch  you  can  have  had  no  experience  :  You  may  indeed  expect  that 
the  instructions  &  example  of  such  a  father  as  I  am  bless’ d  with  have  had  some  effect  on  the  dis¬ 
position  of  the  son,  whose  ambition  is  to  equal  him  in  honesty  &  integrity  &  in  affection  to  this 
Borough  in  all  which  he  cannot  be  outdone. 


B. — Draft  of  Speech  by  Bkowxlowe  Cust  to  the  Corporation  of  Grantham. 

Mr  Alderman  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Corporation. 

Tho’  I  claim  the  honor  which  you  have  now  confer’ d  on  me,  by  right  of  birth  yet  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  you,  &  all  those  whom  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  call  my  brother  freemen,  that  as 
this  claim  is  the  first  in  point  of  time  which  I  have  ever  made  so  it  will  allways  be  foremost  in  my 
estimation  :  for  I  am  by  this  means  become  a  member  of  that  body,  from  whom  my  father  and 
his  family  for  a  long  succession  of  years  have  receiv'd  many  singular  favors,  particularly  in  being 
chose  the  guardians  of  their  publick  &  private  interests,  and  I  flatter  myself  yl  the  unanimous  choice 
which  has  been  made  by  the  Commons  of  this  Kingdom  abundantly  shows  that  my  father  has  not 
disgrac’d  the  trust  which  this  Borough  has  repos’d  in  him  :  which  I  will  undertake  in  his  name  to 
assure  his  constituents  he  will  allways  remember  with  the  greatest  gratitude.  I  cou'd  dwell  on 
this  subject  with  some  pleasure,  but  the  relation  which  I  bear  to  him  lays  me  under  too  great  a 
restraint.  I  rather  choose  (am  very  happy)  to  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  my  hearty  thanks 
for  the  unexpected  civilities  which  were  lately  shewn  to  myself  on  that  day  wch  entitled  me  to  make 
this  claim.  I  can’t,  Gentlemen,  sufficiently  express  my  sense  of  these  matters  by  words,  give  me 
leave  therefore  on  this  occasion  to  do  it  in  some  other  way  by  desiring  the  Corporation  will  do  me 
the  favor  to  accept  of  a  piece  of  plate  or  some  other  testimony  if  I  knew  any  wcb  wou’d  be  more 
agreable  to  them  in  their  corporate  capacity. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Jan^  9th,  1766. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  bustle  of  yesterday  was  very  well  conducted  it  having  been  thoroughly  consider’d 
beforehand,  &  Sam.  Forster  was  of  great  service  to  us  in  the  araingment  of  matters.  I  sent  a 
message  to  Lord  Granby  to  invite  him  to  dine  at  the  Old  Shop  &  sup  at  the  George  or  either  of 
them,  he  chose  the  former  &  declin’d  the  latter,  but  my  uncle  R.  has  told  you  I  understand  that 
he  was  very  good  company  &  that  every  thing  went  off  very  well  at  dinner  ;  but  the  only  thing  which 
happen’d  otherwise  than  I  cou’d  wish  was  Barnes's  toasting  C.’s  health  wch  he  did  from  the  middle 
of  the  table  very  impertinently  without  being  at  all  call’d  upon  :  Gibert  &  my  uncle  R.  were  gone 
before  this  &  many  desir’d  to  add  success  to  his  attempts  at  Rochester.  Barnes  drank  it  with  this 
addition,  but  Mr  Alderman  wou’d  not  say  at  Rochester,  which  provok’d  me  rather,  but  I  fancy 
you  will  think  it  was  wisest  to  take  no  notice  of  it,  Ld  G — by  express’d  his  friendship  for  C’.  and 
assur’d  the  company  he  took  all  the  praise  he  cou'd  for  him  at  Rochester.  Pere.  wras  of  great  service 
to  us,  for  he  staid  after  Ld  Granby  &  Ld  George  left  us  &  play’d  at  cards,  while  my  uncle  &  I  went  to 
-drink  tea  at  Mr  Forster’s.  At  eight  o’clock  we  went  to  the  George,  where  we  found  Mr  Thoroton, 
Mr  Penant,  Ant  :  Lucas,  &  many  other  Gentlemen  &  Clergy  besides  freemen  in  all  I  fancy  about 
fifty.  At  ten  o'clock  after  we  had  drunk  the  King,  Corpora  :  Freemen  of  Grantm,  the  Recorder 
&  many  other  toasts,  my  uncle  F.  and  I  set  off  attended  by  about  8  or  10  with  the  Music  to  goto 
the  Wheatsheaf,  where  Kewley  &  Cowsel  presided,  we  were  just  got  upon  the  stairs  at  the  George 
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when  we  met  the  Alder"  &  many  others  of  the  Corpora  :  (who  did  not  choose  to  sup  with  a  fresh 
company)  headed  by  Fere  we  therefore  turn'd  back  &  usher'd  ’em  into  the  room  nobly  with  the 

t™eSWheafhtf'Ve  l  T  *  CorPoration  &  cheer’d  the  toast,  &  then  set  off  again  for 

hour  ^  then  ri;  IV*  ^  ^  ^  to  reCeive  118  J  ^  staid  with  ’em  about  \  an 

p°T  ^  1.  f  T  V  OUr  °  d  stat,oas  'vhere  we  were  fix’d  till  past  one  at  this  morning  •  then 
Pere  went  to  bed  at  the  George.  Frank  &  I  took  my  Grandmother's  coach,  w<*  they  serf  for  us 

to  To  Thro  Hr  S°Tber’  f°r  ^  ST"  Ld  -y  considerate  of  me  as  I  had  an  etemng 

to  go  thro  ,  &  at  supper  I  was  excus  d  drinking  wine  &  water  as  I  had  before  entertain’d  one  com- 

pan> .  Ex  erythmg  went  off  as  well  as  possible  &  I  was  very  well  received,  Wch  gave  me  very  great 
pleasure  as  I  believe  it  proceeded  out  of  real  regard  to  you.  I  made  the  Corporation  a  short  Speech 

imele  fT  "T  treed°m’  uVon  the  Plan>  tho  not  exactly  in  the  words  of  that  mv 

C  6  F'  FaS  deSir  d  to  send  mY  mother  :  enclos'd  you  have  the  one  I  drew,  w^h  was  afterwards 
mprov  d  by  my  uncle  F.  in  the  manner  my  mother  has  it.  Prav  tell  her  Ld  Granby  insisted  upon 
drinking  the  mother  of  the  new  freeman  ;  &  was  peremptory  very  early  in  drinking  your  health 
&  won  d  not  be  satisfied  with  drinking  you  with  your  brother  member  as  I  desir’d  to  do 
Everybody  here  joins  in  the  Kindest  compts  to  all  in  Downing  Street  with  Dear  Sir 


My  uncle  P.  will  be  with  you  perhaps  before  this  letter. 


Your  most  dutiful 
most  affect,  son, 

Brownlowe  Cust. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir,  Belt°n'  JanFy  llth’  1766* 

.  ,  ' 1  haT®  recflved  two  very  kind  letters  from  you  one  yesterday  morning,  the  other  this  - 

you  in  the  midst  of  business  grudge  so  little  the  trouble  of  writing  to  us  :  that  we  shou’d  be  deficient 
indeed  not  to  inform  you  of  everything  of  the  least  consequence ;  tho’  there  is  scarcely  that  reason 
for  writing  at  present  (for  since  Wednesday  nothing  new  has  happen’d)  but  in  my  hurry  on  Thursdav 
I  mrgot  to  acquaint  you  what  was  done  about  the  Maces ;  I  left  it,  as  you  wd  find  by  mv  speech 
o  the  Corporation  to  choose  what  piece  of  plate  they  pleas’d,  but  to  the  Alderman  I  had* specified 
Maces  as  the  only  piece  that  they  seemed  to  want,  nevertheless  I  did  not  determine  upon  that, 
u  desir  d  the  Alderman  w  consult  with  his  brethren  upon  the  subject  :  He  took  me  asside  just 
before  dinner  on  Wednesday,  and  told  me  that  the  Corporation  wou’d  prefer  Maces  to  any  other 
plate  When  my  uncle  F.  and  I  get  to  Town  we  may  talk  further  with  you  about  &  speak  to  a  silver - 
smith,  but  you  will  agree  with  us  I  daresay  in  thinking  it  wrong  to  employ  any  one  at  Grantham 
in  the  business  :  \  oung  Newton  as  the  C'hamberlayn  this  year  wd  be  the  properest  person  &  the 

man  whom  Stanser  thought  of  but  then  Sharpin  &  others  might  be  affronted  ;  wcb  is  what  the  Aider- 
man  suggested  to  me  when  I  mention’d  Newton.  I  think  you  will  agree  with  us  in  another* thin^ 
too  &  that  is  that  it  is  ten  thousand  pities  that  any  gift  of  ours  shou’d  immortalise  Twig's  name 
who  drinks  success  to  C.  in  all  his  attempts. 

I  am  very  glad  you  approve  of  our  conduct  toward  Brag,  I  was  very  sure  you  wou’d  :  Sam  Forster 
is  very  happy  with  it  ;  he  sais  nobody  blames  it  in  the  least  or  takes  B’s  part  ;  &  that  our  example 
of  this  kind  will  do  more  good  than  many  favors  ;  this  I  find  is  your  opinion,  when  you  desire  to 
proceed  further  with  B— ,  but  my  uncles  &  Grandmother  all  think  that  if  you  w^as  upon  the  spot. 
&  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  circumstances  you  wd  judge  it  to  be  wisest  to  let  things  rest  here  : 
for  depend  upon  it  the  man  is  sufficiently  mortified,  &  to  use  Sam  F.’s  expression  is  fairlv  caught  : 

e  has  now  nothing  to  say  for  himself,  &  both  his  landlord  Mr  Rowe  &  his  Patron  Mr  Newton  must 
blame  him  alone  ;  but  if  we  go  further  we  may  share  the  blame  ;  for  in  this  respect  he  has  done 
nothing  so  personally  against  us,  but  that  he  may  excuse  himself  &  say  we  wou’d  not  give  him  his 
price,  &  therefore  he  wd  not  let  us  have  his  house  ;  but  what  cause  was  this  for  direct  acts  of  great 
enmity  and  this  my  uncles  and  grandmother  desire  you  to  consider  farther  of.  I  have  been  to 
Grantham  today  to  pay  Mr  Forster  the  bills  for  Wednesday,  wd>  he  had  taken  the  trouble  of  :  The 
whole  expense  of  eating  &  drinking  on  that  day  comes  to  124  &  upwards  ;  besides  the  Waites,  Ringers, 
rums,  etc.  &  10  guineas  w<=h  we  agreed  at  Stanser’s  motion  shou’d  be  given  to  the  Alderman  to 
be  laid  out  in  corn,  for  the  poor  as  he  has  fifty  left  by  Dr  Newcome  for  the  same  purpose  ;  &  the  fees 
of  taking  up  my  freedom  w^  will  amount  to  15  guineas,  viz  :  10  to  the  Town  Clerk,  &  2  to  each 
Sergeant  and  1  to  the  Beadle.  Pray  tell  my  Mother  I  found  my  uncle  &  aunt  Vernon  very  well 
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and  quite  settled  at  Hough  yesterday  :  everybody  agrees  my  aunt  has  not  look'd  better  a  vast  manv 

1  P?wut?0  °uVer1again  uext  Wednesday  &  spend  the  day  there:  when  I  will  call  ,„>on 
y  tenant  M  Hall  as  he  desir  d  me  to  see  the  method  he  intends  to  take  about  some  quick  he 
going  to  plant.  I  spoke  to  VV  ill :  Catlin  to-day  about  the  Hedges  at  Normanton  wen  he  sais  so 
on  as  well  as  they  can  this  frosty  weather,  but  after  it  is  over  they  will  go  on  more  expeditious! 
in  planting  some  &  securing  the  rest.  All  here  desire  best  duty  &  kindest  love  in  Downin-  Street 
We  hope  Pere  is  of  your  party  at  dinner  to-day.  '  661 ' 

P’f ‘  -*Ir  F,orster  has  taken  a  vast  deal  of  trouble  in  this  last  business  &  he  will  not  take  a  far- 
mg  for  it.  Some  present  perhaps  w«  be  proper  from  you  to  him  or  perhaps  better  from  mv  mother 
to  Mrs.  Forster  :  his  clerk  assisted  us  in  taking  care  of  the  wine.  Mr  F.  has  given  him  wht  he  did 
think  enough  but  we  will  add  a  guinea  to  it.  My  grandmother  gave  Mrs  Stokes  one  guinea.  Quere 
whether  you  w«  have  one  or  two  guineas  given  from  you  and  my  mother. 


Mr.  F.  Reid  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Worthy  Sir  John, 


Stamford.  Jan:  11th,  1766. 


Upon  receiving  the  favour  of  your  Letter  I  sent  to  our  Lark  Catcher  to  order  six  dozen 
of  Larks  weekly,  who  will  be  very  glad  to  furnish  them,  as  I  shall  be  to  direct  them  duly  to  vour 
Desire,  if  the  Season  will  permit.  But  at  present  it  is  unluckily  ag1  him,  the  nets  freezing  so  everv 
night,  that  he  frequently  comes  home  with  no  more  than  half  a  dozen.  I  will  send  the  first  by  the 
Fly  that  sets  up  in  Holborn  and  give  you  notice  in  time  for  yr  servant  to  call  for  them. 

My  wife  and  I  are  extremely  oblig'd  for  your  kind  Congratulations  on  the  Birth  of  our  Grandson 
wc  we  were  greatly  rejoic'd  to  hear  of,  and  the  safe  way  its  dear  mother  was  in.  Our  grand  children, 
tis  true,  make  us  look  like  an  Old  Couple,  but  the  prosperity  of  our  children,  and  the  favours  thev 
meet  with  from  good  friends  is  enough  to  make  our  Blood  glow  like  our  Gratitude  ;  and  since  the 
severe  Trials  we  have  met  with  did  not  break  our  constitutions,  we  hope  the  goodness  of  God  will 
continue  to  us,  till  we  see  the  rest  of  our  Children  as  happy  as  those  that  are  dispos’d  of.  Mv  nephew 
Lurcock  left  my  Daughter  Teesdale  and  little  one  very  well  two  days  ago.  He  made  some  stay 
m  Town  in  hopes  of  getting  into  employ,  and  being  tired  of  lying  idle,  would  be  glad  to  go  to  North 
America,  if  friends  cou’d  possibly  be  made  in  his  favour. 

I  shou  d  be  guilty  of  Disrespect  if  I  pass’d  over  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  yourself  and 
Lady  Cust  upon  Mr  Brownlowe’s  coming  of  age,  and  the  favour  he  had  lately  shewn  him  by  the 
Corporation  of  Grantham.  To  recite  the  many  reasons  how  justly  it  was  due  might  bring  me  under 
suspicion  of  flattery,  which  I  woud  always  keep  as  wide  of  as  of  that  odious  vice  of  ingratitude, 
and  shall  say  no  more  on  the  occasion,  but  that  his  engaging  Behaviour  and  many  excellent  Quali¬ 
fications  cannot  fail  of  gaining  him  the  esteem  of  mankind. 

My  wife  begs  leave  to  join  with  me  in  begging  the  acceptance  of  our  most  respectful  Complim^ 
to  yourself.  Lady  Cust,  and  the  young  Ladies,  and  heartily  wishing  the  Business  of  the  Session 


may  go  on  in  every  respect  agreeably,  I  am  good  Sir  John, 


Please  to  give  my  Complimts  to  Mr  Palmer. 


your  most  oblig’d  and  most 

humble  servant 

F.  Retd. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

_  Belton.  Jan^  14th,  1766. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  treat  &  everything  relating  to  it  is  now  pretty  well  over,  everybody  has  been  paid 
hut  Mr  Forster  s  Clerk  &  two  of  the  servts  here  who  were  sent  to  take  care  of  the  liquor,  who  as  yet 
had  nothing  given  em  the  two  latter  we  are  under  no  difficulty  about,  &  I  find  my  uncle  F.  has 
-ask  d  your  opinion  with  respect  to  the  former.  I  think  he  ought  to  reap  some  benefit  from  his 
master  s  generosity.  My  uncle  tells  me  he  forget  to  mention  in  his  letter  yesterday  that  Kewlev 
has  recd  no  wages  &  there  will  be  a  year’s  due  to  him  next  month  :  my  grandmother  &  you  allow 
him  between  you  40£  a  year  :  before  we  leave  the  country  my  uncle  thinks  a  part  shou’d  be  paid 
to  him  :  for  he  has  put  himself  into  decent  mourning  in  Mr  Whishaw’s  sense  of  the  word,  therefore 
at  is  most  probable  that  he  begins  to  want  pence. 


' 


256 


RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY. 


I  gave  Rubins  ten  guineas  yesterday,  wch  Mr  Forster  thought  was  a  very  handsome  sum,  &  I 
fancy  it  came  to  him  a  propos,  for  the  midwife  was  got  into  his  house.  Miss  Clark  &  her  brother 
are  here,  with  whom  we  make  a  party  tomorrow  to  go  to  Thorp,  of  wch  I  shall  be  one  as  it  will  be 
a  good  opportunity  to  talk  to  Mr  Newton  about  Brag.  I  am  summon’d  by  the  little  bell  so  with 
the  due  comp*s  of  all  here  to  all  in  Downing  Street  I  conclude  &  subscribe  myself,  most  sincerelv 
Dear  Sr 

your  most  dutiful 

&  most  affect  :  son 

I  go  to  Hough  on  Thursday.  g  Cust. 

P.S.  by  Francis  Cust. 

It  appears  that  Kewley  was  paid  by  Sr  John  in  October,  so  that  no  Notice  need  be  taken  by 
way  of  answer  to  that  Part  of  ve  Letter— but  Qu  :  whether  Kewley  &  Cowsell  shd  be  pd  anything 
for  their  attendance  at  ye  Wheat  Sheaf  on  Wednesday  Night.  There  is  a  Bill  of  Stanser’s  about 
30s.  for  Things  had  in  ye  House,  while  Sr  J.  was  at  the  Race.  Qu  :  whether  this  shd  come  into  Lady 
C.’s  account. 


Francis  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Belton.  Jan.  23,  1766. 

We  are  rather  disappointed  at  hearing  nothing  from  Downing  to  Day,  as  ye  Parham*  approaches 
when  we  don’t  desire  you  to  write.  I’m  abundantly  satisfied  that  ye  B '  Interest  never  was  on  a 
better  Footing  than  it  is  now,  &  I  think  we  have  done  great  Things  to  make  such  wonderfull  altera¬ 
tions  in  ye  state  of  affairs  in  less  than  a  Twelve-Month.  We  shd  have  had  incredible  mischief  from 

Kippis,  if  we  had  suffer’d  his  absurdity  to  get  a  head.  All  is  right  now,  except  with  Whaley _ whose 

Case  in  ye  Crow-shooting  season  is  too  long  for  a  Letter,  but  I  don’t  like  it,  as  there’s  a  Possibility 
of  his  being  returning  officer  at  y8  Election.  Brownlowe  is  well  introduced  now  among  ’em  all, 
&  has  taken,  I  hope,  a  good  Root.  He  is  gone  to  Denton  this  morning,  &  I  am  just  going  to  meet 
him  at  Dinner  at  Pennant's,  where  I  fear  another  Batch  as  it’s  Ld  Granby’s  Birthday.  These  riotous 
lucubrations  throw  my  audit  sadly  in  arrears — but  I  have  worked  hard  this  morning.  I  wish  to 
knowT  wdio  is  to  pay  Kewley’ s  Journey  when  he  came  down  in  Feb>r  as  Pere  :  told  him  that  he  was 
not  to  pay  it,  &  what  addition  you  think  shfl  be  made  to  ve  I  gn.  wch  Forster  pd  to  his  Clerk  for 
keeping  ye  account  of  the  Liquor  at  ye  George,  &  wdiat  Notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  Kewley  and 
Cowsell  for  taking  care  of  ye  company  at  ye  Wheatsheaf. 

I  am  in  great  Haste 

yours  etc. 

F.  C. 

Brownlowe’ s  as  full  of  engagem*8  that  he  don’t  go  to  Hough  till  Thursday.  I  hope  this  week, 
will  finish  all  my  Business,  but  I  doubt  whether  Chloe’s  Puppy  will  be  an  agreeable  companion  in 
a  Post-Chaise. 


MACES  FOR  CORPORATION. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  the  Alderman.  (Draft.) 


Sir, 


1766. 


The  workman  according  to  his  promise  brought  home  the  Maces  the  latter  end  of  last  week, 
&  they  were  sent  to  the  carrier  yesterday  so  I  hope  they  will  come  safe  to  you  on  Friday  or  Saturday 
next.  The  man  assures  me  he  has  finish’d  them  as  perfectly  as  is  in  his  power,  at  least  they  are 
better  than  when  I  saw  them  before.  If  they  meet  with  the  approbation  of  you.  Sir,  and  the  cor¬ 
poration  I  shall  be  very  happy.  However  I  beg  the  favor  of  the  corporation  to  accept  of  them 
as  a  small  token  of  my  hearty  and  sincere  regard  for  them.  The  crown  at  the  top  of  them  may  be 
unscrewed  as  may  also  the  strait  handle  and  the  remainder  may  be  made  use  of  as  a  cup,  out  of 
wch  when  I  come  into  the  country,  I  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  of  drinking  health  &  prosperity 
to  you  Sir  &  the  Corporation  to  whom  I  beg  my  respectful  comp*8  &  am  dear  Sir  your  most  oblig'd 
faithful  humble  servant 


B.  Cust. 
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0  T  Thomas  Stanser  to  Sir  John  Cust 

Sir  John, 

I  am  acquainted  of  the  Counsellor  and  Mr  Forster's  writing  to  von  bv  this  mt  »,  t  „ 
Mannors  but  as  I  have  used,  mv  nt-mncf  Vuria,,,.  ,•  ,  12  j  inis  poi-t  ab  the 

fully  credited  this  (Ul  *7  >  *°  EnqUire  after  *  *  not  so 

if*  you'  can  lget  °it Hink  *  Sh°Uld  ^  &  P^chaseto  yoTUdT Im  TertsZtl^e  great  S 

As  to  the  Angel  I  have  talked  just  now  with  Mr  Forster  ab*  W  Ca— ft  buying  it 
you  cannot  come  at  it.  uuyoig  u 

I  reod  yr  Letter  the  post  being  near  making  up  can  say  no  further,  &  am 


But  he  thinks 


.  -  yr  Most  H,,le  Servt 

Tho.  Stanser  Sr  in  hast. 

27  March  66/10  o'clock. 

You  need  not  trouble  y'self  to  answer  mine  as  I  shall  see  the  above  Gent" 
t^VZtT:^TJLWm  h“  B°‘  ‘he  Duke  of  Kingston,  There  is  nothing 


Mr.  Sam.  Forster  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Sr, 


1766. 


It  was  yesterday  rumoured  at  Grantham,  &  I  find  generally  beleived  that  Lord  Wm 
Manners  had  purchased  our  Manner  &  Soke,  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  o/perttod  ^  I  hoot  mar 

to  mat-e  wh  !.  6VOT  th°u«ht  Pr»Per  “end  you  this  Intimation  thereof.  &  you  will  be  pleased 
to  make  what  use  you  think  proper  of  it  in  Case  the  Report  has  no  Foundacon  ■  mv  wife  Tod  w 
me  m  presenting  our  most  respeetfull  Complind*  to  yourself,  &  all  the  Family.’  ‘  ' 


Grantham.  27th  March  1766. 


am,  Sr 

Yr  most  obliged  faithfull 
hble  servt 

Sam  :  Forster. 


Rev.  R.  Easton  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

^l!  Purchfse  of  *5,®  Royalty  of  this  Mannour  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  by  Lord  Will™  Planners 

“y\rContradicted  and  & 

slWH  T  11  doubt,  and  M  John  Manners  says  that  the  Articles  of  Contract  for  its  Sale  were 

down  +n  Ve,  Ve  mo’n;ths  since.  As  I  am  confin'd  this  week  and  cannot  step  over  to  Belton  I  sit 

L^r  LSffoyr°vomVCCTnt  T  7  t  appearS  t0  me  and  1  flatter  myself  d  could  not  faU  into 
b^n  verbal  L  w  77  ’•  ^  ^  tMs  CorPoration  too  woud  have 

fallen  into?,  di  7  fd  &  &  m  y°lir  Family  As  d  ha*h  escaped  you  it  is  well  that  it  is 

the7  thrtafhaUdS  dlSP°!,ed  fc°  aCt  t>'rannically  and  to  make  anv  enemies.  Mr  Stanser,  who  despises 
Ice  “by  wTt  mdSt  and  1  exPect  ^0  be  next  Pass,  unless  Mr  Forster  tak^ 

With  patience  wait  Z  tZeveZ! 7  ^  ^  W®  haV6  0Ur  Resok,t,ons  “<« 


Rev.  R.  Easton  to  Richard  Cust. 

T  4  o’clock  p.m.  April  4,  66. 

Mr  Hutchinson,  TT  clhT^T  1  have  heard  of  the  Dllke  Portland’s  being  here,  &  have  sent 
sale  of  Th7  Ten  C/fbtTee 'to  enquire  whether  anything  hath  been  said  to  His  Grace  on  his 

hath  hJn 7  7TGranthara-  MF  Crabtree’s  answer  is  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  says  he 

actually  soin^r;  \  7  Manuers  on  his  desire  of  parting  with  the  mannour  that  it  is  not 

noffaLtl  ht  v,  ,  T  '  hT  *  m  Price-  Whilst  there  is  life  ^ere  are  hopes,  whilst  it  is 
sent  out  th^TTi  ieiT  u  a  bare  pOSSlblIlty  of  escaPing  them.  An  Express  to  the  Speaker 
Saturday  night  ^  WlU  reaC1  hlm  tomorrow>  ar*d  Sir  John  may  see  his  Grace  of  Portland  before 
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Richard  Peete  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Right  Honourable  Sir, 

Yke  desire  of  rendering  myself  serviceable  to  the  Interest  of  your  Honourable  Family 

which  your  self  &  every  one  of  the  Family  are  well  convinced  is  sincere,  encouraged  with  the 
■civilities  &  professions  of  friendly  Regard  you  have  already  Honour’d  me  with,  &  the  particular 
promise  of  some  Favour  from  Mr  Brownlowe  Cust  to  my  son  when  they  were  in  College  have 
-embolden'd  me  to  petition  for  my  Son  (who  I  am  sure  will  take  every  opportunity  of  making  himself 
usefull  to  the  Family)  the  Presentation  to  the  Living  of  Belton,  when  it  shall'  happen  to  become 
Vacant,  Nay  from  some  words  the  C’ounsellour  spoke  in  Publick  company  a  few  months  since 
I  flatter  myself  with  hopes  of  succeeding,  for  I  suppose  that  the  Counsellour,  who  is  not  used  to  say 
-anything  without  a  meaning  woud  not  especially  in  a  Large  company  speak  so  openly  of  the  happiness 
it  was  for  my  Son  that  he  read  Prayers  for  the  first  time  in  Belton  Chappel  without  being  assured 
you  design’d  some  particular  Favour  for  him  .  .  .  .Indeed  Sir  John,  relying  on  your  kind  Expressions 
the  Sincerity  of  which  can  bear  no  doubt,  we  have  neglected  to  improve  our  Interest  in  another 
ramily  which  has  amounted  to  no  less  than  a  promise  of  a  Living.  Hence  there  appears  the  True 
Hegard  for  the  Honour  &  Happiness  of  your  worthy  Family. 

I  remain  Sir  with  the 

utmost  sincerity 
Your  obedient  &  Devoted 

Humble  servant 

My  Duty  waits  on  Lady  Cust  &  Family.  RiCHd  Peete. 

■Grantham.  April  7th,  1766. 


Brownlowe  Cust.  (Fragment.) 

(York.)  1766. 

which  I  return  d  to  dress  to  go  to  the  Assembly,  where  I  was  engaged  to  dance  with  Miss  Bould 
<my  Father  knows  her,  at  least  remembers  her  Father’s  civility  to  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  when 
in  Lancashire).  My  good  stars  that  had  accompanied  me  very  long,  here  left  me  to  my  ill  ones 
who  brought  me  into  a  little  kind  of  scrape,  web  was  as  follows  ;  Miss  Bould  my  intended  Partner 
did  not  come  into  the  Room  so  soon  as  I  did,  &  as  I  was  setting.  Miss  Sackvile  came  to  me  to  enquire 
after  her  partner,  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  his  name  Fletcher;  I  told  her  I  left  the  course  with 
him,  but  had  seen  nothing  of  him  since,  &  I  added  my  Partner  is  not  come  yet,  so  if  you  please  we 
will  dance  together.  I  had  no  sooner  began  than  (as  Mr  Gibert  wd  say)  as  the  Devil  would  have  it 
my  Partner  came  m  with  Lady  Armitage  &  walk’d  up  to  the  top  of  the  Room  where  sat  Lady 
-Sackvile  &  Sir  George  Savile  &  the  latter  asking  Miss  Bould  if  she  was  not  engaged  to  dance  she 
made  answer,  I  thought  I  was,  but  find  my  partner  is  dancing  with  another  Ladv.  Is  he,  said 
f  George  that’s  very  rude.  No,  sais  Miss  Bould,  I  can’t  blame  the  Gentleman,  for  I  am  told  the 
Lady  ask  d  him.^  This  Lady  Sackvile  heard  &  took  fire  at,  tho’  said  nothing  then,  but  as  soon  as 
-she  saw  me  desir  d  I  wd  convince  my  Partner  that  Miss  did  not  ask  me  but  I  her  ;  mv  Lady  having 
mention  d  this  to  many  others  Miss  Bould  heard  of  it  from  many  quarters  &  was  much  distress’d 
-about  it.  As  soon  as  I  perceived  this,  I  undertook  upon  my  intimacy  with  Lady  Sackvile  to  set 
all  right  again,  but  alas  !  I  cd  not  directly  perform  this,  however  I  in  some  measure  quieted  my 
Lady,  &  told  Miss  Bould  I  had  quite  accomplish’d  my  purpose  ;  so  it  ended  pretty  well  Miss 
Bould  heard  no  more  of  it,  but  when  I  call’d  on  Lady  Sackvile  the  next  morning  it  was  made  our 
Tea-Table  talk  when  I  defended  Miss  Bould,  by  telling  my  Lady  she  meant  no  harm,  &  was  far 
from  designing  her  LadP  of  all  people  shd  hear  her.  &  that  Miss  B.  said  no  more  than  an v  of  us  wd 
say  to  an  acquaintance  or  friend.  This  story  I  send  to  Belton  for  the  reading  of  the  Ladies  there, 
but  I  desire  this  piece  of  Journal  may  be  taken  particular  care  and  the  subject  of  it  never  spoken 
to  any  person  but  the  Beltonians.  I  saw  my  Lady  Sackvile  &  her  DaiW  off  for  Harravgate  on 
Sunday  morning.  She  was  to  stay  here  Monday  &  to  be  at  Paunton  on  Wednesday  &  the  Thursday 
sennight  to  set  off  for  Lincoln.  I  went  after  that  to  call  on  Miss  Bould  but  found  to  my  sorrow 

tiTl8  JUS^  gOP’e  fr°m  York’  wCh  Place  1  left  a  few  hours  after.  But  would  it  not  be  strange  that 
1  sh  here  leave  off  my  acc*  of  York  races  &  never  say  one  word  of  Ld  Burlington’s  building,  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  w^h  truly  I  think  are  of  the  most  magnificent  I  ever  saw,  150  feet  long  <fc 

50  wide  &  high.  It  is  lin’d  with  five  Corinthian  Pillars,  before  seats  are  set  for  the  Ladies. 
Minuets .... 
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Mr.  John  Clarke,  Miller,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Wellingore.  April  ye  7th,  1706. 

Application  for  post  of  Tidewaiter. 


Marquess  of  Rockingham  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sir, 

I  shall  with  great  Pleasure  continue  the  Person  you  recommend  as  a  Commissioner  in  the- 

Lottery. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  yet  executed  your  commands  in  regard  to  the  Tide  Surveyor  on  which 
you  recommended  to  me  some,  months  ago.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  do  it. 

I  am  with  great  Truth  &  Regard 
Your  most  obed* 

&  most  Humble 

Grosvenor  Square.  Serv1 

Tuesday  M.  Apr.  ye  8th,  1766.  Rockingham. 


Duke  of  Portland  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Welbeck.  April  10th,  1766. 


Sir, 

Having  been  long  since  applied  to  by  Lord  William  Manners  &  lately  by  Lord  Granby 
for  the  refusal  of  my  Grantham  Estate  it  is  impossible  for  me  till  I  know  their  resolutions  to  comply 
with  your  request  but  if  we  should  not  agree  upon  the  terms  of  the  purchase,  you  may  then  depend 
upon  the  next  offer  :  I  hope  you  will  be  assurd  of  the  pleasure  I  should  have  in  giving  you  any  proof 
of  the  respect  &  regard  with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

Your  very  faithful 
humble  servant 


Rt-  Hon,,le  The  Speaker,  etc. 


Portland. 


Duke  of  Portland  to  Earl  of  Egmont. 

Welbeck.  April  10th,  1766. 

My  dear  Lord, 

I  was  yesterday  honor'd  with  your  Lordship’s  letter,  &  have  the  mortification  to  inform 
you  that  prior  engagements  make  it  impossible  for  me  immediately  to  obey  your  commands.  I 
have  by  this  post  acquainted  the  Speaker  with  the  state  of  the  case  &  have  promised  him,  in  case 
of  my  not  agreeing  with  those  who  had  previously  applied,  the  refusal  of  the  estate.  I  was  sorry 
-to  find  your  Lordship  should  think  it  necessary  to  make  any  excuse  upon  this  occasion  as  I  v  as- 
willing  to  flatter  myself  that  you  were  convinced  of  the  very  sincere  regard  &  respect  with  which 

I  am 

my  dear  Lord 

your  Lordships 

•  most  obedient  &  most 

faithfull  humble  servant 

Earl  of  Egmont.  Portland. 


Sir  John  Cust  (draft)  to  Nathaniel  Ryder. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  told  that  you  have  some  intention  of  disposing  of  your  Estate  at  Harrowby 
if  so  I  shou’d  think  myself  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  wou’d  let  me  know  what  price  \ou  fix 
upon  it,  lying  near  my  seat  in  Lincolnshire.  If  there  is  no  foundation  for  what  I  have  heard  I  hope 
you  will  at  least  excuse  this  trouble  from  me. 

Who  have  the  honor  to  be — -with  the  truest  Regard  &  Esteem. 
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Nathaniel  Ryder  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Hill  Street.  April  26,  1766. 

Sir, 

Lady  Ryder  has  no  Intentions  of  disposing  of  her  Estate  at  Harrowby,  or  I  am  persuaded 
she  would  have  been  inclined  to  have  paid  great  attention  to  your  Application. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  Respect  &  Esteem 

Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 

Nath'  Ryder. 


May,  1766.  LIVING  OF  BINBROOKE. 

May  5.  Rev.  Richard  Easton  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Mr  Gilbert  is  dying  &  Dr  Cust  tells  me  that  Frank  Bacon  intends  to  apply  to  you 
for  Binbrooke  :  from  the  Chancellor 

wants  promise  of  West  Allington  to  “  my  Fellow  Xts.” 

Richard  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Young  Bacon’s  suggestions  as  to  livings  of  Barkston  and  Binbrooke. 

Sir  John  Cust  only  able  to  apply  on  behalf  of  Bacon. 

Richard  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Gilbert  is  dead.  Easton  not  applying  for  Binbrooke. 

May  15.  Richard  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Young  Bacon  is  ashamed  of  the  recpiest  he  made  to  you  about  Barkstone.  .  . . 

Easton’s  interference  very  impertinent. 

P.S.  My  Mother  desires  you  to  consider  this  House  vr  own  at  the  Races,  &  y*  you 
will  do  whatever  you  think  proper  without  considering  her  at  all  as  she  will  take 
care  of  herself,  &  as  no  plan  of  yrs  will  disconcert  her.  She  wishes,  however,  to  have 
early  notice  of  w*  you  intend,  &  whether  you  intend  coming  into  the  Country  for 
good  at  the  Races. 

May  14.  F.  Bacon  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

gratitude  for  successful  application. 

apology  for  behaviour  about  Barkston. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London.  Wednesday,  13th  Aug1  1766. 

My  dear  Sir  John, 

Since  I  last  saw  you  I  have  been  extremely  ill . 

Last  Night  I  came  to  Town,  &  waited  on  ye  King  whose  Leave  I  begged  to  resign  ye  Admiralty 
•giving  him  my  plain  and  true  Reason  wch  was  that  I  could  neither  with  Honour  to  myself  or  with 
advantage  to  his  Majesty’s  affairs  continue  in  a  Cabinet  avowedly  formed  upon  a  System  of  Politicks 
wch  my  Conscience  &  known  Principles  to  Publick  affairs  at  home  and  abroad  never  did  &  I  thought 
-could  permit  me  to  countenance  or  adopt— what  passd  at  such  an  Interview  is  unnecessary  and 
improper  to  relate,  but  I  obtained  his  Permission  to  resign  &  assurd  him  that  my  attachments  to 
himself  and  his  Family  will  in  every  respect  be  the  same  as  they  have  ever  been  wh  I  flatter  mvself 
he  can  never  doubt. 

I  thought  it  wd  be  inconsistent  with  my  real  Friendship  for  you  not  to  give  you  immediate 
Intelligence  of  a  Step  wch  Circumstances  have  rendered  unavoidable — and  I  hope  you  will  not 
condemn  it,  when  w~e  have  an  opportunity  to  converse  fully  upon  ye  whole  matter — I  wish  this  may 
be  soon,  being  most 

sincerely  yr  affect,  humble  serv1 

Egmont. 
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Thomas  Stan'ser,  SE\r,  to  Brownlowe  Cust. 

Grantham.  29th  Nov.  1766. 

Sir, 

I  receiv'd  the  favor  of  yours  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  hear  you  are  all  well  and  very  sincerely 
wish  a  long  continuance  thereof.  The  Maces  arrived  very  safe  yesterday  and  at  my  coming  Home 
(after  being  out  2  days)  &  coming  from  Dining  at  Belton  with  your  very  good  grandmother, 
Mr  Aid '  was  so  obliging  to  send  for  several  of  us  to  his  own,  House  to  see  your  most  elegant  and 
valuable  present.  Every  one  was  in  amaze.  They  so  farr  surpast  anything  wee  could  imagine  or 
expect.  The  Bells  were  orderd  to  Ring  and  we  drunk  to  all  yr  good  Health  in  the  Brace  Cup. 
Mr  Cooper  &  Mr  Stowe  the  Two  Chiefs  were  there,  &  they  think  it  may  be  of  service  to  their  Faculty — 
This  day  the  Alderman's  House  has  been  full  of  Town  &  Country  to  see  them  &  join  with  us  in  their 
High  sentiments  of  the  Present. 

On  Monday  (God  willing)  Mr  Alderman  &  the  24  intends  waiting  of  your  Relations  at  Belton 
at  twelve  o’clock  with  the  Maces  for  their  view  etc.  etc.  Shall  proceed  with  the  waits  &  in  the  same 
manner  as  when,  your  good  Father  was  made  Speaker.  In  the  evening  shall  meet  at  one  of  the 
Inns.  You  may  easy  guess  what  will  ensue  and  on  the  16th  of  December  (God  willing)  many  good 
Friends  intends  to  Remember. 

I  am,  Sir  your  obligd  &  obed  ser* 

Thos.  Stanser,  Sex1-. 

They  cannot  be  made  use  of  the  first  Sunday  (tomorrow)  not  having  proper  Fixtures  in  Church 
for  them. 


The  Corporation  to  Brownlowe  Cust. 


1766. 


Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  the  Maces  came  safe  to  the  Hands  of  Mr  Alderman  Wheelwright  which  farr 
surpass  the  Expectations  of  the  Corporation  being  finished  in  a  most  Elegant  and  Masterly  Manner. 
And  we  beg  leave  to  Return  you  our  Sincere  and  Hearty  Thanks  for  so  Noble  a  Present  and  to 
Assure  you  that  we  shall  always  entertain  a  lively  Sense  of  the  Great  Honor  thereby  done  us  And 
as  an  immediate  Testimony  of  our  Regard  we  shall  be  glad  to  conferr  the  Freedom  of  the  Corporation 
on  such  person  as  you  shall  please  to  appoint.  We  beg  you  will  present  our  Duty  to  Sir  John  Cust 
and  we  are 

Dear  Sir 

your  obliged  &  most  Obed*  Hble  Serv* 


jso  Wheelwright,  Aid. 
Rich*1  Rubins,  Town  Clerk. 
RlCHd  Peete. 

Will111  Sharpin. 

Thos  Short. 

Robert  Barnes. 

Tho8  Gozna. 

J*°  Holt. 

Thos.  Stanser,  SenC 
JMO  Rawlinson. 

Benj.  Twigg. 

John  Stones. 

Hastwell  Butcher. 


John  Whaley. 
Cornelius  Wetherall.  - 
WiLLm  Newton. 

Christ1,  Stow. 
Augustine  Cooke. 

Th°  Newcome. 

John  Calcraft. 

Jn°  Burbridge. 

RiCHd  Briggs. 

Tho8  Stanser,  Jltn. 

WlLDBORE  GarNAR. 

John  Garnar. 

Wm  Cooper. 


Reply  to  Corporation  by  Brownlowe  Cust,  drafted  by  Francis  Cust. 

Mr  Alderman  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Corporation, 

The  very  kind  and  obliging  letter  which  I  receiv’d  from  you  by  yesterday's  post  merits 
my  earliest  acknowledgements  ;  and  I  cannot  but  esteem  it  as  a  very  great  honor  to  have  it  signed 
by  every  member  of  so  respectable  a  body.  To  find  the  Corporation  think  the  Maces  worthy  their 
acceptance  must  give  me  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  :  and  the  very  polite  and  handsome  manner 
in  wch  they  have  been  receiv'd  by  you  will  make  a  very  lasting  impression  on  my  mind,  &  be  plac'd 
by  me  amongst  those  marks  of  regard  which  I  am  most  proud  of  &  hold  in  the  highest  esteem. 
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of  ii] “siciSrs  s/z:  ,r  yrr  kinrt  ;,fler  to  admit  *°  «•  ^ 

bofo.  Christmas  *  Zhe  ZZZ^ 

Gentlemen 

Your  very  much  obligd 

&  faithful  humble  serv* 

B.  C. 


Rev.  Richard  Palmer  to  Richard  Cust. 

it  isusuatfZZ  claZ ~  "Z  "Z 

the  End  of  the  Session  &  what  to  each  of  them  A  T  h°  ^  IT®  presents  of  money  befor^ 

and  as  the  Pari, ament  will  probably  rise  at  the  beVnnirrofnnexfweek  Tshln  be*'  "  ZiZd 
to  you  for  the  Favour  of  a  line  for  my  direction.  ’  1  h  1  be  muoh  obl«ed 

would'ZeZearZrom  ZTsZZZbTZyZ  fZ*  *  ^  °n  the  Rest-ation  ,  or  you 

by  both  Houses  taking  no  notice  of  the  Dav  ■  that  In'  thc'co'  agreeab1^  rehevetl  fr»“  that  Expense 
of  Lords  appointing  no  Preacher,  though  they  met  UP™  ^  **•  &  the  Housa 

I  yesterday  heard  a  long  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  when  the  Duke  nf  rvafto  +  , 

to  give  his  reasons  for  his  late  Resignation,  which  he  assured  the  hotedid  not  ar  e  fr 

=ff5^»i^3=£2r 

^Q^LtZ!:t7kll°^SSiTr  0i  the  EXCiSe-  WhiCh  place  ™  *  aeBr“°f 

though  the  latter  rLToT^hTlu^tave  its"  shLr^u^theL0 are  no  mor^th"*  “  °therS 
jectures,  who  cannot  help  reflecting  on  what  passes  in  the  Houses.  ThoThave  no  roUicitud^for 
the  best  m°re  n  an°ther  iUrth6r  than  f°r  Wh°m  Providence  knows  would  approve  himself 

at  Befto^lfe  ir  in  allrespectfull  compliments  to  Lady  Cust,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Evelyn  and  the  Family- 

Thank  God  S^jIhJ  &Tlf /nD^  ^  Evelyn  is  out  of  order’  and  heartily  wish  her  better. 

arrived  I  must  nni  f  1  f  ®OWnuig.  Street  are  wel1’  a*d  amongst  the  rest  the  Counsellor  just 

arrived.  I  must  not  fold  up  my  Paper  without  wishing  you  joy  of  the  Gout  &  who  am 

Good  Sir, 

May  29th,  1766  ^our  ever  faithfull  Humble  servant 

R.  Palmer. 


Rev.  Richard  Palmer  to  Richard  Cus^. 

Dear  Sir,  Nov-  12>  ’66. 

shomd  ofaio“:  ?mt  from  the  Speaker  that  h" 

passed  there.  Accord, ng.yl  n.ade  aZheZZf  DehaZZZh  °ZZ 

WaSTl,er^^d^*d  ^ 1  ^  ^^^av^t^gHe^oum^ra11  short  ^accoiurt^of8™  >rPem^e 

seconded  ^Ss^ST  xTforZr  ottZh^ke  LTw^  SZh^byZsZhZ 
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"the  Bar  ;  and  the  latter  v'erv  handsomely  ;  which  address  was  carried  without  a  Division,  A:  which, 
as  you  will  soon  see  it,  I  need  say  nothing  upon.  Lord  Suffolk  spoke  first  in  the  Opposition,  whose 
Speech  was  long  and  eloquent,  but  thinly  spread  with  Matter  and  argument.  His  sole  argument, 
and  in  which  he  was  followed  by  the  Anti  ministerial  Lords  was  this:  “  It  appeared  from  the  first 
Proclamation  against  Forestallers  and  Regraters  on  Sept.  10th  that  the  Ministry  was  at  that  Time 
sensible  of  the  Dearness  of  Corn  and  that  that  Dearness  was  very  likely  to  increase  ;  and  that  there¬ 
fore  instead  of  proroguing  the  Parliament  on  that  very  Day  till  the  11th  of  November.  They  should 
have  called  an  Earlier  meeting  of  it,  and  by  that  means  would  have  prevented  the  disagreeable 
necessity  of  the  King  issuing  another  proclamation  to  stop  the  exportation  of  the  Corn  without 
consent  of  the  Parliament  ;  and  which  (he  chose  to  say)  they  could  have  done,  if  they  had  the  Care 
of  the  Poor  so  much  at  heart  as  they  pretended.’’ 

To  which  Lord  Wickham  replyed  that  though  there  was  good  reason  to  fear  a  scarcity  of  Corn 
and  increase  of  its  price,  yet  however  It  was  far  from  certain  enough  to  justify  the  Calling  of  the 
Parliament  ;  which  might  have  forwarded  the  exportation  of  Corn  instead  of  preventing  it.  For 
•either  the  Parliament  must  have  been  summoned  very  hastily,  which  hasty  Parliaments  are  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  Constitution,  or  if  they  delayed  forty  Days,  in  that  space  of  time  very  great  Quantity 
-of  Corn  might  and  would  have  been  hurried  on  shipboard,  perhaps  to  the  Ruin  of  the  Kingdom. 
After  him  the  Lords  Temple  and  Littleton  arose.  Both  of  which  had  little  material  to  object  to 
this  reasoning.  Who  were  followed  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  who  very  clearly  shewd  that  all 
Government  must  have  such  a  Discretionary  Power  lodged  in  it,  and  that  it  had  been  practised 
by  the  Privy  Council  on  former  occasions,  and  they  were  only  amenable  to  Parliament  for  their 
Good  Intentions,  and  who  were  to  Judge  of  the  real  exigencies  of  things,  and  the  necessity  they 
were  under  of  making  Salus  Populi  Suprema  Lex.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  spoke  to  the  same  purpose. 
Alter  these  Lord  Mansfield  got  up,  who  began  with  commending  the  measures  of  the  Administration 
in  this  respect,  and  professed  that  he  should  have  done  the  same  thing  in  the  same  circumstances, 
but  still  insisted  that  it  was  contrary  to  Law  ;  and  proposed  a  Bill  of  Indemnification  for  all  those 
who  had  acted  under  the  authority  of  the  Crown  on  this  Occasion  in  forbidding  or  refusing  to  export 
Gorn,  notwithstanding  an  Act  of  the  22nd  of  Charles  2d,  which  gives  full  liberty  to  send  Corn  abroad 
-as  much  as  to  sell  it  at  home. 

The  present  Lord  Chancellor  answered  Lord  Mansfield  with  a  general  eloquent  harangue  on  the 
Wisdom  and  Equity  of  the  late  Step  (which  Lord  M.  never  denied)  and  insisted  also  that  It  was 
Le^al  but  without  giving  his  reasons  for  that  opinion.  In  part  of  his  speech  he  made  use  of  these 
Words  :  “  It  is  a  Trust  necessary  to  be  reposed  in  government  and  which  even  Brutus  would  not 
have  denyed  to  Nero.’’  I  should  have  told  you  before  that  L(1  Chatam  (who  was  that  Day  intro- 
-duced  in  the  House  by  L(1  Northington.)  spoke  twice  on  this  subject  enforcing  (as  his  manner  is) 
the  arguments  which  had  been  used  before  with  appeals  to  the  Passions.  His  first  Speech  was  in 
a  gentle  and  respectfull  Tone  of  Voice,  and  with  becoming  Dignity.  The  Second  (after  having 
been  irritated  by  Lord  Temple,  who  however  abstained  from  Personalities)  was  with  his  usual  high 
Tone  of  Voice  and  Gesture,  as  in  the  Commons. 

What  passed  in  this  last  House  I  only  learn  from  the  Speaker  to  have  been  much  ye  same,  I  mean 
■the  same  arguments,  as  in  the  Lords.  Upon  the  whole  the  fiVst  Day  was  a  Day  of  less  Tumult  than 
was  expected  ;  and  the  Opposition  made  an  indifferent  Figure. 

The  Counsellor  desired  me  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Dean  of  Norwich  enquired  very  obligingly 
.after  you  at  Court,  and  the  Bishop  of  Kilmore  expressed  his  great  obligations  for  yr  civilities  at 
Oxford. 

I  am  good  Sir 

your  affectionate  Friend 
&  Serv* 

R.  Palmer. 

A  Bill  is  passing  to  request  his  Majesty  to,  continue  embargo  on  wheat  &  to  lay  also  on  all 
grain,  for  the  present. 


Rev.  Richard  Palmer  to  Richard  Cust. 

Thursday,  Dec.  11.  1766. 

I  should  sooner  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  last,  but  that  I  waited  for  something  to 
-entertain  you  with  from  the  Debates  in  Parliament. 

There  was  yesterday  a  very  fine  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  Indemnity  Bill  which  was 
sent  up  thither  from  the  Commons  on  Wednesday,  which  was  opened  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond — 
But  before  I  proceed  you  will  recollect  that  Lords  Camden,  Northington  and  Chatham  had  thrown 
-out  expressions  which  were  supposed  to  imply  that,  in  their  Opinions,  the  late  Prohibition  of  the 
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exportation  of  Corn  was,  though  contrary  to  an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  itself  constitutional  and  Lena! 
on  the  grounds  of  Solus  Popuh  Supremo  Lex.  This  ground  of  Necessity  was  renounced  in  the  Commons 

v  AtimT,1Stratl0n  aS  WeU  aS  the  Opposition  ;  the  Former  of  which  was  very  solicitous  to  have 
i  e  ieved  that  no  such  Doctrines  had  been  maintained  anywhere  and  the  latter  was  resolved  to 
dishonour  those  Lords,  as  much  as  possible,  by  insisting  and  dwelling  upon  the  truth  of  the  Fact 
insomuch  that  Mr.  Grenville  said  that  “what  had  passed  indeed  in  the  other  House  could  not  be 
ta  en  notice  of  [in]  This,  unless  it  came  before  them  in  the  regular  wav,  or  otherwise  such  Doctrines 

AU  ,a^lld  f°f  ImPeachment-  -  •  -  The  Duke  of  Richmond  therefore,  after  expatiating  upon  the 
Absurd  Principles  and  Fatal  Consequences  of  such  Doctrines  called  upon  those  Lords  to  make 
pu  ick  declaration  of  their  real  sentiment  on  that  subject,  and  either  to  give  their  reasons  for  their 
avowal  of  their  Tenets,  or  amply  and  openly  to  renounce  their  Errors.  Upon  this  Lord  Northington 
arose,  and  throughout  a  long  and  studied  Speech  maintained  the  absolute  and  strict  Legality  of  the 
late  Order  of  Council.  After  declaring  that  it  was  his  Opinion  that  such  a  Power  was  lodged  in  the 
Kang,  as  Custos  Regni,  during  the  Intervals  of  Parliament,  and  that  such  a  Power,  in  cases  of  Necessity 
was  essential  to  all  government.  He  proceeded  to  a  more  particular  proof  of  it  on  the  following 
Grounds  :  '  That  the  Crown  had  a  power  entrusted  to  Them  from  Time  Immemorial  of  laving  em¬ 
bargoes  of  all  sorts,  as  exigencies  of  Things  should  demand  ;  and  that  as  in  the  Act  of  the  22nd  of 
Charles  the  2  this  Power  has  not  been  taken  away  from  the  King  in  express  words.  It  still  be 
supposed  to  be  inherent  in  Him,”  and  in  conclusion  said  that  he  abhorred  all  thoughts  of  a  Power 
dispensing  with  Known  Law,  but  insisted  that  This  was  a  Prerogative  in  the  Crown  given  by  Law. 

and  not  yet  abrogated - Lord  Chancellor  next  gave  his  opinion,  and  exposed  the  Legality  on  the 

so  e  consideration  of  the  Nature  of  Government,  which  must  entrust  such  a  Power  in  the  Crown, 
in  cases  of  apparent  Necessity,  and  without  which  the  Kingdom  might  be  ruined.  This  he  declared 
to  be  his  Judgment,  without  making  any  mention  of  the 'Council  in  such  cases  being  accountable 
to  Parliament.  Lord  Privy  Seal  spoke  next,  and  in  the  fullest  manner  whollv  disavowed  the  Legally 
as  wed  as  that  he  had  ever  taught  it  either  publicly  or  privately,  and  that  he  held  the  Counsellors 
of  the  Crown  in  all  such  cases  accountable  to  Parliament.  Closing  his  speech  with  his  usual  pro¬ 
fessions  of  regard  for  the  Liberties  of  the  Subject ;  and  that  he  allways  had  &  would  support  these 

,1finS.ip.es  a11  °PPosltl°n  from  the  Proudest.  Connexions.  Meaning,  as  is  generally  supposed, 

the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Ld  Temple,  etc. 

Hitherto  the  Debate  was  carried  on  with  becoming  Dignity  &  amicably  :  till  the  last  words 
drew  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond  a  warm  reply,  who  complained  of  them  to  the  House  as  an  Insolent 
Reflection  ;  and  was  going  on  to  shew'  that  Ld  Chatham  had  also  maintained  those  principles  in 
private  conversations  ;  when  he  was  stopped  and  called  to  order  then  he  immediately  apologvzed 
to  the  House  for  making  use  of  the  word  Insolent,  which  had  escaped  him  in  the  heat  of  Debate 
&  for  which  he  beg  d  pardon  of  the  House.  But  this  did  not  prevent  Ld  C.  from  rising  again  (in  which 
he  was  thought  blameable  after  the  Duke  had  ask’d  pardon'  and  saying  that  They  were  themselves 
insolent  in  making  use  of  such  Language  towards  Him,  without  any  just  occasion.  Upon  this  thev 
were  both  called  to  order  ;  and  Ld  Chancellor  at  the  request  of  the  House,  enjoyned  them  both  to 
promise  that  they  would  not  preserve  any  resentments  to  each  other,  and  that  this  matter  should  go 
no  further,  which  was  accordingly  done  first  by  the  D.  of  Richmond.  &  next  by  Ld  Privy  Seal,  and 
by  both  in  handsome  terms,  and  which  is  recd  in  the  Minutes  of  the  House  of  Lords  for  that  Day. 

To  all  the  other  part  of  Lord  Chatam’s  speech  Lord  Mansfield  replyed,  whose  speech  on  this 
occasion,  was  reckoned  one  of  the  most  masterly  and  finest  that  ever  came  even  from  himself.  He 
began  with  condemning  those  principles,  which  tended  to  confound  Civil  Liberty  with  Natural 
Liberty,  and  while  he  professed  himself  the  greatest  Friend  to  the  first,  he  much  lamented  the  Spirit 
of  the  latter,  on  what  must  end  in  Faction  and  the  destruction  of  all  government.  He  then  went 
through  all  the  arguments  which  had  been  made  use  of  on  the  other  side  and  exposed  their  weakness 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  House  shewing  against  Ld  Northington  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House  the  Illegality  by  various  arguments  which  I  wont  presume  to  meddle  with  and  as  to  Ld  Chan¬ 
cellors  argument  from  necessity  he  proved  in  few'  words  that  the  King  of  England  was  not  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  that  Political  Necessity  was  nothing  but  Political  Opinion,  And  with  regard  to  Ld  Chatham, 
though  he  congratulated  the  House  on  that  noble  Lds  disclaiming  wdiatever  tended  towards  a  dis¬ 
pensing  power,  yet  observed  that  in  the  rest  of  his  speech  he  had  supported  his  late  measure  by 
arguments  which  naturally  led  to  it,  many  things  having  escaped  him  in  the  end  which  contradicted 
the  beginning  of  his  Speech.  Ld  Littleton,  Ld  Suffolk,  Ld  Temple  also  spoke  very  wrell  ;  and  especially 
the  last  with  more  moderation  and  calmness  than  usual.  I  should  have  mentioned  that  Ld  Mans¬ 
field  in  the  close  of  the  speech  professd  his  uniform  adherence  to  his  own  principles,  respecting 
equally  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  and  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  without  Fee  or  Reward  without 
Places  or  Pensions — The  Bill  was  committed  without  division. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  affect.  &  humble  serv* 

R.  Paxmer. 


<' 
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Sir  John  Cust  to  Anne,  Lady  Oust. 

London.  Ap.  4th,  17(57. 

Dear  Madam, 

It’s  a  very  very  long  time  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you  in  this  manner 
&  if  I  had  not  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  of  you  by  means,  of  Miss  Dolly's  kind  correspondence 
to  Downing  Street  I  shou'd  certainly  have  stole  a  minute  to  have  wrote  to  your  Ladyship.  I  hope 
what  the  Canon  is  about  will  turn  out  for  his  real  happiness  &  from  what  I  have  heard  the  Serjeant 
&  Doctor  Baker  say  of  the  Lady  I  believe  she  will  prove  a  proper  &  suitable  match  for  him.  The 
only  objection  that  I  know  is  the  number  of  her  cousins  &  other  Relations.  But  I  perfectly  agree 
with  your  Ladyship  that  he  is  much  too  eager  &  violent  &  I  am  very  glad  your  Ladyship  wrote  to 
him  in  the  same  Style  with  myself.  We  likewise  sent- a  letter  to  his  Friend  Doctor  Kelly  to  watch 
him  and  restrain  his  violence.  I  yesterday  recd  a  much  more  rational  letter  from  the  Canon  than 
his  first  that  I  hope  your  advice  to  him  has  not  been  thrown  away.  I  don't  suppose  he  means 
that  your  Ladyship  shou’d  give  up  any  thing  in  present  but  that  the  Share  of  the  30,000£  which 
you  intended  him  by  will  shou'd  be  secured  to  him  and  this  I  daresay  from  your  affection  to  your 
Children  you  wou’d  have  no  objection  to  but  as  your  Ladyship  very  well  observes  these  matters 
can’t  be  settled  so  well  by  letter  &  when  my  Brother  Frank  comes  into  the  Country  he  will  explain 
it  much  better.  The  Serjt  is  gone  to  day  as  far  as  Stamford  with  Mr  Loyd  to  serve  the  poor  Relator 
but  is  obliged  to  return  on  Tuesday  to  attend  as  Counsel  on  the  Holland  Fen  Bill.  He  will  probably 
bring  Miss  Lucy  to  you  the  latter  end  of  the  week.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  Mrs  Evelyn/ s  company 
to  dinner  to  day  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  acquainting  your  Ladyship  that  she  is  I  think  greatly 
mended  in  her  Looks  her  Spirits  and  her  Appetite. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Ladyship  for  your  kind  concern  for  me  about  the  Gout  which  has 
gone  off  very  happily  but  it  yesterday  attack'd  me  in  a  ridiculous  place  viz  one  of  my  fingers,  which 
has  plagued  me  today  more  than  I  cou’d  have  imagined  in  such  a  place.  However  my  Health  is- 
Thank  God  very  well  and  therefore  I  have  great  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

With  the  Duty  &  Love  of  all  here  to  your  Ladyship  &  my  sisters, 

I  am  Madam 

Your  Ladyship’s  most  dutyful 

and  most  affectionate  son 

John  Cust. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Anne,  Lady  Cust. 

Dear  Madam, 

The  Serjt  Alderman  and  Myself  have  taken  into  consideration  in  what  manner  your  Lady¬ 
ship  may  best  carry  into  execution  your  kind  intentions  to  the  Doctor.  We  find  that  you  give- 
to  each  of  your  younger  sons  three  thousand  pounds  immediately  and  one  thousand  more  after 
Lady  Tyrconnel's  death.  We  therefore  agree  in  thinking  that  you  may  very  consistently  with 
your  desire  of  doing  equally  by  all  your  Children  secure  to  the  Doctor  this  three  thousand  pounds 
and  then  he  may  settle  it  upon  his  Children  which  he  cannot  do  without  it  and  if  he  should  dye 
before  you  it  wou’d  be  lost  to  his  Family,  if  it  stands  only  upon  the  Will. 

There  are  two  ways  of  doing  this  one  is  by  giving  the  Doctor  a  Bond  the  other  by  your  being 
a  party  to  his  Marriage  Settlement.  We  think  the  former  will  be  giving  your  Ladyship  the  least 
trouble,  &  will  likewise  make  Dick's  marriage  settlement  more  plain  &  simple.  Wre  therefore  propose 
sending  your  Ladyship  one  down  by  Saturday’s  post  which  you  may  execute  in  the  presence  of 
Mr  Gibert  &  Kewley  or  any  others  whom  you  think  proper.  We  think  Dick  is  making  great  haste, 
for  he  has  fixed  his  Wedding  Day  for  Monday  sennight  the  25th  of  this  month.  As  soon  as  I  heard 
of  the  day  I  wrote  to  him  to  postpone  it  till  your  Ladyship  came  to  Town  but  he  sends  me  word 
that  it  will  disconcert  his  measures  if  the  day  does  not  stand. 

With  the  best  Duty  &  Love  of  all  here  to  your  Ladyship  and  my  sisters, 

I  am, 

Dear  Madam, 

your  Ladyship’s  most  dutyful 

and  affectionate  son 

May  14th,  1767.  John  Cust. 


1 
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records  of  the  oust  family. 

Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Earl  of  Bute.  (Draft.) 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street.  June  27th,  1767. 

■°f  Parliament  permitted  me  I  Ittempted  to” do' 'myself  the  ™  S°°n  &S  the  A(lJournment 

Besides  paying  my  Respects  to  you  I  WW1  t  “  ‘  *  Honor  of  waiting  upon  your  Lordship. 

*nce  upon  a  matter  of  the  TrZZt  ;  l  'T™  my  re(‘uest  of  3"*™  Lordship’s  advice  &  assist- 
-to  your  Lordship  in  the  winter  and  whFch  iT6  ^  whlch  1  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning 

&  my  Friend  Lord  Egmont  haV®  n<>t  comm^™ted  to  any  but  to  your  Lordship 

whicfhyy°ou  have  a?ej;'lS™rede;Z  frher!  'Z*  T  T*'d  ad<l 

time.  But  the  many  iLances  of  FrteTdZ;  Ji.Zi’T  ’  f"  twT“Sin*  upon  your  Lordship's 
be  thus  troublesome.  *P  Wlth  whlch  y°u  have  honoured  me  encourage  me  to 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect  etc. 

m  J  •  C. 


Sir, 


Xilif.  hiakl  of  I5UTE  TO  Sir  John  Cust. 


you  the  day  I  lefAondon.ZvithZZtTto  the  suV™*!  yesterday’  that  1  lost  the  Pleasure  of  seeing 
1  had  the  honor  of  expressing  to  7ou TZeZ  mv  shZln°h  ment,0,>-  1  Can  ™ly  what 

ought  that  might  be  of  service  was  mv  nower  «  ,L  ,  Js  glven  me  no  opportunity  of  learning 

be  fully  answer'd  ;  indeed  I  mike  no  doubt  h„tTh *  TiY ‘Z*'.  5i°''r  Very  iust  expectations  should 
my  dear  Sir  than  earnestly  wfehlng  if  for  i^  v  n,  y  «  ’th.°  1  have  »•  °‘ber  merit  to  you  in  it 
whatever  channel  the  favor  may  go  thro'  being  with  t he  gre'ft’esf  fegZT  m6  ““  grea'eS‘ 


London.  June  28,  1767. 


Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  servant 

Bute. 


Earl  of  Egmont  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dr  Sr  John,  Turnham  Green.  1  Sep.  1767.  Tuesday, 

indeed  haTnot'beengofdZrthe Z.ZZs'Zaft  'if  f  Kindly  encluirmg  after  m.v  Health. 

wot  lasted  me  3  hours  ,**  was  fofwd  bf  ^TeTeZVfuYo™  *  Z  flt  “  Enmore 

scared  &  deprivd  of  sleep  till  I  came  down  Wo  Q  +  ,  .  ho^rs - 1  ha're  been,  extremelv 

rJtrz^z  ziSrzi  L 

trxiWrs :  &ss£r  rzz-xot  gi~ 

likewise  for  mine  •  for  I  am  attack’d  ina  ,  .  ‘  '  ^  c°uld  upon  yr  own  acc-t — and  I  wish  it 

y  -pices  of  my  —  by  Ld  P-let,  under 

whose  Principles  as  you  know  are  evervwhere  >  ?  His  here,  &  antient  complexion 

Hon  of  their  Antipathy  to  those  who  bear  ye  name  origl  *  X  of“  ConTrarv  P^tv^AD' 7“ 

are^tdn  srssr  hf  rfa,,gab,e  IndZ*;« 

to  yr  Particular  view. . .  as  I  now  stand  cirrfmT  rT  r  1  I™  present  “bIe  to  say  in  Regard 
Nothing  When  I  can  do  «**" 

being  ever  ardently  &  sincerely 
yr  affect  &  faithfully 

humble  svt 

Egmont. 
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Mv  Lord,  J°“N  CUST  T°  ™e  Earl  of  Bdte-  (Dkapt.) 

to  your  ^TveTor 6  d'  I  . * 

opportunity  of  acquainting  yr  Lordship  that the  D of  f  ?  7!  T  m<>  1  CTO  *  the  earliest 

™‘  “.  *“">!  h»  toM  me  that  he  ‘"t  "  ^  ki"d  &  «<"><% 

to  receive  it  in  the  manner  I  con’d  wish  that  +  i  Maj  :  who  was  graciously  pleas’d 

cou-d  not  advise  His  Maj  :  to  create  Inv  nil  Peer"  but  Zl7l71  °f  f“".  *he 

of  Speaker  again  my  Request  shou’d  be  granted  af’ter  one  or  at  ,7  °bject!on  to  takc  the  otlice 

no  more  &  think  myself  extremely  obliged  to  thfl)  of  G  “*SK>*"'  1  «'d  des.re 


Sir, 


U1  DUTE  TO  8lR  J  QHN  CUST. 


with.  Th™h™  fe°wU  tltfngi  that  rrha^lh^n^m^i"8  *7  le“er  yOU  ha™  honor'd  me 
success  of  your  application  I  ever  thought  von  had  ™  ^  7  interest  myself,  than  in  the 

&  rejoice  to  find  the  same  opinion  in  those  of  mith  ttrc  “  ””  of  His  Mai«>ty's  Royal  favour 
congratulations  on  this  occasmn.  no  man  being  with  ^LtirTeg^r  1  a°Cept  m>>  hearty 


Monday. 


Your  most  obed  :  and 

Humble  servant 

Bute. 


Dr.  John  Kelly  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir  John,  •  '  Oxford.  Oct.  30,  1767. 

Though  ^rS  Cust  has  undertaken  to  write  for  me  T  ,  ,  , 

much  I  am  oblig’d  to  you.  Sir,  and  Lady  Cust,  for  the  very  Kind  R  ,  P  f°r  myself’  how 

It  was  upon  this  account  the  most  agreable  Journey  I  evet  }  ^  Recept_lon  y°u  Save  me  at  Belton, 
on  Tuesday  at  two  o’clock,  just  Time  enough  to  Partake  J  ^  !?^y.  Llfe’  We  8ot  to  Huntingdon 
We  staid  near  two  hours,  when  I  had  great  pleasure  •  d®0od  Vlfatatlon  Dinner  after  the  Clergy, 
whom  I  had  never  seen  brfore”a^^g^w  SJ? ^  ^  ^ree  Neph—  and  a  Nieck 
early  to  Bed,  and  reach’d  the  India  House  at  eleven  th^  8°  to  Buntingford  where  we  went 
Brother’s  Fine.  86  eleven  the  dext  mornrng  just  in  time  to  save  your 

in  “S1  young  man  of  Granfham 

are  to  take  under  their  Care  and  Watch  to  instruct  in  N«  •  T’6  &  °U.d  to  take  PuPlls>  whom  they 
ship  .  the  usual  Price  for  this  is  80  guineas  whtah  I  »*V  "•  “  “  ^  Branch  of  Seaman’, 

afford,  and  yet  I  would  have  him  serv’d.  I  have  therefore  dl^vlxrrl.' 7^  man  s  Friends  cannot 
which  he  will  do  with  all  his  heart  and  that  von  mo  i  r  Kelly  to  take  him  for  nothing 

the  Favor,  whatever  it  is,  will  be  pl“Vto  my  Ic^Zt  allTot  ,  *b0“f  C°mplyi"«  "“h  “ 

you  must  accept  ft  from  me,  as  a  small  Token  of  the  Gratitude  wfthTh’fch  S°’  ^  ^  J°hn’ 

I  am  always 

your  most  oblig’d  humble  servant 

pa  rv,o„^  i  ,  John  Kelly. 

P.8.  I  beg  my  best  respects  to  the  Ladies  and  to  my  good  Friend*  the  n 

whom  I  never  can  forget.  -  y  g  °a  * end  the  Counsellor  and  Brownlowe 

P.S.  The  Lord  Clive  of  which  Mr  Kellv  i*  PhJof  iuQ+„  •  .  .  ,  .  , 

December,  and  will  be  in  the  Downs  on  the  17th  of  January'  Jfr  Sly  wm  rece^  7  thW  °f 
any  t.me  in  December  and  I  will  answer  for  it,  will  be  very  kind  to  him  y°Un«  m8n 

(D  Cust  does  not  know  who  the  person  is  Tn]m  ,  .  * 

hehtoaWT  tha‘  thS  ab°Ve  is  “n  absolut»  Present  of  8«,’gui„3ml<tlr  Kell”’*  ,ak“  for  gr'm,e<l 

Dr  Gusli  m6t  tod,°f  Pr°Ceedin*  "m  not  b™g  on  S-  John  more  petitit  eX’'enSe'  QUCr'6 
Abatement  ^  a"d  1  h.  can  say  in.  ' 
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Francis  Bacon,  Junr.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dear  Sir,  Grantham.  Dec'  9,  1707. 

On  Saturday  night  Mr  Easton  read  to  me  a  part  of  a  Letter  from  his  son  wherebv  I  find 
you  have  been  informed  of  my  unhappy  situation  and  with  yr  accustomed  goodness  took  the  best 

fiu  oZnl  “*  ^°rtur  y‘ threaten  ™  you  thanks 

&  all  others  and  w  have  done  it  sooner  but  not  raise  spirits  to  write  and  am.  indeed  now  verv 
unfit.  My  poor  dear  bather  fills  me  full  of  the  highest  concern,  and  most  shocking  apprehensions 
He  is  so  short  breathed  y*  lie  cant  use  the  least  exercise  at  a  time  it  is  absolutely  n.ecessarv  -  he  is 

mav' bVcod^Al  ^  ^  'Vlthgreat  difficulty  he  is  kept  awake  half  an  hour— what  the 'event 

b°  £°d  AI7  ty  knows  but  I  hope  in  his  mercy  he  will  spare  him  to  me  some  vears  lon"er- 
Tisa  sad  time  ;  I  have  no  Relative  near  me  to  give  me  the  least  consolation— My  friends  indeed 
are  kind— Mr.  J.  Garnar,  I  believe,  has  wrote  by  this  post  to  Ld  Granby  on  my  account— It  is  a  verv 

tXTi'T  ;  yr/  ?'*’  1  CaU  rely  °n  ;  indeed  1  am  afraid  it  will  be  the  onlv  solid  comfort 

m6_Pray  eXCUSe  any  confusio11  *  this  leHer,  for  I  am  full  of  terrible  fears, 

I  am,  Sir 

with  the  greatest  esteem,  yr  most  obliged 

and  most  faithfull  hMe  serv* 

F.  Bacon. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Francis  Cust. 

Dear  Serj*.  Last  day  of  17«>7- 

1  °°rd°le  ,with  y°u  very  sincerely  upon  the  Loss  of  our  worthy  Friend  Mastr  Bacon  whose 
very  valuable  Qualities  must  make  him  sincerely  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him  Tho’  I  can’t 
say  but  your  letter  represented  his  case  as  very  dangerous  yet  I  was  in  hopes  he  might  have  got 
OV®r  1  ’  really  sha11  value  his  son  for  the  piety  &  Duty  which  he  has  shewn  to  his  Father.  You 
will  I  make  no  doubt  send  to  him  &  I  desire  you  will  add  my  inquiries.  I  think  you  shoud  eive 
him  a  hint  to  lose  n.o  time  m  finding  out  Ld  Granby.  There  can  be  no  mistake  about  Allington  for 
Coopers  taking  ye  Norfolk  Living  without  a  Dispensation  vacates  the  other. 

You  have  done  as  well  as  you  can  about  walking  ye  Town,  but  I  hope  Ld  George  will  bv  some 
means  or  other  let  you  know  ye  result  of  his  conference  with  his  Brother  at  Leicester. 

am  exceedingly  glad  you  have  got  my  Mother  at  Belton  as  it's  pity  you  shoud  not  be  all  together 
-&  I  know  how  much  my  Mother  enjoys  herself  with  her  Children  about  her. 

I  am 

dear  Serjt 

yr  most  affec  : 

J.  C. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Francis  Cust. 

/ 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Letter  which  you  may  shew  Mr  Hall,  if  vou  think  it  worth  while  You 

WVthe  TowVnethaPtr Tr  Tk  ^  u  "r  ^  ^  behaVed  a  y011^  ma*’  &  80  ^proved 

y  the  Town  that  I  hope  &  believe  the  Corporation  will  bestow  the  School  upon  him.  Iam  not 

so  much  surpriz  d  as  you  was  at  Sts  reflexions  upon  my  poor  Master  Bacon  as  I  knew  there  were 

some  matters  m  dispute  between  him  &  the  Corporation  and  that  mv  master  was  a  little  hot 

TTvT  ?wlCUlarly  Wlth  S>  1  am  V6ry  glad  that  Ld  G-  came  to  the  amicable  Society 
&  that  you  had  by  that  means  so  good  an  opportunity  of  settling  the  business  of  walking  the  Town 

which  is  exceedingly  well  managed,  &  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  prose  which  passed  between  his 
Lordship  and  Brownlowe,  and  I  approve  much  of  the  answer  which  Brownlowe  gave  him  when  he 
acquainted  him  with  his  having  exposed  Mr  Hall's  pretensions  to  the  School.  .  . 

rT  •  W'  ry,  pe^hapf  n?*  be  80  wel1  Phased  with  his  purchase  as  he  expected  but  depend  upon 
e  is  not  sick  of  it  for  if  he  was  he  could  make  a  Merit  of  conveying  it  to  the  Belvoir  Famfly 
I  agree  with  you  it  woud  be  a  noble  stroke  to  withdraw  our  Juries.  .  .  y' 


. 
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Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Grantham.  Jan.  2,  1768. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  conversation  for  w’ch  my  uncle  F.  refers  you  to  me  was  to  this  effect,  L(1  G.  by  making 
apologies  to  me  for  not  having  wrote  or  waited  upon  you,  laying  it  upon  business  at  Bramher  :  he 
then  mention’d  the  walking  the  town  &  liked  very  well  the  loth  inst  :  thinking  we  might  very  well 
defer  the  second  entertainment  to  some  day  after  the  Queen’s  birthday.  Ld  Granby  is  suing  to 
Scarboro  but  will  return  time  enough  for  the  dinner  if  not  to  walk  with  us,  however  Ld  (Jeorge  he 
said  wd  supply  his  place.  This  morning  I  met  Ld  Granby  at  Mr  Forster’s  &  there  we  agreed  that 
we  might  defer  the  secd  dinner  for  a  month  or  six  weeks,  as  it  appear’d  by  the  minnets  weh  Mr  F. 
has  kept  of  the  proceedings  at  the  last  canvas  <£  election  that  on  Novr  5th,  GO  you  walk’d  the  town 
&  Jan1-*  19,  61  made  the  secd  treat.  If  it  was  possible  to  have  the  secd  dinner  a  day  or  two  after 
the  first  the  town  might  be  clamorous  or  at  least  expect  a  third  treat  before  the  election.  Ld  <  iranbv 
yesterday  when  he  thought  the  secd  dinner  shd  be  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  after  the  first  proposed 
that  he  and  I  shd  come  down  again  together  in.  a  Post-Chaise  so  that  you  find  we  were  very  well  met. 

I  am  truly  concern’d  indeed  &  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the  acc*  my  mother’s  kind  letter 
brought  me  of  poor  Mr  Taylor  :  I  cou’d  not  have  thought  it  possible  that  in  so  short  a  time  there 
shd  be  such  a  melancholy  alteration  in  him  :  I  am  sure  it  must  be  a  great  affliction  to  you  all  to  see 
him  under  your  roof  in  such  a  wretched  state,  &  therefore  I  shall  not  be  sorry  if  occasion  requires 
it  to  hear  that  he  is  removed  to  Dr  Monro’s.  It  surely  must  have  been  shockingly  surprising  to 
Mrs  Foulkes  to  see  such  a  dreadful  change  in  her  brother's  situation.  I  cannot  think  that  anything 
insane  was  ever  in  poor  Mr  T’s  disposition  before  this  time  :  he  always  had  a  very  even  &  composed 
spirits.  We  go  on  vastly  well  at  Belton,  but  from  my  uncle's  letter,  you  will  find  that  we  are  now 
-all  assembled  round  my  grandmother’s  fire  :  her  Ladyship  is  so  good  as  to  say  that  she  enjoy'd 
herself  very  much  at  Belton,  &  that  she  will,  if  she  can  spend  two  or  three  days  more  with  us  there 
when  the  moon  is  over .... 

P.S.  Mrs  Gibert  desires  to  thank  my  mother  very  much  for  the  barrel  of  oysters  wch  she  recd 
at  Christmas — I  undertook  to  say  this  many  Posts  ago  but  forgot  it. 

P.S.  by  Francis  Cust. — Dr  Battie  is  ye  best  Physician  in  England  for  such  a  Case  as  Taylor's, 
&  I  think  he  is  vastly  preferable  to  Monro.  If  you  have  Comyn’s  Reports,  you  may  find  a  case 
about  a  Tenant’s  obligation  to  rebuild  in  case  of  Fire.  A  son  of  Ld  Egmont’s  is  here,  &  BrWr  invites 
him  to  Belton  tomorrow*. 


Dr.  John  Kelly  to  Brownlowe  Cust. 

Downing  Street.  Jan.  2,  1768. 

D  ear  Brownlowe, 

Your  Friend  came  here  on  Monday  ;  that  very  Night  he  met  with  a  Lady  he  lik’d,  whom 
he  never  saw  before.  The  next  Day  the  Question  was  put,  &  pass'd  in  the  Affirmative.  The  Lady 
is  of  a  good  Family,  is  36  years  old,  &  is  so  far  remov'd  from  Ugliness,  as  she  is  from  Beauty.  Her 
Fortune  and  Character  are  excellent,  and  she  really  has  those  Qualifications,  that  are  necessary 
*to  make  the  marriage  state  happy,  and  which  are  often  by  News  Writers  given  to  People  of  neither 
Character  or  Fortune. 

The  Speaker  &  Lady  Cust  know  &  approve  of  every  Thing,  but  the  affair  must  be  as  yet  a  secret 
to  all  the  World  but  your  Family — Pray  give  my  best  Respects  to  both  your  Chicles  and  to  all  yr 
Family.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  tell  you,  that  Mr  Taylor  continues  in  a  deplorable  way,  the  state 
he  is  in  is  far  worse  than  Death.  He  has  been  raving  mad  these  five  days,  and  it  is  become  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  remove  him  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  for  the  sake  of  Lady  Cust  &  the  Ladies 
who  are  in  continual  Terror.  You  may  [be]  assur’d  that  all  possible  Tenderness  will  be  us’d  with  a 
man,  who  deserves  all  the  Friendship  you  have  shewn  him,  but  I  see  it  will  be  insupportable  to  the 
Family,  and  of  no  service  to  him,  to  keep  him  any  longer  in  the  House. 

I  am,  Dear  Brownlowe, 

your  most  oblig’d 
and  most  sincere  humble  ser1 

John  Kelly. 

P.S.  Dr  Cust  has  had  a  thorough  Fit  of  the  Gout,  which  has  already  done  him  great  service. 
I  return  to  Oxford  tomorrow. 

(Lady  Cust’s  uncle  William  Folkes  of  Hillington  married  Ursula,  daughter  of  Samuel  Taylor. 
The  Mr  Taylor  mentioned  above  was  Mrs  Folkes’ s  brother.) 


. 
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Brownxowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  C'ust. 

Dear  Sir,  Belton’  JanIV  3rd’  1768- 

My  old  acquaintance  Ned  Percival,  the  third  son  of  your  friend,  Ld  Egmont  who  came  over 
to  dine  with  me  to-day  is  just  gone,  &  has  left  me  at  leisure  to  supply  my  extraordinary  omission 
in  my  letter  last  night,  wch  was  the  not  informing  you  of  what  pass’d  between  Ld  Granby  &  me  upon 
the  subject  of  filling  up  my  poor  Mast1-  Bacon’s  office.  “  1 

IA  G.  said  he  had  espoused  the  interests  of  Mr  Hall,  as  he  was  a  young  man  of  an  extremely  good 
character  &  quite  qualified  as  he  believ’d  for  the  post  cf  School-Mast*  and  sais  his  1 _ p  I  under¬ 

stand  that  he  has  sollicited  the  interest  of  your  family.  I  answer’d  him  by  telling  him  that  M*  H 
had  mention  d  the  matter  to  me,  but  that  I  had  told  him  I  had  no  interest  but  what  was  derived' 
rom  you,  &  that  therefore  I  cou  d  undertake  nothing  ab*  the  matter  without  consulting  vou  As 

t  \  l  t  mt  1  WftS  °f  °piUl0n  y°U  wd  choose  to  leave  every  member  of  the  Corporation 
totally  unbiassed  by  you,  in  a  matter  Wch  is  in  their  gift,  &  w^  they  may  think  respects  the  good 

outlie  town  :  but  that  if  he  desir  d  it  I  wou'd  write  instantly  about  it  to  you.  This  I  told  alfo  to 
Lf  .  and  he  said  :  I  shou  d  have  been  very  unwilling  indeed  to  have  recommended  anv  one 
of  mine  own  friends  to  the  Corporation,  but  being  totally  unconnected  with  Mr  H.  and  having  heard 
a  \ery  good  character  of  him,  I  thought  I  cd  not  do  better  than  endeavour  to  give  him  a  lift  °  I  said 

no  more  ab*  it  to  Ld  G - but  Mr  H.  told  me  before  he  spoke  to  my  lord  at  all,  that  ft  was  Z 

necessary  to  write  to  you  for  that  he  had  no  opposer— But  I  suppose  the  Counsellor  will  give  you 
something  of  a  sequel  to  this,  as  he  has  sent  me  a  note,  since  I  left  Grantham  this  morning  (for  I  lav 
there  last  night)  to  tell  me,  that  he  has  had  much  talk  with  Stanser  upon  this  head,  but  does  not 
inform  me  of  the  particulars  of  it.  Not  having  had  any  letter  from  home  to-dav,  I  am  very  willing: 
to  hope  that  my  poor  friend  Taylor  is  at  least  as  well  if  not  better  than  when  my  Mother  wrote^ 
but  I  am  in  very  sad  expectation  of  hearing  by  every  post  that  he  is  dead  :  I  shall  indeed  be  verv 
much  concern  d  to  hear  of  that  event,  for  I  cannot  think  his  insanity  is  constitutional,  &  if  it  was! 
his  family  wd  certainly  be  more  benefited  by  his  life  than  by  his  death. 

To-morrow  our  friends  from  Grantham  are  to  take  their  Christmas  dinner  with  us.  I  hope  not¬ 
withstanding  the  ground  is  cover’d  with  snow  half  a  foot  deep,  that  we  shall  have  a  very  good  com¬ 
pany  :  x  our  Dung  carts  will  make  a  very  good  track  &  we  did  not  find  it  at  all  bad  riding  this 
morning  between  Grantham  &  this  place.  We  all  agree  here  viz  :  Seeker,  Yorke  &  myself  in  thfnkin^ 
Ned  Percival  a  very  sensible  cleaver  young  man  ;  I  hope  his  father  has  great  comfort  in  him  Mv 
uncle  Peregrine  &  Seeker  set  off  together  for  Town  next  Tuesday.  While  the  world  is  so  thick  with 
snow,  I  cannot  help  rejoyemg  that  you  are  110  miles  distant  from  me  at  Belton  &  not  one  from 
London,  tho’  I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  advantage  to  me  from  your  advice  at  hand  &  of  the 
pleasure  of  your  company,  yet  I  am  also  so  of  the  uneasyness  it  always  gives  vou  to  see  but  the 
distant  prospect  of  your  being  hindred  from  doing  the  business  of  any  office  that  you  are  engaged 
in.  x  orke  is  by  me  &  you  may  be  sure  thinks  the  day  of  our  walking  the  Town  at  a  great  distance. 


Brownxowe  Cust  to.  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dearest  Sir, 


Belton.  Jan.  4,  1768. 


1  exPect  the  arrival  of  Mr  Alderman  &  his  bretheren  of  the  Corporation  every  minnit  but 
if  I  have  time  for  a  few  lines  before  they  come  I  am  very  desirous  to  employ  it  in  writing  to  you. 
The  seventy  of  the  season,  &  the  long  complaints  of  many  of  our  good  friends  &  guests  from  Grantham 
upon  this  occasion  (tho  :  till  ten  o’clock  this  morning  they  never  reach’d  my  ears)  have  obliged  us 
to  change  our  place  of  dining  &  we  have  mov’d  the  Stewards  hall  tables  into  the  common  parlour, 
but  left  pipes  &  Tobacco  below ;  so  that  the  smoakers  wrill  go  into  the  Steward’s  hall,  &  the  card- 
players  remain  in  the  Parlour. 

Dr.  Kelly  s  letter  today  as  far  as  it  relates  to  poor  Taylor  gives  me  great  concern  •  I  think  vou 
are  quite  in  the  right  to  remove  so  horrible  a  spectacle  out  of  your  house  &  verv  heartilv  wish  he 
may  be  restored  to  his  senses  and  to  that  composure  of  mind,  w^h  he  so  particularly  enjoy’d.  As 
to  the  part  of  the  Doctor  s  letter  that  relates  to  himself  I  hope  in  your  opinion  that  I  may  as  much 
rejoyce  at  it,  as  I  am  inclin’d  to  do  from  his  acc*  of  it . 

I  suppose  Stanser  has  wrote  to  you  from  hence  and  inform’d  you  that  Ld  W">  has  sent  his  steward 
Harrington  to  his  tenants  to  desire  them  not  to  engage  their  votes,  but  to  say  that  they  are  at 
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Ld  W’s  service  :  Upon  being  asked  for  whom  these  votes  were  intended,  the  steward  said  perhaps 
for  Ld  George.  It  is  particular  that  Ld  W — -  intends  to  insist  upon  the  votes  of  his  tenants,  tho'  he 
himself  is  gone  to  town,  &  does  not  commission  his  son  tho’  now  in  Grantham.  I  don't  think  that 

anybody  thinks  it  of  any  consequence  ;  and  St - r  is  sure  it  will  rather  be  of  service  to  us.  We 

have  here  a  larger  company  than  from  the  weather  one  cd  expect  &  all  in  excellent  order. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Grantham.  Janry  7th,  1768. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  know  not  what  my  uncle  has  left  for  me  to  say,  except  that  as  far  as  my  inexperienc’d 
Judgment  goes  I  agree  with  him  in  thinking  we  run  the  least  of  two  risques  by  pursuing  our  canvas  : 
for  I  dont  see  that  a  breach  between  our  family  &  theirs  necessarily  follows,  as  we  have  shewn  a 
very  strong  disposition  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  them,  which  they  stile  repeated  applications :  6c 
after  a  canvas  has  been  begun  they  cannot  wonder  that  we  shd  want  to  try  our  own  strength,  either 
in  a  direct  or  indirect  canvas,  and  this  seems  to  be  a  very  fair  opportunity  of  avoiding  a  connection 
which  we  may  find  a  very  distressful  one  to  us,  &  a  very  disagreeable  one  (considering  what  has  lately 
happen’d  between  Ld  W.  &  the  town  &  Soak)  to  our  friends  in  and  out  of  the  borough.  To-morrow’s 
post  may  bring  a  letter  from  Ld  Geo.,  if  it  does  not,  there  must  be  a  noble  confusion  created  in  the 
family,  from  their  present  unconnected  state  on  acc*  of  an  approaching  wedding  &  from  their  dis¬ 
tanc’d  situations  at  present.  Ld  Gr — y  being  at  Scarboro',  &  Th — n  with  the  D —  at  B.  or  with 
his  wife  in  the  straw  of  her  tenth  child  for  his  being  at  the  play  here  last  night  proves  pretty  plainly 
that  he  will  not  be  with  Ld  G — y  at  Scarboro.  Ld  G.  told  me  that  he  cou’d  not  leave  Scarboro' 
before  next  Tuesday  noon,  Stanser  defers  for  the  present  giving  the  dole,  lest  it  shd  seem  out  of 
fear  that  we  do  it  just  now  ;  that  is  to  say  we  resolve  to  fix  no  time  for  it  till  we  see  your  sentiments 
ab*  the  canvas  on  Saturday  morning.  Ld  G —  has  certainly  done  Hall  no  good,  for  Twigge  was 
the  loudest  in  exclaiming  against  him.  The  Corporation  also  agreed  last  night  to  give  F.  Bacon 
notice  to  quit  the  School  house  in  a  month  ;  and  are  very  angry  at  him,  S1  amongst  the  rest  ;  but 
we  endeavoured  to  appease  him.  The  present  Alderman,  publickly  in  the  George,  acted  very 
spiritedly  towards  Ld  W’s  Steward,  who  had  been  applying  to  Deene  for  his  vote :  for  he  said  that 
if  D.  promised  him,  his  brother  shd  quit  a  house  wch  he  rents  of  him  instantly.  I  know  of  nothing 
more  to  say  upon  this  subject,  &  therefore  will  only  detain  you  to  subscribe  myself 

B.  C. 

P.S.  by  Francis  Cust. 

As  I  think  your  first  sentiments  will  be  not  to  canvas  without  our  unconnected  Friends  at  Bn  : 
we  resolve  to  take  no  step  to  put  it  off  till  we  have  an  answer  to  this  on  your  full  consideration  of 
ye  Danger  we  may  incur. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Francis  Cust. 

11  Jan.  1768. 

Dear  Serjt. 

I  have  not  5  minutes  leisure  and  can  therefore  only  acquaint  you  that  I  saw  Ld  Gr  :  at 
Court  who  begun  with  making  Apologies  for  his  letter  to  you,  wctl  he  wrote  immediately  upon  the 
receipt  of  yours,  when  he  was  warmed  with  drinking  with  his  Scarborough  friends,  but  he  thought 
it  touched  his  honour  so  much  that  he  coud  not  help  expressing  himself  as  he  did.  He  then  fell 
very  heavy  upon  Ld  Wm  who  had  been  long  doing  him  all  the  mischief  he  coud  &  that  J.  M.  woud 
be  the  last  person  he  shou’d  think  of  recommending  to  Grantham,  that  if  Ld  Geo  :  shoiul  be  for 
Leicestershire  he  thought  he  ought  to  pay  his  Father  the  compliment  of  taking  his  son.  Cap  :  Manners 
by  ye  hand  &  he  wou’d  be  the  person  he  shou’d  recommend.  This  comes  within  yr  description  of  ye 
Duke’s  Loins  &  therefore  I  shoud  hope  there  wou’d  be  no  objection.  He  then  said  any  day  after 
the  25th  that  I  chose  shou’d  be  the  time.  As  he  was  so  explicit  I  thought  it  was  best  to  give  the 
29th  a  Fryday  being  a  most  convenient  day  for  Perry  so  we  agreed  to  it.  I  hope  this  will  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  all  Friends,  &  I  beg  you  woud  communicate  it  to  Stanser  &  let  it  be  under¬ 
stood  in  ye  Town  that  in  no  event  whatever  will  J  :  M  :  be  ye  Candidate.  You  will  likewise  talk 
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rtfsrw^dtio"^ H^vwSrtr- of ye pubi;c, houses- st — «-•* ««* - «». 

that  I  am  willing  to  make  any  ad<  “on  tha  ?  S°'  '"S  Ty°"  WiU  mention  tn  »«»  Forster 

to  well  that  I  shou'd  have  no  oWdon  toUa  a  H  T'Z'  l  ^  y"  Fellows  h“'e  behaved 
present  money.  I  understood  L«  (i.  tlmt  he  had  toldT  F  th  tV-^  TT*  eCODOmy  t0  save  »  “‘tie 
ye  man  if  L<i  Geo.  was  not  But  Denbigh \  W  i  *  i  *  ’  fhatLCaP  :  Manuers  ye  D’s  son  was  to  be 

damned  i„  in  y«  county  that  it  woudttpossibl  o°r tL  *„ ete  d  °~*Sr  ^  *““*-  - 
I  am  gomg  out  to  d.nner,  hut  if  I  can  add  a  postscript  tonightTwill  send  it  in  another  cover. 

yr  most  affec. 

J.  C. 


Brownlowe  Oust  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

Dearest  Sir,  Grantham.  Jan.  23rd,  1768. 

was  so  peTrprvr6thaTlTdaby  SnSLTT "**  .T*  7'°0me'  *”  y°”  Letter  this  doming 

desir’d  in  tha{  letter  *  gav^nfoLaLn  ‘°  88  yo“ 

•  •  .  .the  minds  of  the  freemen  am  otQQ+i  -  ,.  bet°re  breaktast  this  morning, 

uncle  left  me  :  they  have  a  thousand  sm-  ‘  Y  "^ch6  °  1*turbed  than  1  ^’as  at  ad  aware  of  when  my 
the  candidates  are" to  be  by  the  canvas  ^Yot I 7  k°!  ^  can  put  an  end  to  but  the  knowing  who 

to  be  one,  as  to  Ted  I  find  my  dear  S^m  •  tfoel  f  that  7?  C°UvinCe  numbers  that  Jack  *  not 
people  do  ;  and  he  goes  over  to  BF  to-mor™  appr°ve  of  h,s  bemS  offer’d  any  more  than  other 

presence  of  Mrs  D— .  My  strain  of  talk  Jh  °  speak  his  mind  d  he  is  consulted  upon,  even  in  the 
to  any  person  offer’d  by  Br  provided  it  is  notTn  enp  ^a\We  P°  inclination  to  object 

so  much  obliged  to  the  borough  for  one  member  that  w^donY  ^  T  0rflCOrP°rati0n  :  that  we  ar* 
and  that  we  are  extremely  desirous  that  Rr  «v  a  ?  t  desire  to  influence  them  for  the  other, 

upon  the  most  friendly  o f  aTnt eT  !  that  ^  *  our.  are 

lending  our  legs  to  support  another  ” mI  ,  l  COmeS  perhapS  We  sha11  fal1  ourselves  bv 
wiU  let  him  ‘°  BelV°ir  *  the  weather 

that  we  have  advanc’d  a  shilling  at  each  of  the  Inms  in  the  or?  ^  ^  haV6  agTeed  upon’  & 

to-day  to  give  him  the  earliest  intelligent  f  tb®  ordinaries — I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr  Welby 

express  did  not  “f  °'^hapd  ,of  the  day  fixed.  .  7 

longer  coming  down  than  ours  were  going  un  ^rrR?  '  ‘  past  OIf  jt  was  three  hours  &  a  half 

time  might  be  lost  but  Timeo  Danaos  et  fnnn'f  ,  BaT?e'S  brouSht  d  himself,  that,  as  he  said,  no 

had  an  express,  &  it  allarm’d  the  Inn-Keepere te^fit sh^o* ^oBfoT  tb*  “T  *“?*  1  had 
next  time  that  you  send  an  exnress  vo„  vJh  w+  V  u  p  \  P ^  the  canvas>  therefore  the 
desire  him  to  send  a  messenger  over  wff  h  h « ,1 ^  6  d're0t  !t  t0  Reid  at  Sta™'°rd  & 

dates  of  the  different  stages  h„t  t  »  h  '  d  T  h  “  00mmon-  latter-  Barnes  brought  me  the 

I  was  glad  to  get  rid  of  him  that  he  might'nnT  V,'  n°’V  ' h''  contents  &  s0  anxious  ab»  them,  that 
dates.  hat  he  m,ght  not  observe,  &  very  foolishly  I  gave  him  the  paper  of 

wrighfwhVarheabelow''at7upper.1  th<>t  1  ha'”e  t0  theref°re  wiU  attend  Jock  &  Charles  Cart- 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir,  Grantham.  Jan1,  16th,  1768.  Saturday. 

allies  that  we  do  here^andM  lm  con"  eP'!®rtain  exactly  the  same  sentiments  with  respect  to  our 
being  fix’d  for  the  ^  nothL  buITbe  l™,  7‘“  r'eVer  repent  s‘tennously  opposing  the  29th 

at  least  upon  the  canvlf  can  mZ  tt  L t  .  °fta,nty  of  havi"«  L<t  Geo  for  our  colleague, 
till  after  {he  Leicester  feting  I  am  T  frudr‘  for  us  to  fix  *  ^  for  walking  the  town 

light  as  we  here  look  upon  it  in  •  mv  unclA*  ff  a3°*hat  -vo"  regard  the  angry  letter  in  the  same 

pon  m  .  my  uncle  said  from  the  moment  he  reel  it  that  he  was  thoroughly 
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:  il  0ertainly  foreruns  a  v«y  explicit  account  of  his  intentions  here  to  you  on  Monday  ■ 

JtaTdat  X  t.^  *T,mt“  eX're'™!y  imI>aUert  tn  information  from  you  of  what  passes 

vnu  nrV  eret°ro  hope  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  let  mo  have  the  satisfaction  of  a  letter  from 

Zi  :rrt  *°  ,hat  In,rl,0Se  by  *■»**  **.  I  shou'd  have  been 

f  .  .  .  been  m  To"'*  tlme  enough  to  have  appear'd  at  Court  next  Monday,  but  besides  that 

to  have  the  £rep®ratory  Ca.uvas  in  the  Library  to  go  through  (of  w<*  at  all  events  I  shall  be  very  glad 
T  aW  I  h  knowledge,  as  it  is  material  for  me  to  learn  the  connections  of  most  people  in  this  place) 
I  shou  d  be  sorry  to  go  from  here  while  the  Counsellor  is  with  me,  in  order  to  return  when  he  is  g  me 

Ld  G,"  mSr»:Cp  °Ver;';b0dy  hell  rees  tha'  1  Sha"  "®*  b°  »““«*  >  *  «<e  i*  plac e  if  ym,Band 
nniet  h  r  f  r\  <‘."“,we-  "  1  am  be  the  ease,  everything  here  will  be  just  as 

aZt  the  Christmas  ;  but  in  the  second  if  you  sh«  separate,  you  must  have  a  more  skilful! 

agent  than  me  upon  the  spot  for  things  to  be  sure  will  then  grow  critical,  &  an  inexperienced  agent  wil 

myundehrthmeeiaflaa  '  Tf  **  *  “  *  **  of  any  service  here  Awhile 

S  f Z  „  R  K  am  °VSOme  little  use-  1  was  g°inS  over  to  Belton  this  mornin- 

h  '  ?g  tHat  L  Gr~  WaS  not  at  Br  Yesterday  at  Noon,  I  think  it  poBsibte- 

at  home  hut  tn  P  7  ?  hlS.way  thither  to’day  &  therefore  I  stay  at  home-I  have  staid 

Ld  Gr  isl  tnRirPOSeKf  r  ?  JUSt  U°W  C°me  fr°m  the  pIay  where  1  have  beei*  inform’d  that 
n  g  Belvoir,  but  did  not  come  thro’  Grantham:  I  hope  however  you  will  see  him  at 

benoZ^t Tmrr  ,heardin  the  ***  to-day,  that  Ned  Manners,  the  Duke’s  natural  son  ™  t 
L  ^  p,  />  °  *ea8ue  &  lt  1S  him  that  my  uncle  alludes  to  in  his  postscript  tonight 

of  oki^oued  wegh  Tt  f  °y+al  C;°nVert’  iU  wCh  1  have  juSt  Seen  you  taker*  off  in  the  character 
ot  old  bcoped,  w  h  part  I  understand  you  acted  with  success  at  Dame  Groves’s. 


Dr.  John  Kelly  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

Dear  Sm  John,  0xford'  Jan'  19'  17c8' 

t  v,  .'Dr‘  Cust  ha8  communicated  your  secret  to  me,  which  is  no  secret  to  half  the  University  - 
I  have  since  oroforr  d  with  the  D.  of  Ch.  Ch.  upon  it.  He  has  heard  what  I  had  to  say  with  some 
Attention,  and  I  think  he  has  not  quite  the  same  Idea  of  the  matter  he  had  before.  You  know 
Sn  that  I  have  always  serv’d  Government  and  I  am  ready  to  serve  the  Gentleman  now  propos’d 
with  all  my  Heart,  being  no  stranger  either  to  his  Character  or  abilities. 

t  VlUP°u  thlS  Prm-clPle  that  1  wish  1  was  able  to  inform  him,  what  chance  he  has  of  succeeding, 
or,  if  the  scheme  be  impracticable,  and  I  could  point  out  any  of  its  Difficulties,  I  should  serve  him 
better,  than  by  flattering  him,  or  by  giving  an  insignificant  vote  for  him. 

n  ?fou J”;®  t0ld  aU  the  ^lligs  are  for  him  :  1  know  this  to  be  a  Mistake,  and  am  Satisfied,  that 
ail  the  Interest  of  Government  could  not  effect  this,  tho  it  might  secure  the  greater  part  of  them 
but  it  we  were  all  united  to  a  man.,  nothing  can  be  hop’d  for  without  a  large  Detachment  of  Tories. 
1  am  told,  that  there  is  a  sprinkling  of  them  in  several  Colleges,  but  if  there  is,  it  is  so  thin,  that  I 
do  not  see  it,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  already  alarm’d  at  the  mention  of  his  Name,  the  Crv  with 
some  of  them  is  that  an  Intention  is  form’d  of  making  this  Place  a  Treasury  Borough  and  others. 
I  know  have  receiv’d  Letters  from  their  Tory  Friends  in  London,  to  which  no  sort  of  Regard  has 
been  paid.  The  Question  then  is,  who  shall  propose  our  Friend,  certainly  not  our  College  the  D 
seems  very  sensible  of  this,  and,  as  to  the  Chancellor’s  Party,  it  is  certainly  too  weak  to  propose 
any  Person  or  anything  whatever  in  this  Place.  His  Lordship’s  own  election  was  obtain’d  by  the 
Junction  of  the  Whigs  with  his  driends  at  the  Instance  of  Government  :  and  I  observe  that  a  Notion 
as  arisen  from  that  very  case,  that  the  same  united  Interest  may  carry  another  election. 

I  believe  we  suffer  d  more  from  the  Victory  we  then  gain’d  than  from  all  the  Defeats  we  had 
before  sustain  d.  There  are  at  this  time  690  Voters,  and  from  the  best  Information  I  can  get  His 
ordship  cannot  command  more  than  twelve  votes,  and  from  the  suppos’d  Extinction  of  Party 
in  the  present  Reign,  so  many  of  our  Friends  took  their  names  out  of  the  Books,  that  I  fear  we  are 
not  so  strong  in.  Number,  as  in  anv  former  Time.  It  appears  plainly,  that  the  Great  Folks  do  not 
know  the  real  state  of  Things  in  this  Place,  they  do  not  kn,owr  the  Tempers  and  Connections  of  People 
ere  so  well  as  those  who  constantly  live  among  them  ;  for  my  own  Part  I  am  ready  to  do  any  Thing 
I  can,  especially  at  your  Recommendation  to  whom  I  think  myself  more  oblig’d  than  to  any  Great 
man  living,  but  I  think  it  not  Politic  in  government  to  push  any  Point,  which  they  are  not  likely 
to  carry.  This  letter  is  wn-ote  to  you  only. 

J.  Kelly. 

N  N 
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Duke  of  Manchester  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Kimbolton  Castle.  Jan.  ye  19,  1768. 

Sir, 

I  am  very  sorry  to  be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  it  in  mv  power  to  comply  with  your 
request  ;  having  very  lately  made  the  same  application  myself  for  a  Friend  in  Distress  for  a  Scarf. 

^rin?jglI^e  °r^e  °f  my  ChaPlains  must  have  omitted  his  name,  having  six  :  their  names  are,  Tomkyns, 
Maddock,  Therard,  Chelsholme,  Gery,  Hutchinson. 

I  hope  we  shall  still  have  Mr.  Heathcote's  assistance  :  we  are  much  oblig’d  to  you  for  the  trouble 
you  have  taken  :  by  our  Books  Lord  Ludlow  is  a  head  of  Sir  Rob1  about  three  Hundred. 

I  am  with  great  regard  your  most  obed* 

&  humble  serv* 

Manchester. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Grantham.  Jan.  20th,  1768. 

F.  C.  has  tokl  Stanser  “  you  and  Ld  Gr —  had  had  a  meeting  at  Court,  but  that  it  was  a  verv 

asty  one  &  allowed  of  time  only  for  his  L - p  to  make  apologies  for  his  letter,  &  to  declare  that 

J.  M.  sh  be  the  last  person  he  wd  recommend  here,  &  that  he  was  extremely  offended  with  Ld  W. 
.  .  .  .  (Stanser  said)  he  was  in  great  hopes  that  my  uncle  was  come  to  inform  him  that  Ld  Geo  :  was 
to  be  the  candidate  here  at  all  events  ;  &  that  if  he  was  not,  that  Thoroton  was  to  be  recommended 
ere,  for  that  he  had  made  himself  rather  agreable  to  the  people.  The  counsellor  put  to  St.  a  variety 
?f  cafes  as  f3  caridldates>  &  times  for  canvassing  and  at  last  he  supposed  to  St.  the  case  that  actuallv 
is  ;  Capt.  M  for  the  candidate  &  the  29th  for  the  day  ;  to  wch  St.  said  that  next  to  J.  M.  that  was 
the  worst  turn  that  things  cd  take  :  for  sais  he  you  know  that  Mrs  D—  is  much  disliked  throughout 
the  town,  &  even  the  best  friends  the  Br  family  have  wd  look  but  coolly  upon  Ted  for  so  most  people 
•call  him,  w  shews  that  he  is  no  high  esteem,  &  that  I  believe  is  owing  to  the  poorness  of  his  intellect 
&  the  lowness  of  his  disposition.  .  .  . 

Rather  says  St.  keep  off  the  day  of  canvassing,  allow  yourselves  &  Ld  Geo  :  time  to  consider 
&  turn  yourselves  in  ;  &  give  as  little  time  as  possible  for  the  freemen  to  shew  discontent  in  for 
thoy  are  now  quiet  enough  merely  out  of  respect  to  S*  John. . .  .Besides  says  St—  the  29th  is  of  a 
riday,  which  will  bo  vastly  inconvenient  to  the  town,  for  it  will  interfere  with  the  Butchers  killing 
their  meat  for  the  market  and  will  make  everybody  in  the  town  unfit  for  the  market  next  morning. 


Jan.  21,  1768.  Thursday. 

My  uncle  being  put  off  I  find  a  great  weight  upon  my  shoulders.  . .  .now  the  Parliat  had  met 
■one  could  not  depend  upon  letters  from  you. 

- Our  family’s  become  greatly  the  most  favourite  interest  in  this  place _ we  cannot  object 

o  any  candidate  proposed  from  Br  except  a  very  particularly  obnoxious  one  :  and.  .  .  .besides  other 
reasons  it  wd  be  a  very  improper  return  to  make  to  the  D.  of  R.  for  his  polite  manner  of  introducing 
the  Belton  interest  upon  Sr  M.  Newton’s  death  (by  not  presuming  to  prescribe  to  Ld  Tvr— 1  whom 
he  sha  propose  here)  to  object  to  his  candidate  now. 

„  't116  °°^sellor  Wl11  1  fancy  lay  at  Barnet  to-morrow  night  :  just  before  he  left  us  we  call’d  upon 

.,1  call  d  upon  him  first  &  my  uncle  went  to  transact  a  little  business  in  the  town,  &  as  he  pass’d 
by  Butcher  s  he  consider'd  that  he  ought  to  see  Mrs  B.  before  he  left  Grantham,  &  so  he  call’d  in 
there  where  he  found  there  was  great  speculation  ab*  the  candidate  from  Br.  Mv  uncle  told  them 
that  he  cd  not  tell  any  more  than  they  cou’d  who  he  was  to  be,  but  he  cd  tell  them  who  it  was  not 
o  be,  &  then  he  said  that  the  Br  family  were  as  much  averse  as  you  cd  be  to  set  up  J.  M.  &  that  vou 
wou  d  spend  your  last  farthing  sooner  than  support  such  a  candidate.  ... 


Sir, 


Earl  of  Sandwich  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Berkeley  Square.  Jan.  24,  1768. 


Nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  able  to  serve  Dr  Shepherd  whose  merit 
is  great,  &  to  whom  I  have  very  real  obligations,  &  my  inclination  to  serve  him  is  if  possible  increased 
by  my  percieving  that  he  has  the  advantage  of  your  patronage,  if  you  or  he  will  let  me  know  bv 
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what  means  I  can.  be  most  serviceable  to  him  in  his  present  pursuit,  I  shall  with  great  readiness 
exert  myself  in  his  behalf. 

Nothing  can  be  more  favourable  than  the  accounts  I  recieve  from  all  parts  of  the  state  of  our 
canvass  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon.  What  you  suspected  I  believe  is  true  ;  for  I  was  told  the 
other  day  (tho  not  authentically)  that  Mr.  Heathcote  means  to  give  his  interest  for  Ludlow  & 
Bernard  ;  this  might  have  been  better,  but  as  it  is,  it  is  very  well. 

If  your  son  should  be  in  town  on  Thursday  night,  and  would  honour  us  with  his  appearance 
at  the  Huntingdonshire  Club,  it  would  give  great  countenance  to  our  measures  ;  he  will  meet  a. 
very  large  number  of  his  brother  freeholders,  and  his  Grace  of  Manchester  in  the  chair. 

I  am  with  great  truth  &  regard 
your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servant 

Sandwich. 


MANOR  OF  GRANTHAM. 

Lord  William  Manners  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Burlington  Street.  Jan.  24,  1768. 

.  .  .  .inform’d  by  Mrs  Gregory  of  Harlaxton  of  a  measure  taken  by  all  the  Inferior  Lords,  who  hold  of 
my  Manor  of  Grantham  to  dispute  my  undoubted  right  to  the  Waifs  and  Strays  in  each  respect  ive 
Manor,  by  an  association  of  those  gentlemen,  and  by  a  joint  purse.  .  .  .must  desire  to  be  excus'd 
from  making  any  promise  of  my  Interest  at  Grantham .... 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Lord  William  Manners.  (Draft.) 

Jan.  26,  1768. 

My  Lord, 

Company  staying  late  with  me  on  Sunday  Evening  &  the  business  of  the  House  of  Commons¬ 
keeping  me  till  10  o’clock  last  night  I  cou’d  not  sooner  acknowledge  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the 
24th.  I  am  very  sorry  that  your  Lordship  shou’d  consider  as  an  unfriendly  proceeding  any  steps 
which  the  Lords  of  the  several  Manors  within  the  Soak  may  be  advised  by  their  Counsel  to  take 
in  support  of  what  they  think  their  Rights  From  the  inspection  of  their  several  Grants  from  the 
Crown  as  well  as  their  other  Deeds  &  Writings  they  are  advised  by  their  Lawyers  that  their  Manors 
are  separate  distinct  independant  Manors  &  not  holden  of  your  Lordship’s  Manor  of  Grantham 
and  that  they  are  clearly  intitled  to  all  Manorial  Rights  &  amongst  the  rest  to  Waifs  &  Estrays 
within  their  respective  Manors. 

It  is  not  their  intention  litigiously  to  dispute  any  of  your  Lordship’s  undoubted  Rights  but 
when  they  know  yr  Lordship’s  claims  (which  from  yr  Lordship’s  looking  upon  them  as  inferior 
Manors  may  be  very  extensive)  they  will  be  very  ready  to  submit  such  as  they  think  belong  to 
themselves  to  the  shortest  Legal  Decision  that  the  Law  will  admit. 


Lord  William  Manners  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

27  Jan.  1768. 

....The  Duke  of  Portland,  and  his  ancestors  have  enjoy’d  an  uninterrupted  right,  as  I  am 
inform’d  of  the  Waifs  &  Estrays  in  the  Inferior  Manors,  above  seventy  years,  &  probably  would 
have  continued  to  do  so  had  the  Estate  been  his  Graces  at  this  time.  .  .  .unfriendly  act  :  sorry  to  see 
disputes  carry’d  to.  extremities,  but  will  not  in  the  least  abate  of  exerting  rights  .... 


Lord  William  Manners  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

2d  Feb.  1768. 

. .  .  .thorough  examination  by  Council,  when  the  Dispute  is  try’d  association  may  turn  out  act  of 
oppression.  . . . 


N  N  2 
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Soke  of  Grantham.  Draft  by  Sir  John  Cost. 


A  COpy  of  y6  Grant  of  K.  William  to  the  Earl  of  Portland  an  l  t  '  y°U  have  procured  us 

you  sent  me  together  with  your  letter  upon  ye  occasion  You  ha v"  ExtraCt  *  Abstract  which 
tion  and  I  have  communicated  the  whole  to  mv  R,-  th  i  h  0  glven  us  ver.V  material  informa- 
■entirely  in  opinion  that  there  «  no  JS.  ^  “  "*"lf  with  vou 

to  any  Royalty  in  the  Soak,  but  what  is  appurtenant  to  ve MaA  P™bly  .  c<mstruetl  to  extend 
posterous  to  imagine  that  the  Royalties  of  what  »rp  •„  i-?  ‘  f ,  ot  Grantham,  and  that  it  is  pre- 

to  this  Manor,  even  upon  a  supposition  that  the  word  Soke  in  v'e  0t]her  Manors  can  be  appurtenant 
mean  y  Soke  of  Grantham  (which  I  think  impossible)  vet  it  hain  Plf°e  where  U  1S  mentioned  coud 
to  be  granted  to  King  Charles’s  Queen,  being  omitted  both  in  ve™ T ^ ,amo1^ 5t  >’e  Premises  receitecl 
-and  ye  general  words  at  ye  end  of  the  Grant °  Y J ,art.lculars  of  >'e  Manor  of  Grantham 

Manor  but  for  ye  reasons  you  have  given  no  such  construct '  ^  ^  t>mn  aU  ai>purtenauce  °f  the 
Your  observations  upon  the  Bareahi  anTi  C0^ructl°n  can  be  put  upon  it. 

-specified  are  much  higher  than  those  in  LoM  Portland’s  ( A  =  that  ‘V*  Rents  there 
many  things  in  that  Bargain  and  Sale  not  comprehende  Un  the  f  P  pr°°f  that  there  a™ 

sequence  to  see  the  Grant  made  by  Charles  1st  in  e  l  v  £rant-  Jt  rai*ht  be  of  con‘ 

■others  as  Trustees  of  his  Queen,  the  whole  Survey  in  1650  the^Ba  .Lord  Holla»d  «nd 

Sampson,  &  to  have  copies  of  the  descriptive  words  of  ve  ^gain  and  Sale  in  ye  same  year  to 

&  Sale  so  far  as  they  relate  to  ye  Manor  of  Grantham  and  SoI-p  "  6nte.rd  m  y*  Grant  &  Bargain 
to  have  a  complete  copy  of  the  Survey  in  1650  We  shall  the*01’  "T  *  1  u°Ve  3U  USeless  exPence 
Iv.  Charles  s  Grant.  The  Extract  which  I  save  voui  n  A  ^  °W  thaG  Surve-v  tallies  with 
Bargain  and  Sale  according  to  your  observation  G  in  e  ^  °f  the  Manor  a"d  Soak  and  the 

Should  also  use  the  same  expressions  ^fManor  aniisoaiit  T7h  n  k°"'  “  Kto*  Grant 

only  and  not  j-e  latter  is  comprehended  in  K  W  i  Grant  h  1  )  ’  be  very  clear  that  'he  former 

ledge  of  what  may  be  said  to  be  appurtenant  to  ve  y?  1,urvey  help  us  to  the  know. 

.  1  have  three  Rentals  of  the  Manor  of  Grantham  the  hr'  aPPur'enant  J  e  Soak, 

issuing  out  of  the  Manor  of  Grantham  but  doe,  not  teoifv  th  “  °  ,R™JS  ot  ,he  Earl  oi  Portland 
If  more  should  be  contained  in  Kina  fh  fv»  t  ,i  '  the  Jear  (details  follow  of  rentals,  etc.), 
mission  of  ye  Gentlemen  of  “S«k  to  ^  K'  Wm’s’  1  aaa  “count  for  y  sub. 

Catherine  ye  Q.  Dowager  (who  had  til  that  K  Charles  O  h'  u  Po^,lan',  ob'ai"  <l  his'Crant, 

went  on  as  usual  during  her  Life  After  L  ,  “  “  9,leen  had)  was  ahve.  and  ye  Courts  etc 

Portland  succeeded  to  Her^’p^i^^  Reward  <h»< 

paid  without  inquiring  into  ye  contents  of  Grant  T  1 IT  conGnuin?  a  ^neral  submission  was 
by  the  Crown  a  Survey  is  ordered  to  be  made  b v  a  W  'vheneyer  a  Grant  of  Lands  is  made 
gwen  to  the  Auditor  of  ye  Exchequer,  who  makes  out  AwA  °*  the  HlS  Report  « 

fSuch  survey  as  this  now  existing  which  was  made  previous  t^ev'  ,  Bef°re  there  1S  probably  some 
•  be  t0  search  for  it  and  also  whether  here7s  not  A  Portland’s  Grant  &  it  may 

ye  Earl  of  Portland  in  order  to  supply  ve  omission  of  th°  f  subsecl^nt  Grant  to  that  of  1696  to 
opportunity  of  communicating  your  Letter  to  ve  rJ  f  ,However  1  sha11  take  the  first 

opinion  of  what  further  searches'are  advisable  t.n  J  d°  y,  Gentlemeu-  You  shall  have  their 
taken.  I  hope  they  will  all  look  into  their  writings  Tnd^e™1  hTu  WOU’d  be  proper  to  be 

of  Grant  from  ye  Crown  and  till  they  have  done  -n  >  g'  l  t6  ™hether  theY  have  not  some  Traces 
m  the  offices  for  them  especially  Is  it  is  hkeTyTo  H°  ^  to  mak0  further  searches 

«uch  great  uncertainty.  y  b  attended  with  so  considerable  an  expence  and 


Lord  William  Manners  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

...  .1  very  well  know  the  ability  nf  tim  T  ,  ^  Feb.  1768. 

property  without  uniting  together  4  joininL°the°r  pnte,^  Qualify'cl  they  are  to  defend  their 
you  seem  to  be  rather  displeas’d  at  my  repeating  th^  e  ‘P'  °PI>osl,lon  t0  =  Sorry  I  am  that 
eradiated  and  II-  Gregory  having  assur'd  my  of  ITh™  ”  Tl  bu*  «  «  sta«ds  "neon- 

to  what  she  said .  y  servants  of  its  being  so,  I  therefore  must  give  credit 


dime,  .shi” in  Duk* 

iticularly  leveU’d  against  the  interest  of  the  RutS  ^  ^m  att Sr net  Zd 
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had  the  superior  one  purchas’d  the  estate  I  bought  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  it  would  have  been 
•equally  gauling  to  the  associations,  &  as  little  relish’d  as  it  is  now.  ...  claims  cannot  be  a  greater 
novelty  than  your  declaration  as  to  intention  of  holding  Courts.  .  .  . 


Dr.  John  Kelly  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Oxford.  Jan..  2o,  1768. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

This  morning  an  Express  came  here  with  a  Letter  from  Sr  Wm  Dolben  to  the  Provost 
of  Oriel  College,  of  which  I  obtained  a  copy,  which  I  enclose,  together  with  a  Note  which  was  sent 
late  last  Night  to  all  our  Common  Rooms.  You  will  form  your  Judgement  of  both,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  a  Resolution  is  taken  by  the  Body  of  the  Tories  to  oppose  Mr.  Jen[kinson]  let  who  will  be 
a  candidate.  There  is  no  doubt  if  we  continue  to  support  Mr.  Jen.  against  Sir  Wm  we  must  lose  it 
by  a  great  majority.  In  such  a  contest  even  Ch.  C’h.  will  be  divided,  as  I  am  pretty  sure  Sr  William's 
Schoolfellows  will  vote  for  Him,  or  at  least  will  not  act  against  him.  For  my  own  part  my  own 
•endeavours  to  serve  Mr.  Jen.  will  not  abate  as  long  as  he  is  a  candidate.  Many  of  his  Friends  think 
he  will  give  up,  but  I  shall  encourage  no  such  opinion  till  I  hear  it  from  Authority. 

Dr.  Cust  is  gone  to  North  Aston  with  Mrs.  Cust,  but  will  return  to-morrow. 

The  general  meeting  at  Mag.  Coll,  which  I  mention'd  is  put  off  till  to-morrow  on  Dr.  Hasledine's 
account  :  so  that  I  have  still  hopes  he  will  succeed  in  spite  of  himself.  I  hop’d  that  you  would  lay 
your  Commands  upon  him  to  come  as  soon  as  you  saw  him  :  but  I  find  he  will  not  be  here  till  tonight, 
tho’  he  got  to  London  on  Fryday  morning. 

I  think  Mr.  Morton  will  lose  his  Election,  tho'  the  Government  are  exerting  their  Interest  for 
him,  as  if  their  all  was  at  Stake.  It  is  said  that  the  Judge’s  Post  is  kept  open  for  him  by  way  of 
Retreat. 

If  there  is  any  fresh  News  to-morrow  relating  to  our  University,  I  will  not  fail  to  send  it  to  you. 

J.  Kelly. 


Duke  of  Grafton. 

Grosvenor  Square.  Feb  :  9tli,  1768. 

Sir, 

I  have  receiv’d  the  honor  of  your  Letter  recommending  Mr.  William  Riley  for  the  vacant 
Landwaiter’s  Place  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  serving  him  by  some  suitable 
promotion  :  The  present  vacancy  is  engaged,  <£  I  should  apprehend  that  the  advancing  him  at 
once  from  a  Tidewaiter  to  a  Landwaiter,  which  I  have  never  done  in  any  instance,  would  be  too 
discouraging  to  all  the  other  intermediate  classes  of  officers  to  make  it  an  advisable  step  at  any  time. 

I  shall  with  great  pleasure  continue  your  Secretary  Mr.  Easton  a  Commissioner  of  the  Lottery 
and  shall  think  myself  happy  in  every  occasion  of  shewing  the  perfect  esteem  &  regard  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  servant 

Grafton. 

Right  Honhl'  Sr  John  Cust. 


Dr.  John  Kelly  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Oxford.  Feb.  12,  1768. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

Dr.  Cust  informs  me,  that  you  intend  me  the  Honor  of  being  a  Trustee  to  the  Marriage 
Settlement,  which  I  could  not  presume  to  ask  of  you  :  tho’  nothing  can  be  more  flattering  to  me, 
than  it  really  is,  and  I  return  you  my  most  sincere  Thanks  for  it. 

The  Lady’s  Brother  and  the  Warden  of  New  College  are  to  be  Trustees  on  her  part,  and  I  am 
very  desirous  of  joining  Brownlowe’s  Name  with  yours,  if  you  think  it  not  improper  in  me,  to  ask 
that  Favor  of  him. 

I  visited  Miss  Pyle  at  Winchester  last  week  and  I  hope  to  meet  her  in  London  next  week,  she 
will  be  there  on  Monday,  as  I  cannot  think  of  troubling  you,  while  the  House  is  sitting,  I  have  wrote 


. 
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to  Pere  for  a  Bed  in  Cloath  Lane  for  a  Couple  of  Nights,  bait  I  wish  very  much  to  pay  my  respects 
to  Lady  Cunt,  and  to  inform  you  how  matters  go  on  in  this  place.  P  '  *  1  * 

I  he  Humanity  of  the  Speaker  to  the  Oxford  Prisoners  is  in  everybody’s  mouth  and  Mr  Jenkinson 
in  a  Letter  to  the  D  of  C’h.  Ch.  last  Night,  says,  that  the  reprimand  was  given  in the 
proper  manner,  highly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  and  to  his  own  Credit.  You  will  pardon 
me  for  mentioning  what  I  have  the  highest  Pleasure  in  hearing .  1 

Miss  Pyle  intends  to  make  a  visit  to  my  little  girl.  Lady  Cust  was  so  kind  as  to  say  that  she 
would  open  my  Intentions  of  marrying  to  the  Child  :  if  it  is  not  yet  done,  I  should  be  greatly  oblig’d 

°  ^  "I*’  °ut0  M-1SS  C’USt’  if  they  would  'VTite  a  Xote  to  Mrs.  Hockley,  that  the  child  may 
not  be  surpriz  d  at  the  visit.  I  hope  to  be  in.  Town  Time  enough  to  accompany  Miss  Pyle  to  ChelTea. 


Lord  George  Sutton  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sr, 

,  .  •  •  1  received  the  Honor  of  your  Letter  Late  in  the  evening,  on  my  return  Home,  after  a  very 

Las?Nigh  r'bedde  l  in H  ^evented  me  waiting  on  you,  and  my  friends  at  Grantham 

Last  -Night,  besides  I  found  no  small  Bustle,  on  account  of  Dr.  Wilson’s  arrival  at  Newark  He 

is  determined  to  give  the  candidates  trouble  but  I  have  great  reason  to  think  that  our  Ground  is 

so  good,  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  chuse  a  Member.  However  my  attendance  is  absolutely  necessary 

jj!  solv'd  H  °  a  m°,IInent’  wlthout  some  applications,  and  where  six  hundred  &  sixty  votes  are  to 
be  so  hcited,  you  will  not  be  surprized  if  I  inform  you  that  my  Levee’s  are  very  numerous  but  hope 
soon  to  reassume  the  private  Station,  when  the  Battles  of  Elections  are  over.  I  shall  be  at  Grantham 
on  Tuesday  Evening,  &  will  wait  on  you  immediately,  L*y  Geo  :  with  me  desire  our  best  respect" 
you,  Lady  Custs  and  the  Belton  Family,  congratulate  you  on.  our  Friend  Mr.  B.  Cust’s  peaceable 
Election  &  hope  Mr.  P.  Cust  will  meet  with  the  same,  at  least  with  success. 


I  am,  Dear  Sr 

with  the  greatest  regard 

your  most  obnt  Hble 


Kelham.  March  the  13th. 


ser1 


Geo.  Sutton. 


P.S.  Mr.  White  is  quite  beat  out  at  Retford,  in  his  Canvass  got  but  twenty  promises,  Sr  Cecil 
Graham  *  ^  oth*>  1  have  not  •*»’  the  last  hard  days 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Dear  Sir,  Bath’  March  **  12th’  1768* 

We  got  here  very  well  at  three  o’clock  to-day ;  but  the  writ  for  Somersetshire  overtook 
us  two  mdes  from  here,  &  got  to  the  hands  of  the  under  Sheriffe  here  before  we  got  in  &  having 

Si1 ^°;;Iedg"  may  be  SUre  we  were  *ot  long  before  we  had  some  proper  conversation 
with  M  Lnder- Sheriffe,  who  promised  that  the  Bailiffe  of  Ilchester  sh^  have  his  precept  time  enough 
to  proclaim  it  this  afternoon  :  so  that  you  may  give  us  a  huzza  as  members  for  Ilchester  as  soon 
as  you  please  after  you  have  properly  thank’d  our  valuable  friends  v'  worthy  constituents  You 

T  consider  me’  to°  sanguine  in  calling  ourselves  members  for  ‘i _ er  when  I  tell 

you  that  Mr  Leigh’s  steward  &  my  uncle’s  man  William  are  arrived  here  from  Ilchester.  &  bring 
us  word  that  everything  and  everybody  is  in  a  state  of  perfect  tranquillity.  Lockver  himself  thinks 
now  (they  say)  that  there  is  no  chance  of  any  opposition.  On  Wednesday  next  vou  may  think 
of  me,  as  I  hope,  in  the  chair,  for  the  election  must  come  on  that  day.  I  am  sure  i  shall  think  of 
you  with  the  warmest  &  heartiest  good  wishes  for  such  must  ever  be  due  from 

Dearest  Sir 

yr  most  dutiful 

&  most  affect  :  son 
Brownlowe  Cust. 

r<  luVet  t0  my  5ran^mother  &  my  aunts.  To-morrow  morning  I  shall  see  my  aunt 

Cust.  We  have  had  some  of  Mr  Leigh’s  acquaintance  with  us  all  this  afternoon. 
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Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  C'ust. 


Dearest  Sir, 


Ilchester.  March  ye  16th,  1768. 


It  is  impossible  that  you  even  amongst  our  most  valuable  friends  at  Grantham  can  have 
today  a  more  unanimous  election  than  I  have  had  here.  There  was  scarce  one  of  the  opposite  partv 
to  be  seen  &  no  interruption  given  to  the  Poll  :  one  man  desir'd  to  vote  for  somebody  else,  but  soon 
withdrew  his  vote,  &  gave  us  no  opposition  :  insomuch  that  Mr  Leigh  and  I  were  in  our  chairs  at  half 
pa.st  eight.  We  were  to  give  em  a  short  harangue  of  thanks  from  the  market  cross,  I  concluded 
mine  with  a  compliment  to  Mr  Lockyer.  I  write  to  my  uncle  Pere  &  my  mother  by  this  post  & 
therefore  you  will  excuse  my  adding  more  than  my  duty  &  kind  love  to  my  grandmother  &  aunts. 
I  shall  write  to  her  LadP  from  Bath,  Saturday.  I  have  seen  my  aunt  Cust  twice,  &  have  talked 
o  er  as  my  Grandmother  wished,  but  I  shall  have  some  more  conversation  with  her  before  I  leave 
her.  I  doubt  not  but  I  shall  hear  from  you  that  you  &  yr  colleague  have  had  all  the  success,  wch 
my  most  sanguine  wishes  give  you.  Pray  make  my  kindest  remembrance  to  all  those  good  friends 
your  constituents  that  are  so  kind  as  to  enquire  after  me  &  assure  them  that  I  shall  ever  retain  a 
grateful  sense  of  their  friendly  wishes  to  me  &  that  I  hope  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  assuring  them  of  that  in  person .... 

B  C 

Seeker  has  done  me  very  good  service  &  is  extremely  well  received  here. 


Brownlowe  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Dearest  Sir, 


Oxford.  March  ye  20th,  1768. 


Yesterday  morning  Mr  Seeker  and  I  turn’d  our  backs  on  Somersetshire  ;  and  after  leaving 
so  much  tranquility  as  there  is  in  that  part  of  the  world  I  seemed  to  come  into  a  great  deal  of  bustle 
here  ;  this  city  election  having  been  just  closed  by  a  poll  of  three  days,  &  the  Universitv  election 
advancing. 

D^ Hasledine  &  Mr  Cartwright  you  may  be  assur'd  will  not  be  too  late  for  the  poll,  as  thev  have 
been  here  in  perfect  readiness  ever  since  last  Sunday,  for  wch  the  Drs  Kelly  &  Cust  are  much  obliged 
to  you,  as  it  has  gain’d  them  the  company  of  their  friends  for  ten  days  :  but  my  uncle  hopes  he  shall 
retrieve  his  character  of  grievously  blundering  &  that  you  will  not  expect  anv  acc1  of  this  university 
election  till  after  next  Wednesday  the  23rd  instant,  w<*  is  beyond  the  Wednesday  on  w<*  it  was 
from  the  beginning  design’d  to  be  brought  on.  I  am  vastly  happy  to  find  that  we  were  all  safe  in 
our  chairs  on  the  same  day.  I  hope  you  recd  my  letter  from  Ilchester  wrote  immediately  after  I 
was  chose.  I  did  not  receive  your  letter  directed  to  Ilchester  till  our  managers,  viz:  M^  Leigh's 
steward  &  my  uncle's  man,  Wm  Eeles,  arrived  at  Bath  on  Friday;  on  wch  day  they  left  Ilchester 
where  they  had  been  long  and  disagreably  station'd.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  ace1  of 
your  intended  motions.  A:  I  hope  to  have  the  happiness  of  finding  you  this  day  se'nnight  in  perfect 
health  at  Wansford.  By  going  to  town  next  Tuesday  (as  Seeker  will  be  glad  to  be  at  home  as  soon 
as  possible)  I  shall  catch  a  little  of  Miss  Dolly  &  Mrs  Evelyn’s  company.  As  there  will  be  so  few 
days  before  I  am  to  meet  you  I  do  not  design  to  go  to  Thurlow  till  after  the  Huntingdonshire  elec¬ 
tion,  &  then  I  find  by  my  grandmother's  letter  you  will  go  thither,  so  that  we  shall  go  together. 
&  I  suppose  escort  the  ladies  to  town  after  making  some  stay  with  our  good  friends  there  ;  mv  sister 
Cust  sent  me  a  very  good  letter  from  thence  last  Thursday,  wch  I  found  on  my  arrival  here.  *  Be  so 
good  as  to  tell  my  grandmother  that  I  made  several  visits  to  my  aunt  Cust  at  Bath,  and  had  much 
conversation  with  her  about  leaving  that  place  :  wch  she  seem’d  determin’d  to  do,  but  did  not  care 
to  fix  any  time  for  that  purpose;  saying  that  her  health  was  so  very  bad  that  she  cou'd  neither 
enjoy  her  friends  or  be  any  comfort  to  them,  &  that  besides  it  was  very  probable  she  shou'd  not  be 
able  to  live  long  in  that  state  of  health,  &  that  therefore  she  did  not  care  to  look  forwards,  A  was 
unwilling  &  indeed  unaccustom  d  to  fix  any  journey  or  any  thing  else  long  beforehand.  But  that 
whenever  she  shou’d  move,  she  had  a  very  kind  friend  in  her  brother  Perry,  &  shou'd  go  to  liis  house 
then  &  determine,  whether  she  wd  live  in  town  or  not,  &  if  so,  she  cou’d  easily  take  a  lodging  herself. 

I  think  upon  the  whole  she  was  pleas  d  at  my  grandmother’s  leaving  her  her  own  mistress  (for 
that  I  told  her  she  did,  &  only  wish’d  to  have  her  near  some  of  her  friends)  &  I  think  it  likely  that 
she  will  leave  Bath  when  the  days  are  longer  ;  but  if  she  shou’d  not,  she  has  got  a  lodging  that  is 
comfortable  to  herself,  tho’  small  ;  &  lives  quite  in  a  retired  way,  &  is  so  far  from  exposing  herself, 
that  scarce  a  single  person  out  of  her  house  knows  there  is  such  a  person  on  Bath,  insomuch  that 
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she  ha/not  been  out  of* hlr dLre^h^^^months^thfho  alto«ether  ir*  th®  house  for 

two  rooms  on  a  floor,  &  there  is  no  other  In  1  if  ivrrs  u  , L.lSe  sbe  lS  m’  18  a  httle  shop,  has  but 
Vant  for  her  maid,  besides  Becky  Wilson  I  W  ,Bar®bI?®k»  besides  herself.  She  has  Fan.nv 
to  Bath,  that  he  went  to  the  play  with  Mr  Knine  i  e\°P'  ‘  mit^  so  va'stl>'  mended  by  his  journey 
My  uncle  and  Mrs  C  t  A  with  L^'d  t  ,here-  4  was  «  >*>11  to*  Thursday 

Mr  Seeker  desire  their  best  Vomp." 4  I  Z  *  ^  '°Ve  “  du°  at  Granlham-  D>  Kelly  k 

Dearest  Sir,  yr  most  dutiful  &  most 

affectionate  son 

Mr  Seeker  hopes  Miss  Dolly  reed  his  letter  from  Ilchester.  Brownlowe  Oust. 


Bkowniowe  Cust  to  Sir  Jorn  Cust. 

Downing  Street.  March  ye  24th,  1768. 

Dearest  Sir,  Thursday. 

ace<  of  the  U^verSty^Jtion^wolFhf  desMI^f*”  “Tt  ‘°  f°r  me  :  with  Dr  Kelly's 

for  Sr  Roger  Newdigate  352.  Mr  Page  2D6.  Jenkh.son  W8  Dr°Hav  06^  nT^berS  UP°n  p*  P°“  "ere 
not  a  worse  opinion  of  Jenkinson’s  cause  than  it  rlc  -  1  **  x  ,°6"'  Thus  you  see  Dr  Kelly  had 

thing  in  their  power  to  promote  it  4  the  nr  i  •  ed  :  ■'.otwithstandmg  your  friends  did  everv- 
every  nerve  upon  the  oc^asTon  “  "e  ‘°  yOU  ““roughly  that  they  exerted 

T°“  hls,defeat  i“  «!>•  «‘*y,  &  offers  himself  for 
he  will  carry  it,  but  he  is  not  likely  to  know  ^7  ^  gr<? T  d.ei^at  :  tho  uncIe  Peregrine  thinks 
from  good  authority  that  Wilkes 7  q  S°  mUch  °f  the  couuty  as  of  the  city.  I  am  told 
Paris  if  he  th8t  he  ^  “°‘  ha-  8^  away  from 

stands  for  Knight  of  the  Shire  an  outlaw**  ™ake  a  short  toiul  the  country  ;  and  here  he 

the  writing  of  that  infamous  abuse  OU  a  idling  for  a  qualification.  He  disclaims 

Pere  sais  he  does  that  because  he  finds  vouno^ T°  ■  &th  earsley  demes  that  he  was  the  author,  but 
I  find  since  I  wrote  the ZZe  till Pere ZT  V"  W  *  SeemS  you  are  *  a  ^at  degree. 

My  uncle  P.  has  reCd  your  lettfr  *  tw  §  T  *  °pim°n  o£  Wilkes’s  access  in  Middlesex. 
Wansford  to  meet  you.  He  wd  have  wrote  to'v'oulf  heT^^1  ^  accompany  me  next  Sunday  to 
has  nothing  but  to  inform  you  that  vou  need  n  *T  f  ^  h  1  ^  business  to  wnte  upon,  but  as  he 
his  opponents  gave  the  thing  iro  handsome  I  '  the  e&St  aPPrehension  about  Shoreham  : 

it  they  have  not  ^  ^  ^  had  *0t  y™  may  depend  upon 

be  advancing^6  ttr^ 

not  inconvenient  to  vou  as  to  w  rml  t  r  ‘  g  . ,  1  am  not  to°  late  in  mentioning  it,  &  it  is 

William  has  a  bridle  &  Saddle  in  town  wch  Xdo  very  well"*  theT f^  *  7^  7°U  *°  WaMf<mL 

ne1  b:  rcShtauSr  fr  Bt°T  wm  “w^t;  z*zzrher 

tog.  I  h„d  !patrmy  Unw'e  &  Set  °«  together  early  in  the  morn- 

chance  of  joining  us  to  go  to  Huntingdon  T  i  °'1P,se  <?r  at  Northampton,  by  wcb  he  has  not  much 
4  m....  to  go  Huntingdon.  I  beg  my  best  duty  to  my  grandmother  &  Miss  Lucy, 

B.  C. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Anne,  Lady  Cust. 

Cambridge,  Tuesday  Evening. 

Dear  Madam,  March  29th,  1768. 

me,  witho^Teturntlyoum  y  ?'■  “  f”,  ^  'he  last  to 

safe  to  Wansford  on  Sunday  evening  in.  company  with  Mt  Welby°»bout  Vo’  Ty  V°"  eT\  1  *ot  very 
with  my  Tenants  at  Farce,  t  &  Statjound,  git  to 
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into  Huntingdon  at  the  head  of  near  200  Freeholders  this  morning  about  1 1  o’clock,  gave  my  vote. 
&  after  a  hasty  Dinner  set  out  for  this  place  about  3  in  the  afternoon.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Perry  &  Brownlowe  at  Wansford,  both  in  good  health  &  spirits.  The  former  left  me  in  a  crowd 
at  Huntingdon  &  posted  away  for  Town.  With  some  difficulty  &  after  many  inquiries  I  put  up 
Mr  Cust,  who  had  found  out  Mr  Welby,  &  with  him  was  eating  a  comfortable  Dinner  in  a  little  snug 
room  at  one  of  the  Inns.  They  had  made  several  fruitless  attempts  to  get  into  the  Booth  to  offer 
their  votes,  &  I  left  them  making  further  efforts  ;  for  Mr  Cust  was  determined  to  master  all  difficulties, 
in  order  to  give  his  no  vote.  They  have  got  into  a  most  tedious  method  of  polling,  &  I  don’t  suppose 
the  Election  will  be  over  till  Thursday,  at  the  end  of  four  hours  there  were  for  Lord  Hin.chingbrook 
114,  Lri  Ludlow  108,  Sir  Rob1  Bernard  35  so  that  I  am  pretty  sure  of  being  of  the  successful  side. 
However  to  do  justice  to  all  the  candidates,  they  were  contented  with  the  hollowing  &  shouting  of 
their  partisans,  but  there  was  not  the  least  Riot  or  Disturbance  whatsoever.  It’s  very  unaccount¬ 
able  that  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex  can  be  so  infatuated  with  regard  to  Wilkes,  that  he  shou'd 
be  able  to  obtain  so  great  a  Majority  upon  the  first  day’s  poll.  A  person  came  to  Hunting  :  to  day, 
who  left  Brentford  last  night  about  8  o'clock,  &  said  if  the  poll  was  not  finished  last  night,  the  2  old 
members  wou’d  be  chose,  but  from  the  numbers  I  am  afraid  it  is  impossible. 

I  beg  my  best  love  to  my  Housekeeper,  who  understands  her  Business  so  well,  &  makes  so  good 
a  figure  at  the  head  of  a  Table,  that  its  a  thousand  pities  she  has  not  long  ago  had  one  of  her  own 
to  preside  over. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

your  Ladyship's  most 

Dutyful  &  affectionate  Son 

John  Cust. 

Brownlowe  is  gone  amongst  his  old  College  Acquaintance  but  desir’d  me  to  give  wishes  &  Duty 
&  Love  as  due. 


Lord  William  Manners  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

15  April  1768. 

I  do  verily  believe  that  my  application  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  for  the  purchase  of  his  estate 
in  and  about  Grantham  was  previous  to  that  of  any  other  person  whatsoever,  but  if  Rumours  are 
to  be  credited  another  person  did  pretend  to  have  had  a  promise  of  the  Refusal  of  this  very  Estate 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland  before  I  had  contracted  with  his  Grace,  and  full  as  satisfactory  to  you  as^ 
had  the  Estate  fallen  to  the  Lot  of  Lord  Granby,  but  I  do  assure  you  I  give  no  sort  of  doubt  but 
his  Grace  would  have  fullfilled  the  Engagement  had  any  such  thing  ever  existed.  .  .  .claims  by 
associations  have  the  appearance  of  an  attack  made  upon  my  property. 


William  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

As  I  have  the  greatest  regard  to  your  opinion  &  Advice,  I  will  endeavour  to  comply  with  it  in 
the  best  manner  I  am  able.  I  took  the  liberty  of  communicating  your  sentiments  in  respect  to 
QEstrays  to  Mr.  Turnor,  who  entirely  coincided  with  you,  desired  his  compliments,  &  was  greatly 
pleas'd  as  well  as  myself  to  hear  of  your  perfect  recovery  from  the  Gout. 

(Discusses  claim  by  Duke  of  Rutland  to  the  Manor  of  Denton.) 

I  am  glad  the  Militia  Bill  is  dropt,  for  had  it  gone  forward  it  was  so  distastefull  to  the  Officers, 
they  would  most  of  them  resigned. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  we  shall  soon  have  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  Sr  &  your  Family 
soon  in  Lincolnshire. 

My  wife  joins  with  me  in  our  Compts  to  yourself,  Lady  Cust,  Mr.  Cust  &  Miss  Custs,  &  am 

with  the  highest  regard  &  esteem 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  &  obliged 

humble  servant 

Denton.  June  12,  1768.  W.  Welby.. 


O  o 


. 
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Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  (Draft.) 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street.  June  24th,  17(5$. 

vour  Grace'for  ^h^Hnnor  h^ve  had  an  opportunity  before  I  went  out  of  Town  of  personally  thanking 
C6  fGI  the  Ho^01.of  vour  letter  of  the  31st  ulto.  and  for  the  obliging  attention  which  you 

D^nitys'n  ^  u  Pa*mer  t0  favor.  I  am  fensibb  how  warily 

Ad^ss  o?the  Hou  e  orr^  but  }  **«>*'d  hope,  that  His  Majesty’s  gracious  answer  to  an 

Orace wil  J^i  *  of  Commons  wou’d  have  the  preference  of  any  other  application.  Your 

(tho’  high  L  Rank  the  -  T  °'Va  aCC?UUt  that  iu  my  preser*fc  very  laborious  and  painful  office 
!  "  pgh  in  Ran,k)  the  °^ly  ^Stance  in  Which  I  can. shew  my  good  wishes  to  anv  deserving  man 

h,  Recommendation  of  lum  to  be  Chaplain  to  the  House,  that  I  have  not  the  disposal  of  a°sinffie 

aSei7men  r0t  6Ven  °f  the  l0W6St  Clerk  or  Servant  of  the  House  and  that  if  the  Chaplain’s  expensive 
attendance  during  a  Session  of  Parliament  is  prolonged  beyond  the  usual  time  It  ha  ve£ ^  eon 
•siderable  diminution  of  the  favor,  which  I  intended  to  do  him  ' 


Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  (Draft.; 


June  27th,  1768. 


My  Lord  Belton  near  Grantham. 

moted  tolhe'DjZv  ‘TVT  1  ha™  heard  that  Dootor  Thomas  will  probably  be  pro- 

shou’d  take  nhS c  T 1  •  i  eftmin8‘er-  "P0"  the  Resignation  of  the  Bishop  of  Rochester':  If  this 

Mr  Palmer  Pthe  ChanU  °l  &  Very  partlcuIar  obligation,  if  your  Grace  wou’d  recommend 

“  that  oh^eh  1  "  °f  'he  H°USe  °*  C°mm0nS’  to  his  f°r  Doctor  Thomas's  prebend 

t  /"win  not  Tate  unToI^t/”0™  tl”  6  Wlth.  my  reasons  for  requesting  a  Dignity  in  the  Church 
±  win  not  take  up  your  time  with  a  repetition  of  them. 


that 


Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Duke  of  Gratfon.  (Draft.) 

Belton:  Aug.  1st,  1768. 

At J.n 1 ^ve  the  Ronor  of  y°ur  Grace's  acquainting  me  that  Mr.  Palmer  cou’d  not  succeed  Doctor 

feeT  !?■  .,r  °*  Westmmster-  Your  Dtace  will  permit  me  to  express  my  concern  at  thT 

nd  disappointment  since  the  Dissolution  of  the  Parliament,  The  Chaplains*  of  the  House  of 

haVl°r  ^eei\  preferred  at  the  end  of  two  hut  constantly  at  the  end  of  three  years 
ZTZ  L  ahi  i6  Speaker.  has  nothmS  in  his  Disposal  but  the  Chaplaincy  of  the  House  vour  Grace 
1"  that  “  1  ^  ^  m°rtifyed  lf  *  18  maRe  of  ptt!e  or  no  value  white*!  eontffiue 


Earl  of  Shelburne  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Sir, 


HiH  Street.  August  9th,  1768. 


I  have  had 
Jay  it  before  the  Kin 


the  honour  to  receive  your  Letter  dated  the  6th  Instant,  and  shall 
g  to-morrow,  as  soon  as  I  have  the  honour  to  attend  His  Majesty. 


not  fail  to 


I  am  with  the  greatest  consideration  and  Respect 

Sir 

your  most  obed1  &  most  lible  g* 

Shelburne. 


R  Hble  the  Speaker  etc. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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Earl  of  Shelburne  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  by  Tuesday’s  Post  of  my  Receipt  of  your  Letter  dated 
the  6th  Inst,  and  that  I  would  not  fail  to  lay  the  same  before  the  King.  I  had  the  Honour  the  next 
day  to  lay  your  excuses  before  the  King  for  not  being  able  to  attend  the  Prorogation  of  Parliament,, 
and  His  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  approve  them. 

I  am  with  great  consideration 
Sir 

your  most 

Shelburne  House.  obed1  &  Hble  ser1 

Augt  13,  1768.  Shelburne. 


Rev.  Richard  Palmer  to  Richard  Cust. 

(15  Nov.  1768.) 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  a  Petition  was  presented  to  the  House  by  Sr  Joseph  Mawby  from  Mr.  Wilkes. 
Which  enumerated  many  Legal  Greivances  which  he  complained  to  have  laboured  under  from  his 
being  first  seized  by  a  General  Warrant  to  his  present  confinement  in  the  King's  Bench  Prison. 

Sr  Joseph  addressed  the  House  in  a  short  speech,  affecting  to  treat  the  Petition  with  great  neglect 
as  what  he  could  not  avoid  receiving,  and  which  he  proposed  to  lye  upon  the  Table.  To  which 
Ld  Strange  replyed  that  whenever  any  Member  of  that  House  complained  of  his  being  confined  in 
prison,  and  thereby  detained  from  his  Attendance  in  Parliament,  the  first  step  necessary,  and  which 
had  been  the  constant  usage  of  that  House,  was  immediately  to  assert  the  Dignity  &  honour  of  the 
House,  by  enquiring  wether  their  Priviledges  had  not  been  infringed  &  insulted,  and  what  were  the 
grounds  and  reasons  of  his  Commitment,  and  therefore  he  thought  proper  to  move  the  House  by 
way  of  Amendment  to  the  Motion  of  Sr  Joseph  Mawby,  that  “  the  Petition  do  lye  upon  the  Table 
only  till  all  the  Records  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  agst  Mr.  Wilkes  be  laved 
before  the  House.”  This  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  and  the  records  were  immediately  ordered 
to  be  copyed.  This  Administration,  and  indeed  the  House,  were  very  reserved  in  their  sentiments 
concerning  the  merits  of  the  Petition.  But  so  far  as  I  could  Judge  by  circumstances  they  were  not 
inclined  in  Wilkes’s  favour. 

I  marked  this  observation  of  Lcl  North,  “  Mr  Wilkes  was  that  very  man  in  the  Kingdom  who 
would  not  be  hurt  by  a  General  Warrant,  since  he  had  been  convicted,  by  a  Jury,  of  the  Crimes 
layed  to  his  Charge,”  and  that  Ld  Strange  said,  with  warmth  of  resentment,  that  “  the  Petition 
deserved' more  to  be  called  a  Remonstrance,  than  a  Petition,  and  complained  that  it  wanted  a 
proper  prayer  to  it.”  But  however  this  was  Mr.  Beckford  seemed  resolved  to  make  Wilkes  some 
amends,  though  in  an  awkward  manner,  by  observing  that  he  did  not  know  why  the  Ministry  should 
be  unwilling  (which  by  the  way,  seems  to  imply  that  he  thought  them  unwilling)  to  receive  Mr.  Wilkes 
again  into  the  House,  since  he  allways  was,  and  allways  would  be,  an  insignificant  member  of  it. 
and  added  that  from  his  own  part  “  he  was  tired  of  the  noise  of  Wilkes  and  Liberty,  and  therefore 
wished  that  the  House  would  address  the  King  that  He  would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  his  Pardon.” 
Not  a  Word  was  said  upon  this  declaration  in  the  House,  but  many  censures  have  been  passed  on  it 
by  Members  out  of  it.  Those  who  spoke  in  favour  of  Wilkes  and  Liberty  beside  Mr.  Beckford  were 
young  Litleton,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  Brother  to  Mrs.  Maccaulay,  Mr.  Phips  Member  for  Lincoln  and 
Mr.  Calcraft.  There  the  matter  rests  at  present,  and  what  will  be  the  Event  I  presume  not  to  Judge. 

This  afternoon  Sr  George  Saville  brought  on  his  motion  for  a  Bill,  grounded  on  a  Statute  of  King 
James  the  first  for  Quieting  the  Subject,  etc.  which  is  a  renewal  of  a  Motion  made  last  Parliament 
on  ye  Revocation  of  a  (Supposed)  Grant  of  some  Crown  Lands  to  the  Ancesters  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  which  motion  to  bring  in  a  Bill  was  carried  Nem  :  Con  : 

In  the  Course  of  this  short  Debate,  Lord  Barrington  informed  the  House  that  as  they  had  given 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  agst  the  maxim  of  Nullum  Tempus  occarrit  Regi  he  proposed  to  move  for 
another  agst  the  same  Principle  in  the  Church,  Nullum  Tempus  occurrit  Ecclesice,  which  Intimation 
was  received  with  a  general  Hear  him  &  Approbation. 

The  Speaker  and  all  the  Family  in  Downing  Street  are  well,  and  I  am 

Sir  with  true  Friendship 

your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble 

My  compliments  wait  upon  Mrs.  Cust.  Servant 

London.  Tuesday  Night.  R.  Palmer. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  layes  very  ill  under  a  shock  of  the  Palsy  ;  and  without  all  hopes  of  recovery. 

o  o  2 
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Mr.  John  Wood  to  Sir  John  C 


U  ST. 


Sir,  Man.  6  Dec.  1768. 

under  much^oncerru°tlorthink0t,hatnanv<im^iard^,?tter  °f  ?“  2“  *»“  ">«»»  time  I  have  been 

of  a  meaning  the  farthest  from  mv  thought-?-  I  beg  leav-Tto  a?  u,  "’II10  S?°"k|  wear  the  appearance 
Patron,  I  meant  no  more  bv  it  ''than  fL  ?  1  u  !  'VOU’  b,r'  that  m  usin?  the  Word 

having  their  present  Distresses  listen’d  to  bv  a  pU  7  7  thought  the  PeoP,e  derived,  from 

they  no  doubt  have  and  the v  bit!  ,  K  f  *  °f  your  Consequence  &  Abilitys  :  Distresses 

Relief.  I  am  sensible  of  the'  Rights  tvhtch  aflThe^in^S  h' ^  j°in  *  Measures  to  0btai» 
either  House  of  Parliament;  What  alarm'd  me  Sir  ^  *°  Petltlon  his  Majesty,  or 

the  Keys  of  this  Island,  circumstanced  in  the  wav  t  *  1  haV,e  h?t  my  OWA  dlfficultvs)  was,  that 
from  the  Sence  thev  formerly  had  of  the  Utilitv  of  .  J”*I'ner  related  ^y  me  in,  my  last  should  deviate 
the  Governor  or  Council  which  Co,  nth  „  *  their  co-operating  (in  all  Publick  Measures)  with 

perty  here,  but  yom “Sentiments  Sir uln °f  G“*lemen  of  the  most  Considerable  Pro- 
with  me.  To  trespass  so  much ”on  yoZ  7^  °ther  f,bject  shaI1  at  a»  Times  have  influence 

Apology.  1  U  y°lU  T,me  hurts  me  much’  but  my  Motives  will  I  hope  plead  my 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  Outmost 
Respect  &  Regard,  Sir 
your  most  obedient 

'tu.  c*__  ,  .  ,  T_  ^  most  humble'  servant 

I  he  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 

John  Wood. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Brownlowe  Cust. 

My  dearest  Brownlowe,  1769. 

convenience^m^  a  8°°d  Journey  and  that  you  had  no  in- 

signification  A-  that  it  PcelTeTouly f3  th  e  IT  tkat  the  dr°P  »t  blood  was  not  of  the  lea* 
but  my  reason  for  writing  to  you  is  that  he  gave  ”  ,°‘°lr'®  lts  "a-v  alter  so  long  a  confinement, 
who  are  very  ignorant-  Fellows  &  particularly'  up  -L-m  ^  7h  accoupt  of  (ierman  &  Flemish  Surgeons 
are  not  much  better  till  you  get  to  Pa  ?  'l  h^  ef  "yT  i°m^“nts  *  tha‘  V  French  Surgeons 
let  me  beg  of  vou  to  ha'v-e  verv  minme  A  shoud  tel1  >’■>«  that  you  are  quite  safe 

yourself  /take  some  MedecineT f~m  him  how  m  «e  to  manage 

you  leave  Spa  let  me  beg  of  you  to  come  back  tothwithd^'ETl'mf0"  h'>rt  ‘eaS'  bef°re 

I  have  not  time  to  write  more  but  am  ever 

My  dearest  Brownlowe 

Wednesday.  yF  ever  most  affec’  Fathei’ 

J.  C. 


William  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

Dear  Sir, 

had  Mr.  Browns^arm^w'ir ^am  wflW  *  *°Und  Lady  Cust  &  the  YounS  Ladies  well.  I  have 
is  a  great  price,  nevertheless  being  unwillSf  if  ^  thousand  Guineas  for  it  which  I  think  it 

rest  the  affair  on  your  better  Judgement  and  will <witb  mt°  &  cer,taiA  Family’s  possession,  will 

I  hold  myself  highly  obliged  to  t0  the  a*reemept  you  make, 

present  occasion;  &  am  with  mine  &  mv  r,  -vour  riendship  at  all  times,  &  particularly  on  the 
A  Miss  Ousts,  *  my  "  ,fe  s  m0St  «sl«ctfull  complts  to  yourself  &  Lady  Cust 


Dear  Sir 

your  ever  obliged  & 
most  humble  servant 

W.  Welby. 


My  complts  wait  Mr.  York. 
Denton.  July  19,  1769. 


■ 
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Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  to  Brownlowe  Cost. 

A.  Monsr 

Monsr  Cust 

a  la  poste  restante  Lyons 
France. 

22  Aoust. 

My  dearest  Brownlowe, 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  in  perfect  health  &  in  good  spirits  as  we  have  had  ye  pleasure 
of  hering  that  I  hope  in  God  it  will  continue  to  y^  end  of  your  tour,  wcb  will  make  me  very  Happy. 
I  can’t  help  regretting  that  you  are  at  such  a  distance  from  me  that  I  can’t  have  ye  comfort  of  hearing 
so  often  from  you,  indeed  I  begin  to  think  it  very  long- since  I  had  a  letter  from  you  but  hope  I  shall 
be  so  happy  in  a  post  or  two.  I  am  glad  I  can  semi  you  a  good  account  of  your  Father,  he  is  very 
well  &  also  your  sister  &  me  &  your  Friends  at  Grantham,  but  your  sister  Ami.  we  have  lost,  she  is 
gone  with  Miss  Dolly  Cust  to  Scarborough.  They  set  out  yesterday  &  was  to  call  at  Marnharn 
by  ye  way.  Indeed  if  they  did  go  it  was  high  time  for  them  to  go  for  the  places  wou’d  begin  to  empty 
&  ye  time  of  year  to  be  unpleasant  at  that  place — they  was  to  get  there  on  Saturday  or  Sunday 
next.  I  hope  ye  change  of  air  be  of  service  to  her  tho’  I  hope  &  think  she  don’t  want  much — She 
looks  well  &  has  no  complaints  wch  makes  me  very  happy  <£  nothing  gives  me  greater  pleasure  than 
when  I  see  all  my  children  in  Health.  We  miss  you  both  very  much  &  shall  be  very  glad  when  ye 
happy  time  comes  of  meeting  with  you  all  again,  &  hope  I  shall  see  you  both  in  Health  &  Spirits 
&  pleased  with  your  jaunts.  Your  sister  Eliz  is  very  good  to  be  contented  to  be  with  me  but  she 
is  of  so  sweet  a  disposition  &  so  amiable  that  she  makes  every  one  happy  that  knowes  her,  &  I  hope 
she  will  be  rewarded  with  having  one  of  ye  best  of  men — -indeed  I  think  her  prospect  is  very  good, 
&  I  hojte  her  sister  will  also  have  ye  same  for  they  are  both  very  deserving  and  that  will  make  me 
happy  in  my  old  age  to  see  them  &  you  well  &  Happily  settled. 

Mr  &  Mrs  Weston  &  Miss  Lilie  are  now  with  us,  they  came  to  us  on  Thursday  &  leave  us  on 
Monday,  they  are  very  agreable  people  &  I  like  them  much.  We  took  them  to  Mr  Thorold’s  house 
were  we  met  Sr  John  &  my  Lady  Thorold.  My  lady  I  thought  looked  rather  reserved  &  I  thought 
she  looked  ill — -she  said  she  had  had  a  slow  Fever  wcb  prevented  her  going  to  the  sea- side,  but  said 
nothing  about  waiting  upon  me,  wch  I  thought  looked  odd.  I  took  no  notice  of  that  but  behaved 
just  as  I  used  to  do  to  her  &  so  we  parted  :  there  must  be  some  thing  but  what  it  is  I  don't  know — - 
I  am  shure  I  have  done  nothing  that  we  can  think  of  for  them  to  take  ill,  so  we  must  there  let  it 
rest.  I  have  had  a  letter  from  your  sister  Anne  from  Marnham  &  she  &  her  traveller  was  every 
well,  they  purpose  being  at  Scarborough  as  to-day — -their  has  been  very  fine  weather  that  I  hope 
they  will  have  a  good  journey  theire.  Your  Father  &  sister  Eliza  &  me  are  to  go  to  Marnham  on 
Thursday  next  to  see  Lady  Tvrconnel.  We  have  long  promis’d  to  wait  on  her  Ladyship  but  we  shall 
return  on  Fry  day. 

I  shou’d  have  wrote  to  you  last  Wednesday  but  we  were  so  engag’d  with  company  that  we  had 
no  time  for  we  had  Lord  &  Lady  Plymouth  to  dine  with  us  &  Lord  &  Lady  Gorges  &  ye  Misses 
Therts(?)  &  Lord  Windsor.  They  were  to  take  my  Lord  &  Lady  Gorges  back  with  them  to  their 
seat  so  we  were  oblig’d  to  go  to  Kelham  ye  next  day  wch  made  it  good  deal  hurry  but  I  whent  through 
it  pretty  well  &  when  we  got  home  their  was  Mr  &  Mrs  Weston  and  Miss  Lilie  waiting  for  us‘  so  you 
see  their  was  a  good  deal  hurry  this  last  week  but  I  hope  ye  next  we  shall  be  rather  quieter.  We  are 
to  have  all  our  Friends  at  Grantham  to  dine  hear  to  day  wch  makes  me  hasten  to  conclued.  Your 
Father  &  myself  joyn  with  me  in  our  kindest  Love  to  you  and  beleive  me  to  be  at  all  times 

My  dearest  Brownlowe, 

Your  truely  affec*1  mother 

&  sincere  Friend 

Ethelred  Cust. 

P.S.  Ye  Family  at  Grantham  beg  to  be  kindly  remember  to  you,  as  also  Mr  &  Mrs  Gibert, 
Mre  Manton  &  Miss  &  Mr  &  Mrs  Hill  who  are  at  Mrs  Gibert  for  a  little  time  too- — forgive  hast.  I  will 
write  again  very  soon. 

Belton.  August  1 3th,  1769. 

Elizabeth  Cust  continues  letter. 

Sunday,  but  begun  on  Saturday  the  12th. 

My  dear  Brownlowe, 

I  complain’d  the  last  time  of  not  having  paper  enough  &  now  I  am  afraid  I  shall  grumble 
at  having  too  much — Thus  go,  we  poor  mortals  on  &  never  satisfy  cl,  but  the  reason  of  my  com¬ 
plaint  this  time  is  that  I  shall  not  have  time  to  fill  up  my  space.  I  have  just  slip’d  out  of  the  com- 
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~,red  iUt°  my  dear  little  CI°SSet  f°r  fiVe  minute8’  to  euj°y  myself  &  free  from  the  Bustle 

I  have  losst  my  companion  you  hear.  I  have  borne  it  I  assure  you  quite  with  the  Philosophical 
Sp,nt  &  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  my  Fortifications  arc  in  a  much  firmer  state  than  those  of  mv 
tes  u  ere  six  j  ears  ago  :  indeed  I  think  I  may  say  they  are  very  strong,  for  they  have  stood  against 
wo  pretty  severe  attacks  :  but  I  hate  to  brag  :  I  will  try  and  keep  them  in  good  repah  Tlike 
the  company,  who  are  with  us  now  very  much  :  Mr  Weston  is  I  daresay  (nay  I  have  heard  he  is) 
a  very  sensible  i  a  very  Religious  man.  but  he  is  not  a  bit  gay.  indeed  grave  to  a  degree-4  tha 

lJITi  W  t6  L°r„drrrve  T  fr°m  “•  “  this  ba  «»vity.  'Miss  Lillie^ is  a  very  agreable  youne 

^er  up  &  t  J  she  h“  h°"'  l 6  iS-  A1‘  1  oab  fintl  °'“  is  ,h3t  Mrs  Weston  had  the  bringing 
ol  her  up  <1  that  she  has  been  with  her  ever  since  Lady  Wolfe  married,  which  is  very  clever  &  must 

Tshall  nogtrtad  6tt0  b°th‘  D°eS  UOt  reCaU  to  your  mind  a  favorable  Topic  we  us’d  to  talk  upon  ’ 
I  shall  not  tell  it  you,  so  you  must  puzle  it  out.  Charles  le  Hardie  (formerly  Cartwright)  took  a 

otherT\?  866  UV  °ther  uay  :  1  think  *  a  very  good  *a™  him  ;  Anne  gave  it  him,  &  the 
l  Wh°  TS  US  She  nam'd  Phlllh  le  bon-  The  former  inquired  much  after  you 

&  left  his  kind  remembrance  to  you.  We  drank  Tea  with  the  Ladies  at  Grantham  yesterday  & 

MreppCime  "lth  US  tQ  day’  They  are  both  very  well— We  heard  at  Kelham  last  Thursday  that 
UrZt  *  Certaial>'to  be  mai>ried  to  Miss  Ofrere:  poor  Miss  J.  Chadwick  is  quite  forgot  He 
is  rather  too  young  for  her  or  else  I  think  it  wou’d  have  suited  him  better  in  point  of  fortune  *  so 

some  fa>hare  hellT’  aS  he  hau’  He  Sh°U’d  have  had  the  generosity  to  have  bestow’d  part  of  it  on 
Girl  'Vh°  S  n0t  SU  a  PleUty  °f  it;  aS  haS  Miss  0frere’  They  say  she  is  a  pretty  lively 

I  don’t  think  I  have  any  more  news  to  send  you  if  I  have  no  more  good  :  it  is  happy  there  is 

“  ■ *s“w^  t?-  h1  riorget  to  mioim  -vou  *here  has  be»  “  in 

vm,  tn  A  n  U  T  68  have  each  °f  them  got  a  s™— Anne  said  she  intends  to  write  to 

you  to  Avignon  :  we  will  send  on  your  Letters  to  her  :  I  hope  we  shall  be  so  happy  to  have  another 

f^y°U  80014  J  1  lo*g  fo'  the  Post  that  will  bring  us  such  an  acceptable  present.  You  canh 

of  B]r°7nloWe  how  much  at  a  loss  1  am  without  you,  &  dear  Anne  :  only  think 

of  my  scheming  Head,  to  hang  quiet  upon  its  shoulders  at  home,  whilst  the  two  sober  people  are 
rambling  .  is  it  not  annoying  ?  I  am  much  oblig’d  to  my  mother  to  speak  so  kindly  &  handsomly 
about  me:  I  am  very  happy  at  home  true,  &  wou’d  it  not  be  surprising  if  I  was  not  ?  I  will  trv 
meri  lei  s  -  a  my  Relations  kindnesses  to  me  not  forget ing  you  in  particular  I  have  been 
wrxtmg  my  first  letter  to  Anne  such  an  unusual  employment  made  me  ill  very  awkward  at  it 

wenTwcb  s'  °T  f  V6ry  haPPy  t0  haVe  Hv’d  S°  mUch  t0gether’  ^e  was  very  well  when  she 
*  l  h  ^ ^eat  comfort  to  me  :  upon  my  word  I  have  so  much  care  &  anxiety  what  with  abroad 

ftr  I  think  hG 'letter T  “  ^  ^  ^  head  soon~^T  Weston  has  infected  me  I  believe, 

accept  mv  veiv  knd  loZTuY  ^  TT  mUSt  return  t0  the  company  again  therefore 

accept  m\  \  ery  kind  love  &  believe  me  to  be  your  most  affec  :  sister 

Sunday  ye  13th.  Eliza  Gust. 

My  Father  will  send  you  some  Politics  if  there  is  any. 


Sir  John-  Cust  continues  letter. 

My  dearest  Brownlowe, 

Your  Mother  &  sister  are  such  good  Correspondants  that  they  leave  no  Room  for  me  to 
noLftT in'?  ^  ? 10  R°°m  they  have  left  is  efficient  for  the  English  politicks  of  which  there  is 
&  politicl  h  eXthVl  T  y°Uf  S1St6r  AuUe  wlU  have  an  °PPortunity  of  improving  herself  in  Divimtv 
vou  ,  k  Lecturef  sbeuraay  receive  fr°ra  Parson  Horne  who  is  now  at  Scarborough  so  that 

be  surprised  if  she  returns  a  furious  Wilkite  &  petitioner.  By  the  by  thegSpirit  of 

P  ,  •  l,Ug  fgr0J'  S  lan&uid  for  notwithstanding  all  ye  inflammatory  Acts  which  have  been 

DetdionCb«fha  °Ve  t  Countiesbave  advertised  for  meetings  &  I  don’t  even  hear  that  the  Surrev 
of  Changes  Im  but^  r™™ d'  ^° .  ci°nfirmation  of  the  Reports  which  I  mention’d  in  my  last 
if  hi«  in  •  i  m  1S  certaiuly  afc  Stow  &  I  take  for  granted  will  come  out  in  opposition 

&  thafvou  wffiT  him  eaV6’  •  18  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  hear  that  you  are  in  perfect  health 

&  that  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  try  the  abilities  of  German  or  French  physicians. 

I  am  my  Dearest  Brownlowe 

your  most  affectionate  Father 

J.  C. 


pray  remember  me  to  Mr  Grimes. 


. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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Ethelred,  Lady  Cust,  to  Avne,  Lady  Cust. 

Jan.  ye  13,  1771. 

Madam, 

I  was  very  greatly  oblig’d  to  your  Ladyship  for  your  kind  letter  wch  I  had  much  sooner 
answerd  had  not  your  Ladyship  desired  I  wou’cl  not  till  I  cou’d  give  an  account  of  my  daughter 
C'ust’s  safe  arrival.  I  am  made  very  happy  indeed  to  see  her  Brownlowe  &  my  daughter  Lady 
Cust  again  &  to  have  the  satisfaction  of  meeting  them  all  well  in  health  &  to  hear  our  friends  at 
Grantham  &  Erthig  are  the  same  was  a  great  additional  pleasure.  Brownlowe  says  he  was  so  trood 
as  to  acquaint  your  Ladyship  of  my  daughter  Cust  geting  well  to  Huntingdon.  She  came  here 
about  three  hours  before  Brownlowe  &  his  Lady.  They  were  here  at  a  little  after  four  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  her  say  she  found  ye  roads  almost  all  very  good.  She  made  great  expedition  for  the 
time  of  year  &  the  very  cold  weather  &  got  out  very  early  in  the  mornings  but  thank  God  she  has 
not  in  the  least  suffer’d  for  it  &  is  perfectly  well.  My  Brother  &  Sister  are  very  glad  the  Geese  provd 
worth  your  Ladyship’s  acceptance.  They  were  much  afraid  they  shou’cl  not  be  so  good  as  they 
wished. 

The  weather  has  been  exceedingly  sharp  these  last  five  or  six  days  &  it  does  not  seem  to  promise 
to  mend.  I  fear  we  shall  have  more  snow  before  it  does.  Perhaps  it  will  keep  up  till  we  got  back. 
We  purpose  seting  off  on  Monday  &  shall  be  at  Northaw  on  ye  Tuesday.  My  son  &  daughters  desire 
to  join  me  in  best  Duty  to  your  Ladyship  &  Love  to  my  Brothers  &  Sisters. 

My  Brother  &  Sister  Vernon  desire  their  best  Complts.  My  daughter  Anne  is  greatly  oblig’d 
to  your  Ladyship  &  her  friends  for  your  kind  concern  for  her.  She  intended  writing  this  post  if 
I  had  not  but  beg’ cl  me  not  to  forget  her  thanks.  Beleive  me 

Madam 

your  Ladyships 

most  dutyfull  &  affec  :  Daughter 

Great  Thurlow.  Jan.  ye  13,  1771.  Ethelred  Cust. 


BOSTON  RIOTS. 

Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Bath.  June  13th,  1768. 

Sir, 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  giving  you  this  Trouble  occasioned  by  an  account  I  recd  this 
morning  of  a  riot  which  happened  last  Monday  in  the  Holland  Fen  where  between  three  A-  four 
hundred  people  were  assembled  who  intended  to  destroy  all  that  part  of  the  Common  inclosed  for 
the  River  Witham  but  were  prevailed  upon  to  desist  but  proceeded  to  Boston  to  stop  the  Com¬ 
missioners  from  doing  any  Business  relating  to  the  Fen,  but  not  finding  them  determined  to  go  to 
all  the  promoters  of  the  Division’s  Houses,  &  went  to  Mr.  Barlow’s,  Yerburghs,  &  Mr.  Tannard's 
without  doing  much  damage,  so  Yerburgh  informed  me.  He  tells  me  that  the  Commissioners 
applyed  to  the  Justices  of  the  peace  to  assist  them  &  they  refused  :  He  says  there  were  above  fifty 
of  Sir  Charles  Frederick  &  Tenants  from  Brothertoft  amongst  the  Rioters.  Yerburgh  seems  to 
think  that  they  will  not  be  dispersed  without  soldiers,  &  that  they  are  in  danger  of  their  Lives. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  other  gentlemen  concerned  may  resolve  upon  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  Military  force  should  not  be  used  in  an  affair  of  this  nature,  &  therefore  beg  leave  to  trouble 
you  with  my  sentiments  upon  it.  I  should  think  the  Commissioners  had  much  better  put  an  entire 
stop  to  the  carrying  on  the  Division  at  present,  till  things  are  quiet,  for  the  sending  of  soldiers  will 
only  exasperate  the  mob  A  probably  occasion  many  Lives  being  lost  which  is  too  frequently  the 
case.  I  was  always  apprehensive  there  would  be  Disturbances  in  the  Execution  of  the  Act.  A  the 
present  general  ill  temper  that  unhappily  prevails  throughout  the  Kingdom  at  this  time  has  given 
vent  to  them.  If  it  is  found  to  be  manifestly  attended  with  the  general  Disapprobation  of  the 
Country  I  should  advise  it’s  being  dropped  rather  than  being  carried  into  execution  by  force.  I  am 
far  from  pretending  to  be  a  competent  judge  of  these  matters,  &  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  my 
opinion  to  yours  &  the  other  gentlemen  concerned,  but  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  express  my 


' 
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Disapprobation  to  them  of  using  Military  Force  on  this  occasion.  I  shall  be  in  Town  next  week 
&  shall  be  ready  to  attend  any  meeting  or  give  any  assistance  I  can  &  hope  that  something  may 
be  thought  of  to  prevent  any  further  ill  consequences. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  freedom  &  remain  with  great  regard. 

Your  obedient 

Humble  servant 

Willoughby  de  Broke. 


Sir  John  Oust  to  Mr.  Fydell.  (Draft.) 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  late  Riots  &  Disturbances  at  Boston  but  it  gave  me  much 
greater  concern  to  find  that  they  might  in  my  opinion  have  been  suppressed  by  a  little  prudence 
accompany’d  with  spirit  &  Resolution  in  the  Civil  Magistrates  and  yet  that  these  Rioters  by  a  conduct 
in  those  magistrates  which  from  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  represented  to  me  I  must  think 
extremely  timid  &  negligent  have  succeeded  in  the  2  points  they  wanted  to  carry  viz.  in  obliging 
the  Butchers  of  Boston  to  sell  their  meat  at  their  own  price  &  compelling  the  Commissioners  to 
desist  from  going  on  with  the  Inclosure  of  the  Fens.  You,  Sir,  know  the  nature  of  mobs  very  well 
that  they  are  so  afraid  of  the  Authority  of  the  Law  in  a  beginning  of  any  tumult  a  Justice  of  the 
peace  with  a  couple  of  constables  by  seising  a  Ringleader  or  two  &  talking  to  the  rest  in  a  proper 
manner  they  are  easily  dispersed,  but  if  they  succeed  at  first  &  meet  with  no  opposition  for  some 
time,  they  grow  to  a  Head,  &  after  doing  a  great  deal  of  Mischief  are  not  got  the  better  of  without 
much  Bloodshed  &  without  the  assistance  of  a  military  Force  -which  will  in  the  end  be  the  Ruin 
of  this  Constitution.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  the  present  Mob  was  composed  chiefly  of  Servants 
&  Day  labourers  who  had  no  Interest  &  consequently  were  only  deluded  &  deceived  by  a  very  few 
overgrown  Graziers  who  have  for  many  years  [fed  their  beasts  upon  the  Fen].  LTnless  submission 
be  paid  to  the  Laws  &  the  Magistrates  no  man  will  be  safe  in  his  person  or  his  property.  We  must 
be  either  under  the  Dominion  of  a  mob  or  an  Army. 

Whatever  therefore  becomes  of  the  Inclosure  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  highly  necessary  that 
some  examples  shou’d  be  made  of  the  most  notorious  amongst  these  Rioters  all  the  Letters  which 
I  have  had  are  pressing  for  a  Military  Force.  I  am  myself  absolutely  against  this  step  as  thinking 
it  unnecessary  &  consequently  dangerous  for  of  2  evils  I  don’t  know  which  is  worst  a  mob  or  an 
army.  But  I  must  think  it  in  the  power  of  the  Civil  Magistrates  &  indeed  a  Duty  incumbent  upon 
them  to  assist  in  the  apprehending  4  or  5  of  the  Ringleaders  &  carrying  on  a  Prosecution  against 
them  :  and  if  some  proper  persons  were  previously  sent  to  the  Towns  from  whence  the  mob  came 
&  represented  to  those  who  have  been  drawn  in  &  to  their  Familys  the  Danger  &  Folly  of  resisting 
the  Law,  that  the  Law  will  be  too  strong  for  them  in  the  end,  that  the  Rioters  who  rose  in  several 
counties  about  Corn  and  Provisions  were  ten  times  the  number  than  they  will  ever  be  able  to  get 
together,  yet  they  were  easily  got  the  better  of,  that  many  of  them  were  hanged,  more  transported, 
imprisoned  for  life  or  obliged  to  fly  their  Country  leaving  their  wives  &  Family  upon  the  parishes. 
By  some  such  method  as  this  &  having  a  sufficient  number  of  able  resolute  Fellows  to  assist  the 
Constables  in  executing  warrants  upon  4  or  5  who  are  proper  to  be  made  examples,  thev  wou'd 
I  shou  d  think  with  great  ease  &  safety  be  apprehended  &  dealt  with  according  to  Law.  For  any 
expences  with  which  they  may  be  attended  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  &  Sir  Charles  Frederick  who 
are  the  only  persons  I  have  seen  together  with  myself  are  very  willing  to  subscribe  40  or  50  Guineas 
apiece  or  more  if  wanted.  I  have  desired  Mr.  Kelham  to  mention  this  latter  circumstance  to 
Mi".  Dizper  who  will  I  take  for  granted  communicate  it  to  others  in  the  Country  &  if  they  are  of 
the  same  opinion  they  will  I  suppose  contribute  likewise.  But  if  no  further  notice  is  taken  of  what 
has  be@V>,  done  it  does  appear  to  me  that  Boston  and  its  neighbourhood  will  be  a  constant  scene  of 
Riot  &  Disorder,  for  a  successful  Mob  will  never  stop  at  the  immediate  occasion  of  their  rising.  You 
may  depend  upon,  it  they  will  never  want  grievances  to  redress. 

I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  my  letter,  but  it  does  apgear-to  me  a  matter  of  such  high  impor¬ 
tance  that  I  cou  d  not  help  troubling  you  with  my  sentiments,  you  I  am  sure  agree  with  me  in  the 
ends  which  I  propose. 

We  are  now  upon  our  Road  into  Lincolnshire  where  we  shall  be  very  happy  if  you  &  Mrs.  Fydell 
with  as  many  of  your  Family  as  you  please  will  do  us  the  same  favor  which  you  did  last  year  but 
only  make  your  stay  a  little  longer. 

.  I  am  dear  Sir 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servant 

John  Cust. 


■ 

. 


Sir, 


Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  to  Sir  John  Cost. 


Complaint  ^  Subject  as  that  of  a 

Execution  of  the  Law.  I  have  never'  k«  “  .. ■  accesarv  to  Riots  or  an  Attempts  to  resist  the 

Fenn  Act  Passed  nor  have  seen  any  Tenant*  or^hea  H*  fRutIa"d  °r  Linco*nshire  since  the  Holland 

I  am  at  Present  at  Tunbridge  Wells  on  «  T  } ^  Cornplai*fc  from  them  about  it 

her*  till  the  Bad  «*»on  ST  "  sL"  t"\l  R 4  “^e  '  «•».!  continue 
acquautt  the  Tenants  with  my  dislike  to  Ml  L  ?  “me  Po*  to  »«•«•  him 

my  bemg  here  your  Letter  did  not  reach  me  ( [  think  *f  l>t  °f  Legal  authority.  But  as  bv 

the  13)  I  fear  neither  you  nor  Mr  Robinson  m  ‘  UP  t  mertlons  the  next  meeting  to  he  oil 

If  any  of  the  Gentlemen  &  others  are  desirous  ofTiP^TLTf,  ‘erRfron\  h<f®e  before  the  Meeting, 
ready  to  sign  it.  But  as  I  mentioned  before  no?  l  /  the  ReI,e£l  of  the  Aet  I  si, all  be  very 

myself  any  concern  about  it,  &  am  lavin.g  been,  in  the  Country  I  have  never  given 

Sir, 

Tunbridge  Wells.  your  most 

July  11,  1768.  obedient  humble  ser1 

T  •  Gilbert  Heathcote. 

did  not  remove  yours  til.  Sunday  *  on  Monday  no  Post  either  comes  in  here  or  goes  out. 


Mv  Lord  ^  JO“N  ^  T°  WlL10TCHBY  DE  b*«kE.  (Draft.) 

upon  it  T  *t  was  agreed 

Gentlemen  Z  SXJfiSLS  ^  ^  d“^a 

apply  to  parliament  for  a  Repeal  of  the  4et  7  I  1  then  mind  *  a  majority  of  them  wou'd 

passing  it  but  upon  the  last  inquiry,  which  I  hZ  beecT,  ?  “  ^  1  d«  the 

still  continues  the  same  that  the  Division  will  bn  t  b ?  make  1  find  the  sense  of  the  Country 
was  encouraged  privately  as  t  .~?d  by  DoctoTsT  T  *  that  the  R'“'  «t  Boston 

graziers  who  are  guilty  of  very  fraudulent  nractice  *i  i?  T  b’,  c®rtamly  b>*  a  few  monopolizing 
Tennants  *  occupiers  particularly  into  S'  Charles  Fred?  T  t'  "'  ''aV®  1Rfused  notions  into  the 
once  the  Fen  is  inclosed  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  om'.  *  Tf?  u  Brothertoft  'hat  when 
Farms  &  that  all  the  present  Tenants  will  be  turned  out  1??,,^  t  ‘heir  Allotments  into  large 
certain,  that  there  were  not  above  seven  real  nrnnrU  out— Jut  let  it  proceed  from  what  it  will  it  is 

of  Land  only  among  whom  were  almost  all  Sir  Charle^F  'h  fte  Rlot’ that  the  rest  were  occupiers 
Heathcote’ s  at  Swineshead,  that  there  were  man  * rede™* 8 •*  Brothertoft  A-  S*  Gilbert 
compelled  by  force  to  joyn.  the  rest.  However  tho’  T  ®  D&J  Labourers  &  some  who  were 
been  suppressed  by  a  single  magistrate  &  a  Constable^  ^  ormidable  &  might  easily  have 
their  veins  flushed  with  success,  their  future  Thread!  their  outrages  have  been  so  great  and 
are  taken  for  prosecuting  some  of  the  most  rotorin  ^+1°  e*tensive  thc,t  urdess  vigorous  measures 
out  of  the  Fen  for  deff raving  the  expence  of  the  art  f  ’  *5?  WhlCh  have  already  b*en  taken 

paying  the  Taxes  of  the  Witham  Drainage  will  he  +1  f  dlVldmg  d  and  the  10dd  acres  inclosed  for 
Landships  which  have  been  inclosed  bv  Several  in  ro^n  op®n-  Bicker,  Horbling  and  manv  other 
the  Crops  growing  upon  them  droved  TZ  °f  J^'^ent  will  be  also  thrown  open. 

or  upwards.  The  gentlemen  sensible  of  these  mischiefs  aid  ThTf  D  lmmedlate  damaKe  of  i>0,00O£ 
of  the  Law  being  triumphed  upon  bv  Mohs  *  Ric^  I  f  -  the  fatal  co«sequences  if  the  authoritv 
the  expence  of  informing  ag^nst  secmTnJ  and  Tn  7^  mt°  *  SubscriPtio«  of  50£  each  to  defrav 
of  the  Rioters.  We  agreed  to  “r™  °f  the  principal  &  most  notorious 

that  no  military  Force  shoud  be  sent  for  We  likew  °Wf  t0  assist  m  takin?  the  offenders  & 

to  give  express  directions  to  our  Tenants  not  ont  w™!!  /°  ™te  lmmediately  to  our  Agents 
but  to  attend  us  at  Boston  on  Wednesday  sennieht  °  yetmm  from  j°ymng  m  future  disturbances 
to  protect  the  Commissioners  **  WeproPosed  to  be  ourselves  in  person 

at  that  meeting  again  to  propose  that  ff  a  '  a^l°  ^777°  the  authordies  of  the  Law.  I  intend 
mind,  &  desire  a  Repeal  of  the  act  I  will  promote  itf  °  @  proPnetors  shou  d  hftve  changed  their 
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done  “T  1>articu,ars  4  h°P«  "bat  TO  have 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
etc. 

John  Oust. 


(Draft.) 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Viscount  Barrington, 

My  Lord. 

?*» sSSSar  •■••-“  rsi-K-cs* 

to  your  Lordgship  *Tw£d  £„»  '  ^  ^  4  «*>  <*  Holland  make 

a  Crtet.'lT  iz T;;cr of  rit  L“S.ef“*  »« -*2.000  wi«w 

many  iniquitous  practices  prevail  4-  little  profi”  made'ot  ,‘t.  “  AboutTeveT  veaYago^OOfl  T  “  T> 
™v  tet  (rom’?5  tohe40Tawn  °f  deft8yi"*  8  T™'  betweenBoston^-  “ncoTn  ah  oh 

upon  the™  0  Sh,llmg3  an  acre-  4  h«™  Fla*>  "'aa'l.  &  other  rich  crops  now  growing 

ss tha  ■“ 

JT‘°  *K  *  PapCr  t0  haV0  pothip«  farther  to  do  in  the  Diviuior  of  the  Ben  The  , h 

suecert0heygaToufthT°PriftT  ^  T*1*  “  th*  'illa^s  Boston  and  hush'd  with  this 

of  TT"  °f  mauPy  1  t.lIought  their  mimbers  so  inconsiderable  that  by  a  proper  exertion 

three  or  f  1  ^Ti  ^  might  easll>r  be  suppressed,  and  on  Tuesday  last  at  Sleaford  where  I  met 
2ZZ  fr  gentlreu&  °thers  CMWfem’d  ^  the  ^  &  some  of  the  magistrates  I  proposed  a  sub 
r  awPt,  t°r  appreher]dlng1  SOme  of  the  principal  of  the  Rioters  &  prosecuting  them  According  to 
Law  which  was  immediately  agreed  to  &  soon  raised  500  pounds  for  this  purpose  * 

A  a tl  Tf  ^  f?aTSt  Six  °f  the  most  notorious  &  warrants  were  issued  out  against  them 

noDcP  of  >  PmTS  U^1  t0  assist  m  the  execution  of  the  Warrants,  hut  the  Rioters  having 
notice  of  it  assembled  to  the  number  of  500  which  terrified  those  who  had  been  hired  &  Air  FvdeU 

writes  me  word  that  they  still  continue  together  &  that  they  oblige  all  perso^  who  hate^  Ffre^ 

othethr  Ueap°rs  to  dellver  them  to  them  by  which  means  they  have  got  2M  or  150  guns  besides 
otW  dangerous  arms  &  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  take  any  of  them.  &  therefore  in  the  nlme 
of  the  rest  of  the  Magistrates  have  desired  me  to  send  the  inclosed  to  your  Lordship.  The  person 
.  r°+n  +  !?e  the  letter  sa-vs  that  they  are  now  above  six  hundred  that  they  are  constantly  in- 
TravpO8  f  ,  ,e^  exdort  money,  meat  &  drink  from  the  inhabitants  of  Towns  in  the  Fens  stop  all 

1 1Z  "  u  Tr  tbem  t°  give  them  mone>V  Will  not  suffer  them  to  pursue  their  Jou^ev  &  That 
he  was  obliged  to  come  m  the  middle  of  the  night  to  escape  them.  Your  LorddSp  ' i? tot  well 
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acquainted  with  the  nature  of  mobs  not  to  know  that  they  will  daily  do  more  &  more  mischief  and 
commit  greater  outrages,  and  if  they  should  proceed  to  pull  down  all  the  inclosures  which  they 
threaten  the  immediate  damage  of  the  present  crops  will  he  upwards  of  50,000£  to  the  Count  r'v 
besides  what  the  purchaser  and  owner  of  the  Estates  will  suffer. 

lour  Lordship  by  your  obliging  message  to  me  acquainted  me  that  the  D -  of  Argyle's  Regi¬ 

ment  of  Dragoons  was  quartered  at  Northampton  &  Market  Harborough.  I  hope  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  have  immediate  Directions  sent  to  them  for  250  to  proceed  without  loss  of  Time  to  Boston 
with  discretionary  order  to  quarter  at  Doncaster,  Swineshead  or  any  neighbouring  Town  where  the 
Ci\  il  Magistrates  may  think  they  are  most  wanted  &  to  assist  them  to  apprehend  &  securing  the 
offenders. 


At  Sleaford  we  agreed  to  write  to  all  our  Tenants  to  behave  quietly  upon  pain  of  being  tinned 
out  of  their  Farms  which  we  did  accordingly  but  they  set  us  at  defiance  and  are  now  with  the  Rioters. 
We  likewise  determined  to  be  at  Boston  ourselves  on  Wednesday  sennight  the  2Cth  of  the  month 
when  the  Comm8  have  their  next  meeting  but  Mr.  Fydell  writes  me  word  that  it  is  not  safe  for  us 
to  show  ourselves  until  some  Troops  are  there.  However  I  am  resolved  to  go  let  the  Risque  be 
what  it  may. 

I  beg  pardon  for  troubling  yr  LP  with  this  tedious  letter  but  I  was  willing  you  shou’d  know  everv 
particular  relative  to  these  disturbances. 


Charles  D’Oyly  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

War  Office.  11th  July  1768. 

Sir, 

In  the  absence  of  Lord  Barrington  who  is  gone  into  the  country  for  a  few  days.  I  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date  together  with  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  Magistrates  of  Boston  and  relative  to  the  disorderly  and  riotous  Proceedings  which 
have  happen’d  and  are  still  apprehended  in  that  neighbourhood. 

In  consequence  of  which  I  have  sent  an  Order  by  Express  for  the  immediate  March  of  the  2nd 
(or  Royal  North  British)  Reg*  of  Dragoons  from  Northampton  to  Sleaford,  Boston  or  such  other 
place  or  places  as  you  and  the  rest  of  the  magistrates  shall  judge  most  expedient  for  the  safety  of 
the  country,  with  orders  to  follow  such  directions  as  may  be  thought  necessary  by  you  and  the 
magistrates  for  the  preservation,  of  the  Public  peace — I  shall  transmit  your  Letter  and  that  of  the 
Magistrates  to  Lord  Barrington  by  this  night’s  Post — I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest 
Respect 

•  Sr 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

Rt.  Honble  Sir  J.  Cust.  C.  D’Oyly. 


Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Brighthelmstone.  July  12th,  1768. 

Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  both  your  Letters  here  this  Evening  for  which  I  beg  your  acceptance 
of  my  best  thanks  &  am  extremely  concerned  to  hear  by  the  latter  of  the  sad  Disturbance  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire  &  that  military  Force  is  become  necessary  which  in  the  present  situation  seems  to  be  the  case. 
I  hope  it  will  have  the  desired  effect  &  prevent  much  mischief  being  done.  The  measures  agreed 
upon  at  the  meeting  at  Sleaford  seem  to  me  highly  proper  &  I  most  heartily  concur  with  you  in  your 
Resolution  of  promoting  a  repeal  of  the  act  if  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  should  be  of  that  opinion 
&  I  hope  they  will  if  this  spirit  of  opposition  to  it  continues,  for  the  consequences  of  an  enraged 
multitude  are  dreadful  &  in  my  mind  we  had  better  forego  the  advantages  expected  from  the  act 
than  exasperate  the  Country  still  further  by  persevering  in  it.  An  obedience  to  the  Laws  is  the  great 
object  if  it  can  be  attained.  I  am  very  sorry  I  happen  not  to  be  in  Town  that  I  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  your  Letter  to  Lord  Barrington.  I  came  here  on  Lady  Willoughby’s  being 
advised  to  bathe  in  the  Sea.  I  think  myself  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Trouble  you  have  taken 
in  informing  me  of  this  unhappy  affair.  I  should  be  truly  happy  if  I  could  suggest  anything  which, 
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T  am  certain  there  is  no  occasion  for  when  you  &  the  other  gentlemen  concerned  are  so  much  nearer. 
I  hope  the  Troops  will  be  sent  back  as  soon  as  ever  things  are  quiet,  &  that  the  magistrates  who  are 
to  direct  them  will  use  them  with  the  utmost  caution. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard. 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

Willoughby  de  Broke. 


Viscount  Barrington  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Cavendish  Square.  July  the  14,  1708. 

Sir, 

I  happen'd  to  be  out  of  Town  when  your  Letter  of  the  ICth  Instant  came  to  the  War  Office. 
I  am  very  sorry  I  was  not  in  the  way  to  obey  your  Commands  myself,  but  I  have  great  satisfaction 
in  finding  that  Mr.  D'Oyly  had  done  everything  you  wish'd,  without  losing  a  moment.  The  well- 
founded  confidence  I  have  in  his  ability  and  zeal  enables  me  to  go  into  the  country  oftener  than 
I  should  dare  to  do  without  such  an  assistant. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  too  much  experience  of  Riots  for  many  years  together  ;  but  I  never 
knew  any  thing  so  audacious  as  the  proceedings  of  these  Lincolnshire  men.  You  Sir  and  the  other 
magistrates  of  that  County  have  shewn  great  spirit  in  trying  to  suppress  them  without  military 
assistance  ;  but  surely  it  became  of  absolute  necessity  to  require  it.  when  the  men  you  had  hired 
would  not  act  and  the  mob  began  to  train  themselves  with  the  Fire  Armes  they  had  seized. 

The  Law  seems  now  to  have  got  the  better  in  the  Capital  &  I  hope  will  prevail  again  everywhere. 
I  am  sure  your  able  and  zealous  endeavours  will  not  be  wanting  to  that  salutary  end,  &  I  think 
.such  an  example  will  have  the  proper  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect.  Sir 

Your  most  humble  & 

.  most  obedient  servant 

Barrington. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Viscount  Barrington.  (Draft.) 

My  Lord, 

I  shou'd  sooner  have  acknowledged  the  Honor  of  yr  LP  very  obliging  letter  of  the  lfith 
but  I  went  to  Boston  early  last  Monday  morning  &  was  employ’d  the  whole  week  there  in  company 
with  Sr  Charles  Frederick.  Mr.  Whichcot.  &  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Country  together  with  the 
magistrates  of  Boston  &  Holland  to  examine  into  the  late  Riot  &  Disturbance  in  that  part  of  the 
country  nor  did  I  return  from  then.ee  till  yesterday. 

I  must  in  the  first  Place  return  vr  Lordship  the  thanks  of  myself  &  all  the  other  gentlemen  for 
the  expedition  with  which  Mr.  D’Oyly  ordered  the  2nd  Reg1  of  Dragoons  to  Boston  whose  season¬ 
able  appearance  has  kept  every  thing  quiet  &  enabled  us  to  make  some  progress  in  suppressing 
the  dangerous  spirit  which  broke  out  into  such  open  outrages  <£  acts  of  violence.  It  is  but  justice 
to  Col.  Douglas  to  mention  to  yr  Lordship  the  expedition  with  which  he  marched  the  Regiment 
to  us  &  the  very  obliging  manner  in  which  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  give  us  every  kind  of  assist¬ 
ance.  Five  or  Six  of  the  most  audacious  Rioters  &  principal  promoters  of  the  whole  have  fled  this 
country  whom  we  shall  indict  at  the  Assizes  publish  Rewards  for  apprehending  them.  The 
Warrants  of  the  Justices  were  executed  upon  many  others  without  the  least  resistance.  Some 
of  the  worst  of  them  are  to  be  try’ cl  at  the  next  Assizes  at  Lincoln,  others  at  the  Quarter  Sessions 
and  the  rest  have  submitted  to  mercy  and  express’d  great  sorrow  for  their  offence.  But  to  show 
the  spirit  which  occasion'd  those  Disturbances  the  Height  to  which  it  was  got  <t  the  dangerous 
Lengths  to  which  it  might  have  been  carried,  if  it  had  not  been  checked.  1  have  taken  the  liberty 
-of  troubling  yr  Lordship  with  the  inclosed  which  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  person  who  appeared 
to  be  the  leader  in  both  Riots. 

It  was  delivered  to  him  at  the  time  he  had  thought  of  surrendering  Himself  to  the  Magistrates 
which  thro  terror  of  the  troops  he  actually  did  do  the  night  before  they  came  to  Boston.  The  man 
who  carried  the  letter  is  a  Tayler  of  that  Town,  an  Anabaptist  preacher.  He  is  now  in  custody 
acknowledges  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  it,  &  that  when  he  gave  it  Smith  he 
•used  many  arguments  to  dissuade  him  from  surrendring.  &  I  advised  him  to  pursue  the  instructions 
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of  the  letter,  all  that  we  can  get  from  the  Tayler  is  that  he  had  it  from  a  Schoolmaster  in  Boston 
who  told  him  it  came  from  a  Friend  of  Liberty  &  the  Cause,  &  that  his  only  reason  for  carrying 
the  letter  and  giving  it  over  to  Smith  was  out  of  compassion  to  him  as  he  was  afraid  of  his  being 
hanged  if  he  was  once  in  the  power  of  the  magistrates.  The  Schoolmaster  immediately  fled  upon 
hearing  that  the  Tayler  was  taken  up.  We  are  apprehensive  of  there  being  something  deeper  in 
this  affair  than  we  have  yet  been  able  to  discover.  Upon  our  examinations  it  was  manifest  that 
these  Rioters  had  amongst  them  about  100  guns  several  of  which  were  the  long  Fen  guns  (i  feet 
&  half  in  the  Barrel,  that  some  of  those  who  are  run  away  said  they  were  loaded  with  slugs  because 
the  wounds  made  by  them  cou’d  not  be  easily  cured.  The  magistrates  did  not  care  to  issue  out 
their  warrants  for  searching  for  and  seising  these  Guns  as  it  savoured  too  much  of  general  Warrants, 
but  we  are  consulting  the  best  Counsel  &  hope  that  a  step  which  seems  so  essential  to  the  preserva 
tion  of  the  publick  peace  cannot  be  illegal. 

It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Magistrates  &  Gentlemen  that  the  Country  wou'd  not  be 
safe  if  the  Regiment  left  them  &  Col.  Douglas  very  obligingly  offered  to  remain  at  Boston  with  the 
six  Troops  notwithstanding  the  inconvenience  to  his  men  &  Horses  by  the  whole  being  quartered 
in  that  Town,  but  he  thought  four  Troops  might  be  accommodated  there  &  two  in  Sleaford,  anil 
as  your  Lordship  was  so  kind  as  to  give  him  discretionary  orders  that  is  the  present  dispositions, 
and  if  it  does  not  prejudice  the  service  I  wou’d  beg  the  favour  of  yr  Lordship  that  they  may  continue 
in  these  parts  during  the  summer  &  that  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  when  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  be  quartered  there  with  any  tolerable  convenience  the  whole  Regiment  may  be  at  Lincoln  in 
the  Winter. 


Seditious  Letter  to  a  Mr.  Smith.  (Copy.) 


July  9th,  1768. 


sr. 

As  a  champion  to  liberty  and  an  assertor  of  British  freedom,  wch  I  am  inform’d 
you  are,  &  give  me  leave  congratulate  you  on  your  heroick  fortitude  :  This  Act  concerning  the 
closing  the  Holland  Fen  is  one  of  the  most  Tyrannic  and  Oppressive  ever  was  made  in  the  British 
Nation  since  the  Norman  conquest  but  since  it  is  apparent  that  the  intention  of  the  nobility  anil 
Gentry  is  to  the  enriching  themselves  and  bringing  the  nation  under  a  state  of  servile  subjection 
it  behoves  every  English  man  to  oppose  every  measure  that  may  any  wise  be  detrimental  to  the 
people  :  Now  Sir  as  I  am  inform’d  that  you  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  are  firmly  resolved 
to  oppose  the  execution  of  the  said  act  (on  the  repeal  of  wch  act  depends  the  British  liberties)  is  the 
occasion  of  me  troubling  you  with  this  in  order  to  give  you  some  advice  concerning  your  conduct 
therein  (for  being  educated  in  capacity  of  a  military  engineer  I  presume  my  advice  may  not  be 
unseasonable),  but,  Sir,  to  be  short  the  gentlemen  of  Boston  and  the  most  oppulent  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  are  resolved  to  have  the  Fen  inclosed  at  all  adventures,  they  have  in  consequence  of  which 
sent  or  about  sending  to  the  War  office  for  soldiers  to  the  amount  of  about  700  or  800  amongst 
whom  I  suppose  are  to  be  1  or  2  companies  of  light  Horse,  and  that  their  intention  is  to  quarter 
them  in  the  country  in  order  to  disarm  the  Inhabitants  whereby  to  the  easier  securing  of  them, 
for  the  opposing  of  wch  observe  the  following  rules. 

Art.  1 ).  Give  notice  to  persons,  who  are  willing  to  assert  their  rights  and  liberties,  to  form  them¬ 
selves  into  companies  of  about  sixty  Men  each,  over  which  let  them  place  for  each  Company  1  captain 
1  sergeant,  and  other  officers,  and  for  every  6  companies  1  major  and  over  the  whole  Commander 
a  person  of  courage  and  conduct  :  let  each  man  take  his  oath  to  obey  his  commander  and  to  be  true 
to  the  cause. 

Art  2).  Let  each  Company  be  exercised  every  night  or  as  often  as  possible  (in  companies  of 
10  or  more  men)  by  persons  who  have  been  in  the  army  with  sticks,  tfcc.  The  Method  of  marching, 
keeping  of  Ranks,  Poltroon,  and  file  Fires  &  other  things  necessary  for  an  Engagement. 

Art  3).  Let  each  man  be  as  compleatly  arm’d  as  possible,  viz.  1st  by  getting  all  Svthes  &c 
made  into  swords  and  Bayonets,  for  such  firelocks  as  has  not  them,  2dU  to  procure  so  many  stands 
■of  complete  armour  as  you  can.  either  by  subscribing  money  to  purchase  some  chests  at  Birmingham 
or  by  boldly  seizing  the  arms  of  Militia  at  Lincoln  and  Stamford,  3rdly  to  procure  what  cannon  you 
-can,  for  that  will  be  necessary,  and  to  seize  that  at  Boston  will  be  best,  before  it  gets  into  the  hands 
of  the  soldiers,  for  then  it  will  perhaps  be  impossible  and  utter  destruction  to  you.  100  men  arm’d 
with  a  cart  will  easily  obtain — and  also  to  seize  what  other  cannon  you  can  possibly  get. 

Art  4).  As  soon  as  any  inteligence  is  had  of  the  approach  of  soldiers  or  any  other  opposition, 
let  all  the  men  be  got  together  ready  arm’d  and  let  them  incamp  in  the  Common,  round  which  Cam]) 
let  there  be  a  ditch  and  rampart  cast  on  which  place  the  cannon  so  that  the  Camp  cannot  be  easily 
forced,  minding  always  to  have  your  prisoners  in  the  rear  and  enemies  in  front. 
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your  center  be  made  sufficient  strong  as  not  to  be  easilv  broke  b  1  ''  ^  ^  WiU)  '6t 

and  greatest  part  of  the  cannon  there  and  vour  |,1  *'  ,b  k  by  plaom£  >'our  besfc  arm’d  men 

in  the  wings,  for  if  your  center  be broke it what  .Howe  can  procure 
keep  [tom]  be,  and  let  none  pursue  [torn]  light  arm’d  Mental 1  *  to  rall>'  a£aiu  *  be  sure  to  mind  to 
[^"3  ings  that  must  be  pursu’d  ^  1^7  CT]  T  **  P°SSible- 

every  Man  that  they  take,  therefore  be  valiant  lberties-  *°r  they  are  bent  on  hanging 

and  you  may  be  sure  of  assistance  from  several  nar+«  Tp  C0llraS^  and  stand  it  out  to  the  last 
not  only  bring  yourselves  and  ImdiL  to  destructmn  but  d"  "ffi  K  ^  &il  *  thi* 

British  Nation,  wherefore  be  quick  and  let  no  time  he  1  ♦  t  r  ^  &  means  of  enslaving  all  the 
to  spare  but  above  all  be  of  good  coinage  for  ’  1  d°  aSSUre  yOU’  -™’11  b^e  none 

Remember  Oh  my  Friends— the-  laws  ye  [torn] 

The  gen  rous  plan  of  power  deliver'd  down 
brom  age  to  age  by  your  renown’ d  fore  Fathers. 

So  dearly  bought  the  price  of  so  much  blood 

O  never  let  it  perish  in  your  hands 

But  piously  transmit  it  to  your  children. 

For  what  is  life  ?  tis  not  to  walk  about 
To  draw  fresh  air,  or  gaze  upon  the  Sun. 

I  is  to  be  free  ;  when  liberty  is  gone 
Life  grows  insipid,  and  has  lost  its  relish. 

I  am  Sir  yours  etc 

A  True  Friend  to  the  British  Liberties. 

Do  act  beSaTooL:  ^  "  *  **  ‘  «  Possible- 

less  security,  whereby  the  easier  to  take  you  *  ^  mt6ntl°n  18  to  you  into  a  care- 

[4S  fb0S,0n  [fonInStant  *°  of  400 

be  about  500  Horse  all  the  soldiers  are  to  be  Scotts  ll  CoTS°U  °f  SeVefal  Horses  bein^  at 
till  further  orders).  The  soldiers  on  Mondav  has  nrdl  C.  pary  are  ordered  to  halt  at  Grantham 
seize  your  arms  attend’d  by  the  Justices  after  which  +  °  COrae  and  take  .vou  aP  prisoners  and 

sr  ZoTc:iz±  st  r “ ttss 

i- sr  ^ lwrts  of 

confusion  but  “  f“ 

To  Mr.  Smith. 


JOHX  CuST  TO  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke. 

My  Lord,  Belton.  July  25th,  1768. 

12th  butV^t  hor  °Y:Lorfi;ip’3  °wi*in* 

S'  Charles  Frederick  Mr.  Whichcot  &  other  gentlemen  of  the'f™  7h° *  week  m  oomP«ny  with 
of  Boston  &  Holland  in.  examining  into  the  fate  Rtos  *  n  ,  u  y  t°ge*1h®  W,th  the  "'pirates 
till  Saturday  night.  I  think  I  mention’d  to  yr  LP  bofh  W  w„  T7  1  ”turn  £r0m  “'«>«> 

what  I  had  heard  very  few  proprietors  were  eonc  i  •  A  °r  °*  moutb  &  by  letter  that  from 
Fen  was  still  thought  advantageous  to  the  Count  ^  ^  them.’  that  1  bebevefl  the  Division  of  the 
proceeded  from  another  cause  viz  that  spirit  of  T  u  geUeral  ^.that  1  was  afraid  that  outrages 
of  the  Kingdom,  &  which  has  whl,ch. prevails  *  almost  every  part 

culated  thro’  the  whole  nation  in.  all  the  news™?^  it  the  seddlous  writings  published  &  cir- 
notwithstanding  mv  own  thorough  conviction  of  /l6^  oue^er  I  acquainted  yr  Lordship  that 
majority  of  the  Proprietors  had  cht«d  thlir  H  t  ^a  utility  of  the  act  if  I  found  that  the 
for  the  Repeal  of  it,  I  would  gladly  promote  it  H  nav  "°U  C  &P?  X  t0  farliamenfc  m  a  lega*  manner 

former  Belief  was  confirmed  beyond  what  I  con'd  ha Amag°ined.  Z 


c  1,0'< 
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proprietors  in  the  Riots.  Nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  rioters  especially  those  who  were  the  most 
violent  had  no  Stock  no  Right  of  Common  nor  the  least  concern  in  the  Fen.  Not  one  either  Pro¬ 
prietor  or  Tenant  made  any  complaint  of  the  least  injury  or  even  hardship  which  they  apprehended 
from  the  Division.  The  very  appearance  of  the  Troops  restored  peace  &  quiet.  One  of  the  Leaders 
(tho’  far  from  being  a  principal  promoter)  immediately  surrendered  himself.  The  Warrants  of  the 
Justices  were  executed  against  several  others  &  upon  our  coming  to  Boston  many  more  came  in 
voluntarily  expressed  great  sorrow  for  their  past  offence  &  implor’d  our  mercy,  but  five  or  six  of 
the  most  virulent  A:  malicious,  &  who  appeard  to  be  the  first  advisers,  have  fled  the  Country.  Thev 
will  be  indicted  at  the  Assizes  &  Rewards  published  for  apprehending  them.  We  had  not  fewer 
than  150  under  examination  &  it  appeared  from  them  all  that  the  Ringleaders  &  most  notorious 
of  them  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  levelling  &  a  Design  of  Plunder  under  a  notion,  which  they 
had  with  some  Art  infused  into  a  set  of  poor  ignorant  Fellows  of  the  encroachments  of  the  nobilitv 
and  gentry  upon,  the  natural  Rights  &  Liberties  of  the  people.  This  spirit  was  got  to  a  Height 
&  carried  to  a  Degree  of  Cruelty  &  Malevolence  which  I  confess  astonished  me  and  if  the  Troops 
had  not  been  sent  for  &  the  gentlemen  had  not  attended  at  Boston  last  week  I  am  convinced  that 
the  Life  the  House  and  Property  of  no  man  in  that  part  of  the  country  wou’d  have  been  safe.  Lpon 
Warrants  being  granted  by  the  Justices  against  six  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  Riot  at  Boston 
on  the  6th  of  June  these  virulent  men  whom  I  have  hinted  at  set  their  instruments  at  work  to  alarm 
the  whole  country  that  the  magistrates  had  determined  to  take  every  one  who  did  but  make  his 
appearance  in  that  Riot  and  if  they  did  not  immediately  assemble  with  all  the  Arms  they  had  & 
resist  the  Magistrates  every  man  of  them  wou’d  be  hanged  without  mercy.  This  brought  near  500 
together  with  at  least  100  guns  &  some  of  the  most  malicious  amongst  them  loaded  their  guns  with 
slugs  declaring  they  did  it  because  the  wounds  made  by  them  cou’d  not  be  cured.  LTpon  the  approach 
of  the  Troops  some  were  frightened  &  had  thoughts  of  surrenclring.  Great  pains  were  taken  to 
dissuade  them  from  it  &  among  the  rest  the  most  seditious  letter  which  I  ever  read  in  my  life  was 
delivered  to  one  of  these  persons  who  soon  after  did  surrender.  After  a  preface  setting  forth  the 
design  of  the  Nobility  and  gentry  to  bring  the  people  into  a  state  of  absolute  Slavery  A  that  this 
was  the  time  for  every  man  who  had  the  least  regard  for  his  liberty  to  exert  himself,  the  Letter 
contained  instructions  how  they  might  defend  themselves  ag*  the  King's  Troops,  &  that  by  seising 
the  ship  guns  at  Boston  the  arms  of  the  Militia  lodged  at  Stamford  &  Lincoln  putting  themselves 
under  the  command  of  proper  persons  A:  obeying  their  orders  they  wou’d  easily  get  the  better  of 
the  Scotch  Regiment  sent  against  them  and  arming  wou’d  bring  the  whole  nation  to  jovn  them. 
Persons  were  sent  to  the  several  market  Towns  within  20  miles  of  Boston  A:  openly  in  the  market 
place  on  market  day  excited  all  true  Lovers  of  Liberty  to  Joyn  the  Heroes  in  the  Holland  Fen. 
Great  industry  was  used  to  terrify  the  gentlemen  from  appearing  at  Boston.  I  had  myself  several 
advertisements  sent  me  that  my  Life  was  threatened  &  that  I  shoud  be  wavlaid  if  I  attempted  to 
go  to  Boston.  Besides  the  5  or  6  of  them  who  fled  fom1  of  the  most  notorious  who  were  taken  up 
by  the  Justices  V  arrant  will  be  indicted  at  the  Assizes  among  them  being  the  Incendiary  who  carried 
the  Letter  wch  I  have  taken  notice  of,  six  offenders  in  a  less  degree  will  be  prosecuted  at  the  Quarter 
Sessions,  &  the  rest  are  dismissed  very  thankful  for  the  lenity  shewn  to  them.  But  tho’  we  have 
thus  checked  that  spirit  for  the  present  &  everything  is  now  quiet  I  doubt  we  have  not  got  to  the 
bottom  of  the  business,  as  we  can  t  find  out  who  was  concerned  in  the  advertisements  which  brought 
them  together  on  the  6th  of  June  nor  who  first  advised  the  rising  &  tho’  I  believe  there  will  be  no 
more  open  attempts  yet  they  have  got  a  notion,  that  it  is  but  a  private  act  of  Parliament,  that  its 
only  a  Trespass  to  throw  down  the  Inclosures  &  therefore  they  may  easily  do  it  privately  in  the 
night  time  as  soon  as  any  Division  Fences  are  put  down.  It  may  therefore  be  worth  while  to  con¬ 
sider  whether  it  may  not  be  necessary  for  a  Bill  next  session  to  declare  it  a  publick  act  A:  make  it 
Felony  to  destroy  any  of  the  works. 

I  have  troubled  yr  LP  with  a  very  tedious  account  but  I  was  desirous  you  should  know  every 
particular  of  what  passed  &  as  accurate  state  of  the  country  as  I  cou’d  give  you. 

I  hope  Brighthelmstone  has  had  the  effects  which  yr  LP  &  Lady  Willoughby  A:  friends  cou'd  wish 
A:  that  her  health  is  perfectly  re-established. 


Viscount  Barrington  to  Sir  John  Gust. 

Cavendish  Square.  July  27.  1768. 

Sib, 

It  gives  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  Greys  came  to  Boston  with  so  much  timely 
dilligence  :  that  their  commanding  officer  has  behaved  so  well  there,  and  that  the  Riot  has  been 
quieted  without  the  intervention  of  Troops  :  I  am  sensible  however  that  their  continuance  in  the 


* 


296 


RECORDS  OF  THE  CUST  FAMILY 


TuZ^zEs^::ize;:  ir^:z  t^z:  w^eh£r£t!fr 

Sdulgence  '  ^  “  Pr°Per  retUrn  °f  *r£titlldB  "m  be  *'«™  made  for  that 

ano^hlrtod"58!  ha‘ighly  h0n°Urd  by  y°ur  correspondence,  but  wish  the  subject  of  it  were  of 
as  Sir  John Cust  ^  m0re-  th«  C°™ty  *  EngUnd  had  such  resident  Magistrates 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  truth  &  Respect 

Sir 

your  most  humble 

&  most  obedient  servant 

_  .  Barringtox. 

Who^wteerrh^.  60’000  Pe°Ple  attended  the  ta*  of  <b*  seven  coa,  heavers 

the  best"  effect 'on  them  ’Twmv^toH  ‘Y  fW>eared,  &  the  ex-ample  seemd  to  have 

offence  was  committed!  18  t0  hang  the  *»Waotors  near  the  spot  where  their 


Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Sir, 


Brighthelmstone.  July  30th,  1768. 


Ar  ttip.  T  1  fannot  ^efer  returhing  y°u  my  best  thanks  for  the  Honor  of  vour  verv  oblieine  LcttPr 

»t  the  Cmeetog  rB„T  *°  TV°  **  “  f™8  ™  *»  pi“r  “  the  p  ^eedtag 

.  tne  late  meeting  at  Boston,  which  give  me  the  highest  satisfaction  I  think  i  g 

particular  pleasure  to  find  that  so  few  proprietors  were  concerned  in  the  Biot A  that  the  eZ  of 
e  proprietors  in  general  is  for  carrying  on  the  Division.  Those  who  pntWrl  +i  * 

unwary  to  join  with  them  are  doublv  culpable.  I  heartily  wish  the  author  of  the  T  nt  ^  lgnorant.  & 

t  rk  in  ;hesi  caL  *  ^ 

proves  the  most  effectual  way  of  reclaiming  them  to  a  right  wav  of  thinkimr  4s  to  thi-  l  i  t 

lam  so  fL  oriThrtUbegme  d  1  “  W“'  be  r«ht'to  "  P»blici  or  not!  Though 

heariilv  U,  n  be  T  y  °  g‘Vf  any  asslstance  in  conducting  this  affair  in  my  power.  I  am 
heartily  glad  you have  reed  no  harm  from  the  kind  assistance  vou  have  given  on  this  occasion 

is  be Y5  f"  l  .'!’  y,as  "e  as  myself  arB  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  kind  wishes  to  her  '  She 
■  whote  Tamdy™  g  r6-  She  begS  leave  *°  -ioin  with  me  in'Comp«»  to  yourself  Lady  Oust  A-  your 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  &  regard, 

Sir 

Your  most  obliged 

&  obedient  Humble  servant 

Willoughby  de  Broke. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


297 


THE  SOUTH  LINCOLNSHIRE  MILITIA. 


The  following  letters  refer  to  the  South  Lincolnshire  Militia,  embodied  for  active  service 
under  the  Act  passed  in  June,  1757,  through  the  efforts  of  William  Pitt.  The  defence  of  the 
home  country  was  a  cause  of  much  anxiety  to  the  King  and  his  Government,  the  army  in 
active  commission  being  insufficient  to  bear  the  burdens  laid  upon  it  in  the  struggle  with 
France  for  supremacy  in  Europe  and  in  the  New  World.  Subsidies  for  the  service  of  foreign 
troops,  though  approved  and  supported  by  William  Pitt,  were  extremely  unpopular.  In  order 
to  obtain  security  at  home  Pitt  brought  in  a  Bill  for  a  National  Militia  in  1756,  which  was 
rejected,  but  a  similar  Bill,  introduced  by  George  Townshend,  was  passed  in  June,  1757. 
which  will  always  be  connected  with  the  name  of  William  Pitt. 

The  following  were  the  main  details  of  the  New  Militia  Bill : — 

Proportion  of  men  to  be  furnished  for  every  county  of  England  and  Wales. 

Middlesex.  Devonshire  1600  a  piece. 

Anglesey  80 

To  be  chosen  by  lot  from  lists  sent  up  by  parochial  authorities  from  the  Lord  Lieutenants 
and  their  deputies. 

Each  man  to  serve  three  years  and  then  a  period  of  exemption. 

Special  powers  to  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Deputy  Lieutenants  to  discharge  men  after 
two  years  or  on  sufficient  reasons  if  over  35. 

Possession  of  certain  property  required  for  officers,  who  were  entitled  to  be  discharged  after 
four  years  if  their  places  can  be  filled. 

Adjutant  from  regular  army  to  each  regiment  to  be  appointed  by  King. 

Sergeant  to  every  20  men. 

Regiments  of  7  to  12  companies. 

Lord  Lieutenant  in  command. 

King  empowered  to  embody  whole  force,  the  officers  and  men  entitled  to  pay  of  their  rank 
and  subject  to  articles  of  war. 

Lincolnshire  had  already  in  1745,  during  the  alarm  caused  by  the  invasion  of  the  Jacobite 
Army,  been  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  defence  of  their  country,  when  a  Meeting  was 
advertised  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  An.caster  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  to  desire  a 
general  meeting  at  the  Castle  of  Lincoln. 

At  which  meeting  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  then  present  opened  a  Subscription  and  also 
signed  as  association  for  the  security  of  his  Majesty's  person  and  government,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  carried  to  London  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  An.caster. 

A  regiment  was  soon  after  raised  within  the  said  county  of  Lincoln  which  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Ancaster  had  the  command  of.  The  expense  of  raising  the  men  and  for  their 
subsistence  being  paid  out  of  the  subscriptions  till  such  time  as  the  Regiment  was  half 
complete,  each  man  heaving  two  guineas  entrance  and  foot  soldiers  pay. 
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The  Duke  of  Ancaster  having  given  notice  that  the  Regiment  was  half  complete  to  the 
.Secretary  of  War,  orders  were  then  sent  for  them  to  repair  to  Stamford  at  which  time  the  officers 
received  their  commissions.  They  were  then  ordered  to  different  places  in  the  said  countv. 
Soon  after  they  were  ordered  to  Hull  to  garrison  the  place,  they  were  soon  after  ordered  to  march 
to  .Newcastle  but  were  before  they  reached  the  place  countermanded  back  to  Hull  again. 

SUfr°ripti0nS  W6re  receive<l  b>-  the  several  Clerks  of  the  Peace  who  only  received 
e  half  of  v  hat  each  person  subscribed  which  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £4.134  1  Is.  3d.,  the  half  of  which 

Vt  :1s-  '  Sume  tinie  atter  returned  to  the  several  subscribers.  The  expenses  were 

1  aid  out  of  the  said  subscriptions  not  amounting  to  much  more  than  2150  pounds. 

A  Voluntary  subscription  for  the  security  of  his  Majesty's  person  and  government  and  for  the 
OctTT  °174-Ch  f°rCeS  ^  ShS  1  be  raiSed  Wlthin  the  County  of  Lincoln,  began  at  the  Castle  of  Lincoln 


In  1758  two.  Battalions  were  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Lincolnshire,  Northern  and  Southern, 
to  the  former  the  Earl  of  Scarbrough  being  appointed  Colonel  in  Command,  to  the  Southern 
i>ir  John  Cust,  Bart.,  as  follows : — 


WARRANT  from  PEREGRINE,  DCKE  OF  ANCASTER,  &  KESTEVEN,  Lord  Lieutenant 

nnv  ‘°  Sir  John  Cust  B“rt-  appointing  him  Captain  in  and  Colonel  of  the  Southern 
Battalion  oi  Militia  to  be  raised  in  the  County  of  Lincoln.  U 

Dated  20  September  32  George  II.  1758. 

Signed  Ancaster, 

G.  C. 


* 
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LINCOLNSHIRE  MILITIA,  1759-GO. 


William  Welby  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

Denton.  Mar.  24,  1759. 

. .  .  .am  glad  the  uniform  is  agreed  upon.  .  .  .Last  Tuesday  we  finished  the  Militia  meetings  at 
Folkingham  &  gave  direction  to  Mr.  Bankes  to  make  out  a  Roll  &  send  it  to  the  Duke  with  all  con¬ 
venient  speed ....  recommends  Mr.  Bankes  for  Clerk  to  the  Saltham  Battalion ...  .Mr.  Willm 
Gregory  still  continues  averse  to  a  military  life  either  by  sea  or  Land,  assures  me  if  he  is  put  into- 
the  Mercantile  way,  he  will  apply  himself  very  strenuous  to  it ...  . 


Thomas  Scrope  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

Bath.  April  14,  1759. 

. . .  .my  Brother  Frederick  Scrope  is  to  be  my  Lieutenant,  the  person  that  brought  both  his 
Commission  &  mine  told  me  that  his  Grace  of  Ancaster  had  left  it  to  those  who  offer  d  themselves 
as  Lieutenants  &  Ensigns  to  choose  under  what  Captains  they  wou’d  serve — as  to  an  Ensign  I  have 
not  yet  heard  of  one  but  my  brother  is  looking  out  for  one  in  the  Country .... 


Sir  Everard  Buckworth  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Spalding.  21  April  1759. 

I  should  have  answered  your  Favour  sooner,  but  was  willing  to  have  got  an  Ensign,  before  I 
troubled  ve  with  a  Letter,  which  however  I  could  not  do  :  Mr.  Thompson,  who  has  already  offered 
himself,  will  be  my  Lieutenant  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  get  an  Ensign  I  will  acquaint  you  of  it.  Mr.  ^  \  ner 
delivered  me  the  Commissions  and  I  gave  Mr.  Boulton  his  last  Tuesday. 


The  Duke  of  Ancaster  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sep  :  3,  1759. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  be  disapointed  of  paying  my  respects  to  you  &  ye  rest  of  ye  Gentlemen 
at  Lincoln,  but  as  ye  Smallpox  rages  in  that  Violence  in  yl  Town  and  one  of  my  Children  together 
with  great  part  of  my  Family  have  never  had  ye  disorder,  I  can  by  no  means  run  a  risque  which 
may  give  ye  Dutchess  uneasiness  in  her  present  situation.  If  you  have  any  Commands  for  me  in 
respect  to  ye  Militia,  on  notice  I  shall  obey  ye  same. . .  . 


The  Duke  of  Ancaster  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Grimsthorpe.  12  Octobr  1759. 

....By  the  last  Post  I  have  Recd  His  Majesty’s  Orders  commanding  me  to  give  immediate 
Information  of  the  Actual  State  and  Condition  of  the  Militia  for  this  County  ;  I  desire  therefore  you 
will  Please  forthwith  to  Transmit  to  me  an  exact  return  of  the  Recent  State  of  your  Battalion 
Together  with  an  Account  whether  They  are  in  forwardness  sufficient  to  be  drawn  out  and  embody  d 
if  His  Majesty  shod  Judge  Proper  to  give  Orders  for  that  Purpose. .  .  . 


Q  Q  2 


•  ■ 


. 
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Sir  Everard  Buckworth. 


T  Spalding.  3d  Nor  1759. 

as  possible^ent  g°"lt  t0  attend  y°Ur  0rders’  should  be  obliged  to  you  to  let  them  be  as  full 

Captn  Boulton  &  myself  who  are  now  together  have  some  difficulty  about  conveying  our  Baggage 
(viz  )  the  arms  &  cloaths  of  men  who  may  not  be  able  to  march  with  us,  thro’  sickness  hope’vmi 

for  FxerH  i  "v  ^  affair-We  ®PP«»hend  the  Ammunition  we  have  alreadv  had  was 

the  Sergeant T  ^  °TG  th&t  We  need  ?ot  bnnS  ar^  of  that  with  us.  I  hope  you  will  dispatch 

CompSt  orZchy0U  Cer‘am  °"r  mar°hing  'hat  ""  ma>'  be  “  f0r"ar<l  “  the  “th- 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Major  General  Whitmore.  (Draft.) 

5?*  r?  afteruoon  at  5  o’clock  I  recd  by  express  from  Philips  Glover  Esq'  Major  of  the 
^outhern  Batallion  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Paterson  your  Aid  de  Camp  directed 
to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  Lincolnshire  militia  at  Lincoln  inclosing  His  Majesty’s  orders 
rom  the  War  Office  to  the  said  Commanding  officer  to  march  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  bv  such 

theUTSetter1U<  ^T*810*8  a'S  He  sbould  thmk  ProPer  to  Manchester.  I  immediately  dispatch’d 
the  Letter  &  Orders  by  express  to  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  His  Majesty’s  Lieutenant  of  the  County 

?t  ,  ai  \  y  CTne  to  my  Hands  1  thought  il  incumbent  upon  me  to  acquaint  vou  with 

it  &  likewise  to  let  you  know  in  what  Forwardness  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  is  for  marching  lest 

t  haTie  T  0pi>0rtUUlty  of  wntm-  to  y°u  by  this  night’s  post.  On  Teusdav  the 
30th  of  October  I  recd  a  Letter  trom  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  acquainting  me  that  he  had  his  Majesty’s 

O  ders  to  draw  out  the  Militia  of  this  County  into  Service  &  assemble  them  at  such  place  or  places 
as  shoud  seem  most  convenient  and  ordering  me  to  march  the  Southern  Batallion  under  mv  Com¬ 
mand  to  Stamford  I  immediately  sent  orders  to  ye  several  Captains  who  live  at  a  Considerable 
Distance  from  each  other  to  march  their  several  companvs  to  Stamford  with  all  speed  But  on 
Saturday  last  m  ye  afternoon  I  recd  further  orders  from  His  Grace  signifying  His  Majesty’s  Measure 
that  the  whole  Lincolnshire  Militia  shoud  assemble  at  Lincoln,  &  be  there  under  your  command 
It  being  represented  to  the  Duke  by  Lord  Scarborough  the  Colonel  of  the  Northern  Batallion  that 
the  small-pox  raged  so  terribly  at  Lincoln  that  the  officers  &  men  who  had  not  had  that  distemper 
Wfl't  the  utmost  Hazard  of  their  Lives.  His  Grace  sent  an  Express  on  Sunday  night  to  the 

Office  to  lay  the  same  before  The  King  &  as  the  place  of  our  Destination  was  thus  rendered 
pertain  till  the  Duke  recd  an  answer  to  ye  express,  I  order'd  the  several  C’ompanys  of  mv  Batallion 
to  assemble  on  Fryday  next  at  the  principal  Towns  within  their  respective  Districts  that  we  might 
be  able  to  set  the  whole  Batallion  in  2  or  3  days  to  march  wherever  we  were  order’d.  I  am  now 
in  hourly  expectation  of  orders  from  His  Grace  which  as  soon  as  I  receive  I  shall  loose  no  Time 
in  obeying  His  Majesty’s  pleasure  signify’ d  to  me  by  the  Duke  or  yourself. 


Captain  John  Thorold  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Cranwell.  Nov.  0,  1759. 

I  am  very  sensible  how  much  you  must  necessarily  have  been  hurried,  &  how  much  the  C’ountv 
is  obliged  to  you  for  the  great  Trouble  you  are  at— which  I  hope  will  be  rewarded  bv  everythin* 
-succeeding  to  your  Desire.  I  immediately  despatch’d  orders  to  my  Serjts  &  hope  they  will  be 
punctual,  &  shall  to  morrow  send  to  Mr.  Parker  for  the  intermediate'pav  of  the  Serj^  &  drummers 
&  for  a  Draught  upon  the  Agent  for  the  pay  of  the  Company  from  the  9th  of  NovL  If  anythin* 
•defers  the  receipt  of  this,  I  shall  readily  subsist  the  men  myself.  The  Articles  of  War  shall  be  read 
upon  our  meeting  at  Folkingham _  e  rea<1 


Earl  of  Scarbrough  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sandbeck.  Nov.  ye  7,  1759. 

Upon  my  return  home  I  immediately  sent  for  Mr.  Zouch  the  person  I  mention'd  when  at  Grantham 
&  have  agreed  with  him  to  furnish  the  private  men  with  a  coat  &  breeches  for  sixteen  shillings  & 
.sixpence  if  the  same  as  the  inclos'd,  which  I  dare  say  you  will  approve  of.  I  likewise  agreed  with 


. 
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him  to  furnish  the  serjeants  with  a  compleat  suit  at  thirty  six  shillings  each  of  the  enclos'd  scarlet 
lin  d  through  with  a  very  good  shalloon,  in  consequence  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  saving 
on  the  money  now  granted  us  by  his  Majesty.  I  thought  it  best  to  order  the  serjeants  a  whole 
suit  as  that  they  at  present  have  is  greatly  spoilt  &  there  will  still  be  £1  9.  0.  to  [be]  laid  out  on  there 
account.  I  shall  bring  with  me  to  Grantham  a  Pattern  suit  of  both  sorts  &  likewise  one  for  the 
officers  which  will  save  2  or  3  guineas  to  each  officer  &  yet  be  handsomer  than  our  present  Regi¬ 
mentals.  I  mention  this  for  your  consideration  &  if  you  approve  of  it  officers  serjeants  &  men 
will  in  their  coats  be  exactly  the  same. 


Captain  J.  Thorold  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

My  men  were  all  to  be  at  Sleaford  on  W  ednesday  next,  which  I  imagine  will  be  sooner  than  anv 
other  Companies  will  be  got  together.  I  shall  however  despatch  men  from  Sleaford  this  day  & 
will  lose  no  time  I  take  the  liberty  to  hope  Sir  John  Cust  will  be  so  kind  as  to  allow  the  choice 
of  Quarters  according  to  Seniority  as  before  in  case  any  material  objection  attends  being  at  Wormley, 
&  I  shall  be  glad  of  the  order  of  March  when  convenient. 


WARRANT  of  Appointment  &  Authority  to  hold  Courts  Martial,  issued  to  Sir  John  Cust, 
Bart.,  Colonel  of  Our  South  Battalion  of  Lincolnshire  Militia,  or  to  the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  or 
Major  of  our  said  Battalion. 

dated  7  October  1759, 
at  Kensington. 


Signed.  GEORGE  R. 
W.  Pitt. 


Captain  J.  Thorold  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Sleaford.  Nov.  the  26th. 

•  •  •  -  My  company  march  d  into  this  place  yesterday,  &  the  Town  just  holds  it — tho'  some  Inn¬ 
keepers  complain — I  believe  without  reason,  but  am  convinced  it  would  not  contain  two _ If  all 

matters  are  settled  at  Lincoln  &  we  are  permitted  to  remain  as  we  are  I  will  engage  to  produce  mv 
company  when  we  join,  as  forward  as  any  other  as  I  reside  so  very  near,  &  my  subalterns  will  assist, 
to  whom  the  present  situation  seems  agreeable. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Lord  (Barrington).  (Draft.) 

*  Stockport.  Dec.  11th,  1759. 

I  recd  by  the  post  this  morning  His  Majesty’s  commission  impowering  myself  &  the  other  Field 
officers  of  His  Majesty  s  Southern  Battallion  of  Lincolnshire  Militia  to  call  Courts  martial  for  the 
Trial  of  Officers  within  the  said  Battalion.  I  rec^  also  in  the  same  packet  an  Act  for  punishing 
Mutiny  &  Desertion  &  the  Articles  of  War. 

I  should  have  gone  to  Warrington  on  Monday  but  the  Cheshire  Militia  lying  there  to  night  I 
def err’d  it  till  tomorrow  when  I  shall  be  there  with  four  Companies. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  Respect 
my  Lord 

Your  lordship’s  most 

obed*  &  most  Humble  Servant 

J.  C.  (Colonel). 


. 
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Sib  John  Cost  to  Mb.  S<eyd.  (Draft.) 


Warrington.  Dec.  25th,  1759. 

...  .We  find  it  exceeding  difficult  in  this  part  of  the  world  to  get  Cash  for  Bills  without  an 
exorbitant  Premium  &  therefore  about  a  Fortnight  ago  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Martin  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  desire  vve  might  have  an  order  upon  the  Custom  House  at  Liverpool  to  give  us  money 
for  the  paymaster  s  Draught  upon  you  but  Mr.  Martin  has  not  thought  proper  to  give  me  anv  Answer 
I  will  therefore  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  ask  him  about  it  because  if  such  order  can’t  be  obtained 
we  must  think  of  some  other  method  tho’  I  shou’d  hope  we  might  be  intitl’d  to  the  assistance  of 
Government  upon  so  reasonable  a  Request.  I  recd  a  Letter  from  Ld  Barrington  about  ten  days 
ago  signifying  to  me  His  Majesty’s  Allowance  to  each  Captain  of  one  Non  effective  out  of  every 
Twenty  five  Rank  &  bile  to  defray  the  Expense  of  Contingencies  for  Repair  of  Arms  &c.  The 
a  allion  as  you  know  consists  of  Ten  Companies  of  sixty  each  &  at  present  we  want  but  seven  to 
complete  that  Establishment.  I  therefore  wrote  to  my  Lord  to  know  whether  we  were  to  discharge 
a  number  equal  to  the  ^  on-effectives  &  whether  only  Two  were  to  be  discharged  out  of  each  Com- 
pany  or  Twenty  four  out  of  the  whole  Battallion  which  wou’d  be  just  one  out  of  every  Twenty 
five.  I  likewise  desird  His  Lordship’s  Directions  about  the  making  up  the  Returns  whether  these 
Non-effectives  were  to  be  reckon'd  as  wanting  to  complete  or  They  were  to  be  look'd  upon  as  present 
which  latter  is  the  case  I  understand  with  Muster  Rolls.  In  the  same  Letter  I  acquainted  Mv  Lord 
that  my  affairs  m  Lincolnshire  requird  my  being  there  &  that  if  the  Request  was  not  improper 
I  shou  d  be  glad  to  be  absent  for  a  fortnight  but  tho  I  might  have  had  an  Answer  by  the  post  last 
Sunday  I  have  yet  rec  none.  I  will  therefore  trouble  you  to  inquire  at  the  War  Office  about  these 
particulars  &  let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  Return  of  the  post. 


Sm  John  Cost  to  General  Whitmore.  (Draft.) 

Warrington.  Feb.  25th,  1769. 

...  .1  am  honour  d  with  your  Letter  of  the  22nd  &  am  glad  my  Application  to  Lord  Barrington 
for  a  change  ot  Quarters  has  met  with  your  Approbation.  In  consequence  of  it  I  have  recd  an  Order 
to  march  the  Southern  Battallion  into  Manchester  on  Fryday  the  7th  of  March  next  but  this  after- 

V,eC  a  L^ter  fr°m  the  May°r  °f  LiverP°ol  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  inclosed  to  you,  pursuant 
to  Mr.  Mayor  s  Request  &  I  propose  marching  the  four  Companies  now  at  Warrington  early  tomorrow 
morning  to  Liverpool  &  have  sent  orders  to  the  other  six  Companies  at  Stockport  Macclesfield 
&  Knutstord  to  Joyn  me  there  with  the  utmost  expedition. 


DIPLOMA  of  the  FREEDOM  of  the  CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL  conferred  upon  Sir  John 
Baronet,  on  10  March  1769. 


Cust, 


Lawrence  Spencer,  Mayor. 


Lord  Barrington  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

War  Office.  20th  March  1760. 

- 1  have  the  favour  of  Your  Letter  of  the  16th  instant.  An  order  for  the  removal  of  the 

three  Companies  of  the  72nd  Regiment  from  Grantham  during  the  Fair  is  sent  by  this  post,  and 
I  have  recommended  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  consider  how  a  little  ease  may  be  given 
to  that  Town  for  the  future. 

(To  Colonel  Sr  John  Cust  of  the  Lincolnshire 
Militia  at  Manchester.) 


Dr.  George  Baker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


Stamford.  Jan.  18,  1760. 

...  .1  am  so  ty  d  by  the  leg  that  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  reach  Belton  before  you  march.  I  hope 
your  Toe  is  better.  The  gout  is  a  bad  companion  on  a  campaign — I  hear  from  good  authority  that 
no  Regiments  of  Foot  are  to  go  to  Germany — If  so  why  is  the  Militia  to  be  thus  harrass’d — It  will 
be  much  more  noble  to  meet  ye  Aid"  &  Serjts  at  my  house  than  at  the  Stilton  Herod.  Pray  contrive 
it,  if  you  can. 


' 
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Sir  John  Cust  &  Captain  Vyner  to  Lord  Barrington.  (Draft.) 

May  10th,  1700. 

My  Lord, 

To  prevent  any  Disputes  that  may  arise  between  the  Two  Battallions  of  the  Lincolnshire 
Militia  we  beg  the  favour  of  your  Lordship  to  settle  their  precedence  &  shall  most  readily  submit 
to  your  Lordship’s  Determination.  The  Duke  of  Ancaster  His  Majesty’s  Lieutenant  of  Lincolnshire 
divided  the  Militia  of  the  said  County  into  two  Battallions,  each  consisting  of  the  same  number  of 
officers  &  Men  &  directed  that  one  shou’d  be  call’d  the  Northern  ve  other  the  Southern  Battalion. 
His  Grace  appointed  the  Earl  of  Scarbrough  Colonel  of  the  former  &  Sr  John  Cust  Colonel  of  the  Latter 
but  made  no  other  Distinction  between  the  two  than  dating  Lord  Scarbrough's  Commission  a  Day 
before  Sr  John  Cust.  Tho’  they  are  calld  Battallions  they  have  to  all  Intents  &  purposes  been 
considerd  as  two  separate  <&  distinct  Regiments.  They  have  been  together  but  once  viz.  at  Liver¬ 
pool  when  they  took  precedence  according  to  what  they  understood  to  be  the  meaning  of  yr  Lp's 
Letter  of  December  last  which  signified  His  Majesty’s  pleasure  that  no  preference  shou’d  be  given 
to  one  Regiment  of  Militia  to  another  but  that  each  shou’d  take  Rank  according  to  the  Time  of 
it’s  coming  into  Camp  garrison  or  Quarters.  We  beg  the  favour  of  your  Lordship  to  let  us  know 
whether  this  is  meant  to  extend  to  all  Regiments  or  Battallions  of  Militia  or  whether  it’s  confined 
to  the  Militia  Regiments  of  different  Counties  &  if  the  latter  in  what  manner  the  two  Battallions  of 
Lincolnshire  are  to  rank  for  the  future. 

We  must  intreat  your  Lordship  absolutely  to  Determine  this  point  as  when  the  Two  Battalions 
were  orderd  to  change  Quarters  from  Manchester  to  Warrington  many  Difficulties  wTere  likely  to 
arise  at  their  meeting,  which  can  never  happen  if  yr  Lordship  appoints  pre-eminence  to  one,  but 
if  left  in  uncertainty  we  fear  we  shall  be  continually  liable  to  Disputes. 


Duke  of  Ancaster  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

May  ye  13,  1760. 

...  .1  think  yr  letter  you  have  drawn  up  with  Coll  :  Vyner  a  verry  proper  one  for  Ld  Barringtons 
oppinion,  and  certainly  his  LordP8  who  is  so  conversant  with  these  affairs  is  ye  best  judge  how  to 
determine  and  settle  y*  Rank  of  ye  Battalions  in  order  to  prevent  any  Disputes  concerning  prece¬ 
dence.  Ye  Commissions  in  ye  Northern  Battalions  are  prior  in  date  to  ye  Southern  but  whether 
any  preference  is  gained  thereby  I  leave  to  his  LordP  who's  oppinion  will  be  more  satisfactory  than 
any  I  may  have  formed .... 


Duke  of  Ancaster  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

June  14,  1760. 

I  am  extremely  satisfied  with  ye  alterations  you  propose  as  they  seem  agreeable  to  you  shall 
confirm  ye  same  with  ye  greatest  pleasure,  being  thoroughly  satisfied  when  you  approve  ym  it  tends 
towards  ye  good  of  ye  Battalion. 


Lord  Malpas  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Derby.  June  ye  12th,  1760. 

- Our  Regiment  having  to  March  on  Mtmdav  next  to  Nottingham  my  Wife  &  I  have  been 

there  to  day  to  enquire  for  a  House  but  have  not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  except  Mr.  Gregorys 
which  if  you  woud  allow  us  to  make  use  of  whilst  the  Regiment  remains  at  Nottingham  I  shoud 
esteem  it  as  a  particular  Favour  as  I  find  there  is  great  difficulty  to  get  even  Lodgings  this  I  hope 
will  be  some  excuse  for  my  taking  this  Liberty  &  shoud  my  Request  be  the  least  Inconvenient  I 
hope  you  will  make  no  Ceremony  of  telling  me  so.  .  .  .1  shall  see  that  particular  care  is  taken  of  the 
Furniture  there  will  be  Room  enough  for  us  without  making  use  of  the  apartments  the  Steward 
his  Family  now  live  in. 


. 
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CONINGSBV  SlBTHORP  TO  SlR  JOHN  C' 


UST. 


rp, _  ,  .  ,  Lincoln.  Septr  13th  ITtif) 

been ZeZ  7o7  hem  k'Xmm  S'  >'~bout  70  ^  has 

Mr.  Welby  are  to  do  v'  Honours  of  £  »  %  T?™”*  yf''  ^  .»““**«•  ^  L“  BrownloW  & 

throh  that  office  wth  great  grace  vs  year!"  m  Y  ^  L<  George  Man^ers  &  Mr.  Scrope  went 

of  ye  assembly  Room’ Several  others^o’^e P!j?sent. &  by  a  sliP  wth°ufc  hurt  yr  Brother  became  free 
I  communicated’ the  p71  2  !  ™  y  /hpPTenness  of  yC  Boards  had  ye  same  honour, 

several  are  not  willing  to  comolv  oT  ?  '  °v!  ^  LettCr  t0  Capt  NeviIe  Thor°ld  Scrope  Wills  Ac  : 

until  their  arrival.  I  have  been  at  John  ■ ?!  *  k  &  °huse  t0  have  the  matter  def  err’d 

.Mr.  Gardiners  family.  X  i= 

I  have  drawn  a  precept  for  ye  Constable  of  Long  Berrington  &  have  siimYl  it  «  T* 

two  hands  morp  will  onnri  9  u  ”  (X  nave  sign,  cl  it,  &  alter  I  ve  crot 

s  rr/:s  *1 

aU  Joyn  ye  Battalion  on  or  before  UVtaesday"e  "t  °ame  °Ut  “  ^  time  they  did 

noA^greafa  Deflelty  of  laZ"  *  £2  Z  *  ““  °f  ^  *“»  «  <”»  y‘  "il> 
sd  be  more  absent  than  themJelws  Mr T  dlsgllsted  yt  Fowler  &  Green 

soon  jovn  ye  Corps  the  ftentlem  r  '  n  ‘7  °Ut  t0r  ®uxton  on  Monday  &  suppose  he  will 

ThorokHfc  myself^Can’  L*  w^hw  PS.  .J  appear>d  were  Cp-  Scrope,  Xevile, 

Of  ye  North  Batt"  !.'■  Scarborough,  Mr.  Ctayton^I'lmshMst  &  TholT'  EnS‘*n  *  Johnson' 
Turf  I’ve  taken  ve  T  ibort^  tn  -  T  •  r  ^lmshurbt-  Tho  1  know  you  are  not  one  of  ye 

to  meet  Mr.  Nicholson  aOfr  Af  A  t.  T  only ''v0  Da-Vs  «  J*  Field-1  was  surprised 

attends  ye  success  of ,? Cots tY “i. y  FamUy  *  C°L  WeIby  *  best  Wishes 

I  am  wth’  great  regard  httle  h°P<>S  °‘  seeing  thmgs  fixed  to  F™  dcs.re, 

Dr  Sir, 

yr  most  obe.  humb.  serv* 

_  Coniby  Sxbthorp. 


Thomas  Scrope  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

tlE  = r=x  sstassw 

•  u  *  inter'  *  have  also  at  ye  same  time  a  very  expensive  building  in  hand  Thp  Fn  l 

“•g1have  bteen  b*gu?Anow  »  «*-*  forwardness*  had*  I  alt^TL?  W«er  I  my  bu  S 
ran  very  great  risque  of  being  spoilt  by  not  being  finished  last  winter,  w<*  it  might  with  aifcare  have 
been  done  had  I  been  at  home,  &  unless  I  give  very  strict  attendance  this  wUcr  I  fear  nckher 
Manchester^  *7  1  g°  °n  **  ,they  mi8ht-  1  will  nevertheless  ride  backwards  &  forwards  to 

it  Rut  n  T  eU.aK  Y7  mk  d  necessary'  &  1  caiY  with  any  tollerable  convenience  perform 

it.  But  now  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you  what  I  learnt  from  the  Yorkshire  Militia  The  Mai^ 

f  8eV“f  °ffi7rS  °f  Ld  Regt  my  friends  informed,  that  it  had  most, mdoubtedlv come 

Wm  bt  I'^Tam  h'mSelfhthat  h°  “bliged  to  take  not*ce  of  the  returns  Is  .“re  ^ 
or  commanding  Of «  *7!  ffVe  t0  u7erstand  that  gentlemen  absent  with  Leave  of  their  Coll  : 

fi!  fg  °7  T  heiF  OWn  h°meS  °r  within  cal1  or^  anv  emergency  might  be  returned 
p  .  ent  &  fit  toi  duty.  I  press  d  the  Major  to  let  me  know  whether  he  was  certain^his  came  from 

Ta Tariilt  ;  T  me  imig,ht  int,,re1':  depend  °n  itS  being  ,rue-  H«  assured  me  that  thTr  Reg. 
this  to  V„  *T  ?  ers  cert?mly  made  their  returns  in  *U»  manner.  You'll  excuse  my  mentioning 
in  general!"  "**  kn°”  ‘tS  the  P,raotlse  m  these  Regiments  &  conclude  it  the  practise  of  the  army 

*  Lord  Brownlow  Bertie,  afterwards  5th  Duke  of  Ancaster. 
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A  creditable  person,  from  Sleaford  came  to  me  &  represented  the  distress  of  the  family  of  one 
Sharp  in  my  Company  hv  his  absence  from  them  in  so  melancholy  and  deplorable  a  manner,  that 
I  gave  my  consent  provided  Sharp  cou'd  get  a  discharge  from  you,  to  accept  a  son  of  his  (who  by 
all  accounts  is  an  unexceptionable  man)  in  his  place.  My  brother  desires  his  com  :  to  you  &  will 
very  soon  joyn  the  Reg1  as  soon  as  he  has  done  some  private  business  of  his  own,.  I  shall  beg  the 
favour  of  your  answer  to  me  at  Coleby  near  Lincoln,  and  I  am  wh  my  respects  to  the  Corps, 

Dear  Sir 

your  most  obt  Humble  Servant 

Thos.  Scrope. 

Coleby.  Sept.  20,  1760. 


Sir  Johx  Cust  to  Lord  Barrixgtox.  (Draft.) 

Manchester.  August  16,  1760. 

...  .1  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  the  Southern  Battallion  of 
the  Lincolnshire  Militia  is  completely  fit  for  service ....  It  is  intirely  owing  to  the  great  Care  & 
Diligence  of  Captain  C'rosbie  of  the  66th  Regiment  in  instructing  us  in  our  Discipline  that  I  am 
able  to  make  your  Lordship  this  Return.  .  .  . 


CONINGSBY  SlBTHORP,  M.P.,  TO  SlR  JOHN  C’UST. 

Lincoln.  Sep.  24th,  1760. 

.  .  .  .Widow  Pell  of  Lincoln,  whose  son  James  is  in  my  Company  craves  the  favour  of  you  to  dis¬ 
charge  her  son  being  almost  ruined  for  want  of  his  assistance  in  her  trade  of  Woolcombing  :  The 
condition  is  to  pay  for  another  Person  in  his  Room,  I  inlisted  one  last  week  &  sent  him  up  w11  Majr 
Glovers  Serj* — his  name  is  Henry  Ecllin  a  good-like  lad  about  ye  Height  of  Pell  &  I  hear  20  yre  of 
age  ;  in  yr  compliance  to  ys  request  you  will  oblige,  Sr 

Yr  most  humb  :  serv1 

Conbv  SlBTHORP. 

Ensign  Johnson  has  bruised  himself  much  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  so  y1  he  is  not  able  to  Join 
ye  Battalion  as  he  designed — I  spoke  to  Mr.  Gardiners  father  who  told  me  his  son  proposed  to -set  out 
shortly.  I  hope  several  officers  have  Joyn" d  ye  Corps  &  that  you  all  enjoy  health — My  Due  respects 
wait  on  yr  family  &  all  friends. 

I  hope  Edlin  may  be  accepted  instead  of  Pell  &  yl  Pells  Cloathes  &c  may  fit  him  tolerably  well, 
when  I  return  I  propose  to  give  Edlin  money  to  satisfy  him. 


CONTN'GSB  Y  SlBTHORP  TO  SlR  JOHN  CuST. 

Catterick.  Oct.  1st.  1769. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Long  Berrington  came  to  me  on  Monday  last  to  acquaint  me  that  the  town  chose- 
rather  to  pay  you  so  much  money  as  you  cd  procure  a  good  man  than  Balot  for  one,  &  yl  he  w  1 
write  to  you.  I  met  Ld  Scarborough  at  ye  Mayor's  feast  <&  had  some  talk  with  him  about  ye  adver¬ 
tisement  letter  wch  ye  Northern  Corps  has  sent  to  ye  Justices,  he  seems  dissatisfied  wth  the  whole, 
thinks  it  will  throw  ye  whole  County  in  great  confusion,  &  can’t  imagine  who  the  intended  person 
is,  he  thinks  4  or  more  will  set  up,  if  ye  scheme  goes  forward  &  says  he  was  unacquainted  wth  y^ 
Proceedings  of  his  Corps,  &  y*-  was  not  w^  ye  consent  of  ye  whole  :  Hot  work  is  begun  at  Boston, 
as  yet  we  are  silent  at  Lincoln,  &  I  believe  y*  at  present  will  scarce  have  an  Opposition  :  ye  gout 
threatens  me,  morning  &  evening  twinges  reminding  me  :  Mr.  Gardiner  went  on  Monday  &  I  hope 
many  officers  have  joyned  :  my  compts  »s  due  respects  wait  on  yr  family  &  ye  Corps,  &  am 

Sir,  yr  most  obed*  humble  serv* 

CoNBr  SlBTHORP. 

Ld  Monson  is  gone  up  to  sollicit  for  a  Reg1  for  his  Brother,  as  Brereton  is  Dead  &  Draper  proposes- 
to  resign. 

R  R 
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Capt.  W.  E.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

to  haVf- tTOl,bIotl  >'ou  with  th*s  Letter  h cd  pot  a  Man  from  Hather  last  Thursday  came 

beXI  a/  r/Tu Parish,  that  the  two  men  (Hare  &  Fulbeck)  who  serve  for  it'  might 

than  the  Paer  ’has  '  a*  together  were  half  a  guinea  weekly  expence  to  them.  w^>  was  more 

than  the  Parishioners  c  well  support ;  &  that  if  you  w‘«  release  these  men,  they  w<«  be  willing  to  be 

ebutetoTd  hTm ' n,ehi"k  l>r°l,er  f°r  *T  °‘"ers  -  *"-•  ««*»•  I  «»vo  the  U«leL,r  no 

Xlm  !  r  *  CTe  ag"!  1,1  *boUt  *™  ,la>’s’  1  <">«»*  have  the  favour  of  a 

letter  trom  vou,  which  w(l  give  him  a  determinate  answer. 

and  am  D^S?  Ch°lmele>'  *  m-v  mother  "th  ™  in  Comp*  to  yourself,  Lady  Cust,  &  Miss  Ousts 

-Your  most  obedent  hum’,u  servant 

Denton.  October  4th,  1760.  E'  ^  ELBV- 

«helttr-UncalL“art'  ^  °‘  Linc°ll'shir<>  Man- 


Lord  Barrington  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

t  ,  •  TJ  'AT*  *  ■  Uth  0ct-  176^- 

•  . .  .It  is  His  Majesty  s  Pleasure  that  you  cause  the  South  Battalion  of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia 

under  your  Command  at  Manchester  to  march  from  thence  by  such  routes  ancl  in  sucli  Dndsioi" 

withUfb  PQaCeS  1U  the  Count>'  of  Lincoln  as  you  shall  think  proper,  provided  they  do  not  interfere 

There  thenar  To  tT  °l  force*  this  ofhce  with  their  tlisposToT 

iere  thej  are  to  be  Quartered  &  remain  until  farther  orders.  Wherein  the  Civil  Magistrates  and 

*11  others  concerned  are  to  be  assisting  ,n  providing  Quarters.  *  Impressing  Carriages8  and  ThT 

ise  as  there  shall  be  occasion.  Given  at  the  War  office  this  14th  day  of  October  1760. 

By  His  Majesty’s  Command 

Col1  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart,  or  officer  command1*  the  Southu  Battn  Rington. 

of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia  at  Manchester. 


Earl,  of  Scarbrough  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

T  .  Rufford.  Oct.  16.  1760. 

^CortJ^T^Vrn  a  line  t0  acfiaint  y°u  that  we  have  hopes  of  now  soon  returning  to 
Manehif  r  il  shal ,  give  -vou  a  tul1  account,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  vou  at 
that  von  hlCh  1  hope  'v;U1  je  on  Saturday  or  Sunday.  But  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  necessary 

i,  th.  P  ?Tn  aSP??lble  d6Sire  to  be  h^ter’d  in  such  Towns  as  you  think  proper.  Lincoln 
s  the  Place  I  have  fix  d  upon  for  this  purpose  an  application  will  be  necessarv  to  L‘>  Barrington 
I  propose  writing  to  him.  3  ^  * 


Earl  of  Scarbrough  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

.  .  .  .1  should  have  wrote  an  immediate  answer  to  your  letter,  but  was  prevented  bv  a  bad  fitt 
■ot  illness  which  render  d  me  unable  to  write.  Last  Monday  was  the  first  dav  I  was  in' anv  degree 

Tu  ♦  ^  1  t  ien  reC61V  d  formation  from  Chester  of  our  rout  &  at  the  same  time  a  Rumor 

that  part  of  your  men  were  allready  in  Lincoln  &  had  order’d  quarters  for  300  men— this  surpriz'd 
me  beyond  measure  nor  could  I  suspect  you  would  suffer  your  officers  or  who  ever  it  is  that  have  done 
it  to  do  it  in  so  ungenteell  a  manner.  You  must  think  S*  that  neither  I  nor  my  corps  will  submitt 
to  it  I  must  desire  the  favor  of  you  therefore  to  order  your  Battalion  to  take  their  Quarters  in 
,;tamford  &  Grantham  or  otherwise  I  shall  be  put  imder  the  dissagreeable  necessity  of  writing  to 
-Government  to  give  an  absolute  order  for  that  they  allreadv  I  know  expect  &  approVe  of  I  can’t 
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help  observing  it  is  hard  beyond  measure  to  lay  all  difficulties  on  me  :  I  would  no  more  for  my  own 
part  had  I  been  in  the  situation  you  are  in.  have  taken  the  only  remaining  good  Town  in  the  County. 
If  Gentlemen  take  his  Majesty’s  Pay  they  ought  to  submitt  to  inconvenience  &  I  see  no  reason 
why  every  officer  I  have  should  be  put  to  inconvenience  for  the  sake  of  a  few.  If  you  will  recollect 
one  moment  you  must  be  sensible  that  there  is  no  other  Place  in  our  Division  capable  of  containing 
above  two  or  three  companies  with  airy  convenience  <£  they  so  remote  that  I  hail  better  have  had 
my  Regiment  at  Chester  &  I  must  differ  from  you  in  thinking  it  as  well  for  the  men  to  be  divided  &  I 
a  n  sure  from  observation  not  only  of  my  own  but  mv  friends  that  it  will  be  the  entire  ruin  of  the 
Battalion  &  as  long  as  I  am  in.  the  service  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  my  duty  without  regard  even  to 
my  own  convenience  A:  I  am  sure  nobody  can  expect  therefore  that  I  should  give  up  to  theirs.  After 
all  I  have  said  I  can  hardly  think  it  is  by  your  immediate  orders  but  that  it  has  been  done  through 
some  mistake  or  eager  desire  of  some  ( lentlemen  to  get  home. 

You  will  oblige  me  in  returning  an  answer  directed  to  Sandbeck  by  this  day  s  post  in  order  that 
I  may  proceed  accordingly.  I  am  sure  nobody  wishes  to  accomodate  matters  [except]  in  an  amicable 
[wav]  but  I  never  will  give  up  things  I  think  my  right  or  my  duty  recpiires  me  to  insist  upon. 

I  write  in  a  hurry  being  just  setting  out  for  Chester. 


Earl  of  Scarbrough  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

_ Iu  answer  to  the  favor  of  yours  I  must  acquaint  you  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make- 

any  more  concessions,  what  I  have  allreadv  made  are  more  than  I  ought  to  make  &  therefore  the 
only  reason  that  induced  me  to  make  this  is  in  order  to  make  it  appear  I  am  not  willing  to  can\ 
things  to  extremities  &  at  the  same  time  let  those  Gentlemen  who  have  Families  reside  there. 

As  you  have  on  the  behalf  of  your  Battalion  represented  the  inconvenience  it  will  be  to  quit 
Lincoln  I  shall  on  me-  part  represent  how'  hard  it  is  for  us  to  be  deprived  of  it  &  how'  much  for  the 
benefit  of  the  service  to  be  for  my  Battalion  or  at  least  a  great  part  of  it  to  be  quartered  there. 
I  know  as  things  are  now  circumstanced  how  contrary  to  my  interest  it  is  to  insist  what  I  do  but  I 
hope  I  shall  allways  think  it  the  part  of  an  honest  man  to  Prefer  his  Duty  to  his  interest. 

I  must  sav  one  thing  more  which  is  that  I  am  sure  my  Battalion  must  be  ruin  d  if  not  quarter  d 

as  I  desired.  .  . 

I  have  allready  appeal’d  to  the  dissuasionate  men  &  find  they  in  other  Countys  as  well  as  this 

agree  I  ought  to  act  in  the  manner  I  have  done.  I  am  going  in  great  haste  with  La>  Scarbrough 
for  London  &  therefore  cannot  accept  of  Lv  Cust’s  obliging  invitation.  I  shall  order  my  Battalion 
to  Halt  at  Nottingham  till  this  affair  is  decided,  but  desiro  you  will  favour  [me]  with  your  answer 
by  express. 


Capt.  John  Thorold  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Cranwell.  Nov.  1761). 

_ Since  5  Companies  cannot  be  kept  together  at  Lincoln  (the  only  means  of  preserving  what¬ 
ever  knowledge  of  Discipline  may  have  been  acquired)  &  since  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  leave 
me  at  liberty  to  choose  mv  Quarters— I  will  this  day  acquaint  the  Major  with  my  determination 
&  march  out  as  soon  as  possible,  &  give  you  the  earliest  Intelligence  of  it.  . .  .Sleaford  being  the 
nearest  Tovm  to  Cranwell,  I  purpos  upon  that  as  the  most  convenient  place  both  for  myselt  & 
Subalterns.  But  as  I  said,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Grantham,  I  must  desire  \  ou 
would  confirm  your  promise  of  not  leaving  me  under  the  command  of  the  person  Ld  Scarborough 

thought  he  could  prevail  with  to  quit  Lincoln - A  command  which  when  I  entered  into  the  Militia 

I  never  had  the  least  suspicion  of  ever  being  subject  to,  &  which  I  am  afraid,  I  can  never  bring  m\  se  t 
to  submit  to.  .  .  .so  that  if  the  noble  Lord  prevails  I  would  beg  leave  to  remove  Grantham  imme¬ 
diately _ ’Tis  merely  to  oblige  everybody  &  to  preserve  peace  that  I  should  imagine  you  consented 

to  receive  without  an  order  from  Lci  Barrington— an  order  Ld  Scarborough  durst  not  have  insisted 
upon _ A  motive  truly  commendable  &  I  should  be  glad  to  flatter  myself  that  (in  the  same  cir¬ 

cumstances,  where  the  good  of  the  Reg*  was  so  intimately  concern’d)  I  could  have  done  the  same— 
The  sic  volo  sic  jubeo  of  no  Lord  upon  earth  should  have  influenced  me— But  ye  Authority  ot  those 
appointed  bv  Government  to  direct  should  have  made  me  evacuate  Lincoln.  You  will  excuse 
this  I  am  certain  when  I  assure  you  I  mean  not  to  dictate  but  only  express  my  private  sentiments. 
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Edward  Harley,  4th  Earl  of  Oxford,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Thorpe.  Dec.  31.  1760. 

•  ■  •  i  hope  you  will  be  so  Rood  as  to  excuse  the  Liberty  I  take  in  troubling  you  with  this  which 
do  to  ask  a  lavour  of  you  for  my  brother.  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  who  is  a  Merchant  in  the Cdv  of 
London,  and  who,  as  He  is  to  be  concerned  in  C'loathing  some  of  the  Militia  Regiments,  has  desired 

tTemPry  hhn.  .S.name  *°  ^  “  y°U  Sh°Uld  not  be  Previously  engaged,  and  should  think  proper 


Duke  of  Ax  caster  to  Sir  Johx  Gust. 

June  27,  1701. 

''e,t';:Yla>u,re0?V?<1  his  Majest-V's  to  ton®"’  y*  commission  of  ye  officers 

in  }  Militia-  -shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  cause  a  List  of  your  battalion  to  be  sent  me  immediately. 


Lord  Barrixgtox  to  Sir  John  Gust. 

War  Office.  31  Jan.  1761. 

•consent.*  U°  °bjeCti°n  t0  your  comin«  to  Tow“  as  1  suppose  you  have  General  Whitmore’s 
(Col.  Sr  John  Oust,  Bar1  at  Stamford,  Lincolnshire.) 


Capt.  William  Welby  to  Sir  John  C’ust. 

T  ,  Stamford.  Feb.  5,  1761. 

no  nol  i1  hoPevry°UiLady  CuSt  &  ,the  young  Ladies  ha(l  a  safe  &  Peasant  Journey  to  Town,  &  got 
MvCR  -nih  0n  y°n  ay  my  SOn  and  1  J°in’d  the  Corl>s  with  whom  I  shall  continue  about  a  fortnight 
;Jy  pother  informs  me  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sneyd  to  desire  him  to  send  the  receipt  for 
the  14.  paid  tor  the  carriage  ot  the  ammunition  sent  last  to  Manchester  in  order  to  procure  a 
Reimbursement,  the  Bill  with  the  receipt  I  kept  &  though  I  saw  it  not  long  since,  cannot  at  present 

dd’  th!refore  am  atrau  lt.my  receipt  will  not  be  allowed  must  abide  bv  the  loss  for  mv  carelessness 
The  officers  are  very  desirous  of  having  a  Water  Gruel  Room  in  order  to  punish  pettv  offenders 
who  they  tell  me  set  very  light  by  extraordinary  Guards.  I  really  believe  it  would  be  of  service 
as  the  offenders  are  more  afraid  of  confinement  than  extraordinary  duty,  if  you  chuse  to  have  one 
will  endeavour  to  inquire  out  a  proper  place.  My  militia  of  Sr  Martins  ar^  much  obliged  to  you 
tor  the  care  you  take  of  them  ot  which  I  was  inform*1  by  Mr.  Mitchell. 


Colonel  W.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Stamford.  Feb.  17,  1761. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  of  your  two  last  letters  &  particularly  for  the  trouble 
_>ou  have  given  yourse  t  m  writing  to  Mr.  Walker  to  recover  the  Receipt,  I  have  mislaid.  I  spoke 
to  Mr.  Cambrey  to  look  out  a  Water  Gruel  Room  which  I  hope  will  be  of  service:  I  am  sorry 
Mr.  Doves  obstinacy  in  refusing  an  order  for  the  Releif  of  the  Militia  Men  of  S'  Martin’s  and  am 
ready  to  join  m  any  Prosecution  you  are  pleas’d  to  carry  on.  . 

Yesterday  Ld  Exeter  Lady  Betty  Chaplin  &  Lady  George  did  us  the  honour  to  attend  the  Field 
day  &  Lord  Exeter  gave  five  guineas  to  the  men  to  drink.  .  . 


Coningsby  Sibthorp  to  Sir  John  C’ust. 

C’atterick.  11  Feb.  1761. 

Without  flattery  or  compliment  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  yr  Civility  &  as  vou  are  so  kind 
to  represent  the  ease  of  yr  Drummer,  I  shall  readily  accept  of  Coy  1  when  occasion'  re^dres  reton 
im  w  out  t  linking  \our  offer  unreasonable,  therefore  whenever  you  please  to  order  him  here. 
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I  desire  you  will  send  Wm  Glaziers  discharge.  The  sending  our  forces  to  Germany  I  never  approved 
of,  not  only  dreading  the  immense  exspence  but  the  loss  of  thousands  wthout  the  prospect  of  any 

acquisition  to  us.  \r  commands  to  ye  Major  &  Mr.  Wills  I  will  take  care  to  execute . 

All  things  w1'1  respect  to  ye  Elec"'"  go  on  well  &  Catterick  being  not  only  the  best,  but  ye  only 
Pot  house,  you  may  imagine  T  do  not  want  Custome,  &  yl  licens’d  Drunkenness  is  productive  of  much 
noise  confusion,  etc.  etc.  New  Motions  are  practising  but  I  wish  we  were  to  fix  to  same  :  as  2  years 
are  almost  expired.  Wth  respect  to  Mr.  Serope’s  Company  being  sworn  in,  I  desire  to  know  whether 
you  will  permit  any  substitutes  to  take  ye  advantage  of  ve  act,  or  confine  it  only  to.  the  Ballottecl 
men . 


Major  Phillips  Glover  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

Lincoln.  Feb.  18. 

. .  .  .All  the  corps  here  are  well  &  Last  Monday  I  had  a  Field  Day,  exercised  the  4  Companies 
before  Capt.  Benjamin  Broomhead  &  Major  Dashwood,  who  express’d  great  satisfaction,  &  said 
they  never  saw  men  do  better — our  men  begin  to  look  very  shabby  &  want  cloths,  the  North  Battalion 
are  going  to  Vie  very  smart.  I  saw  an  estimate  of  what  is  going  to  be  Laid  out  upon  them,  it 
amounts  to  near  80()£  ;  they  are  to  have  Helmets.  .  .  .pray  are  we  to  be  encamp’d  or  not  ?  & 
where  ? 

To  Sr  John  Cust,  Barnt  in  Great  Marlborough  Street,  London. 


Mr.  Tho.  Walker  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Manchester.  Feb.  19,  1761. 

...  .1  have  not  wrote  since  I  recd  yr  kind  Present  of  a  Couple  of  Silver  Candlesticks  for  which 
I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you,  they  came  very  safe  and  are  much  admired  by  all  that  has  seen  them 
.  .  .  .Mess1^  Benj.  &  Jn°  Bowers  desires  their  compliments,  they  are  informed  that  the  Lincolnshire 
Militia  are  to  be  cloathed  soon — they  are  principley  in  the  hatt  way  and  wou’d  be  extremely  glad 
to  serve  ye  Batalion- — they  tell  me  they  can  do  as  well  for  40  -  pr  Doz  as  you  gave  48,  -  for  the  last 
year — if  you  please  to  make  trial  they  will  send  a  sample  when  &  where  you  please  and  be  oblig’d 
to  deliver  as  good.  I  believe  them  to  be  very  capable  of  serving  you  well  or  shou'd  not  have  wrote. 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  this  freedom  and  if  you  have  any  intention  of  contracting  please  to  give  a 
line  either  to  them  or  me.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  Mastr  Cust  is  in  a  better  state  of  health, 
&  that  Lady  Cust  and  the  rest  of  yr  good  Family  are  well  (whom  we  have  great  reason  to  remember). 


To  Sir  John  Cust  at  Grantham,  Lincolnshire.  By  Ferrybridge. 


Major  Phillips  Glover  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Lincoln.  March  2,  1761. 

. .  ,  .As  to  new  motions  we  have  taught  the  men  none,  only  some  few  Evolutions ;  &  I  can  assure 
you  I  have  talk’d  often  to  Wills  about  it,  &  told  him  it  was  vour  desire  they  shou’cl  act  in  Every 
Particular  as  when  at  Manchester,  under  the  direction  of  C'rossby.  I  have  two  miserable  subalterns 
indeed  &  what  to  do  with  ’em  I  know  not,  I  have  spoke  with  all  the  Civility  imaginable,  &  found 
that  won’t  do,  &  to  Proceed  in  any  other  manner  wou’d  be  disagreeable.  Gardner  is  Drunk  from 
morning  to  night,  &  never  does  any  Duty  at  all,  Johnson  now  and  then  does.  I  have  granted 
Furloughs  to  all  our  men  but  about  40  during  the  Assises  <fc  as  I  thought  you  wou’d  like  to  have 
Orantham  free'd  from  soldiers  have  sent  ’em  to  Sleaford  to  join  Thorold’s  company  &  there  they 
may  have  a  Field  Day.  The  Returns  will  be  settled  Properly,  as  it  is  only  for  a  few  days. 

To  Sir  John  Cust  Bar"1  in  Great  Marlborough  Street,  London. 


•  • 

.  . 


’ 
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Mr.  Tho.  Walker  to  Sir  John  Oust. 

Manchester.  March  23,  1701. 

....I  propose  going  my  Journey  the  Thursday  following.  Leaving  Grantham  the  10th  next 
month  when  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Lady  Oust  &  the  rest  of  yr  Good  family.  I  am 
extremely  glad  to  hear  her  Ladyship  is  so  well  and  that  Master  Oust  is  Quite  recover’d.  As  our  air 
agreed  so  well  with  my  Lady  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  you  all  at  Manchester  again.  .  .  . 


Sir  John  Cust  to  ?  Mr.  C.  Sibthorp.  M.P.  (Draft.) 

March  1761. 

.  .  .  .That  the  Militia  has  occasion’ll  many  disputes  is  too  true.  From  what  cause  thev  have 
arisen  I  can  t  pretend  to  say  except  tor  there  being  something  very  wrong  in  the  composition  of 
that  strange  prodigious  creature  Man.  In  all  publick  affairs  where  5  or  6  or  more  are  concerned  each 
person  is  so  confident  of  his  own  Judgment  &  has  such  a  contempt  for  that  of  his  Neighbours  that 
unless  his  own  opinion  prevails  intirely  in  the  management  of  these  affairs,  he  is  apt  to  think  they 
are  wretchedly  conducted.  I  am  sensible  of  this  Failing  in  myself  &  to  resist  it  laid  down  a  plan 
for  my  own  conduct,  viz.  to  be  determin  d  upon  all  occasions  by  the  general  sense  of  the  Corps. 
This  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  find  very  unsatisfactory.  In  some  instances  I  have  been  oblig'd 
contrary  to  my  Inclinations  to  act  the  Commanding  Officer.  This  has  also  given  Uneasiness  & 
Disgust  I  assure  you  therefore  I  am  as  honestly  sick  of  my  Red  Coat  as  yourself  <£  wish  for  an 
opportunity  of  resigning  my  commission  ;  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  but  sincerely  lament  that  so 
useful  an  Establishment  as  a  National  Militia  is  likely  to  be  ruined  from  Misunderstandings  which 
upon  Examination  will  probably  be  found  to  arise  from  Trifles  light  as  Air.  I  beg  pardon  for  this 
tedious  preface,  which  I  did  not  intend  when  I  sat  down  but  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  subject 
of  your  Letter.  When  I  was  at  Stamford  I  had  several  new  Movements  practised  of  which  (possibly 
for  want  of  explanation)  I  coud  not  see  the  Utility.  The  Major  from  Lincoln  had  more  than  once 
expressed  his  Disapprobation  of  new  experiments.  In  a  letter  I  received  from  thence  about  a  fort¬ 
night  ago  I  was  told  that  on  Ve  Monday  before  the  Firings  by  subdivisions  advancing  &  retreating 
were  quite  different  from  what  used  to  be  practised.  Instead  of  taking  three  steps  the  Men  advanced 
seven  in  the  first  Round  &  15  in  ye  second  &  retreated  by  15  in  ye  first  &  7  in,  ye  2nd  wch  is  call’d 
the  Roman  way.  Everytime  the  men  go  into  ye  Field  something  new  is  proposd.  The  Major 
did  not  attend  but  Mr.  Scrope  was  Commanding  Officer  who  does  not  seem  to  like  these  new  ways 
more  than  the  Major.  What  coud  I  judge  from  this  Information  but  that  Crosbie's  Method  was 
alter  d  or  at  least  if  this  &  some  other  new  additions  &  Improvements  that  they  were  not  agreable 
to  the  general  sense  of  the  officers  at  Lincoln.  No  names  were  mention’d  but  coil’d  I  do  otherwise 
than  apply  to  Mr.  Wills  who’  acted  as  Adjutant  to  know  if  my  Information  was  true  &  if  it  was  to 
insist  upon  a  stop  being  put  to  it.  WTiat  I  saw  created  uneasiness.  Every  Body  acknowledges 
Capt  :  Crosbie  s  abilities  &  does  as  He  ought  pay  due  Deference  to  his  Instructions  but  when  any¬ 
thing  new  is  attempted  each  officer  will  reason  upon  it  &  unless  it  meets  with  general  Approbation 
it  will  necessarily  give  Rise  to  Discontents  &  Misunderstandings  &  this  is  what  I  meant  by  Con¬ 
fusion.  From  the  Tenor  of  your  Letter  particularly  the  latter  part  of  it  I  suspect  my  Conduct 
has  given  you  Disgust.  I  hope  to  spend  a  Day  at  Lincoln  before  I  go  to  Town  &  when  I  see  you 
I  shall  be  oblig  d  to  you  to  tell  me  your  mind  truly  &  explicitly  for  I  shou’d  be  sorry  to  be  con¬ 
sider  d  in  any  other  light  than  as  your  very  sincere  friend  etc. 


Lieut.  E.  Wills  to  Major  Phillips  Glover. 

Lincoln.  March  23rd,  1761. 

...  .1  received  the  honour  of  yours,  and  am  extremely  sorry  that  the  Pains  I  have  taken  wth 
Sr  John  Cust  s  Battalion  at  Lincoln,  instead  of  meriting  the  thanks  of  my  Colonel  shrt  have  occa¬ 
sion  d  me  a  Reprimand  from  him  :  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  appoint  some  other  officer  better 
qualified  than  myself  to  act  as  Adjutant  here  as  I  can  no  longer  think  of  doing  that  duty,  in  wctl 
I  have  hitherto  been  so  unsuecessfull ;  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  I  know  of  no  alteration 
whatever  that  has  been  made  in  any  of  the  motions  of  our  Exercise  since  we  came  to  Lincoln,  except 
in  the  charging  of  the  Bayonet,  w«h  was  bv  your  own  Order,  &  has  since  been  left  off,  in  consequence 
of  another  order  reced  from  you  for  that  purpose  ;  I  have  taken  care  that  the  weekly  states  & 


CORRESPONDENCE.  3U 

future  l>  I^hi'eSeTn  °ff.to'day  but  must  desire  some  other  person  may  do  it  for  the 

instructions  m  writing  for  the  Method  in  Wch  I  may  be  permitted  to drill  S  t!.  >°ur 

r/Tr  bf  h‘t  AbSeUC0  the  Commaud  of  k  may  devolve  upon  me,  w^>  I  wdl  strictlv  adhertT t^’ 
that  I  may  tor  the  future  avoid  giving  offence  by  an  own  Zeal  L  inducting tto 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir 

your  most  obed*  humble  serv. 

Ed  :  Wills,  Lieutenant. 


Major  Phillips  Clover  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

T  Lincoln.  March  2oth.  1761 

that  'ti,;,  ,an!,SOr71t°  flnd  by  *  Mr'  VVills  8hew'<1  me  ;  that  he  received  bv  last  Post  from  v„u 

betWee',1  y°U-  VVhat  1  '«"•  I  mean  as  a  medial 
for  T  will  tdl’  **  ' }  1  tear  SOme  1  uatur  d  person  has  repeated  things  of  Wills  not  true  • 

for  him  the  TWmt  ™e  Say’  ?hat  you  have  not  so  g°od  an  officer  in  yoiu-  Corps,  &  had  it  not  been 
p  t  ,  gl  'vou  d  uot  bave  been  what  it  is.  I  have  almost  always  attended  the  feiltl  davs 

tom^  lmt  CUPbU  7  to.  assure  you>  that  those  days,  we  have  never  alter’d  anv  Part  of  our  Exercise’ 

then  taufbt  '°Sbie  g  U8‘  have  °rder’d  the  4  companies  out  of  other  “days  &  Mr.  Wills  has 
en  taught  era  some  new  movements,  but  not  motions,  Mr.  Wills  talk’d  of  being  of  Grantham 

To  y^tTsLLn  TfaPerSTbded  him  t0  wait  y°"’  when  1  hope  everythin^will 

vnu  tr>1*  satisfaction.  I  iancy  there  are  some  officers  in  the  Batalion  who  I  won’t  now  name  that 

JormW  f°r  Y°n\  7  ’  &  Wh°  arG  by  far  the  Worst’  &  have  done  no  one  thing  for  the  good  of  their 
Will1  vn  S ,Batahou  ,n  General.  What  made  me  mention  the  Exercise  was  because  vou  told 

II1  fong  as  TlZ°  :  V6  ab°Ut  ltj  WhiGh  °rderS  1  can  assure  you  I  obey’d  Punctuallv  ha  : 

the  ZLr  t  T  H°nOUr  t0  S6rVe  UUder  yoU’  1  have  a  good  *>eal  to  sav  to  vou' concerning 

e  Batahon  v  hich  I  can  t  so  well  at  present  mention,  therefore  will  deferr  it  till  we  meet _ 


Major  Phillips  Glover  to  Sir  JoftN  Cost. 

Lincoln.  March  27,  1761. 

. .  •  •l  ean  assure  you  I  have  always  attended  except  two  Field  davs  &  nothing  has  been  done 
there  but  what  was  learnt  at  Manchester.  I  really  don’t  know  anv  one  officer  Proper  to  act  as 

fhe  Bent  l  meai  C?a  f  ,°f  executi*g  the  office  neither  do  I  think  “it  wou’d  be  agreeable  A-  think 

ttb  tb  A  a  '1Sab  e  meth°d  'V°Uld  be  t0  Sewl  the  sergeant-major  over  at  once.  I  con’d 
vush  that  there  was  not  that  misunderstanding  there  at  present  seems  to  be  betwixt  vou  &  Wills 

foe  submttinf  tadV1Se  h°U  t0r  aIk  uu*  him  aS  a  faV°r-  1  think  for  one  ^  your  situation  it  wou’d 
o  h  I1d  mg  to°  ™Uch'  •  •  1  shall  be  sincerely  glad  of  the  Honor  of  your  Company  at  mv  House, 

Web«  l  6lf  TriAyJ?r  y°U’  WheneVer  you  ldea.se  to  fix  for  to  see  a  Field  Dav.  .  .  .You  will 

^nl  scrope  £  mah  Ctl°n’  S°  W°n’t  mentio«  any  more  tha«  that  : it  is  the  opinion  of  every 


C.  Sibthorp,  M.P.,  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Lincoln.  March  28.  1761. 

e  'hi;*  ch°rm  "7  U<  ]t  ?ld'  :  but  became  an  absolute  Hurricane  during  the  first  day  ; 

m.t  o  ^  a  T6,a  laUde<  Sufferd  greatly;  ye  Deck  &  Partitions  were  pulled  down,  v«  Lights 
i  e  T  T  7  t0  flight  &  retired  Close  Quarters  :  in  ye  cause  of  Libert  v  one 
Jt/it  7®  drew  his  Sword  &  flourishing  thro’  y«  spectators  drove  them  on  every  side,  return’d 
h  dra"^  amJdst  y  Com Petdors,  declaring  ye  Battle  was  not  fairly  fought,  was  persuaded  to  put 
p  his  sword  &  for  a  few  minutes  it  was  more  calm— soon  after  another  Hurricane  blew  w<*  put 
all  into  confusion  for  yt  night  next  day  it  blew  hard  but  ye  violence  abated,  &  after  manv  struggles 

ir  Sr  7  Z  re  T  y  Landed  ye  3rd  retired  into  some  Island.  There  appeared  *723  sailors 
”£C°  ,;  86  for  ““ocessfull  Cap-  373  for  ye  unfortunate  Cap”.  One  of  sailors  went  mail 

y  gbt  (1S  now  vfTy  dehrious),  never  was  seen  or  heard  of  such  a  storm  &  I  hope  such  another 

will  never  happen  in  this  place. 
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Major  Phillips  Glover. 

Lincoln.  April  7th,  1761. 

....I  was  favor'd  with  yours,  &  can't  help  now  acquainting  you  of  the  ungenerous  return 
Mr.  Wills  has  made  me,  who  you  know  was  always  his  Friend  &  advocate,  nor  had  I  ever  a  word 
of  Difference  with  him  in  my  Life.  He  came  to  me  about  a  fortnight  ago,  said :  ‘'Major,  you  have 
some  Papers  belonging  to  the  Batalion  orders  from  Ld  Barrington  &  Whitmore  which  I  shou'd  be 
glad  to  see  &  shou'd  be  oblig’d  to  you  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lend  ’em  me.  and  also  a  copy  of  a 
paper,  the  Adjutant  had  for  exercising  the  Regiment  (given  as  I  believe  by  Mr.  Crosby)  " — the 
other  papers  were  what  you  committed  to  my  care,  &  I  woud  not  have  Parted  with  them  upon 
any  account  out  of  my  custody  had  it  not  been  to  oblige  him.  I  this  day  demanded  them  of  him 
&  he  at  first  refused  to  give  ’em  me  again,  till  I  told  him  they  were  committed  to  my  care  by 
the  Colonel  &  swore  by  God  I  would  have  ’em  return’d.  .  :.I  have  this  moment  sent  for  ’em  &  he 
has  sent  them  to  me  by  my  own  servt,  but  still  refuses  to  give  me  the  Paper  of  instructions  for 
exercising  the  Batalion.  I  had  a  Field  day  to-day,  &  Mr.  Wills,  so  far  from  acting  as  Adjutant 
does  all  he  can  to  put  us  into  confusion  ;  I  really  beleive  endeavours  to  make  all  the  Blunders  he 
possibly  can  on  Purpose,  with  a  Bad  Intent.  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  let  the  Adjutant  know, 
I  must  have  another  Coppy  of  this  Paper  which  he  gave  me  at  Manchester.  &  the  sooner  he  sends 
it  the  Better,  with  all  the  words  of  Command  &  Flame  &  Ruffles  Properly  marked. 

I  thought  I  was  the  Last  person  in  the  Regimt  Mr.  Wills  would  have  quarrel’d  with,  as  I  have 
granted  him  every  indulgence  possible,  &  more  than  any  officer  wou’d  in  my  station,  but  I  will 
certainly  now  give  him  to  understand  that  I  have  some  Power  as  Major  nor  will  I  ever  consent  to 
his  overbearing  Temper  or  exerting  power  where  he  has  none.  I  beleive  Mr.  Sibthorp  can  inform 
you  of  his  conduct  (C  behaviour  this  Field  Day,  as  he  seem’d  greatly  astonish’d  at  it — what  you 
ask’d  me  about  the  men  advancing  &  retreating  in  an  unusual  manner  I  find  was  true — -it  was  done 
in  my  absence.  I’ll  take  care  nothing  more  of  that  Sort  shall.  In  short  the  Plain  Truth  !  that 
because  Wills  is  in  a  great  wrath  against  you  he  is  now  to  quarrel  with  every  officer  in  the  Regimt 
&  endeavour  to  make  discord  throughout  the  whole  Battalion  as  this  is  his  disposition.  I  wish 
with  all  my  Heart  we  were  quit  of  Him,  &  can  do  full  well  without  his  assistance.  .  .  . 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Stamford.  April  19,  1761. 

.  .  .  .On  Wednesday  last  the  first  Division  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s  Regiment  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Major  Troughear  march'd  into  Stamford,  as  their  behaviour  was  very  particular  take  the 
liberty  of  acquainting  you  with  it.  The  Quartermaster  never  came  to  me  to  inform  me  of  the  number 
of  men  or  the  time  they  were  to  march  in,  &  in  other  respects  behaved  unbecomingly.  When  the 
first  Division  came  in.  the  Major  did  not  send  for  the  Parole,  nor  give  any  attention  to  the  Detail 
of  Duty,  which  when  inform’d  of  by  the  Adjutant,  answer'd  as  there  was  no  connection  between 
the  Regulars  &  the  Militia,  it  was  a  matter  that  did  not  concern  them,  this  being  very  contrary  to 
the  polite  behaviour  of  Major  Brown,  when  he  march’d  into  Warrington  with  three  troops  of  Sir 
Rob1  Rich’s  Regiment  ;  I  was  advised,  as  this  place,  while  we  are  in  it,  was  to  be  look’d  upon  as  a 
Garrison  to  place  two  Sentrys  at  the  Gate  to  stop  the  next  Division,  which  came  in  on  Frydav  morn¬ 
ing,  till  they  had  sent  to  me  for  leave  to  march  into  the  Town.  When  the  Party  came  up,  which 
was  commanded  by  Cap1  Morris,  they  found  the  Sentrys  &  used  them  ill,  upon  which  I  order’d  the 
Adjutant  to  wait  of  the  Commanding  officer  to  let  him  know  I  should  be  glad  to  speak  with  him  at 
my  Quarters,  on  which  he  came.  I  told  him  the  reason  of  my  placing  Sentrys  at  the  gate  was,  as 
I  thought,  I  had  a  right  to  have  leave  askt  before  he  march  into  the  Town,  which  had  been  a  com¬ 
pliment  paid  me  by  Major  Brown  :  he  answer’d  I  had  no  right  to  stop  the  King’s  Troops  marching 
by  His  Majesty’s  orders — upon  my  intimating  the  respect  due  to  rank,  he  said  they  were  the  King's 
soldiers,  &  the  Militia  the  County  soldiers  upon  which  I  told  him  since  we  were  embodied  &  received 
the  King's  pay,  we  were  to  be  esteem'd  as  much  soldiers  as  the  Regulars  &  askd  him  in  what  manner 
he  had  conducted  himself  towards  the  Militia  of  other  Countys.  He  replied  he  was  Quarter'd 
at  Leeds  at  the  same  time  as  part  of  the  Yorkshire  militia  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Dalston 
were  there,  he  assur'd  me  there  was  not  the  least  connection  between  them,  but  in  all  things  they 
acted  separately.  I  told  him  if  that  was  the  case,  which  I  was  not  apprehensive  of,  I  would  take 
no  farther  notice  of  the  affair.  He  said  in,  that  respect  I  might  do  as  I  pleased,  as  he  was  convinc'd 
he  had  done  nothing  but  what  he  could  justify — there  were  some  other  circumstances  in  their  behaviour 
I  have  omitted,  lest  I  should  be  too  tedious  and  troublesome.  I  should  esteem  myself  happy  if  my 
conduct  meets  with  your  approbation,  if  otherwise  by  the  favour  of  3rour  directions  in  what  manner 
I  must  act  upon  a  like  occasion.  ... 
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Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  Johx  Cost. 

T  .  Denton.  May  4.  17(H. 

bv  the” (’out  eXr:h:gIy  g *d  to.hearo{  your  safe  return  to  Towr>  bllt  am  sorry  you  was  delayed 
y  ,  '  '  .  glves  me  ™uch  satisfaction  you  approved  of  my  conduct  at  Stamford  &  have 

to  wLT  U  ,aU  accoi‘nt  the  affair  as  I  can  recollect,  but  I  am  too  sensible  of  its  ffisufficientcv 
to  wish  it  maj  be  laid  before  the  Secretary  at  War,  as  it  is  a  work  entirely  new,  forms  as  well  as 
proper  terms  may  be  wanting,  m  which  case  if  you  please  to  inform  me  of  mv  mistakes  I  will 
endeavour  to  remedy  them.  Mr.  Key  was  with  me  at  Stamford  when,  yours  came'to  hand  &  seem' 
a  good  deal  elated  with  the  prospect  of  being  Capt.  Lieut.  Lr  Leeson  likewise  was  there  he  desnel 

llZ he  3 f  1Svready  ?  °bli*e  yOU-  Th»  hoRour  you  intend  my  son  claims  mv  best  thanks 
I  hope  he  v.  .11  always  have  a  due  sense  of  the  regard  you  are  pleas'd  to  express  for  him.'  I  am  pleas'd 

nJhT  ^  f<?r<  the  D‘  of  Rlchmond’s  Regiment  marchd  in..  I  returned  here  on  Saturday 

the^n^r16  "  1  y°Ur  I1pUrp°se  staying  a  short  time  &  then  to  return  to  the  Regiment  though 

to  perform6" S  ^  1  ^  faVOUr  with  makes  me  think  we  sha11  not  long  have  that  duty 


Draft  by  Sir  Johx  Cust  for  Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  the  Secretary  at  War  (Mr.  Towxshend). 


Sir, 


May  27,  1761. 


«  ,I  fam  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  ye  23  desiring  me  to  acquaint  you  whether  I  differ  in 

D^l^l1  Civil°P  J°r  TrS  C°mplaint  against  me  for  being  guilty  of  a  flagrant  Breach  of  Military 
r3  m»e  h-  m  presuming  to  stop  on  the  high  Road  a  Division  of  His  Majesty’s  7‘Vl 

Reg1  marching  m  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the  War  Office.  J  ‘  “U  1 

1  shall  think  myself  extremely  unfortunate  if  I  have  given  the  least  occasion  for  anv  Difference 
between  His  -Majesty's  Regular  Forces  A  ye  Militia.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  vo,,  Sir  I  hkve  made  ,t 
mypartwulM  study  to  cultivate  Harmony  &  a  good  understanding  between  ve  2  corps  being  sensible 
how  very  prejudicial  any  Disputes  must  be  to  His  Majesty’s  service.  I  shou’d  not  do 

fh^  ^b1'  °f  the  Ar"iy  if  1  did  not  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  that  they  have  uniformly 

from  tl  T*  gOf°dDlSP0SitiOn  &  that  WG  have  beeR  ^tecl  with  th?  greatest  politeness  TcSv 
,t.he  °m<^rs  of  the  several  Corps  we  have  met  with  till  Major  Troughear  came  into  Stamford 
with  the  1st  Division  of  the  72nd  Regb  Tho  the  Major  did  not  think  proper  L'cqumnt  me  vdth 

doV^  F/6.  ir°u  the  rame  I,rmciPle  of  cultivating  a  good  understanding  I  orderd  the  Comp* 

tnl  etc  ^  glVmg  DireCtl°nS  f°r  the  gUard  ^  turn  out  to  him  with  should 

et  vBUt  !  Maj°r  1Rstead  oi  receiving  these  Compts  as  I  intended  sent  his  Adjutant  to 
t^tbe  r:  ^  °fll  m  merleave  Sir  to  look  UP°R  this  behaviour  as  a  verv  high  Indignity  not  only 

he  woud3  to  ^  C°mmand  bUt  t0  the  Militia  iR  -uce  the  Major  plaffiR  sLw’d 

he  woud  not  do  Is  the  Honour  to  consider  Us  as  part  of  His  Majesty’s  troops,  tho’  the  several  Militia 

Acts  expressly  subject  Ls  to  the  same  Rules,  Articles  &  Regulations  &  intitle  Us  to  the  same  privi 
to  fhSest  IrUmtyS  ’  HiS  MaieSty'S  0ther  F°™*'  &  *'  Ota-  ta  the  Military  It  S3?  SZi 

I  JFtjSZr!  *°  ‘ut  MaJ?r'S  °°mplaint  o£  my  stopping  the  King's  Forces  upon  the  high  Road, 
all  trouble  >ou  with  a  plain  narrative  of  the  Facts  with  my  Reasons  for  my  conduct  which  I 

shall  submit  to  your  Judgment.  I  apprehend  Sir  every  Town  where  Troops  are  quartered  is  to 
be  consider  d  as  a  Garrison  that  the  Commanding  Officer  is  responsible  for  all  Accidents  which 
may  happen  thro  the  Irregularity  of  any  Troops  who  may  be  in  it;  that  manvffi  consequences 
must  ensue  if  two  separate  Corps  under  two  separate  commands  intirelv  independent  of  each  other 
shoud  meet  together.  I  therefore  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  take  care  that  I  shoud  be 
nformd  what  Troops  came  into  the  Town  &  upon  what  occasion.  As  Major  Troughear  did  not 
ink  proper  to  give  me  this  Information  when  he  came  in  on  ye  15th  of  last  month,  I  look’d  upon 
'  aS  my  Rutyt°Place  sentinels  at  the  gates  of  the  Town  to  stop  any  armed  forces  till  I  was  made 

c!~d  "lthL  ton  Arnval;  .  0n  the  17th  of  last  month  I  orderd  a  Corporal  with  4  men  Tho 
Captam  Morris  had  thus  acted  in  my  humble  opinion  contrary  to  the  Duty  of  an  Officer  by  forcing 

T  oi.vbt  *d  uhlCV  had  plaCed  yet  as  1  was  cautious  of  creating  Differences  I  did  not  as  I  believe 
I  ought  to  have  done  put  him  under  Arrest,  I  did  not  even  trouble  you  Sir  with  a  complaint  but 

that  he  l  aU  a°COUnt  withoufc  the  least  Aggravation  to  the  Colonel  (Jr  J.  Cust) 

that  he  must  take  such  steps  as  he  thought  proper. 

feJt  S  wy  TT1  f°r,a  geRtleman  who  has  liv’d  upon  his  Estate  without  making  Arms  his  pro¬ 
fession,  but  who  has  only  taken  them  up  occasionally  to  shew  his  zeal  for  His  Majesty’s  Family 
person  &  government  to  fall  into  Mistakes  &  I  shou’d  be  greatly  oblig’d  to  you  Sir,  if'you  wou’d 
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point  out  to  me  the  particulars  wherein  I  have  err’d  that  T  +•# 

I  should  much  rather  chuse)  I  woud  h<nr  the  f  c  “  .  C  dy  conduct.  Or  Sir  (which 

— -- s 


PEREGRINE  CUST  TO  SlR  JOHN  CUST. 

t  _ _ •  ,,  _  -  London.  June  25  17 hi 

as  you  desir'd  mT.  ffouncfwm  Yt  home  Tat  llavechbee''  thif  morning  with  Mr.  Townsend 

convinc’d  of  my  error  :  for  at  v«  mention  of  Milif.iililf’r  ”  1  r  k  0ugh(  very  luck-'’>  but  I  "as  soon 
found  him  upon  every  occasion  hTflew?mM  ’  b*ul*  that  «ood  natur’d  man  I  have 

absurd  Letter  Lm conXit of Tf*  raCei'"d  a 
Lincolnshire  Militia  upon  this  occasion  wnn’d  i  ts  m  genetal.  but  particularly  of  the 

Militia  in  this  Countrv-  &  tho’  he  hi  S  °«,u*,on  be  8  means  of  putting  an  end  to  v» 

point  of  putting  an  end  to  it  •  &■  that  for  h‘  .  ^  Parliament  as  a  reason  to  obtain  their 

tn  v€  V  1  U  ^eafc  Waut  °f  Judgement  in  you  both,  that  he  had  show’d  both  your  Tetter- 

f  u  t0:  muoch°httbby  :&:rr of  ,he  Regulars  "ch 

I  have  thought  proper  to  state  this  whole  Conversation  of  Mr  T’s  to  vou  hut  T  r.-nni-  + 
to  advrse  you  how  to  act,  *  shall  only  add  if  I  can  be  father  ^  aWe^o ’you  in  ad  ng  a~m 

"',th  PleaSUre'  *-«•  “  P-P-  to  acquiesce  in  ^LTZ 

I  must  likewise  mention  that  Mr.  T.  told  me  he  had  shown  your  &  Mr  Welbv’s  Letters  to  8  off™ 
of  different  Regiments  of  Militia  who  were  severally  of  opinion  you  were  in  the  wrong 


Sir  John  Cust  (to  the  Secretary  at  War).  (Drafts.) 

alarm’d  w,etllast  1  ^  'rl  of  waitin«  UP°^  I  mention’d  to  you  how  much  I  was 

LtX\tt  t  ®°ny®r8aTfcl0n  1  had  Wlth  Mr-  Cox’  Yo“  desir’d  me  to  be  easy  on  that  subject  &  pav 
&  then  k  °nE  t  ,am  SOFry  t0  fiAd  that  Gei*tleman  waa  so  much  in  the  secret  of  this  affair 

L-Itv  I  ^Tn^eatbaS  d*?Xmm  *  ^  If  C°L  Welby  had  bew  «*lty  of  «»me  small  Irregu- 

thl  bJh  n  t  uPeu  f  W°iU  [a  er  haVG  merited  emendation  than  censure  for  considering 
she*^8fnPh  t  T  he  bad  Unless  he  had  aeted  with  a  prudence  &  caution  which  few  woud  have 
U  blS  slUiatl°n.  the  consequences  of  Cap:  Morris’s  Behaviour  woud  have  been  very  fatal 
“  JOU  7dl  exc"se  my  warmth  but  it's  to  no  purpose  to  conceal  ye  Truth;  the  gentlemen 
y  Militia,  at  least  the  officers  of  our  Corps,  will  think  great  partiality  has  been  shown  to  ye  Army 


. 
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upon  this  occasion  &  that  they  cannot  with  Honour  keep  their  Commissions  if  they  are  liable  to  these 
Insults  from  the  Regulars  &  to  be  censured  for  small  Errors  which  too  are  occasion’d  by  the  im¬ 
proper  Behaviour  of  others.  I  sincerely  beg  your  pardon  for  this  Trouble  but  you  have  been  so 
very  (kind)  to  me  whenever  I  have  convers’d  with  you  upon  this  subject  that  I  can't  help  unbosom 
ing  myself  to  you  as  a  Friend  and  beg  you  will  believe  me  to  be  with  greatest  Respect,  Sir 

your  much  obliged  and  faithfull  Humble  Servant, 

•  John  Cust. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  the  Duke  of  Ancaster.  (Draft.) 

...  .As  your  Grace  has  been  so  very  obliging  to  interest  yourself  in  ye  affair  between  ye  officers 
of  ye  72nd  Reg*  &  our  Corps  at  Stamford  &  to  use  your  Endeavour  with  ye  Secretary  at  War  to  see  us 
vindicated  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  to  you  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  Col.  Welby  has  rec(1  from  ye 
War  Office.  When  your  Grace  has  perus’d  it  you  will  I  believe  think  this  affair  has  taken  a  Form 
very  different  from  what  your  Grace  had  reason  to  expect.  Col  :  Welby  has  wrote  to  ye  Secretary 
at  War  to  insist  upon  a  Court  Martial  upon  himself  &  another  upon  Major  Tr  &  C’apt.  Morris.  I  can’t 
help  thinking  him  quite  in  ye  right  for  we  must  look  upon  ourselves  as  very  hardly  treated  to  suffer 
so  great  an  Indignity  from  ye  Regulars  &  so  far  from  having  any  Redress  to  see  Col  :  Welby  thus 
severely  censur’d  for  a  mistake  which  if  it  can  be  call'd  one  is  certainly  very  trifling  &  which  too  is 
occasioned  by  the  Improper  Behaviour  of  others.  It  is  impossible  for  Gentlemen  to  keep  their 
commissions  with  Honour  if  such  usage  is  the  consequence . 


Right  Hon.  Charles  Townshend  to  Lt.  Col.  Welby.  (Copy.) 

War  Office.  12th  June  1761. 

Having  reported  to  His  Majesty  the  complaint  delivered  to  me  by  Sir  John  Cust  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  which  you  and  your  Regiment  have  received  from  Major  Troughear  and  Captain  Morris  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond’s  Regiment  at  Stamford  and  the  several  answers  of  those  two  officers  to 
that  complaint,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  it  is  His  Majesty’s  Determination  that  you  had 
a  right  to  expect  that  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s  Regiment  should  have 
given  you  a  regular  notice  of  his  approach  to  the  town  where  you  commanded  ;  and  that  by  your 
preferring  to  receive  and  pay  those  reciprocal  marks  of  civility  and  respect  which,  in  the  course 
of  service,  usually  pass,  and  are  very  prudently  established  between  two  corps  meeting  in  the  same 
town,  you  have  acted  agreeably  to  your  duty  as  an  officer,  and  to  that  spirit  of  harmony  and  equality 
which  the  law'  has  established  and  which  His  Majesty  is  firmly  resolved  to  maintain  between  the 
Army  and  the  embodied  Militia  when  in  actual  service. 

At  the  same  time,  I  have  His  Majesty’s  orders  to  inform  you  that  by  posting  the  soldiers  of 
your  Regiment  at  the  Gate  of  Stamford  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  Captain  Morris’s  party  into 
that  town,  you  exceeded  the  limit  of  your  duty  and  acted  with  too  little  consideration.  The  irregu¬ 
larity  and  misbehaviour  of  Captain  Morris  in  not  giving  you  the  usual  notice  of  the  approach  of 
his  corps  being  such  a  neglect  of  duty  in  him  as  rather  required  a  complaint  than  called  for  such  a 
method  of  resistance  in  the  case  of  a  Regiment  marching  under  my  order,  and  coming  in  to  an  open 
town  ;  more  especially  as  the  consequences  of  the  measure  you  took  might  have  been  extensive, 
and  very  fatal  to  the  Regiments  concerned. 

I  am,  with  great  personal  regard, 

Sir, 

Ch.  Townshend. 

Lieut  :  Col.  Welby  of  the  South  Battalion 
of  the  Lincolnshire  Militia,  at  Stamford. 


Sir  John  Cust  to  Lord  (Barrington  ?).  (Draft.) 

As  your  Lordship  was  so  obliging  to  interest  yourself  in  the  affair  wdiich  happened  betw'een  the 
Officers  of  the  72nd  Regiment  and  Lincolnshire  Militia,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  your  lord- 
ship  copies  of  two  letters  which  Mr.  Townshend  has  wTote  to  Major  Troughear  and  Lt.  Col.  Welby. 
The  first  is  fully  satisfactory  to  us  and  the  manner  in  which  Major  Troughear  is  made  sensible  of 
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prevern  alvthim  of  "f  ‘b°*>  Motion,  which  he  endeavoure.1  to  get  up  will,  I  hope 

*Zre ZS12 ^Col  WeTh  f°r  T  ,mm-  But  We  are  very  sensibly  affected  ’by  the  severe 
lea“e  short  h t,  1m „ ,  """?  “  ‘he  lat,er  Kart  of  Mr.  Townshend',  letter  to  them  I  will  bee 

TI  SI  t  ,  your  Lordsh'l>  ">«  feet  about  posting  the  CentineK  b 

he  the  next  dav  ^‘l'sln^  through  Stamford  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  Col.  Welbv 

to  stanj  as  Centre  f, 1 ^>”*1  and  4  private  men  to  the  end  of  the  town,  two  of  whom  were 

who  approached  not  taenter  Him  ''C  bayonets  ttu<1  had  direction  to  desire  any  arm'd  men 
had  orders  as^o  ^  ,he,r  <>wn  Commanding  Officer  spoke  to  the  Cent  tael.  The  Corporal 

ToJlt  “b  “SS  Sr™'  Spin* 

run  him  through  y™ndy°  *  16  Lentlnel  thnt  lf  «  had  not  hit  his  cartridge  bag  it  must  have 

of  ^pK'ShCo?’1 w^hv kn  Cann0t  CO'T  be  lo°ked  l'l,on  as  resistin*  by  force  the  entrance 
"blcb  Lo1-  .  e  by  -knew  were  marching  by  the  Secretary  of  War's  orders  but  can  he 

it  extrempl  OIl  7  H  S  &  notlhcatlon  that  troops  were  quartered  in  the  town.  We  therefore  think 

“etonSreTTs  etudf  !  T™  ff‘h<>  D-*«  *  R-hmond's  Regiment  and  the  Mil  ,t 
wlpu  ®  k  ,T  f  1  aUy  Culpable  and  both  fall  under  an  equal  degree  of  censure  If  Col 

~ntotan“h^T„chSa0  re  ^  1  <**«**  have  hope'd  he  wfuld  rather  have  m  r^d 

voSn  he  red  if  he  h»d  “  ^  T,  ,  (°V  COnslderm»  "h°  "  ere  the  aggressors  and  the  high  pro- 
must  have  ensued  Rut  T  UIlcomrl'on  coolness  and  prudence  some  fatal  consequences 

Stf^X^v^Z^taZ^  0l5°uceur  tofV  Armi that  11  may  be 

he  seem,  determined  to  ask  for  a  C*  Mat,  JZhn^f irntt^ 

~Z  Offlecer'Sof°ndUC  bf  'f y  Clrrd'  1  h°>'e  yr  “P  wiU  not , hhik T:“In Lpro  ,er 
arePh«hllhtn°v  ?v!  f  ?°?S  they  cannot  serve  with  satisfaction  to  Themselves  if  they 

Beha"m  o,  otherl  °M“U'  d  *"  when  these  errors  are  occasion*  bl-  wreilg 


Sib  J.  Cust  to  Right  Hon.  Chakles  Townshend.  (Draft.) 

Dear  Sir, 

*  t  am  n^UCh  obbged  to  >r°u  for  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the.  .  .  .and  be<r  leave  to  assure 
hetUJ  tl a,Vr s°rZg  1?  S?Sible  °f  the  Trouble  and  pains  you  have  taken  in  settling  the  dispute 

ou^the  wtoeie°  aff  ^  LinC°lnshire  Militia  and  of  your  Impart iahty  through 

.;11  ,,  ■  ,  ,  ’  no1  d°  1  attribute  to  you  the  Censure  passed  upon  Colonel  Welby  which  I  must 

still  think  much  severer  than  he  deservd.  I  consider  myself  now  as  writing  to  a  Friend  and  no 

°iohoek^reta7  at  ^ar  aiK1i  therefore  1  h°l)e  y°u  wil1  not  be  offended  if  I  tell  you  the  light  in  which 
ook  upon  it,  viz  :  as  a  douceur  to  the  Army  or  a  sort  of  salvo  to  their  Honour  that  thev  may 

represent  it  as  an  affair  wherein  all  the  officers  have  been  equally  in  the  wrong  and  all  equally 
reprimanded  Colonel  Welby  himself  and  the  other  officers  of  our  corps  feel  it  so  sensibly1  that 

Hi  S’  t  Vr  incurring  His  Majesty’s  displeasure  or  being  thought  obstinately  to  resist 
is  Majesty  s  Determination  could  prevent  him  from  insisting  upon  a  Court  Martial.  Could  the 
ir  hav  e  been  examined  by  a  Court  or  Bench  consisting  in  ye  whole  or  in  part  of  Militia  Officer* 
I  am  firiffiy  persuaded  Col.  Welby  would  have  been  able  to  have  vindicated  his  conduct  The 
steps  taken  with  regard  to  Major  Troughear  are  I  assure  you  fully  satisfactory  to  us.  and  we  think 
ample  Justice  has  been  done  us.  I  conclude  a  reprimand  has  or  will  be  sent  to  Capt.  Morris  whose 

TwonlnT  mtrr  respefs  was  fuch  worse  than  the  Major’s.  If  my  request  is  not  improper, 
I  would  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of  what  you  send  to  him. 


Right  Hon.  Charles  Townshend  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Grosvenor  Square.  Ju  :  30th,  1761. 

...  .1  am  obliged  to  you  for  two  letters  which  I  have  received  from  you  since  I  last  wrote  and 
lam  glad  you  are  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  Major  Troughear  has  acknowledged  his  mistake 
(-apt.  Morris  has  since  desired  me  to  profess  the  same  concern  &  the  same  acknowledgment  in  his 
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I  hear  from  several  Persons  that  the  Officers  of  your  Battalion  are  yet  unsatisfied,  which  eives 

ntW  R°  UUeaTe?\trl  W°Uld  gIVe  me  more  if  1  were  not  assured  by  commanding  officers  of  everv 
egimen  of  Militia  that  the  animadversion  is  universally  thought  verv  guarded  gentle 
and  by  none  treated  as  an  undeserved  judgment  much  less  as  an  equal  censure.  * 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Gust. 

London.  July  17.  1761. 

I  have  receiv’d  your  favour  of  the  4th  Inst  :  &  shall  be  very  glad  if  it  lies  in  my  power  to  serve 
Morns,  but  I  fear  it  will  not,  as  I  know  of  no  way  of-  Life  I  can  put  him  into  if  he  miscarries  in  his 
present  prospect.  I  shall  wait  on  Mr.  C.  Townsend  on  Fryday  morning  wch  is  ye  soonest  I  can  go 
but  it  is  most  likely  I  shall  do  no  good  as  I  take  for  granted  you  have  in  your  Letter  to  him  stated 
a  y  arguments  you  mention  to  me.  I  will  however  do  my  best,  &  at  ye  same  time  I  will  return 
him  your  thanks  tor  the  trouble  you  have  given  him.  I  will  inquire  whether  Morris  can  be  sent 
to  y  L.  Indies  &  if  I  hear  he  can  in  ye  capacity  of  an  officer  I  will  acquaint' yon.  - 

I  am  not  fix’d  as  to  coming  into  Lincolnshire  &  I  believe  I  shant  be  able  to  come  now  till  October 
at  wcn  time  you  will  be  return’d. 

A  Grand  Council  is  to  be  held  to-morrow— most  of  the. Privy  Counsellors  being  summon'd  when 

V  “  said  hls  Majesty  will  declare  Ins  Intention  of  marrying.  The  affair  of  Peace  goes  on  slowlv 

,  anc;5’  7  W1  1  be  Xraas  before  it  is  concluded.  Something  has  happened  to-day  but  I  cant  learn 

7  atu  7  i  haS  ci‘eated  a  reP°rt  that  things  dont  go  on  smoothly;  The  Stocks  have  fell  1  pr  cent 
&  will  be  lower  I  fancy  tomorrow.  L 

Pray  tell  Miss  Lucy  I  have  receiv’d  her  Letter  :  and  my  Mother  that  I  am  oblig’d  to  her  for  the 

venison  w  is  come  safe  &  is  very  fresh  :  the  Letter  w**  was  inclos’d  in  Miss  Lucy's  for  Dick  is  sent 
to  Oxford  by  tonight's  Post. 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Stamford.  June  1761. 

....The  Mayor  calld  of  me  on  Sunday  morning  &  told  me  he  was  from  home,  when  vou  did 
him  the  honour  of  calling,  but  still  insists  on  having  two  of  the  Companvs  removed.  I  am  verv 
sorry  for  it  as  the  Quarters  are  so  convenient  &  healthy.  The  officers  who  had  the  Command  of 
the  Party  which  came  in  a  Satturday  behavd  with  great  civilitv  during  their  stav  &  march  out  of 
town  at  four  o’clock  this  Morning.  I  am  just  inform'd  Lord  Charles  Manners’  Regiment  has 
received  orders  to  change  their  Rout  &  to  march  directly  to  Hilsey  Barracks,  by  Leicester  &  Xotting- 
hr;  1  have  luckily  found  the  Copy  of  the  examination  the  Corporal  of  Guard  made  before  vou, 
w  ic  I  herewith  enclose.  I  am  sorry  it  was  not  to  be  ready  when  you  enquir’d  for  it.  .  .  .1  received 
a  Letter  from  Mr.  Mann  to  inform  me  he  had  sent  the  clothing  by  Trumans  waggon  which  will  not 
be  m  here  till  Wednesday. 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Stamford.  June  4,  1761. 

- It  was  a  pleasure  to  me  to  hear  you  return’d  safe  to  Town,  &  that  vou  have  so  favourable 

an  opinion  of  my  conduct  in  the  late  affair.  I  received  the  Soldiers  Clothes  earlv  vesterday  morning— 
the  cloth  is  thought  by  most  of  us  pretty  good  &  hope  it  will  wear  well.  According  to  the  Invoice 
there  is  one  coat  &  two  pair  of  Breeches  wanting.  The  Hatts  are  generally  judged  to  be  worse  than 
those  the  men  had  when  they  were  first  embodied,  I  did  not  order  thern  to  be  deliver’d  out,  as  I 
imagin’d  when  you  saw  them,  you  might  chuse  to  return  them. 

I  this  morning  spoke  to  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Shurray,  &  Mr.  Stamford,  <fc  have  been  so  fortunate  as 
to  prevail  on  them  to  consent  to  the  continuance  of  four  companies,  on  condition  the  commanding 
officer  permits  near  another  to  be  absent  with  Leave  between  the  Field  Days— if  this  proposal  is 
agreable  to  you  I  believe  it  will  be  to  the  Corps  who  join  in  Compts.  ...Iam  glad  my  son  has  got  you 
an  ensign. 
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Sir  Thomas  Whichcote  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


,  .  Harpswell.  June  25,  1761. 

...  .1  rec  the  Honor  of  yours  &  will  at  your  desire  write  tomorrow  to  the  Secret  •  of  War  &■ 

Man°iUa  T " ®  ^  ^  &  Wish  *  ma>'  be  any  service  to  him,  for  i  think  this 

yours^  wrn  rreTrere  ?r'm  ihan,  al'y  Body  IVe  ever  heard  °f.  •>««  if  you  cannot  prevail  by 
yourself  with  Mr.  Townsend,  I  m  affraid  that  I  can  say  will  have  very  little  weight,  however  as  vou 

recommend  it  I  am  ready  &  will*  to  try  for  the  poor  man,  then  valeat  quantum  potuit.  ... 


Right  Hon.  Charles  Townshend  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

War  Office.  30  June  1761. 

tunitv  nf  h°n0red  YithTy°Ur  Letter  °f  the  27  Insta^-  1  shall  always  be  glad  of  anv  oppor- 
Morris  as  a  Sten^t  WlU  be  UniversaiI>'  obJected  to,  if  I  should  accept  Thomas 

Z SSLS  my’  mg  him  to  have  been  a  Liwry  servant’ and  as  such  ■“* 


Right  Hon.  Charles  Townshend  to  Sir  John  Cust. 


War  Office.  7th  July  1761. 

_  ,  re  can  be  no  °bi«yi°n  t°  your  having  leave  of  absence  from  your  Corps  on  your  private 

T  .m  euT  aS  you’  'vho  ?ave  *he  8°od  of  the  service  so  much  at  heart,  shall  think  necessary. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  truth  and  regard,  y 

Sir,  your  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant 

Sir  John  Cust  at  Stamford.  Townshend- 


P.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Stamford.  July  10th,  1761. 

at  Grantbam  shou’d  have  been  glad  to  have  paid  my  Respects  to  you,  to  Acquaint 
you  that  there  are  no  Buttons  for  the  Waistcoats  are  come  nor  the  Hatts,  and  that  I  have  sent 
above  half  the  men  on  Furloughs,  so  that  I  really  think  neither  yourself  S'  nor  L»  Col.  Welby  has 
any  occasion  to  trouble  yourselves  to  come  over  to  Stamford  next  week. 

I  have  sent  a  Recruit  in  Person  of  John  Peat,  one  in  my  Company,  to  be  sworn,  if  vou  will  be 
so  good  as  to  do  it,  &  have  also  sent  a  Discharge  for  Peat  to  be  sign’d  if  you  please. . Shou’d  be 
obliged  to  you  S'  to  give  leave  for  my  being  absent  for  4  or  5  days  this  next  week,  hope  you’ll 
let  me  know  by  the  return  of  the  Recruit  whom  I  have  order’d  to  be  at  Stamford  tomorrow  in  doing 
of  wcn  you’ll  very  much  oblige,  Sr  & 

Yr  most  obliged  Humble 
servt 

P.  Welby. 


Peregrine  Cust  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

London.  July  21,  1761. 

- 1  call’d  yesterday  on  Mr.  Townsend  who  told  me  that  Morris  cou’d  not  be  serv’d  owing  to 

his  own  ill-behaviour  for  that  C'apt.  Nightingale  had  been  to  complain  of  him  :  this  prevented  me 
from  making  those  inquirys  w<*  I  shou’d  have  otherwise  done.  I  learnt  however  from  him  that 
it  was  probable  the  King’s  consent  might  have  been  procur’d  &  that  Capt.  Nightingale  before  this 
,  behaviour  was  very  much  his  friend— how  far  either  of  these  are  true  must  be  left  to  your  own 
Judgment.  You  wou’d  see  by  yesterdays  papers  that  Pondicherry  is  taken,  today  there  is  nothing 
new. 

To  Sir  John  Cust,  Bart.,  at  Hertford. 


. 
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Sm  John  Cost  to  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Townshend.  (Draft.) 

- 1  am  extremely  oblig'd  to  vm.  fr.-  t  ,  .  Julv  17,ih 

panying  your  order  for  the  March  of  the  So^h  filtt  dV  yT5  P'1^  .Le“"  °.f  the  8th  Inst  :  ac com¬ 
ad  j  ace  nt.  If  we  cou'd  have  been  em.  llr  e  .  •  *  U  ot  Linc°lnshire  Militia  to  Hertford  places 
have  been  permitted  to  remain  but  t“  T  l'\  °"T  P"’ient  Quarters  1  «">  Persuaded  we  .shoud 
ahou-d  have  been  glad  no.  to  I"  te  mov^  a tTh"  t  T  1  “T  *?*  **>“*'*  "“*>«“  *  .ho  I 
Distress  for  want  of  Hands  vet  I  bee  leave  '  f°r  tho  ”ake  of  tl,e  Country  which  is  in  great 

ness  to  any  place  where  the  .mhlitt  assure  you  .Sir  we  shall  march  with  the  utmost  cheeriul. 

or  dilatory  i‘  ”tT  ^  ba  «»<•*>•«  ^ 

as  I  acquainted  you  in  my  last  theVm.ntr/  g  &  not  beSiri^inS  our  march  till  Monday  but 

Harvest  that  I  coud  no7heh> co^n^ZTZ  f°r  the  Men  to  assist  them  in'their 

immediately  recalled  their  Furious!  ■  a  \  '  ?eU  Re9uest  &  givm£  half  leave  to  be  absent.  I 

is  become  necessary  I  »Zl  Z ^  °f  ^  t0  da>''  ‘hi.  March 

Regiment.  USe  of  the  leave  y°u  gave  me  to  absent  myself  from  the 


rtiGHT  Hon.  Charles  Townshend  to  Sir  John  Cost. 

Time"  wherThe^as  ^o'good  a*  reasor^to  —  ^Hh  H ‘/com  "anvm  a 

Him  from  me  for  the  satisfaction  of  HtZd  kt  tilZM  7?.^  1  ^  *VOU  wil1  a— 
improper,  he  shall  have  the  earliest  information  fro  y  tlJingushould  occur  to  make  his  absence 
return  we  can  make  to  the  universal  ^  Proper  indulgences  are  the  least- 

of  embodied  Militia  have  carried  into  executio^ffisT^1  dl?patcd  wit.h  which  a]1  the  Regiments 
I  am  with  great  personal  Regard,  Dr  Sr  *  ^  JeS  ^  *  °rders  tor  tlleir  several  Marches. 

Yr  most  obed*  &  most  Humble  serv* 

Sir  John  Cust,  Bar4,  Hertford.  C*  t°wnshend. 


OIR  HVERARD  BUCKWORTH  TO  SlR  JOHN  CuST. 

seven’ ght^otTT^esdaypropose'seHing  forward  1  ^7  ]  “my  affataon  M^dav 

*  untill  that  Time-^^^mr^rZ^^^^  ^  T°'™  «  ™ 


Samuel  Forster  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

(Letters  about  purchase  of  a  cornetcy  for  Mr.  William  Gregory.) 


llT.  n  i,  ,  Grantham.  3d  October  1761 

oTyot™eSl£i;-^  “ ^ou  had^otle™  we7  I  ££  £££  ££ 


Right  Hon.  Charles  Townshend  to  Sir  John  Cust. 
tv,  ...  „  War  Oftice.  13th  October  1761. 

1m^i!£t:^zz:zz  firs, rr .vt 

™rT??h  ST  1  ^  th*  P‘eaSUre  °f  kao“"'nS’  «““■  »y  an  ^of  K^Zesslo  W, n  i  ,hLd 
manifest  the  respect  and  personal  regard  I  have  for  you.  I  am  with  the  greatest  truth,  Dear Sir. 

Your  most  obedient  anil 

most  humble  servant 

C.  Townshend. 
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Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  Nov.  21,  1701. 

. . .  .It  gives  me  pleasure  to  think  I  am  still  under  your  Command  &  am  oblig’d  to  you  for  vour 
permission  to  come  up  to  Town  for  a  few  days.  I  the  more  eagerly  embrace  the  occasion,  as  it 
will  gi\e  me  the  satisfaction  of  personally  paying  my  compliments  to  you,  Sr  on  the  late  happy 

I  am  not  sorry  our  Senior  Captain  of  the  Flanks,  has  thought  proper  to  resign,  if  his  Lieutenant 
was  to  follow  his  example,  I  believe  it  would  be  no  inconvenience  to  the  Corps.  C’apt.  Thorold 
will  undoubtedly  make  an  excellent  Major,  if  C'apt.  Sibthorp  declines  it,  I  hope  the  Duke  of  Ancaster 
will  not  hesitate  about  giving  him  the  command  it  will  be  indeed  some  satisfaction  to  me  as  I  am 
to  be  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  serving  under  you.  to  have  a  gentleman  of  his  good  sense  &  abilities 
ior  a  Field  officer.  Tom  Scrope's  misfortune  I  lament,  but  it  is  what  I  expected.  I  hope  our  friend 
Sibthorp  will  now  have  no  Trouble _ 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  Jan.  19,  1702. 

...  .1  hope  this  will  find  you  safe  return’d  from  Bath  &  that  you  recev’d  benefit  by  the  Waters. 
I  am  ashamed  to  take  up  any  part  of  your  time,  which  is  so  much  devoted  to  the  Publieks  service, 
but  could  not  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of  inquiring  after  your  health. 

There  has  been  several  alterations  in  the  Battalion,  since  you,  Sr,  resigned.  I  press1*  my  son 
to  take  your  Company,  but  could  not  prevail  on  him  &  upon  his  refusal  Major  Thorold  desir’d  to 
have  it.  Capt.  Key  has  that  which  was  Major  Thorolds,  Capt.  Scrope  that  which  was  Neviles,  & 
Capt.  Gregory  that  which  was  Capt.  Boltons,  who  has  very  lately  resign'd.  We  have  now  only 
two  Ensigns  (viz.)  the  Surgeon  &  Adjutant. 

Lieut. -Col.  Glovers  hasty  temper,  &  inconsiderate  conduct  has  drawn  him  into  an  unhappy 
dispute  with  Capt.  Gardiner  of  the  Royal  Musqueteers  about  a  Deserter.  The  Capt,  has  applied 
for  a  Court  Martial  on  Col.  Glover  for  behaving  to  him  on  his  Majesty’s  recruiting  service  at  Lincoln 
in  a  manner  unbecoming  an  officer  &  a  Gentleman.  In  the  course  of  the  dispute  Col.  Glover  men¬ 
tion’d  in  one  of  his  letters  Major  Troughear  with  some  disrespect,  which  Capt.  Gardiner  making  the 
Major  acquainted  with,  he  commission’d  him  to  say,  what  the  Lieut,  Col.  had  wrote  of  him  was  a  Lve. 
Sir  Francis  Dasliwood  who  is  in  London  has  been  acquainted  with  the  whole  affair  &  has  promised 
Glover  to  be  his  friend.  .  .  . 

Since  I  wrote  have  received  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  immediately  to  summon  a  Court 
Martial  to  inquire  into  Capt,  Gardiners  charge  against  Lt,  Col.  Glover _ 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Stamford.  Mar.  1,  1762. 

. .  .  .The  Court  Martial  on  Lt.  Col.  Glover  is  fixed  for  the  9th  of  this  month  &  Mr.  Gould  will 
attend  Lord  Mandeville  as  Judge  Advocate.  .  .  .1  confess  I  have  had  some  trouble  on  acc1  of  Glover’s 
indiscreet  conduct,  but  trifling  to  the  daily  fatigue  you  undergo  which  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
hear  you  bear  so  well,  may  your  health  be  long  preserved.  I  congratulate  you  on  your  removal 
into  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  Mar.  18,  1762. 

- 1  had  not  the  favour  of  your  most  obliging  Letter  before  Thursday  last  at  Lincoln,  where 

I  was  order’d  by  the  Secretary  at  War  &  should  have  continued  there  till  the  Court  Martial  was 
over,  but  Lt.  Col.  Glover  consenting  to  be  put  under  an  arrest  he  is  during  the  continuance  of  it 
deprived  of  all  Command.  I  thought  I  might  retire  here  for  a  day  or  two,  especially  as  the  Troops 
were  not  to  return  to  Lincoln  (from  where  they  had  been  removed  on  acc*  of  the  Assizes)  till  Sunday 
night. 


' 
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Lt.  Col.  Phillips  Glover  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Lincoln.  December  8,  17(>2. 

,h.  pi' '  .  am  ,SOTy  yOU  ;l0n  t  remember  our  Bet  about  Quebec.  It  was  made  one  day  when  I  had 
ptrfectlv  well  w,thyou  Mr'  Xe''il(,s>  *  Mr.  Nevile  &  all  the  Gentlemen  there  remember  it 

Z^elUndebte,f  „ymea  ,°"'  e  r°n  8,1  of  «■*  sort  1  »<*•  tor  granted  you  acknowledge 

new.,  is  agreable  of  that  oortT™*'  ^  *°  y°U  ,0r  yoMr  Parliam<®tary  intelligence,  any 

Oiu-  Regim1  march  into  Lincoln  tomorrow  &  imagine  will  be  Broke  by  the  27th  inst : 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

t  ,  ,  .,  ,  .  Dec.  20,  1702. 

*  ’  md  the  faV°Ur  your  Letter  informing  me  of  the  great  Honour  the  House  of  Commons 
g  atef  1  “ack  "  T, the  M'btia  by  the  Resolution  of  the  ninth  of  this  month,  which  claims  thT  most 
Battahon^ ^  TheThT’ atff ,  1  'mmedia‘<>ly  communicated  the  Resolution  to  the  officers  of  the 
St  1  t he  rwT  T  n  '  6  I*°““  m  resPect  to  the  Militia  »  in  on®  particularly  due  to  yourself 

bout  !  1,°  u  iT'l  Wh°  assis,e<1  m  compiling  the  Militia  Bill  by  which  we  owe  our  existence  I 
hope  as  the  Militia  has  been  allowd  of  use,  it  will  always  (be)  duly  supported. .  .  . 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  Jan.  25,  1763. 

....  return  you  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  friendly  admonition  you  have  been  please  t 

in  thlma  ^  h'  1  T*  that  ^  W&S  my  °rinion  a  Letter  of  Form  to  the  Speaker  somethin  - 

the  Ho7sp  7 P°U  are  P  I®8?' 7°  rec°mmend’  was  but  a  proper  acknowledgment  for  the  great  honour 
Commons  had  done  the  Militia,  but  being  unwilling  to  relv  on  mv  own  Judgement 
consulted  some  Friends,  who  seemed  to  think  it  was  not  expected.  I  have  this  Post  wrote^to  vou 
in  answer  to  that  in  which  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  the  Vote  of  the  House,  if  vou  find  it  is  a n 
improper  .etter  either  by  the  address  or  style  shall  be  ready  to  rectify  it.  .  .  .1  ani  very  glad  it  is 
your  opinion  that  the  Militia  will  be  continued,  &  that  the  standing  army  will  not  be  scf  large  as 

J  „le U  fR7g7  1  Khau  be  gIad  t0  COngratulate  y°u  °n  the  conclusion  of  the  Peace  which 

I  hope  will  be  satisfactory  both  to  the  King  and  People. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  you  had  the  gout. .  .  . 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  Mar.  14,  1763. 

Militia thTth”6  uIeaSUre.  *JU>  Parliament  continues  to  entertain  favourable  sentiment,  of  the 
House  lfari  tT  !  V°ted  Pay  to  the  subaltern  officer,  at  the  Annual  Exercise.  I  wish  the 
fhi  .L  -  ?  ?  lato  cons,deration  an  allowance  for  small  mounting  without  which  I  cannot 

nrobYl  P°SSlble  ,to  ke«P  ‘he  men  out  28  days  together,  many  may  not  have  above  one  Shirt,  * 

we^as  fheo.r  l°,b  h  n  u”  ab°Ut  ,heir  Heels'  As  1  would  P™P°se  the  small  mounting  as 
well  as  the  other  clothes  should  be  returned  to  the  officers,  when  the  time  of  exercise  is  over  &  not 

mtnt  would  no!  h“a  ma“  t,n.he  had  SerV,e,d  hi“  three  Years-  1  ima«ine  ‘he  «*Pance  to  the  Govern- 
r 'J°U  d  P”1  be  vf-v  «[ea‘'  as  “  would  be  called  for  but  once  in  three  years.  I  hope  you  will 

the  Mihti^ mlin'  d  m  1  ‘ake  in  °ffering  my  °pinion  on  ‘his  subject,  being  desirous 

tato^onte.  pt  “  °  aPPeatance  without  which  I  am  too  apprehensive  of  their  falling 


Lt.  Col.  Welby’  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  Apr.  27,  1765. 

Rat^linMyST  fiand  the  Cor?SfW°7d  haVe  been  very  haIW  t0  have  had  Mr.  Cust  a  captain  in  the 
pe  Zeal  f°r.the  service  wiU  excuse  my  too  precipitately  making  the  offer.  <t 
ould  by  no  means  ask  what  might  prove  an  inconvenience  to  his  future  avocations.  . 
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most  sincerely  congratulate  you,  Sr,  on  His  Majesty’s  happy  recovery.  Its  a  fresh  instance  of 
is  aternal  care  of  His  People  to  recommend  a  Regency,  in  case  He  should  leave  the  Prince  of 
Wales  a  minor,  so  gracious  an  Act,  I  am  surprized  any  member  should  oppose. 

hen  the  Dep.  Lts.  fixed  on  the  first  of  May  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  South  Battalion  at  Stamford 
ey  imagin  d  the  Militia  Pay  bill  would  have  received  the  Koval  assent  before  that  time  •  but  as 
it  has  not  should  have  been  greatly  embarrassed  for  want  of  Pay,  the  Corps  would  esteem  it  a  par¬ 
ticular  honour  if  you,  Sr,  would  be  pleased  to  do  us  the  favour  of  applying  to  the  Treasury  to  get 
an  order  from  them  upon  the  Receiver  of  the  Land  Tax,  &  to  the  Battalion  Clerk  to  pay  us  as  usual, 
received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Parker  to  inform  me  the  Pay  act  was  not  pass'd,  &  intended  to  have 
eg  the  favour  of  your  advice  on  this  dilemma,  if  you  had  not  prevented  me  by  your  generous 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Stamford.  May  5,  1765. 

I  had  the  honour  of  your  most  obliging  Letter  &  beg  leave  to  return  mine  &  the  Corps  thanks 
for  procuring  an  order  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Receiver  General  to  advance  the  Militia  Pay,  which 
:Ir.  Grundy  brought  us  on  Saturday  last.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Corps  joins  in  Complmets 


Lt.  Col.  Welby  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  April  26,  1766. 

- The  South  Battalion  by  order  of  the  Deputy  Lieuts.  being  to  meet  at  Stamford  the  first 

of  May,  I  desired  Mr.  Parker  to  give  Mr.  Grundy  notice  of  it  that  he  might  be  ready  with  the  pay 
for  the  officers  &  men.  He  accordingly  spoke  to  Mr.  Grundy  last  Friday,  whose  answer  was  he 
did  not  think  there  was  a  perfect  authority  to  pay  the  Militia,  as  the  Act  was  not  pass’d,  nor  any 
order  issued  for  that  purpose.  He  further  says  he  is  ready  to  pay  on  the  shortest  notice,  in  case 
proper  indemnity  is  given  him.  The  Serjts  &  Drums  are  also  in  want  of  pay,  which  they  have  not 
received  since  the  25th  of  last  month. 

I  hope  Sr  you  will  excuse  my  intruding  on  vour  time  at  this  busy  season,  but  as  you  was  so  oblig¬ 
ing  last  year  by  your  Interest  to  remove  the  inconvenience,  I  flatter  myself  from  the  regard  you 
have  always  shewn  to  the  Militia  &  the  friendship  you  honour'd  the  Corps  with  you  will  favour  us 
with  your  assistance  in  our  present  streights. 


Lt.  Col.  Welby'  to  Sir  John  Cust. 

Denton.  May  4th,  1766. 

...  .1  had  the  honour  of  your  most  obliging  Letter  &  beg  you  will  accept  of  my  thanks  for  the 
kind  assistance  you  have  been  pleascl  to  give  the  Corps,  without  which  we  should  have  been  under 
the  greatest  difficulty.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  hear  the  House  of  Commons  think  so  favourably 
of  the  Militia  but  fear  it  will  not  long  subsist  for  want  of  proper  spirit  among  the  gentlemen.  There 
has  lately  been  several  resignations  &  I  shortly  expect  more.  I  hope  the  delincpient  Counties  will 
be  made  to  pay  the  sum  imposed  upon  them  or  raise  their  militia.  As  long  as  I  am  able  to  serve 
I  shall  think  nothing  a  trouble  the  Act  enforces. 


* 


$art  II. 
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CUSl’  OF  STAMFORD  AND  BELTON. 


birDS"lri1  S" r  2"J  ”  "““.T-ta,  diiu.  of  Sip  William  B 

heir  "r  . . >">«»■ 


Brownlow,  Bart.,  of  Belton,  sister 

_ ,  _ _  „ied  Julv  '>aM.  i-V..  “u“  V:,  "I'V"  ,J,u'vnIo'v»  discount  Tvrconnel,  born 

buried  at  St.  George’s,  Stamford  ’  ’  ’  j  e^mber44  Iw'* 4:  married  in  1717  ;  died  December  2{Uh. 

°  ’  Iora-  i/ /9,  aged  80;  buried  at  St.  George’s,  Stamford. 


Sir  John  Oust,  3rd  Bart.,: 
born  in  London  August 
1 2tli,  1718;  baptized  at  St. 
Martin's-in -the- Fields  Sep¬ 
tember  loth,  1718;  M.P. 
Gramham  1742 — 1770; 
Speaker  of  the  House  of 
•Commons  1701 — 1770; 

P -C. ;  died  January  24th, 
1770  ;  buried  at  Belton. 


rEthelred,  dau.  and  coheir 
of  Thomas  Payne  of 
Hough  by  Elizabeth,  dau. 
of  Martin  Eolkes  of 
Hillington ;  born  1720; 
married  at  Cressy  Hall 
December  8th,  1743  ; 
died  January  27th,  1775  • 
buried  at  Belton. 


William  Cust,  bap¬ 
tized  at  St.  Paul’s, 
Covent  Garden, 
December  15th, 
1720;  Capt.  Il.N. ; 
killed  in  action  at 
Port  Louis  March 
8th,  1747-8;  monu¬ 
ment  in  Grantham 
Church. 


I 


Francis  Cust,  baptized  at  Lea>iu  -ham 
March  18th,  1721-2  ;  M.A.,  K  C  .'Lin¬ 
coln’s  Inn;  Recorder  of  Grantham  1753 
and  Boston  1760  ;  Counsel  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Cambridge ;  assumed  name 
of  Cockayne  Cust  on  succeeding  to  the 
property  of  Cockayne  Hatlev  1772; 
died  unmarried  December  1st.  17yf- 
buried  at  St.  George’s,  Stamford. 


J ocosa,  dau.  and  co-= 
beir  of  Sir  Thomas 
Drury  of  Over- 
■tftone,  Bart.  ;  mar¬ 
ried  October  16th, 
1770;  died  February 
11th,  1772 ;  buried 
sit  Belton.  1st  wife. 


Ethelred  Anne  Cust, 
•died  December  7th, 
1788,  aged  17. 


Sir  Brmvnlowe  Cust.-pFrances,  dau.  and 
1th  Bart.,  born  in  |  heir  of  Sir  Henry 
Norfolk  Street,  j  Bankes,  Knt.,  of 
Strand,  December  Wimbledon,  born 
oth,  1744;  M.P. ;  ere-  j  August 6th,  1756; 
ated  Baron  Brown-  j  married  August 
mvv  1776;  died  Dec.  |  31st.  1775;  died 
25th,  1807;  buried  April  13th,  1847; 
at  Belton.  buried  at  Belton. 

2nd  wife. 


Richard  Cust, 
born  at  Han- 
by  September 
and  died 
October 
1747  ;  buried 
at  Grantham. 


Anne, -p  Jacob 
born  in  |  Rey- 


Norfolk  ;  nard- 
Street ;  son  of 
married  Holy- 
1777.  well. 

I 

4 

See  Pedigree  SI. 


Elizabeth, ^Philip 
Yorke 
of  Erf- 


born  in 
Norfolk 
Street ; 
married 
1770. 


kig. 


See  Pedigree  U. 


cm He,,ry Coch,y"e  rmi Eicl",nl  ru !iam  ?rek™e 

—  _  '^ust-  Cust.  Cust. 


4 


4 


4- 


Pedigree 

REYNA EDSON  OF  HOLYWELL. 

Anne  Cust=j=J,icob  Reynardson  of  Holywell. 


iey!mrdsomine_rB7rcl.raI  diedtsSL  ^  Wretham  Jem^- 


•Charles  Thop-Anne,  d.  Rev.  George  Col.  Edward  Henry  r1v 

b“c1i  Rev  ySi!,10lr  Birc,h-Re^-  «ir^-Rey-  Birch-  John 

Dirch.Rej-  lorkeof  nardson  of  nardson  of  Reynard-  Birch - 

Erthig.  Eastling.  Rushington,  son  of  Rey- 

Totton.  Adwell.  nard- 

^  T  T 

4  4^ 


nardson  of 

Holywell 

-Hall. 


Etkelred-rHenry  Matilda=p  Robert 
Frances. 


son. 


Champion  Caro- 
Partridge  line, 
of  Hock- 
ham. 


Stop 

ford. 


Col.  ChaL  llircb-Reynardson  of  Holy, roll.  Bthelred  Aooe=J„lm  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  Itiry.  Constance. 

T 


'Sm'?  U"'C"  ^  J£oT  “Z  WBrfrdri'k  Birch.  La4.ee  Bireb.  Katherine. 

4  Birch.  Birch. 


SSSTSSZ  AW- 


Long-  lotte.  Augusta.  I  Williams 

I  Freeman. 

4 


Fowler  Caroline,  i  Pryor.  Ellen. 
Brook  wood. 

•  4 


James 
W  bailey 


4 
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Peregrine  Cust,  baptized 
at  Leasingham  May  19th, 
1723  ;  merchant  in  Lon¬ 
don  ;  M.P. ;  died  unmar¬ 
ried  January  2nd,  1785 ; 
buried  in  St.  George’s, 
Stamford. 


Anne  Evelyn,  born 
December  1767 ; 
accidentally  burnt 
to  death  ;  buried  at 
Godstone  April 
2nd,  1790. 


Elizabeth,  baptized 
at  Leasingham  Sep¬ 
tember  5th,  1724; 
died  unmarried 
November  6th, 
1769  ;  buried  in  St. 
George’s,  Stamford. 


Francis  Fane  of=Jane,  baptized^James  Evelyn 


Fulbeck,  mar¬ 
ried  September 
18th,  1757 ;  died 
October  19th, 
1758.  1st  hus¬ 
band. 


at  Leasingham 
April  18th, 
1725;  died 
Nov.  16th, 
1791  ;  buried 
in  St.  George’s, 
Stamford. 


of  Felbridge, 
married  Mav 
8th,  1761. 

2nd  husband. 


I 

Anne,  baptized 
at  Leasingham 
October  15th, 
1726 ;  buried 
in  St.  George’s, 
Stamford, 
January  6th, 
1739-40. 


Richard  Oust,  baptized^ 
at  Leasingham  May  4th, 
1728;  D.D. ;  Canon  of 
Christ  Church  1765  : 
Dean  of  Rochester  1779  ; 
Dean  of  Lincoln  1781 ; 
died  October  16th,  1783, 
s.p. ;  buried  at  Belton. 


Alary,  dau.  of  Rev. 
George  Harris, 
D.D. ;  married  at 
Eton  College  June 
1767  ;  died  at  Bath 
February  21st, 
1791  ;  buried  at 
Belton. 


Dorothy,  baptized 
at  Leasingham 
September  20tli, 
1729;  died  Sep¬ 
tember  3rd,  1770. 
unmarried ;  bur. 
in  St.  George’s, 
Stamford. 


Lucy,  baptized  at  Leasing¬ 
ham  November  24th,  1732  ; 
assumed  name  of  Cockayne 
Cust  on  succeeding  to 
Cockayne  Hatley  1791  : 
died  February  15th.  1804; 
buried  in  St.  George’s, 
Stamford. 


_  I  I  I  ! 

Sir  Edward  Cust,  Bart.  Elizabeth.  Lucy.  Mary. 

* 


I  I 

Anne=Sir  William  Fowle  Middleton,  Bart.  Katherine. 


Pedigree  13, 

TORKE  OF  ERTHIG. 

Elizabeth  Cust.  1st  wife=pPhilip  Torke  of  Erthig=l=Diana,  dau.  of  Pierce  Wynne.  2nd  wife. 


Simon  Yorke  of  Erthig^Margaret,  dau.  of  John  Holland. 


Pierce  Wynne  Yorke  of  Dyffryn  Blech. 


..11  I 

Simon  Yorke^Victoria,  dau.  of  Sir  Edward  Major-Gen.  John  Yorke  Anne=f=Charles  T.  S.  Birch-Rey-  Ethelred. 
of  Erthig.  I  Cust,  Bart.  of  Plas  Newydd.  |  nardson  of  Holywell. 

-f  * 
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PAYNE  OF  HOUGH  ON  THE  HILL. 


Arms. — Sable ,  a  fess  ermine  with  in  chief  three  crosses  pattee.fi tehee.  Argent. 


John  Payne  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Attornev^Judith,  dan.  of  Thomas  Gates,  Baron  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  the  Exchequer,  buried  in  the  Temple  by  Anne,  dau.  <>f  Thomas  Morley  ;*  buried  in  the  Temple 
Church  May  10th,  1671.  Church  March  23rd,  1659-60. 


Elizabeth,  dau.  of  John=pEdward  Payne  of  the  Inner 
Hatcher  of  Carebv;  bap-  Temple, t  matriculated  April 
tized  at  St.  Leonard’s,  3rd,  1674,  St.  John’s  College, 
Shoreditch,  April  23rd,  ;  Oxford,  aged  17  ;  bought, 
1659  ;  married  at  Careby  i  February  10th,  1677-8,  the 
September  28th,  1676.  (  Manors  of  Hough,  Gelston, 
(Her  cousin  Sir  Charles  j  and  Brandon,  with  the  High 
Caesar,  Knt.,  was  trustee  j  Hall  at  Hough,  for  £1150 
to  her  Marriage  Settle-  from  trustees  of  Sir  "William 
ment.)  Buried  at  Hough  j  Thorold  ;  High  Sheriff  co. 
November  8th,  1688.  1st  Lincoln  1692;  buried  at 
wife.  Hough  December  30th,  1728. 


=Elinor,  dan. 
of  William 
Wei  by  of 
Denton ; 
relict  of 
Sir  Richard 
Earle, 

Bart. ; 
died  1726-7. 
2nd  wife. 


Elizabeth. 

Katherine. 

Living 

1671. 


Anne,-r-Thomas  Farmer, 
born  !  mar.  lie.  Decem- 
1650.  ber  9th,  1667. 


Edward  Farmer  of= Christ  inn. 
Hough  on  the  Hill;  dau.  of 
mar.  lie.  August  John 
24th,  1698.  Hatcher. 


John  Payne, 

Thomas  Payne^Elizabeth, 

Judith, 

Jane, 

Elizabeth,; 

=Francis 

Jacomina, 

baptized  at 

of  Hough  on 

dau.  of 

baptized 

baptized 

baptized 

Fane  of 

baptized 

Careby  Julv 

the  Hill  ;  bap¬ 

Martin 

at  Carebv 

August 

at  Hough 

Fulbeck, 

October 

11th,  1677; 

tized  there 

Folkes  of 

April  18th, 

11th,  1683; 

March 

born 

27th  and 

buried  at 

April  26th, 

Hilling¬ 

1680;  bur. 

married, 

25th,  1682; 

1696  ; 

buried  at 

Hough 

16S7  ;  High 

don  ;  mar¬ 

at  Hough 

1721-2, 

married 

married 

Hough 

March  14th, 

Sheriff  co. 

ried  at  Ely 

February 

Robt.  Gre¬ 

there 

2ndly, 

Novem¬ 

1710-11. 

Lincoln  1730 ; 

Chapel 

1st,  1717-18. 

gory;  remar¬ 

December 

1757, 

ber  16th, 

— 

buried  at 

July  30th, 

— 

ried'  Rich. 

23rd,  1717  ; 

Jane, 

1688. 

Edward  Payne, 

Hough  De¬ 

1715  ; 

Elizabeth 

Nelthorpe  ; 

died 

dau.  of 

baptized  Feb¬ 

cember  6th, 

buried  at 

Anna,  born 

buried  at 

March 

Sir  Rich¬ 

ruary  15th, 

1742. 

Hough 

and  died 

Hough 

30th,  1756. 

ard  Cust ; 

1678-9  ;  died 

March 

January 

March  24th, 

died  s.p. 

abroad,  s.p. 

28th,  1727. 

1684-5.' 

1762. 

1758. 

Edward  Payne,  baptized  at 
Hough  June  2nd,  1725; 
died  v.p.  April  17th,  1740. 

Three  other  sons,  died  as 
infants  1716,  1721,  1722; 
buried  at  Hough. 


Dorothy,  born 
1718 ;  buried 
September 
9th,  1725. 


Elizabeth,— Henry 


coheir, 
married 
1744; 
died  s.p. 
1773. 


Yernon 
of  Great 
Thnrlow, 
died 
1776. 


Etheldred,  coheir,  born^Sir  John  Cust, 


1720  ;  married  at  Cressy 
Chapel  December  8th, 
1743;  died  January 
27th,  1775. 


Bart.,  Speaker 
of  the  House 
of  Commons, 
born  1717; 
died  1770. 


*  Thomas  Gates  was  son  of  Anthony  Gates,  Master  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford  (1584 — 1597),  by  Judith, 
daughter  of  Roger  Taverner.  He  was  descended  from  Sir  Geoffrey  Gates,  Marshal  of  Calais  and  Captain  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  who  died  temp.  Edward  IV. 

t  Edward  Payne  is  so  described  in  the  deed  of  purchase  of  Hough.  His  father,  John  Payne,  by  his  will  proved 
in  1671  (P  C  C.,  Duke,  94),  directed  his  trustees  to  purchase  lands  worth  £15,000  for  his  son  Edward  when  of  age, 
and  meanwhile  to  send  him  to  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford. 


. 


. 
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HATCHER  OF  CAREBY. 


ASMS.  Quarterly,  1  and  4,  Azure,  a  chevron  between  six  escallops  A  rye  lit  [HATCHES]  ;  2  and  3,  Gules , 

on  a  bend  wavy  Aryent  three  shovellers  Sable  [Reads], 


Alice,  dau.  of  Edward^Juhn  Hatcher,  M  I).,  fellow  of  St.  JolmV=Jane,  widow  of  John  Frevell  of 

College,  Cambridge,  Regius  Professor  of  St.  Edward’s,  Cambridge  ;  mar. 
Physic,  Vice-Chancellor,  of  Careby,  Line,  lie.,  Ely,  1582.  2nd  wife. 


Green.  1st  wife. 


Catherine= Thomas 
Larkin, 
M.D.,  of 
Cambridge. 


Thomas  Hatcher,  Scholar  of  Eton  College  and  King’s  Col-^Katherine,  dau.  and  heir  of 
lege,  Cambridge,  1555;  M.A.  15(33;  Antiquary  and  Author;  Thomas  Reade  of  Wisbeach. 


married  at  Dowsby  January  22nd,  -1565-6;  buried  at  Careby 
November  14th,  1583.* 


She  remarried  September 
2nd,  1584,  John  Apsley.* 


Anne,: 
dau.  of 
James 
Crews  of 
Fother- 
ingay ; 
buried 
April 
1st, 
1595* 

1st  wife. 


:Sir  John  Hatcher, ^Margaret,  = 
Knt.,  of  Careby,  bap-  dau.  of  Sir 
tized  December  14th,  Edward 
1566;  admitted  to  Ayscough; 
Inner  Temple  1586;  married 
knighted  1603  ;  High  at  St.  Gre- 
Sheriff  co.  Lincoln  gory  by 
1605;  buried  July  St.  Paul’s 
27th,  1640*  Will  Dec.  24th, 
proved  September  1595.  2nd 
3rd,  1640.  wife. 

'"S 

Hatches  of  Empingham. 


Katherine,  dau.  of 
Will  iam  Heneage; 
widow  of  William 
Ayscough,  sou  of 
Sir  Edward  Ays¬ 
cough  ;  married  at 
Stallingborough 
April  19th,  1612; 
buried  August 
13th,  1637 A  3rd 
wife. 


Eliza¬ 

=  Francis 

beth, 

Ays¬ 

bap¬ 

cough, 

tized 

son 

July 

of  Sir 

2nd, 

Edward 

1575.* 

Ays¬ 

cough. 

Anne, 
baptized 
at  Careby 
August 
31st, 

1576  ; 

married 

William 

Dennett. 

Will 

proved 

1624. 


Henry  Hatcher 
of  St.  John’s 
College,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

William 

Hatcher. 

Alice,  married 
Nicholas  Gun¬ 
ter,  Mayor  of 
Reading. 


Thomas  Hatcher  of  Careby,  born  about^Katherine,  dau.  of  William 
1590;  M.P.  Grantham  1628  and  co.  Lin-  Ayscough;  baptized  at  Stal- 
coln  1654 — 1660;  Captain  in  Parliamen-  lingborough  March  18tli, 
tary  Army  ;  Commissioner  for  Scotland;  1597-8;  married  there  Oc- 
indicted  at  Grantham  for  high  treason  tober  14th,  1617 ;  buried 
1643  ;  buried  July  11th,  1677.*  December  15th,  1657  * 


Anne,  married  December  12th,  1609,*  James 
Heron  of  Panfield  Hall,  Essex,  sou  of  Sir 
Edward  Heron  of  Langtoft. 

Mary,  baptized  August  24th,  1594;  buried 
May  31st,  1598. 


John  Hatcher  of  Careby,  baptized  January=pElizabeth,  dau.  of  Sir  Henry  Anderson,  Bart. ;  Elizabeth,  baptized  Octo- 
23rd,  1633-4;  High  Sheriff  co.  Lincoln  born  about  1636  or  1637  ;  lived  as  a  widow  at  ber  22nd,  1622;  buried 
1676;  buried  January  1st,  1678-9.*  Stamford  ;  buried  November  30th,  1707.*  May  1st,  1642.* 


Grace,  dau.  and=Thomas  Hatcher  of=Jane,  dau.  of 
heir  of  William  Careby,  baptized  Sir  Charles 
Harbord,  Am-  November  8th,  Hussey,  Bart.  ; 
bassador  to  the  1660;  High  Sheriff  died  June  3rd, 
Ottoman  Porte.  1714;  buried  Sep-  1734,  aged  80. 
1st  wife.  tember  10th,  1714, 

s.p. 


Charles  Henry  Hatcher,  bap- 

Hatcher,  tized  February  27th, 

buried  1663-4;  married  at 

March  St.  Gregory  by  St. 

22nd,  Paul’s  April  27  th, 

1676-7*  1686,  Lady  Elizabeth 

Delaval ;+  died  s.p. 


John  Hatcher,  bap¬ 
tized  July  16th, 

1670  ;  married 
Frances  .  .  .  .  : 
buried  August  1720,  i 
s.p. 


Anne,  baptized 
October  17th, 
1657  ;*  married 
at  Hough  June 
30th,  1687,  Jona¬ 
than  Gosterlow; 
coheir  of  her 
brothers  1720. 


Elizabeth,  bap-: 
tized  at  St. 
Leonard’s, 
Shoreditch, 
April  23rd, 
1659 ;  coheir. 


^Edward  Payne 
of  Hough  ou 
the  Hill,  mar¬ 
ried  September 
23rd,  1676  * 


Cust,  Earl  and  Baron 
Brownlow. 


Katherine,  bap¬ 
tized  J  uly  13th, 
1(362  ;*  married 
Osborne  Fish ; 
coheir ;  buried 
May  14th, 
1721* 


Jacomina,  baptized  Sep¬ 
tember  17th,  1665 ; 
buried  January  25th, 
1707-8* 

Mary,  baptized  June 
11th,  1668;  buried  Au¬ 
gust  20th,  1670* 


Christian,  bap¬ 
tized  June 
29th,  1673  ;* 
coheir ;  mar¬ 
ried,  1698,  Ed¬ 
ward  Farmer  of 
Hough. 


*  Careby  Registers,  and  lor  other  dates  see  Canon  Maddisou’s  “  Lincolnshire  Pedigrees”  (Harl.  Soc.,  vol.  51). 
t  Daughter  of  James  Livingstone,  Earl  of  Newburgh;  married  1st,  1570,  to  Robert  Delaval,  eldest  son  of  Sir 
Ralph  Delaval,  Bart.,  who  died  1682,  and  was  buried  in  St.  George’s  Chapel,  Windsor. 


\ 
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FOLKES  OF  KUSHBKOOKE  AND  HILLINGTON. 

Asms. — Per  pale  Pert  and  (rules  a  fleur-de-lis  Ermine. 

Simon  Folkes  of  W  estley  W  aterless,  Cambs.,  buried  at  Westley .^Margaret  .  . 


Will  proved  April  28th,  150& 


living  1508. 


Martin  Folkes  of  W  estley  Waterless,  born  about1 
1491;  buried  at  Westley  January  9th,  1509-70. 
Will  proved  July  8th,  1572. 


I  I 

Richard  Folkes. 

Thomas  Folkes. 
Living  1508. 


Parnell, 

married 

William 

Malyn. 


Audrey.  Mary 


Agnes. 


Jane-r-Thomas  Folkes  of  New-=Anne  Riekes,  Stephen  Hovell  of  Bury=FJoau=pThomas  Willvs  Parnell,  mar- 

.  .  .  .  market.  m&rrioH  9nH1v>  uruL.,-  'i cvi _ i  i  ir  i  tt  i.  •  i 


1st 

wife. 


market,  married  2ndly,  widow  of  'l'ho-  St.  Edmunds.  1st 
October  1570.  Will  mas  Goodwill,  husband, 
proved  1588.  2nd  wife. 


-4- 


of  High  Hall,  ried  . 
Cambs.  Clarke ; 

living  1571. 


Willy8,  Barts. 


William  Folkes  of  West-=pAgnes  [?  Mile- 
ley  Waterless,  buried  at  son,  perhaps 
Westley  October  19th,  1  2nd  wife!. 
1594. 


I 


John  Folkes  of  SwafFham  Bul-=f-Margaret  Haslewood,  married  at  West- 
beck.  Will  proved  November  |  ley  Waterless  June  15th,  1566. 

19th,  1591. 

Folkes  of  Ckeveley. 


Elizabeth,: 
dau.  of 
....  Can- 
ham,  bur. 
at  Rush- 
brooke 
December 
7th,  1629. 
1st  wife. 


.^Martin  Folkes^pMargaret,  dau. 
of  Rushbrooke,  j  of  Thomas 
1  Suffolk,  bap- 
I  tized  at  West- 
ley  November 
5th,  1579; 
buried  there 
June  20th, 

1637. 


Canham ; 
buried  at 
Rushbrooke 
December 
16th,  1635. 
2nd  wife. 


Simon  Folkes^Mary  Thomas 
of  Westley  ....  Folkes, 
Waterless,  baptized 

baptized  at  at  West- 

W estley  June  ley  Octo- 

20th,  1562.  ber  19th, 

1564. 


Thomas  Folkes,  baptized  Feb¬ 
ruary  12th,  1578. 

Rev.  Francis  Folkes,  living 
1637. 

Theodore  Folkes,  buried  at 
Rushbrooke  May  3rd,  1647. 


Martin  Folkes  of  Rush— 
brooke,  bought  lands  in 
co.  Lincoln  and  Notts, 
baptized  at  Rushbrooke 
March  14th,  1618-19 ; 
buried  there  July  29th, 
1671. 


=Elizabeth,  dau. 
of  ... .  Bourne 
of  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  ; 
buried  at  Rush¬ 
brooke  May 
7th,  1687. 


William 
Folkes,  bap¬ 
tized  at 
Rushbrooke 
June  3rd, 
bur.  June 
4th,  1620. 


Judith,  baptized  at 
Rushbrooke  Novem¬ 
ber  7th,  1621 ;  mar¬ 
ried  at  Rushbrooke 
June  22nd,  1643. 

Edward  Browne  of 
Lowestoft. 


Thomas 
Folkes  of 
Bolsover, 
co.  Derby, 
Clerk. 

4 


Simon  Folkes,  bap¬ 
tized  March  31st, 
1631. 

Margaret,  baptized 
1635;  married  John 
Clarke. 


Judith,  dau.  of  Edward=Thomas  Folkes,  bap-=pSilence,  dau. 
Bourne  of  Bury  St.  tized  at  Rushbrooke  of ...  .  Hau- 

May  3rd,  1654 ;  bur.  son  ;  buried 
at  Barton  December  at  Barton 
5th,  1730.  June  1735. 

2nd  wife. 


Edmunds  ;  buried  there 
January  13th,  1683-4. 
1st  wife. 


Elizabeth,  married 
1st  James  Reeve 
of  South  Elmham, 
2ndly  Rev.  Ed¬ 
mund  Swanton  of 
Letheringset. 


Anne,  married  John  Challis 
of  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

J udith,  married  John  Dick¬ 
enson  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 


Elizabeth,  dau.  and  heir,  married  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer. 


Martin  Folkes  of  Hillington,  Norfolk,  bap-=pDorothy,  dau. 
tized  at  Rushbrooke  September  3rd,  1640  ;  and  coheir  of 
Attorney-General  to  Catherine  of  Bra-  Sir  William 
ganza  ;  died  February  17th,  1705-6  ;  buried  Hovell  of  Hil- 


at  Hillington. 


lington 


Edward  Folkes,  baptized 
at  Rushbrooke  June 
13th,  1641 ;  buried  there 
February  1689-90. 


.  I 

Simon  Folkes,  baptized  at 
Rushbrooke  April  26th, 
1652  ;  married  Elizabeth, 
dau.  of  Samuel  Hanson 


Elizabeth^=Thomas 
Folkes,  bap-  i  Payne  of 
Hough 
on  the 
Hill,  co. 
Lincoln. 


tized  August 
1694  at  St. 
Giles  in  the 
Fields. 


-4' 

Cust,  Eabl  and 
Babon  Bbow.vlow. 


Martin  Folkes,  P.R.S.,: 
P.S.A.,  of  Hillington 
and  Gray’s  Inn,  bap¬ 
tized  at  St.  Giles  in 
the  Fields  November 
1690  ;  died  1754. 
Monument  in  West¬ 
minster  Abbey. 


of  Barbadoes. 

:Lucretia, 

Ursula,-)- William  Folkes=pMary, 

1 

Henry 

dau.  of 

dau.  of 

of  Hillington 

dau. 

Folkes,  bap- 

•  •  •  • 

Samuel 

Hall,  baptized 

of  Sir 

tized  at 

Bradshaw' ; 

Taylor. 

at  St.  Giles  in 

William 

St.  Giles  iu 

married 

1st  w  ife. 

the  Fields  July 

Browne, 

the  Fields 

1714. 

1700. 

M.D. 

1704; 

S, 

2nd  wife. 

married 

Four  dau 

gliters. 

Anne,  dau. 

of  ...  . 

r 

Muller. 

Elizabeth,  dau.  and  coheir,  married 
Sir  Richard  Betenson. 


Sir  Martin  Browne  Folkes,  created 
Bart.  May  26th,  1774. 
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HOVELL  OF  HILLINGTON 


Arms. —  Sable,  a  crescent  Or. 


Wiliiarn  Smyth,  otherwise  called  William  Iiovell,  of  Ashfield  Magna,- -r-Joan 


Suffolk.  Will  proved  March  7th,  1540. 


living  1540. 


f 

William  Hovell  alias  Smyth=pAnne,  dan.  Joan, 
of  Haughley,  Suffolk,  Gent. ;  of  Richard  married 

born  about  1510.  Will  Turner  of  John 

proved  May  6th,  1583.  Norton.  Salter. 


Amy, 

married 

James. 


John  Smyth  of-j-Christian,  sister 
Bad  wed  Ash.  I  to  Robert 


Will  proved 
1555. 


Cooke,  Vic; 
Haughlev. 


r  of 


Margery, 
married 
Robert 
Cooke  of 
Badwell. 


Richard  Hovell  of  Haughley=pMargery,  Katherine, 
and  Hillington,  Norfolk,  I  dan.  and  married 
born  about  1534.  Inq.  p  in.  I  coheir  of  Stephen 

10  Jac.  I.  Monument  in  John  Ford  Woodgate. 

Hillington  Church.  Will  of  Prating, 
proved  February  12th,  1611.  Essex. 


Margaret,  married 
....  Debeney. 

Elizabeth,  married 
....  Smyth. 


William 

Smyth  ' 

alias 

Hovell, 

living 

1540. 


Hugh  Hovell  alias=pAnne 
Smyth  of  Haugh¬ 
ley.  Will  proved 
April  4th,  1597. 


Katherine,  1st  wife 
of  George  Fiske. 
She  remarried 
2ndly  Edward  Mor- 
daunt ;  3rdly  Alex. 
Dering. 


Elizabeth,  Bridget,  baptized  at  Stratford, 

married  Tho-  Suffolk,  1567 ;  married  Wil¬ 
mas  Russell.  liam  Mothe. 

Thomazine,  Margaret,  baptized  at  Strat- 

married  Wil-  ford  1569 ;  married  Ralph  de 
liam  Barnes.  la  Haye. 


Mary,  baptized  at  Strat¬ 
ford  1571 ;  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Goodwin. 

Anne,  baptized  at  Strat¬ 
ford  1574;  married 
George  Jolly. 


Margery, 

married 

Thomas 

Asty. 


Richard  Hovell  of  HiF-pF ranees,  dau.  of  Tho-  William  Hovell^Alice, 


lington,  baptized  at 
Stratford  1573.  Will 
proved  J  une  28th, 
1653. 


mas  Fernley  of  Greet¬ 
ing;  marriage  settle¬ 
ment  February  18th, 
1587-8. 


of  Gavwood, 
baptized  at 
Stratford  1576. 


dau.  of 
Jeffreys 
Cobbe. 


Anthony'  Hovell. 
Will  August 
10th,  1646: 
married  Dorothy 


Sir  Richard  Hovell  of^pDorothy,  dau. 
Hillington,  knighted  of  Sir  Thomas 
by  Charles  I.  March  Chicheley  ; 
21st,  1641  ;  buried  j  she  remarried 
August  26th,  1654.  William 

Sandys. 


William  Ho /ell 
of  Hillington, 
married  Anne, 
dau.  and  coheir 
of  Richard 
Bulwer. 


I 

Thomas  Hovell,  born 
1614 ;  bought  Pettis- 
tree ;  buried  there 
February  17  th, 

1701  ;  married  Ann 
Gosnold. 


Frances, 

married 

Edwa'd 

Gurney 

of  East 

Barsham. 


I. 

Sir  William  Hovell, =f=Etheldred,  dau.  and 
Knt.,  of  Hillington,  heir  of  Thomas  Lilly 


buried  there,  aged 
33.  Monument  in 
Church.  Will  proved 
February  13th,  1670. 


of  South  Lynn ; 
married  there  April 
29th,  1661.  Will 

proved  1684. 


Richard  Hovell=Penelope,  dau. 
of  Gavwood,  and  coheir 


living  1649 ; 
buried  at  Hil¬ 
lington  Octo¬ 
ber  1715. 


of  William 
Sandys  of  Ask- 
ham,  Notts. 


Francis 
Hovell  of 
Portsmouth. 
Will  proved 
J  une  9th, 
1671. 


Thomas: 

Hovell. 


:Dorothy 
Scam  bier. 


I  I 

Elizabeth,  married 
Thomas  Coulson. 

Alice,  married 
John  Frost,  Gent. 


Thomas 

Hovell. 

Henrv 

Hovell. 


Jane 

Hovell. 

Dorothy 

Hovell. 


All  died  s.p. 


I 

Dorothy,  dau. ^Martin 


Clemence,  eldest-pCharles  Stuart,  son  of 


and  coheir, 

Folkes  of 

dau.  and  coheir, 

Sir  Simeon  Stuart, 

youngest  dau. 

died  1724 ; 

Gray’s  Inn 

bom  1661  ; 

Bart. ;  died  v.p.  before 

and  coheir, 

buried  at  Hil- 

and  Hil- 

married  1678. 

1709. 

died  before 

lington.  Will 
proved  1724. 

lington. 

s' 

Stuart 

Barts. 

1751. 

✓  S 

Etheldred,=pWilliam 

Wake,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of 
Canterbury. 


Lilius. 

William, 

died 

young. 


Elizabeth=pThomas  Pavne  of  Hough-on-tlie-Hil 

I 

"■S 

Citst,  Earl  and  Baron  Brownlow. 


U  U 


A 
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LILLY  OF  SOUTH  LYNN. 


Thomas  Lilly  of  South  Lynn,  gentleman,  horn  1600  ;  died: 
August  21st,  1662.  Monument,  South  Lynn  Church.  It 
would  appear  that  he  was  the  grandson  of  William  Lilly  of 
Whepsted,  Suffolk,  who  had  three  sons,  Thomas,  William  and 
John.  He  mentions  in  his  will  his  uncles  “  Thomas  Lilly  of 
Whepsted”  and  ‘'John  Lilly  of  St.  Edmond  Bury.” 


r 


Wlemenee,  dau.  of  Rev.  John  Man  of  South  Lynn  and 
Cicely  his  wife;  born  1604;  married  January  30th, 
1(530-31  ;  died  September  9th,  lt563.  Clemence  had  a 
sister  Etheldred,  who  died  1034,  and  two  cousins  of 
the  same  name,  who  are  mentioned  in  her  mother 
Cicely  Man’s  will  (page  336). 


Etheldred,  sole  surviving  dau.  and  lieir=pSir  William  Hovell  of  Hillington. 

-F 

Cust,  Earl  and  Baron  Brownloyv. 

N.B.  This  pedigree  shews  that  the  Christian  name  of  Etheldred,  afterwards  used  in  the  Cust  family,  came  from 
the  Man  family  of  South  Lynn. 


AYSCOUGH  OF  STALLINGBOROUGH.* 


Arms.  Sable,  afess  Or  between  three  asses  passant  Argent,  maned  and  unguled  of  the  second. 


John  Ayscough  of  Cowling,  Lord  of  Bedale,  died  January  8th,  1425-6-r-.  .  .  .,  dau.  of  Sir  John  Arncliffe,  Knt. 


o- 

Sir  W  illiam  Ayscough,  Knt.,  Chief  Justice  of-pElizabeth,  dau.  and  coheir  of  John  Caythorpe  by  Alice  Hungate, 
Common  Pleas  ;  died  1457.  heir  to  her  cousin  William  Hungate. 


John  Ayscough-pMargaret,  dau.  and  heir  of  John  Tailboys  of  Stallingborough.  1st  wife. 


J. 

Sir  William  Ayscough  of  Stallingborough,  Knt.,  Sheriff  of  Lincoln  lSOS^Margaret,  dau.  of  Sir  Robert  Hildyard. 
— 1508  ;  died  March  26th,  1509.  1st  wife. 


Sir  William  Ayscough  of  Stallingborough,  born  1486;  knighted  1513.=j=Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thomas  Wrottesley  of 
Will  proved  May  28th,  1541 


Wrottesley.  1st  wife. 


Sir  Francis  Ayscough,  knighted  at  Boulogne-pElizabeth,  dau.  and  heir  of  William  Anne,  married  Thomas  Kyme; 
1545;  Sheriff  of  Lincoln  1515,  1549,  1554;  Hansard  of  South  Kelsey;  born  burnt  for  heresy  at  Smithfit-ld 


buried  at  South  Kelsey  October  21st,  1564. 


1518 ;  died  September  29th,  1558.  July  16th,  1546.  ( Known  in 

1st  wife.  -  history  as  Anne  Askew.) 


Sir  Edward  Ayscough  of  South  Kelsey,  Knt.,  knighted=pHester,  dau.  of  Thomas  Grantham  of  Goltho;  married  at 


1603 ;  Sheriff  of  Lincoln  1587 ;  buried  at  Stalling¬ 
borough  March  11th,  1611-12. 


South  Kelsey  September  27th,  1563;  buried  at  Stalling¬ 
borough  October  1590. 


William  Ayscough  of=pKatherine,  dau.  of=Sir  John  Hatcher  of=pMargaret,  married  Francis  Ayscough.  married 


South  Kelsey,  died 
v.p.  February  4th, 
1610-11  ;  buried  at 
Stallingborough. 


William  Heneage  Careby,  married 
of  Hainton  ;  buried  April  19th,  1612. 
at  Careby  August  2nd  husband. 
13tb,  1637. 


December  24th,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thomas 

1595  ;  died  about  Hatcher  of  Careby  ;  died 
1610.  2nd  wife.  about  1612. 


Katherine,  baptized  March  18tli,  1597-8  ;-pThomas  Hatcher  of  Careby, 


married  at  Stallingborough  October 
14tb,  1617 ;  buried  at  Careby  December 
15th,  1657. 


Cust,  Earl  and  Baron  Brownloyv 


son  of  Sir  John  Hatcher 
by  his  first  wife  Anne 
CreYvs. 


Sir  Edward  Ayscough  of  South  Kelsey, 
baptized  at  Stallingborough  August  24th, 
1596;  Sheriff  of  Lincoln  1632.  Will 
proved  July  1st,  1654. 


4' 


From  Canon  Maddison’s  “  Lincolnshire  Pedigrees”  (Harl.  Soc.,  vol.  50). 


•i  ai»©d» 


PEDIGREES  AND  WILLS. 


331 


ANDERSON  OF  PENLEY. 

Abms.  Argent ,  a  chevron  be/iveen  three  crosses  formee  Salle,  a  fleur-de-lis  Gules  for  difference 
^nt^erson>  Knt.,  Sheriff  of  London^  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Alderman  Francis  Bowver  • 

1  WlO  •  IniobfA/1  1  /!/  lO  .  /ul.  •  t  •  .  .  *  f  J 

died 


1602;  kuighted  1603;  died  July  9th,  1605; 
buried  at  St.  Olave’s,  Old  Jewry. 


Marriage  Licence  February  5th,  1576-7 
April  23rd,  1608  ;  buried  at  St.  Olave’s. 


Sir  Richard  Anderson,  Knt.,=pMary,  dau  of  Robert, 
bought  Manor  of  Penley,  1st  Baron  Spencer  of 
Herts;  Sheriff  and  knighted  I  Worinleigliton  ;  died 
1610;  died  August  3rd,  j  July  14th,  1658; 
1632  ;  buried  at  Tring.  buried  at  Tring. 


I  I 


Katherine,  married  Sir 
John  Derharr.. 

Frances,  married  Robert, 
2nd  Viscount  Kilmorey. 


Elizabeth,  married 
Thomas  Cowley. 

Sarah,  married  Sir 
Charles  Wilmot. 


Mary,  married 
Sir  John  Spen¬ 
cer,  Bart.,  of 
Olflev. 


John  Anderson. 

William  Ander¬ 
son,  died  s.p. 


Mary,  buried 
at  Tring 
1638. 


Elizabeth,  married 
Robert  Peyton. 
Will  proved  June 
13th,  1659. 


Anne,  married  Tho¬ 
mas,  3rd  son  of  Sir 
Edward  Seymour, 
Bart. 


Bridget,  married 
Jos.,  4lh  son  of 
Sir  Edward  Sey¬ 
mour,  Bart. 


Frances, 
married  Tho¬ 
mas  W  arren. 


Sir  Heury  Anderson,  Bart.,  matriculated: 
"December  2nd,  1625,  aged  17,  Pembroke 
College,  Oxford  ;  admitted  Lincoln’s  Inn 
1628  ;  created  Bart.  June  30th,  1643  ;  paid 
fine  of  £2810  as  Royalist ;  died  July  7th, 
1653  ;  buried  at  Tring.  Will  proved 
1653  by  his  2nd  wife  Gertrude,  said  to  be 
dau.  of  Sir  William  Lytton. 


-Jacomina,  dau.  of  Sir  Charles 
Csesar,  Master  of  the  Rolls  ; 
baptized  at  Benington  De¬ 
cember  10th,  1615  ;  married 
at  Rolls  Chapel  .December 
1632 ;  died  October  14th, 
1639  ;  monument  at  Tring. 


Katherine,=Robert  Anderson=Anne, 
dau.  of  of  Chichester,  dau.  of 
matriculated  Sir  lien. 

December  2nd,  Astley. 

1625,  aged  16,  2nd  wife. 

Pembroke  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford. 


Nicholas 
Thomp¬ 
son.  ls*t 
wife. 


Mary,  dau.  of  Right: 
Hon.  John  Methuen ; 
widow  of  Humphrey 
Simpson.  She  re¬ 
married  Sir  Brown- 
low  Sherard,  Bart. 
2nd  wife. 


:Sir  Richard  Anderson,: 
Bart.,  born  about  1636  ; 
died  August  16th,  1699, 
when  the  baronetcy 
became  extinct ;  buried 
at  Albury.  AVill  proved 
March  5th,  1699—1700. 


^Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Hewett,  Bart. ;  sister 
and  coheir  of  George, 
Viscount  Hewitt ;  born 
1634;  died  December 
25th,  1698  ;  buried  at  Al¬ 
bury,  Herts.  1st  wife. 


Anne  and 

Mary, 

twins. 

Buried 
at  Tring 
1639. 


Elizabeth,  born  about  1636 
or  1637 ;  named  in  her 
father’s  will  ;  married  John 
Hatcher  of  Careby ;  buried 
at  Stamford  1707. 

-L 

Cust,  Earl  and  Bason* 
Beow^low. 


Henry  Richard  Anderson,  M.P.=Elizabetli.  dau. 

Anderson,  Aylesbury  1685  ;  died  of  Richard 

died  v.p.  v.p.  s.p. ;  buried  at  Al-  Spencer  Har- 

s.p.  bury  1695.  court. 


Elizabeth,  dau.  and  heir,  Mar.=f=Siraon  Harcourt,  Clerk  of 
Lie.  Fac.  January  3rd,  1677-8;  j  the  Crown,  buried  at  Al- 
buried  at  Albury  March  29th,  |  bury  March  30tb,  1724 
1694.  ^ 


CLESAR. 

ARMS.— Quarterly,  1  and  4,  Gules,  three  roses  Argent,  on  a  chief  of  the  second  three  roses  of  the  first  ; 
2,  Barry  of  six  Sable  and  Argent,  in  chief  three  swans  of  the  second  [Adelmare]  ;  3,  Gules  three 
crescents  Argent  [Perient]. 


Peter  Maria  Adelmare  of  Treviso,  Doctor  of  Laws-pPaola,  dau.  and  coheir  of  John  de  Paolo  Cesari 


no. 


Julius  Csesar  Adelmare,  M.D.,  2nd  son,  came  to  England: 
1550;  Doctor  of  Phissick  to  Queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth; 
died  1569 ;  buried  at  St.  Helen’s,  Bishopsgate. 


:Margaret,  dau.  and  heir  of  George  Perient,  Treasurer 
of  Ireland ;  Visitation  1639.  She  remarried  Michael 
Lock  of  London. 


Dorcas,  dau.  of  Aider- 
man  Sir  Richard 
Martin,  Lord  Mayor 
three  times ;  born 
1561  ;  widow  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Lusher ;  married 
February  26th,  1582-3. 
1st  wife. 


=f=Sir  Julius  Csesar,  Knt ,  baptized  at  St.= 
Dunstan’s  in  the  East  1557-8;  assumed 
the  name  of  Csesar  only;  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  1568;  M. A.  Oxford  1578  ; 
D.C.L.  1581  ;  Master  of  Requests  1591  ; 
Treasurer  of  Inner  Temple  1593 ; 
knighted  1603 ;  died  Easter  Day  1636 ; 
buried  at  St.  Helen’s,  Bishopsgate. 


rAlice,  dau.  of  Cliris-=Anne,  dau 
topher  Grene; 
widow  of  J  ohn  Dent ; 
died  May  23rd, 

1614  ;  buried  at  St. 

Helen’s.  2nd  wife. 


of  Henry  Wood- 
house  by  Anne,  dau.  of 
Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Lord 
Keeper  ;  widow  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Hungate ;  married  at 
the  Rolls  Chapel  April  19th, 
1615.  3rd  wife. 


U  U 
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B 


Anne,  dau.  of  Sir  Petor-pSir  Charles  Caesar,  Knt.,  born  Januarv-pJane,  dau.  of  Sir 

1/  n  In  I  A  MA  X-  «  .  4  L.  -  —  .  )  W  A  1  1  »  .  'I  /  \  I  \  i  v  I  •  1  j  1  ■  «  ..  1  a  -wa  a  «  aa  _ 


Vanlore,  Knt.,  born  ,  27th,  1589-90;  knighted  1613;  educated 
1592;  died  June  13th,  at  All  Souls’  College,  Oxford;  D.C.L. 
1625;  buried  at  Ben-  1612  ;  Master  of  the  Rolls  1610  ;  died  of 
ington.  1st  wife.  small-pox  December  6th,  1642 ;  buried 

!  at  Benington,  Herts. 


Edward  Barkham, 
Bart.,  Lord  Mayor 
of  London.  2nd 
wife. 


Jacomina,  baptized  at=pSir  Henry  Anderson, 


Benington  December 
10th,  1615;  died  Oc 
tober  14th,  1639. 


Bart.,  married  at  the 
Rolls  Chapel  Decem¬ 
ber  1632. 


Cust,  Earl  and  Baron  Broyvnlo'w. 


Anne,  baptized  at  Ben¬ 
ington  October  4th, 
1621  ;  married  Thomas 
Levingston  of  Michel- 
dever,  Hants. 


I  II  I 

Four  other 
children, 
died 
young. 


II 

Mary,  married  Sir  Henry 
Savile,  Knt ,  of  Methley. 

Elizabeth,  married  Sir 
Francis  Vere,  Knt. 


Sir  Henry: 
Caesar  of 
Beninaton, 
knighted 
1660. 


^Elizabeth, 
dau.  and 
heir  of 
Robert 
Angell. 


Sir  Charles  Caesar  of  Benington,  knighted  1671;  Trustee  of  his-pSusan,  dau.  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Bonfov,  Alder 


cousin  Elizabeth  Hatcher  1676  ;  died  August  15th,  1694  ;  buried 
at  Benington. 


man  of  London  ;  buried  at  Benington. 


I 


Charles  Caesar,  living  1696.  Elizabeth,  married  Sir  Richard  Benett  of  Babraham,  Cambridge. 


HOUGH  DEEDS. 

Extract  from  “  Abstract  of  Mr.  Thomas  Payne’s  Title  to  Hough,”  now  at  Belton. 

1677.  The  Manors  of  Hough,  Gelston,  and  Brandon,  were  bought  in  1677  for  £4,253  by  Thomas  Farmer  aud  Francis 
Butler  in  trust  for  “  Edward  Payne  of  the  Inner  Temple.” 

1678-9.  An  Act  of  Parliament  having  been  obtained,  the  principal  mansion  called  the  High  Hall,  which  had  been 
taken  possession  of  by  the  mortgagees  of  Sir  William  Thorold,  deceased,  was  bought  by  Farmer  and 
Butler  for  £6,600  for  Edward  Payne. 

1679.  Two  closes  in  Hough  bought  by  Farmer  and  Butler  for  £700  for  Edward  Payne. 

1681.  The  Marriage  Settlement  pursuant  to  Marriage  Articles  of  Edward  Payne  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  John  Hatcher,  whose  portion  was  £2,000,  is  dated  July  5th,  1681.  The  trustees  were  Sir 
Thomas  Meers,  Knt.,  William  Skipwith,  Sir  Charles  Caesar,  Thomas  Hatcher,  Thomas  Farmer,  and 
Francis  Butler. 
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WILLS. 


!770.  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  WILL  OF  SIR  JOHN  CUST. 

Dated  August  4th,  1751. 

After  reciting  “that  Lord  Tyrconnei  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  release  of  3d  &  4"‘  March  1742”  had  granted  to 
him  and  his  heirs  lands  in  Belton,  Gonuerby,  Londonthorpe,  Wickenby,  Westlaby,  Snelland  and  Swinethorpe, 
“devises  these  lands  and  all  his  lands,  &e.,  in  Hough,  Normanton,  Guvelston,  Brandon,  Caythorpe,  Grantham. 
Kirton,  Sutterton,  Boston,  Skirbeck  Quarter,  Fishtoft,  Sibsey,  Bicker,  Gosberton,  Surfleet,  Pinchbeck,  Wigtoft, 
Burtoft,  Obthorp,  Thurlby,  Hackenby,  Carlby,  Essendine,  co.  Lincoln,  &  Brooks  Wharf  and  Bulls  Wharf  in  London, 
to  trustees  Richard  Nelthorp  and  Henry  Folkes  for  his  male  issue  lawfully  begotten,  failing  whom  remainder  to  his 
three  brothers  Francis,  Peregrine,  and  Richard,  failing  whom  to  his  Uncle  Savile  Cockayne  Cust,  failing  whom  (to 
trustees,  for  500  years  to  raise  two  sums  of  20.000,  Francis  Fane  and  Henry  Vernon)  for  his  daughter  Anne  for  life, 
afterwards  to  her  children,  then  to  daughter  Elizabeth  and  her  children. 

Then  to  sisters  Jane,  Dorothy,  and  Lucy. 

Jointures  to  wives  to  be  limited  to  1001  per  an.  for  each  10001  they  bring  of  marriage  portion.  Three  brothers 
appointed  executors  and  guardians  to  his  children.  In  case  Anne  succeeds  to  the  Estate,  Elizabeth  to  have  20,000‘, 
and  if  Elizabeth  succeeds,  then  his  three  sisters  20,000‘  among  them.” 


WILL  AND  CODICIL  OF  FRANCIS  COCKAYNE  CUST  OF  COCKAYNE  HATLEY. 

(P.C.C.,  564,  Bevor.)  Died  December  1st,  1791. 

Whereas  much  trouble  and  inconvenience  often  arise  from  taking  accounts  of  the  goods  aud  effects  of  persons 
dying  intestate,  therefore  to  avoid  any  trivial  disputes,  of  which  I  have  seen  instances  tending  to  disturb  the  harmony 
which  has  long  been  preserved  amongst  my  nearest  relations. 

To  nephew  Lord  Brownlow  ali  share  and  interest  in  the  residue  of  the  personal  estate  of  late  mother  Lady  Cust 
and  late  brother  Peregrine  Cust. 

To  nephew  Lord  Brownlow  all  furniture,  goods,  effects,  and  personal  estate  except  money  in  Chambers  at 
Lincoln.  Law  Books  to  be  preserved  for  benefit  of  any  son  educated  in  the  Law. 

To  nephew  Lord  Brownlow  £1C00  due  on  Bond  accepted  under  will  of  my  late  Father;  Bond  to  be  cancelled. 

Mortgage  of  £5500  on  Cockayne  Hatley  estate,  £500  to  his  own  estate  as  creditor  and  £5000  to  nephew  Lord 
Brownlow. 

Plate,  furniture,  and  personal  effects  at  Cockayne  Hatley  to  Sister  Lucy. 

To  Sister  Mary,  wife  of  late  brother  Richard,  £200  and  annuities  due  under  will  of  late  brother  Peregrine. 
After  her  death  to  nephew  Lord  Brownlow'. 

Legacies  to  godsons  Hon.  Richard  Cust  and  Frederic  Francis  Baker,  also  goddaughters  Ethelred  Yorke  and 
Constance  Sarah  Reynardson,  also  Lady  Banks,  Philip  Yorke,  Jacob  Reynardson,  and  James  Evelyn. 

Residue  to  next-of-kin  Jane  Evelyn  or  daughter  Ann  Evelyn,  sister  Lucy,  niece  Ann  Reynardson  and  her 
daughter  Lucy,  late  niece  Elizabeth  Yorke  and  her  children.  Said  nephew  Lord  Brownlow,  Executor.  Dated 
14th  May  1787  (not  witnessed). 

Codicil.  Monies  bequeathed  to  late  niece  Ann  Evelyn  and  her  mother  Jane  Evelyn  to  residue  of  his  personal 
estate. 

Legacies  to  godson  Charles  Yorke  and  children  of  Lord  Brownlow  other  thau  godson  Richard.  Legacies  to 
servants,  to  the  poor  of  parishes  of  Grantham,  Cockayne  Hatley,  and  St.  George’s,  Stamford,  where  he  desires  to  be 
buried.  Legacies  to  Johu  Mantou  aud  his  sister  (Not  witnessed.) 

Although  Francis  Cust  was  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  neither  his  will  nor  the  codicil  thereto  was  witnessed.  On 
9th  December  1791  there  appeared  personally  Robert  Kelham  of  Hatton  Garden,  gent.,  and  Christopher  Johnson  of 
the  same,  gent.,  and  made  oath  that  they  knew  Francis  Cockayne  Cust  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  Esq.,  for  10  Years  and  more 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  about  the  1st  day  of  December,  and  further  knew  the  character  of  his 
handwriting. 

Sworn  before  William  Battine,  Surrogate,  and  Nathl.  Goatling,  Not.  Pub.  Proved  13th  December  1791  at 
London,  with  a  codicil,  on  the  oath  of  Brow  ulow,  Lord  Brownlow. 
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ABSTRACT  OF 


WILL  OF  PEREGRINE  CUST  OF  GREAT  GEORGE  STREET, 


WESTMINSTER. 


Dated  / tli  August  1/82;  1st  Codicil  dated  October  31st,  1781,  2nd  Codicil  same  date;  proved  February  21st,  1785. 

(P.C.C.,  71,  Ducarel.) 


To  my  nephew  the  R'  Hon.  Lord  Brownlow  £2000.  To  my  said  nephew  £3000  in  trust  for  the  sole  use  of  my 
sister  Jane  Evelyn.  To  my  sister  Lady  Cust  £3000.  To  my  aforesaid  nephew  Lord  Brownlow  £2000  iu  trust  for 
the  sole  use  of  my  niece  Anne  Reynardson.  To  my  niece  Anne  Evelyn  £1500.  To  the  15  grandchildren  of  my  late 
brother  Sir  John  Cust,  £1000  each,  viz.,  John,  Henry,  Ethel,  Frances  and  Elizabeth  Cust;  Ethel,  Elizabeth, 
Catherine  and  Jemima  Reynard  son ;  and  Simon,  John,  Brownlow,  Ethel,  Elizabeth  and  Dorothy  Yorke.  To  my  two 
brothers  Francis  Cockayne  Cust  and  Richard  Cust,  and  my  said  nephew  Lord  Brownlow,  £1000,  as  a  family  fuud  to 
be  distributed  as  they  shall  think  proper.  My  estate  known  by  the  name  of  Hampton  Court  Bridge,  in  Middlesex 
and  Surrey,  with  the  tolls  of  the  said  bridge,  and  my  estate  near  Steyning,  Sussex,  to  be  sold,  and  the  money  equally 
divided  between  my  aforesaid  two  brothers.  I  am  possessed  of  sundry  French  Life  Annuities  on  two  lives,  of  which 
my  own  is  one.  I  leave  to  the  aforesaid  Lord  Brownlow  the  annuity  on  his  life  of  1000  Livres,  and  to  my  niece 
Anne  Reynardson  the  annuity  on  her  life  by  the  name  of  Anne  Cust  of  1000  Livres.  I  leave  to  Peregrine  Bourdieu 
the  annuity  of  500  Livres,  to  Elizabeth  Seeker  the  annuity  of  500  Livres,  to  John  Manton  the  annuity  of  500  Livres, 
and  to  Mary  Oare,  late  of  Maidstone,  Kent,  the  annuity  of  603  Livres  on  their  respective  lives. 

The  residue  of  my  Life  Annuities,  viz.,  on  the  lives  o’f  John  Scawen,  junior,  of  Ryegate,  Surrey,  500  livres; 
Edward  Gregory,  son  of  the  late  Mr  Gregory  of  Harlaxton,  500  livres  ;  Colebrooke  Nesbit  and  Arnold  Nesbit  of  500 
livres  each,  sons  of  the  late  Arnold  Nesbit;  Tho3  Walpole  and  Lambert  ’Walpole,  sons  of  Tho*  Walpole,  of  500  livres- 
each;  M  ill  i  a  in  Mitford  of  500  livres;  the  Rev.  Thos  Easton  of  Barkstone  of  500  livres;  his  brother  John  Easton  of 
600  livres  ;  Rich'1  Glover,  son  of  Richd  Glover  of  London,  Merchant,  of  500  livres  ;  in  all  5100  livres,  which  I  give  to 
my  said  two  brothers  Francis  Cockayne  Cust  and  Richard  Cust,  and  my  said  sister  Lucy  Cust,  equally.  To  Lady 
Brownlow,  Mr5  Mary  Cust,  wife  of  the  Dean  of  Lincoln,  and  to  James  Evelyn,  Philip  lorke  and  Jacob  Reynardson, 
esqr%  £100  each.  To  Lady  Bankes  and  Miss  Julia  Evelyn  20  guineas  each.  To  Miss  Sarah  Savile  £100.  To  William 
Tennant  £100.  To  Francis  Burrell  Massingberd,  esq.,  £200.  To  George  Hales  £5.  To  William  Fitch  £20.  To 
William  Eccles  £200.  To  Sarah  Bostock  £50.  To  John  Seeker,  esq.,  £300.  To  Edwd  Millsou  £5.  To  John 
Manton  £300.  To  Mrs  Mary  Poey  of  Southampton  £200,  and  to  M”  Herd  of  Blank  Hall,  Waustead,  £100.  To 
Mary  Hawkins  £100.  My  leasehold  estate  in  Oxford  Street  and  Poland  Street,  also  in  Orange  Street  and  Swallow 
Street  near  Burlington  Street,  to  my  brother  Richard  Cust,  he  to  apply  the  rents  &c.  to  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  Lucy  Mary  Smith  (born  1769),  natural  daughter  of  the  aforesaid  Mary  Oare.  My  leasehold  estates  at 
Ravenhead  within  Sutton,  co.  Lancashire,  Kennington,  co.  Surrey,  and  East  Smithfield,  co.  Middlesex,  to  the  aforesaid 
Mary  Oare.  Residue  to  the  said  Lord  Brownlow  and  my  aforesaid  two  brothers,  who  I  appoint  my  Executors. 

1st  Codicil.  The  Rev.  Richard  Bassett  of  Greenwich  to  be  trustee  of  Lucy  Mary  Smith,  instead  of  Richard  Cust. 

2nd  Codicil.  To  Lucy  Cust,  daughter  of  Lord  &  Lady  Brownlow,  £1000. 


ABSTRACT  OF  WILL  OF  RICHARD  CUST,  D.D.,  DEAN  OF  LINCOLN. 

Dated  13th  June,  1780  ;  proved  17th  February,  1784.  (P.C.C.,  69,  Rockingham.) 

To  be  buried  in  the  family  vault  in  Belton  Church,  co.  Lincoln,  and  a  small  mural  Monument  with  a  short 
Inscription  to  be  erected  there.  The  covenants  of  my  marriage  settlement  to  be  carried  out,  and  after  the  death  of 
my  wife,  the  various  trust  monies  (after  my  legacies  paid)  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  brothers  Francis 
Cockayne  Cust  and  Peregrine  Cust.  On  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  Lady  Viscountess  Tyrconnell,  I  am  entitled  to  £1100, 
the  interest  of  which  I  give  to  my  wife,  and  at  her  death  the  principal  to  go  to  my  said  brothers.  To  my  wife  £500, 
also  my  coach  or  chariot,  horses,  furniture  and  pictures,  &c.,  except  the  pictures  given  me  by  my  late  brother  Sir  John 
Cust,  which  I  give  to  my  nephew  Lord  Brownlow.  Bequest  of  books  to  the  Library  of  Rochester  Cathedral.  Mv 
nephew  the  R‘  Hon.  Brownlow,  Lord  Brownlow,  and  my  aforesaid  brothers  Francis  Cockayne  Cust  and  Peregrine 
Cust  to  be  Trustees  and  Executors.  To  Christ  Church  College  and  Merton  College,  Oxford,  £100  each.  To  my 
sister  Jane  Evelyn  (after  my  wife’s  death)  £1000  trust  money,  and  if  dead,  to  her  daughter  Mil's  Ann  Evelyn  and  her 
issue,  but  if  she  should  die  without  issue,  then  to  my  aforesaid  brothers,  and  my  sister  Lucy  Cust,  remainder  in 
default  to  my  niece  M"  Anne  Reynardson.  To  the  said  Lord  Brownlow  £500.  To  my  sister  Lucy  Cust  £1000.  To 
Philip  Yorke,  esq.,  who  married  my  late  niece  Elizabeth  Yorke,  £500,  and  if  he  dies  before  receiving  it,  then  to  his 
children  by  my  said  niece.  To  Lucy  Smith,  daughter  of  Mrt  Oare,  late  of  Maidstone,  Kent,  £200.  To  the  Rev. 
Mr  John  Harris,  my  wife’s  brother,  £100.  To  Mr  Edwd  Millson  £100. 
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PAYNE. 

Dated. 

1671.  John  Payne  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Loudon,  Esq.  Proved  May,  1671.  (P.C.C.,  Duke  94.)  Devises  property 
to  son,  Edward  Payne.  Sets  aside  £80  a  year  for  his  maintenance  till  he  goes  to  St.  John’s  College, 
Oxford,  when  he  is  to  be  allowed  £150  and  more  if  necessary.  To  daughter  Elizabeth  £1,500,  if  she 
marries,  with  my  daughter  Farmer’s  permission,  otherwise  an  annuity  of  £80.  To  daughter  Katherine 
£1500.  To  sister  Farmer  £800,  for  benefit  of  daughter  Farmer.  Appoints  Lestrange  Calthorpc  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  Edward  Shelton  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  son-in-law  Thomas  Farmer,  Esq.,  Overseers  ; 
son  Edward  Executor.  During  his  minority  the  Overseers  are  to  spend  £14,000  or  £15,000  in  some 
convenient  purchase  of  land.  Leaves  £60  each  per  annum  for  education  of  daughters  Elizabeth  and 
Katherine.  Servant  Francis  Butler  to  account  to  Overseers  before  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  as 
to  what  is  due  to  him.  To  each  Attorney  in  Lord  Fanshaw’s  office  rings  of  20s.  value.  Bings  ot  £.3  to 
friends  Thomas  Leigh  and  Tuomas  Bland.  £40  to  poor  of  Saint  Sepulchre’s  parish,  old  Bailey  quarter. 
Funeral  expences  not  to  exceed  £300. 

EDWARD  PAYNE. 

1728.  Edward  Payne  of  Hough  on  the  Hill.  Admon.  with  will  annexed  to  granddaughter  Elizabeth  Payne, 
December  26th,  1743.  (Sureties,  Henry  Vernon,  Esq.,  of  Thurlow,  Suffolk,  and  her  uncle  Francis  Fane 
of  Fulbeck,  Esq.)  Legacies  to  son  and  daughter  Fane,  £100  each.  To  daughter  Jane  Gregorie  on 
marriage,  £2,000.  To  Vicar  of  Hough  to  buy  him  a  gown,  £10;  and  for  a  schoolmaster  at  Hough, 
£100.  To  sister  Welby  and  goddaughter  Selina  Welby  £10  each.  To  granddaughters  Elizabeth  and 
Etheldred  Payne  £500  each  through  their  uncles  Martin  and  William  Folkes,  EsqW  To  grandson 
Edward  Payne  £1,000  to  give  him  a  gentleman’s  education.  My  son  Thomas  Payne  Executor.  To  be 
buried  in  Hough  Chancel  between  my  first  wife  and  my  son  John.  Six  neighbouring  gentlemen  or  clergy 
to  be  bearers  at  my  funeral. 

HATCHER. 

1640.  Sib  John  Hatcher  of  Careby,  Knt.  Proved  September  3rd,  1640,  at  Lincoln.  Sons  Thomas  and  John  ; 

daughters  Anne  Heron  and  Faith;  daughter-in-law  Katherine  Hatcher;  grandchildren  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hatcher.  Kinsman,  Sir  Edward  Ayscoghe  of  South  Kelsey. 

1706.  Madam  Elizabeth  Hatcher  of  Stamford,  widow  [nee  Anderson].  Proved  March  10th,  1707-8,  at  Lincoln. 
Daughter  Mrs.  Christiau  Farmer.  Dr.  Charles  Willson  trustee. 

1734.  Mrs.  Jane  Hatcher  [nee  Hussey].  Proved  1735  at  Lincoln.  Legacies  to  sister  Pocliin’s  children, 
Mrs.  Bethia  Sherwin,  Anne  Poehin,  Charlotte  Pocliin,  George  Pochin,  Thomas  Pochin  and  his  three 
daughters,  and  to  sister  Pochiu’s  other  grandchildren  Jane  Barne,  Jane  Finley,  and  Mary  Woodcock,  and 
to  sister-in-law  Lady  Hussey,  widow  of  Sir  Edward  Hussey,  and  Sarah  Smith  his  daughter.  To  my  God¬ 
daughter  Mrs.  Jane  Cust  £o0  and  pictures  of  her  grandfather  and  grandmother  Brownlow  and  of  Viscount 
Tyrcounel.  To  Godson  Thomas  Delaval  picture  of  Sir  Thomas  Hussey.  To  the  Duchess  of  Rutland,  her 
daughter,  picture  of  Lady  Lexington.  To  Dowager  Duchess  of  Rutland  pictures  of  Lady  Sherard.  To 
Mrs.  Meliora  Ogle  pictures  of  Sir  Walter  Hawkesworth,  Mrs.  Fines,  and  her  own  picture.  To  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Scholer,  wife  of  Henry  Schoier,  £20.  To  poor  of  Caythorpe  £5.  Real  estate  that  came  from  nephew 
Sir  Henry  Hussey  to  nephew  Thomas  Pochin.  To  Lady  Anne  Bertie,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Ancaster. 
fifth  share  of  lands  in  Careby,  Hunbv,  and  Little  Betliam,  left  to  me  by  my  late  husband  Thomas  Hatcher, 
she  paying  to  my  niece  Mrs.  Catherine  Fish  £100.  Executors  Viscount  Tyrconnel  and  Thomas  Pochin. 


FOLKES. 

1508.  Symon  Folkes  of  Westley,  Waterless.  Proved  April  28th,  1508.  (P.C.C.,  Adeane  34.)  V\  ife  Margaret. 

sons  Marteyn,  Richard  and  Thomas,  daughters  Perneli,  Mary,  Audre  and  Agnes. 

1571.  Martin  Folkes  of  Westley,  co.  Cambridge.  Proved  July  8th,  1572.  (P.C.C.,  Daper  24.)  Sons  John, 

Thomas  and  William,  daughters  Joane  Willows,  Parnell  Clarke. 

1588.  Thomas  Folkes  of  Newmarket.  Proved  June  12th,  1588.  (P.C.C.,  Rutland  42.)  Brothers  John  and 

William  ffolkes,  daughter  Agnes  Goodwyn,  son-in-law  Theodore  Goodwyn. 

1591.  John  Folkes  of  Swatfham,  Bulbeck,  yeoman.  Proved  November  19th,  1591.  (P.C.C.,  Sainberbe  73.)  Soils 
Martyn,  Symon,  William,  daughters  Marie  Phillip,  Anne  Raven,  Agnes,  Margaret,  Julian,  Grace. 
Elizabeth. 

1637.  Martin  Folkes  of  Rushbrooke,  Suffolk,  yeoman.  Proved  September  2nd,  1637.  (P.C.C.,  Goare  126.)  M  ife 
Margaret,  sou  Martin  (by  1st  wife),  Thomas  and  Symon,  daughters  Judith,  Margaret,  and  Elizabeth. 
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Dated. 

1665.  Martin  Folkes  of  Rnslibrooke.  Proved  September  2nd,  1676.  (P.C.C.,  Hale  31.)  Wife  Elizabeth,  son* 
Martin,  Edward,  Simon,  Thomas,  daughters  Elizabeth  Reeve,  Judith  Dickenson,  Anne. 

1705.  Martin  Folkes  of  Millington,  Norfolk.  Proved  April  2nd,  170G.  (P.C  C.,  Edes  158.)*  Wife  Dorothy, 
sons  Martin,  William  and  Henry,  daughter  Elizaheth,  brothers  Simon  and  Thomas  ffolkes,  sister  Challis,. 
brothers  and  sisters  in-law  Rev.  Dr.  William  W  ake,  ....  Stuart  and  their  wives,  niece  Elizabeth  Lord. 


HOVELL. 

1540-1.  AVilliam  Smyth,  nls.  Hovell  of  Ashfield  Magna.  Proved  March  7th,  1540-1.  (Arch.  Sudb.  Poope,  183.) 

Wife  Joan,  sons  William  and  John,  daughters  Amy  James,  Joan  Salter,  grandchildren  Richard  William 
Hugh  and  Catherine  Smyth,  son  and  daughter  of  Wlljiam  Smyth,  Joan  and  Margaret  Slater,  Margaret 
and  Christian,  daughters  of  John  Smyth. 

1582.  “  William  Hovell,  als.  Smythe  de  Houglilie,  co.  Suff.,  gent.”  Proved  May  1583.  (Arch.  Sudb.)  Son* 
Richard  and  Hugh  Hovell,  grandchildren,  children  of  daughters  of  Katherine  Wrodegate,  Margaret 
Debeneye.  Elizabeth  Smythe,  and  children  of  Richard  my  sonne. 

1596.  Hugh  Hovell,  als.  Smyth  of  Hawleigh.  Proved  April,  1597.  (Arch.  Sudb.  Blomefeilde,  230.)  Wife  Mary, 
son  Richard,  daughters  Martha,  Dorothy,  Elizabeth,  and  Anne  Back. 

1608.  Richard  Hovell  of  Hillington,  Esq.  Proved  February  12th,  1611-12.  (P.C.C.,  Fenner  14.)  Wife 

Margaret,  sons  Richard  and  Anthony,  daughters  Bridget  Moothe,  Margaret  de  la  Haye,  Anne  Jolly, 
Margery,  son-in-law  George  Fiske. 

1649.  Richard  Hovell  of  Hillington,  Esq.  Proved  June  28th,  1653.  (P.C.C.,  Brent  13.)  Sons  Sir  Richard 

Hovell  and  William  Hovell. 

1669.  Sir  William  Hovell  of  Hillington,  Knight.  Proved  February  13th,  1670-1.  (P.C.C.,  Duke  13.)  Wife 
Dame  Etheldred,  mother  Dame  Dorothy,  daughters  Clemence,  Dorothy  and  Etheldred,  brother  Richard 
Hovell. 

1683.  Dame  Etheldred  Hovell,  widow  of  Sir  William  Hovell.  Proved  February  3rd,  1683-4.  (P.C.C.,  Hare 
135.)  Daughter  Clemence,  wife  of  Charles  Stuart,  Esq.,  Dorothie,  wife  of  Martin  Folks,  Esq.,  and  Ethel¬ 
dred  Hovell,  John  Anguish,  Esq.,  and  kinsman  Thomas  Covel,  guardians  to  Etheldred. 


LILLY. 

1652.  Will  of  Cicely  Mann  of  South  Lynn,  widow.  Proved  June  25th,  1653.  (P.C.C.,  Brent  11.)  Daughters 

Margery,  wife  of  Benjamin  Estey,  Clemence,  wife  of  Thomas  Lilly,  Cecily,  wife  of  Thos.  Hodson  ;  nieces 
Etheldred  Estey,  Etheldred  Lilly,  Etheldred  Hodson ;  nephews  5  Esteys,  2  Hodsons. 

1660.  Will  of  Thomas  Lilly  of  South  Lynn.  Proved  November  9th,  1662.  (P.C.C.,  Laud  142.)  Wife  Clemence, 
daughter  Etheldred,  uncles  Thomas  Lilly  of  Whepsted,  John  Lilly  of  St.  Edmund  Bury,  mother-in-law 
Cicely  Mann  deceased,  aunts  Chesou  and  Thoroughgood,  brother  Estie,  cousins  AA'm.  Covell,  Thos.  Barne- 
wall,  Anne  Hasteed,  Rose  Greene,  Seth  Estie,  Wm.  Mayer,  AYm.  Garrard,  Etheldred  Goddard,  Joshua 
Greene,  Esq. 

1663.  Will  of  Clemens  Lilly,  widow  of  Thomas  Lilly,  gentleman.  Proved  December  2nd,  1664.  (P.C.C.,  Bruce 

131.)  Daughter  Dame  Etheldred  Hovell ;  grandchild  Clemens  Hovell ;  sisters  Margery  Eastye,  Cicely 
Hodson ;  aunts  Alice  Hawley,  Alice  Thorowgood ;  cousins  Will  May,  Rose  Greene,  Seth  Hawley,  Seth 
Garrett,  Susan  Culham. 

ANDERSON. 

1653.  Sir  Henry  Anderson  of  Pendly.  Proved  August  12tli,  1653.  (P.C.C.,  Breut  378.)  Legacies  to  wife 

Dame  Gertrude  Anderson  executrix,  furniture  of  two  rooms,  coach,  four  coach  horses,  all  plate,  half  the 
linen.  To  mother  Mary  Anderson  £10  for  a  ring.  To  daughter  Elizabeth  £2000  more  than  I  have 
formerly  given  her  To  sisters  Paten  [Peyton]  AA’arren,  Bridget  Anderson,  and  brothers  Robert  and  Jolm 
Anderson  £5  each  for  rings.  To  cousin  John  Bow}-er  £10  for  mourning,  and  my  best  mare  or  gelding. 
To  Mr.  Moses  Lee  £20  for  mourning.  To  Airs.  Lydia  Bycraft  £100.  To  Anne  Price  and  Elizabeth 
Bettam  £20  each.  To  Sir  Brockett  Spencer  of  Offley,  Bart.,  AA'illiam  Bowyer  of  Denham,  Esq.,  and 
Henry  Caesar  of  Benington,  £10  each.  To  cousins  Thomas  Bowyer  of  the  Old  Jury  and  Richard  Hall  £5 
each.  Charges  son  Richard  Anderson  to  choose  for  his  guardians  Sir  Brockett  Spencer,  Air.  AYilliam 
Bowyer,  Air.  Henry  Csesar,  and  my  dear  wife. 


*  These  wills  and  those  following  of  the  Hovell  family  will  be  found  printed  at  length  (from  the  copies  of  them, 
made  for  this  work)  in  ‘  Suffolk  Alanorial  Families,’  by  J.  J.  Muskett. 
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FANE  OF  FULBECK. 

Sir  Thomas  Fane  ofp^Mary,  dan.  and  heir  of  Henry  Nevill,  Baron  Abergavenny, 


Badsell,  Kent. 


Baroness  Le  Despencer. 


I 


Francis  Fane,  Lord  Le  Despencer,  created  Earl  of^pMary,  dau.  and  heir  of  Sir  Anthony 
Westmorland.  .  I  Mildmay  of  Apethorpe. 


Mildraay  Fane,  2nd  Earlp=G race,  dau.  of  Sir  Sir  Francis  Fane  of-pElizabeth,  dau.  of — John,  3rd  Lord  Darcy  and 
of  Westmorland.  William  Thorn-  Fulbeck,  K.B.,  died  William  \Y  est  of  Meynell.  1st  husband. 

Fhrbeck,  Yorks. 


hurst. 


D'.80.  2nd  husband. 


Elizabeth,  dau  —Charles  Fane,  3rd  =  Dorothy,  dau.  of  Yere  Fane,  4tli-pRachel,  dau. 


and  heir  of  Earl  of  West-  Robert  Brude-  Earl  of  West- 
Charles  Nokes.  morland,  died  s.p.  nell,  Earl  of  Car-  morland,  died 
1st  wife.  1691.  digan.  2nd  wife.  1693. 


and  heir  of 
John  Bence. 


Sir  Franeis=pHannah,  dau. 
Fane,  K.B  |  of  John  Rush- 
worth. 


Francis  Fanep^Dorothy,  dau.  of  Henry  Fane  of=pAnne,  dau.  of  BeatapPRev.  Edward  Fane=Catharme,  dau.  of 

-  '  ~  “  '  of  Fulbeck,  died  Edward  Storer, 

1737.  M.D.  2nd  wife. 


of  Fulbeck, 

Sir  Henrv  Heron 

Henburv,  died 

Thomas 

1st 

died  1709. 

of  Cressy. 

1726. 

Scrope. 

wife. 

Elizabeth,  dau.=Francis  Fane=Jane,  dau.  of 
ofEdward  Payne  of  Fulbeck,  Sir  Richard 
of  Hough.  1st  died  1758,  Cust,  Bart, 
wife.  s.p.  2nd  wife. 


Thomas  Fane,  8thp=Elizabeth  Henry  Fans 


Earl  of  Westmor¬ 
land,  died  1771. 


Swy  in- 
mer. 


of  Wornis- 
lev. 


Rev.  Edward 
Fane  of  Ful¬ 
beck,  died 
1760. 


! 


Vere  Fane,  5th  Thomas  Fane, =Catherine,  John  Fane,  7th=Mary,  dau.  Maryp^Sir  Francis  Catberine-pW  illiam 
Earl  of  West-  6th  Earl  of  dau.  and  Earl  of  West-  and  heir  of  Fane.  Dashwood,  !  Paul  of 

morland,  died  Westmorland,  heir  of  morland,  died  Lord  Bart. 

1699,  s.p.  died  1736,  s.p.  Thomas  1762,  s.p.  Henry 

Stringer.  Cavendish. 


Bray- 

wick. 


|  I 

Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Bart.,=Sarah,  dau.  and  coheir  Rachel,  “  Baroness=Sir  Robert 
M.P.,  Baron  Le  Despencer,  of  George  Gould.  Le  Despencer.”  Austen, 

died  1781,  s.p.  leg.  Bart. 


Catheriue-pSir  William 
Stapleton. 


Sir  Thomas  Stapleton-pMary,  dau.  of  Henry  Fane  of  Wornisley. 


Thomas  Stapleton,  Baron  Le  DespencerpPElizabeth,  dau.  of  Samuel  Eliot  of  Antigua. 


Mary  Frances  Stapleton,  Baroness  Le  DespencerpPEvelyn  Boscawen,  Viscount  Falmouth. 

i 
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EVELYN  OF  GODSTONE  AND  FELBRIDGE. 


Rose  Williams.  1st  wife-p-George  Evelyn  of  Kingston  and  Godstoue=pJoan  Stint.  2nd  wife. 


John  Evelyn  of  Kingston-pElizabetli  Stevens.  Robert  Evelyn  of  Virginia, 
and  Godstone.  i 


I 

Richard  Evelyn  of: 
Wotton. 


George  Evelyn  of  West-rElizabeth  Rivers.  Sir  John  Evelyn  of=pThomaziue  Williams.  John  Evelyn  of  Saves 


Dean. 


Godstone. 


I 


Court. 


Sir  John  Evelyn=pElizabeth 


I 


of  West  Dean. 


Cocks. 


Sir  John  Evelyn  Margaret  Webb  .^George  Evelyn  of  Nutfield,=Frances 
of  Godstone. 


1st  wife. 


died  1699. 


Bromhall. 
2nd  wife. 


Elizabeth=pRobert  Pierrepoint  of  Thoresby. 

✓  S 

Dukes  of  Kingston. 


Edward  Evelyn  of  Felbridge,^ Julia  Butler,  dau.  of  James,  2nd 
born  1681;  died  1751.  Duke  of  Ormonde;  married 

I  1713;  died  1771. 


Annabella,  dau.  of  Thomas  Medley^James  Evelyn  of  Felbridge^Jane,  dau.  of  Sir  Richard  Cust  ;=Francis  Fane  of 


of  Buxted;  died  1758.  1st  wife. 


born  1718;  died  1793. 


married  1761;  died  1791.  2nd  Fulbeck.  1st 
wife.  husband. 


Sir  George  Shuckburgh,-]- Julia  Annabella  Evelyn,  born  1757; 
9th  Baronet.  I  died  1797  ;  heiress. 


Anne  Evelyn,  born  1767  ;  accidentally  burned 
to  death  1790. 


Julia  Shuckburgh  Evelyn = Charles  Jenkinson,  3rd  Earl  of  Liverpool. 
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Abbot,  Mr..  204. 

Abercrombie.  Gen..  171. 

Alibert.  Mr.,  179,  188. 

Allen,  Mr.,  107. 

Mr.,  94. 

Amelia,  Princess.  77,  243,  244,  245,  247. 

Ancaster.  Duke  of,  2,  12, 14,35.  41,49,  50,  152.  196 — 199, 
297—299,  303,  308,  315. 

Duchess  of,  2. 

Anderson,  Sir  Henry,  19. 

Sir  Richard,  20. 

Andrews,  Mr..  145. 

Anstey,  Christopher,  44. 

Anstruther,  Gen.,  38. 

Archer,  Mrs.,  190. 

Argyll,  Duke  of,  132. 

Armytage.  Sir  George,  57. 

Lady,  258. 

Arnold,  Mr.,  1S8. 

Ashdo.n,  Mr.,  4. 

Atkina,  Mr.,  228. 

Atwell,  Dr..  2S2. 

Aufrere,  Air.,  13. 

2Jiss<  109. 

AUGUSTA,  PRINCESS  OF  WALES. 

Laidy,  155. 


B 

Bacon,  Edward.  57,  58. 

Francis,  2,  9,  41,  44,  89,  133,  268,  270,  273. 
Francis,  jun.,  260,  268. 

Miss.  148. 

BAKER,  Dr.  (SIR)  GEORGE. 

Ball,  Mr.,  202. 

Baltimore,  Lord,  38,  124. 

Bankes,  Frances,  114. 

Sir  Henry,  114. 

Mr..  201.  202,  299. 

Bareblock,  Mrs.,  280. 

Barford,  William,  222,  223. 

Bargrave.  Mr.,  223. 

Barker,  Mr.,  233. 

Barlow,  Mr.,  287,  290. 

Barnard.  Edward,  10,  175.  176. 

Governor,  205. 

Sir  John.  29. 

Barnes,  Robert,  253,  261,  272. 

Baron,  Miss,  10. 

Barre,  Colonel  Isaac,  64,  75.  81,  82,  95.  98,  106,  107. 
Bai’rington.  Viscount,  52,  57,  60,  92,  104,  107,  111,  181, 
211,  283,  290—295,  301—308,  312,  315. 


Bateman,  Sir  James,  224. 

Bath,  Earl  of,  128,  149. 

Bathurst,  Allen,  Lord.  131,  156,  163. 

Henry.  38,  49,  55,  57,  127,  128,  132. 

Battie,  Dr.,  269. 

Bavaria,  Elector  of,  28,  31. 

Bayley,  Sir  Nicholas,  157. 

Beckford,  William,  45,  64,  75,  87,  96,  106,  159,  180 
283. 

Bedford,  Duke  of,  38,  82,  264. 

Bell,  William,  D.D.,  77,  78,  244,  245. 

Bendloes,  Mr.,  202. 

Bentley,  Dr.,  11.  \ 

Beresford,  Mrs.,  133. 

Bernard,  Sir  Robert,  275,  281. 

Berridge,  Stephen,  49. 

*  Bertie,  Lord  Brownlow,  304. 

Lord  Robert,  240. 

Best,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  161. 

Birch,  Ethelred  Anne,  114. 

Katherine  Sarah,  114. 

Thomas,  114. 

Wyrley,  114. 

Blackborne.  Lovett.  113,  181,  188. 

Blackstone,  Dr.  (M.P.),  95. 

Bladen  family,  161. 

Blakeney,  Admiral,  162. 

Blomer,  Captain,  157. 

Bloodworth,  Mr.,  195. 

Mrs.,  160. 

Bolingbroke,  Lord,  149. 

Bolton,  Duchess  of,  16. 

Bolton  (Boulton),  Capt.,  299,  300,  319,  320. 

Henry,  50. 

Bonfoy,  Mr.,  221. 

Boone.  Daniel,  41, 135,  139,  140,  150,  154,  155,  163. 
Boothby,  Mr.,  44. 

Bould,  Miss,  258. 

Bouquett,  Dr.,  11. 

Bourdieu.  Mr.,  314. 

Bowers,  Benj.,  309. 

John,  309. 

Bowler,  Mr.,  42. 

Braddock,  Gen.,  48. 

Bragg.  Mr.,  190,  249,  250,  251,  256. 

Brereton.  Mr.,  305. 

Brett,  Mrs.,  2,  36,  136,  143. 

Briggs,  Richard,  261. 

Bristol,  Earl  of,  214,  215,  250. 

Brocklesby,  Dr.  Richard,  71. 

Broomhead,  Benjamin,  309. 

Broughton,  Sir  Thomas,  1 10. 

Brown,  Major,  312. 

Mr.,  284,  305. 

I  Brownlow,  Alice,  Lady,  2,  3,  41. 
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Brownlow — rout  in  tied. 

Dorothy,  Lady,  20,  12. 

William,  4 1 . 

Brudenell.  Mr.,  jr>7. 

Brunett.  Miss,  L'». 

Brunswick.  Princess  of.  DO. 

Buck.  Sir  Charles  and  Lady,  44,  197,  208. 
Buckinghamshire,  John  Ilobart,  Earl  of,  118. 
Duckworth.  Sir  Everard,  JO,  181,  299,  300,  319. 
Bugg,  llev.  .lohn.  10. 

Burbridge.  John.  201. 

Burke,  Edmund,  75,  SO— 82,  80,  93,  97,  105—109. 

William,  lol. 

Burlington,  Lord.  22,  238. 

Burnaby.  Mr.,  223. 

Burton,  Mr.,  195,  204. 

Bussy,  Marshal.  195. 

Butcher,  Hastwell.  83,  248,  261. 

BUTE,  JOHN  STUART,  EARL  OF. 

Butler,  Lady  Elizabeth.  53. 

Byng,  Admiral,  40,  48,  57,  160,  102,  163,  165,  170. 
Byrom.  John,  12. 


C 

■Caesar,  Sir  Charles,  20. 

Sir  Julius,  20. 

Calcraft,  John.  76,  S3,  124.  151,  249,  253,  257,  201,  283. 
Calthorpe.  Miss,  196,  197. 

Cambrey,  Mr.,  308. 

Camden,  Earl  of.  SO.  81.  86.  98.  105,  263. 

Campbell,  Lord  Frederick,  95. 

Canning,  Mr.,  139.  148. 

Carderington,  Mr.,  42,  43. 

Carew,  Thomas,  122. 

Carlile,  Mr.,  6. 

Caroline  Matilda,  Princess,  39,  75. 

Carr,  Mrs.,  4. 

Carrington,  Mr..  154. 

Cartwright,  Charles.  145,  239,  249,  272,  279,  286. 

Miss,  5,  109,  193,  240. 

Carysfort.  Lord.  180. 

Cavendish,  Henry,  185. 

Lord  John.  97,  111. 

Cawson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  8. 

Cayley,  William,  224. 

Cecil.  Lady  Margaret.  149. 

Chadwick,  Miss  J.,  286. 

Chamber,  John,  15. 

Chaplin,  Lady  Betty,  80S. 

Mrs.,  135. 

Chapman,  Mr.,  12. 

Charles  Edward,  Prince,  33 — 35. 

Charles  VI..  Emperor,  28. 

Charlotte,  Queen,  50.  65,  74,  88,  195,  200,  201. 

Charlton,  Mr..  148,  196. 

Chase,  Chub.  13. 

Chatham.  William  Pitt.  Earl  of  ( see  also  PITT),  86,  87, 
105,  109,  263,  264. 

Cheere,  Mr..  125. 

Chelsholme.  Rev.,  274. 

Chesterfield.  Earl  of,  95. 

Cholmeley.  Mrs..  800. 

Churchill,  Charles,  06,  243. 

Clarke,  John,  259. 

Mr.,  136,  151,  161. 

Clayton,  Mr..  304. 

Cleveland.  Duke  of.  138. 

Clifford.  Charles  Boyle,  Lord,  22. 

Clive,  Sir  Edward.  104. 

Cobham.  Viscount.  33.  39,  136. 

Cockayne.  Elizabeth  (Cust),  3. 

Miss  Elizabeth,  3. 

John,  3. 

Mrs.  Richard,  3. 

Samuel.  3,  4,  25,  27,  36,  119. 


Codringtoti,  Mr.,  203. 

Coldham,  Murdock,  26. 

Colebrooke,  Sir  George,  1 10,  206. 

Sir  James,  1 10.  182. 

Miss  Mary,  110. 

Robert.  223.  220. 

Coleman,  Mr.,  223. 

Colville,  Lord,  184. 

Conway,  Henry  Seymour,  57,  70,  75,  77,  79,  95 — 97. 
Cook,  Mr.,  1 48. 

Cooke,  Augustine,  261. 

Cooper,  Rev.  R.,  10,  238. 

William,  261. 

Corbet,  Mr..  1 1 7. 

Cornwall,  Velters,  59.  213. 

Cornwallis,  Lord,  80. 

Cosby,  Mrs..  174. 

Coventry,  Lady  Anne,  153,  177. 

Cowper,  Mr.,  96. 

Cowsell,  Mr..  253,  254,  256. 

Cox,  Mr  ,  314. 

Crabtree.  Mr.,  100,  150,  190,  235,  251,  257. 

Craven,  Lord,  11. 

Crespigny,  Mr.,  131. 

Cressett,  James.  40,  142. 

Croft,  Mrs.,  147. 

Crofts,  Mr.,  136. 

Cromwell,  Oliver.  206. 

Crosbie,  Captain.  52,  305,  309—312. 

Cullum,  Sir  John.  114. 

Cumberland.  Duke  of,  49,  125,  219. 
j  Cumbrev,  Harry.  49. 

Curry,  5lichael.  106. 

CUST,  ANNE.  LADY. 

ANNE. 

BROWNLOW  E. 

DOROTHY.  ' 

ELIZABETH. 

ELIZABETH  (YORKE). 

ETHELRED,  LADY. 

Ethelred  Anne,  113. 

FRANCIS. 

•  JANE  {see  also  Fane,  Evelyn). 

Jocosa  Katherine,  113. 

SIR  JOHN. 

LUCY. 

PEREGRINE. 

Sir  Pury.  3. 

Sir  Richard,  1,  114 
RICHARD. 

Richard  (infant),  28. 

SAVILE  COCKAYNE. 

William,  1,  6,  7,  9,  28,  29,  30,  34. 

Cuzzoni,  Mrs.,  46,  47. 


D  • 

Dalston,  Sir  George,  312. 

Dampier.  Dr..  243. 

Dance,  Mrs.,  160. 

Danvers,  Mr.,  122. 

Dartmouth.  Earl  of,  98. 

Darwin,  Mrs.,  173,  197.  250. 
Dashwood.  Aunabelia.  53. 
DASHWOOD,  SIR  FRANCIS. 
Mary,  Lady,  53. 

Sir  Samuel,  53,  225. 
Major,  309. 

Davers,  Captain  Thomas,  7,  8. 
Davies,  Owen,  159. 

Dawes,  Mrs.,  119. 

Dawson,  Mrs.,  151. 

Dayrell,  Mrs..  2. 

Deard,  Mr.,  166,  192.  193. 

Deene,  Mr.,  271 . 

i  De  Grey,  William,  23,  27,  201,  217. 
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Delany.  Mrs.,  2. 

Denbigh,  Earl  of,  272. 

Denmark,  Crown  Prince  of,  75. 

Queen  of,  142. 

Derby,  Earl  of.  258. 

Devonshire,  Duke  of,  12,  73,  187,  189,  219,  221. 
Dewick,  Mr.,  251. 

Dickens,  Dr.,  1 1 . 

Digby.  Miss  Harriot,  109. 

Dilman,  Mr.,  154,  155. 

Dimock,  Dr..  106. 

Dixon,  Mrs..  192. 

Dizper,  Mr.,  288. 

Dodington,  Bubb,  37,  53,  171. 

Dodsley,  Mr.,  137. 

Dolben,  Sir  William,  277. 

Doneraile,  Lord,  129. 

Doshire,  Mr.,  1  HO. 

Douglas,  Captain.  117. 

Colonel,  104,  292,  296. 

James,  40,  129. 

Mr.,  117,  125. 

Dove,  Mr.,  308. 

Dowdeswell.  Charles,  86,  92,  95 — 97. 

Downe,  Lord,  304. 

D’Oyly,  Col.  Charles,  104,  291. 

Drake,  Sir  Francis,  195. 

Draper,  Mr.,  305. 

Drax,  Mr.,  M.P.,  38,  127. 

Drewry,  Mr.,  304. 

Drury,  Jocosa  Katherine,  see  Oust. 

Sir  Thomas,  1 13. 

Dupin,  Mr.,  152. 

Mrs.,  197. 

Duval,  Mr.,  160. 

Dysart.  Earl  of,  84,  85. 

Dyson,  Jeremiah.  60,  97. 


E 

Easton.  Mr..  112,  228,  277. 

Mr.  F.,  240. 

Rev.  Richard,  41,  44,  59,  134,  161,  173,  175, 
231,  241.  257. 

T.,  273. 

Edgecombe,  Lord,  162. 

Edlin,  Henry,  305. 

Edwin,  Mr.,  1 18. 

Eeles,  William,  279. 

Eglinton.  Lord,  195. 

Egmont.  Catherine,  Countess  of,  149. 

John  Perceval,  1st  Earl  of,  38. 

EGMONT,  JOHN  PERCEVAL.  2nd  EARL  OF. 
Egremont,  Earl  of,  67,  68,  221. 

Eld  red,  Mr..  141,  145,  151. 

Elizabeth.  Princess,  46. 

Elliot,  Capt.  John,  51. 

Mr.,  96. 

Ellis,  Mr.,  208. 

Elmshurst,  Mr.,  304. 

Erskine,  Sir  Henry,  38. 

Mr.,  132. 

Evelyn,  Dolly,  279. 

James,  53,  88,  188,  192,  202. 

Jane  (Cust),  16,  53,  84,  197,  202,  203,  279. 
Julia,  53. 

Julia  Annabella,  53. 

Exeter,  Countess.of,  2,  41.  148. 

Lord,  308. 


F 

Fallewall,  Bell.,  250. 
Fallowlield,  Mr.,  163. 
Falmouth,  Viscount,  237. 


Fane,  Dorothy.  20,  42. 

Elizabeth,  9.  42,  134.  147. 

Francis,  16,  20,  42,  43,  164 — 169,  304. 

Jane  (Cust),  16,  42,  53,  123.  127,  130.  135,  141. 
143,  190,  192—194. 

Fansbaw,  Dr.,  236. 

Farmer.  Mrs.,  22,  197. 

Miss.  22,  26. 

Fazakerley,  Mr.,  137. 

Ferdinand,  Prince,  185. 

Ferrers,  Lord,  177,  178. 

Field,  Jonathan.  50,  209. 

Fielding,  Justice,  154.  239. 

Fish,  Mrs.  Osborne,  22,  26. 

Fitzroy.  Lady  Augustus,  262. 

Fletcher.  Mr.,  258. 

Folkes,  Henry,  113,  138. 

Martin,  19,  20. 

Martin,  F.R.S.,  20. 

Rishton,  201. 

William,  11,  20,  21,  54,  89,  196,  201.  219,  269. 
FORSTER,  SAMUEL. 

Fortroy.  Mr.,  157. 

Foster,  Capt.,  236. 

Fowler,  John,  50. 

Dr.,  243. 

Mr.,  304. 

Fox,  Charles  James,  103. 

Henry,  38,  40,  48,  55,  65,  76,  77,  132,  143,  15. 

—159,  164. 

Mrs.,  4. 

Francis,  Sir  Philip,  76. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  80 — 82. 

Fraser,  Anne.  Lady,  20,  23,  42,  76,  130,  136. 
FREDERICK,  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 

Sir  Charles,  103,  287-289,  292,  294. 
Freeman.  Mrs.,  203. 

Fuentes,  Count  de,  216. 

Fulbeck,  Mr.,  306. 

Fuller,  Mr.,  M.P.,  97,  186. 

Mr.  Harry,  200. 

Fydell.  John.  103. 

Richard,  203,  204,  233,  288,  290,  291 


G 

Gage,  Lord.  126. 

Gainsborough,  Earl  of,  33. 

Thomas,  44. 

Gardiner.  Mrs.,  304,  305,  309,  320. 

Garnar,  James,  173. 

John,  116,  173,  261,  268. 

Mrs.  John,  98,  197,  218. 

Wildbore,  261. 

Garner,  Francis.  44,  250. 

Garrick.  David,  72. 

Gates,  Thomas,  19. 

Gell,  Mr.,  196. 

George  II..  28,  34,  48,  55. 

GEORGE  III. 

George,  Dr.,  12. 

Gerv.  Rev.,  274. 

GIBERT.  REV.  HENRY. 

Gilbert,  Thomas,  76,  98. 

Mr.,  260. 

Glazier,  William,  309. 

Glover,  Phillips,  49,  50,  300,  305,  309—312.  320.  321. 

Richard,  56,  57,  207,  208. 

Glynn.  Dr..  223. 

Serjt.,  106,  107. 

Godfrey,  Mr.,  162,  164. 

Goodere,  Mr..  161. 

Goodricke.  Miss,  160. 

Gordon,  Sir  John.  111. 

Gorges.  Lord  and  Lady,  285. 

Gould,  Mrs.,  320. 
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Gower,  Lady,  167. 

Gozna,  Mr.,  146,  261. 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  77,  86,  01,  92,  105,  112,  262,  277,  282. 
GRANBY,  MARQUESS  OF. 

Grantham,  Corporation  of,  83,  88,  89. 

Granville,  John  Carteret,  Earl  of,  28. 

Greathead,  Lady  Mary,  130. 

Green,  Rev.  John,  3. 

John,  50,  296,  304. 

Greening,  Mr.,  165. 

Gregory,  George  de  Ligne,  49.  200,  208. 

Mrs.,  275,  276.  - 
William,  299,  303.  319,  320. 

Grenville  family,  38,  92,  127. 

GRENVILLE,  GEORGE. 

James,  70. 

Greville,  Lady  Mary,  153. 

Grey,  William,  233. 

Grosvenor,  Lord,  201. 

Groves,  Mrs.,  2,  8,  13,  273. 

Grundy,  Mr.,  322. 

Guilford,  Countess  of,  2. 

Earl  of,  41,  73,  151,  196—198,  203,  212,  242. 


H 

Halifax,  Earl  of.  67,  75,  106,  236,  237,  241. 

Hall,  Mr.,  268,  270. 

Hallam,  Robert,  211. 

Hamilton,  Charles.  37. 

Mr.,  128,  143. 

Hanson,  Mrs.,  197. 

Harcourt.  Lord,  195. 

Hardie  alias  Cartwright,  Chas..  2S6. 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of,  41,  131,  180,  263. 

Harley,  Lord  Mayor,  71,  92.  94,  101. 

Hon.  Thomas,  308  ;  see  also  Oxford. 

Harper,  Mr.,  152. 

Harrington,  Mr.,  270. 

Harris,  Miss  Mary.  87. 

Harrison,  Mr.,  221. 

Harte,  Mr.,  243. 

Hasledine,  Valentine,  5,  118,  124,  127.  135,  140,  148, 
152. 

Dr.,  152,  197,  277,  279. 

Miss,  44,  165,  200. 

Hastie,  Mr.,  88. 

Hastings,  Warren,  119. 

Hatcher,  Elizabeth,  19. 

Jacomina,  20. 

John,  19. 

John,  20. 

Thomas,  20. 

Capt.  Thomas,  19. 

Hatsell,  Mr..  111. 

Hawke,  Admiral,  50,  51,  100. 

Hawkins.  Dr.,  135. 

Hay,  Dr.,  75.  96. 

Mr.,  240,  280. 

Hayter,  Bishop,  217. 

Haywood,  Mr.,  239. 

Heathcote,  Sir  Gilbert,  103,  289. 

Lady  Margaret,  289. 

Mr.,  275. 

Heaton,  Rev.  Henry,  3,  5,  6. 

Heberden,  Dr..  218. 

Heneage.  Mr.,  304. 

Henley,  Lord,  220.  231,  232. 

Henry,  Prince,  129,  288. 

Herbert.  Mrs.,  47. 

Heron,  Sir  Henry,  20,  42. 

Mr.,  44. 

Hertford,  Earl  of.  19.  71. 

Hewut.  Sergeant.  95,  233. 

Hickey,  Joseph.  91. 

Hill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  285. 


Hillsborough,  Lord,  262. 
Hinchingbrook,  Lord,  281. 
Hobart,  Mr.,  192. 

Mrs.,  197,  234. 
Hockley,  Mrs.,  278. 

Hogarth,  William,  83,  249. 
Holdernessc,  Earl  of,  36,  212. 
Holland,  Lord,  276. 

Holmes,  William,  155,  160. 
Holt,  John,  261. 

Horne,  Parson,  109,  286. 
Hourd,  Richard,  207. 

Hovell,  Sir  William,  20. 
Howe,  Lord,  171. 

Hugonin,  187. 

Hulse,  Sir  Edward,  27. 

Hume,  Dr.,  218. 

Huntsman,  Mrs.,  199. 

Hurst,  Mr.,  21,  83,  146,  249. 
Hussey,  Mr.,  37,  95,  98. 
Hutcheson,  Mr.,  132. 
Hutchinson,  Rev.,  274. 

Mr.,  257. 

Huthwaite,  Samuel,  59. 


J 

Jackson,  Mr.,  200,  206. 

James,  Dr.,  125. 

Jefferies,  Mr.,  262. 

Jenkinson,  Charles,  17,  91,  95,  96,  277,  278,  280. 
Jewell,  Henry,  9,  10, 

Jodrell,  Paul,  41,  143,  144,  150,  184. 

Johnson,  Ensign,  304,  305,  309. 

Jones.  Cheret,  236. 


K 

Kearsley,  Mr..  91,  280. 

Keck,  Mr.,  97. 

Keene,  Dr.,  218. 

Kelham,  Robert,  17,  136,  141,  288. 

Miss,  4. 

Kelly,  Dr.  John,  89,  91,  185.  219,  247,  265,  267,  269, 
270,  273,  277,  279.  280. 

Mrs.,  196,  217,  239. 

Mr.,  267. 

Kennicott,  Dr.,  234. 

Kewley,  Mr.,  250,  253,  256,  265. 

Key,  John,  50. 

Capt.,  313,  320. 

Kilmarnock,  Lord,  125. 

Kilmore,  Bishop  of,  263. 

King.  Capt.,  127. 

Kingston,  Duke  of,  175,  257. 

Kippis,  Benjamin,  43,  147,  1S6,  196,  202,  218,  233,  235. 
Knipe,  Mr.,  280. 

Knowles,  Admiral,  7,  34,  129. 


L 

Langton,  Dean,  200. 

Lascelles,  Edwin,  57,  58. 

La  wry,  Dr.,  6. 

Le  Despencer,  Baron,  43,  53. 

Lee,  Sir  George.  39,  48,  132,  143,  144,  150,  154,  155, 157, 
160,  162. 

Chief  Justice,  210. 

Hon.  Robert,  90. 

Leeson,  Lr.,  313. 

William,  40. 

Legge,  Henry  Bilson,  56. 

Legrand,  Mr.,  236. 

Leigh,  Mr.,  278,  279. 
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Leman,  Anna  Margaretta,  Lady,  36. 
Lennox,  Lady  Sarah.  195. 

Lenton,  Cornelius,  241,  242. 

Lestock.  Admiral,  38. 

Levinz,  Mrs..  130. 

Ligonier,  Lord,  228. 

Lilie,  Miss.  285,  286. 

Lilly,  Thomas.  20. 

Mr..  44. 

Lincoln,  Bishop  of.  12,  202. 

Earl  of,  175. 

Litleton.  Mr.,  283. 

Liverpool.  Countess  of.  53. 

Lloyd.  Sir  Richard.  162. 

Locke,  Mr.,  229. 

Lockyer,  Mr.,  245,  279. 

London,  Bishop  of,  217. 

Long,  Sir  James,  20. 

Sir  Robert,  226. 

Mr.,  153. 

Louisa,  Princess,  46. 

Lovat,  Lord.  125. 

Lovell,  C.  and  D..  8. 

Loyd,  Mr.,  265. 

Lucas,  Anthony,  253. 

Ludlow.  Lord,  275,  281. 

Lund,  Mr.,  304. 

Luttrell,  Col.  Henry,  94,  108. 
Lyttelton.  George.  Lord,  81,  263,  264. 
Hon.  Thomas,  94. 


M 

Maccaulay.  Mrs.,  283. 

Macclesfield.  Countess  of,  36. 

Maddock,  Rev.  — ,  274. 

Malpas,  Lord.  303. 

Manchester,  Duke  of,  238,  274. 

William,  Duke  of,  17,  92,  117,  118,  140.  175, 
189,  206,  275. 

Mandeville,  Lord.  174,  190,  320. 

Mann,  Sir  Horace,  104. 

Mr.,  317.  ' 

Manners,  Lord  Charles,  317. 

Capt.  Edward,  89,  188,  271,  272,  273. 

Lord  George  (see  also  Sutton),  192,  203,  268, 
269,  271,  304. 

Lady  George,  145,  193. 

John,  44,  84,  85.  89,  257,  271. 

Lord  William,  84,  85,  89,  90,  1 13,  145,  245,  257, 
259,  268,  270,  271,  275,  276,  281. 
Mansfield,  William  Murray,  Earl  of.  40,  81,  86.  87,  92. 

98,  99,  106,  162,  180—187,  210,  263,  264. 
Manton  Family,  44,  166,  167,  197,  239,  285. 

March,  Earl  of,  106. 

Marchmont,  Lord,  171. 

Maria  Theresa,  Queen  of  Hungary,  28,  29,  30—32,  34, 
172. 

Markham.  Mrs..  205. 

Marlborough,  Duke  of,  222,  236. 

Marshall,  George.  132. 

Martin,  Samuel.  68.  69. 

Mr.,  188,  189,  302,  308. 

Mary,  Queen,  133. 

Mason,  Anna  Margaretta,  Lady,  42. 

Sir  Richard,  20. 

Massingberd.  Mr.,  121. 

Mathews,  Admiral,  7,  28,  30,  34,  38,  120,  139. 

Mawbey,  Sir  Joseph,  106,  283. 

Mawson,  Rev.  Matthias,  3, 

Medley,  Annabella,  53. 

Mercer,  240,  241. 

Meredith,  Sir  William,  75,  96. 

Metheringham.  Richard,  50. 

Middlesex,  Earl  of,  126. 

Middleton,  Dr.,  10. 


Mitchell,  Mr.  and  Mrs..  204. 

Mr.,  127. 

Mollyneux,  Mrs.,  83. 

Monro,  Dr.,  269. 

Monson,  Lord,  191,  207,  305. 
Montagu,  George,  57. 

Moore,  John,  161. 

More,  Rev.  — ,  236. 

Morris,  Capt.,  54.  312 — 316. 

Mr.,  206. 

Thomas,  317,  318. 
Morton,  John,  128,  133,  137,  197. 
Murray,  Hon.  Alexander,  38. 
General,  184. 

William,  see  Mansfield. 


N 

Nairne,  Mr.,  162. 

Irtish  3g!1U 

Nelthorpe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  26,  113,  187, 190,  197,  199,  203, 
216. 

Nevile,  Christopher,  49. 

Neville,  Capt.,  311,  320.  321. 

Newcastle,  Duke  of,  28,  39,  46,  48,  55,  65,  75,  77,  78, 
126,  143,  159,  164,  174,  175.  225,  243,  246, 
248.  283. 

Newcome,  Daniel,  232,  235. 

Dr.,  5,  6,  254. 

Thomas,  261. 

Newdigate,  Sir  Roger.  280. 

Newton,  Sir  Isaac,  2. 

Sir  Michael,  20,  250,  274. 

Mr.  M.,  178. 

Richard,  17. 

Ursula  (Oust),  4,  5, 17,  23,  44,  45.  118, 130, 136, 
139,  143,  146,  156,  164,  167—169. 

William,  254,  256,  261. 

Dr.,  44. 

Nichols,  Dr.,  214.  247,  248. 

Nicholson,  Mr..  304. 

Nightingale.  Capt..  318. 

North,  Lord,  4.  6.  68.  94,  101,  106.  110—112.  283. 
Northington,  Earl  of.  41,  263,  264  ;  see  also  Henley. 
Northom,  Edward,  50. 

Norton,  Sir  Fletcher,  68,  70,  72.79,  SO,  95 — 98,  107,111. 
Norwich,  Dean  of,  263. 

Nugent,  Mr.,  95,  97,  137,  138,  160. 


O 

Odiarne,  Mr.,  221. 

Offley,  Mr.,  27S. 

Ofrere,  Miss,  286. 

Oglethorpe,  James,  38. 

Onslow,  Arthur,  38,  56 — 58,  63,  65,  69,  72, 182,  209.  213. 

George,  248. 

Orange,  Prince  of,  133. 

Oriel,  Provost  of,  277. 

Osbaldistone,  Dr.  Riohard,  228. 

Osborne,  Mrs.,  174. 

Oswald,  Mr.,  98. 

Owen,  Mrs.,  2. 

Oxford,  Edward  Harley.  Earl  of,  197.  30S. 

Mayor  and  Corporation  of,  90,  91. 


P 

Page,  Mr..  280. 

PALMER,  REV.  RICHARD. 
Palmerston,  Henry,  Viscount,  93,  97. 
Parker,  Lord,  225. 

Mr.,  300,  322. 

Paterson,  Mr.,  300. 
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Paul.  Lady  Catherine,  43. 

Dr..  121. 

Pawlet,  Lord,  80,  266. 

Payne,  Edward,  19. 

Elizabeth,  19. 

John,  19. 

Thomas,  19. 

Pearce,  Dr.,  21S. 

Peat,  John.  818. 

Pechell,  Miss,  199. 

Peete.  Richard,  25S,  281. 

Pelham.  Henry.  7,  28,  87,  89,  40,  48,  126,  128,  183,  137. 
138,  286. 

Colonel,  217. 

Pell,  James,  305. 

Pennant,  Mr..  253.  255. 

Pennyman.  Mr.  and  Mrs..  43,  139,  192,  200,  203,  209. 
Perceval.  Edward,  270. 

John,  Lord,  125  ;  see  also  EGMOXT. 
Peterborough.  Bishop  of,  10. 

Philip,  Don,  121. 

Phillips,  Mr.,  141. 

Phips,  Mr.,  283. 

Pitt,  Thomas,  95. 

PITT,  WILLIAM,  see  also  Chatham. 

Plumptree.  Dr..  11. 

Plymouth,  Lord  and  Lady,  285. 

Pomfret.  Earl  of,  98. 

Porter,  Sir  James,  73. 

Portland.  William.  1st  Earl  of,  85,  276. 

Duke  of,  89,  146,  257,  259,  275. 

Potter.  Thomas,  37,  55,  66.  69,  148,  157. 

Potts,  Mr.,  284. 

Poulett,  Lord  Henry,  75. 

Powell,  Mrs.,  154. 

Powers,  Miss,  160. 

Pownall,  Governor,  108. 

Proby,  Jane  (Cust),  116. 

Prowse,  Thomas.  57,  58. 

Prussia.  King-  of,  121,  172,  185. 

Pyle.  Miss,  277,  278. 


R  ' 

Ralph,  Mr.,  171. 

Ranish.  Mr..  6. 

Rawdin,  Mr.,  304. 

Rawlinson.  John,  235,  261. 

Rayner,  John.  164. 

Read,  Mrs.,  197. 

Reid,  Mr.,  194,  255. 

Revett,  Mr.,  191. 

Reynardson,  Jacob.  22, 114. 

Samuel,  22. 

Reynolds.  Sir  Joshua,  88. 

Mr.,  154,  187,  188. 

Rich.,  Mr.,  155. 

Sir  Robert,  312.. 

Richardson,  Dr.,  180. 

Richmond,  Duke  of,  52.  87,  187,  263,  264,  274,  302. 
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